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.;~e~;¢__.,,e:,-_.._ ;< Federal.Bureau of Investigation} i 

- "g :52: E . ;- -. ,Attention: Er. S.J. Papich.; _~ V; ,;“J_¢ ; 

r§§ SUBJECT’Y’ ‘ :'eInvest1gation in Japan of Report on Susnicious ‘ ° 
~_ Lilo >1;-Actions of Gerald Lee Richards, 01-igisa?-.1y . -

' 

of . 

_ _ _ -mi. Martin Luther King, J1_'_.__<__.; -_.. 
'- _ Described as Besenbling Suspected assassin 

¢;§?7F*">1;7 Reference is mede to the report concerhing the 
;qi subject made by_te1ephone to Er. S.J. Papich st'O930 on 17 Ap H_ ;gg’19s8. Following is a full account of the investigation made in I 

this ggge} _ 
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- ~ "A. 013.16 April 19:-as 2. United States National .. 

, iiaritizne Union official in 'Yok0‘.:.ama reported that one @ -- 

. _ 
,<~ Gerald Lee_Bichards; who bore a general physical< .-=) 

_ g 
rr pg _ 1¢;,assassin of Dr. Bartin Lather King, Jr. had arrived J» ~ ” 

. 
m» in Japan about 15 April 1968 and requested a position Y’ 

_A, ~ jyy-aboard any ship going enywhere.. Richards becsse:_s'pL1€ - 

agitated when asked for a contact-address in 5 

and refused to divulge his Japanese residence." The@w£§w Q 
3 “J; :xq;Hetiona1 Haritime Union official described Richards *i~W1r '" 

;;=;i;;;_;- 
as 5' 10" ta11,‘155 pounds; with brown hair, s receding 

= __ ;; hairline on both sides, and a not very prominent scar 'r’" 
;;§_two and one-half inches long traversing the center v,*h“ 

' _,§; forehead,-his most outstanding characteristic being a1§J A 

1;; fiisconcerting, idiotic grin resembling a constant *'@$ " 

_ 
Ig§,nents, he was born 8 April 1937, applied for seam2n's ii 

~ ;#j papers in San Pedro, California, 16 June 1984 and-a--Q1" ~ 

1..-"L. 
_ ~ _@@ registered there as a United States Rational Ezritimeifl» - 

P- -» ' 

.F, His Social Security Ntsber is 562~é5=5078; his United @§ i 

- giv States Coast Guard Nunher Z 27ll~782. .‘ ?.r -,H, Y 
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-~1t*resemb1ance to the description iven of the sus cted V‘ 11~ 

~ - 's 5gT"gT1fl2C€¢' According to Richards‘ documents and state~-17 ‘” 

; ;‘fUhiOn member on 21 February 1968 but never shi bed out} ‘ 
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l§§%§3:_-~§feby=tHE=N§ti5Ea1 Maritime Unlcn official. A ward check indicated that Richards originally resided in Janan 
:£romv1963 to 1964 and married saunas. Iiichilzo 121 19¢ Both Richards and his wife left Japan for the United States in 1964. Richards returned alone to Japan about 15 Apri1‘l968. His aife's address in the Uaited States is listed as 160 Hosoi (phonetic) Street, Cerpenteria, California, 93013 ~~ 
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Japanese police7was shown to tfie fi§tteaa1=aaratiae Ufiibn official and identified by him as the individual in Subpzragraph IA above who had applied for a seaman's berth. The photograph of Richards bears no apnarent resemblance to photographs of suspected assassin 
_

" 
James Earl Ray provided by the Federal Bureau of , a

M 
Investigation. 
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2."The above information has beea'given'to the Legal“ 
?k¢fi§5rZlA$t2Ch8 of the United_States Enbassy in Tokyo. ' " ' 
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