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Criminal- Court Judge Arthur 8
__|C. Faquin Jr. ruled today that =S
James "Earl Ray gave up his 5 &)
right' of appeal on March 10 = =
——when he pleaded guilty to the :3;5
imurder of the Rev. Dr. Martin E‘ 1=t-
|__Luther King Jr. g <
ol

The judge threw -out Ray’s’
|___Tequest for a new trial and:
ordered the pudgey, 4l-year-
old convict returned to the Ten-
[~ nessee State Penitentiary at|
Nashville to continue serving
|__his 99-year sentence.

During the session Ray,
whose weight has risen from
170 to almost 190 pounds in
two months of solitary con-
—finement at the penitentiary,
sat quietly behind his lawyers.
| State prosecutors introduced

:into evidencé a signed state-
' Iment by Ray requesting that he
—jbe allowed to plead guilty in:
return for the 99-year sentence
and agreeing - that he would|
neither appeal the sentence nor
ask for a new trial i
] Legal Technicalities

Judge Faquin said that such
agreements were legal and
blinding in Tennessee. He cited
—|numerous Tennessee court deci-
1sions in -behalf of this position.

Today's hearing, which had
held the promise of being a
forum for Ray’s story that he
I~ {was nothing more than a dupe
who pleaded guilty because of
|__{pressure, never got beyond
legal technicalities.

At the start of the hearing,
| Ray's three attorneys withdrew
allegations that Ray’s former
[—lawyer, Percy Foreman of—
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