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Ass-are-;§trange§=1 Episodes Fill Ra tory" " '7 
There are strange and inter- 

esting .elements in the unfold- 
ing story of James Earl Ray. 
It is reported that in London, 
where extradition proceedings 
were instituted on the ground 
that he had murdered Dr. 
Martin Luther King, ‘he 
slumped down and sighed “Oh 
my God, I feel trapped.” But 
Ray's demoralization was only 
temporary, and it" soon tran- 
spired that he had hired a 
prominent Birmingham attor- 
ney to go to London, and that 
said. attorney was the very 
same man who managed -the 
successful ‘defense of those 
who were accused of killin 

most prominent liberal politi- 
cian in-the world, as Monaco 
is of deposing De Gaulle. It is 
hard for a people whose histo- 
ry is watered with organized 
connivings.,_for power .to im- 
agine individualistic assassin- 
ation. ‘»_-

. 

Having said all of which, 
"there is something about the 
James Earl Ray c ~ which 
does sugg -_ that if ‘deed it 
Kasdlliée who ft -- the hot, that ' not ~ ' 

the 
tradition o and 
Lee Harvey 0“ -1 . 

" -'- much 
is known about y, =dheis more readily .-- aginable as a 

I. 

Although this is -" -- ~ ‘hired "kill . ustingf -7°11" Bimh and natic. Heehas hacgeiilsllnall-timae and 1551117 inflam " ' ' -1 always. ' ‘"
. imaginations, it cann be -- 

agined by the _averag Ameri- 
can how gleefully Europeans 
leap to conclusions of Floren- 
tine complexity wheneverpo- 
litical assassinations are .in- 
volved. A fortnight ago, Prince 
Rainier of Monaco asked a vis- 
itor whether he had meditated 
on the first initial of the last name of the three great recent 
American victimsof assassi- 
nation? - K(ennedy) K(ing) 
K(ennedy). .The visitor con- 
fessed that he had not reflect- 
ed on the three initials’ signifi- 
cance, and forebore going on 
to say that no American who 
knows anything at all about 
anything -at all would invest 
any meaning in the coinciden- 
tal'K’s. 

. 

_ * - 

as ca- 
pable o organizin in killing 

Q41 1__.‘ 
_. .__._:_' _. .- . ;'__',-;_ 

Moreover, the escape from 
Memphis suggested the coop-V 
eration *of at least one ally. 
Assuming Ray was the assas- 
sin, the escape required a kind 
of cosmopolitan sophistication 
one does not learn at Midwest 
penetentiaries. The ample sup- 
ply of cash isn't particularly 
surprising, inasmuch as the 
professional of James 
Earl Ray is in acquiring fairly 
large amounts of cash on 
short, stick-em up notice.~But 
the exhaustive research neces- 
sary, for instance, to appear 
half-way plausible when ap- 
plying for foreign passports 
was ore tely supplied by 
S0 ' ' |i= I 1' |_-_ Q himself. 
‘:m7F.\_'Il5.5.l?iil'> ventured

' 

early dur-'- I- mystery that 
the kille ' s a paid assassin,» I 

and wa in .. 'elihood dead. 
If the Bl’s contentions are 
validated, then Ray is the kill- 
er, ‘is most certainly nof ' 

dead, nor wllllhedie kxdégd * ...,-_,.. . .. 
_ 

I 

-,,-is _*r VF." “'1; - -, 

many years from" $1.-*' 

arteriosclerosis -or whatever- 
Tennessee having abolished 
the death penalty. But as long ashe is alive, he of course 

silent partners, 
and it is supremely in the 
interest of the state to estab- 
lish who they are, and to dis- 
cover what was the motiva- 
tion forl the killing ot_=_1)r.-~'King;’. 

age. E2? 
Luther King was that 

If the ideaofkillinglliartin 

KKK,-or some-localwhi 

light ofthe expel-1'
" 

the Birmingham church, the 
three civil rights workers in 
Mississippi, Mrs. Liuzzo and 
the others-the of 
which consolidated national 
sentiment favor of'more 
and more. civil rights legisla- 
tion-then ' 

the KKK is even more stupid than it is sup- 
posed to be, which is anex- 
traordinary achievement. 

. 
"k - 

Such stupidity does not go 
hand in hand with the super- 
sophisticated provisions made 
for the assassins escape: does 
not explain the easy success 
hehad in eluding the greatest 
manhimt in the history ofethe 
world (yes, in the history of 
the world), until, by commit- 
k'1tu;gi l:h§001lSh'lI1iSt8ke of are ' 

t ca_tehes_ 

' e 
suspect "in se_c'ond-ra""detec- 
tive stories, the accused as 
good as turned himself in. 
. Up .until now, Ray haskept 
his -mouth shut. And no doubt 
the Birmingham lawyer will 
counsel him to continue to do 
so. But Ray is not the type to 
suffer in order to sustain the 
underworld’s code. If he_is the 
B=$;§i=- *=a*§Aik¢li?" ' "ea 

premacist group.
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of a President ot_ the United 

~ 
;Staoes, the most" rominent 

_"‘Negro'in the worl£ and the‘ E ..
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