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It can be seid—but it would be unwise
to duell on it—that the Church and
Pike committee reports represent the
fiest time iu history any countsy’s
legislature has. ever investigated, ex-
posed, and shamed s inteilig nee
agencies and their “disty trichs” Long
before electronics, as far back us the
Rome of the Cacsars, a <py-haunted
society feared, 2s Tacitus welly us, that
somehow walls might have ears.! Dut a
degenerate Senate, thouch constitution-
ally ond snominally sull all-powe:fut,
Jacked the will to ¢o anything akout
it, o

Unfortunately there :s little prospect
that our Senate, and our Congress, will
Lehiave any better. Between the lime
this is being written and the tirre it
will he read, the Senate is expecied to
vote’ on a first timid effort at reform,
4n intelligence oveesight comimniltee.
But its prospects are dim, and some of
ils provisians dubious,

"T;ue Republican White House 4nd
the Democratic Old Guard in the

Senate are in 2 bipartisan abiimce
against any real reform. A simitur
coalition in the Housc-led by 1he

Repubtican McClory of (itinnis and the
Democrat Stcatton of New Yok -is
blocking bills to sevive and clear the
way ine publication of the supprns.ed
Pike teport. ‘The secrol shencies are
smuply confident that they have not
only weathered the storm but en-
trenclied theinselves,

‘Fheir strength has deep roots. The

great masters of property in ouf <ovi-
oty a2 unwilling th give up “Jirly
tiicks” in defense of thair investinents
and prvileges at home and abioad For
them, the end justifies the mesns just
as mirely” as for theii adversaiive in
Moscaw and Psking. Radicals, oppo-
aents of the exsting ardzr, ceilivs who
i toan fae, are fair goe, gutside the
law, o hoth ades, It ouloan
accident that —as the hureh vorisit-
tee foundl--the FRE haw tsice ay any
mforeiers i radical o1 bherol oogoaiz.
Lions as in organiced come,
VeNcier was Bty nete disiiated
and eerrorsiact v Meetinge, conre
tions, the cur o frivn ! el slisnger
wern, alke shurred; evis thee omte
the, very oo
wery cyved with suspice
nf Fueitiv, & 60,
1ian),
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Yhe mam job of 4 political secret
potice in 4ny wociely it to keep in
poner those who have it. When the
Wontaa Scenate, after one particulady
terpible seandal, ined to put seme limit
an informers, the Emperoc Tilwerius
interposcd his s, savine, “Butier to
sutvert the corstitution than to 18-
move ity r,unrdians."’ Thugh no one
today speabs S0 frankly. that s ~ull

the aawer of those who cane o naiig
themaelves  abtngether d0 27 Auhit

sdirty ks,

’I‘o understand the infelligenee JiHd -
ura, one must louk at the faimty tree
of the CEA. Lhe CIA s only the
in~titutionalization, though on a vast
and unprecedented seate, of what we
hove done for more than a century and
a Wotf in Batin Aaperica and an earlier
China nnder the rubric of Jeferding
“Anerican lives and property.’

Then we wsed State Depariment
agents and the US Marines, The Ma-
ines were hill coflectors for National
City Bank and nforcers for the ba- |
pana, wil, and sugar comyanics. What
the CIA has done in tindochina, Yran,
and Uhile is no (ifferent in kind from
the crass way Marines turned patrists
into baadits aud puppels into presi-
dents in Centrat America and the
Caribbean. it is only the means 113t
have grown to keep pace with the
expansion of the American empire and
sew forms of exploitation like the
multinationals.? . )

" you cannot run an empire withou'
secrecy, And you have to be ready to
deat with turbulent natives abroad end
dissenting citizens at home. The FBL s
well equipped (o aid the ClA in that
task. Its family tree, its dominaat
prejudice against liberals and the left,
its coziness with the right, go back to |
the instinctive Nostility of propertied’
‘interests to whatever clements in our
sockty seemed lo threaten property.

Mienerd Smedtey Butler, one of the
Fest and Dravest men the Marine Corps
wer produced. got into tmuble for
wiling the tiuth about the impeniatist
purposes he had served from Cuba to
thy Phitippines, See Lowell Thonras’s
biography of him, Ol Gimiet Ltyv
(19333 and Butter’s reventiy repub-
lished War By o Recker {1938) m Theee
Ceneraly on War, Garland Publishing,

This is how they Zaw abolitionists,
trade union Qrganizerss, socialists, anar-
chists, radicals of any kind, and indecd
all "do-gooders,” a favorite term of
contempt with J. Edgar Hoover. The
bomb squads, Red squads, anarclust
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darinst thae pincreenth ettty e
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el ear, o, e S fstar can be

apromis sppiend tE
iothe
pRrzegnres s Fheyopear ty
vl a4 aveAr. s cugie Retacen
domorasy ot phe ey, sl in thu
prtsiecbve Chete oo bt where
Ve sevizl prokoe st

Yiir toie rode o the janssativs of
property is only fuphat, of Lonme,
in these crefully mnsicars? Chuely
ejr nte Nor do ety mahe ol
than partial e v an il seliedy
which shrouds fhe srmncics, We must
assunine, #fter all we bave learns i that
the vowmmiltes stall itseir wod peretrat-
ed by the agencies §he reporis them-
selves—a& interpsl evidemce il reveal
to a vareful wedivg-wens the product
of 2 conlinuces wrngle among the
staff, the commntitte
‘The sgencies contridled what weal oul
of their files and what went into the
repents, The effort 1o ceasur s much

as possible and the effont to tct! 8

and ehie agznoics,

much s possible have Jett their marks.

The final product must br read with
cxtreme care. Fvery [ocnutatien, al-
most every word, jnust be evaluated
not only for what it docs sy but for
what it dous not say. The latter it
sonielimes the mofse revealing.

The committee had puwer of sub-
poena, or paper, but there are indica-
tions throughout the report that the
agencies withheld much in many areas
which the commillce wanted to ex-
plore. “The Central Inte!ligence Agen-
¢y,” the commitier says in the intio-
duction te Volume 1 ip. 7), “and
other agencics of the excoutive branch
have limited the Coutmittec’s access to
the full record. ... In some highly
important areas. .. the Committee has
been refused access to files or docu-
ments.”
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1 assessing the feasibility of con-
'ssional oversight, one must not
get this initial and successful defi-

e of the power given Congress by
fie Constitution to oversee and corirol
-very department of government. This
vauted note indicates that the Church
committee knuckled under. The precé-,
dent bodes il for congressional ever-
sight. Jf this was the best the Charch
commiltec could do, after ihe multi-
tudinous revelations of Watercate, what
can one expect of a peritanent com-
mittee when press and public op:aion
+re once again somnolent?

this withhoiding oV whatever Lhe

rencies did not wish 10 Jisctose was
oy the beginning of the struggle At

- outset of its inguiry the committee

its nrck into 3 naose by agrecing

a inceting with. President ¥Ford™

it would not disclose any «<lassi-
information given it without con-

- iing  the agencies and  “carefnlly
asider{ing} the Execulive’s tcasons

i snaintaining secrecy.” The commit-

- says that it retained finad decision.
b it was Lohibiled because Sttempls
: go against agency wishes would risk
+ White House blast and a refusal of
cooperation, So *virtually all difficul
ties were resolved” und “ihe only
significant exception” was the release
of the Assassination Report last No-
vember even though the exccutive
-:anch thought this “would hsrm ns3-
“anal secutity.” Since even Ford had
. go on record against assassinatioa,

jeast of cther nations® kaders aod at

2 in peacelime, the White House

s the agencies had to swallow de-

4 on that one.

sut down to and well padl the

ginal deadline for the report, it is

:ar that the commiltee had to sulfer

astant revision and censanhip. The

mmittee notes that three chapien,

- “Cover,” “Espionage,” and “Budg-

ry Ovemight,” were omiited alto-

her on the Insistence of the agen-
os, along with two sections of {he

.apter on “Cowert Action of the
iA” and one section of the chupler
‘Department  of State.” Elsewhere
“particular passages’ rewritien on the
insistence of the intelligence agemcies
were denoted by “ilalics™ and 2 foot-
note explaining them.

An example is Chapler X on CIA
aluence in acadumic institutions, the
wwdia, and religious w ganizat:ons
were are severa! italicized references

“univensily officials and professon™

o “provide leads ind make intradue-

tions for intclligence purposes.’ One
suspects that originally the phrasing
plainty said they helped the CiA
recruit on campus. The report 2§
published did not speculate on the fact
that the relation between university
officials and professors on the one
hand and students on the oiher is
hardly one of equality, and the door is
thus opened lo favoritism or discrimi-
nation, depending on the student’s
reaction to the indecent proposal.

'rhe most dramastic evidence of last-
minute struggle is the blank white and

the notation *‘[deleted}”™ which cover '

all but a few lines on page 332 of
Book . This was the concluding
portion of that section on the lotal
size of the sggregate intelligence dudg-
et for fiscal year 1976, which begins at
page 330 with the senlence, “The
Commitiee’s analysis indicated that
{deleted) billion canstiluted the direct
costs 1o the United Srates for its
national intelligence program for FY
1976." A footnote said it was “deleted

pending further Committee considera-
tion,” and (he very moming the repon
was given {o the press the committec
voted to let the full Senate decide on
whetlier to disclose the full figure.

The nonsense that " publication of
that figure would somchow reveal
secrcts o the enemy prevailed in

" committee and will probubly prevait on

the Senate fioor, although farmer CiA
_director James Schlesinges testified
“hat our cnemies slrtady know
“in the first place and it's broadly
published.” Elsewhere (p. 470) the ro-
port s3ys that direct snd indirect intel-
ligence costs ara roughly 3 parcent of
{the tolsl budgel, The lotal is now Over
{ $400 bition. That would bring the total
'costs, direct and indirect, socrel and
dbudgeted, of &l intelligeace to sbout
twelve billion dollars Bul comumiltee
sources, in this deplorable and labyrin-
' thine comedy, say that this figure is too
high and that their own way of report.
ing was mideading. So now wé ‘must
wait for the promised Senate vole on
whether g disclose the real figure or
feave it hiddea. That vote will be 8 new-
nlgic point ia American congtitutional
history. .
The baltle over the figure still to be

fought on the Secnate floor involves:.

the most lundamental canstitutional
considerstions. Congress has two weap-
ons in dealing with the intelligence
agencies, One is the power of dixclo-

sure. The other is the power of the
purse. A vote to bfank out the total
will bc a wvole to surtender both
powers 1o the .agencies. The fight
against absolutism, the fight for pardia-
mentary supremacy, began with the
power of the purse. In the'eyes of the
Framers nothing was more important
in, the Constitution than Article I,
Section 9, Clause 7, which embodies
that powes. it says “no Money shall be
drawn from the Treasury™ €xcept in
pursuarce of appropriations made by
law and that “a regular Statement and
Account of the Receipts and Expendi-
tures of all public Money shall be
published from time to time.” The

.CtA, ualike the FBI, has from its begin-

ning completely evaded that clause. Will
the Serate take the final step in consti-
tutional emasculation by voling to keep
secret 2ven the apgregate total of the

_cost of all intelligence agencics?

'rhe banelul mfuence does not end
with the suppression of facls snd
figures. The reports read as il wriften
not only with the agencies peering over

' the shoulders of the writers but actual-

ty participating in the phrasing. There
are tome pasiages which sound as if
they wernc wrillen or rewritten at
Langley or in the FBI headquarters.

" There is throughuut @ tendency (0

opiqee, solle  woce, buresucratic

" phuascology of & kind at which the

White House and the State Department
have always been adept. The prose
style—to single out one¢ of the recent

‘ masters in this genre-is sometimes

Jownright Nixonian. Therc are many
instances of what coukl Jegitimately be
aaliec bain-washing-the bland, slmost
subliminal assrtion as eternsl verities
of dubious propotitions, propositions
the ivedigators were supposed (o
chalienge and lest, not to accept
witheal examinstion &s major prem-
iscs. A prime example is the statement

_at the wry beginning of the ClA

repart thit s national inlelligence
system i 2 permanent and necessary

. part of our gowerament. The system’s

valuc 10 the country has beea proven.”

Humanity will never get rid of the
jntelligence minsma  uatil that over-
blown nonsense is challenged. The
greatest intelligence networks of our
time faed fo prevent the most disas-
trous surprise  attacks their regimes
suffered. Pearl Harbor, the Nuzi sttack
on ihe Sovier Union, the place end

timzog o the D-day invasion of Hitler™s
Formns Eure,~ were historic disasters.
The Amesican, "he Saviet, und the

veahliuisd



reorirtets
TP S S VT [ PR SO L S
sl preend ot o T b e
ander the Ceoars end e Band by
of Napuleon Yet theg saftered prece
whonted loss throtg ffecties saiplios
in those three tromendous afew <o Chire
put the Nazioarnoes abostal toe pates
Defoe weiiv b= detense
crntd be orpenrzed U0z i) Cap-
pled our naval and e forces 0 thy

Pacitie frore Flawal to ghe Polpoares
the third was the beeroning of i oondd
for Htderisin, AN thoee an pees Dl
exphoit and correct wainisa, bt o sl
tiree cases bite Wohthi, Wl dipvaed
m the  sheer
seports and by the rolure o tha cepler
1o a2ssass wlb this ‘aformation corrm tly.
“Intelligence” s not the
intclhigence,

fntelligence netwurks have ruinly
been proven effective in iatimiduting
their own peoples. But no rogine fLas
yct been saved from dsestoons crror
by ‘untelligence.” The Amencan Re-
public got along quite well internally
without 3 Federal Bureau of [nvestign
tion until 1908 and without a “dirty
tricks” oagency abroad until 1947,
Since then, as the Churck report says,
the US “has devoled cnormous ie-
sources” to its intelligence netwaork,
But never huas the United States becn
mote poorly advised and sulfered more
shaneful pratfalls than in Lhat. perinit
The postwar successes of Western capi
talism have been due lo the vilality of
cnlerprse, the superior advantages af
an open sociely, and the moral bonk-
fuptcy of the Soviet regime. And that
last was more than anything eise the
product of Russia’s teliance un secrecy
and the secret police. The deadend
course of Stalinism is the smne course
on which we are being impelled in the
name of “national sccurity.”

If the US is huted by the best youth
in tran, in Snouth Kores, ia Chile, in
the Dominican Republic, wherever tl.e
writ of our secret igencies and ils
puppet 1egimes has fun, the Soviet
Union is hated in Kiev, in Warsaw, in
Prugue, and ia Bucharest for the very
same reasons. The agencies on boh
sides have succeeded ta the extent fhat
brutality and repression can succeed,
but the price will be paid in future
explasions on both sides.
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walunr of Ldleaing
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Bo aecfet aponutes Lo o the task
of really mtelinent assesoeet ol hu-
pian oanration and el ‘ares for
e atlract

several tea.ons. One ds that o
2 lLyrge projorina of serew by, CTACE
pots, parsoids A secoind 1, that the
nature of e pHOtession TRhes Peric
noda s ooy afenal disa The therd
is tleat pubng vlaswes and bruzeaucracivs
pen-rally puefor the parapmid explana-
tiess, B Lioekle, at protest acainst the
Vietnam wor, af radicel og.istion for
weigl Jusive, of pacidd ang apemnt
discrnninuion are just the product of

Satanic “suhveriives’ plotting urrest,
sherr there B8 no nead to amend
policies, to give up ruling Class PR
leges. All one need do s plrgs aped -
prisun the “eonspitators The spics
khnd  their masters comiurtably 1o
roahities. 1t wasn't Tor bick oof spies that
the Crars fell

The CiA would foinent the mob that
=g Moswsadeq in Fran, It vould Lelp
to Unng zbout the killing ol Lumumba
in the Conzo and Allende in Chife, but
there 35 no  evidence that it can
successfully Canute the hdes of chinge
1 our time, Yach side in ihe cold war
Mrugale now beginsing again has prof-
ited by the cxcesses and inhumanities
of the other. Read Sakharov's great
mermoranda and ik yoursell whether
the stultification and aigidification that
secrecy has imposed on Soviet science,
industry, and sociely rccommend i
similar experiment on our side,

Intelligence agencies thrive by tetling
the boss he's ‘doing fine. When Geports
signal the truth, they are more than
often ignored. There were, we now
know, intelligence reports which ques-
tioned 1he dominant declusions about
the Vietnam war, which warned that the
Day of Pigs invasion would not trigger
a popular uprising in Cula, and which
advised two years before Allende’s
clection that the days of our copper
monopoly in Chile were numbered no
matter who won the coming election.
Bul they were ignored and men wha
ventured such reports risked the query,
“Who Jet that pinko in?"

You cannot—as even such great liber-
a papers as The New York Times and’

Yhe Wadveaton Past i than oot
whtonals cu the Cla o hiu=sy
the circle You w.mnnt tiake Laviin e
ness Jawful, You cannot bory tiny
tiicks” withia a conshitatinn d sy one

in this bLicent:ania) year we ars [« 73t

ting the Lasic fessons of the Kevol tion
and the basiv advantiges ani vietues ¢f
an open oliety It canact be €
without ik, but the ey of free
Jducussion over and over agein have
proven supedof 1o the sk, oF repmsss
sinn Some iatell:zenwe activity i dnes-
copable for militaey ¢nd Jaw enforze-
inent  purposes, but how much? ‘The
evidence sugacsty that we are diuwnng
in intelligence, thut we need not waie
but less “collection,’” not more SpYINg
pul more anslysis and thought, And
thought reyuiies  debate, And you
cannot have debate s0 lonz as ideas
and expressons are watched and “'cot-
tected.” There is no room in an open
society for a thought police, and that
is what the Bl and the CIA, with
occasional assists from the military,
have becoms. - . .

[

The picture wlhich emerges from the
Churely repoits, mutel and mutilaed
25 they are, must be made expucit.
The CIA has become a huge conglom-
erate. with its secrnl tentacles iR
sImost every scction ¢f American lfe,
prastituting the universitics, bouxs, tite
press, and icligivus institutions; it ruas
2 network of businesses at kome and
abroed, soane wholy fictitious, sone
st enoupgh to be insurance com-
‘panins anid aviation lines. The maghi-’
tude iy veiled but at one point e
report says that these ostensibly pn-
vate businesses gross St.6 biltien 2

wonLlnued
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yuar aml  fenerate profis substantial
enough Lo replenish i Cla “Contin-
gency Bund” (pen which ar <an fi-
Nanve secret activities wholly outside
the orbit of any supcrvision ur audjt,
even from within the Exccufive.

The whole Angola business was [i-
panced in this way. The CIA has
become 3 big husiness, a conglomerate,
operating behind various "Jepitimate”
froats as A Conspirasy aglinst wociety,
with its “hit mea™ 2nd Cenforcen’” on
the Mafia model. It can provide—and .
has psovided—piesidents  with the
jweans 1o operate outside the constitu-
tion2l sysen, cven to the point of
waging secret war. Here lies the lesson
of Watergate, already haf forgoiten.

It has been said over and over again
fhat the bribery, the corruption of
clections, the assasinations, and the
other “dirty tricks™ the ClA bas been
practicing abroad  must inevitably !
spread to the domestic front. But lew
of us fully realired until the Church
report on the FBI the extent 10 which
I. Edgar Hoover had been practicing .
“digty ticks” at home. The most
sharmeful, of course, Wwas the long
harassment of Martin Luther ¥ing and
the civd rights movement. It is depress-
ing that despite all we now kaow |
Attorney General Levi has rejected
recommendations from within the Juy
tice Department for an independent
Gtizens' investigation of King's smsassi
pation and insists on tuming it back 1
for another self-inquiry by the FBI.
This is the onty ficid of law enforce
ment in which it is left to the suspect
to investigate himself.

And it is alarming that even. the
Church committee tecommendationd
would stitl allow the FBl to engage in
*preventive inteBigence,” the cilche
word which has allowed the wornt

sbuses and invasions of privecy aond

basic rights in the pest. We appland '
Senator Philip A. Hast for polating owt
ih 8 separate opinion appended to the
Church report on the FBL that the
:e'con.lmendltionl In this respect would
for the fnt time give “statutory

. authorization™ for the very abuses the ’

committen has exposed.

’I;\e intelligence agencies have be-
come 4 cancer that threatens the

Republic. The wsuthority of the FBI

should be restricted to crimes. Terror- |

ism is a crime, even though politically .

motivated, &nd <an be handled like any
other crime. This and all other kinds
of crime would be hetter handled if
the FBI did not waste 50 substantial a
portion of its resources on the whole
spectrum of what it calls “do-gooders,”
all of them treated prima facie as
suspect. And it should be made
statulory offense for the FBI to prac-
tice “dirty trcks,” to acl as an egency
for secretly defaming citizens it dislikes
and disrupting their lives by just that
kind of “disinformation® in which the
CIA has specialized abroad and can
also resort to at home.

I believe the Church ClA report does
pot tell the full truth about the CIA"s
origins. "Dirty tricks” were justifisble
tor the OS5S, its predecessor, in war-
time; the CIA took over the same
practices in peace. [ts conditioning, its
personnel, and
activitics st link it indusolubly. to
“dirty tricks.” I believe the wise course
would be to outlaw “dirty tricks™ and
abolish the CIA altogether and let its
legitimate  intelligence functions %
taken over by other agencies. Otherviisc
Big Brothee is here (o stay. &

2 substantial part of its.





