ey 4

4-10129-1035

13 @33 ‘ (0 142 ND ORIECTION TO
- RIS N \oHPWUNmm—“

FELEASE OF THiS DOCUNENT

S

Aicinity- -
windy and cold tonight and tomorrow;
chance of scattered light snow flurries. High
in low 40s, low tonight in mid or upper.
20s. Today’s low, 80 at 5:15 .a.m.; high,
40 at 11:80 a.m. - :
Full Report on Page B4

-+ MONDAY, MAR

117th Year. No. 69. The Bverins oees Rewpaper Ga. 4%

CIA HISTO

ANO3OYVHD HO «SISATYNY | I9vd IN3NND0Q 3IONI¥ISTY [/ 33X *ON 314 "ON
' (eI PoI13d uayn)




L& el

i 1969-—-42 PAGES

Agree to’ Penalty;

MEMPHIS Telm (UPD—
"_Jams Earl Ray, indicated be
was pmt of an assassination
conspiracy, pleaded guilty today
_tor thé> murder of Dr. Martin
"Lather - King "Jr. and went on
~trial immediately. :
‘Ray made ‘the guilty plea in
rettm for a gum'anteed sen-
-tence - of 99 years: in- peison, .
" }ather than take the chance’ of’
being convicted and’ sentenced
ta die had he gone on with his
© scheduled April 7 trial
' ‘A jury of 12 men, two of them
‘Negroes, was selected from the
first 12 names on the jury fst
and the trial started. A jury’
must try cases involving the
gmlty plea in Tennessee, since
the jury sets the penalty. All
12 jurors agreed to the deal for:
"ON a 99-year sentence. !

Lawyers Deny Conspiracy
Ray’s attorney,
man, and. prosecutor Phil M.

JAMES EARL RAY
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= After All Jurors -
.. "Agree to Penalty ~

to the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.. and went on
tnal mmmediately.

Raymadethegmltypleam‘

retrn for a gunranteed sen-
-tence -of 99 years in- pnson,
rather than take the chance of -
being convicted and sentenced
to die had he gone on with his
- scheduled April 7 trial

- Ajm-yoflzmen,twoofthetﬁ

rNegro&s was selected from the

-'ﬁrstunam&onthejm'yhst

and the trial started. A jury
must: try cases. involving the
guilty plea in Tennessee, since
the: jury sets-the penalty. All
lzmmrsagmedboﬂxedealforl
a 99—yearsentence.,

, Lawyers Deny Conspu'acy
i Rays att.orney, P
| man, - a%li

wereeonvmcedRay
gﬁgdxing with. a- rifle shot
}astAlml4 andﬂ:evewasm

At: that pomt Ray stood up. »}
-“Your; honor, I'd like to say;

.L.‘\;u-

| something. E agreemthali

these*shpulabons but I .don’g
agreethhthsethem%onthe:

conspiracy.”

Judge W. Prwton Battle
asked Ray if he was trying to.
change his gmlty plea. Ray
said,. “No, sir,”” and spoke no
more "about the conspiracy.

" Waives’ Appeal Rights ™

BRay waived all rights for ap-

peal, for a new trial or for any
other legal mareuvers in ex-
change for the 99-year sentence
—which he said was- all that
had been promised him. s

Foreman asked Friday for a.
hearing, and rumors. that Ray
would switch his plea to guilty
had been prevalent since then.
1Ray entered the courtroom to-
day wearing the same dark
blue checked suit and light blue
shirt which he wore at earlier
hearings.
The white-haired Foreman—
'who claims to have lost only
ione client to the electric chair
—arose and announced, “Your
'houor we have a petition for a
‘waiver of trial and a change of
plea to guilty.”

Battle told Ray that ““this is a
compromise and settlement on
a plea of guilty to murder in’
the first degree and 99 years in
the penitentiary.

“Is this what you want tm
do?" Rattle acked

. ""'_'Tnal Is: Luunchedz ‘

- MEMPHIS, Ten, \(UPD—
_ tJames Earl Ray :mdic'ated be
"'was part of an assassination |
conspiracy, pleaded guilty today
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