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Bernard Fensterwald Jr., a Washing-
ton lawyer who represented James
McCord during Watergate and James
tarl Ray, convicted of kiiling Dr. Martin
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S ZI == p=luther King Jr,, heads the Committee to
D = Zlinvestigote Asmuwuhons o aroup of
o E= ;:E gpruare citizens that has investigated
(@) ;‘5 O 23 the slayings. of President John F. Kenne-
O % Qdy and others. Ha was interviewed by
b=l w 8 Washington Star Staff Writer Michael J.

g [ 2 mS atcheli.

- él_'—_‘l X Q: The Committee to Jnvestigate
< ) ig b= Assassinations has long been sus-
O D T 2= pected by some people of being some-

how connected with the CIA and you
yourself being latx:led possibly a CIA
agent or CIA plant. Are you in fact a
CIA agentr of any sort?

Fensterwaid: No, I'm a full-time
lawyer. Neither I nor my partner
have ever been affiliated with the
CIA or worked for the CIA either
with or ‘without pay in any way,
shape or form. I have no idea where

the rumor started. I don’t know any-

one that knows anything about my
history that has ever made such an
accusation. On the converse side,
going back to the early '60s when I
worked for the Senate as counsel for
one of fheir committees, I did an
investigadon on tho

been made public. A number of free-

CIA and since-
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A: Well, certainly from reviewing the
index of the withheld material which they
have been forced to supply to various district
courts, you get the impression that much
very vital information is being withheld.
Again, I say, without knowing what that
information is, it’s hard to say where it’s
going to point.
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Q: Can you hazard a guess as to what they
might have? ,

A: No, I can't. I can only tell you so far as

803K ST, HW. the CIA is concerned a large part of the with-
DESERT held testimony involves a trip Lee Harvey
2 ' Oswald raade to Mexico just immediately
iNN prior to the assassination. No one in the pub- -
lic knows what this trip was all about. But we - ;
%;’ ’3_1118 do know that the CIA has been particularly .
- JJ_ sensitive with respect to that. We do know - -
ALL NEW STAFF that there were CIA cameras taking pictures
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of people going in and out of the Cuban and : .
Soviet embassies and they took a nurnber of AL
pictures of a man they labeled Lee Harvey
Oswald. From looking at him, he is obviously
not Lee Harvey Oswald, but the CIA will not
identify him

BERNARD FENS’I‘ERWA;D JR,
Ray case involved “gonspn’acy’

Q: Would it not better serve the American
public to just simply release this information
and get to the bottom of the matter once -and
for all? .

%
I s
people who were good lawyers am_i good
investigators and start with a clean miad and
simply go down the same road that others i .
have been going down for 12 years. They .

FOR INFORMATION CALL A: The Committee to Investigate Assassi- chose the latter. That will take somew}}:at e §
34.5200 nations has urged through the years that all - Imore time, but with the caliber of people that '~ 3.
BAC. M/C Complimentary of the information with respect to the John have been chosen I can't see that it’s going to .. ;
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Kennedy assassination be made public. The
official solution is that Lee Harvey Oswald
was a lone nut killer and that there were no
other people involved and there were no
international ramifications. And therefore,
taking that story as gospel makes it difficult
for a lawyer to see why they should cover
anything. However, there is this intense de-
sire on the part of government to keep it se-
cret, and I think in any lawsuit where you
have this sort of mania for locking the evi-
dence up you create the suspicion that there’s
more there. And I don’t think anybody at this
time outside the government knows what
happened to John Kennedy. I think the con-
gressional committees in time will find out.

Q: It has been 13 years since the Kennedy
assassination. Why reopen his grave?

A: It's not really a question of reopening
his grave. I know the subject is frequently
talked about in terms similar to that. I think
that the integrity of our whole political proc-
ess is probably at stake because whether the

Warren Cemmission was right or wrong, I -

think that the American people — and the
polls bear this out — have a great doubt as to
whether Oswald was properly investigated.
They have a doubt as to whether Oswald was
a lone nut killer. And until their doubts can
be satisfied, I think the integrity of the sys-
tem and the credibility of the government is
very much weakened.

Q: Why has it taken 13 years for Congress :

to become officially involved in this?

A: Well, it;s a number of reasons. One, 1
think the membership of the Warren Commis-
sion itself contained so many outstanding
people that it is difficult to believe that for

whatever reason they would not seriously try .

to give the public a full answer. There’s a
great reluctance to disbelieve people like
Justice Warren and Sen. Russell. Secondly, I
think until Watergate people tended to dis-
believe that their government could be in-
volved in anything of this nature. But even
more recently the revelations, the accounts

of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro have gotten rid -

of the last reluctance thereis
Q: Is it conceivable that the Warren Com-
mission — in the interests of national security
— participated in or agreed to some sort of
cover-up? o :

A: As a lawyer I tend to believe they madé
the best conclusion they could from the evi-

Tammn ot hand We Lrntr af on much bav ayi.

take a matter of years. I think it will takea -

number of months longer than it would going ’
the other way.- S R

w1

Q: Funice Shriver, who of course lost two -:
brothers to assassins, has said that she would -
prefer the whole thing be drepped, that the |
investigations into JFK and Robert Kenne- -
dy’s deaths shouldn’t be opened. How do you -

- respond when a family member expresses 7
this kind of a sentiment? R

BRERN)

A: Well, I think all of us feel a basic.
sympathy, not-only for Mrs. Shriver but also "
for Mrs. Rose Kennedy and for the remaining -
brother, Sen. Kennedy. But it’s my own feels.
ing that the question of what happened to the”
Kennedy brothers, if something more than E
meets the eye did occur, is really a matter of .,
national concern and transcends their own 3
very understandable interest in it. I think @
that the investigation certainly into President
Kennedy's death can be done in such a way =
as to cause minimum grief to the family. And
I think there’s a very good chance that this =
will happen because I think the members of &
the House of Representatives and the mem- 7
bers of the Church committee in the Senate '
are very well aware of the problem, and I
can’t see any reason why it .cannot be done ..
without terribly distasteful evidence being -
trotted out in public. I just don’t think that's -
necessary. - L

Q: You were the attorney for James Earl
Ray. Do you feel that there is evidence that s
could clear him or alternatively to prove that:*
he was not the lone assassin? kY

- - - -

A: It is my own personal belief that there;
was a conspiracy. I think that the questicn =
would be resolved if James Earl Ray were -
- given a trial. I think most of us in the United ] -
States, most of the public certainly, and al-=
most all of Washington that I know were sim-.-
ply amazed when a guilty plea was extracted™
from him and he went off to serve a 99-year 3
term without a trial. It came as a great shock -
to most people and I think most pecple were .
rather disappointed in a crime of this magni-2
tude a man would not in fact stay for a jury =

"+ trial. I' spent six years trying to achieve this. «

1 must confess I.was unsuccessful, but it is *
very possible that this investigation of the #

* House of Representatives would achieve in a 2

lot shorter period than six years what we -
s were unable to do in the courts. e
: s . o 2

Q: The FBI is now known to have hounded .
Martin Luther King and there has been
speculation that the FBI may have some way*
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be satisfied, I think the integrity of the sys-
tem and the credibility of the government is

- very much weakened. ‘

»

Q: Why has it taken 13 years for Congress '

to become officially involved in this ?

A: Well, it's a number of reasons. One, 1
think the membership of the Warren Commis-
sion itself contained so many outstanding
pecple that it is difficult to believe that for
whautever reason they would not seriously try
to give-the public a full answer.. There’s a
great reluctance to disbelieve people like
Justice Warren and Sen. Russell. Secondly, I

think until Watergate people tended to dis-

beheve that their government could be in-
olved in anything of this nature. But even
more recently the revelations, the accounts

of the last reluctance there ls o

Is it concexvable that the Warren Com- .
& " House of Representatives would achieve in a

mission — in the interests of national security
— participated in or agreed to some sort of
cover-up ? .

A:Asa Iawyer I tend to beheve they made

the best conclusion they could from the evi- .
. dence at hand. We know of so much key evi-

dence that was either withheld or destroyed
that you get a general feeling that they had
only. a relatively small part of the really’
important material. For example, Lee Har-
vey Oswald wrote a threatening note to an
FBI agent shortly before the assassination.
In a matter of an hour or two before Jack
Ruby shot Oswald, the FBI agent flushed it
down the toilet. Now this was never reported
to the Warren Commission. There are certain
people who can link Oswald and Ruby, and

this material was never passed to the com-
mission. So I think it’s a very harsh judgment

-to say that this very distinguished bunch of
‘Americans — including the chief justice of

the United States — purposely did not reach

the proper conclusmn

Q: How Iony will it takc the House to Inves-~.

tigate this affair and come to some sort of a

conclusxon Will it be years away, do you
feel?

A: No, I don t thmk it will be that far away.

The House of Representatives had two basic -
‘roads they could have followed. They could

have taken their staff members, people who
were thoroughly familiar with the subject but

equally oplmonated or they could start w1th '

Studenﬁs Teachers Arresﬁed

In Raid on Soweto School
JOHANNESBURG - Riot police raided a

high school in Soweto, a large black township
10 miles south of Johannesburg, today and
arrested all students and teachers in the
building.

Police Col. J. Visser, head of the criminal
investigation division in Soweto, a center of
black unrest in Scuth Africa, refused to com-
ment on the raid.

The number of persons detained was not
disclosed, but witnesses said police used four

largevans to carry away those arrested.

~ When police arrived at the school, a num-
ber of students rushed into the classrcoms
and warned their teachers and other stu-
dents, the black newspaper The World re-
ported.

It said the raiding party included black
and white police, some in uniform and others
wearing battle fatigues.

Heavily armed riot police in camouflage
battle dress patrolled parts of central Johan-
nesburg amid rumors of possible racial un-
restin the city.

A polxce spokesman described the patrols

“‘purely precautionary” and said the
possibility of trouble was slight. '

Police have been on alert in the central
business distict of Johannesburg the nation’'s
commercial capital, ever since downtown
de"nonstratlons by black youths in Septem-
ber.
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troned out in pubhc I just don't thmk that’ >
necessary. B

Q: You were the attorney for James Eari’
Ray. Do you fecl that there is evidence that
could clear him or a]temauvely to prove that . ;
he was not the lone assassin? ,

A: It is my own personal belief that there
was a conspiracy. I think that the questlon :
would be resolved if James Earl Ray wete «
given a trial. I think most of us in the United

.. States, most of the public certainly, and al-~

most all of Washington that I know were simt--
ply amazed when a guilty plea was extracted—
from him and he went off to serve a 99-year &
term without a trial. It came as a great shock -
to 'most people and I think most people were
rather dlsappomtgd in a crime of this magm-

of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro have gotten rid - tude a man would not in fact stay for'a JUTY z

“r trial- T spent-six‘years trying to achieve this. .

I'must_confess T.was unsuccessful, but it is

very possible that this investigation of the :

o881 %3

lot shorter period than six years what we
were unable to do in the courts. - .

Q: The FBI is now known to have hounded .
Martin Luther King and there has been’

- speculation that the FBI may have some Way"'

been involved in his death. Do you subscribe s a
to this possxbdxty’ - ;“

A: I have seen no evidence to that effect -
and I have seen in both the John F. Kennedy .
case and the Martin Luther King case that _
one has to be careful to dlstmgmsh between »
the crime and the investigation. I think in the ;
Martin Luther King case that the FBI be- ;
cause of its animosity for Dr. King may nntﬁ
have made what we would consider their best
effort to investigate it. But we have made a.
long jump from that possibility to the possi-
blity that we had anything to do with killing. -
It seems to me that these are questions that..
gave the congressional commmittee the:
powers that they have. I don't really know
that speculating gets anywhere.

Q Your Committee to Invesngare Ascassx-~
nations, what do you think it has been able to
accompllsh ? Why was it formed?

LA A )

A: It was formed for two basic reasons..
One was to get the critics of the Warren Com-
mission to coordinate their efforts. The basic?
aims of the group were to gather xnformanorr'
to keep the subject of John Kermedy § assas--
sination alive until we could convince the"

- Congress to reopen their cwn investigation. :

Fortunately, I think we've been very success-

ful. The subject has been kept alive. As the”

climate in the country changed, the climate®
in Congress changed, we were able, with the*

help of a lot of other people, to persuade themv
go in with a full-fledged investigation. We'ix-"

tend to,turn over all of our investigation to

them and to give any other assistance.

- Q: There’s been an eternal fascination with®
John F. Kennedy’s murder. Do you think
when or if the House investigation reaches its
conclusion that will lay to rest finally 1’1e
speculation?

A: I believe thal if thls House com'mttee
continues to get the support in the next Con-
gress that they have in the last months of this’
Congreqs that they will investigate this kil
ing thoroughly. I think they will cull out the
leads, I think they will look at all the evi-
dence and if after that length of time and.
that length of investigating, they conclude,
that the Warren Commission was correct, I
certainly think that 99.9 percent of the pcople
will be satisfied. I must say that in ail hones-:
ty, I know of a few people who are never.
going to be satisfied, at least you can never
satisfy all of them because they cach have a
particular theory. And these theories are.
internally inconsistent if nothing else. But T
think that as a practical matter that if a con=
gressional commumittee, and if not this one}
maybe the Senate commmittee or maybe both
of them, will attack the job they are supposed

todo, I thmx\ that most of the doub‘s if not-alt

of them, will be laid m rest P

T
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Q and A

‘US. Integrity
Is at Stake
in JFK Probe’

Bernard Fensterweld Jr., a Washing-
ton lawyer who represented James
McCord during Watergate and James
Earl Ray, convicted of killing De. Martin
Luther Xing Jr., heads the Committee to
Investigate Assassinaiions, a group of
private citizens that has investigated
the slayings of President John F. Kenne-
dy ond others. He was interviewed by
Washington Stor Staff Writer Michael! J.
Satchell. .

Q: The Committee to Investigate .

Assassinations has long been sus-
pected by some people of being some-
how connected with the CIA and you
yourself being labeled possibly a CIA

agent or CIA plant. Are you in fact a-

CIA agent of any sort?

Fensterwaid: No, I m a full-time
lawyer. Neither I nor my partner
have ever been affiliated with the
CIA or worked for the CIA either
with or without pay in any way,
shape or form. I have .no idea where

the rumor started. I don’t know any- _

one that knows anything about my

history that has ever made such an’

accusation. On the converse side,
going back to the early '60s when I
worked for the Senate as counsel for
cne of tieir committees, I did an
investization on thr CIA and since

then I have represéftad a number of

clients in cases against, zhe CIA to the .
extent that if there’s sz ‘evidence at

all, it all points in the oM.t direction.

Q: Is it possible that the CIA or the
FBI has evidence locked away some-
where tiat could shed new light on
the investigations into the JFK assas-
sination or per‘zaps Martin Luther
King’s assassmanon ?

A: It’s always possible, and there
is considerable evidence which is
under lock and key in the National
Archives today which will remain
classified until the year 2039 unless it

. 1s declassified by the various govern-

ment agencies, primarily the FBI
and the CIA. In addition to that, there
are literally thousands of documents

-that the CIA did not give to-the War-

ren Commission and did not go to the

-National Archives which have never

been made public. A number of free-
dom of information suits have result-
ed in declassification of a part of this
material, yet we know from the index
they give us that they have a mass of
material which has never been made
public.

Q: Apart frbm material that might
prove distasteful or hurtful to the
Kennedy family, the JFK autopsy

photographs for example, is there .

other evidence or do you feel there’s
other material under lock and key
that could shed significant light on

the assassinations?

‘ See Q&A, G-11
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.wcampaxcrn etatements kept reassur-

Washington Star Staff Writer
NEW YORK —~ While the Cmcm-
nati Reds were, breaking hearts in
Yankee Stadium, Jimmy Carter and
President Ford were attempting to

pluck New' York and Catholic heart- -

strings in the rose-bedecked opu-
lence of the Waldorf Astona s Gr and
. Ballroom., .

Who won the series at last mght s
annual Alfred ‘E. Smith Memorial
Foundation dinner was ‘difficult to

determine — in part because most of -

the $100-a-plate diners appeared to
be considerably more conservative
than the tradition generally associat-
ed with the' New York governor
whose memory was being honored. -

Boldly comparing his presidentia -.
candidacy to that of ‘Democratic -

Governor Smith in 1928, and noting

that he, like the Roman Catholic. .=
-Smith, is being criticized for his reli-
gion and accent, the former Georgia.

governor provoked boos as well as
applause by gently suggesting that a
Ford victory might trxgger another
Depression. . - .

——" SMITH’S OPPONENT Republxcan

Herbert Hoover, was ‘“‘a decent lik-
able man who had never been’elected
to statewide office,”” Carter said,

“who selected as his running mate a

senator from Kansas, and whose

ing the American- people that the

-_'-Aeconomy was sound, and prospenty
. was just around the corner,

_ “Unfortunately, in,1928, the wron: '
candidate won, andsthe nevt year we
entered the Great Depression. I think

“and I hope that the results might be
_ dlfferent thisyear.”

Ford's earlier, briefer remarks —

he left before Carter arrived — were -
- closer to the apolitical spirit these

appearances are supposed to have |
However, the President bemoanad
the “‘negative tone’' of 1976 politics,
obviously a reference to any chal-
enger to the status quo.

The celebrity-studded bernefit din-

. ner for New York area hospitals —
‘long a ““must’” appearance for state-

wide politicians and near-obligatory
for presidential candidates since both

‘Richard Nixon and John F. Kennedy -
'spoke in 1960 — was presided over by

New York's Terence Cardinal Cooke,

" who ushered the President and Car-

ter to and from the stage.

'BOTH BEGAN thh essentxally the
same gag.

Ford: “Sometimes it gets confus-
ing, but it’s always nice to come back
home — to Philadelphia.” .

Carter: “It’s a great pleasure to be

See CAMPAIGN, A6
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TWO- ﬂ@% FLU SHOT LOOKS

By Robert Pear

. Washington Star Staff Writer

Scientists said today that they .

have apparently found swine flu vac-

cine formulations for healthy chil- -

dren aged 3.to 17, who until now were
excluded from
mass immunization program.

In nationwide trials over the last

three mmonths, doctors found that

one swine flu shot followed by a -
booster shot four weeks later seemed

the government’s

conducted in about 3,100 children by
investigators at 16 centers around
the country, including Children’s
Hospital in Washington,'-where 116

" youngsters were inoculated. Phys‘i-
. cians presented the results of their
- studies at a meeting today at the Na-

tional Institutes of Health in Bethes-
da. :
“It looks as - though a two- dose

“schedule does work for children,”
- said Dr. Robert Parrott, dxrector of -
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Q&A

Continued From A-1

A: Well, certainly from reviewing the
index of the withheld material which they
have been forced to supply to various district
courts, you get the impression that much
very vital information is being withheld.
Again, I say, without knowing what that
information is, it’s hard to say where it's
going to point.

Q: Can you hazard a guess as to what they
might have?

A: No, I can’t. I can only tell you so far as
the CIA is concerned a large part of the with-
held testimony involves a trip Lee Harvey

" Cswald made to Mexico just immediately

prior to the assassination. No one in the pub-
lic knows what this trip was all about. But we
do know that the CiA has been particularly
sensitive with respect to that. We do know
that there were CIA cameras taking pictures
of people going in and out of the Cuban and
Soviet embassies and they took a number of
pictures of a man they labeled Lee Harvey

 Oswald. From looking at him, he is obviously

not Lee Harvey Oswald, but the CIA will no
identify him .

Q: Would it not better serve the American /
public to just simply release this information
and get to the bottom of the matter once -and
for all? . _

A: The Committee to Investigate Assassi-
nations has urged through the years that all
of the information with respect to the John
Kennedy assassination be made public. The
official solution is that Lee Harvey Oswald
was a lone nut killer and that there were no
other people involved and there were no
international ramifications. And therefore,
taking that story as gospel makes it difficult
for a lawyer to see why they should cover
anything. However, there is this intense de- -
sire on the part of government to keep it se-
cret, and I think in any lawsuit where you -
have this sort of mania for locking the evi-
dence up you create the suspicion that there’s
more there. And I don’t think anybody at this
time outside the government knows what
happened to John Kennedy. I think the con-
gressional committees in time will find out.

Q: It has been 13 years since the Kennedy
assassination. Why reepen his grave?

A: It's not really a question of reopening
his grave. I know the subject is frequently
talked about in terms similar to that. I think
that the integrity of our whole political proc-
ess is probably at stake because whether the
Warren Commission was right or wrong, I
think that the American people — and the
polls bear this out — have a great doubt as to
whether Oswald was properly investigated.
They have a doubt as to whether Oswald was
a lone nut killer. And until their doubts can
be satisfied, I think the integrity of the sys-
tem and the credibility of the government is
very much weakened.

Q: Why has it taken 13 years for Congress
to become officially involved in this?

A: Well, it's a number of reasons. One, 1
think the membership of the Warren Commis-
sion itself contained so many outstanding
people that it is difficult to believe that for
whatever reason they would not seriously try

to give the public a full answer. There's a -

great reluctance to disbelieve people like
Justice Warren and Sen. Russell. Secondly, I -
think until Watergate people tended to dis-
believe that their government could be in-
volved in anything of this nature. But even
more recently the revelations, the accounts -
of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro have gotten rid -
of the last reluctance thereis , o

Q: Is it conceivable that'the Warren Com-
mission — in the interests of national security
— participated in or agreed to some sort of
cover-up? R

A: As a lawyer I tend to believe they made
the best c;onclusion they could from the evi-

e 2B ea cmmiinl Toaes avril

ober 22, 1976 -
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BERNARD FENSTERWALD JR.
‘Ray case involved “c_:onspu‘acy”

people who were good lawyers and gooﬁ s

investigators and start with a clean mind and .,

simply go down the same road that others '.,;. )

have been going down for 12 years. They .
chose the latter. That will take somewhat .
more time, but with the caliber of people that.

have been chosen I can’t see that it’s going to -

take a matter of years. I think it will take-a .
number of months longer.than it would going. -
the other way. o s

Q: Funice Shriver, who of course Jost. two S

brothers to assassins, has said that she would "~
prefer the whole thing be dropped, that the -,
investigations into JFK and Robert Kenne- ;
dy's deaths shouldn’t be opened. How do you "

i s 0ok

respond when a family member expresses

-

this kind of a sentiment? e
A: Well, I think all of us feel a basic.s,
sympathy, not only for Mrs. Shriver but also %
for Mrs. Rose Kennedy and for the remaining =
brother, Sen. Kennedy. But it's my own feels;
ing that the question of what happened to the’
Kennedy brothers, if something more than’
meets the eye did occur, is really a matter of .
national concern and transcends their own 3
very understandable interest in it. I think ;
that the investigation certainly into President -
Kennedy's death can be done in such a way
as to cause minimum 'grief to the family. And
I think there’s a very good chance that this =
will happen because I thirk the members of ©.
the House of Representatives and the mem- 7
bers of the Church committee in the Senate 3
are very well aware of the problem, and I -

‘can’t see any reason why it cannot be done Ry

without terribly distasteful evidence- being
trotted out in public. I just don’t think that’s ‘?:;
necessary. R G n

Q: You were the attorney for James Earl -
Ray. Do you feel that there is evidence that 3
could clear him or alternatively to prove that

he was not the lone assassin?

WY

o

A

A: It is my own personal belief that there &

©

was a conspiracy. I think that the questiom »

- would be resolved if James Earl Ray were »

given a trial. I think most of us in the Unitéd 3
States, most of the public certainly, and al-»
most all of Washington that I know were sim---
ply amazed when a guilty plea was extracted-
from him and he went off to serve a 9%-year }
term without a trial. It came as a great shock -
to-most people and I think most people were :
rather disappointgd in'a crime of this magni-.]
tude a man would not in fact stay for a jury 2

- trial. I spent six years trying to achieve this. «

-

I must confess 1. was unsuccessful, but it is ®

‘ very possible that this investigation of the ¥

~ House of Representatives would achieve in a
lot shorter period than six years what we
'were unabletodo inthe courts.: . -
Q: The FBI is now known to have hounded
Martin Luther King and there has been

F 293 RS

-
»

-
-~

speculation’that the FBI may bave some way™

T
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a lone nut kuller. And until their doubts can
be satisfied, I think the integrity of the sys-
tem and the credibility of the government is
very much weakened. - e

Q: Why has it taken 13 years for Congress "

to become ofﬂczau y involved in tlus ?

A: Well, it’s a number of reasons. One, I
think the membership of the Warren Commis-
sion itself contained so many outstanding
people that it is difficult to believe that for
whatever reason they would not seriously try
‘to give the public a full answer. There's a
great reluctance to disbelieve people like
Justice Warren 'and Sen. Russell. Secondly, I

. think until Watergate people tended to dis-

believe that their government could be in-
volved in anything of this nature. But even
more recently the revelations, the accounts

of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro have gotten nd .

of the last reluctance there is

Q: Isit concexvab!e that the Warren Com-
mission — in the interests of national security
— participated in or agreed to some sort of
cover—up?

A: As a lawyer I tend to belxeve they made
the best conclusion they could from the evi-
.dence at hand. We know of so much key evi-
dence that was either withheld or destroyed
that you get a general feeling that they had
only a relatively small part of the really
important material. For example, Lee Har-
vey Oswald wrote a threatening note to an
FBI agent shortly before the assassination.
In a matter of an hour or two before Jack
Ruby shot Oswald, the FBI agent flushed it
down the toilet. Now this was never reported
to the Warren Commission. There are certain
people who can link Oswald and Ruby, and
this material was never passed to the com-
mission. So I think it’s a very harsh judgment

-to say that this very distinguished bunch of

Americans — including the chief justice of

the United States — purposely did not reach
:the proper concluston :

Q How Iong will it take tIze house to inves- .

tigate this affair and come to some sort of a
conclusion. Will zt be years away, do you
feel 20 . ,

A: No I don't thmk it w111 be that far away.
The House of Representatives had two basic
roads they could have followed. They could
have taken their staff members, people who
were thoroughly familiar with the subject but

equally opinionated, or they could start with

S_tivudeﬁts, Teachers Anested

In Raid on Soweto School:'

JOHANNESBURG — Riot police raided a
hlgh school in Soweto, a large black township
10 miles south of Johannesburg, today and
arrested all students and teachers. in ‘the
building.

Police Col J. Visser, head of the criminal
investigation division in Soweto, a center of
black unrest in South Africa, refused to com-
ment on the raid.

The number of persons detained was not
disclosed, but witnesses said police used four

 large vans to carry away those arrested.

" When police arrived at the school, a num-
ber of students rushed into the classrooms
and warned their teachers and other stu-
dents, the black newspaper The World re-
ported.

It said the raiding party included black -

and white police, some in uniform and others
wearing battle fatigues.

Heavily armed riot police in camouflage
battle dress patrclled parts of central Johan-
nesburg amid rumors of possible racial un-
restinthe city, |

A pohce spokesman described the patrols
as ‘“‘purely precautionary” and said the
possibility of trouble was slight.

Police have been on alert in the central
business distict of Iohannesburg, the nation’s
commercial capnal ever since downtown
demonstraticns oy black vouths in Septem-

ber. C e
A

' accomplxsh ? Why | was it formed ?

WILhoul [erribly distaslernul eviaence being
trotted out in-public. I Just don’'t thmk that’ s
necessary . .

- ,..

Q: You were the attorney for. James Edrl™
Ray. Do you feel that there is evidence that:.
could clear him or alternatxvely to prove zhat o*

he was not the lone assassin? | . X ,;

A: It is my own personal belief that there

was a conspiracy. I think that the question

would be resolved if James Earl Ray were -

- given a trial. I think most of us in the United }
.. States, most of the public certainly, and al-*

most all of Washington that I know were sim-.
ply amazed when a guilty plea was extracted™=
from him and he went off to serve a 99-year
term without a trial. It came as a great shock -
to most people and I think most people were
rather disappointgd in a crime of this magu’i—

tude a man would not in fact stay for a jury =
- trial. T'spent-six years trying to achieve this. -

I must confess I . was unsuceessful but it is ©
very possible that this investigation of the %

" House of Representatives would achieve in a s

lot shorter period than six years what we -
were unable to do in the courts. !
Q: The FBI is now known to have hounded .
Martin Luther King and there has been
speculation that the FBI may have some Way~
been involved in his death. Do you subscribe

to this possibility ? N

3

A: I have seen no evidence to that effect -
and I have seen in both the John F. Kennedy .
case and the Martin Luther King case that |
cne has to be careful to distinguish between
the crime and the investigation. I think in the -
Martin Luther King case that the FBI be-
cause of its animosity for Dr. King may not
have made what we would consider their best-
effort to investigate it. But we have made‘a’
Tong jump from that possibility to the possi-,
blity that we had anything to do with killing. -
It seems to.me that these are questions that’,

- gave the congressional commmittee the:
. powers that they have. I don't really know

that speculatlng gets anywhere o ;

Q: Your Commzttee to Investigate Assassi-;
nations, what do you think it has been able. to

r \o“
»

A: It was formed for two bas;c reasons..-

" One was to get the critics of the Warren Com-~

mission to coordinate their efforts. The basic”
aims of the group were to gather 1nformat10'1
to keep the subject of John Kennedy’s assas--
sination alive until we could convince the”

- Congress to reopen their own investigation. *
.Fortunately, I think we’ve been very success-«

ful. The subject has been kept alive. As the
climate in the country changed, the climate®

_in Congress changed, we were able, with the~

help of a lot of other people, to persuade themﬁ
go in with a full-fledged investigation. We'ifi-~
tend to,turn over ail of our investigation” to
them and to give any other assistance.

Q: There’s been an eternal fascination with
John F. Kennedy’s murder. Do you think
when or if the House investigation reaches its
conclusion that will lay to rest finally the
speculation?

"A: I believe that if this House commxttee
continues to get the support in the next Con-
gress that they have in the last months of this?
Congress, that they will investigate this kill:
ing thoroughly. I think they will cull out the
leads, I think they will loek ar all the evi-
dence, and if after that length of time and.
that length of investigating, they conclude,
that the Warren Commission was correct, I
certainly think that 9.9 percent of the people
will be satisfied. I must say that in all hones-:
ty, I know of a few people who are never,
going to be satisfied, at least you can never:
satisfy all of them because they each have a-
particular theory And these theories are.
internally inconsistent if nothing else. But L
think that as a practical matter that if a con=
gressional commmittee, and if not this one,
maybe the Senate commmittee or maybe both
of them, will attack the job they are supposed
todo, I think that most of the doubts, if not’all’

of them, will be lald to rest S
’ ‘*- ) - A
D “t
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Qand 4
‘U.S. Integrity
Is at Stake
in JFK Probe’

Bernerd Fensterwald Jr., a Washing-
ton lowyer who represented James
McCord during Watergate and James
Earl Ray, convicted of killing Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr., heads the Committee to

investigate Assassinations, o group of
private citizans that has investigated
the slayings of President John F. Kenne-
dy and others. He was interviewed by
V/eshington Star Staff Writer Michael J..
Satchell, .

Q: The Commiitze to Investigate
Assassinations has long been sus-
pected by some people of being some-
how connected with the CIA and you
Yyourself being labeled possxbly aClA
agent or CIA plant. Are you in fact a
CIA agent of any sort?

Fensterwald: No, 'ta a full-tirne
lawyer. Neither I nor my partnrer
have ever been affiliated with the
CIA or worked for the CIA either
with or without pay in any way,
shape or form. ! have no idea where

the rumor started. I don't know any-

-one that knows anything about my

history that has ever made such an’

accusation. On the converse side,
going back to the carly '60s when I
worked for the Senate as counsel for
one of thelr committees, I did an
investigation on the CIA and since

“then I have repr c.sc.’ ted a number of -
clients in cases against, the CIA to the
extent that if there’s.a2y evidence at

all, itall pomtb in the i te dxrectxon
Q: Is it posszb!e that the CIA or the
FBI has evidence locked away some-
wherz tiat could shed new light on
the investigations into the JFK assas-
sination or perbaps Martin Luther
King’s assassination? .

A: It's always possible, and there

is considerable evidence which is

under lock and key in the National
Archives today which will remain
classified until the year 2039 unless it

. is declassified by the various govern-

ment agencies, primarily the FBI

and the CIA. In addition to that, there . -
are literally thousands of documents -
-that the CIA did not give to the War-

ren Commission and did not go to the

-National Archives which have never

been made public. A number of free- .
dom of information suits have result-
ed in declassification of a part of this
material, yet we know from the index
they give us that they have a mass of
material which has never been made
public.

Q: Apart from material that might
prove distasteful or hurtful to the
Kennedy family, the JFK autopsy
photographs for example, is there
other evidence or do you feel there’s

other material under lock and key

that could shed significant light on
the assassinations?

See Q&Av G'll
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Jxmmy Carter is greeted as he arnves at Patnck Henry Axrport in Wllllamsburg for tomgt
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By leliam Delaney

Washington Star Staff Writer -

nati Reds were, breaking hearts in

President Ford were atteripting to

pluck New York and-Catholic heart- :

strings in the rose-bedecked opu-
lence of the Waldorf Astorxa s Grand
Ballroom.

Who won the series at last mght s
annual Alfred E. Smith Memorial
Foundation dinner was difficult. to

.<campawn statements kept reassur- L
, " ing the American people that the
'NEW YORK — While the Cmcm-:.._

economy ‘was sound and prosperxty

. 'was just around the corner.
Yankee Stadxum Jimmy Carter and -

determine — in part because most of -

the $100-a-plate diners appeared to:
be considerably more conservative
than the tradition generally associat-
ed with the’ New York governor
whose memory was being honored.
Boldly comparing his presidentia -

Governor Smith in 1928, and noting
" that. he,
-Smith, is being criticized for his reli-

gion and accent, the former Georgia.

governor provoked boos as well as
applause by gently suggesting that a

. candidacy to that of Democratic.

“Unfortunately, in,1928, the’ wrong
candidate won, and‘vjie next yearwe -
entered the Great Depression. I think
and I hope that the- results might be
different thisyear.” . -

Ford’s earlier, briefer remarks -
he left before Carter arrived — were

-closer to the apolitical spirit these

appearances are supposed to have .
However, the President bemoaned
the “negative tone” of 1976 politics,
obviously a reference to any chal-

. enger to the status quo.

The celebrity-studded benefit din-

_ner for New York area hospitals —

long a ‘‘must’ appearance for state-
wide politicians and near- obhaatory

“.-for presidential candidates since both
like the Roman Catholic -

Richard Nixon and John F. Kennedy

“spoke in 1960 — was presided over by

Ford victory mxght mgger another_-

Depressxon. S

' SMITH'S OPPONENT, Republican

Herbert Hoover, was ‘‘a decent lik-

able man who had never been elected
to statewide office,”” Carter said,

“‘who selected as his running mate a -

senator from Kansas, and whose

By Robert Pear

- Washington Star Statf Writer
Scientists said today that they-
have apparently found swine flu vac-
cine formulations for healthy chil-
dren aged 3 to 17, who until now were
excluded from the government’s

mass immunization program.
In nationwide trials over the last
three mmonths, doctors found that

i lu shot followed by a -
one swine flu sho y ~..said Dr. Robert Parrott, director o°

booster shot four weeks later seemed

New York’s Terence Cardinal Cooke,.

_who ushered the President and Car-

ter to and from the stage
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BOTH BEGAN thh essentlally the
samegag. =

Ford: * Sometlmes it gets confus-
ing, but it's always nice to come back
home — to Philadelphia.”

Carter: “It’s a great pIeasure to be

See CAMPAIGN, A6

" conducied in about 3,100 children by

investigators at 16 centers around
the country, including Children’s
Hospital in Washington, where 116
youngsters were -inoculated. Physi-
cians presented the results of their
studies at a meeting today at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health in Bethes-
da. '

“It looks as - though a two-dose

"schedule does work far children,”
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8RO~ HEALTH SERVICES

- <7 ADONIS Hi
Beautiful Staft
PLUS
- Handsome Attendants |
Low Prices

Satisfachon Guarantewd

539-4422

1129 King St., Alex., Va.

~ ANGEL'S
DIAL-ASERVICE

836-4250

13156 King st. Suite B, Atex., Va.

ARTESIAN
OFFERS
NEWSTAFF
£ LOWER PRICES

71376819

ECI K ST . NW

DESERT,
INN

A 1

303"1 1.18
ALL NEWSTAFF

3433 Conn. Ave, N.W.
Uptown, 2nd Floor
11 AM. 102 AM,

Walking distance to Major Hotels in
full comptiance with ati laws, 7egu-
lations and ordiances.

15% DISCOUNT

FAIRFAX CO.'s SECLUDED

ELDORADO

1, PRICE

FOR INFORMATICN CALL
534-5200
BAC, M/C Compiimentary
Beverages
2753 Cameron Rd., Falls Ch.

-
HELEN
725 11TH ST NW,
347-2604
§2¢ 4 ¢35 SPECIAL
in full compiiance with all laws,
roqulations & ardinances.

v INTERNATIONAL
SPECIAL DISCOUNT TCDAY WITH
THI5 AD CALL FOR INFO

6500 ARL. BLVD., 7 CORNERS

. 5344000
10 MINS. FROM D.C. ON RTE. 50
15 MINS, FROM NAT'L AIRPORT

KINGS KASTLE

“TWIN SPECIALS”

511 11TH ST. S.E. OFF PA. AVE.
CONVENIENT TO CAPITOL HILL
In Full complianc with ali {aw, regu-

lations and ordinances.

MARYLAND
SCAN SAUNA

Frog sauna with avery service
6852 New Mampshire Ave.
Al East-Wrest Highway

8 A.M. TO MIDNIGHT 7 DAYS

*ATLANTIS*
Tired at high prices visit us today.
Edjoy qur Halloween special, guess
how many candies in our pumpkin,
and reczive 3 free service with a
lovely attendant of your choice.

548-6299
121 5. Henry 51, Alex., Va.
WELCOME

4*NEWTOWERS#

‘Y vourve tried the rest, now try the
best. Halloween special will be
starting this week. NEW TOWERS,
towers over ali the other. $25 SPE-
CIAL DAILY, Don‘t detay, call

1oday.
836-9800
1813 Duke St.. Alex., Va.
BAC Welcome

Number One Mumber Cne Numbar
i BELTSVILLE'S BEST

CONTINENTAL
937-2211

Appreciate beauly as weil as dis-
count rates at our guaint Hut highly
accommaodaling club, select persen-
atly your attendant from 2 tine al-
tractive statt of 8. In very caomtort-
able surroundings. Visit us. we're
sure you'll agree, we are the best.
5017 Herza) Pl Beltsville, Md.

- SHELIA'S

8444 Ardmore-Ardwick Rd
LANDOVER. MD,

OFFRT. 50 & 495 341-1771

SILK STOCKINGS
DIALASERVICE

R47-0533

QAL

2oy sz
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A: Well, certainly from reviewing the
index of the withheld material which they
have been forced to supply to various district
courts, you get the impression that much
-very vital information is being withheld.
Again, I say, without knowing what that
information is, it’s hard to say where it’'s
going to point.

,
RS
; ) . -

Continued From A-1

Q: Can you hazard a guess as to what they
might have? '

A: No, I can’t. I can only tell you so far as
the CIA is concerned a large part of the with-
held testimony involves a trip Lee Harvey
Oswald made to Mexico just immediately
pricr to the assassination. No one in the pub-
lic knows what this trip was all about. But we
do know that the CIA has been particularly
sensitive with respect to that. We do know
that there were CIA cameras taking pictures
of people going in and out of the Cuban and
Soviet embassies and they took a number of
pictures of a man they labeled Lee Harvey

 Oswald. From looking at him, he is obviously
not Lee Harvey Oswald, but the CIA will not
identify him ‘

public to just simply release this information
and get to the bottom of the matter once-an

A: The Committee to Investigate Assassi-
nations has urged through the years that all
of the information with respect to the John
Kennedy assassination be made public. The
official solution is that Lee Harvey Oswald
was a lone nut killer and that there were no
other people involved and there were no
international ramifications. And therefore,
taking that story as gospel makes it difficult
for a lawyer to see why they should cover
anything. However, there is this intense de-
sire on the part of government to keep it se-
cret, and I think in any lawsuit where you-
have this sort of mania for locking the evi-
dence up you create the suspicion that there’s
more there. And I dori’t think anybody at this
time outside the government knows what
happened to John Kennedy. I think the con-
gressional committees in time will find out.

Q: It has been 13 years since the Kennedy
assassination. Why reopen his grave?

A: It's not really a question of reopening
his grave. I know the subject is frequently
talked about in terms similar to that. I think
that the integrity of our whole political proc-
ess is probably at stake because whether the

think that the American people — and the
polls bear this out — have a great doubt as to
whether Oswald was properly investigated.
They have a doubt as to whether Oswald was
a lone nut killer. And until their doubts can
be satisfied, I think the integrity of the sys-
tem and the credibility of the government is
very much weakened. -

Q: Why has it taken 13 years for Congress
to become officially involved in this?

A: Well, it's a number of reasons. One, I
think the membership of the Warren Commis-
sion itself contained so many outstanding
people that it is difficult to believe that for
whatever reason they would not seriously try
to give the public a full answer, There’s a
great reluctance to disbelieve people like
Justice Warren and Sen. Russell. Secondly, I
think until Watergate people tended to dis-
believe that their government could be in-
volved in anything of this nature. But even
more recently the revelations, the accounts

! Friday, Cictobur 22, 1976 ~ *

Q: Would it not better serve the American .

for all? . E

Warren Commission was right or wrong, I -

'
!

‘can’t see any reason why it cannot be done .

o

BERNARD FENSTERWALD JR.
. Ray case involved “(:onspxracy” :

people who were good lawyers and good
investigators and start with a clean miad and
simply go down the same road that others .:
have been going down for 12 years. They

chose the latter. That will take somewhat

more time, but with the caliber of people that. '
have been chosen I can’t see that it’s going to -
‘take a matter of years. I think it will take-a -

number of months longer than it would going Z
the other way. - - S S E

Q: Eunice Shriver, who of course lost two -
brothers to assassins, has said that she would "-
prefer the whole thing be dropped, that the ',
investigations into JFK and Robert Kenne-- -
dy’s deats shouldn’t be opened. How do you "~

- respond when a family member expresses

this kind of a sentiment? - .. C et
A: Well, I think all of us feel a basic.z
sympathy, not only for Mrs. Shriver but also ©;
for Mrs. Rose Kennedy and for the remaining =
brother, Sen. Kennedy. But it’s my own feels;
ing that the guestion of what happened to the®
Kennedy brothers, if something more than®
meets the eye did occur, is really a matter of .
national concern and transcends their own 3
very understandable interest in it. I think =
that the investigation certainly into President -+
Kennedy’s death can be done in such a way 0
as to cause minimum'grief to the family. And
I think there’s a very good chance that this
will happen because I think the members of &
the House of Representatives and the mem- ;

bers of the Church committee in the Senate -

are very well aware of the problem, and I

Wonn JHEL

without terribly. distasteful evidence being
trotted out in public. I just don’t think that’s ;:
necessary. B IR+
Q: You were the attorney for James Earl™-
Ray. Do you feel that there is evidence that 3
could clear him or alternatively to prove that

.
. b
he was not the lone assassin? |

&
A: It is my own personal belief that there 3
was a conspiracy. I think that the question »

 would be resolved if James Earl Ray were «»
given a trial. I think most of us in the Unitéd ; -
_ States, most of the public certainly, and al-=

most all of Washington that I know were sim-..
ply amazed when a guilty plea was extracted™
from him and he went off to serve a 95-year j

. term without a trial. It came as a great shock ~

to most people and I think most people were
rather disappointad in a crime of this magni-."
tude a man would not in fact stay for a jury »

of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro have gotten rid -

of the last reluctance thereis . @ " ... . .. ; a S
- i T ees i T'muyst confess T.was unsuccessful, but it is
. very possible that this investigation of the
* House of Representatives would achieve in a
lot shorter period than six years what we

+ were unable to do in the courts.:> s

- trial. I-spent six years trying to achieve this. -
Q: Is it conceivable that the Warren Com-
mission — in the interests of national security
— participated in or agreed to some sort of
cover-up? . L L

BYRT ALY

&y

, 'Q: The FBI ig now known to hév.e hbiinded;
Martin Luther King and there has beeny
- speculatior that the FBI may have some way"

A: As a lawyer [ tend to believe the? made
the best conclusion they could from the evi-
Aamro ot hand Wa naw af en much kav evi-
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POW TIANY CNOIES W QU PUnpsan,
and receive a free service with a
fovely attendant of your choice.

6299

121 S. Henry St Alex,, Va.
AC WELCOME

*NEWTOWERS &

You've tried the rest, now iry the
bes!. Hailoween special will be

starting this week, NEW TOWERS,
towers over all the other. $25 SPE-
CIAL DAtLY, Don't delay, cail

today.
836-9500
1813 Duke 51, Alex., Va.
BAC Welcome

Humber Qne Kumber One Number
. BELTSVILLE'S BEST -

CONTINENTAL
937.2211 :

Appreciale beauty as well as dis-
count rates at our guaint but highty
sccommodating club, select persen.
ally your attendant frem 2 fine at.
{ractive statf of 8. tn very comfort-
able surroundings. Visit us, we're
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5017 Herzet P, Beltsvitle, Md.
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LANDOVER, MD. :
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- SILK STOCKINGS
DIALASERVICE -

426 Bth ST. WASH.

WOODLAWN

HEALTH CLUB
DIAL 360-5888

FOR OUR ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Lovely new faces, Lowes! prices |
7. BELVOIR AREA
8743 Cooper Rd., Alex, Va.
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AIRPLAKE, ‘66 Piper 183, for sale,
145077, trans, glide siope, excel.
cond. 703-373.-5555 & 373-5666. -
CESSKA 15 172, clean, 1FR. §17,%00,
make offer, (703) 759-3491.
C-150 ‘74 1F R, private owner since
new. Call 821-2720 eves. & wkends. -
FOR RENT: C-150 or IT7RG
Calf 821-2720 eves. & wkends. *

airstrip, 3 b.r. hse. $78,500. (703)
347-3451). Eves., (703) 9374948,
SKY HAWK T2, certified |FR,, 1200
T, like mew, $7300 partnership.
£93-4170.
STINSON ‘46 108, 150 hp, 17067T
{rophy winner. (703) 6704161,
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be satisfied, I think the integrity of the sys-
tem and the credibility of the government is
very much weakened.

“
4

Q: Why has it taken 13 years for Congress '

to become officially involved in this ?

A: Well, it’s a number of reasons. One, I
think the membership of the Warren Commis-
sion itself contained so many outstanding
people that it is difficult to believe that for
whatever reason they would not seriously try
to give the public a full answer. There’s a
great reluctance to disbelieve people like
Justice Warren and Sen. Russell. Secondly, 1

- think until Watergate people tended to dis-

believe that their government could be in-
volved in anything of this nature. But even
more recently the revelations, the accounts

of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro have gotten nd -

of the last reluctance there i is .-

Q: Is it concexvable that the Waz‘ren Com-
mission — in the interests of national security

. — participated in or agreed to some sort of

cover—up ?

A:Asa lawyer Itend to beheve they made '

the best conclusion they could from the evi-
dence at hand. We know of so much key evi-
dence that was either withheld or destroyed
that you get a general feeling that they had
only a relatively small part of the really
important material. For example, Lee Har-
vey Oswald wrote a threatening note to an
FBI agent shortly before the assassination.
In a matter of an hour or two before Jack
Ruby shot Oswald, the FBI agent flushed it
down the toilet. Now this was never reported
to the Warren Commission. There are certain

people who can link Oswald and Ruby, and = .

this material was never passed to the com-
mission. So I think it’s a very harsh judgment

.to say that this very distinguished bunch of

Americans - including the chief justice of
the United States — purpoeely did not reach

‘the pmper conclusxon

) Q How Iong wxll it take the House to inves- '
tigate this affair and come to some sort of a

concluszon Will lt be years away, do you
feel? -

A No I don’t thmk it will be that far away.
The Hnuse of Representatives had two basic
roads they could have followed. They could
have taken their staff members, people who
were thoroughly familiar with the subject but
equally opinionated, or they could start with

Studehis, Teachérs Arrested
In Raid on Soweto School

JOHANNESBURG — Riof police raided a
high school in Soweto, a large black township
10 miles south of Johannesburg, today and
arrested all students and teachers in the
building.

Pohce Col. J. Visser, head of the criminal
investigation division in Soweto, a center of
black unrest in South Africa, refused to com-
ment on the raid. ’

The number of persons detained was not
disclosed, but witnesses said police used four

large vans to carry away those arrested.

When police arrived at the school, a num-
ber of students rushed into the classrooms
and warned their teachers and other stiu-
dents, the black newspaper The World re-
ported.

It said the raiding party included black
and white police, some in uniform and others
wearing battle fatigues.

Heavily armed riot police in camouflage
battle dress patrolled parts of central Johan-
nesburg amid rumors of possible racial un-
rest in the city.

A police spokesman described the patrols
as ‘‘purely precautionary” and said the
possibility of trouble was slight.

Police have been on alert in the central
business distict of Johannesburg, the nation’s
commercial capital, ever since downtown
l(iemon(;tratmns by blacll youths in Septem-

er . ‘
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Ex'otted out m pubhc I just don't thmk thm b R
necessary :

Q: You were the attorney for Ja.mes Edrl”

Ray. Do you feel that there is evidence that?
could clear him or altemauvely to prove that .

he was not the lone assassin?

A: Itis my own personal belief that there ¥
was a conspiracy. I think that the question
would be resolved if James Earl Ray were. w2
given a trial. I think most of us in the Unitéd {"

.. States, most of the public certainly, and 3l-:
most all of Washington that I know were sim-

ply amazed when a guilty plea was extracted~
from him and he went off to serve a 99-year *
term without a trial. It came as a great shock
to most people and I think most people wére '_
rather disappointed in a crime of this magm- :
tude a2 man would not in fact stay for a Jury

- trial. I spent-six years trying to achieve this. -

I must confess I was unsuccessful, but it is ®
very possible that this investigation of the
House of Representatives would achieve in a :
lot shorter period than six years what we

were unable to do m the courts.

Q: The FBI is now Imown to have hounded
Martin Luther King and there has been’;
speculation that the FBI may have some W.—..Y'J
been involved in his death. Do you subscr Ibe a
to this possibility ? . v w

A: I have seen no evidence to that effect -
and I have seen in both the John F. Kennedy ,
case and the Martin Luther King case that |
one has to be careful to distinguish between =
the crime and the investigation. I think in the
Martin Luther King case that the FBI be- |
cause of its animosity for Dr. King may not*
have made what we would consider their best
effort to investigate it. But we have made a’

- long jump from that possibility to the possi-.

blity that we had anything to do with killing.
It seems to me that these are questions that..
gave the congressional commmittee the;

. powers that they have. I don’t really know.’

that speculatmg gets anvwhere.

Q Your Committee to Investigate Assa csx-»
nations, what do ycu think it has been able. lo
accomp!zsb ? Why was it formed? S

A: It was formed for two basic reasous...
One was to get the critics of the Warren Com-"
mission to coordinate their efforts. The basic™”
aims of the group were to gather mfcrmdtxon
to keep the subject of John Kennedy's assas-
sination alive until we could convince the"
Congress to reopen theu cwn investigation.
Fortunately, I think we've been very success-
ful. The sub)ect has been kept alive. As the”
climate in the country changed, the climate”
in Congress changed, we were able, with the”
help of a lot of other people, to persudde themq
go in with a full-fledged investigation. We'ii
tend to,turn over all of our investigation to
them and to give any other assistance.

Q: There’s been an eternal fascination with
John F. Kennedy’s murder. Do you think
when or if the House investigation reaches its
conclusion that will lay to rest finally the
speculation?

TA: T beheve that if this House committee
continues to'get the support in the next Con-
gress that they have in the last months of this:
Congress, that they will investigate this kill<
ing thoroughly. I think they will cull out the
leads, I think they will look at all the evi-
dence, and if after that length of time and.
that length of investigating, they conclude,
that the Warren Commission was correct, I
certainly think that 99.9 percent of the people
will be satisfied. I must say that in all hones«
ty, I know of a few people who are never
going to be satisfied, at least you can never,
satisfy all of them because they each have a-
particular theory. And these theories are.
internally inconsistent if nothing else. But I
think that as a practical matter that if a con~
gressional commumittee, and if not this onc;
maybe the Senate commumittee or maybe both
of them, will attack the job they are supposed

todo, Ithlr‘k that most of the doubts, if not dll

of them w111 be laid to re<t St

»





