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"' photo taken shortly after the shooting of D-r._ Martin Luther King ‘i 

\ J1-., shows Charles Stevens- (left)-talking with newsmen in the hallway 
ofgthe Memphis rooming house from "which King was. shot. - 
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Earl Ray today denied in c_om't .' 

that he assassinated the.Rev." . 

Martin Luther King Jr. He said *'-\-‘ 
he did not even bearhima 
grudge. ' ‘Y? 7 

- -Ray's. .voice.was squeaky at 
first; but" whenihis-‘British'de-'.' 
-fense'attorney.' asked bim:"“Did 
you Dr. Martin _Lufl1er- T'.'_ 

King?" His ‘reply was’ firmf __ --L 

quick andalmost matter oftact-: u ' n . .~ .._" ~Nos1r.. . 
I.

- 

. Ray entered -a Bow Street 
Magistrate‘ Court for an extradi- 

-tion hearing chewing gum and 
flanked bytwo Scotland Yard 
detectives- The jaw muscles be- 
neath his .stubble' of beard 
twitched as he heard himself de- 
scribed as the “single hand" 
that killed "King in Memphis, 
Tenn., on April 4. _ 

Called Sole Participant . 

Barrister David Calcutt,~ the 
British attorney acting for the=;’{;g-. 

United States, accused Ray 
executing the,_.f‘calculated, 
tal -and senseless murder” of 
King with arifle which'b0l‘ehis 
siiigerpriiie. . 

» ,_;"-./ .. 
~ - 0 ' 

1- T-“In my mmdthis wasitbe sm- 
gle ..hani‘I'P_8.§i-_.work--»->'o£' this -. 

defendant,” Calcuttsaid. - ~- 

. In his own testimony» Ray told
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the. court he had never
| ‘1 » ‘._ 

.. 
-€—‘I~ have never had any ot.*.*‘§l’s 

grudge against him,!?‘he"said. ‘_-- 
' 

.;='_ Ray; his dark brown hair neat- 
1! ¢0_mbe<L_hunched.forward to 
the iron-railed p1'1S_0nfl"s.d0Ck 
‘as; Calcutt called*a U;S.~finger; 
print expert who teytified Ray's 
fingergrmts were on the rifle 
that killed King. The expert‘ was 
George J. Stonebrake of Silver 

'5l11'ifl8. Md;who'has,beenwith 
»fl]8FBIf01‘2'IyB3!"S.],;»‘.,_§§,f' 1
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reside]! in m. 
house fro WhlCh the 

.. 
-- 0f'I'enne -- contends that ‘ 

‘ Ra sh ' * -I" 
"

_ .m_1vn=:s_ EARL_ my . 

i 

_ 

_g._H..- 2 
A» e saw Ray enter 

i D°‘“°‘.e ta. bathroom and that then he 
_....- .._.._.'_l.-;.__, ._ _ __heard the shot which killedthe 

civilrights leader. .» * - 

(In -. Memphis, Stevens was re=. 
ported to have ~ pped outof” 
sig " “H ' um roomNo. 
.5 room- 
ing in‘ _ -ii;'=\ _es sayRay 
was in Roo 5. rs. Brewer 
alsohasdroed outo£sight.)‘ 
There‘ -I bwo extradition 

counts against Ray-. Tennessee 
wants him on the murder 
charge. Missouri "wants him for 
breaking 1967 while he 
was serving time for first- 
degree bank robbery. 

Ray~’s Britisir gefehse attor- 
ney, Roger -Faishy, contends that 
the ‘slaying ofthe controversial 
civil rights leader was a political 
crime which is not covered by 
U.S.-British extradition agree- 
ments. _ 

i\lagistrate Frank Milton set 
- See RAY, Page A-10 

1- 

rfi" 
‘v5.11;

3

U. 

__ 1 
' ~_’ 

'1 

2'

I 

1
Z

i 

- -i 

V Z‘?.' 
-».: 

Y ~ 

,. 

Z
. 

yi-



‘\ 

“witness stand.‘ 
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Killing of Dr. King Denied 
Continued From Page A-1 

another hearing for Tuesday, 
July 2. Ray, who was wearing 
a blue‘ sportshirt and a dark 
jacket, was ordered held with- 
out hail. - 

Ray, who has been silent since 
his arrest at London airport 
June 8 on charges~ of having 
illegal passports and carrying 
a pistol, rose after his lawyer 
announced to a stunned court: 
“I call rny'clienL" 
'Ray, flanked by two Scotland 

Yard detectives, marched to the 

One of the detectives guarding 
him against possible assassina- 
-tion attem ts shifted between P . him and the main vhody otthe 
court. ' '

. 

‘-‘I think you should sit here

t 

\ “No 

.d . 

-~it hack to Ray. He asked if it 

1—would like to sign his statement. 

lmild titters from the courtroom. 

Ibetween the magistrate and 

and take the oath seated," Mag-‘ 
istrate Milton said. 
The attorneys and the magis- 

trate then discussed under what 
name Ray should be sworn in. 
He was arrested as Ramon 
George Sneyd.- It was decided 
not to swear him in at allbut 
merely to have him answerhis 
counsel’s questions. . 

“Are you the man arrested at 
London Airport June 8?” Fris- 
by asked.

_ 
- “Yes, sir,” replied Ray. 
_“Did you know Martin Luther 

Kmg personally?” 

“Did -'you .have a grudge 
against him?" Frisby asked. ‘ 

“No, sir,” Ray said. He spoke 
quickly and clearly and showed 
little'emotiop. " 

. . 

Then Frisby asked: “Did you 
kill Dr. Martin Luther King?" 
' And with no change of expres- 
sion and almost matter-of-factlyp 

“No,-sir,” Ray said. 
The coint clerk, using a foun- 

tain 'pen, took the procedure 
own m shorthand and then read 

were correct and Ray said, 
“Yes, that’s correct.” _ 

The clerk then asked Ray if he 
Ray suddenly leaned forward 

in the chair, looked slightly sur- 
prised and said, “Well, how 
would I sign it?" 
The comment uttered with a 

trace of Southern accent drew 

'Won’t Sign Document
A 

There was more consultation 

Frisby and Frisby then said Ray 
should not sign the document. 
. The chief_Scotland Yard su- 
perintendent, Thomas= Butler, 

came the denial. “ 

said.the accused slumped to a 

view that he was suspected of 
being Ray, wanted for murder 
with a gun and other crimes in 
"the United States. ~ 

But Butler said Ray made no 
dnflssionoram. _. ..-Me. 

'.-accused 
- 

_.-5 _-,- »,...-,1, 4;.--1» I 
---.-..- 

* 74/ J‘/7?/Ci i 
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seat when told during an inter-! 

ing up, but at thishe suddenly 
sluniped down in the seat behind 
him, put- his head inhis-ha§_1_c|s 
and said, ‘Oh, God!’ Butler said. 
“After a moment or so he add- 
ed, “I feel so trapped.” 
Calcutt identified Stevens as 

the witness who saw Ray en- 
tera rooming -house bathroom 
overlooking" the motel where 
King\~died, heard a shot fired 
from the bathroom and-saw Ray 
come out of the room a minute 
later. 7 

Calcutt ‘said Ray bought the 
murder rifle with aéelescopic 
sight and fired talliullet 
£1-om the window of a Memphis 
hoardinghouse. ,- 

-- 

, 
-" ' 

-» 

King was .hit ashestood ona 
motel balcony...-._" 

' 
ators 

said, ‘the shot was the 
bathroom window in the room- 
ing house across thestreet. 

\Third Court ‘appmnce t 

As Ray stood —‘ showing no 
apparent emotion - in the pris- 
oner’s dock,.Calcutt looked at 
him and said: ‘This tragic 
death was the work of this crim- 

Calcutt desgribed the crime as 
“the working of a single hand.” 
'Today’s was the third British 

court appearance for the 
40-year-old escaped convict from 
Missourisince Scotland Yard de- 
tectives arrested him at a Lon- 
don airport June 8 and charged 
him with possessing -false pass- 
ports ‘and a -‘loaded pistol. He 
was traveling under the name of 
a Toronto policeman, Ramon 
George Sneyd. 1- 

One hundred guard- 
ed Ray at the hearing. He rode 
to the court in a black police 
paddy wagon. '
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