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- LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

US. IlovsE oF REPRESENTATIVES,
Serecr CoadITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS,
- Washington, D.C., December 31, 1976.
Hon. Epvuxsp L. Maxsnaw, Jr., :
Clerk, U.S. House of Lepresentatives, Washington, 1).C.

Diar Mr. TexsHaw: On bebalf ol the Touse Select Comunittee
on Assassinations and pursuant to the maudate of House Resolution .
1540, I am transmitting herewith to the 1louse of Representatives the
report of the committee representing the results of the cominittee’s
investization and study since its inception on September 17, 1976. The
report includdes the recomnmendations of the committee with respect
to continuad investigation by the House of Representatives of the
gssassinations of John . Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.

I would like, at this time, to express the deep appreciation of the

B committee to the committee staff for its excellent work on this plase

t of the Select Committee’s investigation.

; I note, on my retivement from the ITouse of Representatives, the
fine start which has been made on this investigation, for whose initia-
tion I have worked over the past years. It is my sincere hope that the

N " House will see fit to proceed with the investigation in the same

thorough and prolessional manner in which it has begun.

0 Sincerely,

Tuonmas N. DowaiINg,
: Chairman.
Enclosure: Repott.
L : (nt S
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941 Coxcress | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Ruvorr .
2d Session B 9 No. 941751

RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS O THE .
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Deceyvzer 81, 1976.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Tnion and ordered to be printed

Mr. Dowxixe, from the Select Committee on Assassinations
submitted the following

REPORT
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- ' _ I. INTRODGCTION

its report finding that Lee Harvey Oswald was the sole assassin of
President John I, Iennedy. - -
Eicht vears have passed since Judge W. Preston Battle of the
Shelby County, Tenn., Criminal Court accepled James Karl Ray's
plea of guilty to the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. .
"The passage of time has not healed the national trawina caused by
these assassinations. In the ensning yéps, old doubts have remained

Iand new disturbing questions have been raised as additional evidence

has come to light. . - .

The following are just a few examples of these new issues:

(1) Did the Central Intelligence Agency deliberately avoid furnish-
ing critical infoxmation to the Tederal Burcau of Investigation which

to the assassination of President Kemnedy? If so, why? |

If so, why? : . : . Do

The U.S. Senate Select Committes to Study Governmental Opera-
tions, 10 n yeport released April 23, 1976, conclud hat the per-
formance of U.S. intelligenco

ACeNCies .
1o the investigaf 3055l

35085 resident Isennedy as

in part: NI S ) S
In the days following the assassination of President
Kennedy, nothing was more important to this country :
than to determire the facts of his ¢ eath; no one single event
" has shaken the country more. Yet the evidence the Com-
Thittee has developed suggests that, for different*reasons,
both the CIA and the THI. failed in, or avoided carrying -
out, certain of their responsibilitiés in’ this matter.” ~ '
Yo * x0T * . % ok
 The Committee emphasizes that it has nof uncovered
“any cvidence sufficient to ] justify a conclusion. fhat there wasn
conspiracyto assassinite President  Kenuedy. The Com-
. roittee, has, however, developed cvidence which impeaches
the process by which the intelligence agencies arrived at their
“own conclusions about the assassination, and by which
they provided information to the Warren Comission. .
This cridence indicates that the inzestigation of the assassina-
tion was deficient end that facts which might have substantially ’
affected the course of the investigation were not provided the
Warren Commission or those individuals within the I'R1 and
= 'CIA, as well as other ugencics of Government who were charged -
with investigating the assassination. (nphasis supplied.) ..

o
-

H.R. 1781

Twelve yowrs have passed since the Warren Conunission released’

would have resulted in the surveillance of Lee IHarvey Oswald prior

(2) Was critical evidence withheld from the Warren Commission?

a3 defective both with respect

well as the reporting to the Warren Commission, That rcport states
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(3) There are reports of intensive surveillance of Dr. Martin Luther
King by domestic intelligence agencies, including the FBI. Who and
where were these agents at the time of Dr. King’s assassination? Do

commit it? Was this surveillance decliberately curtailed prior to the
assassination? And, if so, why? - N o

" (4) There are rcports that there were unusual transfers of personnel
by the Memphis Fire and Police Departiments.on April 3 aind April 4,

. 1868, which may or may not have affected the security of Dr. King.

If so, why were these transfers made and at whose direction?

Over the years repeated disclosures of agency misconduct, foreign
assassination at{empts, concealed information, destruction of cvi-
dence and possible déliberate misinformation have fostered among

. +they have any evidence concerning the assassination or any plans to -

our citizens an_ensuing lack of confidence in"Govermment agencies,

7 As a result, there has bBeen a gfowiig “tense of national coiicern

about the adequacy and integrityof- the originalinvestizations. The .

history of thesc assassinations has demonstrated that the passage of

“more tinie will ouly increase that conecern, and only a thorough and

definitive inquiry at this time will resolve the growing doubts, -

On September 17, 1976, the House of Representatives rose to this
challenge. Tt created the Select Committec on Assassinations (11, Res.
1540) with the mandate to conduct & “full and complete investigation
of the circumstances surrounding the death of John ¥. Kennedy and
the death of Martin Luther King, Jr., and of any others the Sclect
Committee shall determine.” T ' s :

The members of the Select Committee recognized the need to re-
solve certain preliminary matters in the 3 months remaining before

the close of the 94th Congress. With a realistic .ap%)raisnl of the task:

in mind, stafing and budget levels were determined. Threshold inves-

" tigative inquiries were begun. With tho advent of the hew Congress

the committee is now prepared to proceed with the investigation.

- The commitice undertook ¥t legislative mandate with the recog-
nition of its responsibility to.the American public. The purpose of
this mandate is to investigate and provide the facts relating to both
assassinations and to do so in a manner which will be credible, pro-
fescional, ethical and will reflect well on the integrity of Congress,

Pursuant to this mandate, the committee will make reconmmenda-
tions regarding the adequacy of existing laws relating to the assassina-
tion of the President of the United States, conspiracy, deprivation of
civil rights, and the investigatory puthority and capahlity of agencies
and departments of the United Sthtes government. ,

The committec has received widespread support for this legislative
investization. An nssistant counsel to the Warren Commission, citing
recent disclosures of documents which were withheld from the Warren
Commission, strongly urged the reopening to the investigation. e

stressed that “the conduct of the Commission and of the agencies upon

which it relied should be carefully examined and any new information
be fully pursued.” :

"The important questions, he said, sre “not only how and why Presi-
dent Kennedy was assassivated, but how such events can be cffectively
fnvestigated.” He was joined by another assistant counsel to the
Warfen Commission who s endorsed “a full and thorough investiga-
tion of both assassinations.”

- v oo s
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" In the case of the King assassinalion, the commitlee was provided
with the results of & 1975 jnvestigation conducted by the Atlauta, G,
Burcau of Police Services, The report states in part: “ * * * cven o
cursory cxamination of certain information presented to us clicits
some very interesting series of coiacidences which would appear to
merit investization by approprinte agencies.” Tho report wrges that
f new investigation be undertaken in order to reach “a more defini-
tive position on the circumstances surrounding the asstssination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” . :

"T1. THE COMMITTEE'S INTTIAL ACTIONS

The committee’s first task was the selection and appointment of a

‘chief counsel and divector. . :

The committee obtained the seryices of Richard Ai ?m'% oue. Mr.

Sprague served as First Assistant Ldistrict Attorney of Philadelphia,

. Pa., from June 1966, until December 1974, Ile has represented the

Conmunonwenlth of Pennsylvania as prosecuting attorney in more

_ than 10,000 crimiual trials. SerVving ns Special Prosecutor for Washing-

ton County, Pa., he was responsible for the investigation and subse-
quent prosecution of the Yablonski murder cases, As Special Assistant
to the Attorney General of the United States, he was respousible for
the conviction of W. A. “Tony” Boyle, the-deposed. president of the

"The comntnitiee considered the nccessity of moving expeditiously
on both investigations. It felt that new evidence pertaining to either
the Kennedy or King assassination-should be pursued immediately, -
that further delay would be unwarranted. - B =
- "Thus, the committee decided to pursue each investigntion stmul-
taneously. It organized itself into two subcommittees: one, chaired
by Walter 1. Fauntroy to direct the King investigation; the other,
chaired by Richardson Preyer to pursue the Kennedy probe. All
members of the Full Committee will be active in both investigations.

The committes agreed upon the need for a staft of 170. This figure
provides for two investightive teams of approximalely”15 attorneys
and 25 investigators each. It isthe intention of the committee to
yeernit the best talent within this Nation. The committee believes
it ean attract dedicated professionals in the field of criminal investiga~
tion with broad experience and ability, who will view this call as a
yofessional challenge. as well as an opportunity for public service.
éubstantisd progress has been made in this area. o ,

Finally, the committee decided unanimously not to conduct the
investigntions under deadlines. One reason for this is to avoid a
situation where an agency, individual or group might engage in
delaying tactics in an attempt to outlast the committee. :

The Wavren Commission, which was under intense pressuwre to
resolve the question of responsibility for the Kennedy assassination
quickly, produced its final report withia 10 months. That Cormnrnission
did not bave an independent investigative staff and conducted its
proceedings in closed hearings. These factors, which may or may .
not have influenced the outcome of the Commission’s investigation,
have nevertheless contributed to the increasing challenges to that
Commission’s conclusions. i : . S
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With the passage of time since the original investigations, thero is .
no longer the pressure to arive ab quick conclusions. The Seleet
Committee, with the advantage of hindsicht, with independent
investigators, and without artificial {eadlines, will conduct the full,
dispassionate, and comprehensive investigation that is necessary. -

"o the extent that_it_does not impede ot impair_the integrity of G
the nvestiwation, the coinmittee jutends | to_hold _open_hestmgs... '—*
These sessions will be held as the investigatious lem{ to verifiable
conclusicns, which cither prove or disprove prior findings or allega-
tions. In observing the various witnesses and being able to observe
their demeanor and judge {heir credibility, the American public will
have o greater basis for confidence in ultimate couclusions. These:
sessions will also enable the public to observe the jnvestigation as it
unfolds. ' S
- III. PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION AND ANALYSES

' Ya the 3 months since its establishment the Select Committce has
initiated preliminary investigations into new and previously un-
pursued leads in DLoth assassinations. While we cannot yeb verify
the results of our preliminavy investigations, we can provide two
cxamples which are representative of the investigative activity that.
the conunittee has undertaken. - : .

On November 26, 1976, committee stafl questioned exlensively .
an ex-CILA agzent regarding his personal knowledge of conversations
between Lce Harvey Oswald and personnel within the Soviet and
1 Cuban Embnssies in Mexico_ City. S - S

As a result of the initial questioning, members ol the Xennedy
Subcommittee held an execulive session on November 27. Based on
information obtained duving the hearing, staff members were dis-
patched to \Mexico where they located and interviewed new wilnesses.
hese witnesses had never been sought out Defore by any investigaz,
tive body, notwithstanding the fact, that tley had important informa- :
tion concerning staleiients by Lee Harvey Os ald in Mexico withm_ — -
G0 days of the assassintion of Piesident Kennedy. . L

With respect to the assassination of Dr. King, committee counsel .
obtained relevant information from a witness who had never been

interviewed heforo by any investigative agency. This witness has

stated that James Bl Ray related to him the fact that after Ray
fled to Europe, Ray contacted another persori from whom he teceived
~ further instructions to aid in his continuing fiicht. .o

In other nreas of inquiryy committee staff bas intervicwed persons
with new relevant information who had never been contacted by any
investizative agency. The comumittee intends to continue {o pursue
such information. o .

Ta addition fo parsuing other new investimative loads, the com-

- jmittee hss been conducting sn intensive analysis of the evidence
available in both assassinations in erder to define and determine the
nature and scope of the inguiry. - . -

With respect to the Nenuedy investigation, tho chiel counsel
presented the committee with n list of hundreds of questions which
must be resolved. The committee also has identified several humndred
wilnesses who must be interviewed. :

The committee has taken positive steps to insure that.it will preserve
all relevant materials in the possession of investigative ngencies. Ithas
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issund several subpenas duces tecum to insure evidence wil be made
available.Zlhe committee has been inforraed that the Central Intelli-
{gence Agency alone is in possession of nigre than 60 cavtons of ates-
ials relating to the assasstnation.of President Kennedy and the activi-
ties of Lee Harvey Oswald prior to that assassination.
With respect to the assassination of Dr. TingThe commillee’s
“initial examination of the events aud circumstances during the period
of James Earl Ray’s escape {rom prison iu Missouri in 1957 until his
capture and subsequent extradition from Xngland in 1963 gave rise to
hundreds of questions. The conunittee has completed a detailed analy-
sis of the stipulations of fact contained in the guilty plea of Ray in
March 1969. “The committee noted that during the course.of the plea
proceedings, Ray rose to advise the court that he did not concur with

statements made by both the State prosecutor and his own attorney,

that there had not been a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. R

The committee does not mean o imply thal there was or was not a

conspiricy. It merely indicates that this 3s one of the areas which
xEﬁT§ ;

Samires Turther investigation, especially in view of the failure to olitan
& {ull statement of involvement from Ray by the Tennessce authorities.
_T'wo stalf mewnbers of the Select Commiitee traveled to Memphis,
Teunn., and compiled & 76-page index of materials contained in only
one of the evidentiavy files. The Federal Bureau of Investigation has
advised committee staff that it has more than 80 volumes of materials
on the assassination and subsequent investigation into that assassi-
nation. ' oL

To insure the preservation of certain ¢vidence and documents the

" Select Committee voted and issued « total of 12 subpenas duces tecum
related to evidence in the asassination of Dr. King. t

“T'he Select Committee is cognizant of the significant accomplish-

nments of other independent investigations by the Congiess. A quan-
tum of evidence relevant to our investigations has been accumulated -
by various comrnittees and select committees of the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate. To date, contacts by committeer stafl have
demonstrated & willingness on the part of both Houses of Congress,
their Members end various committees to cooperate in making those
materials available to this committee. . o
" On the basis of these numerous areas of inquiry and the necessity
_to preserve cvidence already under subpena, the Select Cornittee
uwnanimously. recommends to the 95th Congress that the Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations be iminediately reestablished to continue
the ifvestigation. - -~ - . - - »

1V. STATFF AND BﬁDGE’[‘ REQUIREMENTS

. The comnittee wishes to emphasize that the unprecedented nature
of the task identified in House Resolution 1540 malzes past methods
of determining the Select Committee’s budget inappropriate.

The coramittee fcels stronely that the integrity oi1 tlus investigation
is contingent upon the independence of our jnvestigative efforts. The
exccutive branch agencies, which were utilized in the past, ave the-
very agencies whose previous performance may be the subject of a
part of this investigation. The committee, thercfore, cannot employ
the services of the cxecutive branch agencies. Both the size of the
staff and the budget requirewents are predicated on the necessity of
conducting a comprehensive, impartial Investigation. ‘

’
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The .¢connmitiee submits the following .comparative. analysis of
budget and stafling levels of certain previous investigations as a
o ~_ standard by which our recommendations may be measured.
Ceo T - Warien Commission. =~ - . C :
. . ,—.T..—-——-——---——-——-—-“" e -l " L ‘ . N o BRI -
. -Stafl: 83. : : .

" Duration: 10 mnonths. " _ :

The VWitron Conimission did not possess an independent investiga-
live staff. For investizative purposes, they relied on the Federal
— lintelligence agencies. We have beent able to amass the followiiig figures,
- Jwdicaling the level of support provided to the Warren Commission X
ok by each agency. , ST '

i EBI: Provided 150 full-time agents who in turn conducted 25,000
inferviews and submiticd 2,300 reports totuling 25,400 pages. "They
also provided secretarial and clerical assistance. : S

CIA: Provided 12 full-time and pari-time professionals. They also

s eesrasentd i)

o aslieb bl F L
J

BER R

N A .

i provided gecretarial nnd clerical asSiStance. o - .
F " Secret Sevvice: Provided sver 60 Tull-timo professionals who con-
: R Juelad 15507 interviews and ‘subniitted S00 “reports totaling 4,600
A _ pages. They also provided secretarial and clerical assistance. :
s : Justice Department: Provided at least 4 {ull-time professionals.
' o ale Depariment: Provided certain professionsl support. -
BT ¢ 38T Estimates thab between their Internul Security Inspection
. Service and their Intelligence Division, they provided 6 stafi-years of
LIS supyport. ‘ ) : ‘ e
R FBI Investigaiion Le: Patty Hearst ~ . N
T N | The only figures available for this investigntion are for tho first 3-
month period. During this initial 90-day span, the ¥BI spent $2,600,-
000. Figures for the number of staff employed are:also unavailable.

New York State Special Nursing Howe I nvesligation
" 'This investigation of sbuse of the medicaid program by nursing
‘homes has a total stafl of 421. The stafl includes 65 Jawyers, 150
auditors, 100 investigators, and 100 support personncl. Its present
~ yearly budget is §6,000,000. 1n addition it utlizes 40 sitling grand
~ Juries, the cost of which is not included in the $6,000,000.

The commitiee fecls that the staff and budget requirements it has
identified at the end of this report arc at minimal Jevels necessary to
conduct comprebensive aud inde sendent investigations of the assassi-
nation of President Xennedy an Dr. King. .

.
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V. RECOMMENDATIONS

The commitiee and, indecd, the 94th Congress by the passage of i
JTouse Resolution 1540 recognized that there are many lingering B
doubts es to the comprehensiveness and eredibility of prior investiga-
tions jnte each of these assassinations. The questions which arvise from”™ o
even n prelininary analysis and investigntion are legion. Thus, the o
Select Committee unanimously and unequivocally recommends:

i 1 (1) That the Iouse of Representatives jnmimediately mova to con-
- - Ginue the investigation of the circumstances surrounding the death of -

Presideat John . Xennedy and the death of Dr. Martin Luther \

King, Jr.

L ALTE AR
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(2) That the House immedintely re-c s(‘l])ll\h 1]\0 ‘\lecl C‘mmml("n
{o sure that evidence which is currenitly under subpoenn will remain
mtact and under the continuing control of the Tlouse and to insure
th.\u there 1s no delay in the ongoing mvestigations. :

(3) That the House approve the budnm as sct forth herein.

 Select Commiltee on. As.\-assznal.wns—-lhulgel summary, 14977
T St S o o o e e e e 83, (333, 600

L Travel—Domestic ..o _______.

1, 681 200

ITL Travel—International o oo __._ Am e —c e ———— - 180, Guo
IV, Constiltant serviees o e e e ——————— 155, 000
Ve Ve et e o e 78, 900
VI Stationery avd supplies oo o oo e ce e a——e 117, 0600
VIIL. 'hl-phoue and telegraph_ ... e cm—m—n 425, 000
VI Equipment—Purchase .. ______ —————— = 34, 350
IX. Lqmpmﬂnt—Le:\.m---.-.--__________--_---_' _______________ 141, 000
X. Reproduction, printing, and graphicg---oo- PO T U S 25, 000
XI. Bouks and ])8110(11("11: _____________ bocmmmmccmm e am———— 5, 000
©OXIL AMiscellaneons . o oo e e e e e e —— . ———— 50, 000
Y 1] 401 S N S N A Limeedeceaaeaaoa 0, 531, 050
I S’\l.mea . - . :
AL (D) duector--_..;_-_-__--____.._____-;1_".. ..... ——— ' 39, GO0
B. (3)' deputy chief counsels at $36,000 - L l()S 000
C. (1) chief investigator. .. oo ciaicaan e c G 000
D. (30) stal counsels (14 grade 3 at '52‘3 000 to 834, 000 B
12 grade 2 at §20,000 to $28, 000 4 gr.n(.e 1 at . :
QIZ,OOO 10 $20,000) - oo oo i 832, 000
- B, (50) staff mvnsh"utms (2 deputy chiefs at §3 0000 R
16 grade 3 at 524,00() to $28,000; 1Ggrade2 '\tQIS 000
' to $24,000; 16 grade 1 at si2 000 to 518,000)------ 1, 084, 000
F, (5) lerral unit - (1 -deputy chief counsel nt 836, 000 .
- gradp 3 at 82 QOOO to .834,000; -2 grade 2 at . . .
$20,000 to $28 000) _____________________________ 152, 000

(30) documf»nt 'm'tlwns and research unit (1 chief of

. G. )

C unit at £34,000; 2 deputy chiefs of unit:-at §24,000 .
to $30, UOO 4 senior researchers at 818, 000 to FRETY

’ $24,0,00; 7 staff researchers at $10,000 to SlS,OOO;'
.11 document clerks at 8,000 to $12,000; 1 senior
- computer analyst at S_.’u,OUO 4 computer 'tn-ﬂ)stq at - )

S16,000 to $20, B L 497, 000

’

.

H. (4) polygx qph/PS : unit (4 at 8§30, 000) _______ e lecne- 120, 0VV
1. (2) zecurity unit—=530,000 and \lb 000 o - 40,000

Jo (9) admlmatntne/hudneb unit (I ‘chief administrator L

nt. $34,000; 1 chief clerk at $25,000; 2 cxecutive
nsanat'mts at $25,000; 2 task force :mannagerz al .
§18,000; 1 CdltOI‘/hlal‘Oll'ln at $22,000; 1 pubhc‘-
-mform'mon officer at $34,000; 1 bud"et omcer

' At §30,000) - - e oo o 231, 000
I (35) semetarm\/clem.ﬂ (35 at $10,000 to S16, 000)-__-- . 490, 000 .
" Total (170)euemsonoeeee T3, 635, 000

~ II. Travel—Domestic: : '
~A. Atturneys/investigators - (S0 tr.wchng——2 times per
month, 5-day duratnon)

.lmnspm tation—1,920 trips at $400. oo o.ooe ~ 7GS, 000
Per diem—1,920 trips at 8250 e 480, 000
Subtotal e e e ccmcmmaioieanad -1, 248, 000

‘mamema—e——
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T . 11. Travel—Domestic—Conlinued
. ’ B. Chicf, deputy counsels, polygraph/PSE unit, Jegal.
: ] oo " unib and administrative (15 traveling—3 times per
. . A - month, 3-day’ duration): : o L )
St : . Lo Transportation—540 trips at $400cc e 216, 000
Lt SR L Per Siem—540 trips ot §150- v cmccmvsnmman= - 81, 000
' _ Subtotaloo oo omceon e emmmemcccmaimmmee—n 297,000
C. Doéum.ent‘. analysis and research unit (5 tra\'eling—l- o e Ty
. h {ime per month, 5-day duration): . o . :
P . : i R ~Transportation—60 trips at $400cccecccemme e 24, 000
v . . . R Per diem—00 1rips at $250.cacomaicemcommann- 15, 000
L CE Sublotal iommmemeniommmmenszomemmmmemnes 39, 000 ]
! T . ' D. Committec members: ' o o
P . K Full Comimittee (2 neetings—2-day duration): . . i
s Lt ) . Transportation—22 trips at $450.cocammaa 9, 900
S o : B B © Per diem—22 trips ot $100. oo acaac e 2,200
v - BN o Subconnmittee—executive gessions (2 traveling—3
i B . times per month, 2-dny duration): .
i S . e ) . Transporlation—72 trips at $450. cccaae .- 32,400
' : : e Per diem—72 trips at $100-ccccamccmivnama= - 7,200
o : C se————
0 { , Subtotal. - emaccccmmmmmmmmmm === - 51, 700
: E. Stenograpllic/secret.arial/clerié;ﬂ (2 traveling—3 tin\es—-
per_month, 2-day duration): o
“Transportation—72 trips at $400. e cccmcmme e 28, 8§00 )
o : . ... Per diem—72 trips at $100-cccrcmcenmommmnme - 7,200 ) o
I A N | . o . : Subtolal___-_____---____,__..__-__..___-__.'_ ~ 36,000 ‘
F. Local tra\'cl——stﬁ.ﬁ (Washington, D.C., 850 per day
] times 250) e comceaoempmmme—temmm— oo mmemmosses 12, 500
i . e
1' VTS AR S L L DR 1, GS4, 200
Y A} _—_——-_"—'_:‘—
i - 1IN Travel—International: .
T A. Connnittee mwmbers and staff (8 trxveling 12 times
g! per year, 3-day Jduration): . :
-lsi Transportation—8s trips at $1,500 e ceccaenn- 144, 000
Rt  Per diem—96 trips ut §878c oo ommmooooomones 36, 000 .
"E . - . . N . . feo. ______——-——-——_
. Tota)ee tuoe e mmmcmaemmeemem——mmm s me e —e e 180, COO0
: 1 Lt . . . . =55
il . TV. Consullent services: . A _
i ‘A, Forensic (i.c. medica), ballisties). - . _ [
1 - - B. Experis—fingerprinting, handwriting, document an-
i alysis, criminalists (i%. fiher, Liair, clothing), nentron
! gelivation nnalysts, voice prints, electronic, photo- ' l
Ut graphic. : s R . T
i C. Translators—audiovisual, elc.: .
1 Tee: 1,000 man-days 8t $100. - - <o memmoaomoeon 100, 000
O Travci (100 trips—3-day duraiion): |
K Transportation—10C trips at S400.cacncen—- 40, 000 . .
fhy Per diem—7100 trips at 150 e cwmane -~ 15, 600 -
A'k v ——
4 0 7 U S SRS R L © 155,000
", N e
1 V: Wilnesses: : R
€ A. Travel (78 trips, 3-day duration): . .
M Trapsportation—78 trips at 200 oo e meoeae - 31,200
By Per dicrn—78 trips at $150.c ccmaccmmmmomcnom e 11, 700
i, B. Security: 120 days at §300. e coocmmmommmmmnaeon 36, 0u0
i : D e——
r Total. e cmemmcecammm=es=m—-—==-osmeameas- 78, 9C0
\l?
i!'
kY
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V1. Stationery and supplies:

170 Limes S300

A, Startup allowanee, 170 1imes 8300 ccac e v e e meee -
B. Iic-sup{)ly, 170 times $300. e cee e mmam 51, 000
C. Specialsuppliessuch us tapes, €b€aae oo covoncmcee- - 13, OO
VT R NN . 117,600
VIL ‘Telephone and telegraph: R
A. BAsiC SEIVICE . oo ocomocmcmmmmmmacosocmmmmmmm o - 50, 00
B. Long distance—300 days times $1,250 e e 375,.000

(Note: The basic service amount has been fur~
nished by the Chesapenke-Potomac Tclephone -
Co. representntive. Long distance charges have
been estimated at 250 ealls per day at an average
cost of S5 per cull.) . ) o o

..~ < VIIL EE;\liptncnt—purch:\Sf::

I'ape recorders (25 at $150; 2 at DA 1]1) . meeee © 4,350

_ B. Cameras, projectors, screen, €4 «——--- hmmeidmee 2,000 -
* C. Polygraphs (2 8 $2,800) oo oo omim e e -5, 600
-~ D. Stress evaluators (2 at $4,000) ccccc e e mmmm e . §,000
‘B. Mioiphone recording devices (2 at $2,200) - cccecm . 4,400
Y. Security devices for staff offices e oc o ccouvamnacn-- 10, 000
POt e e it i S Emme L mm 34, 350

. IX. Equipment—Lease:r R .
R X. "Xerox—3 at 812,000 ccaccncci e e mm e ———— . 36,000
B. IBM Memory Typewriter—2 at §2,500- - comeuecnne < 5,000
C. Computer services. . - e momcovomoonmonn mm——— 100, 000

B Ol o e

. {Note: The major portion of the committee’s comn-

puter service needs will be handled throngh the
- facilities of the Committce on Ilouse Administra- T
. tion, The direct charges to the Select Committee .
will be $57,600 for computer terminals. There will
_ be other charges which have yet to be determined
. by the Commitiee on House Administration.)
- X. Reproductions, printing, and graphics: This allowance e
needed for the developwment of films, cnlargements, special

- printing, avt worlk, graphics, etc._—-_ m e e——mmmmmm————— . 23, 000
1. Books/periodicals: This amount is needed for books, literature,
periodicals, newspapers, OO e e emcmm————b———— 5, 000

XII. Miscellaneons: Contingency allowance (this amount is 5 con-
-~ tingency allowance representing approximately 1 percent oi
~the budget to allow for underestimating in the various ex-
- pense entegories and to provide for unanticipated expenses).-. 50, GOO

L
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ADDITIONAL VIEWS OF HENRY B. GONZALEZ

I completely support the rccommendation-of the committee, urge
that the ¢5th Congress immediately reestablish it, and that a hudget
be approved in the full amount requested. ... .

If cver a legislative effort began with Jess promise, it was the work
of this Select Committee. The committee began its work in the waning
days of the 94th Congress, had no staff, no offices, no time to organize
properly, and no time to prepave or carry out the study it was com-
nissioned to do. The commiltee has, bowever; accomplished more
than anyone could have thought possible. - -~ S e

Tirst, the committee has sccured the services of an outs anding
chicf counsel, Richard A. Sprague; heé is one of the most cfiective and
respected investigalors in the country todey. ‘The committes has also
hoen able to hire s team of exceptionally uble investigators, research-
ers, and attotneys. ‘[here is absolutely no doubt that Mr. Sprague
and his Staff can conduct a completely independent, dispassionate,
ohjective, and thoroughly professional study, given time and adequate
support. _ o C

{(n the very short time available, the committee has oblained a

substantial amount of information and evidence, and pladed thess

under its control. Researchers and investigators have cowpiled, and
jndexed an immense amount of ynaterial, initinted some investigations,
and most important, prepared the ground for the sustained effort
abead. - - : . S :
* Second, the commitiec has defined its job and has a clear idea of how
it is to be accomplished. Co .
The conunittes does not intend to prove or disprove any theory
concerning the assassinations it will study. Instead, the committeo
will conduct a completely new, independent study. It will hegin with
the cvents, take tlle ovidence available, verify that cvidence, and
rench reasonable conclusions based on the available evidenee: no

-more, no less.

1 recognize that an approach of this kind will entail a subslantial
amount of money, and will reyuire a large number of people; move-
over, n study of this kind will take time, and cannot be subject to any
deadlines. To have any meaning, the investigation must rely on
wnimpenchable integrity. To do less than a completely thurough job
\\'oul(}l Le to accomplish nothing at all.

"Ihe cornmittee 3s unanimous in its conclusion that it must he able to
rely completely on its own resources. We know that neither the ¥BI
nor OTA coonorated fully with the Warren Conuntssion; sl we know

ihat the FBI Dircctor i 1068 bad passionate feelmgs agamst Dr.
Martin Luther King—feelings that might well have been” veflected
in Jess than objective work by his subordinates. The-deeision of the
committee to rely on its own stafl rither than Executive npencies
does not reflect on the integrity or efficiency of those agengies; but
we ave determined that this be a completely independent study,
not in any way affected by the inlevests of any agency or group.
: (1)
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“Investigations of any kind are expensive. Few people, perhaps
few of my colleagues, realize how costly even a simple mvestigation
can ‘be. The scope of this study, and the Lnct that evidenee and
witnesses are scattered far and wide, the complexity of enrrying out
two major homicide investigations at once, will make this a very .
expensive effort. But I am safisfied that the study iust be inde- '
pendent, must be thorough, and that every finding must be as thor-
oughly verified as humanely possible, or the cutire eflort will be
meaniugless. o . o ‘

“'Third, the committee has demonstrated is competence. Tn-the very
short amount ol time it has had available, the committee has accora-
plished miracles of organization, defined its work, and begun an ex-
tremely complex set of investigations. It is dillicult to irnagine how it
could have accomplished more than it has, especially under the very

adverse conditions it has been forced to operate under. )
I believe the committee has deinonstraled that it has a real task to
accomplish. I it is permitted to proceed, the committee can settle
“ hundreds of questions about the murder of President Iennedy aund L .
that of Dr. IXing. Beyond that, the comitice can shed light on the 1.
Javger issue of political murder aud violence. We shotld 1ot foreget that ,
Present-Tord Fad his owh hariow escapes; no Member of the House . - i
should forget that the Capitol Building was bombed; and no Meber - ) T
~ of the ouse should forget that we live and work under increasingly -
‘tight security measures. , o '
. Tt is necessary today to have a vast police force 1n and around the . .
Capitol. It is necessary to have television monitors on every door. It is ST
necessavy to have pavcels X-rayed. . o
Ivery airline passenger must be subjected to an clectronic search N LT
for metal, and bageage carried aboard auplanes, and cven iiito board- B
ing areas, must be X-rayed.. A -
Visitors to the Supreme Court mnust be cleared. ‘ . o
New gates and increasingly sophisticated surveillance devices . L
sirround and protect the VWhite House. A whole new police force is .
employed to protect Iimbassies. ' C : ' o
Il of this reflects an age of political violence; all of it has come N
about since 1963. All of it shows that wo have not learned the answer I
‘ to the crucial question: Why? s P
? That, as I seejit, is the ultimato task of the Select Committece—Lo L
; find out not just what happened, but why. . e
If we can answer that question, it may be possible o end political L o
violence, and begin taking down the security measurves that repress all R : '
of us, and represent a genuine threat to free government. Political . ' R
violence is not inevitable, and it is not inexplicable. T'he Select Com- - : .
mittee may, and I hope will, shed light on why these ovents took place, N
and why they shadow all our lives, even today—and how we can begin , . .
to end. political vielence and the omnipresent threat of it, which is, v N
in fact, a threat to [ree government itself. : - L
o ' o . Hexry B. GoNzatkz. . T o
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SUPPLEMENTAL VIEWS OF CONGRESSPERSONS LOUIS
STOKES, WALTER E. FAUNTROY, YVONNE BRATH-
WAITE BURKE, AND HAROLD E. FORD

"The purpose of these supplemental views is to strongly ewmphasize
our concurrence in the recommendation contained in the committee’s
report. In our opinion, the House of Representatives took n giant step
toward restoring the faith of the American people in their Govern-

ment when, in_the 94th Congress, it passed House Resolution 1540

by a mejority vote of 280 to 65 and established the Select Committee
on Assassinations. Just this past week, the latest Gallup Tool told us
that SO percent of tho American people do not believe that cither Lee
Harvey Oswald or James Earl Ray acted alone in the murders of
President John X. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. They
feel that their Government has not told them all that it knows or that
it is in position to find out about the hrutal assassinations of two ol the
most important leaders of the Post World War II era.

. The following article appeared in the Washington Post on December
26, 1976, and read asiol‘ows: ' :

. As the Touse Sclect Comiuittee on Assassinations begins
its investigations, the overwhelming majority of Americans

~ Dbelieve that others hesides Toee Haryey Oswald wereinvolved
_in the assassination of Presiden Kennedy in Dallas on Ko-
“yvember 22, 1663+ T oL o
~ In the latest survey, just completed, 80 percent think - .
others were involved in the assassiration, while only 11 per- -
“cent think Oswald acted alone. Nine percent do not express an
opinion. Persons with a collego buackground, while overwhelm-
~ingly of the opinion that some form of conspiracy was in-
.- volved, are less inclined to hold' this ¥iew than arg persons
" with less than o college background. - : ‘
~ Approximately one-half of the survey respondents who
believe others were involved did not nume a specilic group.
" Among those who did ghowever, Cuba orPremier Fidel Castro
. were mentioned _inost _often. Other Tesponses frequently
given are “the Mafin,” “Communists,” ‘and the Central
Intelligence. Agency. : - '
The smne survey also shows that few Americans belicve
Jumes Bl Ray acted on his own in the assassination of the
Revened Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. in Memphis on

© April 4, 1868. Only 18 pereent hold this view, while 69 per-

cent. think others were juvolved and 13 pereent do not
CXpress i opinion. o N
An investigation irto the assassinations ol Keanedy and
King was recently begun by the newly established Houso
Selaot Commiltes=on Assassinations—the sixth to bo con-
ducted on a large scale by Government oflicials sinee Ken-
nedy was assassinated.

(12)
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Thus, in the case of the death of President Wennedy, in spite of the
Warren Commisston nvestigation and the investieations by other
vederal agencies and the U.8. Congress, the final reports to the

American people have lacked the thoroughness
sicions that a conspivacy existed which has not y

to allny their sus-
¢l been uncovered.,

n the case of James Farl Ray

aud the King murder, the sam

e general

suspicions exist. The threshold inquiries made into these two deaths
by our present committea do not provide the answers to these rumors,
theories, and suspicions. If these fears, theories, suspicions, and:
rumors are to be put to rest and if the comfidence of the Amertican
people is to be restored in the investigative agencies of their Govern- ,
ment, u thorough, competent and objective investigation inlo each ‘ -
of these deaths 1s an absolule necessity: . . L ) _
This committee has proceeded in that vein. The committee has -~ =~ 1 "
selected Mr. Richard Sprague, a prominent prosecuting attorney as o .
chief counsel and director of its stafl. 1le is 1n the process of cstab-
lishing a staff of attorneys, investigators, and administrative personnel
who are cn.(pable of exhibiting the highest degree of competence and
professiontalism in the enormous task of invesligating two murders. , : -
Phe Warren Comuuission was able to avail itsell of the investigative L
personnel of numerous agencies cuch as the FBI, CIA, the Secret - {7 -,
Service, the Justice Depurtruent, the State Department, and the B
Internal Revenue Service. . S s
The integrity of -the results of the investigation by the Sclect
Committee on Assassinations will be predicated upon- & thorough,
objective, fair, and impartinl investigation by professional personnel,
who will be independent and will be free from the taint of “investigat-
ing  themselves.” It is imperative, therefore, that these minimum - e L
staff and budget recommendations which are beine requested be L e e
.granted by the 95th Congress. If in the final aualysis we have been R
able to help restore the faith and conflidence of the American people AT
i in their. Government, this Congress will have justified the costs and A
! will have endeared itself to the people whor we serve. L Ll
.o e Lovurs STOKES. E SN e T
<. . . Wamrer E. FauntroY, 7 o T LT
: YvoxNNE BRATHWAITE BURKE. , L
Hanorp Ii. I'orp. . T : IR
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SUPPLEMENTARY VIEWS OF CONGRIESSMAN

~ « " CHARLES THONE- - - -

I am in basic agreement with the Report of the Select Committee
on Assassinations to the 94th Congress. I do, however, wish to make
the following observations. o C o '

Unless this Select Committec maintains complete credibility with
the American public, its efforts will be in vain. Anything that snb-
tracts from the faith and confidence that the people of the United
States have, in this committee will greatly dinunish the value of its

final report.

Therefore, I have been deeply concerned by the lcxl(lcnc)" of a

majority on the committee to conduct far too many meetings in
executive session. I grant thero will be some matters coming before
the committee that should be heard in executive sessions, Examples
of such matters are testimony that would endunger. the national
security snd, in' special investigative hearings, such testimony or
cvidence that would tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate an
individual who might be innocent. By and large, however, we can
only serve the public well through conducting our scssions after
adequate notice and in public. R L
At the December 17, 1976, meeting of the commitice, a motion
which I introduced was adopted unanimously: by: these present. It
specifically provides in the reconstruction resolution of this conmittee
for the 95th Congress that the committee, at its first meeting in 1977,
must ‘adopt rules for its conduct and that those rules must be in
accordance with IJouse of Representatives rules, ° e
~ Rule XI provides tliat every committee of tho IHouse shall adopt
written rules governing its procedure, and Rule XI 2(g)(1) provides
that “Each meeting for the transaction of business, incluéing the

markup of legislution, of each standing committee or subcommittee -

theveof shall be open to the public except when the committiee or
subcommittee, in open session and with & quorum . present, deter-
mines by rolleall vote that all or part of the remainder of the meeting
on that day shall be closed to the public.” Other meeting rules cover
proper notice, specified record keeping and some very limited excep-
tions to open sessions. We can and must follow both the letter and
spivit of these rules. - o

Yes, by all means_this Select Committee on Assassinations must
operate scrupulously and diligently wighin the rules of the House.
Furthermore, we must sirive, within the rules, to.be open and ac-
cessible to the public_and their representatives, tho news media. IFor
this committee, credibility is everything. And credibility will best
bo sorved, as usual, by conducting public business in public.

: Cuanvrrs Tuoxe.
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ADDITIONAL V LEWS OF COXN GRESSMAN Cf IRISTCPHER
‘ ' C o J. DOLD .

~ “Independence, thoroughness, and openness’” mnst be the gniding
principles of these new investigations into. the assassinations of Prest-
dent John I. Konnedy and the Keverend Martin Lauther King, Ju. by
out Ifouse Selech Committee oo Assassinalions.
... Tn endorsing this report‘,'l,wo‘u\d_lil\‘g to, talke 'thi-’:opportuni't.y to
claborate on these themes, and to underscore their importance {0 the
ultimate success 0L faslure of our cfforts. 1 also want to shave my
ersonal views on these inquiries, as the committee begins this ambi-
tious undertaking. © - . L St Y .
As an early cosponsov of congressional resolutions calling for this
Select Commuttee, I have long felt that there remain many unanswered
questions su rrounding these ASSNSSE nations—-—cxgeciully qquestions bout
the roles of the Federal agencies chavged with investigating these .
terrible crimes. ' o ‘ - :
The specific questions highlighted in this report as to the conduct
of the Central Intelligence Agency, andl its apparent knowledge 0
come of Liee Harvey Oawald’s activities in Mexico before the Kennedy

qssassination, are exam sles of just such continuing concerns.
‘Another cxminple unc erscored in this docurnent is the question of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 3¢ orted smrveillance of Dr.
King, and whether FBI agents were in Memphis and near the civil
yights Jender at the time of his death. _ S
The House Judiciavy Subcommittes on Civil Rights, on which 1
serve and which bas oversight yesponsibility for the ¥BI, found it
necessary last yeay to hold hearings nhout that agency’s activities
before and after President Tennedy's as,sn.ssiuﬂ.titm. fter taking
avt in those lieavings, L can say our subcommittee raised ore new:
guestions ahout, the FBI and the pssassination than we received
answers to old ones. : R . .
Since then, other pressing legislative rcsponsibilities-—sxtch as FBL
surveillance guidelines and bankruptey Inw reforms—prevented our

Judiciary Subcommittee from purswng these new questions, aul the
unanswered old ones, as fully as would have been desired. ‘
The allegations of possible conspiracies, and of the possible with~
Lolding of evidence, ave more of the many additional questions about
these assassinations swhich should be 1aid to rest once and for al}, s
that these tragic chaptersin Araerican history can ab last bo closed.
" 1 think this new, Select Committee represents unique opportunity
for Congress and the American eople to finally resolve the issues stil
currounding these murders, and 1 would hope the committee will be
able o provide the answers to all these continuing questions. '
However, it must be pointed ouk that this committee .could, nfter

its lengthy, exhaustive inquities, still reach the same conclusions about

these nssassinations that other jnvestigating bodies have before us.
Or this commitfee might srrive ab far different conclusions.

(15)
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The American people have a right to know the full stories behind
these assasinations. They have a right to know the motives and
reasons for them, how these deeds were accomplished, and who truly
was responsible for them. :

This Committee, then, lias n great responsibility to f ulfll, and the
ways it accomplishes this task are of the utmost importance. It is here
where “Indepéndence, thoroughness, and openness” count the most.

“Independence”—As mentioned before in thesc views and in the
body of this report, major criticisins of past investigations of these
assassinations focus heavily on the activities of the JFederal justice
and intellicence agencies charged with conducting the initial crininal
inquiries. R . e -

In light of the fact that theso Tederal agencies could be the subject
of part of our investigation, it would be wholly inappropriate to em-
ploy their services as hias been done in past assassination studies. Such .
relinnce on these agencies would prejudice the necessary impartiality
and credibility of our inquiries. K _

Therefore, 1t is crucial to the success of this committee that it retain
an experienced, professional investigative and legal stafl completely
independent fron these Tederal Government agencies. This great

" need for an independent staff is the primary reason why the proposed

committee budget totals what it does. .
. “Thoronghness”—I am pleased that the members of this commit-

tee, and its staff, are committed {o pursuing every possible avenue of

juvestigation and every conceivablo theory and lead about these as-
sassinations. . . ) ) ' L L

- This (etermination to find definitive answers, if they exist, to all
the questions surrounding the nesassinations is signifiennt, hecause the
committee’s work must withstaad the tests of time which other in-
vestigntions apparently have failed to phss. In 10, 20, 30, or 100 years
after the end of our inquiries, the American people should not have to
faco the doubts abouf these crimes which exist today. _

Our committee must go about its deliberations in the most consid-
ered and careful manner possible—eschewing making judgments and
conclusions until all the evidence is gathered and evaluated. It is
essential that the committes and staff approach these inquiries with
completely open minds, so as to avoid possible: charges from any
quarter that we are being less than objective. _

Central to the thoroughyess of our investizations will e the neces-
sity to obtain confidential densitave, or classified m aterinl from Iederal

Ld - 0 L L P anrmabt iy L Sk aur auee iy Jh -
agencics. In this regard, Thelieve the commitiee should nsist on full

[

EX

“andfotal disclosure of all Telovant documents in_raw, rather than C

‘cdited ot excised, form.

e

"Tho committee should have the unlimited opportunity to make an

independeat paalysis of thess documents, andit shonld nof accept any
_.preselection _or.screening of information bv any asency, Acseptance

o[_cditcd_.ot:_s,c;‘ee_ne(l'nformuﬁon could jeopardize the intlependence of

tho, committee’s investigations and could raise the possibilities ol per-
_ {inent information being withheld by the agencies.

To obtain the necessary raw nformation and documents, the Sclect

Committee_should avoid the past experiences of other congressional

bodies_which made Tireaties” willt Federal acencies ahout access to”

information.
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The requirements of a thorough, independent. invesligation must
not be compromised away through “treafies,” and the connuitiee
must be willing to cruploy ell Rppropiinte Theans, including conlempi’
of Congress citalions, to obfain Néeded inforiantion: "Tli¢ ¢omnul tee
furthermora st be willing to Vigorously pursue subpoenas and con-
tempt citaticns to the fullest legal extent possible in its efforls to,
secure relevant information” — ~ T - -

In insisting on tolal disclosure of relevant agency information
relating to the assassinations, the committee must recognize o para-~
mount responsibility to ensnre the safekeeping and confidentinlity of
such matetials through whatever claborate scemrity measuves and
personnel clearance procedures ave necessary. The ach of “leaking’” .
any such raaterials should faco the most severe penalties, also.

Lastly in the area of “thoroughnegs,” I would caution the Ametvican
people to also avoid reaching premature conclusions about the nature,
progress and results of the coramittee’s exnminations. o

1t would be misleading for the public to view committee deliberd-
tions and hearings aboub specific_allegations, observations, iheories, -
ot cetera regarding-the assassinations as official endorsements of the .

. validity of these pieces.of information.

Untl any interira or final committee reports set forth conclusive
findings from the investigations, any deliberations and hearings, and
their contents, should be viewed as part of the overall process by which
we are atterupting to determine the truthfulness or falsity of all this
information. IRV ~ e . L

“Openness’’—Cleatly, the question whether to hold mestings and
hearings in public or in closed session is one of the most diffcult with’
which the committee must deal. The oblization has, as sn arm of &

ublic institution, Congress, to do its business in public must be
alanced by the need to protect the confidentiality of certain sensilive
information. : o o :

1 believe that a meeling or a hearing of our committee should be
closed only when it has been demonstrated that an executive session
is necessavy to: . . S : R ‘ :

(1) protect the constitutional rights and safety of witnesses; -
(2) ‘avoid jeopardizing the ongoing investigations, such as by
.. risking loss of potential evidence; and,- :
(3) safeguard national defense information. -

Any decision to close a meeting or hearing should be made by a
rolleall, rather than a voice, vote: : ‘ s

During the course of the comumittee’s investigations, as plateous
are reached where significant evidence has heen verified, allowing
various conclusions to be drawn, then it would seem proper for the.
committes to hold open sessions, or to issue interim reports, to keep
the public informerd of its work. , . L : .

This committee has an oblization to conduct as much of its business
as possible in open sessions, where the American peaple can follow our
investizations and judge for themselves how well or poosly we ave
discharging our respongibilities. Such openness, T submit, is casential
to establishing the credibility of our committee and of the results of
its investigations.:

The Anierican people should have the opporturity to observe how. -
the members of this committee question witnesses. The public should




one in the futwre, will be able to challenge the committeo’s integrity

“ness, and openness will the committee earn and continue to.receive .

Reverend Martin Luither King, Jr.

——————t 1
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be afforded as many insights as possible iuto the actinl workings of .

the invesiigations, becnuse_such participation will moan that our

final conclusions will be more crediLle to alk Americans, A '
During floor debate on the House resolution establishing the com-

mittee, a major argument in its favor was that, unlike past investiga-

tions, we would allow the people to overses our deliberations. Such

‘openuess, it was argued, would help to. quell public mistrust of.

Congress and of our governing process, in general. This argument
remains valid today. :

Our committee might finally conclude that past investigations of
the Kennedy and King nssassinations were correct in their findings,

thus rejecting the many alternative theories now circulated. Or we

- niight show some of these theories to be ccrrect.

What is as important here as sny specific conclusion wo might
reach, is that we allow & reasonable, open process to work, and that
we demonstrate to the people that we are giving cach and avery theory
thorough scrutiny before accepting or rejecting it. In this way, no
and responsibility, as past investigations fiave been challanged.
To further demonstrate the committee’s commitment to conducting
an open inquiry, and to allow discussion’in the near futuro of the best
way to strike o balance between our public obligation and the need
to maintain a certain level of confidentiality, I again would wrge the - * 7
committee to draft o comprehensive policy statement or set of rules .
dealing with thesc issues. Policy or committee rules regarding the - - . ¢

~handling of sensitive documents, and statements to tho press by

individual members, also should be proposed for discussion. Such

rules cr policies should be debated and voted on by the conunittee

at an open session early next year. . . , ’ T Lo
Tn sunmary, I feel that the Select Committee has mace a productive - .

beginning, and by this report, has demonstrated that it should be .

yeconstituted as quickly as possible in the 95th Congress to allow the e

invesligations to proceed without a loss of continuily or momentum. - .

I urse all my collengues in Congress to support such a recslublishment
of the commiittee. . . . .. . ' e .
Turthermore, I believe that only through independence, thorough-

the full support of the American people to-pursue theso deliberations
along whatever paths the investigations 1night lead, including the
firm -steps -needed to-enforco subpoenas wind- contempt of Congress- - °
citations. - 1 - : ,
And it will be only by folfowing these guiding principles that the
committee, and its work, will;be: acceptable-to the American peoplo -
as providing proper answers to the disturbing questions which still
surround the assassinations of President John F. Kenuedy and The

Cunistornir J. Doob.

Lo
0




10 February 1977

CIA and the Investigations of the Assassination of President Kennedy

T 1. From the day of the assassination of President Kennedy by
Lee Harvey Oswald, and in support of the varioud inquiries that have
been conducted subsequently, CIA has contributed to the considera-
tions of the various investigative authorities.

2. Immediately following President Kennedy's assassination on
22 November 1963, .CIA conducted an intensive inquiry into informa-..
tion that it had concerning Lee Harvey Oswald. A number of overseas
stations were tasked to provide such information as they might have,
' with the station in Mexico City receiwving special attention because

eﬁ N of Oswald's visit there from 27 September through 3 October 1963.

A With the appointment of the President's Commission on the Assassina-
tion of President Kennedy (the ilarren Commissien) CIA functioned in
support of that investigation. CIA reporting was provided to the
FBI, and extensive materials were supplied to the Warren Commission
in response to its various requests and lines of inquiry.

3. The next full-scale investigations were conducted in 1975,
The first of these was by the Commission on CIA Activities Within
the United States (the Rockefeller Commission). Staff members were
given access to Agency files concerning Oswald and the Warren Com-
mission investigation. A number of special studies were prepared
for the Rockefeller Commission on questions of special interest.
The final report of the Rockefeller Commission devoted a chapter to
Allegations Concerning the Assassination of President Kennedy

v+~ (Chapter 19). That chapter noted that allegations had been made

that the CIA participated in the assassination of President Kennedy
and "concluded there was no credible evidence of any CIA involvement."

o




4. Also in 1975 the U.S. Senate Select Committee to Study Govern-
mental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities (the Church
Committee) conducted a study of alleged assassination plots involving
foreign leaders, on which an interim report was published on 20 November
1975. The Church Committee also conducted a study of the performance
of the intelligence agencies during the investigation by the Warren
Commission, on which it published a report dated 23 April 1976 (The
Investigation of the Assassination of President Jhn F. Kennedy:
Performance of the Intelligence Agencies). Various questions raised in
this report have led to an extensive research effort by CIA in an attempt
to address those unresolved questions on which the Agency has some record.
This research has proved a major undertaking which is still in process;
an interim report is presently being prepared. '

5. In September 1976, the House of Representatives approved the
formation of a Select Committee on Assassinations, originally chaired
by Representative Downing who was succeeded by Representative Gonzalez
at the beginning of the current session. The Committee's staff,-
headed by Chief Counsel and Staff Director Richard A. Sprague,
conducted some brief preliminary investigations at the end of the 1las
session of Gongress and has issued a preliminary report. This brief
report was principally designed to provide the basis for approval by
the full Hoase of the continuation of the Committee and for a full
staff and budget. The House has.voted a two-month extension.at.a_.
reduced budget and the Committee continues its dual investigations

of the assassinations of President Kennedy and Reverqnqmﬂgryjn‘Luther King.__;“__m

6. CIA has had a number of preliminary meetings with Mr. Sprague
concerning working arrangements for access to.classified information,
including security standards and practice. :Additionally, very Timited
classified information has been made available to Mr. Sprague bearing
on issues selected for preliminary investigation. Pending completion
of working arrangements, material released by CIA in response to
requests under the Freedom of Information-Act (FOIA) has been passed
to Mr. Sprague. An extensive review of these materials has been under-
way since April 1976, for FOIA release; as additional documents are
approved for release, copies will be delivered to Mr. Sprague. As
soorf as working-arrangements are completed, and the Select Committee on
Assassinations staff is organized, it is expected that committee staff
members will have access to Agency files at CIA. At this time there
* are no outstanding requests from the Committee.






