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MEMPHIS, March 17 (AP ir pri . . .
Within minutes after thg RL-V-. :}c;eetbcgclt(hec:; E:ogars’:m v?ftxl;s:g ;?j“g“e‘i e Slaying ff DrMr. Thompson sald thg- Ak at i
— Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was|electric stylus to prevent theft & !on erreq yesyer Withiwould resume this morqxng.ff" n'His own
killed last April 4, the authori-jor arguments over ownership. 24080 Mr. Thompson  was arred s
ties had in their hands a clue Ray’s prison number, 00416,% icationalftvith two private inves 04§08V Evi
— to the identity of James Earliwas etched into the back of hiS} Mem-|by Ray and Ray's first-ath l
- Ray, but they failed to decipher|radio. He paid $9.75 for it. W.in-{ney, Arthur J. Hanes SEi%% HIN
- it until R § i T i R ' .
ay was caught in| There was speculation that X . . Hanes ‘was later dismi Com
— London last June 8. he -bought the radio to carry _The Ilawyer. Russell X.  jater dismi sinati
The clue was on a transistor|with him on.his escape, so that Th wyer, o Ray, who l,m_'ed'another the .
pocket radio that was hand-|he could listen to news broad-| -10mPson, said the day-long Percy.E¢ : gnore
[~ etched with the half-inch-high|casts and find out if they were|discussion had been 'held to| “Mr.*THmpsolt>v2 rious :
- numerals 00416. Arid 00416 was|looking fgr him. evalute his findings and see if|Panied to:the fund’s o have
: the -identification number of) B effezson CityNdflen)they “can be raised to the dig-|2 te- detective, Dr. ¥
"; James Earl Ray in the Missourf] aid he eht | nity of evidence” - . - L Jrhose businefsFl a ngy
" State Penitentiary at Jefferson 0 it becausg \ie| po said: “I h s edl et S Iy
|- City, Mo. He was serving a 20- eap to leave any- . ave conveyed|F.BIl. ‘agentyand nbw thf dirh enst
year sentence when he escaped|thing behin . most if not all of this informa-|{tor of the Mem is-ba; ot The
April 23, 1967. After Ray had fled the Mem-{ioD {0 the F.B.I and other lay RS ise en
- The radio was among effects|phis rooming house and the|éRforcement agencies. Now we % te det.
~ abandoned by Ray after he shot|police found the Remington|ar€ putting our heads together|wer be e end:
' Dr. King. He dropped his rifle,|Gamemaster rifle, binoculars|to €valuate the information and he sz
—~ @ set of binoculars and a ‘caseland personal effects, the F.B.L|%ecide what, if anything, to dJames ailed
that included the radio, at a|was able ¢o trace even laundry about "it: Co 1CN A . Fens
" doorway near the rooming|marks on underwear to a West|,  Both Mr. Thompson and de-|staff 200 les in
— house from which he had fired|Coast laundry. A pair of pliers{fense fund attorneys refused to| “Mr. Grdbubergh. . am Br.
the shot. -« = .|was also traced to its source.|8ive details about their talks.iThompson had com ing a
James Beasley of the ShelbyiBut the transistor radio at first T =
[~ County Attorney General's staff{remained a mystery so far as
said the radio had been turnedjthe meaning of the numbers
- over to the Fedfhnal ﬂ?urealt‘x,'of was concerned.
|~ Investigation with other physi-| Since secrecy surrounded the \
. cal evidence. that same night.|search for evidence that was| - /i :4\
| - The numerals, he said, were|being gathered, there was no
discovered through tests at the|way for anyone at the Peniten- \d “,}
F.B.L crime laboratory in Wash-|tiary to know that the radio
ington. contained Ray’s inmate number. &

“You can see that someone
had tried to file or sand them
-off the case,” Mr. Beasley said.
“l couldn’t see the numerals
until they were pointed out to
- me, but the F.B.I. found them
within 24 hours by treating the
case so0 the numerals showed
- up.’!

The six-transistor radio was
in a plastic case.
- Ray bought the radio in the
penitentiary canteen on April

Warden Swenson said - the
F.BI. had not come to the

prison in regard to the radio
until about.a month after Ray’s
capture.

“They took the electric stylus
with them to determine under
laboratory analysis if it was the

exact one which was used to
etch the numbers,” he said.
Ray is serving a 99-year term
for the King murder.

21, two days before he escaped.
" Prison practice is for inmates

Discusses ‘New Information®

““A Memphis Tawyer who in-
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