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Aide of Dr. King Promises rive to H e1p1SaVe Ra 

By nor REED ' 
Svedal to 'nie,New ion rimq ,"_ ‘ 

PHILADELPHIA} Jan. _. 28_—A 
' follower of the'Re_v. Dr.= Martin 

l 
Luther King Jr. promised today '--" --'< ~~-; -:.-\~.~-; 1-:~g».=.»“,_-~_ 

‘xto 0rgarii;e_ nonvidlent -street‘ 
denionstrations;‘ihié'ce'ssar§, to 
"try *to~-save‘_jtliEf life of the 

hite man accused »of Dr. 

Mr. Bevel said he would try -' 

' d ould a to get a license an w p- 
peal Judge Battle's ruling to a 

h rt. F ilin there he

I

I 

David Abernathy, president of 
-the Southem Christian Leaderl“ 
ship Conference, reversed an. 

~e‘arlier statement and said he 
didi not believe Mr. Bevel had 

g 
The Rev. James L. Beve ~a' 

ng.-time assdciate_of, Dr. King 
in the Southern Christian Lead- 
ership Conference. called 4a 
news conference here" today" to‘ 
announcethe St€pS‘{h¢;_W0\fld_ 
take in defense"of'Ja'més Earl‘ 
Ray, a former convict who 
-faces trial in the assassination 
last April 4. 
Mr. Bevel visited Ray and his 

attomey last week in Memphis 
and tried unsuccessfully to en- 
ter the case as Ray's codeferid-1 
er. Judge W. Preston. Battle. 
ruled that he could not-rep5re-is 
sent Ray because. he-had'n0- 
lawyer's license. "

; 

hig er cou a g , 

said, “I will seek justice in the ‘ 

streets by organizing a move- 
ment to that end." ' ’ "*---i 

In Atlanta.*the Rev. Ralph 

’ 

, Assoclated Press v 

The Rev. James L. Bevel at his news conference yesterday 
evidence of Ray's innocence. 
He said he was embarrassed by 
his aide's statemnts. t 

V“James Bevel does_not have 
tl’i'e“power' oi‘*the*‘authorlty' 

’_ 

_speak..for ~-tlie-‘S-.CiL;('!.,' or fits 
'-boardof directors? Mr.‘ “Aber~ F 
"h'athy “told? 'rEi5orters. '“Mr. 
Bevel is__the head _'of a .de;?fi'1- "m'ent’ within the conference. .th 

'department of nonviolent direct 
"action. 
"' -In~ Philadelphia, Mr. Bevel 
told reporters, “I am calling on 
the people of America to not 
let their bitterness and hate so 
blind them that they permit the 
;State of Tennessee. or any 
zother state, to murder an inno= 
-cent man 

Asks a ‘Program of Life’ 

it $35 

eath " He said he meant b He said he had recreatedthe 
. . .“Ne- e war in Vietnam. - . . - 

Mr. Bevel continued to insist gr-oes m the nelghborhood and 
hat he had evidence of Ray's Wm? other pers°n_S‘_ _ nnocence, but he firmly re H15 °n°'h°“r “sit W"-h R33‘ 1 . - 

fused to divulge IL He said his 13575 Week "1 T-he M°1i1Ph3$ iiéili 
evidence wa§ “a combination of he said, persuaded him even 
a 5_ \-&i~.__ " '- more thoroughly that Ray was He"§'dded in a private inter physlcaliy and mentally mcap. 

iéiew later that he had no idea able of 5g_gmg'5u¢h an assass. ho the murderer was and was matmn 
t ll te td ngdmgspfilciay in rese in causnayaqauauy, g 

‘That's the state's 10b he He said he believed that Ray 
said His interest is in saving had stumbled into the _case ac- 
an innocent man he said cidentally and was beingused Mr Bevel was in Memphis at as a “fall guy” by the con- 
the time of the shooting He spirators who actually killed 

I 1 ~ 
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referr'ing__t_o_ Ray's ¢rimi,_ 

‘He. Said -hefhad foimd the 
Negmesflof Memphis eager to" 
"burn" someone-for the crime 
and the whites,~.in their col- 
lective_ guilt, willing to convict 

ems 

Rayfjiist-to get over with 
So, he, said, Ray 
one and has no 
.-i -Mr_.Beve_l se 
turning=. 
vehicle for 

tono 

how
u 

.He .-was Y-high tempered and 
sharp tongued in those days. 
striding up and down the dirt 
streets-exhorting whites to get 
right and Negroes to get strong. 
He seemed always on fire 

verge of striking back when the 
segregationist firebrands made 
their violent attacks. Reporters 
had the impression that only 
the constant restraining hand of 
Dr.“‘King.kept liim in check. 
He has changed. He no longer 

covers his baldish head vdth a 
brightly~—colored skullcap,- he 

d . . y his feeding and ¢dl1¢1"1li"8 P°°f circumstances .of the murder Negroes in America and halting from mnversafions 8' beard and he has 
edifiiiis “Alabama overalls 

for a dansiki. 
, But he has changed beyond 
that. His voice 

is softer and his eyes are gent er. He 
with more patience. Instead;Iif_ 
chasing away white 
many black militants havel _4__,_e 
in recent-years, he still 
rounds himself with white_.jj=‘as 
well as black workers. =-'

- 

Above ail, however, he ap- 
pears .to have been wounded 
deeply by the death of Dr. King 
Friendsreport that_.he was dis- 
trau_g_ht for a long period. The 
experience has“ ‘apparently 
change his »-thought and his 
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said he‘ had been standing in a D_[_._nI§_,' 
' 

pg;-so . -_.,» __,-.-_.~-__-_ -.-..;» . 

- ya as-~,,§!“*‘1**1““,,§=-~°’= .- .- I 
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