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Dismissal @%EE of Possibie Plot|

eemimm——- . (C) New York Yimes News Service e e

e

BIRMINGHAM — _Arthur J'lier just a great defense for Ray, . . . s e : :
o cluding . few bombshells,» i &7 HCS : |
. Hanes, the dismissed attomeyill 1 8 4 » . Laenes said that:the attitude,
-for James Earl Ray, contended| anes sal tof Ray’s brothers, John Ray!

i tand Jerry Ray, had helped him|

.today that it was “entirely pos-/ The suggestion that Hanes, : i
:sible" that he had been pickediwas retained with an intentlonif;g/r:,'1 rﬂzz C;: c:::xo:eft::;eheat\;a:‘. .
'as Ray's attorney only toj0f underscoring theracialy o " Ray’s trial. I
underscore the racial aspect ofs@2Spects of King's murder, y
the assassination of the Rev.;Hanes contended, arose from a
i Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and’combination of circumstances.
.that he had never been expected! Hanes was elected mayor of} iter help and advice,” Hanes
“to be the actual trial lawyer. ' Birmingham six years 8go o0 &,...4 «pgyt | couldn’t even get
Hanes las received wide pub-' racist platform after joining ., .o ¢4 them, I offered to meet
licity for defending three Ku: forces with Alabama’'s arch‘:Wllh them in St. Louls, Mem-.

. e i
Klux Klansmen in a civil rights|segegationist, Euguene (Bull) irmin '
case. B échnnu’or, then the Birmingham' 'ges’ II:ut 1 ni:?d?; ::ey el;:::'i
Hanes said it,was also possi-} police commissioner. - one of them.” L

“You would expect the family’
{to flock around the attorney to

‘ble that Ray had been tolg," : '.
jgé'n befire King was mur- ‘- Three years Aggo:‘_}_{apg_y_gs_l_- Manes_said that he had_noti
“dered, that “he should contact|-}. . P
jme"" ifhe was arrested. hired to defend three Ku KluXjy .04 ynil affer he hiad been

: . Kiansmen who .were accused of . : :
' The lawyer offered his obser-l{murdering Mrs. Viola Gregg dismissed by Ray that the o

‘vations in an interview in Bir-/|Liuzza, a civil® rights worker prothers had on.iered n f‘op;{:, ‘
mingham. i slain during the. Selma-to-Mont- the British hearings on tae X2y

: case.

He said he still could hardly!}gomery march. ’. .. e indicated
credit the brusque manner in|. Hanes is a former agent of}: That Fen amly' aneie ther
which he and his son, Arthur J." pe Federal Bureau of Iavesti-|:t€y had tried to find anotns

1Hanes Jr., were dismissed from-. . . . attorney,’ he said. ;
the Ray case last Sunday night: '8ation arﬂrw_ﬁ_@mwmml ey =
when they arrived at the Shelby) employe of the Cen ! Percy Foreman, the H°“5‘°g -
Jjail in Memphis to give Ray ar 56— e~ criminal lawyer who agreed -

v gray st to wear dufing  willm Bradford Hule, the||SUndaY DB io reRreet, Reves |
“his trial. Upon his arrival the _author who bought the rights to said that John and Jerry k?g) -
lawyer was handed a note from ;Ray’s life story, says in an arti-: had asked him -last hwe:aluc- B
‘Ray stating that he had been icle in the current Look maga- take the case end that he after -
relieved. . ... |zine that from infoftiafion fur- tantly had agreed to do s_oalk 07
Hanes said that for monthsi|jished to him by Ray, he con- |88 to Memphis ‘to -talk I 2
ibe nad been aware of many} = " Ray, he o0 | Ray himsetl. T 7
‘indications that Ray might belicluded that -the Negro civil, e T
‘preparing to switch attorneys; Irights leader’s murder had,
and that about a month ago e} {been ordered by.men who want-.
‘became virtually certain thatied his death to provoke out-'
-this was Ray's plan. The z}ttor-gibreaks of violence between!
‘ney said that he had mentioned’ iwhites and Negroes. They werc’
_ this possibility to the scheduled'isaid, for this reason, to prefe:
‘trial judge, W. Preston Battle.'_ithat the murder occur in Bir-,
‘and to the prosecutor, P. M..imingham,. Montgomery or Sel
‘Canale, the Shelby County ma. ’ .

attorney general.

! Hanes decided that he and his’
‘son should undertake Ray'3’

2 «But Ray didn’t say anything. id u : -
e and Artie and I had to pmeed’defense. notwithstanding thei|

. conclusion, and that they
on the assumption that we Werefshoyld proceed on the assum‘;\-\

li plotted and financed by what he
i called “black militants .wix

i going to trial. So we put togeth-,]tion that the murder had beti ‘ L






