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sunaxcr : m-. am-can Luther mm, Jr. W :33; 

l. Reference is made to this Agency's out message‘ 
number 94270 dated 25 April 1968 concerning the assassi- 
nation oi Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. ~ 

2. On l6 kpril_Roderick Clatlin BROWN, n Panamanian‘ 
national born l July 1917 in British Honduras, voluntarily 
appeared at the Department of National Investigations (DEN!) 
0! the Republic of Panama and signed a deposition, the 
highlights of which are as follows: 

(1) On 28 October 1962 he served as cook/seamnn 
aboard the Texaco 8.8. Southhampton which docked at Mobile,I 

' Alabama. 
~ (2) While on n shore visit to the Mobile airport 
1 

on the morning of 26 October 1962 in tho company of two 
- fellow Panamanian seamen, he was approached by Marvin P. 

‘ LITTRELL, owner oi LITTRSLL Motor Co., 921-25 South Clinton 
Street, Athens, Alabama, who after ascertaining BROWN was 
n Panamanian seamen, asked if he knew oi Dr. Martin Luther 
KING, Jr. 

(3) LITTRELL inquired whether BROWN was interested 
in employment, the details of which were unspecified. He 
went on to describe Dr. KING as "Our greatest problem who 
is causing us much trouble." Ho gave BROWN n business card 
to use in the event he was interested in pursuing the employ 

- mont offer. " 

(4) On 28 January 1963 BROWR wrote LITTRELL tron 
New York City, stating he was interested in a Job and 
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requested $75 {or travel tron New York City to Mobile. 
On 2 February 1963 BROHH received a reply from LITTRBLL, 
reatating that he had a Job waiting for BROWN in Alahann, 
hut quentioning why $75 was needed eince the tare was leee 
than $40 by hue. 

(5) After dieousaione with a relative and triende 
in New York City,-BROWN~auspected that the LITTRILL Job 
otter was related with aeaaeaination plane for Dr. KING. 
Iheretore he did not respond to the LITTRELL letter and 
diemiesed the indident until the death of Dr. KING in 
Apri1‘1968. BROWN returned to ?anana in 1964. 

3. Enclosed for your lntornation £5 a copy oi the 
LITTRZLL letter and the Spanish language deposition uade 
by BROWN. ae well an an English translation of the deposition 
as described in paragraph 2 of the referenced out message. 

FOR TBB DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLAR3: - 
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‘ Distribution: 
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4 0 , Roderic: C Brow 
c/o B.L.Bx-ovm . 

_ __ V _ 

318165 St Apt 2 B . _. "_.‘-"T 
BT01!-K 53) NQYQ

. 

Dear Rodi 

I do not updcrstand why you nccd 3 75.60 '.\' 

York to Llabaxna coats less than 40.00

-
-

J 

This will acknowledge receipt of youz; letter 01‘ Jmmiy " ' 
- 

_

' 

23th concerning our conversation at tho 2-iobflc Ala Airport last - \- ' 

°0tOb¢1'0 

1.... 

.. 

.4-.~»> 

-4-n--I-<.. 

-.L'¢_ 

..' 

Please be advisod that I have a job utitirig for you in Alabama 
- 

_ an soon as you are a‘b1.o.to maize yau: u.rra::gcracr.ts to come hcro; ho',:c~rer, ~

V 
>- $1’ c, bus ticket from xkw

00 

I an willing to help you in any ~.:;.;# t'::..’:. I can but I an not 
clear on this part of your lotfior and will uqaact to bear from you

; 
. 

_ mt again.

\

-
\

~ 

Ve:-3' truly ;'ou;'s , 

. I 9.. _ 

‘-lzrvin >. Littrqll ' 
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Sn la“ Cifldid do Pamai, sieado la: dos y cuax-oa¢.o.y ciuco dlnutoa do la. 

um: dolfdia diociooia do ab:-11 do mil novcaicnwo oosoah. y coho, compa- 
nocié onto 01 ouocrito Jere do‘ 1: Soccién do H-micidio: do1..D¢;>-'lrtamr.t0 

Kaclon-1.1 do Invostigactonoo, ol aof-or RCEZRIQ C2-RFLI$ 53.2121, A otocto do 

ro.-xd.ir un Infomativo on fa. presonto invcatigzcién. Sin Jurmonto ni opio- 

ntb you oaapleta libonad par; contctwal: o no A la: proguntaiquo oo lo 
fomulon. Intorrogado para. quo identifican on pnroouf d1Jo linnono oo- 
no quc-do oxprooado, yarén, honduroho, |\og_l\'>, do oiacuentn woo do odnd, lu- 
cido 01 an 1. do Jolio do 1917, on‘Hoé\d"d.ra$"&'it£n1ca:, "¥$==.¢o,= barboro, 14+- 

_;<> oo bumzs 1'. mm (oimw) y do nr::cn.r.x':;:.1:.u»:::n c.4s‘rm do sum; por- 
t‘ado15 do la Cdduld do Identidad i-‘ox-zonal Rio E - 3 - 213$, kooidonto oa'Pnob1o 
Zluovo‘, colic 5:, can Flo 14,565, coax-t.o No bajoo. l‘!\T'5Rf§JG.ADOs'-Drp1\1quo 01 

doalaranto o1 1:-Jotivo per‘ =1 cu:|.‘1 hated .-W»; acorcafio a So'cc1.6a' do lllcn1-- 1 

cidios en onto‘ 56¢?“ 7- CO)a‘I“-:lS'1‘0: rain dol aoootinato dbl 1§o'c§§b:; Li.‘JC1'1¥ LUTXKKI 

SE5 y ‘quo ho tonldd c0nOc1.'a1o::to a travoz do in Prod», !§idio"y"To1ov1n3.da 
do eoto-polo y dospudo do modit.zr.aobro ol pdvbloaz. quo oatzib3.'§1v1nndo ion 

~ . \ . 

:=".=s=..1o= Unidoo por ol crimoxvdel Doctor King y habioado \i'1vido_ Yo um. expo- 

rioncia ma on loo Estadoa Unidoa y'quc puodo dar 1u:'on ol‘oooln.x-ocimionto 
do coo crluen, so lo cozmniqud a u.;\ amigo mlo $q;1_( on la. ciudad do Pmani y 
iota no rocomondé quo hzblira con ol lnapoctor C-Sniabo doi Dopartuzaonto halo-' 

. - \ ad oa Invootigncioncs, p:.rA Yer qu$ no ougoria. 5' doopuéo do hablar con ql 

Iaopoctor Cérdobz, ésto no sug,iri6'quo ouocribion um doc1araci6n on ooo 
sontido y lo ouniniot:-6 um cart; quo guardo para quo ucara mu Iota-cppio 
para quo fuora agrogada‘ a mi doclaracidn, lfil dia 15 do abxlil do 1962, 06.1.1 

dc]. aompuorto do_'l'oc\:.:on aquf on la. ciudad do P.\:>.a.-ad, con dootino n. Puorto ' 

‘$:\;uf-4, dondo cogeria barco do 1.; Texaco "3.$.':‘-~Ii-"17~L\!IPZTJJl", dondo 508‘- 

Yiria do 'ooc1nez~o-marinoro. En éoto bdrco eotuvo uzpléado duranto ooia mo- 

:-”; recorri Ar:-1“, vmoiuela, '1‘rir.ida.d, Cazzadi, iiobilo-Llahzna on Eatadoa
Q 

Unidu. Llogamoo a Ala‘cx:a cl did 26 do Octubro do l9&, couo B las dict 1' 
:¢.:.i1 do la ma-‘lam. Saliendo dol Xuollo hzcid =1 aoropuorto do l1obi'J.o-AJ-o- 

baa; come a lao deco y media dol (113; Juntmonto cod loo canpalicros vapo- 
riaos quo voniamoa haeia i‘4na::£, EJEIO {H3033 hiio do‘. Liconciudo Pedro Run» 

:4ii



14 OOOOO 

‘ \
\ 

-_ ' 

0': , . -200
I 

1 . 

panama?-0; VICTOR KWJJ-, dd ls caaa Zio 5:568, calla 13- J\l-In Dill: N“-1 

an la ciudad do Panmi, Eatmdo an a1 aempuarto an aapara Kiel A7161; 

ca 11¢:-.6 al oafior MARVIN , LI'I‘2'.-21.1. h:.c14 nu naaa an la catatbrh dc} - - 

aaropuarto, hzuta a1 mazanto-To no la sabia au r.ombx~a ni la co:ac.(a",‘ ~ 

luago ma br1nd6 un ca“ y ma hiza eat.“ pra;;.mt.a.a: 'K\1a at uoaatapa ~ 

6rn.'noa turiatu o aat|,ad1ant.au"3 Io la contaatd qua no ammo: mi ask!» ~ 

diantao ni turiataa, aim qua érmoa marinas an camino A Puma! o hala- 
-La a9u,_Cont.1nu6_ nua praguntaa y ma dijo qua at Ya labia viaitydo lo: . 

_ Eatadoa Unidos antar1omaata_ y qua pi aa guutaba" loa Eatndoa Unidoa . 

,1, {L10 .1a cyntaat-6 gun no ma guataba la: z=;.=<1;=' Unidoa, aino qu-0 ma _ 

_,_a 3ncantn.ba},d£ndala oportuninlad }.\:.ra qua ma hiciara 1:4: p:?s\m\.\8) Q.‘ ,_ 

0, _.antonaaa ma prag}u_z_t6 qua 11 no ma guataria. quadama y 1'0 10- contaatd \ _: 
' 

‘_~qv.a cdmo_aa_ podrh haaar_6ato‘, 61 ma contaaptfiz “Xi Parbida oat! tn; _‘ 

_;b:.Ja.ndo ahora mime an Q1 Oobiamo", admin qua 61 are. duahd da mu 1 ,, 

____;o doa_ fibxicaa _da autaadvil 7 qua ada.'n.1:_£anI:\ biafaaa y raiaaa y qua 1 ;, 

.:|;_>ar.aaa tar/$1‘: 61 P0414 obtfnar cualquiar favor da parta dal gabiama 

_ 
’an'aua1qu1_ar zpamantb. AM N6 cuando ma .diJo: "Yo 10- day tmbajo 0.. -. . .~ 

__-wte§l_,_t.n:ab_$,6n.1o acmoéa ca ax; apartazncnto", para antouaaa ma Mao“ 
_ praguntas "Uated conocaal Doctor Ya.I'L1.n Lxqmer King ‘V’, Ya la ~. _ ._ 

_’. 
§:an§aat_6 qua no_].o conocia, para qua ai habla laido algoaolzra 6.1 7 , ,, 

. nus nctividadaa; antoncaa no dijo al aahor Lithrall: -u~;={¢ haabna . ~ 
J... _ 

,5, al pinica problem: qua taaemo: por cl media, a1 anal naa cat! ca\l<.- - 

undo muchaa_uo1aatias"; antoncaalo la.di_ja qua nueatro tiampo an al - 

._ I , , ._ 

Agmpuarto eataba. nu) corto y qua dan1.;vo do die: mquinca minuma par- 
,t.1x-Iamos y qua par aaa mzdn no nos quadaba auticianta Llampo para _ , 

_anaJ.ir.ar nueatra convaraaci-an major; an aaamoncnto 1:om6 um tn-‘Jata . 04 . Q ' 

do cita do 6.1. y ma dice, an cuznto llagua a Pamxnfi aacribawa una can \_ 
, . . . 

_ta a aata diraccian, a1 an ca.-vo anti dccidido :1. trabajar para mi. L1 - ~ 

ratiranna do an maaa To la ralata a. Padre y a Victor do lo qua aa tra—_ -0 ' 7 1 2 1 1 

tab: 12. convarsacidn 7 lortnaa quadamoa do acuando, qua cl trabajq 

qua data haabra queria dama an para nata: al Doctor Luther King y _ 

auto lo aacamoa an conc1usi6n por la. convarsacidn dal aehor Xittrall.
\ -. 1 

‘ 

_ . 

an an ocaaién ra,"rasq;aoa a Pa_na:n.{, pcro al llegar a hiiazni-Florida, 00-

\
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no K Ian die: imodia do la l\\‘¢)lC, or. ol aoropuorto oo no Mao oabol do 
quo Yo no podi-A aalir mra. ions: ponquo mo hack hlu mu V104 pordbo? ‘ 

‘ dox; ro;‘;x~oou-; iraodiatmonte no ro;-on-0.6 on Xigraoiozi dol. aoropnorto y 
. 

infomé do lo quo no paaba 3 per la dyudn. do Ydgrooién loooliod :1 Agon- - 

to dol barco dondo To andaoz y éoco mo oonoiguid un hoopodajo on hotel 
_

- 

on aompuoflo; cane ‘ora fin do ocmano, tuvo quo pomnnooor ah! on o1
' 

aooopuorto hoot: o1 Lunoo, cu:-ndo localicd o la Dnbajada Pummolh para 
A 

oonooguir IA Vin; llogando I Panam! ol dis 31 do Ootuhfio do 1962. Pool ' 

J 
loo 1’1ootaa‘pa\.x-11': aqui on l;an::r£‘1:aota o1 din 5 do noviombro,‘ oumdo 

§
. 

din 23 do diciombro y do Panafixi oar: |luova'_!ox-km loo dooo 7 olnoo 
obtuvo mi Ilia par; via,1A'i'd'2Iueva York. Pomanoot on Pmandrhuta o1 

minuboo do}. did veinticuatm do diciombno; llogondo A1 ooropuorto do Nuovo ' 

‘ 

York a loo dooo y media dol disfvointicuatro do dicioabro do 1962. B‘-atando _

. 

on iiuovo York haota did 28 do Eaoio do 1963; do'oh1 dooidi oocxibirlo 

um cart: aofior Yarvln P. Lttt boll, pahi an! infomu~E\o ala do]. trobajo ' 

quomo habfa hablado, mo ontoncoa cuando rocihi la carts. {ochoda ol did I 

2 do i'obroro do @963 y cuyn toxto ootd on 1-1'foto-oopio quo ontrogo a ooto 
Doopaeho y timid: por o1 senor Ltttroll; ol 0':-iginal‘ lo guudb Yo, Kn lo 
oartfquo "Yo lo onvlid lo pedla lq sumo do S!';'£'£h'l‘A TCINCO DO1IU>Z‘3 para o1 
p1S1J6 qua Io utilinria on :1 viajo ‘a' Xobiio-L1aba;aa,~1o no aabia cuinto 

coota‘ba. o1 paoajo do tiuova '.‘!ofi< -1 Alabama, pom ponol quo oaa sum. ora. 
auficiontzo para haco1:_ol vlajo, pozquo Yo antoriovlnonto habh ‘viajodo on 

‘ tron do Nuova York 4 Ruovu O1-loans y oolaunento mo habh oootado cunronta 

y ooin ddlaroa y p<!n:a.ndo quo )1obiJ:e-Alabama. quodn ado abajo do kiuova 01*- 

loano, cootdria mi: do lo: ouarerzta y ‘ooia dolu-oa, Poro onto senor mo na.n- . 

do a decir on au cart: rospoeflta a la mia. quo 61 no ccmprondia por qud ra- 

zdn Yo nocooitaba aetonta y=oi:xco délaros, cuardo an tiquoto do bus do Kiuova 

York a Mobile coatab: mono: ‘qua cuarontn d6laroo. Tomé Yo can cart: auton- 
cco y conforoncié con ltd. fazxi.‘-A; on ilucva York y on lo cual olloo mo scon- 

aojamn qua ni. cox;tcot..r; ‘L-2 ¢<‘1't.a, .-nacho mono: ponoaro hacor ol viajo a 

.~'-‘silo-.'\1aba.'n-2 pa:-A erztoramo do 31:6 rlqao :o Lrabaju so trataba. Por mo- 

. qua L- \;.¢:.\~rJa-‘l-'-n -\.- :m£.od --1b£.:..m; Lonmo on ol acr--~
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pup:-to feat: car-ta, 'por lo qua 1:1» ~'fa;1\ilii2‘08 tenfan enter-41¢
_ 

" 60, quo ol am» thbajo quo“c§t.o‘oel;;or mo darfa soria cl do sax‘ . 

cl aaeaino de1‘Doot.or Max-tin Luther King, qua BA Yo no deoidiof 
.‘.r 

‘ 
414 ri I Sr I hbbilo y no acoptar; o1 trabajo, ora 36fl\ll‘O qua X0 go _ 

’ ‘ibu I oalir viva do Mobile-Alabama; N6 eutoncaa cumdo Yo ¢o- 
_ _ 

bid! aoguir lo: conooJoo,do mi familia; sin czbargo, hablé con 
‘ dgunu otx-as persona: on In ciudad dc fluova York para obtonor ‘_ 

‘~-A 
. . la opinifig do @1100 1 caao persona: tcnian la. miaau idea qua 

0 rd. tamiliu Dude one mcnonto olvidé o1 as\h{t0, pom guandl ' 

' In oi:-to; quodmdomo on Iiuova. York haata. oil. dia 30 do !!qo_d_o\ 
.a-» »‘.. aha do 1961., wando rognod para Panam-1. Io no ostoy aogum _ 

>. .-qua an ca: la pox-uona;quo hay: organizuuo ol aaeoinato dcl. . 

- . Doctor Luther King, pom 651.; puodo nor’ um. pisto para dar 
_, 

‘ '. coniol roo;§aR:ab1g_o loo l‘O8pOIl54bl0!! do cote hocho._ 1N'1?-If.'$0- 
‘ ' 

.'\ D 

> .‘ .' G-HID: Dim 01 doclamnto :_1 tiom a1§o ml: quo docir.an L1
_ 

‘. 1- . preacr.te‘¢il1gcn§1a qua no so 10 hay: proguntado 7. Q)?I‘l‘E$1‘0x_ _‘ 

~’-. ,. = -Es todo 10 qumtcago qua do¢_1r on ol proaonto caao, En oats .- 

. .~»¢¢?-Ado Io M por tvnmflnafia la pmaonu: dillgencia, 1? qua _ 

' loida y ballad: confomn, so fimd para conatancia portodoo (_ 

.-‘ ‘ 
a iloo quo.cx\o1L|. ham iptorvenido. . . - ~_

u 
. . \_ 
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‘ 
I11. Invoatigador, ’ 

' > $1. _- 4-’, W-v»»1/' . 
- 

.

' 

~/7Z’z:.§a/‘ilz’-i¢'.1< Claflin Brown ' 

_ /_ .m=p., _I_)p=1i!.1lo A. comou 
—-6-.’-'-!5v~ lgz: 

~ ‘ Inop" is Royal , . 

_ ~_JoIe 51¢ la. Socdén do Hanicidioa. 
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