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Inspector General

 SUBJECT : Bernard Fensterwa]dﬁﬂdr. Comments in 22 October
- 1976 Issue of Hashington Star

1. The following i1s a response to your query to Mr. Seymour Bolten
concerning comments made by Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. ‘

2. The comments made by subject in the marked-section of the at-
tached newspaper c]ipping are partially factual and partially sheer
speculation. It is true that the Agency has been particularly sen51t1ve
about the entire matter because the photographs in question or1g1nated

- from a highly sensitive 1ntelllgence operat1on wh1ch was conducted in
Soviet and Cuban Embassies in Mexico C1ty " However, the material was
net withheld from the Warren Commission. It should be noted that Oswald
vas in no sense "under investigation" and that at no time during his
stay in Mexico City did the CIA acquire a photograph of Oswald.

- 3. The Agency has 12 different photographs of an individual, pos-
sibly an American as yet unidentified, who was observed entering the

- Soviet Embassy and later the Cuban Embassy. A cropped photograph was

; introduced into the Warren Commission public record. The Warren Com-

' mission and its Staff were made fully aware in the course of their . :
inquiry at Headquarters and in Mexico City of the origins of the photo- -
graph, and the fact that we had additional photographs of the same
individual taken at different times in Mexico City. At one point our
Chief of Station in Mexico City suggested that the man in the photograph
was Oswald. However, thls‘proved not.to be the case. It should be
noted that Mr. Fensterwald in 1971-1972 was actually shown two of the
12 photographs during a visit to the Agency, other than the one already
published in the Warren Commission report. It is a matter of more than
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ordinary.interest to note that in April 1971 Mr. Fensterwald told Mr.
Lawrence Houston, the General Counsel at that time and another repre-
sentative of the Agency ‘in attendance at the mecting that he knew the
jdentity of the unidentified man in the photograph and that we will
be furnished his name in due course. . —

4. A1) coverage by CIA of Oswald's stay in Mexico City was tech~
nical. The Station had no live source coverage egther unilateral oxr
firom:Mexican Iiaison: Subsequently, Mexican police interrogated Sylvia .
DURAN, a Mexican employee of the Cuban Embassy. .- Her testimony gave us
full details on Oswald's trip to Mexcio City, and was made available
to the Warren Commission. The lack of coverage on Oswald entering the
Cuban or Soviet Embassies resulted from mechanical malfunction. The

“Mgency provided the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the field in

Mexico City and in Washington all of the information it had acquifed.'
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HcCord during Votergale ond_Somes: ey give us that they bave a mass of
tar} Roy, comvicted of killing Dr. Martin /h aterial v'h'“'h has’ never bem made.

Luther King Jr., heods the Committee “V
lnveshscte Assassinctions,’a_group’ 9
sivare citizens that hes mveshge‘hd 3
the sloyingsof, Pres:dent.lchn E X
3y ond others. He wos’ interve
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: prove distasleful

5? |'i Rennedy -family, :the JFK autopsy’

Q. The Co-nmzttee o Io gate
Assassinations has long been sus-'
pected by some p2ople of being some-;]
kow connected with the and you',
yourself beivg labeled possibly a TA’
ggentor CIA pIant Are ycu in fact‘a'

.l

CIA age-to: anjsort? % o

,v-l’— ' ., s, -0’#54':\’0:. Fat 3
Fezstzrwa]d- No,“I’m-~ fun-nma'
lawyers Neither I'norm partner:
bave.ever been affzhated\ with-the]
CIA or:3vorked-for. the' ClA eitherS
with ‘o without "pay*in: “Anyr way, 4

shape or farma. 1 have'no idea where'| -

ke numor started:-X'don't know any->
one:that knows-anything "agout my.
bistory- tbat bas ever made such an<

accusation.. On the converseé-side;-
going back to-the-e2rly-"60s when' &
woxked-fcr the Senate-as 1- fox-

pne ot their: commt‘ces,.l did aay

investization. on the; CIAC 'and singe-
theal have represemeda mmber-of:
tlients in‘ceces against the CIA to :he.:
exteal toat if there's any evidence at |
ally xraleomts in the other direction.’]
( e ol ST e .'b ;n,"i"p_-:_ Y ’a"."'!TW
" Q:Js it possible that the'CIA or the]
FBI has evidance locked away some~
wherc, Uizt could shed new light on
the mves.’:gaaors into theJTK assass
sinaticrr or periaps Martm Lutbﬂr
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wltas it

“jis declassified by the variqus$ govern-
-‘ment'agencies, D ily the FBI
-and the CIA. Inaddm ntothat, there’
~are literally tho nds of decumeants

’that the CIA oot give to the Wax-'
»,ven Commission and did not go to the

‘National hives which have pever:

'been e public. A number of free-]
dom o¥infonnation suits have result-

) ed in‘declassification of a part of this-

ma ena]. yet we know from the index’

: pubh;-

B i
Apar‘t 'ﬁ-om nﬁatenal tbat mgbt
or. hurtiul to the:

» ;,4
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ographs for examp]e, xs tbere
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other, evzdcnce or do you feel tberc s
other-material under lock and key
that. could shed szvmﬁcant light on
i,

';'.-«rl‘ s~ f. IJ‘ e :'-. .w‘?
“As-Well, certa.mly from reviewing
“the index of.the withheld material.
which'they have been forced to sup-
ply to vanous district courts, you get
the impression that much yery vital
.information is being withhsld~ Again,
-X say, without: knowing ‘what that |
information is, it's hard to say where
'n‘s gomo to pomt. - 7 R

"‘

. K
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“Q Can you hazard a gucss as to.;/h‘at
th"ymx‘,bthavc? e .

ST ... r\\ oot
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"L AS No-I can't, T'can only tell you
‘sofar'as ‘the CIA is concerned a large'|
part of:the withheld testimony in-
,volvesia trip Lee Harvey Oswald
made to Mexico just iramediately |-
>pnbx' to,the assassination. No one iz
the pu'bhc knows what this. trip was
"all about. But we do know that the |-
. CIA has been particularly seasitive
with respact to that. We do krow that
there were CIA cameras taking pic-
itures ©of people going in and out of the
‘Cuban and Soviet embassies 2nd-they
*took a number of pictures of a.man
- “they.labeled Lee Harvey Oswald. |
.+ From looking at him, he is obviously

.—---:' b s PENIPRARY gt POt
1%~ As It's always’ possible, and :hem
B 'is considerable evidence which is
1 'under lock and key in the National
i} :- Archives today which will

) d ifiedunti] the year 2039 1 - pation be made public, The olficial
o '. assuyiedan e

* was a Jonc nut killer end that there

“svere no other people involved and.
- there were no internationz) ramifica-

. tions,; And thcrcforc, taking that

.this intense desire on the part of gov-

. -A- Well, xt's -a nwnber of reasons.

not Lee Harvey Oswald but me Cia

3505 )
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'A “TheCommitiee to nvestinate

a<sinations has urged throvgh the,
-_years that all of the informetion with
respect to ‘the Johin Kennedy assassi-

L\
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soluuon is thot Lee Harvey Oswald
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~ .

story as gospel makes i cbtucun for
a lawyer to-see -why they shonld
cover anything. However; there is

-ernmenl to keep it secret, and I think"
in-apy Jawsuit where you hzve this
sort of mania.for locking the evi-
dence up you create the-suspicion
that there's more there. And 1 don't
. think - auybody at this time ‘outside the
government kmov:s what happened-to
John-Kennedy, ¥ tbm)' the congres-

sional commmees w hme il de
T i 1“’—?‘. .-‘\

A Ui

2 Q It ba.« been'13. yaars smcc the

© Kennedy assassmatwn. Why reopea |

.hqm:av,c.?,-s:-.-.

-~ -A- irs not r'edly « oucmon of rc-

opemnv his grave. X know the subject

is frequently talked 2bout in terms.
similar to that. X think that the integ- |-
rity of our whole political process is
probably; at stake because whether’
the Varren Commission was right or
_%wrong, kthink that the Afnerican peo--
ple — and the polls bear s out ' —
have a great doubt as to whether Os-
wald.was _properly mvcrtxgated

“They have'a doubt 2s to whether Os-
wald was a lone nut Jdller. And unti}
their doubts can.be sztisfied, X think
the integrity of the systém and the
credibility of the: guvcmmenr isvery
muc.hweakencd. ST = ".-_L-__, .

Q Wby bas-it tak:n i3 years for
Congrass to bzcomie offi c:ally involv-
ed inthis? .
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One, I thmk the membership of the
Warrea Commission itself contained
so many outstandirg people that it is
difficult-to believe that for whatever
‘reason they would not'seriously try io
“give tke public a full answer. There's
"z preat reluctance to disbelieve peo-
ple like Justice Warren and Sen. Rus-

Amvs assassuzaban’- ] him. etz | sell. Secondly, I think until Water-
_ Rt A vl "'"‘u n_o‘,t.u_!'e’n'n'f]é e Wi VI ‘.}__é; = | gate people tended to d&sbeheve that
_ R ) S aw Q- “Weuld it not better serve tbe thcxr gove:nment could be involved
. ‘o .'." . American public to just simply re: in anything of this nature. But even |
' DA . Jease this inforrnation and get to thed 1ore recently the revelations, the ac-
' ' bottom of the mattcr once and fors counts of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro
' st oall? Frn bl have gotten rid of the last rcluctance
. . [hamp .s—‘“‘.’ i (] 01_4 therels' --‘ h_':' ,_-_-.‘_-_;. “__..._- lont
< ). iy om s d AT FRRTEY STV
. .. Sl e t-QcIsit Concezvable that the WVar
. . <4 ren Commission — in the interests of
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-3 @ lawyer X tend ro believe
ey-neade tlie best conclusiv  Yiey
could from the evidence at har.  We
know of so much key evidence that
was either withheld or destroyed that
you get a general feeling that they
had only a relatively small part of
the really important marerial.-For
example, Lee Harvey Oswald wrote 2
. | threatzning note to an FBI agent
shortly bzfore the assassination. In a
matter of 2n hour or two before Jack
Ruby shot Oswald, the FBI agent

LR LN SRR}

. | was never reported to the Warren

.1 Cooumission. Thera are certain peo-
- | ple who can link Oswald and Ruby,
-§ and this material was never passed

" "|"to the commission. So I think it's a

-, 1" very harsh judgment to say that this
- 2 very distinguished bunch of Ameri-

- B S Ty

e % - - PN fm gt
. Q: Eow long'will it take
*to investigate this affair 20d carae to
some sort of a conclusion..Will it be
s years away, do you feel? :

.
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Az No,.X don't think it will be that
far away. The House of Representa-.
tives had rwo basic roads they could !
have follpwed. They could have taken-
| their staff members, people. who
‘were thoroughly familiar with the
subject but equally. opinionated, or
they could start with people who.
were gocd lawyers and good invest-
1 gators and start with a clean mind
and stmply go down the same road
that others have been going down for
12 years. They chosé the latier. That

o3 .

1
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bteen chosen I can’t see that it’s going
‘to take a .matter of years.. I think it

.| will \2ke a number of months longer

than it would gof.ng the _other way.
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Q: Eunice Shriver, who of course
t Jost two brothers to assassins, has

. .

 thing b= dropped, that the investiga-
tions iato JFK and Robert Kenwedy’s

- *As Well, I think all of us feel'a’
_basic sympathy, not only for Mrs.
‘Shriver but also for- Mrs. "Rose
Kennedy and for the remaining
brother, Sen. Kennedy. But it's my.
own feeling that the question of what:
happenéd to the Kennedy brothers, if

N e %0’ o

fiushed it down the toilet. Now this|.

O
the House| - ¢
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did occur, is really a matter of na<

tional concern and transcends th-"
_own very-understandable interest

it. I think that the investization cer-
: tainly into President Kennedy's
: death can be dooe in such a way as to

_And I think there's a very good
" chance that this will bappen because.
%Y think the members of the House of
! Representatives and the embers of
"+ the Church committee-in the Senate:
iare very well aware of the p
.;and I can’t see any reason .
.? cannot be done without terribly dis-
. ! tasteful evidence being trotted outin
" public. I just doa’t think that’s n

were the attorn

< Q:.You
; James Earl Ray. Do you-feel that

ey for

- ¢ans — including tk jef justic s Bal X
. | the Uni:;nd S:atg - ;udr;':sfd}sdifngg . there is evidence that could clear him
" |- reach the preper conclusion. -»\i.szed ¢ or alternatively to prove that-he was
LSt tne amiiga| i pottheloneassassin? - -

s, e TS T
¢ A:Itismyownperso
. . there was a conspiracy. I think thqt
.the question would be resolved-if
*; James Earl Ray were given a trial.l I

nal belief that

.. most alt of Washington that I know
- .plea was extracted from him and he

tout a trial. It came as a greal shock
. to most people and I think most peos
‘;ple were rather disappointed in a
" crime of this magnitude a man would

.inot in fact stay for a jury trial. 1

- *cause minimum grief to the family.

roblem, ..
why it—

ecess,

- think most of us in the United States, ™
‘Yymost of the public certainly, and als.

. were simply amazed when a guilty:

* went off to serve a 99-year term with-:

long jump from that possibility Lo (he
possiblity that we had anything ta do
with ldlling. It scems to me that these
arc questions that gave the congres-
sional commmittee the powers that
they have.J don'’t really know that
speculatiog getsanywhere.” | . .= |

** Q: Your Comumittee to Jnvesligate
. Assassinations, what do you rthink it

has been able to accomplislit Why
_-wasitformed? e RS

'
-
° ~,
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- As Itwas formaed for two basic rea-
", sons. One was to get the critics of the
“Warren Commission to coeordinate

tbeir efforts. The basic aims of the
" group were 1o gather information to

, « keep the subject of John Kennedy's

" assassination alive until we could
" convirce the Congressto reopen their
- 6wn investigation. Fortunately, J
“¢hink we've been very successfull
~The subject has.becn kept alive. As

.+ E#727 the climate in the country changed,

e T, L0

*“the climate in Congvess changed, we
. were ablé, with the help of a ot of
.“‘other people, to persuade them go in
-Zwith a fuil-fledged investigation. We
"’ intend to turp-over &l of our investi-
gation to thern- dnd to give any other,

"~ assistange. .. Vel Tnr et ot
T R .
. - Qs There’s been an eternal fascina-

;" tion with John F. Kermedy's rourder.
Do you think when or if the House
. fnvestication reaches its conclusios.
‘that will Jay to rest finally the specu-
< lation? M3 vt SN Eras it S
" .. .:..\.‘ h'."ik-l.
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ar As I believe that if this Hous'r._-cmr'x-
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will take somewhat. more time, but}"
F with the caliber of people that have {

7 : spent six years trying to achieve this. .- \niiree continues to get the support in

.1 must confess.I was unsuccessful, “¢pe 1 ovr Gongress that they have in

* 2 put it is very possible that this ioves- :, . E ; )
- tigation of the House of Representa- - the last mionths of this Congress, tha!

r s2id that she would prefer the whole,]

Ceatys shouldn’t be opzned. How do |-
you respondm:vhen affamﬂy member]

is kied ? e
j-copressestiusfazdo, a"s?;mment. R « i~Joha F. Kennedy case and the Martin -
er King case that éne has to be

sq.:nething-more Ehan meets tl_';e.cy.e‘

. :} tives'would achieve in a lot shorter

. unabletodaia thecourts. ... ..

{f’ Q: TbuFBI is Haw Xmowz;‘io-};éve
\'hounded Martin Luther King and
.1 there has been speculation that-the
.1-ed in his death.' Do

: bscrine T
% this possibility? 7
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you su

A Plowr,
D o A s m o ey e Bu v,
.Y Az Lhave seer n?evzdence to that
,, effect and I have séen in both the
i Luth
_careful to distinguish.betwsen the

" ™in the Martin Luther.King case that

e would consider their best effort to
te-it. But we have made a

« v
> ¥iovestiga

y

i period than six years what we were::

1 FBI may have some way been involw-

K '-'.‘.‘_". ,'/"{v

. crime and the investigation. I think

i B L D e Vs p AT -

they will investigate this killing thor-
‘oughly.-I think they will cull out the
leads, I think they will look at all tbe

. = evidence, and if after that Jength of

~~.time and that length of invesligating,
=:they conclude that the Warren Com-

.mission was correct, I certainly thin.
- that 9.9 percent of the people will be.
satisfied. I must say.that in a1l hones

.o
3

q::fl'.t]{. Lknow of a few people who are
never going to be satisfied, at'Jeas: -

<,

--;¥ou can never satisfy all of thera be
“.Zause they each have a particula:
*~theory. And these theories are inter-
*fally inconsistent if nothing else. Bu:
= T'think that as a practical mattertha

.*if a congressional commumittee, and i’
. not this one, maybe the Senatc

.

commimnittee or maybe both of therr

* «.the FBI because of its animosity for.. - : :
' Dr. King may not have made what . will attack the job they are suppose«

- to do, I think that most of the coubts
- ifpotall of them, will be laid to rest.
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