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| Nev Lawyer,
T rial Deiayed
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MEMPHIS, - Tenn., Nov. 12
(UPI) — James Earl Ray for-
tmally hired Percy Faoreman
itoday to defend him against
icharges of murdeting the Rev.
iDr. Martin Luther King Jr.
.and a judge, calling the last-
!minute delay. “an awful
ithing,” postponed hls tnal
iuntil March 3. i
i Art Hanes, sacked by Ray in
favor of Foreman, told report-
ers the switch “was 8 delaying
tactic pure and simple. 1 was
prepared to go to trial but my
client wanted a delay.”

Ray’s trial for the April 4
slaying of the civil rights
leader was to. have begun
today, but Criminal Court

he had no chowe but to delay
it.

“It’s an awful thmg to have
to continue a -case ‘at -this
time.” said the judge, “but the
defendant’s Tight to counsel of
his own choice is guaranteed
by the Consntutlon of the
iState of Tennessee.”

Battle set thg March 3 da;
—apparently a tentalive one
—whenForeman and  prose-
cuting attorneys failed ‘to
4dgree among themselves on a
new starting time. It gives
Foreman 111 days to prepare
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Judge W. Preston Battle said

hls case, ‘and the Texas trial
_J.awyer ‘indicated he -didn't
think it would be enough.
i “Let the court know on or
.about Dec. 12 if you can get
ready March 3" Battle ‘told
him. !

“I'1l let. you know . Foreman
agreed .

What was .to have been
Rays ‘trial began about .15
minutes late. The defendant,
looking “sick and scared” ac-
cording to a British attorney
who represented him when he
was arrested in London, was
led in by deputies.

Neatly Dressed

: He was neatly dressed in a
dark suit ‘with famt pin
stnpes accentuating ' his,

. Hanes whom “he hifed “from

pnson pallor Battle ordered

T, L et

jail Sunday, announdng “he ;
lawyer smtch.‘ ; s

4the gray-haired judge asfed.
Ray, on his - feet, .replied,,
“Uh, yes, sir.” :
Batﬂe asked him. Af it WaE
correct that he wanted 16, fire

London, and take on another
attorney. - :
- “Uh, yes sxr answeredRay
He siid no more, and after;the
hearing ‘was - ended-<it ~Wwas
punctuated by -a recess ‘of
more than an hour—-he was
led back to the jail.’ =
Memphis Assistant Atturney
General Robert K.. Dwyer -ob<
jected vigorously to any delay
at all. He said the 40-year-old
escaped convict -was “4rifling
with the court.” - R
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Foreman leaves Cnmmal Coug-t in Memphis after gain-
ing a trial continuance until March 3. Ray’s cell is on
the top .ﬂoor of the buildmg behmd the attorney.

E,vyer, Get‘“ szOST .

ay in
fute r1ght to hu-e hxs lawye

¥ -ace—S,_S}seats—m the court-’
,El‘hxs is an 11th-hour motich, Ypom for'the general public.
50 to speak—the 59th min

u%ef ‘A.%Washingcon Po:t reporter
'pnd 59th second. As far agg)

ted to be seated yester-
knew, is late as noon Sunday

“generil public” spec-
tnr but was turned away

eeverythmg was green hgh

thls gase.”

'*\ftexf entering the court
_Nevertheless, Battle.

’?buxldmg, he, along with other ;
cated he could no nothmg%ut qu}r_ed to fillout a form giving

ndi- prospectne spectators, was re-
_.,,.,*

grant the delay. == _ r .-
“I think the case here is’

unigue in' many ways—unique ;

in the number of witnesses—

360 potential for the state and
the defense with more, and
these witnesses to come from
the United States, Mexico,
Canada, England, Portugal,
France—a good - portion of
North America and Europe.”
" Dwyer, in his protest;
against the delay, sald he had !
Y0 witnesses “alerted” to tes-'
ify. |
Battle kept Hanes, a former |
3irmingham mayor and FBI|
xgent and his son, also an at-i
.orney associated with Ray inj
:ourt records so they would be'
tept under his anti-publicity;

RO S,

Original Ray attorney Hanes and son talk
with newsmen after leaviny Shelby Coun-
+ 'ty courthouse in Memphis. Hanes has been

»
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hxs name,\ address, busmess
firm, telephone -numl%er -and
reason for attending the hear-
ing.

He was then searched by an

officer, but after another offi-
icer ncticed the ‘“Washington
Post” reference on the form,
was ordered to leave.

4

ordered by Judge Bat!
on contempt of court
his case files to new
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cated he could no nothing but
grant the delay.

“I think the case here is

unique in many ways—unique
in the number of witnesses—
360 potential for the state and’
the defense with more, and’
these. witnesses to come from
the United States, Mexico,!
Canada, England, Portugal,}
France—a. good portion of:
North America and Europe.”
" Dwyer,. in his protest
against the ‘delay, sald he had
)0 witnesses “alerted” to tes-
ify.

Battle kept Hanes, a former
3irmingham mayor and FBI
igent, and his son, also an at-|
-orney, associated with Ray in
-ourt records so they would be
cept under his anti-publicity;
rders.

Hanes had refused to turn’
sver, his ‘records to Foreman,
:laiming Ray still owed him
$12,000, but Battle ordered
him to-hand all his files on the
ase to Foreman, .

‘A Delaymg Tactic "

T

A.fter the hearlng was over,
Hanes- said, “In my judgment
it was all‘a, delaying tactic.

4T advised the prosecutors
and the judge as much as af
month ago that this was in the
works,” said Hanes.

“The - disagreements boiled
down. to the fact that I was
prepared to go te trial but my
client:. wanted a delay. I wass
thé lawyer in the case, not;
James: Earl Ray.” (Hanes,
added 'that Ray.was hopeful of
doin&: better when: the Repub-
licanr:Administration takes over,
Associdted: Press reported.)

Eoreman- argued that “the
onIy way: Yo-prepare a case is
to: tdlk. to- the- witnesses. I in
tend do-my best. to-talk ta

A f: the 360 th>at wxh

.He;sald,.two hours aplece for
360 witnesses worked out to 90

ones: fhey are not going to cau
ares thevery ones the defense
should; interview.” - * -
Washmgton East Staff
Writer Paul.. W. Valentine -'
reported the following on
xeatmgand secunty arrange-

k i1 effect in the cowrt-

k tnctxons on rpress oover-
‘agei-of - ‘the- Ray case have cre-
ated’ unusual difficulties for
‘newsmen.” Judge Battle allo-
jcated 42 of the 77 seats in the
.courtroom to. specific news
'media, but excluded several
!dozen additional papers and.
| television outlets, among them -
‘The Washington Post.

Battle said the exclusions.
had to be made to assure.
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