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8>tdlHp'11aeNeI!o_rtTlmes 
MEMPHIS, May 23 — A 

test of the extent of a judge's 
right to prohibit pretrial pub— 
hcity was avoided today when 
Judge Arthur'C. Faquin Jr, of 
the Criminal Court dismissed 
eight contempt "citations aris- 
ing from the murder trial of 
James Earl Ray. 

~ The late. Judge W. "Preston 
Battle, who accepted Ray’s 
plea of guilty -to the murder 
of the ~Rev.'Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., had held seven per-. 
sons in contemptpone of -them 
twice, for-» discussing or for 
publicizing -details of the 
state’-s -case against Ray. Judge 
Battle-~died" inn. March shortly 
after‘-sentencing_,=RaY,.¢to. 99. 

civil '1-ights.-leader.» - s 

ger- to a fair trial, wvhich made 
iiecessarythe promulgation of 
orders regarding pretrial pub- 
licity, now no longer exists}! 
"said Judge Faquin, who took 
over Judge Battle's docket. “It 
would be unfair and‘ unwise 
to test the validity of an order 
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_°1' $11 0!" ord .c1ean- today.--He granted, ders has been eliminated." on his own inmafiv - ‘ 

. ~ e, motions‘ . mo of th°se “ted by Judge for new trials for the seveni.ii_i Battle were Memphis new a- t 

. . _ 

paper reporters who had v;’¥it_ men and then dismissed the 1, 

ten articles'aboirt interviews enhre pr<><=eedmss- ~ 

__ 

with'Ray's-former-attomey,'_Ar- -This left .no record that 
thur -I. Haves." and H private could be appealed.‘ - 
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- been foimd' . J detective. _ 

1 
Those who had 45%< 

Scripps-Howard Newspapers, in = 
_j>_‘___=_ _\ 

Inc., which owns both Memphis were Mr. ii-I -- 

daily newspapers; had said it Hays,.'a" private detectivc:.the 
would appeal the contempt ci- two - reporters, ~:Charl1s.-"Ed¢ 
tations to the-Supreme Court mimdson.dfThe -1- Com- 
if possible -to try todeteimine .. Appeal = 

the extent of a judge's power‘-il n of -- 
to regulate what newspapers --- ei-—-——-~ 
may prirlt._ 1 Iiflfih eau or,w -~=l ci =- 

‘ In citing the seven for con- twice or.- CIBSTD6 -~ ote-"for; . 

tempt, Judge. Battle had. said - - -~ -,: ~ '6; 111 1' V- 7181116 s 

. 
that.;he was following a ma1.1'-- '- -- ih'5I -.- - 
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year-sin :prison for slaying-the date "f1'Oni'{.th8 Supreme Gourt an "ml: 
lmthe 1966 tease of Dr. Samuel agent= _r e- -= 

"The clear and present dan-T Sheppard of. Cleveland. whowof Inv gation; J-# -‘. .s=;_.=t 

"=2; g*;%"*:%ia;e:i:;:%iz°~ t;’%ii"*a*i‘ii.§§§‘£*°¢:i‘§;~—-——— ca e - -;- .».~ 

his first tlizial. " " 
. awaiting a hearing-‘Monday on 

’l‘he"Court saidin that case his request 'f0r a ‘flew 
that judges f‘mii'st_ take 'such He has contended that lie was 
steps by rule and ‘regulation coerced into pleading guilty at 
that will protecttheir process- the Judge fa;-‘ 
es from _prqudicial nutsid§,m-i~?mn,swrtl-.; _‘ V“ _ ,-_i_n_€Tl0n;, 
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