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OLC from George Bush 

Re“ The Death of Roselli.. 

Pursuant to our meeting on the Hi 
Inouye and Baker, I called Ed L 
the Attorney General. 

I told him that I would like to 
FBI get into the Roselli case. He 
there is a meeting today to talk 
it'and feels there may be a qw 
FBI to involve itself. 

I explained that since there had 

in the murder, I was most anxiou 
see the matter fully investigated 

evi, 

s to 
the Senators suggesting CIA was

e CIA would be offciailly exonerat 
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1. During the period September 1960 through February 1963, Johnny Roselli was utilized by the Agency in support of operations designed to assassinate Fidel Castro. Attached hereto is a detailed summary of Roselli's involvement in these operations which had been prepared for the DCI on 9 December 1970." '
' 

2. During the initial phase of the operation, Mr. James P. O'Connell, a retired senior Office of Security employee, contacted Mr. Robert Maheu, asking Mr. Maheu to identify some- one within the underworld who would have contacts within the Cuban gambling syndicates. Mr. Maheu (a former contract employee of the Office of Security who had been utilized in various sensitive operations) introduced Mr. O'Connell to Roselli, who was believed to be a member of the Las Vegas underworld syndicate. Following this initial contact in September 1960, Roselli recruited other members of the underworld (Sam Giancana, Santos Trafficante, et al.) to assist in the attempts to assassinate Castro. ,
~ 

3. Following the failure of the initial attempts which had been primarily handled by the Office of Security, Roselli was turned over to Mr. William K. Harvey, a former senior DDO . officer, who continued to utilize Roselli's underworld contacts in various unsuccessful attempts to assassinate Castro. Mr. Harvey's operations involving Roselli began in early 1962 and were terminated in February 1963. Mr. Harvey subsequently retired from the Agency in 1967, and he died of a heart attack on 9 June 1976. 

4. Although Roselli‘s operational activity on behalf of the Agency had been terminated in February 1963, Mr. Harvey, and to a lesser extent Mr. O'Connell, were in contact with Roselli during the period 1964 through.approximately 1970. 
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These later contacts primarily concerned.Roselli's legal difficulties culminating in his 1967 conviction by the Department of Justice on six counts of illegal entry into the United States, and his 1969 conviction on a conspiracy charge related to a "rigged" $400,000 card game. ' “ ' ‘ 

c 
-

’ 

5. While serving his prison sentence in the Federal 
"I Penitentiary in Seattle, Washington, the Immigration and Naturalization Service (IGNS) began deportation proceedings against Roselli. Roselli's attorney told the Agency that if f we did not intercede with IGNS on Roselli's behalf, he would ' 

expose his involvement with the Agency. On l8 November 1970, the then DCI, Mr. Helms, flatly refused to intercede with IGNS, although the Agency was meeting with IGNS regarding the status of the deportation proceedings as late as March 1971. There .. 
9 has been no Agency contact with Roselli since approximately 

1970, and at that time the limited contacts were of an unofficial nature through Mr. Harvey, Mr. O'Connell and/or Mr. Maheu. 
6. The Agency's use of underworld figures to assassinate 

E Castro has appeared widely in the news media, with the first 
_ 

public exposures occurring circa 1967, with more detailed accounts which identified Roselli appearing in the January-February 1971 
- Jack Anderson Columns in the Washin ton Post. The recent Congressional investigations of the Agency have prompted renewed 

publicity in this regard, and the 18 November 1975 Senate Select Committee report entitled "Alleged Assassination Plots Involving Foreign Leaders" contains an accurate and very detailed summary of Roselli's activities on behalf of the Agency. 
7. It should be noted that at no time was Roselli under 

formal contract with the Agency, and other than some minor 
reimbursements for expenses during the 1960-1963 period, Roselli V" did not receive any monies for his involvement in the operations. 
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- MEMORANDUM roR= Director of Central Intelligence 
p-_m. 

SUBJECT = ROSELLI, Johnny
l 

P" ,-\f__;- 1. This memorandum is for information only. 4 _..___......m__,_ 

Z. In August 1960, Mr. Richard M. Bissell approached 
Colonel Sheffield Edwards to determine if the Office of Security had assets that may assist in a sensitive mission requiring 

. gangster-type action. The mission target was Fidel Castro. 3 

, 

~ 

, 

, 
~

i 
" 3. Because of its extreme sensitivity, only a small group

_ was made privy to the project. The DCI was briefed and gave his 
approval. Colonel J. C. King, Chief, WH Division, was briefed, '1' 

- but all details were deliberately concealed from any of the ' 

JMWAVE officials. Certain TSD and Commo personnel partici- 
pated in the initial planning stages, but were. not witting of the 

1 purpose of the mission.
I

I

I

I 

0 
, _ 

1 4. Robert A. Maheu was contacted, briefed generally on 
' " 

_ the project, and requested to ascertain if he could develop an __ 
M 

- 
. entree into the gangster elements as the first step toward accom- » 

i - plishing the desired goal. 
4

_ 

5. Mr. Maheu advised that he had met one Johnny Roselli 
on several occasions while visiting Las Vegas. He only knew him casually through clients, but was given to understand that 
he was a high-ranking member of the "syndicate" and controlled —~--- 
all of the ice-making machines on the Strip. Maheu reasoned ~ 

~ that, if Roselli was in fact a member of-the" clan, he undoubtedly ' 

had connections leading into the Cubarfigambling interests. i 
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6. Maheu was asked to approach Roselli, who knew Maheu 
as a personal relations executive‘ handling domestic and foreign 
accounts, and tell him that he had recently been retained by a. 
client who represented several international business firms 
which were suffering heavy financial losses in Cuba as a result 
of Castro's action. They were convinced that Castro's removal 
was the answer to their problem and were willing to pay a price ‘ 

of $150, 000 for its successful accomplishment. It was to be made 
clear to Roselli that the U. S. Government was not, and should not, 
become aware of this operation. 

7. The pitch was made to Roselli on 14 September 1960 at 
the Hilton Plaza Hotel, New York City. His initial reaction was V 

to avoid getting involved but, through Maheu's persuasion, he 
agreed to introduce him to a friend, Sam Gold, who knew the 
"Cuban crowd." Roselli made it clear he did not want any money 
for his part and believed Sa'm would feel the same way. Neither 
of these individuals was ever paid out of Agency funds. 

8. During the week of 25 September, Maheu was introduced 
to Sam who was staying at the Fontainebleau Hotel, Miami Beach. 
It was several weeks after his meeting with Sam and Joe, who was 
identified to him as a courier operating between Havana and Miami, 
that he saw photographs of both of these individuals in the Sunday 
supplemental "Parade." They were identified as Memo Salvatore 
Giancana and Santos Trafficant, respectively. Both were on the 
list of the Attorney General's ten most-wanted men. The former 
was described as the Chicago chieftain of the Cosa Nostra and 
successor to Al Capone, and the latter, the Cosa Nostra boss of 
Cuban operations. Maheu called this office immediately upon as- 
certaining this information. 

9. In discussing the possible methods of accomplishing this 
mission, Sam suggested that they not resort to firearms but, if 
he could be furnished some type of potent pill, that could be 
placed in Castro's food or drink, it would be a much more effective 
operation. Sam indicated that he had a prospective nominee in the 
person of Juan Orta, a Cuban official who had been receiving kick- 
back payments from the gambling interests, who still had access 
to Castro, and was in a financial bind‘. 
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10. TSD was requested to produce six pills of high lethal 
content. 

' ll. Joe delivered the pills to Orta. After several weeks 
of reported attempts, Orta apparently got cold feet and asked out 
_of the assignment. He suggested another candidate who made 
several attempts without success. 

12. Joe then indicated that Dr. Anthony Verona, one of the 
principal officers in the Cuban Exile Junta, had become disaffected with the apparent ineffectual progress of the Junta and was willing 
to handle the-mission through his own resources. 

13. He asked, as~a prerequisite to the deal, that he be 
given $10, 000 for organizational expenses and requested $1, O00 worth of communications equipment. 

14. Dr. Verona's potential was never fully exploited, as 
the project was canceled shortly after the Bay of Pigs episode. Verona was advised that the offer was withdrawn, and the pills were retrieved. ' 

S 15. Of significant interest was an incident which involved 
a request levied by Sam upon Maheu. '

» 

' 
' 

“ At the height of the project negotiations, Sam 
expressed concern about his girlfriend, Phyllis McGuire, who he learned was getting much attention from Dan 

' 

_ Rowan while both were booked at a Las Vegas night club. \ ' Sam asked Maheu to put a bug in Rowan's room to deter- 
mine the extent of his intimacy with Miss McGuire. The 
technician involved in the assignment was discovered in 
the process, arrested, and taken to the Sheriff's office 
for questioning. He called Maheu and informed him that 
he had been detained by the police. This call was made 
in the presence of, the Sheriff's personnel. 

Subsequently, the Department of Justice an- 
nounced its intention to prosecute Maheu along with 

- the technician. On 7 February 1962, the Director of
4
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Security briefed the Attorney General, Robert 
Kennedy, on the circumstances leading up to 
Maheu's involvement in the wiretap. At our re- 
quest, prosecution was dropped. 

_ 
16. In May 1962, Mr. William Harvey took over as Case 

Officer, and it is not known by this Office whether Roselli was used operationally from that point on.
_ 

17. It was subsequently learned from the FBI that Roselli had been convicted on six counts involving illegal entry into the United States. Our records do not reflect the date of conviction, 
but it is believed to have been sometime during November 1967. 

A 

18. On Z December 19b8, Roselli, along with four other 
individuals, was convicted of conspiracy to cheat members of the Friars Club of $400, 000 in"a rigged gin Qlmmy game. 

19. Mr. Harvey reported to the Office of Security of his 
contacts with Roselli during November and December l967 and January 1968. It was his belief that Johnny would not seek out 
the Agency for assistance in the deportation proceedings unless he actually faced deportation. Roselli expressed confidence that he would win an appeal. . 

' 

- 

A

- 

‘ Z0. On 17 November 1970, Maheu called James O'Connell, 
Roselli's first Case Officer, to advise that Maheu's attorney, Ed Morgan, had received a call from a Thomas Waddin, Roselli's 
lawyer, who stated that all avenues of appeal had been exhausted, and his client now fa\ces deportation. Waddin indicated that, if someone did not intercede on Roselli's behalf, he would make 
a complete expose of his activities with the Agency. 

' Zl. On 18 November 1970, you were briefed on the latest 
development in this case, and it was decided that the Agency would not in any way assist Roselli. Maheu was so advised of 
the Agency's position, and he was in complete agreement with 
our stand. He further advised that he was snot concerned about
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any publicity as it affected him personally should Roselli decidé 
A _ 

to tell all. He stated he would advise us promptly of any develop- ' 

éékiii" ments that he may become aware of in this matter.
I 

<¢¢@~%P,
2 Director of ecurity 4
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By jm-I; ‘.(,,,-](~,_mn ‘job hr Robert Maheu. a tor-.-‘Sir-srlli “ith deadly poisonlis still on the CIA payroll 
mcr H3! nzcnt uho admittcdfcapsules which he tried ["»"" -'l'Tlml‘~"d M "5 3 "1"" '--iiif'::. The m3"m'ry mm whom "mite us that he had l'l3n(‘llt"Cl'lll"l-.tl1Z‘(lUZh a relative of Car-tr0's:5h'5) “ml n"""m 3"‘: "Fl"-'-' 

I -- -I 
' 

l 

' ' 'to'di.= s- ll -r-i CI.\ a.-:5-.‘ l'- V-— Central Intelliwnce J\~enc\,m_ . 
. 

- - CU = l F I I 
~ *' - rcover assicnments for the chef to plant. in the dictators . 

- , .. -- . 

recruited to assasrinate Cuba's‘ _ 
' "3nny.$a'd he ,1"! ‘1 h'"h " 

5 

_' H ; 
' 

‘" " ' ' 
_' =t">!\. tle r(fu=¢'-'1.hr\~--rwr.toi[""fl.L-=!t¢r. marlzsmen armed|i_1ard" for Rngfglli £1111 ,-,;;.» 

I - *""‘l Q-"-"F" h 1‘ h\"‘" l-Rd "P ri:_=ru!=.'= the ¢lr:;r11=. Tiziz. i.=. ll"-°|\llHl l'l!.".'lT?')‘»\".‘{€('l Bel-;;\an ri-lthe I-'riar'.< Club ca.-"e a "!.'l.. 

same Alaheu. incitlent..1liy_whoifles attempted to infiltrate mp," said 1{;1r\';_-y; "Th
_ 

is now involved in a l(‘:al hat-!ClO.<0 enough to gun Castro 1.-I-33,--5 Club _;n,|;flm,_.m i 

tlr~ over phantom hiii:onaire;do\rn. 
_ 

- ph,,m,_ R0581“ had no mare, 
lloward Hughes‘ Nevada opcr- .-\ll told. so: a.<.<.1.<.=in1tion at-;dq with that than I hm," 
ations. , 

tempts were made, the la’-t in R._;=¢|;i'5 1_1.~.-yors are n'"' 
ltoselllwas so flattered over the Sprinz of 1953- ThY°"1h--m~;n.~ to gr}! q-1.;-n~_~-~'--.~ :>'.,><».'- 

being asked to perform a se- out this period, lloselliworked thleiraclient. citing our stori-:"*"~':"~;' 

cret mission for the U.S. gov- under the direct super.’ ' 

bout his secret CM Sen-;cc_ '
' 

ernment that he paid all l1i's‘i7>T)wo secret CIA agents. \\'il- --——- 
e.\"pc-nsc-s out ot his 0v¢n‘l|_tIln l_lar\'ey and James (Big I?;‘.L,m.ms Fiasco 
pocket and risked his neck lo Jim) OConnell.. » 

.

I land the assassination teams./"\ - l 

Una" pressure 'I'°m l 

on the Cuban coast. Roselli’s Reward firearms lobby. the T1'@as"' 
In James Bond fashion, he The FBI which got wind of Department has failed to r 

livid V-'|Il5P¢l'9d meeliflls in the assassination plot. has force a vital section of tl 

' lin the sick ward ct the Los' 
' Anzeles County jail. 
. llc is handsome, hawk-faced! 
' John Roselli. once a dashinzl 

figure around Hollywood and 
Las Vegas. now a gray. 66- 
year-old inmate with a respira- 
tory ailment. 

' ‘ Confidential I-‘Bl files.iden- 
tify him as "2 top :\lafia fig- 
ure" who watched over “thel 
concealed interests in Lasi 

- Vegas casinos of the Chicago 
i underworld." '

_ 

ltoselli has admitted to 
friends that he was a rum run- 

' ner durint! the Itoarinti Twen- 
ties. ()pt‘t'3lln;1 alon: the East 

is Coast, he learned how to evade 
; Coast Guard cutters and po- 

lice patrols. 
llis name later became 

linked with the bit':eSt names 
E in the Chic-.120 and Los Ance- 
i les underworlds. lle also de- 
a veloped contacts in the Cuban_ 

' underworld boforc Castro took] 
1 over the Ilavana gambling ca- 

. 
'} sinos. 
3 lie had the rieht back- 
,§ ground for a hush-hush mis- 

', sion that the CIA was plan- 
‘ninil in 1061. As part of the 
Bag: of Firs inv:~.=ion.t.l18 Cl.-\ 
hoped to Ln-w.-l: off Castro and, 
‘leave Cuha leads.-rlcss.

’ 

--< 

-.'-_—»_-1--

1 ¢-; 

-.... 

' ‘Risks Neck
C 

' 

Roselll was recruited for the 

Miami Beach hotels with Cu- med to pump 3059111 for in 
bans willine to make an at- formation, Bug he was sworn 19gfitcdfra1fir:arn:s:c§'“pl , 

lf‘ml"l ‘"1 C?\5ll'°'$ m°- Om?» to silence by the CI.-\. and llp‘ M aw “"5 p‘S‘N 
~-,- ._ 

he tilllvd on Chitralio Terkel to this moment, he hasn't hro-U19 murders °f 3°"- R"' "'7?" 

hoss Sam Giancana to line up ken it. Kennedy and Dr. Martin ' 

t Th f'd "ti l . ther King, It authorizes 1"‘-" It C0n!fl¢- 1' C0" I Q11 8 Meanwhile. the Justice De 
filns report. that Giancana had pm-tm@m_ as part 0;‘ 1|; crack. Treasury Secretary to requ- 
'-gambiing interest and an in. down on organized U-gmm full reports of all firearms ar 
"T05! in (hf? Shrimp busifit‘-*5 tried to nail lloselli. The FBI =""‘""""l‘l°" $"l9*- '

- 
' C 5 ," 11 tl Cl‘ h- For the two years that 1! "l- U--I °“’¢\'¢l‘. 18 11- discovered that his C ICBEO 
taco :.'aI1i!5l@l' milk R0 dif¢¢l hirth records had been forged, law has h°°" l" f°"°“- ‘f 

part in the assassination plot. that his name was 1-Qglly yr- Trcasur;-'_ Dvvarltm-nt_ tins 5 

R0501" made mififlitlhl lippo Sacco and that he had """=\l ll"-s. Ri3' ]')I'O\‘iSlOl\-‘L 
dashes to Cuba with his hired game to this gmmtry {mm Elm ifldll5ll'l' M5 C0fl\P|-°""' 
assassins in twin powerboats. Italy as a (mild, 11¢ was cnn. it Woltld be 8 bo0kl<¢<1l"~.;_:- 
0M9 8 Cuban PHl1'°l shin for failing to register as “i¥Mma“‘-

' 

turned its nuns on his dark-‘;m31ien_ - - 

encrl boat. tore a hole in the He was also com-l¢tr_-d for 
bottom and sank the boat. Rn-_conspiracy to til‘, card ;.1mes' 
selli was frsliml out of thclat. Los An;eles' e.\'clusi\-ea 
water by tiweotlirr hr-at. which‘ '.-.r's Club. “"5 
escaped into the shadows. . Cf Roselli's two CI.-\ a.<.;=<»- 

ln earlier columns, we e- ciales. Harvey has now retiredll 
ported how the Cl.~\ furnish d to Indianapolis and O'Connell 

The federal got-ernmtj—— 
which would have to comr 
al! the sales rh'”'\. I"!-< 

been reluctant to sirmfl ' 

<20-7 million it '-vou?-i l-1-.t 

Z~_OI1ll‘tlit'.‘i'$‘\F'l’l"l .<‘|:.ft to m 
ain the iircai-ms tiles. 
I!‘ l97l.Eett-P-lrfiureS*n-l:'1'l'- I 

A _

I 

I»! |‘---
\ 

1.

I 

l 
‘ ' 

- 
' " "'" ’ ""=‘ " "“_'“"."#'-‘"7"’ "-_rr-'--' -a ~ '"*~::"fv-' ':"~_~“"‘ “I ‘ .""1rY-"*fv-'r~:.--—~;.v_v=;---¢-¢--;-;»;--,---......,:.;,.. .. .. . . -,. ,- . .-‘ -_. , . . .... .. vvq i

.I 
' ' - . 5.; - _. 

¢ , . .
' - ' 5\-.-._-2,

¢

1 

\ - .
f 

__i__ V .._*..______, ______ : . 
- 

_
- 

,-. 0 

-- 

» . 

'_ 
_f 

Jr 
. . , 

‘ - 
. . ~ \ , , . 

. 0
- 

t=_ " - _ _ 

' 
-__ -. - .- ;i ~ 5 .._ s 

' _ - ~ _t.t__.__t..__..?_i______ _. 
~ ~ ~ -- _-' _ _+.-_ _~ -x . -- _.-~ - - - , _ ~ ~,- - --#~ 

-_ ._._ _. ___._ ._ 
-' 

_ 
.._ _ - - .. , _ 

- 
. _,.-_ --.-. _ ‘ ‘ . ' _>-»- - ,_>- -- _ » _ -.~.---~ _ _ ._ _ __-, , - -



._ 
g - 

' an " 
Q , — 

U '

O 
.

-
1 

. ~

I

v

I 
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y ur 
Locked in tat» darkest re-Z 

ceases of the Central Intelll- 0 gence Agency is the story of
t 

against Cuba's Fidel Castro. 
For 10 years, only a few key d 

ble secret. They have sworn 
learned the details from 
sources whose credentials are 

the CIA-but insisted it had 

six assassination attempts h 

never to talk. Yet we have‘ 

beyond question. 1 

We spoke to John_ MeCone, to_a rooftop within shooting selii, a ruggedly handsome who headed the CIA at the distance of Castro before they gambler with contacts in both time of the assassination at- were apprehended. This hap- the Americanand Cuban un- l9mPi5- H8 8<‘l<fl0WiEdtZ€d U18 pened around the last of Feb-‘derworlds. to arrange the as- ides had been discussed inside ruary or first of March, 1963. sassination. The dapper, hawk- 
'\ ~ heen “rejec t ed lmmedi- dent Kennedy was gunned ri 

r before the motley mvad i3i.€ against President Ken complete “ilh secret trysts at . s landed on the island. Their n 
rival was expected to touch 

dy. 

6 Attenspts to Kill Castro laid to @114; 
1: J .1. Anrlerson M» Q ' ' 

-

. 

glittering ‘tilaml Beach hotels ' P 
. 

_' r To set up the Castro assassi- and mid night powerboat Q ff a general uprising, which na

r 

he Communist militia would,.i__...._E_e't hiaihcduu a “rm” -‘FBI 
ave had more trouble putting 

:1 
gen I shadowy contacts, 
ho had handled other under- °“'" w“h°“t'the charismatic cover assignments for the CIA 

After the first attempt T9 
alied, five more assassination 

ast team reportedly made it 

Nine months later, Presl- f 

people have known the terri- CHSIPO t0 188d them out of his Washington public 
lations office. He later 

moved to Las Vegas to head 
teams were sent to Cuba. '.l‘he llép 

billionaire Howard Hughes’ 
evada operations. 
itlaheu recruited John Ro- 

ccd ltoseili, formerly mar 
ed to movie actress June ateiy.” He vigorously denied down in Dallas by Lee Harvey Lang, was a power in the 

pated in any plot on C‘astro’s 

pened." 

sources. 
The plot to knock off Castro

v

4

\ 

t. 
' ° =- 

. 
' ; ."..1 

that the CIA had ever partici- 
iife. Asked whether the at- 
tempts could have been made 
with his knowledge, he re-' 
plied: "1t could not have hap- 

' 
We have complete confl- 

dence, however, in our 

‘began as part of the Bay of, 
‘Pitts opwaltnn '|'he Intent was 

_
' tn eliminate the Cuban dicta- how recruited Oswald iu :4-t.;yi-‘swrpt, of u James Bond movie, ;¢ ,,-H,;,,;,_M=q.,,,a,n¢,,“, L, , _ 

Oswald, a fanatic who pre- 
viously had agitated for Cas- 
tro in New Orleans and had made a mysterious trip to the 
Cuban Embassy in Mexico 
City. t Among those privy to the i 
CIA conspiracy. there is still a 
n a g g i n g suspieion-unsup- 

movie industry until his con- 
viction with raeketeen Willie 
Bioff in a million-dollar Holly- wood iabor shakedown. The 
CIA assigned two of its most 
rusted operatives, William 
larvcy and James (Big Jim) 
O'Connell, to the hush-hush 
murder mission. Using phony ported by the Warren Com- names, they accompanied Ro- 

mission's findings—that Cas- selli on trips to Miami to line 
tro. became aware of the U.S. 
pint upon his ilfr- anal some- 
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up the assassination teams. 
The full story reads like the 

on the Cuban coast. Once, 110-
j seill's boat was shot out from under him. 

For the first try the CIAI.» 
vrbli 

-
. 

furnished ltnsclll with special-It: 
poison capsules to slip into’! 
Castro‘: food. The pOiil0n wna 
supposed to take three days to 
act. By the time l'astro died, 
his system would throw olf all 
traces of the poison, so he 
would appear to be the victim 
of a natural if mysterious ail- 
ment. ‘ 

Roselli arranged with a _; Cuban. related to one of Cas- 
tro‘s,chefs, to plant the deadly 
pellets in the dictator’s food. On March 18, 1961. Rosclli de- I 
ilvered the capsules to his con-' 
tact at Miami Beach‘: glamor- -‘ - 

ous Fontainchleau llotel. A couple of weeks later, just ' 

about the right time for the 
plot to have been carried out 
a report out of Havana salt! 
Castro was ill. But he rr 
covered before the Bay of Pi; t '. 

invasion on April I7. 196i. 
Four more attempts vi e 

made on Castro’: lite. 
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tion the ClA enlisted .l;t_o_l}_;_ dashes to secret landing spots ‘ '_*
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