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Klng Slayer s
Escape FOlled

Earl Ray, convxcted killer of -. intefsive care unit.
Dr. Martin Luther King ,Ir.. Sha

- broke out of his cell Monday
after months of preparation -
but found his escape tunnel
full of 400-degree steam. -

Guards caught the 43-year-

" old convict cowering in the
shadow of a building in the
yard of. Brushy ; Mountain

i State Prison at 3:15 am. .-
EDT. " He*had with him a
crowbar and two chisels,

Warden Robert Moore said -
Ray was apparently dut of -
his cell fdr 15 or 20 minutes.
He surrendered meekly and
was taken to what officials
called a more secure cell to
resume serving his 99-year
sentence for the 1968 mur-
der.

Ray pleaded. guilty to the
killing but has been fighting
for a new ftrial, claiming he

. was duped into a false con-

fessmn.
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“erawled into an air-cham-

- Ber leading to the prison -

yard. . : _

He ripped bars from a ven- .

tilation fan in the air cham-

¢ ber and stepped into the

prison yard. He then re-

moved a manhole cover from

a steam tunnel that went un-

deér the wall of the prison to

an unguarded steam plant on

the outside. . 7 i
Ray ‘crawled mto the tun- = .
nel, but the warden said he .

“apparently found it too hot

- in there for comfort. He .;
- then crawled out of the tun-
nel into the prison yard, LI q }/
which is surrounded by wire- -

topped concrete walls, = il
Guards, meanwhile, no- -

-ticed the broken bars on e, e

the fan and the open man- p— ¥

‘hole and started a prisoner
count. They found a dummy
in Ray’s bunk.

“He used hair apparently
from clippings from the bar-
ber shop and stuffed clothes
under the blankets.” the






