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U15. Hoirse or REPRESEX1‘.-\'1‘I\'ES, 
SELECT Oon.\ur'r1-:1-2 o.\' Ass.\ss1x.-vrzoxs, 

I 
ll~'a.s-hingtcm, D. O. , December 31, 1976. 

I-Ion. 1-lnmuxn L. II.=:;\'sm\\\', Jr., : 

Clark, U.S. Housé Qf Representatives, Washington, 77.0. 
DEAR M 11. I-I.n.\*s1~m\\': On behalf of the \$HO\\SO Select Committee 

on Ass:1s.~=inutions nnrl pursuant to the mn.n<la.te of House Resolution 
1540, I am t1-uusniitting herewith to the House of Ropresentatix-'es the 
report- of t-he connnittee representing the result-s of the committee's 
investigation and study since its inception on September 17, 1976. The 
report includes the recoimnendat-ions of the connnittee with respect 
to continued investigation by the House of Representatives of the 
assassinations of John F." Kennedy and Martin Lntlrer King, Jr. 

I would like, ut. this time, to express the deep appreciation of the 
connnittee to the committee staff for its excellent work on this phase 
of the Select Committee’s irivestigatioit. 

I note, on my retirement from the House of llepresentativcs, the 
fine start. which has been made on this investigation, for whose initia- 
tion I lmve worked over the pest, years. It is my sincere hope that the 
House will see fit to proceed with the investigation in the same 
thorough and professional manner in which it has begun. 

Sincerely, " i 

I T1-xo.\ms N. Dom\'n\:o, - 

- Olza.'irma-n 

‘.1. 
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. RESULTS AND I£I§COMMEND.:\T.T.OXS OF THE Y 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSIXATIONS 

Dizcmnmn 31, 19T6.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House 
' on the State of the Union and ordered to be printed 

Mr. Dow.-\-1_\'c, from t-he Select Committee on Assnssinations 
submitted the following 

_

Q REPORQ 

»~..’ 

1-1;», 

._§_ 

_-I 

0.»

~ 
/I~

, 

--._. 

_ . \ - 1.-\. ...» - .. — ~ ~ 

J 
y ‘ 

A-_- 

n Q Q 

I z . 

~>------~~--~~ -» -_'-“M. _. -, .---- -----~~ ~~ ~ -——----,---.--v-_-v—....._-_-_>__... _.....,........-.v...._ ,_ _ ,_ ,__ ,__ 
- ’A_ __ _ _ 4___ 

-1- ~-— ---.._. _.,.-... 

1.J\<-‘
~ 

\ 

_ ~ , 
. - . _ w 

~ ‘* ~¢<|1 
~m 

_ w » " \ 

-» -- ~».~. <; .;..»....-,.. \ w 

~ " -.1-*.--"La". _-'»'__; . 
- '* » - _ *,.:\:,.£~;§:§?

- = 
‘ 

51» 

* ~ _ ~ 21%? 1;; 
A. ...‘-..»-_»~..~.-. .7. V '0,‘ _ 4 

~ - -~‘ . 

‘ 
' 

' 
. _" . 

~ --‘ , 

. - 1:1. .1.,‘,‘.¢_,.i_ .. 
M 3.9,,’ ’ - ififilig 

- .. 
. ¢ 

h ‘.. , I t §“,:,£ 
‘ 

.. 
- £61! 

‘Q. .
” 

“ 
» ‘ a ‘ii 

‘k -A 

k J 

.,l I4 \ ., ~ - 
H 

. 4 ,4 Hun , 

§
.

I"



"4, !\4 .. 

- 

- ~ - ---.».- a. .. -.__._.._-...~¢u.u:..\.u..u.-..'.._....._......._ 

, 

.-............-.,--.. -,_- 

v . 

, . 

0 _ 
.

. 

\ t

t

v 

11‘ 

4.0.3;-¥'a-v. 

12-'-in 

.4 

A’ _<\.»¢ -... 

3;, 3:4-.. 
2?," ,, 

‘=:‘.. _ ' .~'.> 
- .

\

c 

4,4 

..,

\ 

u. 

.-

3

4
- 

.3 

:

4 

,,-a 

..\ 

.--1 

t
: 

-l .. 

'

1 
1 . 

--r-4 

4-_-1 

.4 

.5 

‘. 
-I

1

\

| 

' G - Q» 

_ 
. I. INTRODUCTION _.

. 

Twelve" \'0tU'S have passed since the ‘Warren Conunission released 
its report iiudiug that Lee I'Iar\'cy Oswalcl was the sole assassin of 
President John F. 1{cuned_y. - A 

- . 

Eiglit _\_'t-are have passed since Judge \V. Preston Batt-le of the 

Shelby County, Tcnn., Criminal Court accepted James Earl Ra)-"s 
plea. of guilty to the murder of Dr. M;artin Luther King, Jr. . 

The passage of time has not he-;-fled the national trauma caused b_v 

these assassinations. In the ensuing ydprs, old doubts have remained 
and new disturbing questions have been raised as additional evidence 
has come to light. _ , 

i 
‘p 

. , 
V

. 

The following are just a few examples of these new issues: 
(1) Did the Central Intelligence Agency deliberately‘ avoid furnish- 

ing critical information to the Federal Bureau oi Investigation which 
would have resulted in the sur\-'eill_ance of Lee IIar\~'ey Oswald prior 
to the assassination of President Kennedy? If so, why? 

'

_ 

('2) Was critical evidence withheld from the Warren Commission? 
If so, why? ~ 

- \ : 
Y - 

The §].S. Senate $elgct §Igg1ng_'_\}'fiI»8§ to Study Governmental Opera- 
tions in a. rgport. released Aplfl 23, 1§)'Z§"§, §p]_]§l3]g]§g] ]»lt‘1,;; the per- 

’ . I I I I 

_formauce of U.S. mtelhzenco {\£{81'lCl€S “A-‘as clegect-we both with respect, 
' *' ' I’ d o 1°1cs1<1ent wane v as 

_\\-‘ell as the reporting to the ’l‘hab 1"<>p<>1't states 

inpart: A .-- 
In the days following the assassination of President 

» Kennedy, nothing was more ir'n ortant to this country ; 

than to determine the facts of his dieatli; no one single event _ 

' 4 ‘has shaken the countx‘$' more. Yet the evidence the Com- 
' 

‘rnit-tee has ‘developed suggests that, for di{'ferent-‘reasons, 
. 

both the CIA and the "FBI. failed in, or avoided carrying _ 

out,‘ccrtain of their responsibilities in‘ this matter.‘ ~
' 

"' 
V 

" #‘1'=e- *T ‘ s ~-=01 
>3‘ # 

. 

' The Committee emphasizes that it has not unc9,\Lered . 

‘any evidence sutficient to pstifytvn CQ1_1§l_l_tSi_Q}}_iii_Qv§Q}V'fl5 a. ,.. 

j 

con'spiracy'"'t'o""i\ssa.ssinate Presiclent~Konued_v. The 6651-
' 

.1 mittee',"'has, however, developed evidence which impeachcs
- 

-the process by which the intelligence agencies arrived at their 
_ 

‘own conclusions about the assassination, and by which 
' they provided information to the Warren Connnission. _. 

This crrirlence indicates that the in.z‘estz'guI.ion of the assassina- 
tion was deficient and ih.u,t_facts which ‘might have szzbstantiallg/"

“ 

qflectecl the course of the 'im‘esti_r;a.t~ion. were not yarovided the 

l'VG,’T'l'6’lt Oom-mission. or those in.cl_ivizluaZs within the 1"I»'I a-ncl “ CIA, as well as other agencies of Government 'u.=ho_1/:erc charged. - 

with iimvesiigating the assassination. (Emphasis supplied.) __ 
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(3) There are reports of intensive snr\-'eillanc'e of Dr. ;\l='u~tiu Luther 
King by domestic intelligence agencies, including the FBI. Who and 
where were these agents at the time of Dr. King's assassination? D0 
~thcy have any evidence concerning the assassination or any plans to 
commit it-? Was this surveillance deliberately curtailed prior to the 
assassination? And, if so, wliy? ‘ ' 

: 
- 

'

. 

' 

(4) There are reports that there were unusual transfers of per.=on'nel 
by the ;\Iemphis .'[*,ire and Police Departmentson‘ April 3 and April -1, 
1968, which may oi: may not have atfected the security of Dr. King. 
If so, why were these t-ransfeis made and at whosedirectiou? 

' Over the years repeated disclosures of agciicy misconduct, foreign 
assassination attempt-s, concealed information, destruction ‘of evi- 
dence and possible deliberate inisintbrmation ha\"e,fostered among 
our cit-i'zens_a11~e11_}5_uinv'_ lack of eqrifitleiice ii1°'Go}f_ei‘iiiiieiitwreiifzies. 

“” ' 

~*‘As a. 1"esf1lt,‘tilie1"e'lTas been a groi\'ii_Tg""seiise"of nat-ional 'co1'icern 
about !<lJ.e..adequr_i_g)L Q]}_(l,_l_l,1__t_§'-,__I'IlLy-~Of3_§_b§,QlSlgiD£1_l_Q_T_tX§§_Q=*Y11 t-ions. The 
history of tlieszcflassassi1n1tions_lini§'Ylemonstra ted that--the passage of 
more time will only increase that concern, and only :1. thorough and 
definitive inquiry at this time will iresolve the growing doubts, - 

On September 17, 1976, the House of licpresentati\=es rose to this 
challenge. It created the Select Commit-tee on Assassinations (ll. Res. 
1540) wit.-h the mandate to conduct a “full and complete in\'esti_:;ation 
of the circumstances surrounding the death of John F. l\'.ennedy and 
the death of Martin Luther King, J'r., and of any others the Select 
Coinmitteeshall determine.” -- ' 

Y 

' ' ' ' 

‘ The members of the Select Committee recognized the need to re- 
solve certain preliminary matters in the 3 months remaining before 
the close of the 94th Congress. With a_realist-ic.ap )1‘8lSfll of the task 
in mind, stafiing and budget levels were determined. 'J.‘hre.=hold inves- 
tigative inquiries were begun. With the advent of the n‘e.\v Congress 
the committee is, new prepared to proceed with‘ the investigation. 

- The committee undertook ffllegislative mandate with the recog- 
nition of its responsibility to. t ie American public. The purpose of 
this mandate is to invest-igat-e and provide the facts relating. to both 
assassinations and to do so in a manner which will be credtble, pre- 
fessional, ethical and will reflect well on the integrity of Congress, 

Pursuant to_t-his mandate, the committee will make reeonnnenr.la- 
tions regarding the adequacy of existing laws relating to the assassina- 
tion of the-I’resi<le-nt of the United St-ates, conspiracy, deprivation of 
civil rights, and the invest-igatory1nitl1ority and capabilit-y of agencies 
and department-s of the Unitecl Stht"-es government; _ _ 

The committee has received widespread support for this legislative 
investigation. An assistant counsel to the Warren Commission. citing 
recent disclosures of documents which were withheld from tl1e'\\'arren 
Commission, strongly urged the reopening to the in\'estigation. lIe 
stressed that “t-hc conduct of the Cornmission and of the agencies upon 
which it relied should be carefully examined and any new information 
be fully pursued." " 

_

i 

The important questions, he said,_are “not only how and why Presi- 
dent Kemiedy was assassinated, but how such cventscan he etlectively 
investigated.” 1-Ie was joined by another assistant counsel to the 
\Var1’en Coinznissi~en' who lfi\$ endorsed “a full and thorough investiga- 
tion of both assassinations.” 
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I In the case of the King ass=\ssination', the committee was provided 
with the results of a 197-5 investigation conducted by the Atlanta, Gay, 
Bureau oi Police Services. The report, states in part: “ *‘ ’*‘ cvcna 
cursory c.\'an1ination of certain information presented to us elicits 
somevery interesting series of coincidences which would appear to 
merit investigation" by appropriate agencies.” The report urges that 
a new investigation be undertaken in order to roach “a. more defini- 
tive position on the circumstances surrounding the assussiuatiori of 
Dr. Mart-in Luther King, Jr.” .

~ 

- r '11. THE co.u.\n'r'rn1~:’s I.\'I'1‘I.-\L ACTIONS - 
. 

-. -
= 

The committee’s first task was the selectionaud appointment of 0. 
chief counsel and director. . 

' 
-

. 

The committee obtained the ser Pices of QiQl}:1i'<l Q1 §;pr% 1*, ue. Mr. Sprague served as First Assistant .l\istrict ltttorney o _’.h1 adclphia, 
1’»a., from ‘June 1966, until December 1974, H0 lm-s‘rcpreseutcd the 
Connuonwealth of Pennsylvania as prosecuting attorney in more 
than 10,000 criininal trials. Serving-as Special Prosecu tor for Washing- 
ton County, 1’a., he was responsible for the investigation and subse- 
quent prosecution of _the ?1'ablons_l'<i m1;1'(lg;' cases. As Special Assistant 
to the Attorney General o t ie hiitcd States, ho was 1-csponsible for 
the conviction of XV. A. “'l‘ony’~’ 1_35vyle,,the-deposetl-president of the 
U11ite(li\[iiieWor_kex's. ~ 

:7’. - 1 * 

The cioiii'ifii“iIté'e considered the necessity of moving expeditiously 
on both ilivestigations. It felt that new evidence pertaining to either 
the Kennedy or King assassination~should be pursued -innnediately,- 
that further delay would he un\va.rrm1t-ecl. ' 

y 

i 

i

" 

Thus, the committee decided to pursue each investigation simul- 
taneously. It organized itself into two subcoininit-tees: one, chaired 
by Walter E. 'Fauntroy to direct the King investigation; the other, 
chaired by Richardson Prcyer to pursue the Kennedy probe. All 
membeis of the Full Committee will be active in both investigations. 
The committee agreetl upon the need for a stnl'l' of 170. 'l‘liis figure 

p1'oviili=§.s“l'oi' "two inve§'ti'§atliv6"'t'éa11is“B'i"i'17f_ipF6fi3TlT5ly“'15 kattorn eys 
and 25 illVET§_i-ig{l.“i»§_>l_'_S__f’{tCl1. It is ‘the intent-ion of the c?ii'finii't't6'é"”t-o 

recruit" the best‘ta1lent'within this Nation. The committee believes 
it can attract dedicated professionals in the field of criminal investiga- 
tion with broad experience and ability, who will view this call as a 
irofessional challenge. as well as an op ortunity for public service. 
gubstantial progress has been made in tliis area. 4 

'

_ 

Finally, the committee decided unanimously not to conduct -the 
investigations under deadlines. .One reason for this is to avoid a 
situation where an agency, individual or group» might engage in 
delaying tactics in an attempt to outlast -the committee. - 

'l.‘he Warren Commission’, which was under intense pressure to 
resolve the question of responsibility for the Kennedy assassination 
quickly, produced its final report within 10 months. 'l‘ha.t Commission 
did not have an independent investigative staif and conducted its 
proceedings in closed hearings.» These factors, which may or may 
not have influenced the outcome of the Commission's investigation, 
have nevertheless contributed to the increasing challenges to that 
Commission's conclusions. 
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With the passage of time since the original investigations, there is 
trio longer the pressure to_ arrive at quick conclusions. The Select

' 

‘Committee, with the advantage of _hind_§ight, with independent _ 

iiivest-i<_>;atoi's, 

' . 

- ~ _ 
7 ‘-.1‘ ,_\ 

I
- 

,
. 

1-, 

4 . 

.
P 

and \vitlioiifTai‘tific*HITlcarllhies, will conduct the full,
. 

dispa-ssiona-te, and eoinpreliensive investigation tliat is necessary. - 

To the c.\'tent trligit it tl08S,,1_1_Qii in1p__e_dcv__qg_@jip_aiijllig_inte;g'it3;gf 

the iii*:csti-_1:it_i_9i_i, 1li£__(‘O1@_';l}_i§_t,_(;_(§___l1_1§€l1(l_E§____tQ___l;Ql§l___O)b11':_11§;;;Elll},1’§,:____ 

These sessions will_be held as the investigations lead to verifiable - 

conclusions, which either prove or disprove prior findings or allega- 
tions. In observing "the various witnesses and being able to observe 
their demeanor and judge their credibility, _t-he American public will 1 

have a greater basis foi-gcoiitidence in ultimate conclusions. 
‘1‘hese-

p 

sessions will also enable the public to observe the investigation as it 

unfolds. 
- - 

- 
'

; 

- '_ iii. i>m1:i.iiiix.\nv 'INVES'1‘IG.'L'I‘ION AND ANALYSES ' 
‘ ~ 

. In the 3 months since its establisliinent the Select Committee has 
initiated pi'eliniinar_\' investigations into new and previously iin- 

pursued leads in both assassinations. While we cannot yet verify 
the results of our pi‘elimiiiary investieations, we can provide two 
examples which are iepreseiit-ative of the investigative activity that. 
_the commit-tee has undertaken. _ 

' 

_ 

- 1 . 

On November 26, 1976, committee staff questioned extensively _, 

an ex-CIA agent regarding his personal knowledge of conversations . 

between Lee Harvey Oswald and peisoniiel within the Soviet and 
Cuban Embassies iii Me.\'ico City. - 

- ~ Ll 

As ii result of the initial qiiestioning, membeis of the Kennedy 
Si.ibcoinniit.tee held an executive session on November 27. Based on 
intorination obtained cluringtlie 'lieai'ii\g,'_ staff ineiiibei~s'\v_ei'e dis- 

7 ‘ _ ,' -. -. - ‘ . - . - 
' ~ ' 

D . 

- ll 
. -“Q

I 

. further-instructions to aid in his continuing fiiglit. 
- 

~
; 

In other areas of 1!\(\l\l'\’) committee staff has interviewed ieisoiis 
. . 1 ~ .

- 

with new relevaiit infoi-mat-ioii who had never been contacted y :my g y 

investiiative 
such information. _ 

- .

- 

in addition to puisuing other new investigative leads, the com-
l 

-niittec has been conducting an intensive analysis of the evicli-iice 

available in both assa;~:sinat.ioiis in order to define and determine the 
nature and scope of the iiiqiiiry. _ 

' 

" 
- 

_ _ 
- ~ _- ., 

patched to Mexico where they located and intervieii-'ed new witnesses 
lhese “It-l19S>8a had iievei l.ie_en sought oiit befoie by any inviastiyq; 

tive body, notivitlistandinv l}l_10_i§_l._(;i£ tliatt-liev iiiipoi‘taiit_niioi-iii1- . /- 
I I . .,- _.._.\,.,_,<< -~-a ' n~ 

tion‘ coiiceriiuig stateineiits by Lee I-1'ai'vey"Osyg:ild,iii h-Iexico \ijit_li".nN_X
~ 

~ 
‘ "" ~-~-. i- - ~ ... ..»~-»»-" " ' ."“"“""‘ Z’- - 

‘G0 days oi the assassination of President Iaenneily. .
. 

\Vith respect to the assassination of fD_r. lung, coinniittee 
counsel . 

obtained 1‘8lCVfll1b iiiforiiiation from a. witness who had never been 
-inteiviewed before by any investigative agency. This witness has 
stated that James Earl Ray related to him the fact tlist'aftei' itay

- 

fled to Euro ic Ra ~' contacted aiiother eisoit from whom he received i

. 

1 i 3 . . P. . 

agency. The conniiittee intends to contiiiue to plll‘>ll0 . !_~ 

With respect to the Keiineclv iiivestigatioii, the chief coiiii_.<el 

presented the committee with a. list of liiindreds-of quostieiis wliicli it 

must. be resolved. The committee also has identified several hundred 
~

’ 

ivilnesscs who iiiiist be interviewed. ~ 

T he coin mitt ee has taken positive steps to insure tliatitivill iii-eserve 
all i-elcvaiit nia-tcrnils in the possession of investigative 

agencies. Itnas 
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issued several subpenas duccs tccum to insure evidence willbc made - 

' 

I
' 

n.vailablef.l‘he committee has been informed that the (Tentr-il In l.t-lli- - 

=~~"3~’F- gence Agency alone is in possession of niorc than (it) cartons of zuatcr- l 

»-"-, ‘.4 

. 
;‘; ials relating to the ftSSfl.S$ll1t1i-1011.01‘ President. licnncdv and the aetivi- ‘ 

| 

l 

' ‘ 
l

* 

ii 
ties of Lee Harvey Oswald prior to that assassiii:1.t.io1_fi A

I 
- \'Vith respect to t-he assassination of Dr. l{i11gTfl1e co1inuitlee's ” 

‘ 

'" 

- initial examination of the events and eircun1stances'during tho periodj 1 

‘ of James Earl l.ta.y’s escape from prison in Missouri in 1957 until his -‘ 

capture and subsequent extradition from Engla-nd in 1963 gave rise to 4. 

hundreds of questions. _The committee has completed :1 detailed analy-' 
, sis of the stipulations of fact contained in the ,g'uilt__\_-' plea of Ray in 1

‘ 

March 1969.»The committee noted that during the-course,-of the plea 
proceedings, Ray rose to advise the court that he did not concur with ' 

statements made by both the‘State prosecutor and his own attorney, 
- that there had not been a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. . 

'

1 

The committee does not mean to i11'\ l 
Z that there v.'a_< or \\'as'not a 

, cons merely i'ii”di'cates t.ha.lTi")h'i,s is 0l).G’"()f’_’\"'lT0Wl1l'C§$Ti;nla“r < . 

= 
" u_rther investigation,‘ especially in view of thctailurc to ohtan 

- -a full statement of involvement from Ray by the ’lTei111e.>:see authorities." . 

- 
- 

.. 
. Two staff members of the Select Committee traveled to Mcniphis, ‘ 

E Tcnn., and compiled a 76-page index of ma-t.eria.ls contained in only 
one of the evidentiary files. The Federal Bureau of In\'e_st-igution has A

- 

. advised committee staff that it has morethan 80 volumes of materials _

. 

ontheiassassination and subsequent investigat-ion into that assassi- ' 

' nation.» .. . 
.' 

, _ 

- 'l‘o insure the preservation of certain e'vidence and documents the‘ 
~' Select Committee voted and issued a total of 12 subpen=\.s_duccs tecum ‘ 

l , . 

related to evidence in the asassination of Dr. King. = 
“ 

- 

- - 

' ‘ 

-.__=The Selectflommittee is cognizant of the significa-nt- a-cc0mplish"- 
‘

. 

ments of other independent investigations by t'he_Congress. A uan- l , _
* 

turn of evidence relevant to our investigations has been accunnilatcd 
' 

l 

- 
'

‘ 

by various committees and select comniittees of the I-louse of Repre- - 

sentatives and the Senate. 'l‘o date, contacts by committee stall have 
demonstrated a_\villingness on the part of both _I~Iou_ses (if Coiigrcss, , 

~
_ 

their Members and various committees to cooperate in" making those . 

'

~ 

materials available to this committee. f ~ 
" 

~ ' - 

' * 

- On the basis of these numerous areas of inquiry and the ‘necessity . 

'

.

| 

---... 

- .to preserve" evidence already under" suhpena, the.Select Connnittee i - 

‘ eunammouslyl recommends to the 95th Congress that the Select Com- ‘ 

mittee on Assassmations be nninethately reestablished to continue _ 

.1 the ihvestigation. » 

' 

4 

- ~‘ -~ 
V 

-
" 

t 
t ~ 

c 

' 

:

- 

r ’ 
' 

1v. s'r/mx~‘ AND nvnom‘ REQUIREMENTS - 

p 

‘ " -* ‘ “ 

The committee Wishes toemphasize that the -unprecedented nature 
of the task identified in House, Resolution 1540 mal-zcs past methods _ 

_

' 

of determining the Select Committees budget inap iropriate. 
' 

p 

-' 

' The committee feels strongly that the integrity oi this investigation - 

is contingent upon the independence of our investigati.\’c efforts. The
' 

cxecut-ive branch agencies, which vrere utilized in the-past, are the -* 

. 
-

‘ 

- very agencies whose previous performance may be the subject of a. 
T ' . 

part oi this investigation. The committee, therefore, cannot employ 
the services of the executive branch agencies. Both -the size of the _ 

staff and the budget requirements are predicated on the necessity of ' ~ ' 

conducting a comprehensive, impartial investigation. 
T 

' ‘ 
-

.

u 

1 I - 

t-1-_-v.I1\._.1-Irt 

.41. 

_-__.,l._-V--___ 

--- 

--<

1

u

- 

. 

- “ - 

0 , . 

‘
- 

"’ 
\ n 

.,,‘, _\ 
_ 

-Q 
' . -.. - ‘,. . _ \ 

_ 
. . 

4 iii‘ \ 
'-—>—--~~~-~-»~:~ -. _ .- . __._.._.__. . .. ._.. >4 

. . ._ _...___. t. ._.__...._____... . .._.ie__.... . ., . 

_ _ . . . .._._ 
- - - ~ -,_ 

. 

. 
. ..7.;»| 

. 
w ., 

' “ 
' 

- r"~-.-*,-j V 2%» » .3; ;._-fa -51., -,_ 

_ \ ~ 
, - ». _-.~\-

* 

, » - ;. 

' - 
- ia~.».‘.-14$ 

X '1!‘ 
_ ',~$;;= 

y . *'."‘ ."I Z 

- * ' 
1.~,¢\, -L3‘! L‘ 

- 
v, -, st - _ 

"" ' i 5" .- Q ' - »" s _,.-.:‘i':-:-'.','>‘1_;.'->‘~t*‘J.‘%' 

_ - V ,. ~*'.~ r- - " ' “ ' ~ 1‘ At":-4 - 

i" * "' ' 
4 

' 4;;
' 

I \ -J _ ,.,£ 

/‘ *1 t....§"-.,j_._ 1’ 

' ~ . , - .~ _ 
_

, 

. ~__ L 
- ~. 

, I -_» 
~ ~~-»-~ ..-_.~,~_..;», 

. 
" ~ '5 Y‘-,§ 

l 

H .

2

\ 

, _ 

>
_

t

1 

'1" * 

I 

I 

‘ 

‘?5=Y=‘I<‘-Ki‘ 
.1‘ ‘wt!’ {Z 
._~",.‘e4~-.- -. 
‘- -9*"-”=-in 

‘

. Q



\\. 

_\Q 
<1 

=2. 
.3 

6' 
>1 

9 ‘ 1 r it 1'1 
-._~ .... 

|
x 

-r

: 

>1-L:'5¢iJmu'3>!.:\.~ 

l.

l

l 

5 .'

! 

.1; 

am-,,,___~

1 

l

| 

: Q2 
Ii

\

J
I 

v

l 

_a

. 

a \ .__ 
\ A 

_\ 
~

. 

_| 

, 
X . 

. -

~ 

' 

: < 

I

1

K

o 
M‘

J

‘ 

-:.~:-..~__ 

44~A-..-.- 

-

- 

,\ 

‘n 

,":;

. 

,.

. 

,1-15*-<1.-a*.4»':\.-1*; 

-re-.-2-‘.-1-zzv. 

wt 

'2-‘—=¢ 

f 

—:-.- 

¢_,,.,...z...:. 

.u.:.r.j.g5yc.s'.-:_:;...;.::,_;g-_.¢- 

\>_~;:vn-y- 

NI!-K4’-K\l_§-I_I'A_§1¢.

I 

'1 

._,...
- 

6 . 

The -committee submits the following comparative. analysis of 
budget and stalling levels of certain previous invest-igations as a 
standard by winch our recommendations may be measured-. . 

" 
~ ll’u.ri'cnCommission. 

'0 
r 

" l 

_ 

' ‘_ 

_ 
_,__ .. . ,_ _ N 

. 

l 

'1 p; ‘ 

v ‘ _ 

g. . 

|- Duration: 10 months. '" ' ' 

_

' 

'l.‘l’i'e"\'fi5i'i'€Ei'f"CH1'iinission did not possesis an inilependent; ingestigai 
ltive sta“. For investigat-ive PUYJOSCS, ‘t re ' re ied on tie ~‘e< era 

in!-elligenee ageneies._Wc have beerl able to ailmss the following figures, 

indicatling the level of support provided to the 
V_i"arren' Commission 

. >y eae 1 aeeney. . 

.. 
" 

-

' 

,1§_13__I.: Piovided 1:10 {rill-tiiilgqzaggnts who in turn conducted 25,000 
interviews and s1ilin11tte'<T§,'300 reports totaling 25,400 pages. They 
alsoiprmiided secretarial and clerica.l assistance. , 

.' 

.QA: Provided 12. iullltinie and part-tinie professionals. They also 
provided IsfeeiiétIfiilalT?iifd°€@ical“§s"§1§t§jj§_6I'Y"" 

.""if','“”"'—” ‘ ’ ' 
-

' 

, 
Secret; _Seifi"iee :"ProfitieTl""6V‘é1""60Tu11-timo professionals who con- 

interviews and “submitted S00 “reports totaling 4,600 
pages. Tlicy also provided secrete-rial and clerical assistance.

r 

5_ J_us_ti_<_:e l)epa;1ment: Proyided ahleast full-time professionals. ~ 

._ .a $:]_ZL'-}_};§1Y1CntZ Provided certain pIrol'essi_0nal "support-.
- 

Tlstiniat-es that between» the-'n' , 
nternul Security Inspection 

so-vice and their Intelligence Division, they provided 6 stali'-years of 
support. 

' 
' 

Z 

_ 

' ' " 
»

" 

FBI I-zwasligationfie: Patty Hearst 7 r .- I ~- ."
‘ 

The only figures available for this in\-"estigation are for. the first 3- 

month period. During to-his initial 90-day span, the FBI spent $2,600,- 
000. Figures for the number of stall‘ employed are»: also unavailable. 

New Yon’: Slate Special Nursing Home I nvcsligation _' 
_

' 

. 
_ 

This investigation of abuse of the medicaid program by nursing 
‘homes has a tot-al staff of 421. The stall‘ includes 65 lawyers, 156 
_a'u'dit;ors, 100 investigators, and 100 support personnel. Its present 
yearly budget is $6,000,000. ln addition it ut1lizes~40 sitting grand 

_ 
juries, the cost; of which is not included in t.ho $6,000,000. 
The committee feels that t-he staff and budget requirements it has 

i<lent-ified at the end of thisreport; are at minimal levels necessary to 
conduct; comprehensive and inde(penden_t*. in\*estigat_>ions- of the assassi- 

‘ '\ 
nation_ol' President Kennedyan Dr. lung. . _

. 

. 
V. RECOMAIERDATIONS 

The cmnmit-tee end, indeed, the 94th Congress by the passage of 
Tl-Iouse Resolution 1540 recognized that there are many lingering 
doubts as to the comprehensiveness and credibility of prior investiga- 

tions into each of these assassinations. The rpiestions which arise from 
even a prelinzinary analysis and investi;g;ation are legion. Thus, the 

- Select. Committee unanimously and lniequivoeally recommends: 
. (1) That. the House of 'Repre.=entati\‘es innnediately move to con- 
tinue the invest-igation of the circumstances surrounding the death of 
President; John F. Kennedy and the death of Dr. i\lartin Luther 
Kiiig, Jr. _ 
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('3) 'l‘hut- tho Iiousc iznxi|e¢']i:iL(-iy II‘-_>("I<IilI)'|I_>=Il 1110 Scioci. 
lo 1u<uru llmt. <-\'|<lcuco wluch is curr0uH\' under subpoena 
intact nud_un<l0r Llie continuing 0000-01 of tho Ilousc 0 
that there, is no delay i11_Lhe ongoing I1I\T(!$lIg‘lLII()IlS. 
' 

(3) 'J.‘lu1t.~ti1e House approve _t_he budget. as s_c_t forth lac-rem. ~ 

_ 

Select (.’o:n:n:'ltee on As--as.~n'nu!.iuns——lhulgelsunvnury, 1.‘! 

Cmuiniltcc 
will l‘(:m:1m 

ml lo‘ i11.>ur0 

7.1»
‘ 

I. Suiuricg ____________________ _; ________________________ __ $3, (3135, 000 
II. 'I‘|':\vol—-.l)(-mastic ____________ _Q ______________________ __ 

III. Tl‘:\'s‘£-i—--InL-3l'l\1\i.iHh!\I _____________ ____ __________ _'_ ____ __ 
- IV. Consultant, sex-\'ice.s ___________________________________ _ _ 

V. \\"if-nes~'e.s_'___" __________ .., ___________ ___ ____ _.'______j_____ 
"VI. Statioxiery aud supplies ______________ _.._ ______________ __ 
VII. 'I‘cl':phoue and telegraph ____________ __.._ ______________ ___ 

- 1, (351, QUU 
- I50, (iU(I 
- 15-7|, 000 
- 78, UUU 
Q 1 I7, Q00 

4'25, 000 
VIII. 1‘! uinnent.—I’urci\me-____--_-__ __‘_-_.._-_____-________ ‘- Q ,l -.- 

I l3quipu1en§—I1e:L7:e-_.-0---_;-_-____'._---_-_----__-_____-_ 
.\. Reprodnct-mu, printing, and gr:mpiuc§ _____ ______ _________ ___ 25, 000 ' 

. Books and periodicals ____ ____._____;, ____ _____ __________ __ 5, 000 

3-1, 3.10 
.. 1:11, 000 

LII. Misceilzme-ous_________;_____;___ _____________________ __ 50, 000 
L '1\>m-, ____ __v--‘-_*_'.v--“..V-' ______ -§ _______ _.\ _________ -;_ 0,021,000 

I 'I. $a1a.ries 
, . . . _-\_ 

‘ B 
'(1) chief investiga;t.o'r_-'_ .... __'_--_-..‘_-......'_ .... -.l-.- 

D. 

" L‘. (‘-'30) stn.0"invsstigato1-s (2 deputy chiefs at $30,000 
- 10 grade 3 at $24,000 to $28,000; 1Ggrade2:\tS1S,00 

F. 

G. 

H. 
) 

]. 
‘J. 

- 2 grade 3 at $28,000 to .S34,000;~2 grade 2 0 
$20,000 to S2S,000)___"_ _______________________ _.. 

..~ .._....',.. ~~- , 

(3)- deputy chief counseis at $36,000 - 
_ 

- - 

_ _ 

(30) staff counsels (14 grade 3 at $28,000 tu $34,000 

'(i) (10-eeim---Q;,___;;_,.;;;§_;__,§_~ _____ -_-.-___:- - 30,000 
' 

108, 000. 
.1. . 30,000 

-12 ;;-me 2 at $20,000 to s2s,000; 4 grade 1 ml = - 

($12,000 to $20,000) ______________ ___ _____ __-_-__-, s:;2,o00

0 
. to $24,000; I6 gmtie 1 at $12,000 to $18,000)_-.._-- '- 1, 084, 000 
(5) legal unit-(1 -deputy chief counsel at $30,000 £.. 

152, 000 
(30) document analysis and research unit (1 chief of ~- 

uuit. at $34,000; 2 deputy chiefs of unit-at $214,000 ,_ 
to $30,000; 4 senior r_cse:u"chers' ht $18,000 to ~- - 

' $24,000; 7 staff rcse.'n"che:'s at $10,000 to SlS,000;'~ 
11 document clerks at 358,000 to $12,000; 1 scnim 

~ computer mm.i_\-at at $25,000; 4 computer zinalysts at - 

$16,000 to $20,000)._;__-~_ ...... -_. _____ _-_~;__.._-.. 
(4) polygraph/PSr1 unit (4 at $30,000) _'_______-_____.... 
(2) Recurit-_v unit——S30,000 and $10,000 ______ -___.._.- - 40, 000 
(9) administrative/Iiudgcb unit (lwchief n¢l;ninish'af,o|" .

0 

407, 000 
- 120, 000 

at. 554,000, 1 chief C18‘-l\ at 5-0,000, .. c>iecuti\o . 

assistants at 825,000; 2 task force:nmnn.ger.=,| at 
$18,000; 1 editor/hisrorinnlnt $22,000; 1 public" 
-infornmtion officer at $34,000; 1 buclgetfoflicer - 

at $30,000) _____________________ - _‘ _____ - .~‘;,---- 22.1, 000 
- K. (35) secret:1ria1/clerical (35 at $10,000 to $16,000).'___. _ 400,000 

Total (110)---___‘.-;'._---__-_---;___,_-_; ______ -___ 
‘ 

3, 035.000 

II. Tra\'ei—Domestic: ‘ 
' 

- 

' 

' -
. 

' 

_A. Attorneys;/investigutors -(S0 tr:wciing—-2 times pc 

~._.~ 

month, 5-day duration): Tums )0xtni.inu—1 920 hi B at $400 . 

I 
. 

’ .,_ ________ __ 
Per dicm——1,920 trips at S250 ______________ -- 

Subtotal ________ __- --_' ................... ..; 
_ I = Elli

I 

I‘ 

70s, 000 
400, 000 

I - 1, 24s 000 

-Q . . 
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11. 'Irav01——Dorneslic—Conlinued 
4 

' B. Chief, deputy counsels, polygraph/PSE unit, l<-gal. 

_' 

_ 

' 
’ unit and adrninistm1'ivc (15 1.ra\-eling——3vtin'n>s pcr 

‘ ‘ 

'_ month, 3-d:1y"dnr-ution): - 
V 

-. __ 
_'

' 

‘ 

'1‘ran.=portation—540 trips nt S400 ___________ __ 216, Q00 
I-‘er cliem--540 trips at S150 ....... _. _______ .-- S1, 000 __-- 

_;<-:-.1-.1.--..¢_-.-1..-; 

-__. 

-._._ 

..._4 

-__. 

' 
1 

’ 

_ 

Subtotal ........ --.-----' ........ -.- ...... -- 201,000
' 

_ 

r 
1 C. Doounreni. analysis rim} researcli unit (5 tro.\'eling——1- 

-__ 

_ 

_ time per month, 5-drq; dnrat-ion): r _ 

"n 

- 

‘ 

' 'Transportnt-ion—-60 trips at $400 ____________ ..- 24, 000 

- 

Per dicm——~00 1-rips at -.250 .... -_'--; _________ _- 15, 000 

_ 

subu>m_.'I. ____ __-_-_; ______ --"_ __________ -_ 39,000 

_ 
. D. Committee members: 

' 

, i

~ 

_ 

Full Committee (2 meetings—2-day duration): 
~

A 

. 

' , _ 

Transpor(;a1.i0n—22 trips at $450.._._--...._.... 9, 900 
‘ 

_ 

_ 

Per diem——22 trips at -$100 ........... ---_.- 2, 200 
" 

Subcommittce—-executive sessions (2 traveling-3 _ 

_ 
. 

times per month, ?»dn_\' duration):
~ 

._ 
' . 

'1‘ranspor'imion—72 trips at $450 ........ -_ 32, 400 
' Per diem—72 trips at $100 _________ -1-....'..-- 

- 7, 200 
- . _________-.- 

, 
_- subtotal ........................ “s1,_v0o 

if 

: 

~‘_'~"'“._’.iZ—€..__..=”"-"-‘,1’.-.-.:-:’.'-E 

-E 

?.‘—; 

I~_."- 

@3322.-.-: 

-_.~ 

- 

-_.;~--..- 

~."_21_"‘:*!~:—7—.-:>:‘_*:'v'.~:¢;;:. 

-.. 

_ 
E. St-enograpiiic/secretarial/clerical (2 traveling--3 times - 

_ 

; per month, 2-day duration): .. . _ 

_ 
. 

_ 

' vTrnnsportnt-ion—72 trips at $400--___..____ _..-- 2S, S00 

1" _ _ 
Per dicm--72 trips at .5100 __________ ____...--__ 7, 200 

*' .1 ¢ . . ,
- 

- 
- 

1 

; Subtotal ________________________________ -.. . 36, 000‘ 

_ 

i F. Local 1.r.'.~.\'ci-—s1;:.1_iI (Washington, D.C., S50 per day - 

. 

times 250) _________ -__ .... _"_ ................. .... 12, 500 

' " -" '1*'<>w1_'_---_'____';___';_‘__‘ ____ -_l _______________ _- 1,0s4,.0o 
' Q 

’ .____.__- 
~ 

--
_ 

- III. Trave1—-Intcrnation:il: 
. 

'

. 

'. A. Connnittee members and stai1*(8 t.rx\'eli_n,-'; 12 limos ~ 

,_ 

per year, 5-day duration): ._
' 

- .. Tran.<:pori;ai-ion—96 trilasat $1,500 ___________ _- 144, 000 
Per diem—-96 trips at ._'3_75._ _________________ ..- 36, 000 » 

A 
- 1 

¢.. __,___.___---- 
' 

. 

V 
'.'r<>m1,..~;-,-;-;._ ......... -; ............. -- 180.000 

' ‘ 
- IV. Consultant services: _ 

. \ - _ 

A. Forensic (i.c._m<>dicnl, ballistics). -
- 

' ‘ “ “ ‘ ' B. Experts-fingcrprini-in;’z, liinidm-it.ing, document. an- 
alysis, criminnlists (i.;:.1lhcr, hair, clothing), 

neutron 
act-ivat-ion analysts, voice prints, electronic, photo- 
graphic. - 3 .- - 

' 

_ 
. . - . 

' C. Translators-midiovisnal, o.tc.:
. 

> 
_ 

Fee: 1 000 man-days at S100 ................ -- 
A Travel (100 trips——3~<h:y dnrai-ion): 4 

1 

'.l‘rn11.¢,portation-100 trips at $400 ........ __ 40, 000 
Per dicm-—100 trips zit. $150 ............. __ 15, 000 

iii 
:ik 

_______ 

4 _ 

Tot.'xl---_o--.'..-'. .................... -_ 
' 155,000 

.7: 

‘T-.1-"—".' 

100, 000 

' V: Wii.nessos: 
' 

_- 

A. Travel (78 trips, 3-day dur::\ion): 
’-

. 

'J‘ran.=.pnrt:\t»ion—— 78 trips at '5-£00-----:+-. -. ----~ 31, 200 _:_ 
" Per dicm—78 trips at S150 ...... --..--_..--- ---_ 11, 700 

'° B. Security: 120 days at S300 ...................... 
_- 36, 000 

- __._._- 
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-—-"- E A. St-urtu p nllowzince, 1 :0 times S300 ................. _- 
13. 11¢-sup uly, 170 times $300 ________________ ___--____ 

VI. Stationery and supplies:
' 

VII. Telephone and tclegrnph:
' 

_ 
A. Basic service; _________ __. _______ _L ____________ .._'_ 
B Long d\stnnce—-300 days times $1,230 

L 

' nisliecl by the Cliesnpenke-1’otonizic '1 clephone ' 

p 

Co. representative. Long distance clizwges have 

\ 

' 
' ' been estimated at 250 calls per day at an avemge 

, 
. 

- cost of'S5 per call.) \ , _ _ 

.
» 

, 

~- ’ 
- .0 ;VIIiI. 1Zq\iipmcnt—pnrch:\se:_ -_ . . L . 

~

’ 

2 
, 

_ 

~ 
_ _ 

_ 

A. '.l‘npe recorders (25 at S150; 2 at $300) ____________ ..- 
< 

. B. 'Cmner:\s, ‘projectors, screen, etc ....... -_.-_---_----- 
7 C. _P0lygrnphs (2 at $3,800) _______ ....-;__-_-_--__-..--- 

,_ 
" 

. D. Stress evaluators (3 at $4,000)‘ ............... --__..- 
' 

0 
'E. Miniphone recording devices (2 at $2,200) .... --;.-.._ 

'] 

. (NoLe:Tlie basic service amount has lzeen fur- 

.. . . . . t ‘_ _‘_ 

-' 7 C. Corn nter services 

,. '1‘ot.al-. ...... _; .... -;.‘_-'_ ............. -'_;---_'- 
» - (Note: The major portion of the committee's com- 

‘ 
" 

' pnter service needs will be handled through the 
. 

‘ facilities of the Committee on House A(lministm- 
___- tion. The direct charges to the Sclcct Committee 

will be $57,600 for computer terminals. There will 
be other charges which have yet to be determined 

. by the Committee on 1_Iouse Aclministmt-ion.) 
' X. Reproductions printing, and gr0.phic.s: This allowmice is 

needed for tlie development of films, enlargements, special 
_ 

- printing, art work, graphics, etc---_-.. ................ -.. . 

~ 
_ 

XI. Books/periodicals: This zunount is needed for books, literature, 
- 

- 
r‘ 1' l e v 0 ers etc ______________________ _._--- 

_ 

pe.io< icn s, n \ sp p. ., 
XII. Miscellaneous: Contingency allowance (this amount is 0. con- 

‘ ’ 

. 
tiugency allowance representing approximately 1 ‘percent of 

, 
» 

_ 
the budget to allow for undercstiniating in the various ex- 

- pense categories and to provide for unanticipated e.\'penses)-- 

-;_- 

-_-;

3

r 

l

a 

- __/-.- 

-- \ _. ... 
~ ' ~:‘-.' L». 

1 

>4 

t 
‘ 

"A TQ[;1l____;__;___;_;;_:; _______________ ______'_____'___' 
"

. 

" 51,000 
01,000 

C. Special supplies such us tapes, etc _________________ _- 15, U00 

1170000 
- Totnl-_-_ ____________________________________ __ V. , V 

50, 000 ... , 0 
- 

'0 ' 
= ------------ -- 

, 

3'»»°J 

. 

‘Total ........ -_' _____ -,..-_,---,;_-_, ......... -_ 425,000 

* 4,350 
2,000 
»s,000 
s,o00 
4,400- 
1o 000 

l 

' 

1-‘. Secn_ri_ty devices for staff offices ________________ _._-_ , 

34,350 

3 
‘l H, IX. Equip1.nent—Lease4:» 

‘A 
' 

l . A l l 

' 

t l 

"

l 

l 
. . . . ,_ J. Jierox-3 at $12,000 ______ ___, _______ __, ________ __ 

‘. 30,000 
l " 

1 

' " 
' 

ll. IBl\l Memory '1‘_\'pewriter—-2 at $2,500“--_-..-......_.... 
-' ‘5, 000 
100 O00 P "'_"':' ---------- --_ ---- "~- ----- -" I, 

141,000
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. 
. . . . 

I completely support the recommendation-of the committee, urge 
that the 95th Congress innnediately reestablish it, and that a. budget 
be approved in the full amount requested. _ ._ . 

It ever a legzgislative effort began with less promise, it was the work 
of this Select tiomniit-tee. The ieornmitteeibegan its work in the waning 
days of the 94th Congress, had no stafi’, no ofiiccs, no time to organize 
properly, and no time to prepare or carry out the study it was com- 
missioned to do. The committee has, however, accomplished more 
than anyone could have thoughtpossible. ~ ~ 

' 

- 

' 

-- 
» 

- ~- - - 

First, the committee has secured the services of an outst:nulin_9: 
chief counsel, Richard A. S uravue; he is one of the most ctlective and 
respected investigators int-he country today. The committee has also 
been able to hire a team of exceptionally able investigators, research- 
ers, and attorneys. There is absolutely no doubt that l\-1r. Sprague 
and his Staff canconduct a completely independent, dispassionate, 
objective, and thoroughly professional study, given time and adequate 
su iport. _ 

' 
- - - 

iln the very short time available,‘ the committee has obtained in. 

substantial amount of information and evidence, and placed these 
under its control. Researchers and investigators have compiled, and 
indexed an immense amount of-material, initiated some ilrwstigzatiens, 
fliltl rlnost important, prepared the ground for the sustained effort 
lt1€‘t\( . 

» 
. . 

. 
- 

.
~ 

' Second, the commit-tee has defined its job and has a clear idea of how 
itis to be accomplished. " 

_ 

"_ 

' ‘
- 

The committee does not intend to prove or. disprove any theory 
concerning the assassinations it will study. l'nstead,"the commit-tee 
will conduct a com )letel_v' new, independent study. It will lw;;iu with 
the events, take the evidence available, verify that evidence, and 
reach reasonable conclusions based _on the available evidence: no 
more, no less. ' » 

. 
. . . . 

I recognize that an approach of this kind will entail a. substantial 
amount of money, and will rciquire 0. large number of people; more- 
over. a study of this kind will take time, and cannot be subject to any 
deadlines. To have any meaiiing, the invest-igation must rely on 
unim aeachable integrity. To do less than a completely tliorough job 
would be to accomplish nothing at all.

‘ 

The committee is unanimous in its conclusion that it must. he able to 
rel_\' completely on its own resources. We lcnmv that 1t0lil)t_‘t‘,tltO F1391 
nor (ll,-\ cooper-at-ml fullv ivit-h_t.he \Var1fe3f_(_,‘_qn_g1iiissieu ; i_:_1y[_\>;e__]§pp_§L'_ 

That, the FBI Director-in ltltitliiliatli passionate feelings a,f;iunst Dr. 

-----I 

“

" 

:-:.._...... 

.- 

:;::.':-.._.. 

--_..____..._.._.._.... 

.__._.. 

._____ 

Martin Luther ]"Ii:1g—-feelirigs that might rvell have’ l>een'._:\'cllecte<l 
in less than objective work by his subordinates. Tlte-tlecision oi the 
committee to rely on its o\vn stall‘ r:-Lther than Executive "agmncies 
does not relleet on the intc;.trity or eflicieney of those :1;-ré|u:ies; but 
we are determined that this he a completely independent study, 
not in any way affected by the interests of any agency or grotrp. 
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“Investigations ul'_ any kind are e.\'pensive. l"e\v people, perhaps 
few of m_\,‘-' colleagues, realize how <-ostily even a simple in\'csl-igation 
can be. The scope of this study, and the fact that evidence and 
witnesses are scattered far and wide, the comple.\it-y of carr_ring out 
two major homicide investigat.i.ons ationce, will make Lllis a very 
c.\'pensive effort-. But I am satisfied that. the study must be inde- 
pendent, must. be thorough, and that every finding must be as thor- 
oughly verified as humanely possible, or the entire ellort will be 
meaningless. ‘ ’ 

_ 

' 
'

4 

i 

'l‘hird, "t-he eonunittee has demonstrated its cozupeteuce. In-the very 
short amount. oli time it has had available, the connnittee has accom- 
plished miracles of or;;anizat.iou, defined its work, and begun an ex- 
tremely complex set of investigations. It is dillicult to imagine ho\v it 
could have accomplished more t.l.un1 it has, especially under_ the very 
adverse conditions it'has been lorcedto operate under. " 

’ 
' 

_

" 

I believe theeommittee has denionstraterl that it has a. _real‘task to 
accomplish. If it is permitted to proceed, the committee can settle 

‘ hundreds of questions about the murder of President Kennedy and 
that of Dr. King-. Beyond that, the c:o|1nuit.l_Qe can shed lighten the 
larger issue of iolitical murder and violencel “"0 shoiildii6t‘f6fe§g*e'€itl1at 
:éx'i:§*1?i'éTTt“"I“i6i“ilil'i“£iiEliliii§'oirhii1n1‘i‘b\v'_és(:i{p0S; no Member of the House 
should forgettliat the Capitol 1$uilding-was bombed; and no Member 
of the House should forget that we live and work under inc1"e:lrsingly 
tight security measures. . 

, 

' l 

It is necessary today to have a vast police force in and around the 
Capitol. It is necessary‘ to have television monitors on every door.‘I t is 
necessary to have parcels X-ruyed. 

Everyairline passenger must be subjected to an electronic search 
for metal, and baggzage carried aboard airplanes, and even into board- 
ing areas, must be X~rayed.l ' 

’ ' " "' ' 

Visitors to the Supreme Court. must be cleared. ' 

New gates and increasingly sophisticated surveillance devices 
surround and protect the White I-louse. A whole new police force is 
em loyed to protect lthnbassies. 

' 
" 

'

. 

rill of this rellects an age of political violence; all ol it has come 
about. since 1963. All of it shows that we have not learned the answer 
to the crucial question:Why? ' * '" 

_

‘ 

That, as I see lit-, is-the ultimate task of the Select Cornmittee——-to 
find out not j ust what happened, but why. . 

If we can answer that question, it may he possible to end political 
violence, and begin taking down the security measures that re vress all 
of us, and represent a genuine threat. to iree government. 'i’olitical 
violence is not inevitable, and it is not inexplica-hle."1‘he Select Com- 
rnittee may, and I hope will, shed light on why these events took place, 
and why they shadow all our lives, cvjen toda)-'-'—and how we can begin 
to end. political riolcncemid the omnipresent threat of it, which is, 
in fact a threat to free oovernment itself. " 

I D 
“ » i -4 4 

t , Ilnxar B. Goxz.-\r.ez. 
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SUPPLEMEN’J.‘AL VIEWS "OF CON GRESSPERSONS LOUIS 
‘ ST OKES,‘ WALTER E. FAUNTROY, YVONNE BRA'1‘H- 
.\'-VAITE BURKE, AND I-IAROLQ E. FORD _ 

' The purpose of these supplemental views is to strongly emphasize 
our concurrence in the.1-ecoininendation contained in the committee's 
report. In our opinion, t-he House of Representzltives took a giant step 
toward restoring the faith of the American people in their Govern- 
ment when, in_ the 94th Cong:-es's, it passed House Resolution 15-10 

by a majority vote of 280 to G5 and established the Select Committee 
on Assassinations. Just this past week, the latest Gallup Pool told us 
that S0 percent of the American people do not believe taut either Lee 
Harvey Oswnld or James Earl Roy acted alone in the murders of 
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. They 
feel that their Government. has not told them all that it knows or that 
it is in position to find out about the brutal assassinations of two of the 
most important leaders of the Post World Wnr II ere. 

,- The following :1rt.icle' n )p€ill‘0(l in the Washington Post on December 
26, 1976, and read asfollows: 1 _

c 

- As the House Select Committee on Assassinotions begins 
' 

its investigations, the over\v_l'i_el_n,ij,ng__1nnjority__o[niiielicgns . 

I _ 
believe that o_tl_\eisb_e§:si'(le§iTIe<§;II11_1'51ey Qsxyiilgl_\\'cmiii§§l\'c<l 

y V in the assassination of President 1{ennedy'in Dnll_ns 
on Ko- 

’ ' ve1nber‘.§2, -1963<.~-~*"»' ' " 
- , 

_ 
In the latest survey, just completed, 80’ percent think -

. 

; 
others were involved in the assassination, while only 11 per-

~ 

1' 
“ cent think Oswald acted alone. Nine percent do not e.\'press an 

. opinion. Persons with a college lnrel_;ground, while o\'erwhelm- _. 

. ingly of the opiriio'n that seine form of conspiracy was in- 
- ~volved, are less inclined to hold‘ this view than "are persons

~ 

with less than a. college background.‘ ~. - - 
- 

A
' 

Approxiinntely one-half of the survey respondents who 
believe others were involved did not name o. specific group.

t 

Arnong those ‘who did ,1ho\\_'e.ver, Cuba 01-I’re|u”i5__»r~l:‘idel §_:\§j_i;p 
7 

, were inentioned,__,1nos’ft___g_fte1i. (Ether 1'ZTs'1'>1iiises "“fFeqr|ei1tly 

given are “the Mafia,” '“Com1nu_nists,” "and tl\e"Cent§gl . 

. 

' Intelligenee.,Agency.M 
WW" my 

- 

H ii W i 

'l.‘he sn.1ii<Y isurvey also shows that few Aineriemis believe 
J;unesE=n-1 Roy acted on his own in the assassination of the 

_ 
Revened Doctor i\'l“nrtin Luther King, Jr. in Neuiphis on 

' April 4, 1968. Only 18 percent hold this view, while G!) per- 
cent think others were involved and 13 pemeut do not 
express an opinion. _- 

_ _ 
An investigation into the a.~".s:issiii:tt1(ii1s'ol l\e:u\ed_v and 

King was recently begun by the newly established House 
Select Comrnittee-"<>n .-'i.~‘»5a}.~‘$ll\"a1tl()I1S--irlitl sixth to be con- _ 

ducted on n. l:u~,ze scale by Go\'ermr.ent ollicinls since Ken- 
nedy was assessiiiatetl. t 
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Thus, in the case of the death of 1’:-crsicleiit. Kennedy, in spite ol the 
\\"n_ri-en Commission investigation and the investigations by other 
Federal agencies and the U.S. Congress, the finul reports to the 
American people have lucked the thorouglmcss to allay their sus- 

)lCl0I1S t-hetv :1. conspiracy existed which bus not yet been uncovered. 
in the cnse of Jmues.Earl Ito-_v nnd the King murder, the smne general 
suspicions exist. The threshold inquiries made into these two deathcs 
b_\' our present committee do not provide the :ms\vcrs to these rumors, 
theories, and suspicions. If these fours, theories, suspicions, and 
rumors are to be put to rest. and if t-he confidence of the American 
people is to be restored in the inveslig"uti\-'e agencies of their Govern- 
ment, it thorough, competent, and objective in\'est.igation into each 
of these deaths is an absolute necessity: . 

- 

. 

-

_ 

This conunittee has proceeded in that vein. The committee has 
selected Mr. Richard Sprngue, :1 promflnent. prosecuting attorney as 
chief counsel and director of its stall‘. He is ltl the process of estab- 

lishing n stafi of at.t.orne_vs, investigators, and administrative pelsonuel 
who are ca-tpnble of exhibiting the highest degree of competence and 
prolessionn ism in the enormous task of investigating two murders. 
The Wzirren Commission was able to nvail itself of the invest-igntive 
personnel of numerous agencies such as the FBI, CIA, the Secret 
Service, the Justice Depurtrnent, the State Depm'tmen_t, and the 
Internal Revenue Service. . 

-A 
_ : .- 

'

. 

. The integrity of -t-he results of t-he inx-"estigntio_n by the Select 
Coinmittee on Assassinntions will be predicated upon» n thorough, 
objective, fair, and impartial invest.igntiio11 by professional personnel, 
who will be independent and will be free from the tzeint of “investigat- 
ing»tl1emselves.” It is impera_t.i\-'e, therefore, that these minimum 
stuff and budget". recommendnt-ions which are being requested be 
granted bv the 95th Cong_ress. If in the final analysis we have been 
inuble to help restore the huth and conlirlence of the American people 
in their Government, this Congress will have justified the costs and 
will have endeared itself to the people whom we serve. _ 

.
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- SUPPLEMENTARY VIEWS OF"_CONGRl'ISS;\'IANi
_ 

_ 

' 

- 
‘ CI-IAItLES~'l‘HONE- 

4 

‘ 

~ 4 
-

_ 

- I um in basic agreement with the Report of ,t-hc_;Select- Committee 
on Assussinatious to the 94th Congress. I_ do, ho\\'e\'er, _i_'\fisli to nmkc 
tho following observations. . 

. 

‘ ' 
- 

V 

' 
' '

" 

Unless this Select Committee maintains complete erediliility with 
the American public, its efforts \vill be in vain. Au 'tliiug that sub- 
tracts from the faith and confidence that the peoelo of the United 
States have,in this committee will greatly dinunisli the value of its 
fiualreport. ' " ' 

" 

_ 

i 

1 

- 

' 

'

I 

Therefore, I have been deeply concerned by the tendency of a 
majority on the committee to conduct far too niany meetings in 
executive session. I grant there will be some matters coming before 
the committee that should he heard in executive sessions. Examples 
of such. matters are testimony thatA_\\-'ould en-dungclflthe national 
security and, in‘ special i11VOSi<igfltlVB ‘hearings, such -testimony or 
evidence that would tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate an 
individual who might be innocent. By and large,‘ho\\-'e_ver, we can 
only serve the public well through __conducting_our- sessions after 
adequate notice and in public. V 

' 

. 

i 

_ .. . 

At the December 17, 1976, meeting of the conuuit-tee, a. motion 
which I introduced was adopted unanimously by}-hosovprcsent. It 
specifically provides in t-he reconst-ruct_ion resolution of this committee 
for the 95th Congress that the committee, at its first meeting in 1977, 
must adopt rules for its conduct and that those rules must he in 
accordance with House of Representatives rules. ‘ '

- 

' Rule XI provides that every committee of the House shall adopt 
written rules governing its procedure, and Rule XI 2(g)(1) provides 
that “Each meeting forthe transaction of business, inclining the 
morl<_up of legislation, of each standing committee or suhcmmnittee 
thereof shall be open to the public except when tho ‘committee or 
subcommittee, in open session and with _a quorum.‘prcsent,_deter- 
mines by rollcall vote that all or part of the remainder of the meeting 
on that day shall be closed 10 the public.” Other meeting rules cover 
proper notice, specified recoi-d keeping and some very limited excep- 
tions to open sessions. We can and must follow both the letter and 
spirit of these rules. ~. V

_ 

Yes, by" all 1‘l'1C{l.IlS___,i.lllS Select Committee on AS$:l>'.\'lY\il-ll0l’lS must 
operate scrupulously and diligently wiithin the rules of the House. 
Furl-her'n'1ore, we must strive, within tie rules, to;/be. open and ac- 
cessible to the puhlicgand their repifesentatives, tho news media. For 
this committee, crcdiliilit-y isicvoryt-hing.’ And‘ credibility will best 
ho served, as usual, by conducting public, business in public. 

' Clunu-;s '1‘uo.\'1~:. 
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l ADl'Jl'l‘lOi\AL V,lEWS OF O()XGRlSSS1lAi\’ 
CIIRlS'l‘Ol’I~lEIi. 

A 

‘ <. "J.DODD l 

, 

“lnrlepen<lence, tliorougluiess, 
and openness” innst he the 

guiding 

'].TI‘\I‘ll';l1)l€‘-S of the-se new 1l1\’8Sl-\g‘ii-l_~lO!lS 
into the flS$!lf$:5lfl2'll;10l1% of .i’resi- 

., 
_ 

. 
.. 

(lent John 1*‘. l\.ennedy and 
the 1\J:!V€l‘B_n(l Martin Luther hing, 

J11. by 

our House Select Coniniitxee 
on Assussinnt-ions. _

_ 

» ~ In eiidoisirig this 
1‘(‘p0l‘iJ,'1>\\"Qlll§1_lli$§! to take. thi-'<'opportunit.y 

to 

clnboi-ate on these theuies, and to 
uncleiscore their iinportnnce 

to the 

ultimate success or {:i.ilin-‘e of our ellorts. 1 also 
waiit to slnuie my 

p9i‘50nn.l views onthese inquiries, as the coniniittee 
begins this umbi- 

tious undertn-kiiig. 
‘ 

. 
_ 

_ 

1 
Y 

- 
' v . 

' As an early cosponsor of 
congressional resolutions calling 

for this 

Select. Committee, I have long 
felt that there rcrn:iin»xnmiy 

\l11:‘.!t.~'\\’0l'C(l 

questions surrounding these 
nssassi l't8.i.l01'\S-"'C.\'I)E‘_Cltlll)-' 

questions a bout 

the 1-olesof the Federal 
agencies charged with investigntiiig 

these 

terrible crimes._ 
' 

- 

‘ -

‘ 

The snecific questions highlighted in this 
report as to the conduct 

of the Lontml lntclligence 
Agency, nnd its aippnrent 

lznoirledgc of 

some of Lee Harvey Osw:ild’s 
activities in ;\lo.\'ico before 

the liciinemly 

assassination, are exam )l9S of just 
such continuing concerns.

I 

Another ,c.\'nmple underscored 
in this document is the 

question of 

the Fedeinl B1ii'e-mi of Invest-ignt-ion’s 
re orteil siirveillniice of 

Dr. 

King, and whether FBI agents were in hlhnipliis and 
near the civil 

1'ight.sle:i.<ler at the time of his 
death. _ 

- 

_ 

v 
.

' 

The House Jiuliciai-y Subcommittee on Civil Rights, on 
which I 

serve andwhich lift?» oversight 
responsibility for the FBI, found it 

necessary la-st year to hold 
hearings about tlint agency’s 

iiictivit-ies 

" before 'aml otter President 
Kennedy's assn-ssiiin.t~io1i. After taking 

art in those hem'in'*s, I 
can sn our subcommittee raised inore new 

P . 

~ ., 
. .

. 

questions nhout, the l*BI and the nssassnintion 
than we recei\'ed 

nnsweis to old ones. 
~ 

’ 
‘ 

.' 

~ 

‘
‘ 

Since then, other pressing 
legislative rcspoiisihilities--such 

as FBI 

surveillance guidelines and hiinkruptcy law 1'efoi'ms-—-prcveiiterl 
our 

Judiciary Suhcommitteofrcm 
pursuing these new questions, mid the 

unansweretl old ones, as fully 
as would have been desired.

i 

The allegations of possible conspiracies, and of 
the possible with-' 

holding of evidence, an-e 
more of the mnnv ziddit-ionnl 

questions about 

these :issnssinn_t;ioiis which 
s-honld_be laid to rest once nu_d 

for nll, so 

that these tragic Cl'lfl])l.8l‘S in American history can 
at last. no closeul. 

, I think this new, Select 
Committee represents n. Ilil!(1\\€i1O]_){J0l‘l.\lI"t\l§' 

for Congress and the 
ATTl€l'lC{l.1l{:@0pl6 to finally 

re:~=olvc t. e issues still 

surro\.nuling these murders, 
nut I would hope the 

commit-tee will be 

able to provide the answers 
to all these continuing 

questions.
' 

However, it must be pointed 
out that this committee-could, 

nfter 

its lengthy, exlimistive 
inquiries, still reach the some 

conclusions about 

l_-ll8_S>B 
iisslissinat-ions tlint, other investigating 

hoclies have before us. 

'0: this committee might HITIVB at for dilfcrcnt 
conclusions. 
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The American people have a right to know the full stories behind 
these assassinations. They have a. right to know the motives and 
reasons for them, how these deeds were accomplished, and who truly 
was !‘esp0nSil)l6 for them. A 

This Committee, then, has a great respoiisibility to fulfill, and the 
ways it accomplishes this task are of the utmost importance. It is here 
wliere “Indeoemlence, thorouglincss, and openness” count the niost. 

“Independence”—'-As mentioned before in these views and in t-he 

body of this report, major criticisms of past investigations of these 
assassinations focusheavily on the activities of the Fo.(lei'al justice 

and intelligence agencies charged with conducting the 
initial criminal 

lIlql\'|l"leS. 
~ ~ . 

- 

" 

3 
' -~

, 

In light of the fact that tlieso Federal agencies could be the subject 

of part of our invest-igzat-ion, it would be wholly ifm])Dl‘0pi'litt8 to em- 
ploy their services as has been done in past assassination studies. 

Such I 

reliance on these agencies would prejudice the necessary impartiality

-

1 

and credibility of our inquiries. 
'-

_ 

Therefore, it is crucial to the success of this committee that it retain 
an experiencecl, professional investigative and legal stall‘ completely 
independent fro'n these Federal Government agencies. This great 

A need for an independent stafi’ is the primary reason why the proposed 
committee budget totals what it does. _ 

i “Thorougliness"-—I am pleased that the membeis of this coiiiiiiit- 
toe, and its staff, are committed to pursuing every possible avenue of ' 

investigation and every conceivable theory andlead about these as- 
sassinations. . 

. , . 

' ' 
. . 

V 
_ _. 

". '1‘liis determination to find definitive answers, if they exist, to all 
the questions siii-rounding the assassinations is significant, because the 
coiiimittee’s work rruist wit-listand the tests of time which other in- 

l 

vest-isqitions apparently have failed to pass. In 10, _20, 30, or 100 years 
aftierltlie end of our inquiries, the American people should not have to 
face the doubts about‘ these crimes which exist today. _ 

Our committee must go about its deliberations in the most consid- 
ered and careful iiiaiiner possible—escliewing making judgments and 
coiiclusioiis until all the evidence is gathered and evaluated. It is 
essential that the connnittee and staff approachthese inquiries with

- 

~ ~
~ 

.complet-ely open minds, so as to avoid posible charges _fro.n any 
' quarter that we are being less than obiective. _ 

- C_entnaJ__t9_tl1e_tliorouwli\iess of our iuves_t»i~atio_ns__1vi_ll be the neces- 
s‘ t ' to obtain conlidentiseiisitivc or classilieil 11‘|Bl,('I:l$ll f l‘0Il_‘_l_ ;l:f'Gj_l§‘.T‘:1l 
*i'L“"“"*"'""- ' " "‘ -s 'l""""":""".””’ i:si'""‘-ii“"‘;"w.~i'* mil‘

' 

agencies. 111 t.hi_§_|r__eg_:i.i§l,_]l"l_ie:lie_ve_t ic (£)lTlITHl.i88 
s ion 1 insi on 

':i'ii'il fol-al_dis_closiii"c o_fHall rfleiriintjociiments in ra_\v, rather than 
'glqlitEtl Q_r€‘<c-ised, form." 

7 "if"; ’ 
'_ . . 

-t. 

,. 
,l
i 

G ' 
'1‘he'iconii’iiit.tee should have the iinliiiiited opport_~umty__t_o_m_a_he an 

.iii(lcp'6iid'_c'iit_ __:iri]ilyIsis of 't-li'eTs-_‘<_i;,','(]io_};‘i;i_'r,i"i_c-rit~._s,' and? t sli_ri_iijiLiio1; accept any 
|>l‘c<r\l(‘Ql_\O'l1 or scrcenin->' of in_l'p_r_mation by any 9_2jQI_I§_)~;L Acceptance 

. 

"oictlilétllilfE<;l:étit1€(l.inT311niitigilgoiililjg:p_p_ar<lize lil‘|i!il\ll_('§][)l‘.lltl('i1C0 oi 

the 00111111liiQ;0_:S_iI:l}I_§Si-lg:1l.l()I1S_flI\(]Aggtllg i-aise the possib: ities of per-_ 

e..t-iiiéii't 'ii'i_f§<i'_r_iii.i.i.t‘i.<i.ii'_1g'e_Iii'i;.' iiiililiflil l>)'__*li9._*.1\_ee_i.\§_(w§-
i 

To obtain the iiecessarv raw inlorinat-ion am ooiiuiuuts, the Select- 
‘ Coiiiinit-tee should avoid the past experiences of other 

coiigmssioiial 
. . 

. 
_ 

_. ._ 
_ \ 

..,___..._ ._.‘.. __.._t._. 

bodic§_\i*l_1.isl§_i'1iid.e "l1I.‘-‘.i1..i-\.9§§§'_ \i'iil.1_I_‘_*=£l¢l=1l =\@\g!¢$."l>.°1Yl'- W18» ° 
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_ The requiroinet-nt.s of n tliorou{_~;h, 'in<lvper.<lou!. iuvcsl-i§_:ulion must 
_ 

- 
l 

A; 

ji not he compromised n.\\-'a_y through “t-rcutics,” and t-l1c"co1muit.l.oo
' 

~ must be rcilling to cmploflfnll appi'5pi~iiitieinieiaiiisjinizludiug cciifti-._11i— 
'

~ 

Q-A 
. . , . __...__.. . ._ . - ....... ._. .‘ 

‘(J
. 

of C<>iig'r_e_.s:sHcit:"i_t.ions’, to o_l_.yt_ani needed diifoi‘-in"a’tion. '_l‘lu§"cc'»Yii'1‘iiii »_ 
_

‘ 

“ f urthermorc iniiist be Willing to xiigorously piu-sue subpociiashnd 25611: 
' tempt citations to the legal’extentpossflnle in its efforts to, i 

secure P0l3.",P_11§iMQ.1'!1?lll§§1iL_i 
e t e "t " 

is 

. t 

In insisting on total clisclosuro oi relevant agency information 
\ relating to the !1SSfl.SSl!1[1l-l01\S, the committee must recognize n para- 

mount responsibility to ensure the safekeeping and conticlent-i:ilit_\" of " 

such materials t-hrougli whatever elaborate security measures and 
“ personnel clearance procedures are necessary. The not of f‘leal<ing”- - 

l 

.._._ 

p 

any such _:na.tei-ia.ls,should face the ‘most severe penalties, also. _
_ 

- 

ii 

- Lastly in the area of “thoroug"hne§_s,” I would caution the ._Arneric:1n 
people to also avoid reaching premsv.—.ure conclusions about the nature, ' 

"
- 

~ progress and results of the coxmnittee’s cxaxniiiations. A 

V _ 

' It would be misleading for the public to view COlTt1_l1i-ti1C€~(lQlil1el':i.— 

tions and hearings about specific allegations, observations, theories, -

‘ 

. ct eetera i-egumcling-time flS5I\S$lX13,i.lO1]S':lS official endorsements of the - 

l - 

validity of these ‘pieces-.01’information. .1 . 

- 
'; '_ 

, 

' 

1' 
'

i 

' Until any interim or final committee reports sot forth conclusive
' 

findings from the in'vestigntions, any deliberations and hearings, and _ 

their contents, should be viewed as part of the overall process liywliicrli ~ 

- A we are attenipting to determine the truthfulness, or falsity of allthis - 

V information. 
_ 

- ~. -- 
_ 

- 
- i 

. i . 

'
' 

' 

, 
“Openness”—Clcarly, the question whether to hold ineetiiws and 

hearings in public or in closed session is one of the most diflicult with" 
which the committee must deal. The obligation hes, as an arm of 9. . 

ublic institution, Congress, to do its business in public must be ~ 

iialancedby‘ the need to protect the confidentiality of certain sensitive
i 

inforniation. 
i 

_ 

_ 
» 

- ~ 

' 
' 

" 
' 

" 
' 

.
- 

. _ . . D 

Qid 

1i.u~1.-"_ 

I believe that a. ineehnv or a healing of our committee should be V 

closed only‘ when it has been demonstrated that an executive sessio ~ 

is necessary to: . . 

~ 

. 

- 

_ 

- . . 

A 
V

_ 

(1) ~prote<-.t the constitutioiml rights and safety of witn csses; -
* 

(2) avoid jeopardizing the ongoing im'est-igntions, such as by --
_ 

-Jrisking loss of potential evidence; aucl,- Q . . 

- (3) safeguard national defense information. -

- 

l 
Any decision to close a meeting or hearing should be made by a. 

rollcall, rather than a. voice, vote; - 

‘ J _ 

‘ 
‘ During the course oi" the connnit-tee’s investiget.ions, as plate-ou.~i - 

are reached where significant evidence has been verified-, allowing‘: -1 ,_ 

various conclusions to be drawn, then it would seemproper for the 
“ ’ 

coinmittee to hold open sessions, or to issue interim reports, to keep 
the public informed of its work. 

_ 

- 

‘ ' --
' 

This committee has an obligatioii to conduct as much of its lmsiness 
as possible in open sessions, where the American people can follow our 
investigations and judge for themselves how well or poorly we m-o t 

discharging our responsibilities. Such openness, I submit, is essential _ 

to establishing the credibility of our connnittec and of the results of
' 

its in\'estigations.~
- 

' The American people should have the opportunity to observe how, ~ - 
. _ 

. the members of this committee question witnesses. The 'pul_>lic should A 

' ' ' 

. _
_
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be a{l'oi'dei_l as_maiiy insights as possible into the actual workings of 
the iiiv'estig;_i-t-ions,_ becuuse__siicli participa-non will moan that our 
l1l]:Il(:Q;1(‘»llI'.'$l0l1S will be more crech )lG to ¥1.li’._J\l1l€l'lCi\U$- 

_
A 

_Dui-mg fioor cleoate on the House resolution CS1-:ll)llSllll\g the com- 
mittee, a niajor argiiiiiciit in its favor was that, unlilio past.investigs.— 
tioiis, we would allowthe people to oversee our deliberations. Such 
openness, it was a_rgued, would help t-o_. quell pnbhe mistrust of 
Coiigress filial oil our g-o'\»'e1'miig process, in general. ’.l‘lns argunient 
remains-vi i toi ay. . 

Our committee niight finally conclude that past imiest-igations of 
the he-.nne(_ly and lung :issa-ssinations were correct in their findings, 
tlius re_|ectii1g the many alternative theories now circulated. Or we 
niig it show some of these theories to be correct. 
What is as important here as any specific conclusion we might 

reach, is that we allow a reasonable, open process to work, and that 
we clc-nionstratc to the people that we are giving- each and every theory 
thorough scrutiny before accepting or rejecting it. In this way, no 
one in the future, will be able to C1111-llGI1°"G the coinniitteo's integrity 
and responsibility, as pastinvestigatioiis have been challenged. 

_ To further clemonstrate the coinmittee’s commitment to COH(lllCi.!D"§ 
an open inquiry, and to allow discussioiiin the near future of the best 
way to 'stril;e a balance bctwccn- our public obligation. and the need 
to inaintaiii aeertaiii level of cioiifidentialit-y,'I again would urgethe 
coininittee to draft a comprehensive policy statement or set of rules 
dealing witlitliese issues. Policy or comniittee rules regurcling the 

~ "l1:lIl(llllJg of sensitive cloeuinents, and statements to the press by 
in<li\'iclual nieinbers, also shoulclbe proposed for discussion. Such 
rules or policies should be debated and voted on by the eoininittee 
at an open session early next year. - 

_ _ 
_ _

' 

In sunniiary, I feel that the Select Committee has nuulo a productive 
beginning, and by this report, has demonstrated that it should be 
reconstituted as quickly as possible in the 95th Congress to allow the 
investigations to proceeal__witliout :1 loss of continuity or momentum. 
I urge all my colleagues in Congress to support such xi reestublisliineiit 
oftliecominittee. -- w - 

' 

_ - -. 
I'7nrtlieri'nore, I believe, that only through iiidepeinlmice, tliorougli- 

ncss.. and’ openness will the committee earn ‘and continue to receive 
the full support of the American people to-pnisue these (leliberations 
along wlialever paths it-he investigations might lead, including the 
firin-stepsqieeded to-enforce subpoenas -aiicl-contempt of Congress 
citations. " 

' 

1 - 
. 

"
‘ 

And ‘it will be only by fol?owing'tlieso guiding principles that the 
committee, and its work, \vill;be-acceptable‘ to ~t-he Anierican people 
as providing proper answeis to the disturbing questions which still 
sui-round the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy an<l~.Tlie 
_Revei-oinl ,\'Iartin Luther King, Jr. - 

.
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‘ CHRISTOPIII-ZR J. Donn; 
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» l0 Februarv l977 

CIA and the Investigations of the Assassination of President Kennedy 

' l. From the day of the assassination of President Kennedy by 
Lee Harvey Oswald, and in support of the various inquiries that have 
been conducted subsequently, CIA has contributed to_the considera- 
tions of the various investigative authorities. - 

V

. 

2. Immediately following President Kennedy's assassination on 
22 November l963, CIA conducted an intensive inquiry into informa-O. 
tion that it had concerning Lee Harvey Oswald. A number of overseas 
stations were tasked to provide such infiormation as they might have, 
with the station in Mexico City receiying special attention because 
of Oswald's visit there fromP27 Se tember through 3 Octgber_l963. 
with the appointment of the President's Comnission on the Assassinaa 
tion of President Kennedy (the_flQ£nen_CQmmissien) CIA functioned in 
support of that investigation. CIA reporting was provided to the 
FBI, and extensive materials were supplied to the warren Commission 
in response to its various requests and lines of inquiry. 

3. The next full-scale investigations were conducted in l975. 
The first of these was by the Commission on CIA Activities within 
the United States (the Rockefeller Commission). Staff members were 
given access to Agency files concerning Oswald and the warren Com- 
mission investigation. A number of special studies were prepared 
for the Rockefeller Commission on questions of special interest. 
The final report of the Rockefeller Commission devoted a chapter_to 
Allegations Concerning the Assassination qfaEresident_Kennedy 
(Chapter l9).‘ That"thapter noted that allegations had been made 
that the CIA participated in the assassination of President Kennedy 
and “concluded there was no credible evidence of any CIA involvement;
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4. Also in l975 the U.S. Senate Select Committee to Study Govern- mental O erations with Respect to Intelligence Activities (the Church Comitteg) conducted a study of alleged assassination plots involving foreign leaders, on which an interim report was published on 20 November l975. The Church Committee also conducted a study of the performance 
of the intelligence agencies during the investigation by the warren Commission, on which it published a report dated 23 April l976 (The Investigation of the Assassination of President Jofifi‘F. Kennedy: Performance of the Intelligence Agencies). Various questions raised in 
this report have led to an extensive research effort by CIA in an attempt 
to address those unresolved questions on which the Agency has some record. 
This research has proved a major undertaking which is still in process; 
an interim report is presently being prepared. *

t 

' 5. In September l976, the House of Representatives approved the formation of a Select Committee on Assassinations, originally_chajred 
by Representativgwpowning who was succeeded by Representative_fion;a]ez 
at the beginning of the current session. The Committee's staff,»; <= 
headed by Chief Counsel and Staff Director Richard A._§pg%gue, conducted some brief preliminary investigations at the en of the last session of Congress and has issued a preliminary report. This brief 
report was principally designed to provide the basis for approval by the full House of the continuation of the Committee and for a full 
staff and budget. The House has.....v.0..ted.6 tw9.:.'I19!\.th-..eXtensionma-t--»a.~

_ reduced budget and the Committee continues its dua1.lnvestigAtions 
of the assassinations of President Kennedy and Reverend Martin'Luther King. - 

6. CIA has had a number of preliminary meetings with Mr. Sprague- 
concerning working arrangements for_access to classified information, 
including security standards and practice. *Additionally, very limited 
classified information has been made available to Mr. Sprague bearing 
on issues selected for preliminary investigation. Pending completion - 

of working arrangements, material released by CIA in response to 
requests under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) has been passed 
to Mr. Sprague. An extensive review of these materials has been under- 

- way since April l976, for FOIA release; as additional documents are 
approved for release, copies will be delivered to Mr. Sprague. As 
soon as working arrangements are completed, and the Select Committee on 
Assassinations staff is organized, it is expected that committee staff 
members will have access to Agency files at CIA. At this time there 

' are no outstanding requests from the Committee.
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