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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director of Central Intelligence ‘To = 

_°‘ . 

Deputy Director for Operations ; ; 
- 

- q;4$k2' 
‘General Counsel ‘ ‘ 

Legislative Counsel 
Director of Security I-1 ., (:1 }Q\ 

FROM : John H. Waller "

_ 
Inspector General 77 O0/9 /Q 

SUBJECT : _Procedures for Dealing with House f~_ 
Select Committee on Assassinations 

l. We are of the opinion that the Agency must establish a firm 
.

1 

basis for doing business with the House Select Committee on Assassi- V 

\
. 

nations. The Agency must reserve the right to respond on an orderly 

and considered basis, and it must put itself in a position to be dealt 

with by the Committee on ancorderly basis; ‘
Y 

2. The need for a tight procedure is highlighted by the public 

statements that have been made recently by Chief Counsel Sprague. He 

has stated that: '

. 

a. "The Committee would have to retain its own authorities 

with respect to disclosures and couldn't capitulate to Executive Branch 

requirements in this regard;
' 

b. “the Committee might even reveal the identity of under~ 

cover CIA agents, if necessary, to tell the story;
' 

i 

O 
/87-'2‘/O

Q 
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c. "the Committee would make public, chiefly through public 

hearings, the information it developed, even if the disclosures might 
v t‘ ‘ 

affect individuals or government agencies only indirectly connected to 

the assassinations; ~ -V 

-I d. "the Committee plans to record secretly the remarks of 

potential witnesses with the use of hidden body transmitters and then 
_ , .

g 

subject the responses to psychological stress evaluation."
' 

3. In dealing with the Senate Select Committee to Study Govern- 

mental Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities the Agency 

was ghided by an agreed set of SSC-CIA procedures (attached). A dif-
\ 

ferent set of procedures was formulated by the Agency to deal with the 

House Select Committee on Intelligence (Pike Committee) because of the 

manner in which it conducted its investigation (attached). In light 

of the recent Sprague announcements, it is felt that a tighter pro- 

cedure is indicated than that provided by the set of SSC-CIA proce- ' 

dures, which gives the Congress the final word on the release of 

information from the Executive Branch. Carefully considered-terms 

of reference, such as those provided for in the Pike formula, which 

called for resolution by the courts, should be agreed upon for dealing 

with the House Select Committee in its investigation. It is interest- 

ing to note that some of the public pronouncements by Mr. Sprague have 

_

2 -
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/. . . 

aroused the apprehension of the Chairman of the House Judiciary Sub- 

committee on Civil and Constitutional Rights, who publicly warned that 

some of the proposed investigative techniques of the;H0use Select Com- 

mittee on Assassinations would be "wrong, immoral, and very likely 

illegal". while these are proper matters for our concern, we are 

responsible, under the DCI, for protection of intelligence sources 

and mefitpds. 
C 

. _. g 

W -C 
‘ ‘ 

4. It is recommended that the Legislative Counsel propose to 

the House Select Committee on Assassinations the adoption of the P. 
. 

' v 

same set of procedures, with minor modification,_which controlled 
\ . 

the Agency's dealings with=the Pike Committee. alhese procedures » 

would establish policy for the control of certain types of informa- 

tion; for the interviewing of witnesses; the sanitizing procedures 

for documents, etc. The rule should be that operational materials ~ 

involving sources and methods are not usually available, but that 

investigators might be granted access to Agency documents on a case~ 

by-case basis. - 

, 

- c

' 

' 
‘ John H. Waller 

Attachments: 2
' 

l. SSC-CIA Procedures 
' 2; Procedures for Dealing 

' with Pike Conmittee
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Points I had jotted down for the.alleged meeting bith Cummings 3 

and Garbler: 

1. All Agency contacts by HSCA ere to be through Review Stiff; 

A log should be kept on all such contacts, ’ 

.' “Q 
2. All requirements should be submitted in uniting. As e practical 

‘ consideration, telephonic requirements can be accepted, reduced tn 

writing by Review Staff, but are to be confirmed by riting. V-rd I-44 u} 
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3» Review ' ranged processing of responses, assigning action to U.) ¢’* it ""1 P5 
- \ 

the directorate ' ctorites according to substantive responsi~O '1 Q4 .1 Ls (0 

bility» There should be e a tickle: system.to maintain control. 

4° Control all Qaterials taken from building (review the sanitization 

and approval by those subbhntively responeible)@ 

5» Monitor review of documents by HSCA personnel. 

6, Record what goes out (copies)° 

7» Establidl and maintain a current index system for reference and 

reyrieval. 

8. At all times, as important working interface with HSCA, keep in 

mind Agency equities in both substance and form of relationships= 

(+ ,CJ 

.1 Q (U Never hesitate to "ufisteirs" any issue that cannot be resolved 

readily at Review Staff levels I89Qé 
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Z7.‘ (Unclassified -JLLM) LIAISON Jackie Hess, House Select _ 

l Cornmittee on Assassinations staff, called concerning access by the '

. \\ ' P: '> . 1-» 
'

- 

, s 0 unclassified material in the -Agency's possession. We also discussed- 
‘ security clearances and the necessity for a Memorandum ofllnderstanding "

‘ 

governing access to classified 'material. As of the present, the Coznrnittee 
has not signed the security clearance standards proposed by the Departm.ent 
of Justice and according to Ms. Hess, no security processing has begun. ‘ 

In response to her inquiry as to whether we would be representing the 
Intelligence Community during the investigation, I said I_ would __thin1{ 
that a separate but equal doctrine would govern an agency dealing directly 
with-the iCommittee, but would follow the same standards regarding *

' 

clas sified materials, etc. 
" 

' FMS. Hess alsoinquired whether we wouldprovide the Committee u I 

with unclassified material to read during the negotiations with the Attorney 
General. I told her that we had quite a bit of Freedom of Information -

l 

information and would check into whether it could be provided to the A 

‘ Committee, although I saw no problernl She indicated that she would _ 

Zprefer having the staff members come to the Agency to r ead the material. 

GE RGE L. CAR¥' 
Legislative Counsel
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