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MEMPHIS, Teon. (AP) —
James Earl Ray, accused assas-
sim of Dr. Martin Luther King

TR T

Jr., was described by hxs lawyer
yesterday' as- being “in a good

-

frame of mind and optimistic.”
Arthur Hanes, his lawyer from|;
Birmingham, Ala., spent two|.

hours and eight minutes in{
Ray’s steellined cell on thel
tlurd floor of the Shelby County
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ail discussing preliminary ar-
rangements for Rays murder
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trial.

He declined to go into what} - - _t_gp\.)
was discussed, saying only that s\ »
the private session “‘opened up a
broad " He said no ar- »e \ Sty 0 z
raignment date has been set. LS s \\.
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Discusses ‘Ground/Rules’

Before going inty’ the closely
arded

visit with Ray inside !
jail' surrounded by shotgun-
toting’ deputies was the first he

AR e

had since his turned over to U.S.
back to the United States.:

He said he was *perfectly sat-{.

and the:system set up* to guard|:
Ray. “My client is satisfied.”

 Quizzed on Picture -
Tbe only photograph released

of Ray since his return was tak-
en by the sheriff's department|
and showed Ray handcuffed and .

James Earl Ray. He had given|.
the name Raymon George Sneyd

when arrested in London June 8.
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Expects Fair Trlal

And he said he thought his
client could get “as fair a trial
in Memphis as anywhere. I have
great faith in the Amencan sys-
tem of justice.”

Hanes gaid he could not esti-
mate how long it would be be-
fore he was ready for- trial:
‘“These things can’t take place
immediately.” He said it would
depend on information given
him by Ray and on witriesses.

Hanes also said he did not
believe the ground rules laid
down by the judge would ham-
per his case.

He expects to meet with Ray
again today before leaving for
his home in Birmingham.
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