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Li3’l"l‘ER OF TRANSMI'l"i‘AL 

U.S. IIOIISE or Rm>m1st:xT.\'r1\'12s, 
SBLEC1‘ C0.\l_\I['l"1‘l‘lE o'.\I As:'~;»_~xss1.\'.-\'r1o:<s, 

ll"'aishingt<m, D.C'., December 31, 1.976’. 
Hon. ]§m1UN1) L. III-:.\'sn.-xw, Jr., : 

Clcr.-lc, U .S. House Qf Rep/'esenf(Ltiz:es, lVasl¢-irvgton, 77.0. 
DEAR MR. 1I.1;i\'sH¢\\\': On helmlf of tl1€\1>-r.{OIlS9 Select Committee 

on .:\.SS{1S.<ll1:l'ClOl1S smrl pursuant to the mandate of House lllosolution 
1540, I am transmitting‘ herewith to the House of Represent-:J.ti\-‘es the 
ifeport of the committee representing the 1'e:~;nlts of the comn\ittoe’s 
investi_{1utio11 and stncly since its inception on September 17, 1976. The 
report includes the recommendations of the cmnznittee with nxspecb 
to continued investigation by the House of Reprosentzitives of the 
assassinations of John F. Kennerly and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I \vonl<l like, at this time, to express the (leap appreciation of the 
connnittee to the committee stall for its excellent work on this phase 
of the Select. Comn1ittee’s investigation. 

I note, on my retirement from the I-louse of .l.l0pr:-.senietivcs, the 
fine start which has been nmde on this investigation, [or whose initia- 
tion I have worked over the past years. It is my sincere hope that the 
House will see fit to proceed with the investigation in the same 
thorough znvl professional manner in which it has begun. 

Sincerely, 'l‘no.\ms N. DOWNING, - 

C/za'i2"mai1z. 

Enclosure: Report- 
' (Ill)
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. RESULTS AND RI§GOM'MEND;\T.T.OX OF 'l‘£-{E 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASS1\SSINA'l‘IOXS

. 

Dncmwzn 31, 10T6.—C0mm'1tted to the Committee of the \\-‘hole Ilrmse 

on the State of the Union and ordered to be printed 
___________-_-—————— 

Mr. Doxx-;\'1Xc, from t-he Select Conmxnittee on Assassinzmtions 
submitted the following 
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. I. INTRODUCTION - 

'1‘\‘rel\=e" yezirs have passed since the 'Warre11 Connni§ion 
released 

its report finding that Lee Harvey Oswaltl was the sole 
assassin of 

President John F. Kennedy. » . 

' 
e - 

Eight }'r-ars have passed since Judge YV. 1’reslo11 Battle of the 

Shelby County, Tenn., Criminal Court accepted James 
Earl .llay’s 

plea. of guilty to the murder of D1". h-‘l_a1‘ti11 Lutlier King, Jr.
. 

The passage of time has not healed the n:1tioin1l trauma 
caused hy 

these ns$:1ssinal'.ions. In the ensuing years, old doubts have 
remained 

and new disturbing questions have been misecl as atlditional 
evidence 

has come to light. _ , 

' 

_ 

v __ 

The following are just a few examples of these new issues: 
(1) Did the Central Intelligence Agency deliberate_l;: 

avoid furnish- 

ing cri tieal intermation to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation whieli 

would have resulted in the surveillance of Lee Harvey 
Oswald prior 

to the asszissiimtioii of President Kc11uecly‘? It so, 
wliy? ‘

, 

(2) Was critical evidence withheld from the Warren 
Commission? 

If so, why? - _- 
i . -

- 

The _:U.S. Senate Select C0l[\U1ll;t€B to St-udy Governmental 
Opera- 

tions, in a. report. relegsegl April 23, l§)"(6,_g13cli_1gle(l t-hi-it the per: 

formanee of US intelligence agencies was (lefect~ive_hotl1 \\:li.ll respect_
- 

to the investi<:atiQ11_QI tl1e.as=""a=_sm' ation of President lxcnnedv as 

_\\~'ell as the reporting to the YV_;arren Con1mission_. That 
report states 

inpart: 1. 1 
,~ ; 

~ 
’ 

A In the days following the assassiniition of President 

Kennedy, nothing was more important to this country 

than to determine the facts of his death; no one single 
event. 

' 

‘ has slialien the country more. Yet the evidence the 
Coni- 

mittee has developed suggests that, for difierent reasons, 

both the CIA and the Fill. failed in, or avoided carrying 
'

* 

out, certain of their responsibilities in 
this matter. 

\ 

'. . 

The Comn1it.tee emphasizes that it has not uncovered 

any evidence sullicient to justify a conclusion that 
there was a 

j 
conspiracy to assassinate President Kennedy. The Com- 

_ rnittee, has, however, developed evidence which 
irnpeaclies 

-the process by which the intelligence agencies arrived at 
their 

own conclusions about the ass:1ss.inat.ion, and by which 
they provided information to the Warren Coniinission. ,_ 

This ‘ctfitlence iml-icates that the 'Znresfigali0n of the 
assa.ssi-vm- 

1:5-on was (lqficisn.t and thi/.L_fu.cts which 'mi.(/ht have substantially/' 
rgflcclerl the course of the i1z,vesli_/1cr.l.ion. were not 7>r0zride(l the 

l'Va,r1'e’/z- C'omm'is.s'Z0n. or (hose ’l'I1(l'l_L‘I:(llt(Ll-S‘ within. the 1"I»’[ and 

CIA, as urell as other uyencic-9 of 'Govm'nment who 
11:e1‘a ch(Lr_r1e/I, -

" 

with 'Z'»'ILZ7£’-SI-P‘f[I'L[.7:7l,_(] the assassinnti0n.. (lfirnplitisis supplied.) __ 

ILR. 1781———-2
'
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(3) There are report-s of intensive surveillance of Dr. ;\Iartin Luther 
King by domestic intelligence agencies, including the FBI. Wlio and 
where were these agents at the time of Dr. l\ling’s assassination? Do 
they have any evidence concerning the assassination or any plans to 
connnit it-'? Was this surveillance deliberately curtailed prior to the 
assassination? And, if so, \vhy_? " '. 

;

' 

(-1) There are reports that there were unusual t"-ransfer.s of personnel 
by the Meinpliis Eire and Police Departments on April 3 and April 4, 
1.968, which may or may not have affected the se'eurit~y of Dr. King. 
If so, why were these transfers made and at whose direction? 
‘ Over the years repeated disclosures of agency misconduct, foreign 
assassination attempts, concealed information, destruction of evi- 
dence and possible deliberate inisinforination have fostered among 
our citizens an ensuing luck of confidence in Government agencies. 

‘ As a. result, t"-here has been a. growiiig sense of national concern 
about the adequacy and integrity of the original inrestigat-ions. The 
history of these assassinations has demonstrated that-the passage of 
more t-i1]'i0i\Vill only increase that concern, and only a thorough and 
definitive inquiry at this time will resolve the growing doubts, 

On. September 17, ]9'T6, the House of l.{epre.=.ei1tati\-‘es rose to this 
challenge. It created the Select Committee on Assassinat-ions (ll. Res. 
154.0) with the mandate to conduct a “full and complete investigation 
of the circumstances surrounding the death of John F. K.enncdy and 
the death oi Martin Luther King, J12, and of any others the Select 
Committee-sliall determine.” » 

" 

' ' 

' The members of the Select Committee recognized the need to re- 
solve certain preliminary matters in the 3 months remaining before 
the close of the 94th Congress. \".’ith avrealist-ic appraisal of the task 
in mind, stafiing and budget; levels were determined. Threshold inves- 
tigative inquiries vrere begun. \Vith the advent of the new Congress 
the committee is, now prepared to proceed with the investigation. 
The committee undertook ist legislative mandate with the recog- 

nition of its responsibility to, the American public. The purpose of 
this mandate is to investigate and provide the facts relating to both 
assassinations and to do so in a manner which will be credible, pro- 
fessional, ethical ancl will retleet well on the integrity of Congress. 

Pursuant tot-his mandate, the committee will make re<:onnnenda— 
tions regarding the adequa cy of existing laws relating t-o the assassina— 
tion of tl.lC‘Pl‘C_<i(lQ-Di} of the United States, conspiracjr, deprivation of 
civil rights, and the in\'estigator_v1i.uthorit)' and capahilit-_\_' of agencies 
and departments of the United St-lites governnient. . 

The committee has received \\'i(lesprea(l support for this legislative 
investigation. An assist-ant counsel to the \Varren Conmiis-sion. citing 
ijccent disclosures of documents which were vi-“it-lilield from the \\'arrcn 
Commission, strongly urged the reopening to the investigation. lilo 

stresse<l that “the conduct of the Commission and of the agencies upon 
\\'l:ich it relied should be carefully examined and any new information 
be fully pursued.” '

. 

The important questions, he said, are “not only hon" and why ])l'C>l- 
dent _l{emiedy was assassinated, but how such events can be et‘§ecti\"ely 
lli\’QSl;lg:1l‘(3(l.” He was joined by another assistant counsel to the 
\\’arren COl11I\1i.<f1.l0ll who has endorsed “a. full and thorough in\'estig;"a— 
lion of both assassinations.”

\
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,3_ 
I in the case of the King :l;~'S:1SSiln1ti01r, the committee was provided 
with the 1-csiillzs of fl. 1975 investigation conducted by the Atlanta, G:t., 
Bureau oi Police Services. The report st-ates in part: “ * evenn. 
cursory e.\'nn1i1m.tion of certain inlorination presented t.o us elicits 

some very interesting series of coincidences which would appear to 
merit in\'estiga.tion by approprizite agencies.” The report \:rge.< tliat 
£1. new investigation be undertnken in order to 1‘C:1(;ll “st more delini- 
tive position on the circumstances surrounding thc :issz:ssin:ilim"i of 
Dr. i\‘li€l1‘t-in Luther King, Jr.”' .

‘ 

I I1. THE CO.\-L\IX'l‘TBE’S I.\'ITI.-XL AC'I.‘lO.\'S ' 

.

' 

The comrnittee’s first task was the selection and n_ppoint~i"nent oi a 
chief counsel and director. V I - 

. . 

The committee obtained the ser -"ices oi Richarcl A. Spmgixe. Mr. 
Sprngne served as First Assistmit Yhistrict Attorney of Yliilitclelphizi, 
Pa-., from June 1966, until Decen1bei'- 1974, He lu1.s'representcd the 
Connuonwenlth of Peiiiisylvrmiii. as prosecuting; attorney in more 
than 10,000 criniiunl trials. Serving as Special I’roseeuto1'for\V2shing- 
ton County, 1)2l..,4h8 was responsilale for the investig=ition and sul_ise- 
quent prosecution of the Yablrniski murder cases, As Special 1\ssist.;int 
to the Attorney Genera-l of the United St-ates, he was responsilile for 
the conviction of ll/. A. “Tony’.’ Boyle, the deposed president of the 
United hline W0l'k€l‘S. i * 

i 

- 

- - 
V 

" 
-

' 

T The committee considered the necessity of moving expeditiously 
on both investigations. It felt tlmt new evidence pertn_inin_:_< to either 
the 1(,ennedy or King assrissiiuition-should be pursued -inirnediately, 
that further delay would be umv:i.rrm1te(l. ' 

_ 

i 

A

" 

- * Thus, the committee decided to pursue each itivestigal-ioii simul- 
tzineously. It orga.ni'/.e<l itself into two subcommittees: one, chsiired 
by Welter E. Fsiuntroy to direct the King in\-'esti_;:it-ion; the other, 
clmiretl by Iticlizuclsoii-Preyer to pursue the Kennedy probe. All 
inembers of the Full Connnittee will be active in both if1\’(*.._\'i.lgz‘.ilOhS. 
The comniittee agreed upon the need for :1. stull’ of 170. '1‘l\.is figure 

provides for two investignt-ive teams of n_ppi'o_\'irini,tely 15 attorneys 
and 25 invest-igatois each. It is the intention of the committee to 
recruit the best talent within this Nation. The committee believes 
it can a.ttr_nct (l€_(l_lC1\-tetl professionals in the field of criminal i11\'8sli;‘:\Y- 
tion with ln?0:1d experience and ability, who will View this call ins n 
professional cliallenge sis well as an opportunity for public service. 
Suhstnntiiil progress has been made in this fl1'F!iL. 

Finally, the committee decided unrniimously not to conduct the 
investigittions under deadlines. One reason for this is to avoid 11 

situntion*where an agency, individual or "group might engrigc in 

delaying tsictics-in an attempt to outlast the <;on"in'iittee. - 

The W:n'ren Coinmission, which was under intense pressure to 

resolve the question of responsibility for the Kcune<ly Sl.$S2tSSil_l5til()ll. 

quickly, produced its final "report within 10 months. Tlnit Cornrnission 
did not have an independent investigative strtli and conducted its 

proceedings in closed he:n'i_ngs. These factors, which may or 1".iuy 

not lmxve influenced the outcome of the Connnission’s investigation, 
have nevertlieless contributed to the increasing clinllengcs to that 
C0nnnissi0n’s conclusions. 
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‘With the passage of time since the original investigations: there is 

tno longer the pressure to arrive at quick conclusions. The Select 
‘Committee, with the advantage of hindsight, with independent 
iiivestigators, and without artificial (leadliiies, will conduct the full, 

_ 

(lispa-ssienate, and eompreliensive iiivestigation that is necessary.
- 

- To t1w'eXt@nt that it <1Q§si.i.<zt l[1}l?§..€l€>.Q!.l!3?D.€1!!Z._§l1§.-!Ql‘§S!HdlB.t 

o iiive:;ti-i- - ., e. .' - *; _, *.,_ 

These session; \»11‘1I'Tie held as the investigations lead to verifiable 

conclusions, irliieh either prove or disprove prior findings or 
allega- 

tions. In observing the various witnesses and being able to 
observe 

' their demeanor and judge their ci'e-diliility, t-he Anieriean public will 

have a greater basis for confidence in ultimate conclusions. 
These 

. 

1 

sessions will also enable the public to observe the investigation 
as it 

unfolds. 
-- - -~ -

V 

- 
~ 

' -i iii. PRELI;\IIN_\RY INVES'l‘IG.\'1‘ION AND AN.-\L\'SES‘
' 

A Tn the 3 inoiiths since its estahlisliinent the Select Committee 
has 

initiated preliniinar_v investigations into new and previously un- 

puisiied leads in both assassinations. While we cannot yet verify 
the results of our pieliiniiiery investigations, we can provide two 
example-s which are represent-at-ive of t-he investigative activity" 

that 

~ Vthe coiiunittee lias undertaken. 
' 1 

On November 26, 1976, eomniit-tee staff qiiestioiied extensively 

an e.\'-CL-‘rt agent regarding his personal kiioii-'le.dge of COI1\'(31‘f.\"rli-lOl1S 

between Lee Harvey Oswald and personnel wit-hin the Soviet and 
i 

' Cuban Einbassies in Mexico City. ' - _ - 

' As a. result of the initial qiiestioiiiiig, members of the Kennedy 
Si_ilieoiiiniit.tee held an executive session on November 27. Based on 
iiitoiination obtained during the lieaiiiig; statl’ members were dis- 

‘ patched to 1Ie.\'ieo \\'lt(‘l‘C tliey located and intei'viev_.~'ed new witnesses. 
These \\'it.iiesses had iievcr been sought out -before by any 

investiga- 

tive body, i'iot,\vit-listanding the tact that they had iinportaiit 
intoi'ina.— 

tion rzoiicemiiig stateineiii-s by liee I-larvey Oswald in Mexico 
within 

‘L60 clays of the assassiiiation of I’i"esident 
il\:(‘;!lfl,8<l_Y. .

A 

g 

\Vith respect to the assassination ot Dr. ‘King, <-ommittee 
counsel 

' obtained relcvniit intorniation from a witness who ll:‘r(l never been 
intervieivetl before by any investigative agency. This wit1ne.'<s has 

- ~ stated that -Ianies Earl ltay related to him the fact: thnt sitter" l'3.aj/ 

4 {led t.o Europe, Ray e0iit:icted aiiother p6l‘SOI1 from \vli0m he received 
. further lXl?.t-l'tlCil0llS to aid in his continuing fiight.

- 

‘ 

_ 

In other areas of iiiqiiii'_v;. coiiiniitlee stall’ has iiitervie\ve<_l persons 

wit-l1 new relevant inlorina.ti<.}n who had iiever been contacted by any 
5‘ 

investigative agency. The coiiiinittee intenrls to continue to pursue 

;‘_ 
siich intorinatioii. . 

in addition to piiisiiiiig other new iiivestigative lea(l:~"., t-he <-.oiu— 

" "_1l1ll-lift) has been conducting: an intensive aiial_ysis of the evirli-n¢:e 

V 
:ivai.lable in both assassiiiatiriiis in order to defiire and determine 

the 

g’ iiature and scope of the iiiqiiiry. 
’ 

A 
_ 

- - 

Willi resliect to the 'l\'eniiei‘ly 'iii\'est-i_s:atioii, tho" chief C£)lH1>‘(‘l 

‘i pre:~;eiited the eoininit-tee with a list of liundredJ~; of 
que.stioii.~; ivliicli 

\—'-;-at-‘ 

"4==;=.~" 

:~'="=\#~:>u-a.-_.-..- 

;z-1¢:w;ar=='-»-1 

__.i

_ 

.4_-...-...s 

.-< 

niust be resolved. Tlie <_-oininittee also has irleritit"ie(l 
.\".(‘,VCl':'Ll liimdred 

|\\"llI1(‘.\'.<Q-.'< who must be lX‘|t-(:l'\~'lC\_'v'e‘1_l\.- 
\ _ 

- 

_ ‘ 

l_‘ho ('.O1‘t1!'fllt~lt‘.t) has talsen positive steps to iiisrire tliatit will 
pi"e.<.ei've 

all ielevant ma-tei'ial.~: in the possession oi investigative 
agencies. It has 

.r 

Ql 
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issued several subpenns duces tccum to insure evidence will be ui=~.de 
availnble.;'Ll‘_he committee has been informed that the Central _[nt.clli- 
gence Agency alone is in possession of more thzrn (30 czn-tons of mater- 
ials relating to the ':tssassmnt.ion of President Kennetlv and the activi- 
ties of Lee Harvey Oswald prior to tlntt :1ssns:~:in:i.t.ion§ 

\-Vith respect to the assassination of Dr. I(i11gTTl1e com n1ittee’s 
initial examinsrtion of the events and circumstances during the period 
of James E:1i"lRny’s escape from prison, in Missouri in 1957 unt-il his 
cirpture and subsequent ext-rnclition from Englimrl in 196$ gave rise to 
hundreds of questions. The connnittee has completed :i dot-9.-ilcd analy- 
sis of t.hc stipulations of fact contained in the guilty‘ plea of Ra-y in 
March 1969. The committee noted that during the courseof the pltm. 
proceedings, Ray rose to advise the court tlntt he did not concur with 
st-ittements made by both the-State prosecutor and his own attorney, 
that there had not been zi. conspiincy to n.ssassiu:ttc Dr. King. "_ ~-1-5 

The committee does not mean to imply that there v.'a.< or was not :1. 

conspirz~.c_v. It merely indicates that this is one of the areas which 
requires further investign.tion,‘ especially in view of the failure to obtan 
in lull. stnt.eme.nt of involvement from 1-‘tny by the '.l‘en11e..>::~::-e autliorities. 

. Two staff members of the Select. Committee traveled. to I\'len1phis, 
Tenn., and compiled at 76-page index of T1111-l.CI'i1‘.-lS contained inonly 
one of the evidentiitry files. The Fetlentl Burea.u of Investigution has 
advised committee stuff that it has more than 80 volumes of 1nn_.teri:rls 
onthe assassination and subsequent investig:1_t-ion into that nssnssi~ 
nation. .. ~. .. .

Y 
To insure the preservation of certain evidence :1‘-nd doeumentst-he 

Select Committee voted and issued n total of 12 subpen:1s_duccs tecum 
related t.o evidence in the nsassiimtioii of Dr. 1{iug. I '. 

‘ 
- - 

_jThe Select Committee is cognizant of the sigiiificaut accomplish- 
mcnts of other independent investigations by the Congress. A quan- 
tum of evidence relevant to our in\-'estig=1tions has been :1ccum.ul:1tcd 
by vnrions committees and select conmnttees of the House of I{eprc~ 
sentntives and the Senate. To date, contacts by comniittee sta-if have 
demonstr:it.e-;l aqwillingness on the part of both _IIou_ses of Congress, 
their Mem‘oer.s and various committees to cooperate in making those 
materials :ivn.il.:1ble to this committee. 

' 
" 

‘ 
~ 

'
' 

On the basis of these numerous areas of inquiry and the necessity 
to preserve evidence already under subpenn, the Select Committee 
unanimously reconnnends to the 95th Congress that the Select Com- 
mittee on Assnssinations be immediately reestziblislietl to continue 
the investigation. ~ 

IV. S'l‘AFI<‘ AND BUDGI-‘.'[‘ REQUXREMENTS _ 

' The coin1nittee_\vis-hes to eznphrisize illilll the unprecedented nature 
of the task idientiiietl in House Resolution 1540 Ii1§1l~IC.\' past methods 
of determining the Select Committee/s budget ine.ppropri:ite.

‘ 

The committee feels strongly that the integrity of this imestignt.-ion 
is contingent upon the independence of our investigzitive ell'orts. The 
ezqccutive l_>r:inch agencies, which \':erc utilized in the p;ist, are the 
very ngencies whose previous performance niny be the subject of it 

part oi this investigntion. 'i.‘he committee, therefore, cannot employ 
the services of the executive branch agencies. Both the size of the 
st-nil‘ and the budget requirements are predicated on the necessitly of 
conducting 2. comprehensive, impartial investigation. 
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The -committee submits the following feomparative. analysis of 

budget and stalling levels of certain previous invest-igations as a 
stznulard by which our recornmendations may be me-asured-. . 

ll"tz-1'i'cn C'o1n1n.isS"1i°_n 
” * 

' ' 

~ 

' 
-' " '0 "' 

.-Stall: S3. 
' ' 

-i-_ 

_ 
_ 

vi 
V. 

V

. 

- Duration: 10 months. 
' ' " 

. 
_ 

' "
- 

The '\'i~'=n-ren Couunission did not possess an indepen(lent' investiga- 
tive stall’. For investig=it-ive purposes, they relied on the Fecleral 

intelligence :1gencies._\‘\’e have been able to amass the following figures, 
indicating the level of support provided to the ‘Warren Commission 
by each agency. . 

‘ ' 
" " 

" Y ’ 

FBI: l’1-ovided 150 full-time agents who in turn conducted 25,000 
interviews and 'sub1!1itte(l 2,300 reports totaling 25,400 pages. They 
also provided secretarial and clerical assistance. . 

V f
_ 

provided secretarial and clerical assistance. ; 
, 

. 
_ ,_

- 

_ 
Secret Service: Provided over 60 full-t-i‘ine professionals who con- 

ducted 1,550 inter\'ie\vs and submitted SO0'1‘eports totaling 4,600 
pages. Tliey also provided secrevt-arial and clerical assistance. 

-1 Justice Depart-uientt Provided at least -'1 full-time professionals. - 

St-ate Department: .l’rovidcd certain professional support.
- 

IRS: l"Jstin1a’tes that between their Internal Security Inspection 
Service and their Intelligence Division, they provided 6 stali'-years of 
support. 

‘ 
' 

- 

_

" 

FBI Ivwasiigaiio-n Ife: Patty Hearst T : 

»- y 

The only figures available for this investigation are for the first 3- 
month period. During this initial 90-day span, the F BI spent $2,600,- 
000. Figures for the number of stall’ employed are also unavailable. 

New York Slate Special Nursi'ng Home I zwestif/ation 
' 

'
' 

This investigation of abuse of the medicaid program by nursing 
homes has a total stall’ of 4.21. The stall includes 05 hlwyers, 150 

auditors, 1.00 investigators, and 100 support personnel. Its present 
yearly budget is $6,000,000. ln addition it utilizes-4.0 sitting grand 
juries, the cost of which is not included in the $0,000,000. 

'.Cl|e connnittee feels that the stall‘ and budget requirements it has 
i<lent-ifieil at the end of this report are at minimal levels necessary to 
conduct eomprelicnsive andindependent investigations of the assassi- 
nation_of l’re.sident Kennedy and Dr. King. _

, 

v. 1{ECO:\\1I\1E_\‘l)ATlONS ' 

The eoizimittce end, indeed, the 04th Congress by the passage of 
llousc Resolution 1540 recognized that there are many lingering 

doubts es to the eompreheiisiveness and r:re<'.libilit.y oi prior investiga- 
tions into each of these assassinations. The questions which arise front 
even :1. p_r<_\lin:ii1ury analysis and in\*esti;;'ution ore legion. 'l_‘hus, the 

St-l(-<;t. Co:nmit-tee unanimously and une<'p,1i\‘oe1:ll;\-' ree<nnmend.-:: 
(1) 'l‘l:;~.t. the House of llepre.<cnta1i\‘es lT]il1l€(_ll:£lCl_Y move to con- 

tinuc the i:i\'e.+1t.i;5;!tio11 of the circumstances surrouiuliug the death of 
_l’resi(len_t John F. Kennedy and the death of Dr. .\l:irtin Luther 
King, Jr. _ 

A

. 

‘ 

CIA: Provided 12 full-time and part-timeprofessionals. '.l‘_hey_ also
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(2) 'l‘l\at- the Ilfousc iznmerlintcly re-c:;l:il>li>.=li this Sclcci; C‘-onn"nitt<:r.\ 
to iu-ui"c tlmt, (-\-'i(l0nce which is currently unrlcr SI_ll)]')O(?Q{I. will remain 
l[1i:'\Cl'- and unzlvr the coutiuuiug 00111"-rol of the I-louse and to imui-0. 

_ 

that tlicrc is no delay in the ongoing Il1\'(‘.$LlgiLll()l'lS. 
‘ 

(3) Tliat, the House approve the budget as sct forth herein. 
" 

_ 

Select C’amnu'ltee on As->-assz'nal.:'m2s--liiulget summary, 1077' ‘ 

I. s:ll:\l'hZr.$ _____________ __' _____ _; _____ _; __________________ __ 01:.-1, 000 IL TI':we!—l)(-mestic ..... ________._'______________-__________ 1, (ESI, 200 
Tl‘:r~'e-l—Int--iwrimtimml ________ __'-____ __~_____‘_ ____________ J80, (100 

~ 1\‘- Cousulmut. scr\"ice_s__-..-__ __________ ______________________, 155, 000 " 
~ ~ ' 73,000 

117,000 
425,000 
3-1, 350 

141, 000 
25,000 

V. \\'ltni-=<e5__;____________._________ ____ ________________________ VL Stritiouery and supplies___-_- _______ ____'__.l______________ 
YII. 'l'cl';pl1o:|e mu] t,clugmph_.____ _______ _______,______________ ' 

VIII. Equipxnent.-—Purchase_____________,___'____;______;___;____;_ 0 

IX. 1-]quipn1eut—I.e:\se-__;___-L. ____ __'__'__-___'________;_____.. 
X. Rcproriizcticm, printing, and gruphicgu_______;_;___________ 
XI. Hooks and periodicals ___________ __;,______;______ ______ __ :1, 00!) " XII. Miscelluiieoiis ________ __'______"___' ______ ___;___- ________ __ 50, 000 

" Tot:\1-,-__- ____ --.'_-__'-_,-_'.\__- ______ _-;____.- _______ _;_ 6,531,050 
‘ "I. Salaries: ~- 

_ 

. 
- 

_ 

- < 

' ' 
-' 

' -’\- dil~ectOr—-643-L---JAJLJ-.-J--_-f_L' _ _ _ - _ . _ _ _ _ _ __ I 39, 
‘ ' B. (53)- deputy chief counsels at $116,000 - -, 

_ i 

' 

108, 000, 
.C. ‘(l) 'chiefinvestig:1b0'r ________ __'Q_.-_;_;__'____'_-_;;_- ~ 

- 36, 000 
D. (30) stuff counsels (14 gmdc 3 zit. $251,000 tr» $34,000;

_ -12 gmcle 2 at $20,000 to $28,000; 4 grade 1 at -- - 

$l3,000 to $20,000) ____________________________ __ SS2, O00 
" ('50) sl::1il"invsstigat0is (2 deputy Cl\lF_¢IS at S730,000;' » - 

- 16 grmle 3 at $2-1~,0(I() to $28,000; 1Ggr:1rle2:itSl 8,000 " 
. t0 $24,000; I6 gmcle 1 at $12,000 to $18,000) _ . _ _ __ 3 1, 084, 000 

F. (5) legal unit_-(1 -deputy chief counsel Ill? $36,000; - 

2 grade 3' at 823,000 to .S34,000;~2 grade 2 at 
$20,000 to S2S,000)___‘_ ________________________ __ 

G. (30) document analysis and research unit, (1,-chief of ~ 

‘ 
r unit at $34,000; 2 deputy chiefs of unit at $24,000 

to $30,000; 4 ssuior rose;-.rchers' at 518,000 to 
v

~ 

' 
' 824,000; 7 staff rc'>e:n'che:"s at $10,000 to SlS,000;‘~ 

- 11 documcnt clerics at $8,000 to 512,000; 1 scniur 
» ~ computer zuialyslz at $25,000; -'1 computer zinalysts at - 

$1(5,00() to S‘Z[),()O())______~_ ______ ___ _____ ____-_______ 
II. (4) p0lygmp'n/PSE1init. (=1 at $30,000) _‘____..________ 130, 000 
I. (2) securit-_v unit.—S30,0(J0 and $16,000 ______ ________ - 46, O00 
"J. (9) administmtive/budget unit (1 chief nrlminist-r:it,0i"

_ 

at. 534,000; 1 chief clerk at $25,000; 2 c-.\"ccuti\'c 
' ‘ 

' -- » 

assistant-s at $25,000; 2 task force 1n;in:1ger.< at 
Sl8,000; 1 editor/hisrori:m at $22,000; 1 public ~ 

- infornizit-ion officer at $34,000; 1 budget oflicer 
at $30,000) _______ ________ _________ ___ _ _ _ _ _____ 231, 000 

IC. (I35) S6Cl'6t;1l‘l;ll/Cl6l'l(:;1.l (35 at $10,000 to S1(3,000)_.-_ . 400, 000 

A 

152,000 

407, 000 

- 
- Total (i10)__-___‘__;_______. _______ ___.___' ______ -___ 2, 020,000 

II. 'f1";1\'cl-—l)0rn'e§'tic:_T 
_ 

’ ' - 

VA. Atturueys_/iuveétigators -(SO truvcliug—2 timcs per 
month, 5-day duration): 

- '1‘rui\sp0rtzitim1——1,\I)20 trips at S400 ________ ___ 708,000 
l’cr (licui—1,920 trips at $350 ______________ __ .430, 000 

Sul)t0t:\1 ________________________________ __"- ~ 1, 243, O00

\
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A. -

I
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' ' s 

II. 'I1'aveI—-Domestic—-Continued 
' 

' 
- B. Chief, deputy coun.<r:Is, poiygraplr/P515 unit, legal. 

" 

_ 

' ' 
1 unit and administrative (15 traveling-3 1im1§ per. _ 

I Q month, 3-day duration): 
- 

=
' 

'l‘ransportation——540 trips at S4 00 ___________ __ 216, O00 

_ 
Per dicm——540 trips at $150; ________________ _._ S1, 000 

A 

_SubI;0ta.l _______________ ______ __~ ______ __ 207, 000

~ 
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C. Document analysis and l'c!~'ea1'ch unit (5 traveiing-1 . 

' 

_ _ I.-imr: per month, 5-day (IIl_l‘fll-I011)! _

r 

Transportati0n—(iO trips at $400 ____________ __ 24, 000 
Per die1_n—-G0 I-rips at $250 __________________ __ 15, 000 

, f Subtotal“: _________ _;__-_;___-__' ......... __ 39, 000 

_ 

Committee members: 0

- 

_ 

Full Committee (2 n1eetings—-2-day duration):
- 

\ _ 

- 
Transp0rI;ation—~22 trips at $450-- ______ _.- 9, 900 

"' 
_ 

Per die:n——22 trips at $100 __________ _____.. 2,'200 

" 

SuI>con1mittcc——e.\'ec1itivc sessions (2 traveling-3 , 

A 

Limes per month, 2-d:1._\' duration): - 

_ 

‘ 

l‘r:\n<port'1t10n——-12 Milli at S45 32, 400 
' Pei d1cn1—-72 hips at ,1OO 7, 200 

_ 

Subtotal ____________________________ __ 51, 700 

_ 

E. Stcnograpliic/secret-:11"i:\I/clcrical (2 travcIing——l> times - 

‘ ~_ per month, 2-day dura1.ion): ._ _
_ 

, 

-'I‘rnnsp01't:1I_-ion—-72 trips at S400 ____________ __ 
' Per dicn\—72 trips at $100 __________________ __ 

2s, .<.00 
1, 200 

' 
~ 

- 

' 

l 
s111>1@1a1_'__; ____ _§ _____ _; _____________ _-___ 30,000 

, 
_ 

I 

F. Local tr:1\-r:I——stnf1' (\\asI1ingLon, D.C., S50 per day 
' 'timc< 950) _______________________ __ 12, 500 

11 
.

. 

‘P 
' -" T0101 ..... _'_ _____ __'._'_'_' ______________ __-_ ____ __ 1,0s4,-:00 

' 

-51! 

- . 

, 

‘ III. Tr21.\'+=.I-International: . 

A. C01mni‘J0(=e members and staif (S tr:¢\‘e1in;; 12 times 

,~- 
pm" year, 5-11:1)? duration): ._ . 

,1 'l‘f211§1]OI‘I;:LI4Iu11-—Qf} trips at $1,500 ___________ ___ 144, 000 
' 

-ii 
I 

l’¢1‘di@m—9li1ri1>_s uti$-3.75 ___________________ -- 36, 009 

'lot:_1I ________ _Q___; _____________________ __ 180, C004 

' IV. Consultant s<:.1'\‘Eccs: ~ 
~ 

'

_ 

Igi 
A. 1"‘0ren:ic (i.c. m<>dic:11, i)aIIisI;iC$). - 

iii 

' ' " ' ‘ 

13. EK]‘IC:Ti,S—‘-fiI1g(fI'])I'I11i-I11{{, I1;1nd\\'rit.in_:§, d0c.um(.=nt an- 
aIysi.~;, cri1ni11:1Ii.~:‘;$ (i.';:.1iI>(:1‘, hair, clot-hiiig), nenkron 

it?’ 
' ucti\"a1.i0u a11:1.Iys‘11.=, voicc prints, electronic, photo- 

iii 
graphic. ~ 3 . 

- 

_ 

.1 . 

fiy 
1 C. Tra11.<I:.1t0rs—-:u1dio\=is11:1I, etc; - 

I}§' 
Fcc: 1,000 n1;111-d:1y>; :11, $100 ________________ __ 100, O00 

If 
'l‘r:\.*_'<:I (100 trip$~—3-1!::y dnrai-ion): _ 

_,¢ 

'_l‘1‘:1nsp0rt::tion—-I00 Iripr; :11; $400 ______ ____ 40, O00 
3' P01" di<:111—]0O trips zit S151) _____________ __ 15, GOO 

‘£01111 ______ _ _'_ _' _____________________ __ 155, (I00 

’ V: Wi£n0>::;<*$:
‘ 

~!'; 
\ 

A. 'l‘r0.v0I (7St1'ip;_=, 1']-day 1l11r:11i0n): 
'J‘1‘n11".p<>1"I':1’1i11n—7Strips :11 $4.00 ______________ __ II], ‘Z00 

1’crdic1n--78 t1"ips:11,-E2150 _____ _,_____________ 11, 700 
" Seclirityl 120 days at $21200 ________________________ __ I30, O00 

’l_‘ot‘1I 

5"-4--———-‘~ 

;‘;'_; 

;__.'

. 

1 1 I 1 1 I I I I I I 1 1 I 1 1 I |
. 

1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 ~"1 :13 L3
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VI. Statir - 3': _ ,1. '2 

A. Start.-up :\llo\\':~.uce, 170 Limes S300 _________________ __ 
B. ].{c=s\lpply, 170 times S300 ________________ _________ 5!, 00:) 
C. Special supplies such as tapes, etc _________________ __ 

VII. Telephone and telegraph: 
A. Basic service __________________________________ __ 
B. Long distauce——-300 days times $1,250 ____________ __ 

VII-I. Equi_pmcnt—purchase:_ -, - . L . 

‘ 

p 

» - 

, . A. Tape recorders (25 at S150; 2 at 53300) ____________ _- 
" i 

_ 

'
‘ 

‘ '_ B, 'Cmm;i-gg, '1)['Qje¢(‘,()l‘5, screen, (3tc_______________________ 2, (J00 
_ 

.
- 

F 0. Polygraphs (2 at s-2,soo) ......... -;____-_--____--_ ~s, coo 
'

1 

‘ D. Stress evaluators (3 at S-1,00[))'___________________.___. - 8, 000 -

; 

. E. Miniphone recording devices (2 at $2,200)- _-_ _-____ 
’ 

4, 400 E 

F. Security devices for staff ollices ________ __-__ _____ __ 10, 000
M 

II-X0 Equipment—Lease: 
' ' ' 

' 

- __
. 

"’ X. Reproductions, printing, and graphics: 'J.‘liis alloivance is 
3

_ 

needed for the development of films, enlargements, special - -

' 

XI. B55 

th 
- pense categories and to provide for unanticipated expenses) _- 

_ 
periorlicals, nc\vspa.pers, etc ____ _; ____________________ __ 5, 000 

XII. Miscellaneous: Contingency ullowaxice (this amount is :1 con- 
tingency allowance representing approxiinately 1 percent Ol 

9 l 

mar md sue llifiia 51,000 * 

15, uuo 

Total _______________________________________ 
__’_.—1 

l 7, CO5 _ 
__’_i'i'i-Z"-"Z

! 

so, 000 
315,090 

Total. _______ _-‘ _____ _T_.__-____-__-_ ____________ -- 42.3, 000 

_. 
(Note: The basic service amount has been fur-

_ 

_ 
nislied by the Clies:\.penke—1’otomac Tcleplione 
Co. repre_sentz*.tive. Long distance charges have 
been estimated at 250 calls per ‘day at an average 

» cost 0585 per call.) ‘ _ _ _ 
. _ 

-

_ 

4,350‘ -- ~ 

t

- 

Tot~al_____'__'____‘__‘__-___’ _____ __* _________________ __» - 

. 34,350 ~ 

A.‘Xer0x—3 at $12,000 ____________________________ __ 
' 

. 3(_i, 000 ii

- 

12. mm Memory '1"_vp<;w1-aaer-2'=ia s2,so0-_'_;_-___-_-- -‘ ".»,u00 _ r 

C. Computerservices---__ ________________ _-, _____ _- 100,000 d _ 

'1' 
-V 

,. Total ________ _; _______________________ _;'_-___'_ 141, 000 
~ (Note: The major portion of the commitlee’s com- . i 

puter service needs will be handled through the ‘ 

facilities of the Committee on House .'\(lX'lll!llSi.I'&l.- _

V 

_. __~ tiou. The direct charges to the Select Committee _» 

1 

. 
4

I 

will be $57,600 for computer terminals. ‘i. here \\':ll i

_ 

be other charges \':li_ich have vet to,l)e determined 1 

by the Committee on llouse 'Administrat-ion.) _
‘ 

inting, art. work, graphics, etc_____, ______________ __-___ _ 25, 000 P 

<s/periodicals: This amount is needed for books, literature, R 
_ 

- » 

__. 

,.. 

.4:-.—.<.>=\-_...;.=mn.:.:_:__.....,._. 

._....v--

\

,

- 

e budget to allow for underestimating in the various ex- 50, 000 

_ i, ‘--' . - _ 
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- ADDI'l‘IOZ\*AL' \"IE\»VS'OF'i~IEi\*I-1'1’ 1z._' GONZALEZ 
I completely support the reconnnendationof the committee, urge 

that t-he~95t.h Congress inimediately reestablisli it, and that :2. budget 
be approved in the full amount requested. _ __ . , 

If ever a. legrislative effort began with less promise, it was the work 
of this Select (ilommit-tee. The committee begrin its work in the waning 
days of the 94th Congress, had no stall’, no ofiices, no time to organize 
properly, and no time to prepare or carry out the study it was com- 
missioned to do. The committee ll9$, however, accomplished more 
than anyone could have thoughtpossible. ~ ' 

' 

_ 

- -- - - ~ - 

First, the committee has secured the services of an out-staluling 
chief counsel, Richard A. Sprague; he is one of the most effective and 
respected in\-"esligators in the country today. The committee has also 
been able to hire a. team of exceptionally able investigators, rcsea.rcl1- 
ers, and attorneys. There is absolutely no doubt that Mr. Sprague 
and his Staff can conduct a completely independent, dispassionatc, 
ol>jective, and thoroughly professional study, given time and adequate 
support. ' - ~ - 

In the very short time available, the committee has obtained ‘:1. 

substantial amount of information and evidence, and placed these 
under its control. Researchers and investigators have compiled, and 
indexed an immense amount. o1';na.tcrial, initiated seine invesl.igation:<, 
and lnost important, prepared the ground for the sustained efi'ort 
ahead. V 

. . . - 
- 

A

- 

' Second, fl10_C0l1‘lfl'lli-iQC!llRS defined its job and has a clear idea of how 
itis to be accomplished. " 

_ 
_ 

'
- 

The committee does not intend to prove or. disprove any theory 
concerning the assassinations it will study. 1'nstead,'tl:e committee 
will conduct a_completely' new, independent study. It will begin with 
the events, take the evidence available, verify that evidence, and 
reach reasonable conclusions based on tho available evidence: no 
more, no less. A 

. . . . .

’ 

I recognize that an approach of this kind will entail a sulzstzmtial 
amount of money, and “ill reiquire a large number of people; more- 
over, :1. study of this kind will take time, and cannot he subject to any 
rlcarllines. To have any meaning, the investigation must rely on 
unimpesieliable integrity. To do less than a completely thorough job 
would be to accomplish nothing at all. 
" The committee is unanimous in its conclusion that it must be able to 
rely completely on its own re-sourcc.=. \Te know that neither the F.l}I 
_i_i_or (.?l:\ r‘.OO})T.‘l‘2‘_i'(‘(l fullv {vitli __i he \l_'_rnjfeif Q_o_i_1_;1_1_i_i;_;4;i5'L1l;_i:i__1_l.l we lanpjy; 
that the li‘Bi[ llirector in W68 had p=1.<.sion:itc feelin-i-;s zzgainst Dr. 
1\i&l1‘iil1 Luther l"Ii:1g-——feeliri2;s that niiglit well liave been l'C'il(?CiB(l 

in less than objective work by his sulmrdinates. '_l‘hc.~<lcci.~:ion of the 
committee to rcl_\-' on its own stall rathr_~r than 1‘-Ixccutive agencies 
(lees not relleet on the integrit-_v or eilicienev of tliose ageiicies; but 
we are determined that this he a completely independent study, 
not in any way alteetecl by the interests of any agency or group. 

(Io)
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Investigations of any kind arc c.\'pt-nsive. .Fc\v people, perhaps 
few of in};-' collt-agues, realize how cost-l_v even a simple in\'cst~igation 
can be. The scope ol this stutly, and the fact that evidence and 
witnesses are scattered far and wide, the coinplc.\it-y of cm-r_ving out 
two major homicide investigations at once, will make this a very 
expensive effort-. But I am satisfied that the study must be iude- - 

pendent, mu.~.:t be thorough, and that every finding must be as thor- 
oughly verified as humanely possible, or the entire ellort will be 
meaningless. ' ' 

_ 

' i 

Third, the connnittee has demonstrated its competence. In the very 
short amount. of time it has had available, the committee has accom- 
plished miracles of organization, defined its work, and begun an ex- 
tremely coinplex set of investigations. It is dilticult to imagine how it 
could have accomplished more. than it _lias, especially undertlie very 
adverse conditions it" has been forced to operate under. -' ' 

' 
- 

_ 

,- 

I believe the committee has demonstrated that it has a. _real'_tasl< to 
accomplish. If it is permitted to proceed, the committee can settle 
hundreds of questions about the murder of President Kennedy and 
that of Dr. King- Beyond that, tlie'_co_n1niitt.ee c:m shed light on the 
larger issue of political murder and violence. We should not foreget that 
President Ford had his own narrow escapes; no Member of the 1-louse 
should forget‘th;at the Capitol Building was bombed; and no Member 
of the House should forget that welive and worl; under increasingly 
tight security measures. 

V

. 

It is necess:n'_v today to have a vast police force in and around the 
Capitol, It is necessary to have television monitors on every door.'It is 
necessary to have parcels X-rayed. 
Every airline passenger must-be subjected to an electronic search 

for metal, and lmggage carried aboard airplanes, and even into board- 
ing areas, must be X~rayed.- ‘ 

" ' ' “ '

- 

Visitors to the Supreme Court must be cleared. ‘ 

New gates and increasingly sophisticated surveillzuice devices 
surround and protect the White House. A whole new police force is 
em loyed to protect Embassies. ' 

" '

. 

illl of this reflects an age of political violence; all ol it has come 
about since 1963. All of it shows that we have not learned the answer 
to the crucial question: Why? ’ ' 

That-, as I see lit, is the ultimate task of the Select Cormnittee——to 
find out not just what happened, but why. i

. 

If we can answer that question, it rnay be possible to end political 
violence, and begin taking down the security measures that repress all 
of us, and represent a. genuine threat. to free govcrmnent. Political 
violence is not inevitable, and it is not inexplicable. "Hie Select Com- 
mittee may, and I hope will, shed light on why these events took place, 
and why they slnidow all our lives, even tod:1y—and ho"-.v we can begin 
to end political violence -and the omnipresent threat of it, which is, 
in fact, a threat. to free government itself. ‘

t 

“ ' - ~. ‘ 1-I1-zxnv B. Goxzixnez. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL VIEWS OF CONGRESSPERSONS LOUIS 
" ST OKES,‘ WALTER E. FAUt\7TRO.Y, YVONNE BRATH- 
_WAI'l‘E BURKE, AND HAROLD E. FORD _ 

' The purpose of these supplemental views is to strongly emphasize 
our concurrence in the recoininendat-ion contained in the committee's 
report. In our opinion, the House of Represent-atives took 21. giant step 
toward restoring the faith of the American people in their Govern- 
ment when, in the 94th Congress, it passed House Resolution 1540 
by st majority vote of 280 to 65 and established _the Select Commit-tee 
on Assassinations. Just this past week, the latest Gallup Pool told us 
that S0 percent of the American people do not believe that either Lee 
Harvey Oswald or James Earl Ray acted nlone in the murders of 
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. They 
feel that their Government has not told them all t-lint it knows or that 
it is in position to find out about the brutal assassinations of two oi the 
most important leaders of the Post 'Wo1-ld War II era. ' 

.~ The f0ll0Wil1g article appeared in the Washington Post on December 
26, 1976, and read asfollowsz _ 

1 ; 

' ‘ 

As the House Select Connnittee on Assassinations begins 
' 

its investigations‘, the overwhelnu'ug majority of Americans 
. believe that others besides Lee llzirvey Oswald were involved 

in the assassination of President Kennedy in Dallas on No- 
vember 22, 1963. ' 

. 
V. 

' ' 

_ 
In the latest survey, just completed, 80' percenttbink ~ 

.1 others were involved in the assassination, while only 11 pcr- .- 

cent think Oswald acted alone. Nine percent do not e.\'p1'css an 
opinion. Persons with £1 college baclzgrouiul, while overwhelm- 
ingly of t-he opinion that some form of conspiracy was in- 
~volved, are less inclined to hold this view than are. persons V 

with less than a college background. . 

~ - 

Approximately one-half of the survey respondents who 
believe others were involved did not name :1 specific group. ~ 

' Among those who <.lid,1l1owever, Cuba 01-.T.’remi.er Fidel Castro 
. were mentioned inos"t often. Other responses frequently 
given are “tl1e.Mafia," “Communists,” "and the Central 

O Intelligence Agency. ' 

' 

'

V 

'l.‘he. saine survey also shows that few ;i\1l)(‘!‘iC£l1\.'$ believe ~ 

"-Jiunes Earl Ray zicted on his own in the assassination of the 
Revcned Doctor" I\'lartin Luther King, Jr. in Muinphis on 
.-_‘\pril '1, 1968. Only 13 percent hold this view, while (it) pel'— 

cent think others \vere iu\'ol\'ed and 13 percent do not 
C)£|)l‘t‘.'<S an opinion. » 

O./‘in iaivetstigatiou into the assassin1ttions'oi i':L‘2lllC(l_Y and 
King was re<':eutl_y begun by the 1|e\\'l_\' established ii'i_()tl.'\IC 

Select Committee on .-'\ssassil1ath>l1s~—1he sixth to be con- 
ducted on a large scale by Go\'crmr.ent oflicials since Ken- 
ncd y was nsszlssiiiirtetl. A 

(13)
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'l.‘hus, in the case of the death of 1’resident. lionncdy, in spite of the 
“':n'rcn Commission investigation nnd the im'osti;-gntioiis by other 
Fcalcrnl flg'(_‘-l)Cl€$ and the U.S. Congress, the tinnl reports to the 
American people have lacked the tl*.ox'o'u,qlim\ss to allay their sus- 
picions t-hntl :1 conspiracy cxistecl which has not yet been imcovcred. 
In the case of J antes Earl Ra-_v and the King murder, the some general 
suspicions exist. T he threshold inquiries made into these two deaths 
by our present committee do not provide the ::.ns\vcrs to tliese rumors, 
theories, and suspicions. If these fears, tlicorics, suspicions, and 
rumors are to be put to rest and if t-he confidence of the American 
people to be restored in the invesliga-tive agencies of their Govern- 
ment, n thorough, competent and objective investigation into each 
of these deaths is an absolute necessity; . . 

» 
_ 

- 

_, _. 

This committee has proceeded in that \-'e"in. The committee lias 
selected Rh". Richard Sprngue, :1. prom‘-,nent. prosecuting attorney as 
chief counsel and director of its stutl‘. He is in the process of estab- 
lishing n. stafi of attorneys, investigator's, and :u.hninist_rative personnel 
who are ca.p:\.ble of exhibiting the highest degree of competence and 
proIessio1'mlism in the enormous task of im'est.iga.ting two murders. 
The \7Varren Commission was able to avail itself of the investigative 
personnel of numerous agencies such as the FBI, CIA, the Secret 
Service, the Justice Department, the State Dcpm'tmeu_t_, and the 
Internal Revenue Service. i 

. . 

-- 
_ ;_ ; 

~ -

‘ 

. The integrity of the result‘; of the in\-'estigatio_n by the Select 
Committee on Assassinzrtions will be prediczmted upon a thorough, 
objective, lair, and impartial in\'e.stigat.ion by professional personnel, 
who will be independent and will be 1' ree from the taint of “investigat- 
ing themselves.” It is impera.t:ive, therefore, that these inininuun 
st-nil’ and budget re_connnendnt-ions which an-e being requested be 
granted by the 95th Congress. If in the final zumlysis we lizwe been 
able to hclp restore the faith and corificlence of the Ania-.1-ican people 
in their Government, this Congress will have justified the costs and 
will have endeared itself to the people whom we serve. i 

_ 
.
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" W,u.'rian E. FAUNTROY. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY vznws oF'coNcIi1sss.\iAN
V 

' 

- ‘OI-IARLESTHONE‘ " 

» 

" 

-

_ 

- I am in basic agreement with the Report of the Select Committee 
on Assassinations to the 94th Congress. I do, ho\\'ever,,\vish to make 
the following observations. V 

‘
" 

Unless this Select Committee maintains complete credibility \\-"ith 

the American public, its elforts will be in vain. Anything that sub- 
traets from the faith and confidence that the people of the United 
States have in this committee will greatly diminish the value of its 
final report. ’ 

' - 

p 

i ~ - 

-
. 

Therefore, I have been deeply concerned by the tendency of a 
majority on the "committee to conduct far too many meetings in 
executive session. I grant there will be some matters coming before 
the committee that should be heard in executive sessions. Examples 
of such ma-ttfeis are testimony that would endanger the national 
security and, in‘ special investigative hearings, such testimony or 
evidence that would tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate an 
individual who might be innocent. By and large, however, we can 
only serve the public well through _eonduet.ing_our sessions after 
adequate notice and in public. ~ 

' 

» . 

" 

. . . 

At the December 17, 1976, meeting of the committee, a. motion 
which I introduced was adopted unanimously by those present. It 
specifically provides in the reconstruction resolution of this committee 
for the 95th Congress that the committee, at its first meeting in 1977, 
must adopt rules for its conduct and that those rules must be in 
accordance with House of Representatives rules. " " - 

Rule XI provides that every committee of the House shall adopt 
written rules governing its procedure, and Rule XI 2(g)(1) provides 
that “Each meeting for-the transaction of business, including the 
markup of legislation, of each standing committee or subcommittee 
thereof shall be open to the public except when the committee or 
subcommittee, in open session and with a quorum present, deter- 
mines by rollcall vote that all or part of the 1'e1nainder of the meeting 
on that day shall be closed to the public.” Other meeting rules cover 
proper notice, specified re-coi'd keeping and some very limited excep- 
tions to open sessions. We can and must follow both the letter and 
spirit of these rules. 

Yes, by all means this Select Committee on Assassinations must 
operate scrupulously and diligently within the rules of the House. 
Furthermore, we must strive, within the rules, to be open and ac- 
cessible to the public and their rcpreseiitatives, the news media. For 
this committee, cre<libilit_‘,/ is everything. And credibility will best 
be served, as usual, by conducting public business in public. 

' Cn.\i:u~;s '_l‘no.\'E. 

(14)
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ADDl'l‘lO£\*AL VIEWS or ()(L\'GRESSM.»\N cnR1sr01>;"-ten 
- 

i 

I .- “'J.1)ODD ‘ 

“Independence, t-horougluiess, and openness” must be the guiding 
principles of these new investigations into the assassinations of .l.’resi- dent John 1*‘. liennedy and the Reverend Martin Luther King, J 2:. by our House Select Committee on Assassinal-ions. 

~ ~ In endorsing‘ this report,'I would __lil\‘e to take this'opportunil.y to . - ~ 

5- - . elaborate on these theines, and to underscore their nnportanee to the ultimate success or failure of our ellorts. I also want to share my personal views onthese inquiries, as the committee begins this anibi- ' 

tious undertaking. ' 

_ _ 

- I ' 
' v '

. As an early cosponsor of congressional resolutions calling for this Select Committee, I have long felt that there remain rnany u::::ns\rercd questions surrounding these nssnssinations——-expecially questir;-ns about the roles of the Federal agencies charged with investigating these 
terrible crimes. 

V 

‘ 

I ~ 
' 

-

" 

The specific questions highlighted in this report as to the conduct of the Central lntclligence Agency, and its apparent l:no\\.'ledge of some of Lee I-Iarvey Oswald’s activities in ;\.le.\'ico before the Kennedy 
assassination, are exam )l(-ES of just such continuing concerns. I 

Another_e.\'a-mple 1imle1sc0i"e<l in this document is the question of the Federal Burea.u of Investigat-ion’s reported su11'eillance of Dr. King, and whether F BI agents were in l\’[emphis and near the civil 
rights leader at the time of his death. 

_ 
- 

, 

- 
-

' 

The House Judiciary Subcommittee on Civil Rights, on which I serve andwhich has oversight responsibility for the FBI, found it 
nec'e_ssa.r_v last year to hold hearings about that agency’s xzctivities before and ‘after President ]§ennetly’s H5521-SSlIlI1-i-lf)ll. Alter taking part in those liearings, I can say our suhconnnittee raised more new questions about the FBI and theassassination than we received answers to old ones. ~ 

' 
' 

3 - 

' ' 

Since then, other pressing legislative rcsponsibilit-ies—snch as FBI. surveillance guidelines and bankruptcy law 1‘eforms—prcventcd our Judiciary Subcommittee frompursuing these new quest-ions, and the unanswered old ones, as fully as would have been desired. A 

‘ " 

The allegations of possible conspiracies, and of the possible with- holding ofevidence, are more of the many additional questions about these assassina.t_io_ns which should be laid to rest once and for all, so that these tragic chapters in American history can at last be closed. 
I think this new, Select Commit-tee represents a. unique opportunity for Congress and the American people to finally resolve the i~:suc:< still surrounding these murders, and I would hope the committee will be able to provide the answers to all these continuing questions. ' ' 

However, it must be pointed out that this committee-could, after 
its lengthy, e.\'haustive inquiries, st-ill reach the sanie conclusions about 
these. assassiuat-ions that other investigating bodies have before us. Or this committee might arrive at far different conclusions. " 

(15) .
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The American people have n. right to know the full SCOPES behind 
these assassinations. They have a. right to know the motives and 
reasons for them, how these deeds were accomplished, and who truly 
was responsible for them.

" 

This Committee, then, has a great responsibility to fulfill, and the 
ways it accomplishes this task are of the utmost importance. It is here 
where “Independence, thoroughness, and openness" count the most. 

“In<lepe.ndence”—~As mentioned before in these views and in the 
body of this report, major criticisms of past investigations of these

' 

assassinations focus heavily on the activities of the Federal justice 
and intelligence agencies charged with conducting the initial criminal 
inquiries. < - 

. 
. 

-~
, 

In light of the fact that these Federal agencies could be the subject 
of part of our invest-igation, it would be wholly inappropriate to em- 
ploy their services as has been (lone in past assassination studies. Such 
reliance on these agencies would prejudice the necessary impartiality 
and credibility of our inquiries. 

-

. 

. Therefore, it is crucial to the success of this committee that it retain 
an experienced, professional investigative and legal stall’ completely 
independent fro‘n these Federal Government agencies. This great 

» need for an independent staff is the primary reason. why the proposed 
committee budget totals what it does. _ 

- “Thoronghness”—I am pleased that the members of this commit- 
tee, and its stafl', are committed to pursuing every possible avenue of

' 

investigation and every conceivable theory and'lea<l_ahout these as- 
sassinations. _ _ 

‘ 
. . 

. 
_ v. 

". This determination to [ind definitive answers, if they exist, to all 
the questions surrounding the assassinations is significant, because 

the 

co1nmittee’s work must \V.l.l-llSl,{li1(l the tests of time which other in- 
A 

vest-igations apparently have failed to pass. -In 10, 20, 30, or 100 years 
after the end of our inquiries, the American people should not have to 
face the doubts about‘ these crimes whic.h exist today. , 

Our committee must go about its deliberations in the most consid- 
ered aud careful insnner possible—-—eschewing nialcing judgments and

' 

~ conclusions until all the evidence is gathered and evaluated. It is 

essential that the committee and staff approach these inquiries with 
completely open minds, so as to avoid possible charges _fro:n any 

" quarter that we are being less than objective. . 

A C.entra1_to_LL1e_thar_Q11i"<11i'-es“ of ‘“1%'_.il‘.Y§l$.!-~l=.“'11tl0sl1$..!‘Illll-Ztlllfil1e.‘.l‘§‘ 

.511-:1 1.’<>...¢>b.tz1.iJ1.¢;<.>I\I i<l@1_1'»ia1 
~<e11=§.i_t'u'_er .<21;£>.l:a§si{led_m.=i-*-9.1;i =1l..fP.£>.i1_1_E9_1l!=‘-T=1l _ 

.. agencies. In this regarrl, ]5'l)e"lie\/‘e tne committee should insist on full
- 

T":Eiiil"to't-kil7lisel'5§iii*e"§f 'Eill'i1'~'éle‘\5i'ii't“rl<}_c‘i1ments m‘1'-aw, raflier than _ 

_____"_e:(]ii__q_" 
<1'a'e'esza§z>z1',"ra rm . 

, 

l . 
' ‘he cornmittee should have the imlimited opportunity__to__m_al§e an 

‘ i1i(lcp'eii(h_Tn't::inZilj{sis of tl|’esii'di§c1ni"nents,' :unl"i't should not accv it 
-inv 

____pre5el_e5;_t-ion _Q1_1__sereeni1ig o'{,in_[o_r_1i\_at-i_o31 by__:_mv Zl<:r;opt<nnr:c 

0i.C<litml.0r..$.C1‘¢en@<l.inferlr1=\.ti.O.'1_£QU_l@l..i!%Ql!LEU!£E9_§!.1'l.e 
\*-"<»l<_'""°- Oi 
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To obtain the nece;<sm*_\' raw inl'orm:1tion and do<:n\ne-nt:s, the Select 

Commit-tee should avoid the past e.\'pericnces of otlnrr congrc.ssion:1l. 
bedics.;\:1_1.iQ-5n1iasle__W.Itcaticsf’,E‘iili1Eil€§_l'7§s@§i§3l55155175¢¢'@§§Y0" 
iufor1nation._ e 
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The 1‘Cq\lll‘L‘-l'l1€IllS of a tliorough, ll1(l(‘[)_‘.‘I‘.(l(_'H!. lH‘.'(‘.Sl»lf_f;\ll01l must 
not. he compronused away L:-ll_E()_tlg_l1~_‘ffi!‘Q§l£r(§,:j__lllul‘_l:-li9__L:Ol)!ll_iL_l§§ 
must he '\'.'illii.i" to employ all appropriate inemis, inclurluig coiitoiiipt. 
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of Congress eitatioiis, to oht-mu needed infoi'imil.io:i. 'll|c cciiniiiil-tee 
r111-t_i1ei-n1zs'r¢'iiin§t' be Willi£i'g,F to'“i"igoi'ously "pursue siil)1)'oriiLi§;"'iind '<';<$i'1- 

tenipt citations to the fullest 1eglLl_§-:\1ciit_p_o§§i}ilc in 
secure i'c.levnnt l11l‘Ol‘Il1_'§ll,l()_ii:-_m_ 

In iiisisting on total clisclo:.<ure ol rclevzuia‘, age-.n<-.y info:-inution 
rclatmg to the !2$Sfl.$:§l11{1.l-l011S, the comnuttce inusl; rerog_(m::o :1 pal-u— 
mount 1'espoii:~'il>ility to ensure the Sz!»f(‘l(£‘E])li1g and coiificlcnt-=.:~.lit_\' of 
such niaterials through \=:liatever elaborate sccuril._~,' ineasiires and 
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- ¢.' 1; u persoiinel clearance pioce(luie>, me IlCC8.>‘=&l-1). lne act. OI leaning 
miy such }11{[.t>'3-}'}§1.lS should face the niost severe ])(’]1z‘llll€$, also.

_ 

- Lastly in the area of “tl1orougline;js,” l would cant.-ion the Ainericoii 
people to also {'W'01(l i'e=1cln"ng pi'e:ii:1wro coiicluszous about the nature, 
progre=_ss and i'c.~:.uli"s ofthe comm1ttee's_ cxniiiiiiations. 

_ __
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lb would be iiusleading for the public to view corrunit.tee-(l_eliliem- 
tions and he.~i.r1ngs about S1)€(_Zll'l(;‘:1-ll€g2l?.l(){l§,_ ob:~;er\-'utions, Llieones, 
ct cetern regn.rduig_ the assassiiiatioiis us ollicial cn_doi'sem_eii_‘ts oliiie 

~ validit-y of these piecesaof iiifoniiation. .. . 
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' Until an}; interim or final coniinittee i'epoi'ts set forth conclusive 
findings from the" iiivestigations, any (leliberat-ions and ll(i:'1I'lIlg$, a_nd 
their contents, should be viewed as pint of the overall process li_y.\\']uc_li 
we are at-teiuptiug to determine the l;I'\_ltl'\l‘Llll18$SA or lulsit-_'; of all lllbi 
infoi-malioii. ' " ,- - 

“Openness"—-—Cl0ai"ly, the question wlietlier to hold iiieetings and 
hem-iiigs in public or in closed session is one of the most; (hfhcult with 
which the cominitt-ee nnisf. deal. The obli<_'nt-ion ll1‘.3, as an :n-in o. 0. 

public inst-itntion, Congress, to do its busiiiess in pubh_c niu.<_t._be 
balanced by the need to protect the confidentiality of CO!‘lZ~:1-I11 5:‘-Q-11Sll.1Ve 
infornmt-ion. 
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I believe that a meeting or a hearing of our C0l)1l11‘.l.l,0€.‘-_Sl10lll(l.l)(5 

closed only when it has been deiiiozistrated tlmt an executive session 
is necessniy toz. t 
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(1) -protez-.6 the coiistitut-ional nglits and ssilet-_\_r of witn csses; 

~ '“’ 
e 

(2) avoid ]B0|)£l-I‘(lI7.l11g the ongoing iiivestigaiions, such as by 
- . ‘risking loss of potential evidence; :md,- . 

(3) safeguiircl national defense mfoi-ina.tion_ ~ 

(lecision hto cl0se_a meetuig or hearing should he made by fl. 

ro on , mt ier t- an a. voice, vote; ~ 
~ 

V
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During the course of t-he coiiniuttee’s 1TlVC§l»\g2).l,iO1'_\S, 2% plate-zius 
are I‘€z1.Cl\€(l1\\Fl:l8I‘8 S1gIl‘§lfi(E]i1I1l3 0\'l(;fI\CQ has Wen veriliecl, alflow2i}ig 
V2ll'lOllS conclusions to e rawn, t en it won c seem proper or J6 
coininittee to hold open sessions, or to issue intcnin report-5, to keep 
the |_ibl'c infoi"":ed of its work. ~ 

' ’ ' 

This chiiiiiiittcle has an 0bl.igation toicouducl. as nuich of its business 
as ])05Sil)l6 in open sessions, where the Aineiicnii people can follow our 
im'estig:il.i(>i'is iillil judge for t.l1eni;<elve.'~". how well or poorly we are 
(lisclim'_ging our re;<pon1<iliilities. Such openness, I sulmut, IS cssc-ritual 
to estziblisliiiig the credibility of our coiiunittce and of llie l‘C$LilIr.‘ of 
its ll‘i\'GSil£§:ltl()}\S - 

' 

Tlie American people should have the 0ppoi'tuiiil.y to ol>.sei"\'e ho\v_ 
the 11‘l6IfilZ)8l‘S of this commit-tee question \\’llI‘\(§$S€.\I. Tlie public >.'l10lll(.l 
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be allorded as many iiisiglits as possible into the actual workings of 
the investiga-t-ions, because such participation will mean that our 
final conclusions \vill be more credible to all .-\.n1ericans. ' 
During floor debate on the House resolution establishing the com- 

mittee, a major a.r_<»_;un1ent in its favor was that, unlike past investiga- 
tions, we would allow the people to oversee our deliberations. Such 
openness, it was argued, would help to. quell public mistrust of 
Congress and of our governing process, in general. This argument 
remains valid today. 
Our committee might finally conclude that past inwstilgations of 

the lie-nnedy and King assa.ssiua.tions were correct in their findings, 
thus rejecting the many alternative theories now circulated. Or we 
lnight show seine of these theories to be correct. A -

- 

What is as important here as any specific conclusion we might 
reach, is that we allow a reasonable, open process to work, and that 
we dc-monstrate to the people that we are giving each and every theory 
thorough scrutiny before accepting or rejecting it. In this way, no 
one in the future, will be able to challenge the coininitt-ee’s integrity 
and responsibility, as past investigations have been challenged. T 0 further dernonstrate the connnitt-ee’.s eonnnitinent to conducting 
an open inquiry, anrl to allow discussion in the near future of the best 
way to strike a. balance between our public obligation. and the need 
to maintain a certain level of eonlidentialit-y,'I "again would ur_:";e the 
conunittee to draft a comprehensive policy statement or set of rules 
dealing with these issues. Policy or conirnittee rules re"a.rdin<' the 

_ _ _ 
ca :1 

"ll:1ll(ll2I_!g of sensitive documents, and statements to the press by 
individual members, also shouldbe proposed for <liscu.=.sion. Such 
rules or policies should be debated and voted on by the committee 
at an open session early next year. - 

.

' 

In summary, I feel that the Select Committee has -made a. productive 
beginning, and by this report, has demonstrated that it should be 
roconstituterl as quickly as possible in the 95th Congress to allow the 
investigations to proceed without a loss of continuity or momentum. 
I urge all my colleagues in Congress to support such a reestablislnnent 
of the comraittee. - » 
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I*'urt.-lierinore, I believe that only through indepemlence, thorough- 
ness, and" opennes will the committee earn and continue to-receive 
the l'ull_snppo.rt of the Ainerican people to pursue these deliberations 
along whatever paths -the investigations might lead, including the 
ilI'Il_1'SiQ1)S“]11£t%(lC(l. to enforce subpoenas -and~conte1upt of Congress 
citations. ' 
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And ‘it will he onlj.-' by foll‘o\\"ing'tliese guiding principles that the 
committee-, and its work, will;be~acceptablcto -the A.u1e1'ican people 
as providing proper answers to the disturbing questions which still 
sinrouiul the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and The 
1;i(3\'t‘-l'Cl1tl Martin Luther King, Jr. A _e 
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