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March 21 Ba Zw« u.
; the LA FREE PRESS?
PeterCO@wnay published reports
which supported speculatiop that;
. two entirely different men were?
identified as George Ramon;Sndyd’
- (J.E, Ray) in London apd that the -
possibility of a conspiracy in So
- death of Dr, M,L, King was very
real indeed,

surrounding the James Ear] Ray’

m:m:. and the following is &
8232. .report by Mr, Dawnay-

which should possibly shed some -
light on that mystery, Although’
the FREE PRESS does not »:=<.h

subscribe to Mr, Dawnay’s thes

orles, we feel that his investiga.
tion ooiﬂ:m enough information.
of substance to merit close at-
tention, — Ed.) . 1

s

There is still an *
sura of suspicion and mystery

“ed that in prison, Ray wgiild e:s

why', did. he Eﬁ?n::
own free 'will?.Angd: z
Eo oo:mﬂnpﬁog ‘have
Spn he coul ra:o. _
or ' have felt’ -gecure §
“posure? They must hay)

1

probably be willing to S:n par-
ticularly if he were oae.aa the
opportunity to. turn mSSu. evi-
dence, ’

It one is to accept Ray as p

fall-guy, then one has to accept -

that both the judge and his own
_defense counsel were dolng the
bidding of the copspirators, Al-
though that may not seem too far
fetched, .the fact is that Ray
fired ‘an attorney who was pre-
pared to defend him, on the eve

ﬂcamm maq_ _Na< yajts in prison s}__m :a nation ¢

o=§. ncomaoau :E:o&wSE Qe -
' vise, If Ray did nof 25.2 xsn..

_vwvm..u. G =§ name not famil-
jar to you?” enquired theofficer,
“Indeed, eyery paper that morning
had. S» gtory 0f how & man call-
"ed Sneyd arrlving from Emeoz
had been arrested,

On the day that this m:mvd left
".the New Earls Court, another'man
- had checked in at’ a.m Pax Hotel,
Although he was also called Ra-
-mon Geqrge Sneyd, he was not
only quite differentinappearance
-to the first man, but also dif-

- -fered in manner and behavior, He

was between'5' 11” and 6’ 17,
and was very lightly bullt Ea
slender, He had a sort of crew-
cut and there were very tight
curls in his dark brown hair, He
was sun-tanped and wore horn-
rimmed spectacles, was aged
somewhere between 30- and 40,

.- the E.Eo:ou.
- purlypolice i
impogsible 1o} %nogonm in 9?

gallery to gakia good look - ‘aty

2

.

PETER DAWNAY.

James Earl Ray was born in
Alton, Illinois, a steel mill- town
about 30 B:mm northeast of St,
Louis, He was a drop-out from
school and he joined the army
when he ‘'was 18, In 1949, he was,
convicted of burglary in Log An-
geles and was arrested.in 1950
for vagrancy, In 1951 he was
charged with driving an automo-
bile Without a license’, and in
1952 he collected a Eo\wmﬁ.
sentence for robbing a Chicago
cab driver of $11, Later he col-
vected another twowear sentence
in Kansas for forglng postal mon-
@y orders, Finally, In 1859, he
received a twenty year sentence
4ot robbing a grocery store in
St, rosm. It is the typical rec-

LA} creimatl Hlemss nineAfAnOC

of his trial, and then hirgd an-
other one iso pow claims thathe
did not pressure.Ray into plead-
ing guilty, The defense which the
tirst attorney had prepared was
based precisely on the premise
that Ray was a dupe and a fall-
guy, If this nomE were the case,’

-

what did Ray have to complain.
about? And why did he wait until -

thirty-six hours before the .:.Ev
began to fire this attorney? - -
In order to find ‘a possible

solution to this problem, we must -

go back to the first ioox of June, -

1968, in fact the last week which
_Ray mvmi at liberty, Duripg that

" week there were in London two
men using the samealias, Ramon

- George Sneyd. One stayed at the

New Earls Court Hotel from the
28th Mav until the Sth of June. He

« and was deeply suntanned, He had
a_clett in his chin, he looked {11
and drawn and his cheeks were
sunken, His wonm.: was’ Cana-
dian, .

The wmu is a small hotel, run
by Mrs, .Qoawm who owns : It
was she who opened the door to
him, and she felt from the first
that there was g mystery about
" him, Her first impression was
- that he was drunk but as there
was no smell on his breath spe
came to the conclusion that he
"~ was under the influence of drugs,
‘She made sure that he vwE in
. advance, |

During "the next three days,

Mrs, Thomas became oosﬁsoma
that Sneyd was severely mentally
ill, He spent all day in his room
onlv going out to buy food which

mapczosm were Sros 8 see that

‘no’iphotographs of the prisoner

were published, The newspapers

only; Bioa Eanﬁom of the crowd .
-l ocwmma

e’the noE..Eocmo and of the
. WARY uwox to E.T
aring, In court,
mE.n.o—ana g
{cers, making ‘i

him, ésou th¢extradition pro-
oaoasnm were gver, he was flown
oyt "of. - ms«_ga in the utmost
secrecy, in thg:dead of night, in
an AmericinAlf Force plane,
Was there only ohe prisoner on
that plane, or were there two?

When Ray B.q?.oq In Memphis,
there was the usm secrecy and
stringent . security, The Press
was not allowed tophotograph the
man but a plcture taken by the
Sherriff’s office was released for
publication, It showed a man in
glasses, trussed almost like a
chicken, and with head bowed, The
facial features were thus not easy
to distinguish, but Mrs, Thomas
felt that it was not :6 man who
had stayed at the Pax, .

Arthur Hanes, Ray’s attorney.

at the time, was putting out the
suggestion that King's life had
been taken as a result of a com-
munist plot, It is possible that
Hanes really believed this, but it
is equally possible that it was
not intended as a serious defense
and that it was designed solely
for the purpose of throwing peo-
ple off the scent of the real,
right-wing plot, Whatever :swm.
there seemed little doubt that the
case would proceed to trial, when,
with thirty-six hours to'go, Ray
‘tired Hanes and immediately re-
tained the services of one of the
most highly pald lawyers in the
United States, -

The trial was then postponed
for four whole months,

Arthur Hanes was 'not un-
naturally flabbergasted by this
turn of events, It was simply a
subterfuge to procure a delay,
he announced, But a subterfuge
nn whnge nart? Whv should Rav

Los Angeles Free Press

éE:mnmm. % ro—ﬁosy. T8, Tho:

_ Sneyd was- metozon_aoq ,«@Bomv
- Earl; wpﬁtou %o ¢
this  man’;

. that. the second mso«d

“

mas saw. the film on' ﬁmﬁaoa
and 'she. swears nﬁ.ﬁ-x
man " who' unpv.%sw, hAY
Does this mean jthat%the’ge on

Eo=3 Hzn nmz:ﬁ g
AP &mupnos of z»ﬁs.on:. ro..»

wgaB.oa more &.p«S
past,? - It “will :be" uw
s, Soo was.
drawn i:oqoﬁwso nnmf Was |
not.. .
I .co=o<o. Ewn.go or_o., S.z&.
puzzle les in Hane's . comment
on Ray's brothers-quote above
“They “could "hot. runthe. case}
with me as:.the lgwyer,” w»«.m;
brothers must have, realized thas<t
Hanes was not £onw5m<§s %
best Interest of his client Thé® "4
had claimed that he ipm.soggm
but a fall-guy from the Boaonm
of his indictment, It must :EE
been clear to 905 that. Hane’'s
supposed 83555 plot:was a
fake designed in part at any rate
to take the wind out of their own
salls, But obviously they:would
only have been prepared-to ex
o_;Swo Hanes'{o moEo&Sn co?
ter, B
1t so sw%mam that it was’ aE.
ing the month- of.-Qctober that I
made the discovery that:two
Sneyds had been arrested, I have
every reason tobeligve that moo?.
land ' Yard was ‘aware of what I.:
knew, During October Mrs, Tho
mas was visited by officers from
Scotland .Yard together- with. a- |
man from the. FBI whq. told :2._
that she would:berequired togive
evidence at the trial and that she
was not to discuss the case with
anybody, ' The FBI man {nsisted
that.she was not tq .say that he.
had. been in 'this .country ahd
practically called her aliarwhen
‘she mentioned the needle and
syringe found in Sneyd's room,
A sergeant from the Yard said




whose standingevenamongcrims«
als must have been oxomma.
_Ingly low,
And yet this petty thlef, who
wvvmm:.m to have been lackingboth ,

eading political figure in broad.
daylight at a time when a large
“number of policemen had been
especially alerted to prevent Just
that from happening, to have gotz_
ten clean. away from So,momam
~of the crime -and to hay e .
mained at large for two o: uu

+intelligence and resource, is - Sunken cheeks;
§lipposed  to have murdered ‘g« a- southery¥, m

erage bulla ana wore giasses wit
thick plastic rims, He seemed to
be tn good health, to be aged be-
tween 30 and 3§ wsu his hair was
not "crew-cut, wc did not sp<o

€U UUUL, ALLIIUdL BYTL)Y WS duc
passed his door she noticed that it
was open a crack and that he
was furtively crouching behind it
_watching her as she went by, He
' complained to her constantly of

' herdor!
E.omm%c ‘that he did not seem to
§oi where he was, as if he
ere completely dazed,

hen:he departed suddenly on
So aonstﬁ of gaturday, June' ]
"Mrs, Thomas oosn not help say~
ing' to herself: ¥Good riddance,”

Ea not have a’glet Fi0Y Eu chin, ™
- He.did not spend miich time in
his room during the day and &.
ways hdnded in his key,when he
-went out, He =m5=< in-for
/the night soon w:mn
.about 9:30 p.m, .." "

-He was exceptigpal

"One of the two m:ov&m n_....omqmn_ in. ro:no:

is
_om

was Ray. The questio

n
neither of them resemb

published in the v_.mmm..

After he had" gone, she. found a-
plastic: gyringe ar&on ‘down the
- waste ;plpeof th¢* washbasin in
"his roam...In-the waste paper

..Eéoas.apo needle

cwnwon twmw
. ‘which :zoa it,

.z:.ocna ‘the s:aoi. she apa
mmmszagzwﬁisEmm:.am:

Which?:In
:..a vrw*om_‘ovr

while half the police forces of

the world were hunting him, And -

he did this, despite the fact that

he had ‘left the murder weapon.
behind covered with his finger !
.~ age to ask her out, She felt -
. sorry for him in a way, and once .

prints amongst numerous other
clues pointing to hls identity,

What possible motive can one
attribute to such a man for such
a crime? Did he believe that this
would make him aheroamongthe
segregationists of the South? Did
he not comprehend that he would
be a hunted man for the rest of
his life? Did he not know that
Ray, the assassin, wouldbe sear-
ched for with far greater dill-
gence than Ray, the escaped con-
vict? One has only to ask these
questions, to realize that Ray's
level of intelligence must haye
been remarkably low,

But is there not some other
solution to this problem? Is it

not .possible that Ray was, in.

fact,
in the killing of King,that he was
merely a dupe who was made
into an unwitting decoy or fall..
guy? Was there not perhaps a
large scale conspiracy into which
Ray was drawn with the intention
of using him in order to conceal
the very existence of the con-
spiracy from the public?
® Although one is tempted to
say, “Yes, obviously, that must be
the case,” such an answer does
npt dispose of every problem, For

- oply marginally Involved -

- the police in the early part of the,

Jssued by the Royal ogw&wz

" Lisbon and flew back agaln three

. seen about the B.qmmo in 8&5:

officers that he had gone in this
cab to London, Alrport where he
had been arvested,

One of these fwoSneyds was uns
aocus&« James Ear] Ray,- The
question’ §s, Which? In fact neith-
er of them resembled the photo-
.graphs of Ray which had pre-
" viously been published in the

. Press, but -the first WAS the
- .man {n the photo i{ssued by the
RCMP soon after the arrest, It
“ was ‘the photo supposedly used
~ by Ray in his passport appli-
cation, Add to this the fact that
- this was the first man to be
‘arrested, and there is a strong
.m:uvom:_oa -that he Is {n fact
- James Earl Ray, But for this,
we must of course assume that
the first arrest was not made
" by chance but had been care-

nervous, and conversation with
him was almost painful, The re-
ceptionist, who was quite a pret-
ty young Ssm. feltquite sure :S.
he zocE not have had the cour-".

spent an hour going ::.oswz.p
leaflet on English currency with -
him, But he seemed tq her to uo
unusually unintelligent and Es.v-
le to take it in, The ..oomv:oan.
i{st identifies him positively as
the man whose photograph was

Mounted Police soon after the
arrest, i Vo
When he left, he took a. cab to .
the alr 82:52 to leave his bag -
and announced his intention of
catching a plane that night, It is
almost certain that he flew to

days later to find two senior po- - must also-

lice- officers waiting for him oa
arrival, : .

The day after the arrest, :5
receptionist received a on=a.o5

not planned,

As to the identity of the se-
cond man, and the question of
what became of him after hisar-
“rest, it was only possible to
guess, All that was known was
that both Scotland Yard and the
" FBI were st very great pains to
conceal his arrest, This in it-
self provides fairly clear cut evi-
dence of a conspiracy which the

morning, - The officer £§8g to:
know if the New Earls Court
Hotel had issued a deposit re-
ceipt with a certain pumber, She
verified that it had and said that
it was in the name of Sneyd, Had
the man stayed at the haotel, Eo
officer asked, Yes, said :5 re- .- ( ]
ceptionist, *You have probably lic to know. about, .
After the. sarrest, enormous

nﬂ

and latey: she. wag told by police-

fully planned in advance, And we
assume that the se-
A\ cosa arrest was nocsoip_ and’

authorities did not wish the pub- -

SOMO SChullg LY LIS UiuLes S,
Hanes sidid, *What for, I don’t
know. They could not runthe oPmQ
with me as the lawyer,
have been working agalps
And he added, “When

something was up, He was sore-
laged, not even interested in talk-
:ﬁ gbout the trial,” The scheme
had evidently been swnnsoa 3. the

6th n Zo<oaumn. : : .
Sq' we are’ -asked” to belleve
E»n wwﬁu

vﬁ
dkeptesking -1 Ray~ 1ast WednesdaysLeknew '
spirins, She had the{m- - ay 188 ednesdaywsle

M g Wy

s warw tierw

good for her,”

On November 6, 1 m.wi nou. the

first time the nonouzoim* ‘at the

New Earls Court hatel, -She had -
. moved some way. out. of London
:shartly afteg the gpest and Thad

spoken to her E.oﬁﬂ_u:. by 35.

phone, On

vember{l0, shegave

¢

in a weeks hotice at soq new ho-

tel and left geven aw«u lgter, E—o
is now E,:.wnopgo.

‘was - SnBBS.
.2583. The ~o

On 293:&2.

: the __.:m_‘o.i o*. r.m o__o::
A They had claimed that- :o
a F__ guy from :6 moment of: r.m ?&2302..

<<nu :oz:sm v;q

L

nqooxu. ‘as himself were respon-
sible for hiring a lawyer who
charges a quarter of a million
dollars for a murder case, More-
over, it now appears that this
lawyer showed i :;mnomn in
proving Ray’s innocence,
-According to "an AP dispatch
published on the 15th of March,
the deal involving Ray’'s plea 2
gullty in- exchange for his life
was set on foot about five weeks
after Foreman took on the case,
Hugh, Stanton, the public defen-
der, says that he talked with Ca-
=Eo. the District Attorney, a-
" bout a possible guilty plea about
a week before Christmas, and
Canale says that he talked wco:"
it to the Department of Justice
on December 19, On December
31 Canale spoke to Mrs, King’s
lawyer in New York to see what
- her reaction woiild be, The law-
“yer rang back to say that she
was, *opposed in fact and prin-
ciple to capital punishment and
would not wish to see Ray ex-

" ecuted in the electric chair,”

Both Ramsey Clark and Gover-
nor Buford Ellington of Tennes-
see concurred in the deal, Af-
ter the trial, Foreman wrote:
«1 .saved his life in the only way
it could be saved, I consider this
no mean achievement,”

When Ray was led from the
courthouse after being senten-
.ced, .he was filmed by news

~

panied : m::on. *This will in-
form you 8 disregard the dateof ;.
November 12, 1868 as your mu..
pearance- %8 in court, You will"
be notified at a later date as to.
your personal Gvowngoo in Em
ooE.:.ooB. :

the trial would not’‘commence on

.“

At that time there was na ou...u

«

X

tensible reason'to'suppose that'g m

November -12, although we have.’
seen that 50 scheme. H& oh
viously been :&osoa the ¢ .
fore,

Since that sz qu. adoamu_

has been persistently :B.wmmoa,u

by Scotland Yard, Ap  officer

.has been round tq see her and ;
has cursed and sworn at her 8..:

..,.

talking, She has beenrepeatedly’

rung up by the. Yard to 3:;3“

her not to 'talk; " mmn 35308.
has rung 5838&5 but when,’
she answers it,.there is.-only..

heavy breathing o: the other end, ..
It seems clear to-me that once..
Scotland Yard and the FBI knew -

that the double arrest had been
discovered and that the beans :
might be spilled, they reallzed
that it might not be possible to
get away with a fake trial and a
fake defense as they have done
in the Sirhan case, Samehow a
trial had to be gvoided and the
only solution they could see was
to persuade Ray to plead guilty,
But how was this 8 co.. done?

(Please En: 8 m»mm nS






