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CENTRAL lNTELLlGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

. 2 MAY 1988
. ; Lﬁ'fty
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director A
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon , a ’*ﬂ
: g a d i
SUBJECT . Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. |2V “

3, 2P

Lueblo Nuevo Calle 52 House 490 é%ﬁwwu?@igz A8,
1. Referencé is made to this Agency's out message 5
number 94270 dated 25 April- 1968 concerning the assassi-

nation of Drb(Mart;n Lutheé' KIN_W @%5,1,;1 W
2. On I6 April-Roderick Claf;u;’FBRﬁN a Panamanian -_/d.-'
national bhorn.1l July 1917 in Brltlshhﬂqnguras, voluntarlly
- appeared at the. Department of National Investigations (DENI)
of the Republic of Panama and S1gned/a depos1t10n, the p@ﬂéwnxr/Q
hlghllghts of which are as follows: /VVH!J&J 2y GE ¢

. (1) On 26 October 1962 he served as cook/seaman
aboard the Texaco S.S. Southhampton which docked at Mobile,
Alabama. . )

| ~ N r

(2) ‘While on a shore. v151t to thHe Mobile airport fﬁ,f~
ont morning of 26:0October 1962 in the company of two ’ﬂafa:ﬂ
low Panamanian seamen, he was approached by Marvin P, —
LIIIRELL owner of LITTRELL Motor Co., 921-25 South Clinton
Street, Athens, Alabama, who after ascertaining BROWN was
"a Panamanian seaman, asked if he knewsof Dr. Martin Luther
KING, Jr.

(3) LITTRELL inquired whether BROWN was interested
in employment, the details of which were unspecified. He
went on to describe Dr. KING as, Mour greatest problem who
is cau51ng us much trouble." He gave BROWN a business card

to use in the event he was 1ntere ursulngeﬁhe eﬁfloy—
ment offer. Bﬁﬁ-bg ’ éfﬂf Jf

. (4) On 28 January, 1963 BROWNyyxgpie @I’%@ELL from
iNew York City, stating he was 1nterested in a Jjo and

%@x %}9%% G/U _Ga0n 3] uw.,n*f
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requested $75 for travel from New York City to Mobile.

On 2 February 1963 BROWN received a reply from LITTRELL,
restating that he had a job waiting for BROWN in Alabama,
but questioning why $75 was needed since the fare was less
"than $40 by bus. ; -

: (5) After discussions with a relative and friends
in New York City, BROWN suspected that the LITTRELL job
offer was related with assassination plans for Dr. KING.
Therefore he did not respond to the LITTRELL letter and
dismissed the incidént until the death of Dr. KING in
April 1968. BROWN returned to Panama in 1964.

3. Enclosed for your information is a copy of the
LITTRELL letter and the Spanish language deposition made
by BROWN, as well as an English translation of the deposition
as described in paragraph 2 of the referenced out message.

g
i

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLANS:

L b

AMES ANGLETON

CSCI-316/01702-68
— e T

3 Enclosures
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Report submitted by Roderick Claflin Brown

In Panama City at 2:h5|p.m. on 18 April 1968, Roderick
Claflin Brown appeared before the undersigned Chief of the
-Homicide Section of. the Natﬂonal Investigation Department .
to submit a report dealing with ‘the present investigation.
Unsworn and without any hurry, and in complete liberty to
answer or not the question put to him, Asked to identify
himself, he said his name is as given, male, Honduran
national, Negro, 50 years o0ld, born on 1 July 1907 in
British Honduras; married, barber by tradée, son of
Charles T, Brown (deceased) and Drucilla Elizabeth Castro
de Brown, with personal Identity Card #E-3-2435, residing
at Pueblo Nuevo, Calle 5, house # 1505, room #3, lower floor.

QUESTION: Declarant, expitain the reason why you have.come

to the Homiclde Section today?

ANSWER: Because of the assassination of Dr, Martin Luther
King, about which I learned from the press, radio, and
television in this country; after thinking over the problem
that the United States was living through because of the

crime against Dr, King, and having gone through an experience
there in the United States, that.may throw some light on that .
crime., I communicated to a friend of mine here in Panama
City, and he advised me to talk t6 Inspector Cordoba, of the-
National Investigation Department; the latter suggested that
I present and sign a deelaration to that effect, and I gave
him a letter which I am keeping to have a photo-copy made-.

so that it can be added to my declaration. On 18 April 1962
I left Tocumen airport here in Panama City, for Port of Spain,
were I was to go on board the SS SOUTHAMPTON TEXACO, on which
‘I was to be the cooke I was employed on this ship for six
months: I travelled throughout Africa, Venezuela, Trinidad,
Canédda, snd Mobile, Alabama, We arrived in Alabama on 26
October 1962 around 10:30 in the morning. We le £t the pier
toward the Mobile airport dt 12:30 P.M. along with two

friends who were also sallors on their way to Panama, Pedro
ROUSE, son of Dr., Pedro RUSE, and Victor RODMAN, who lives

at #5268 1st St., Juan Diaz, here in Parama City.

+ While waiting for the airplane Mr. Marwvin LITTRELL calle d
“tabls- In the airport cafeteria. Up to that
moment I did not knowhis name nor had I met him,Later on
he asked me to have a cup of coffee, and he asked the following
question: "Are you students or tourists?" I replied that
‘we were neither, only sailors on our way to Panama or home, -

" He kept asking questions, and asked if I had visited the

NWH#:47243

United States previously, and whether I liked the U.S.
I answered that I did not like the United States, I simply
adored it, which gave way to more questions,

He asked if T would like to stay. I asked how I could
do that, snd he replied: "My Party is in power." Besides,
he owned one o¥ two automobile dealerships, and owned
real state, -

DocId: 32613967
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For that reason he tould get favors from the government
at anytime., That is when he said: “I'1ll employ you, and
%et an apartment for you." But he then asked me a question:
Do you know Martin Luther King?" I replied that I did
not, but that I had read something about him and his
activities. Then Mr, Littrell said: "This man is the only
problem that we have in our way; he is causing us a great

deal of inconvenience." I said that our time at the
alrport was very limited, and we were to leave in ten or
fifteen minutes, and for that reason we could not evaluate
our conversation carefully.

At that moment he took one of his cards, and said:
"As soon as you get to Panama write to me at this address
if you are interested in working for me.,"

When I left his table I told Pedro and Victor
about the subject of conversation, and we all agreed that
what this man wanted was for us to kill Dr, Luther King,
and we reached that conclusion because of the conversation
with Mr. Littrell,

On that occasion we returned to Panama, but upon
reaching Miami, Florida, around 10:30 P.M., I was told
at the airport that I could not leave for Panama because
I needed a visa in order to return. I immediately went
to Immigration at the airport and reported what was
‘happening to me, and with the aid of Immigration I was

. able to find the agent of the ship in which I travelled,
and he got me a room at the airport hotel.

Because this happened on a_weekend I had to stay -
at the airport until Monday, when I got to the Panamanian
Egbassy and got a visaj; arriving in Panema on 31 Yctober
1962,

I was in Panama during the celebration of the
natiomal holidays, and on 5 November I got a visa for
New York. I stayed in Panama until 23 December and left
for New York at 12:05 on 2} Deeember and arrived in the
airport in New York at 12:30 the same day.

" " I stayed in New York until 28 Jammary 1963. While
in Yew York I decided to write to Mr. Marvin P, LITTREIL
to get more information about the job about which we had
talked., It was then that I received the letter dated 2
February 1963, copy of which, signed.by Mr. Littrell, is

- in the photocopy that I am giving to this office, I am
keeping the original., In the letter that I sent him I-
asked him to send me $75 (US), which. I was to use on a
trip to Mobile, Alabama.
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I did not know how much the ticket from New
York to Alabama was, but I thought that $75 was
sufficient for the trip, because I had previously
travelled from New. York to New Orleans by train and
it had cost me only $46, and thinking that Mobile,
Alabama, was farther down than NewliOrleans, it was
going to cost more than $L45. '

" But this gentleman told me in his reply that
he did not understand why I needed $75, since bus
fare from New York to Mobile was less than $40.
Then I took his letter and had a meeting with my

-relatives in New York, and they advised me not to

answer the letter, let alone take the trip to Mobile, -
Alabama, to find out what kind of job it was. Because
of the conversation that this man and I had at the alrport,
and this letter, my relatives understood that the only
job that this man might give me was to murder Dr., Martin
Luther King. If Itwere to go to Mobile and refuse the
job I was sure that I would not leave Mobile, Alabama,
alive. : _ -

- It was then that I decided to follow the advice
of my family. Nevertheless, I spoke with some other
people in New York City to get thelr opinion. They
had the same ides that my family had., I forgot '‘about
the matter after that, but I kept the letter,

T remained in New York until 30 May 1964, when I
returned to Panama. I am not sure that this is the man
who organized the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, but
this may be a clue leading to the person or persons '
responsible for the act. He was asked the following:

Has the -declarant anything to add about which he has

"not been questioned during this inquiry? He answered:

This is all that I have to say about this case.

And that being the case, this inquiry is declared
completed. It was read and found in. order and signed
by all those concerned.’ :

The informent ' The investigator

(s) Roderick CIAFLIN Brown Tnspector Domitilo A. CORDOBA

(s) Inspector Tomas ROYAL P,
Chief of the Homicide Section

DocId: 32613967
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Ui Roderdek.G Brown v . 7 ol
-+ e¢fo B.L.Brown e R S

385 staptaB .. e loonf ol __
- Bronx 53, N.Y, - ' I
*'* Dear Boar. S T e , .

. © This will acknouledge receipt of yowr letter of Jam:ary} :
-+ 28th concerning our conversation at the Mobile Ala Airport last -
o Octohm.v ’ . ’ ' h . ) ) . .

’

T .~ Please be advised that I have a job waiting for you ‘in A¥abawg. ' .o
., @8 8Soon as you are able .to make your arrangements to come here;" however, (

I do not understend why you need $ 75,00 when & bus ticket from New e

. York to Alabama costs less than & 40,00.

1R

. I am willing to help you in eny wey thet T oan but I ammot< " %
L clziar on this part of your letter and will expect to hear from you = ..o ..
A"", .T . gg n" '..‘ . . . Coe e . 3 ) . ..' "_ S - ".-‘,:: R )
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' S . Infomatlvo rendido por' ROUERICK cx.m BW, B
- ’ ' i ,
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] e e e e )
Ea la’ cludad: de Panam&, Slendo las dos- y cua.reata..y cinco mixmtos de la
ta.rde del’.dfa dieciseis de abril de mil novecientos sesmta Y ochq, campa-
recié ante el sus-cri_to J?fe‘.de la Seccién:do\ Homicidios dalfimpgﬁmto .
Nacional ‘ds- 'Inirestig‘acio»;\iést ,'“el sefior mim:x WvW';:a efocto. do _
remdis un-Informativo en la presehte::i.pvesfi@.éiéﬁ‘. Sin- juramento wi-epro- -
' ,' mio’yien completa lib"erbé‘!d para contestar: o’ o a?.lasx pngunusqusole
'romulbn. Intarrogado para que didentificata éu persoma ,Idiiao llmm o= ‘
iw,, P e betn mo\;queda ezpreeado, varén,~ Fondt;ref“e,mnegm,szdwﬁncuenta nﬁea da edw ) o
B o . cddo el d¥a 1'de Julio de 1917, en’ Hondura.a Brit&ﬁicas, e&ado barbaro, hi-
| | Jo deCHARIES T:" BROWN (difunto) y de DWCDME’LIZABTH ensmae W, pox-

tador® de> la Céduls, de Identidad Persona.l"ﬁo 'E 3 2&35 e iihnté* ea‘heblo

I “Hue'm,’ealle 5a; easa’ No 1.505, cuarto Ho 3 bajos. mawmo: * Banids
et i .

& /27%%/

. \X . cidiodiem esta" fecha- % ‘OON‘ESTG & raiz'del anesinato del’ bet ‘ H
‘ ‘6’”‘? “Talovinida
de este" pals ¥ de'puéa dd udit&r. ‘sobre ‘ol problm quo esﬂﬂbu. ’v:lviundo ioa ‘.

--v——‘— ~r<‘"w¢;.\q- J-‘-‘s.,..

T ~'‘“"’"‘“"”"‘”‘”"’“KIEC# ¥~ que- 'He tenido conocimiento 'y travez &a h

Lo - Bstados* Unidos por al cr.’unlen*del Doctor King y habieado viv‘idb !'o m axpo- ‘
"; T v\"ﬂ*—r_s ,AW%@-—~—~*MW HAS ‘?"’ é. . ‘*’eﬁ i amar: ‘ "‘"""‘ "7 ~' B~ v e Yawalstan

AN rlencia“a.‘.l& on’ 1oe Estados Unidos y que’ puede dsr lus*eh "el’ esalaroemm .

o . de ese” crimen, se’'lo ccmuniqué a un “amigo” m:[o Aqni en’ la. c:luda.d de Pmmd y A
éste me recomendé que " ha.blz{ra ‘con el Inspector cdrdoba dol Deparﬁmmto Eacio—‘

ml de Invsstignciones R para ver qué e sugeria s dospués de'habla.r don’ 91
Inspector c&doba, ‘dste me sugiri6 que suacribiem una’ dochnci&n en 086
senfido v le suministrd una carta que gua.rdo para que sacara um\ foto-eppia
para que fuera agregada a mi’ declaracién, sl dia 18 ‘de abr:Ll de’ 1962 sal! ?
del aeropuerto de Toeumen a.qu:[ en la ciudad de Pa.m.ma, con daatino a Puerto

g Espa.ﬁa, ‘donde’ coger.{a el ba.rco de la 'rex.aco 23.S, 'SOUTHAMPI'ON" donde 861

- G - ) ” ——Ln

-—-wa-’a.rwm e ~w e st s e -,w

. S ‘ vir:{a de coc:lnero—marinero. En “éste barco estuve enipléado’ durante sois me-
‘ B ses;" recorri Arrica, Venezuela, Trinidad, Ca.nad&, lobile-&lahma aa Estados N

Unidose Llegamos a Aldbama el dia 26 de” Octubre de 1962 eomo a las d:l.ez y

/o ) © . media de 1 ma”iana., Saliendo del Muelle hacia el aeropuert.o d.e Mobile-ﬂla-

' bama, como a La.s doce y media del dia, Ju.ntamente con los cmpa.ﬁeros vapo-
| : o
PP rinos que venia.mos hacia Panamé PFDRO ROU% hijo del I.icenc:iado Pedm WQ :

LN . . . ° * - . . . . N - . © DR AT
o, . .
/'rl/\,m,.‘.

’
- lr—Jw "
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panameﬁo, 'vmroa FODM&E, dd la casa No 5268, calle la, Juan Diaz, @qui

-3

on.la civdad.de Panamd,: Estando en el aeropuerto eh espera- -del an&a, .
- 410 llamé el sefior:MARVIN , LI'I"IELL hacla. su mesa er-la cafetorfa. dal-:

' aeropneno, hasta el mtxnexrto* Yo no le sab:ta su mombre-mi 16 conocia,
luego me brj.ndé un. café v me ‘higo estas pregnntae- mQue si noaotros

éramos turiata.s o eatpdia.ntesw' Yo le contesté que no: ramos m. estur-

diaatea ai :turistas, sino que éramoe marlnos eR camino a:Pamamd o°. Daeda.

..;l.a cgaaq Comtiau& sua pregxmtaa y me- dijo que ei Yo habf.e. visit;sd.o los t

f\

‘ 25 kEpta,dos Un_‘l.dosma.nteriomneatedyﬁqumpi*"ﬁfe‘ staba’\“*ios Fetadoefu idos:

Fiy y) Yo“ omtesté qua ne: mo gust.aba 1o

X

i Estadoa Unidos, , sino- ‘que me.

bé‘ ememta.m, ,dﬁm{ole oport\midad para que me: luciera més pmg\mtaa, él

J, g ,@mtonces Be- pregwnté :Quéersl no. G- gustar:[a quedame y Yo 1@ contesté

—-—’C *§=por~ esa*‘mzén}”élfp 3

: ~1:a a esta dimccién, ai en ca.so

|

. ‘gma eho 80, podx'fa hacer ésto, @l me - eontestés "M:L Pa.rtido esté, tx‘a.-
: J

bajesado @.hora miano aa al Gobdemo" ademﬁs que él .ora. due.ﬁo de una
|

o de:a f&bricas de a,uto:a&vil b g que adm&s. tenia bienos y- micea y qus

&% g‘gﬁ:gff»"'éuakquier "favor d par'te del sohi

o kn.'tv

on cua.lqnier mmemtoo Ahi fud cuand.o xne dijo" "Yo le~ doy tzﬁbaﬂo a“ w . ;. E
_«us;ed, tqmbjféa lo acaaoda an su apa.rtamento", pem emtoncee me- mgo N

sear o ~ b
ﬁ'x"-_» ".:y;',éé,s:-; 4:*“-—4~ .}-Gs—-'(‘“‘g:fﬁt_m—. vv‘xf—~gg.—!;r-s LU r-\

‘ ,““ﬁ“ﬁiﬁ gmgunta.s "Usf,ed oonoc@ .al Dogtor Ma.r’t.m Luther King ?” Yo 1@ :

a

- ,-v*,..-‘-\: LI -"-‘“‘ "‘*”‘i‘ b

r'\ l“J

-

r-....l« *; z\%ﬁ\’ —-—»‘".;d—:'«*‘“r' "“1‘-

.......

“ ?omteaté que Bo, lo co;:\noci;a,, pero que. si habia leido a.lgo 8obte él y“., v.,‘ ,‘

h! Lo

3}"; ""“f,?".‘”’?,"“ﬁd"sv Gﬁtmcea A dido L. setior mumus wnate hcmbre

es el dnico problma que teaanos por-vel medi.o, -6l cua.l nos est&l ca‘ !

sando muchas molestias“; 'entonces Yo 1e dije que nuestro timpo en el

aeroguerto esta.ba muy cort.o y que dentro de"-'“ ez a\quince minutoa maa
tirfa.moa ¥ qua por osa ma&n no aos qnada.ba. suficlente t.iemgo pare

aq@lizar nuestra coaversacion mejor- en ese ~mamento tams. ~ung, .tarjeta

d;‘? cita de él v me. d.icap en Gu%ﬂto‘5lle‘ :f-_l_ 3 Pa.namz eseribame una can- .

__’m,‘w_‘e‘,_ Ad:.‘k o~y -\." Qg Dl s "‘ww

esto 1o sacamos on conclusi&n por la Qonversacién del seﬁor Id.ttmlle

NWH:47243. . DocId:32613967 . . .
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.~ Mo a las diez y media de la noche, en el aeropuerto se ‘me himo saber de
que Yo no podia. sallr para Panam{ porque me hacia ﬁalta una Visa pa.rgbo—
l
.'.- der regresar, imnediatamente me’ reporté en Migracién del aempuex'to y
Y informé de lo- que me’ paSa.ba y ‘por 1a ayuda de }‘.igraai&u localied al Agen-
te del Bareo doude Io andaba y éste me- conaigui6 un hoepedaje o’ el hotel
en ei aeropue&'(:o, camo era fin de semana, tuve que pemanecex‘“ ahi en 6l
: \
: aeropuerto hasta el Lunes, cua,ndo loca.licé & 1a Mbajuda. Pammoﬁa pa
' . . - “ , :
e INE .y noe Pl.a Visaiz1l 5 P £ Adiav .| 5.1962 - Brs o
'%}"/- .:?2‘ @‘\_‘ ﬁ"‘*‘r\*\-»wiw ﬁoﬁée?ir ‘ ?isa% " 89.!},@,s o;;a\wasx(\amm%ei 'il,_e 00}&?2;‘@_:,_"}19 2 -
B 1as fiestas patria.‘s aqu.f' e Panamﬁ hasta el dia ‘)‘ de, wvimbm,.

‘:——!ﬁu':“

acho ’y fimh.da pbr el sefl

é%‘g"""“*&zxm =—-...a=-.>—, ,ﬁ,_c r-':
rﬂ' - 8611 YO! n

-8ejaron que ni contestara la carta, mucho menos pensara hacer el via;)e a‘ '.
\ REREE Yobile-Alabama para enteramme de qué clase de trabajo se tratabao, Por mo- - |

tivo de que la converdacién que Yoy el sefior habfamos ‘tenido en el .acro-
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