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OCA 97-1463 
19 May 1997 

Mr. John Millis 
Staff Director 
Permanent Select Committee 

on Intelligence 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Dear John: 
SUBJECT: Notification 
COUNTRY: United States 
ISSUE: (C) Identification of a CIA Employee (Marrell McCollough) in Time Magazine 

(U) Forwarded herewith is a background paper regarding the subject mentioned above. 
(U) If you have any further questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 
(
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/ g is
/ - -' 

, ......__~ 

John H//hoseman 
Director of Congressional Affairs 
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OCA 974463/1 
19 May 1997 

Mr. Michael W. Sheehy 
Democratic Counsel 
Permanent Select Committee 

on Intelligence 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Dear Mike: 
SUBJECT: Notification 
COUNTRY: United States 
ISSUE: (C) Identification of a CIA Employee (Marrell McCollough) in Time Magazine 

(U) Forwarded herewith is a background paper regarding the subject mentioned above. 
(U) If you have any further questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely 
i/I ”."~
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<f;7%Z'\ii 
John H. Moseman 

Director of/Congressional Affairs
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OCA 97-1463/2 
19 May 1997 

Mr. Taylor Lawrence 
Staff Director 
Select Committee on Intelligence United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Dear Taylor: 
SUBJECT: Notification 
QOUNTRY: United States 
ISSUE: (C) Identification of a CIA Employee (Marrell McCollough) in Time Magazine 

(U) Forwarded herewith is a background paper regarding the subject mentioned above. 
(U) If you have any further questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

ll’ 
I, / _-.- ~._,___-. _/“ K! ‘" 

t_ , 

JohU/H_xMoseman 
Director of Qongressional Affairs 
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OCA 97-1463/3 
19 may 1997 

Mr. Chris Straub 
Minority Staff Director 
Select Committee on Intelligence United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Dear Chris: 
SUBJECT: Notification 
COUNTRY: United States 
ISSUE: (C) Identification of a CIA Employee (Marrell McCollough) in Time Magazine 

(U) Forwarded herewith is a background paper regarding the subject mentioned above. 
(U) If you have any further questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely,
/ 

John H. Moseman 
Director of Congressional Affairs 
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OCA 97-1465/4 
19 May 1997 

The Honorable C.W. Bill Young Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security Committee on Appropriations House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
SUBJECT: Notification 
COUNTRY: United States 
ISSUE: (C) Identification of a CIA Employee (Marrell McCollough) in Time Magazine 

(U) Forwarded herewith is a background paper regarding the subject mentioned above. 
(U) If you have any further questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 
If/‘ , 1 
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John H. Moseman Director 0?/Congressional Affairs 
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OCA 974465/5 
19 May 1991 . 

The Honorable Ted Stevens 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
SUBJECT: Notification 
COUNTRY: United States 
ISSUE: (C) Identification of a CIA Employee (Marrell McCollough) in Time Magazine 

(U) Forwarded herewith is a background paper regarding the subject mentioned above. 
(U) If you have any further questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely,
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/ John H. Moseman 
Director of/Congressional Affairs 
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SUBJECT: Congressional Notification/Identification of a CIA Employee (Marrell McCollough) in Time Magazine 

(U) The purpose of this correspondence is to notify the oversight committees of the identification of a CIA employee in a recent Time magazine article (King Conspiracy Update, page 29, dated April 14, 1997). The article identifies Mr. Merrell McCullough (sic), who was with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., when Dr. King was assassinated on April 4, 1968. 
(U) The article contains a photo of Mr. McCollough kneeling over Dr. King moments after he was shot. Accord- ing to the article, conspiracy theorists are focusing on Mr. McCollough as a participant in a US Government conspiracy to murder Dr. King. These theorists believe that Mr. McCollough was a secret US agent who helped cover up the plot. Mr. McCollough was a Memphis, Tennessee, policeman working undercover at the time of the assassination. In the late 1970s, Mr. McCollough testified before the House of Representatives “Stokes” Committee regarding Dr. King's assassination. 
(U) Preceding the Time article, Mr. McCollough‘s name was mentioned on an episode of ABC's Prime Time Live which aired 3 April 1997. The show identified Mr. McCollough as a CIA employee and implied that he could have been working for the Agency at the time of the assassination. After the show aired, other members of the media began contacting the CIA‘s Public Affairs Staff (PAS). 

(C) Mr. McCollough entered on duty with the CIA on 23 June 1974 and served as a covert employee from 1974 to 1991; his cover was lifted as of 15 December 1991. Since Mr. McCollough is now an overt CIA employee, we were concerne that the media would attempt to link CIA and the Dr. King assassination. PAS, with direction from the Acting Director of Central Intelligence, gave background information to Mr. Jack White of Time magazine confirming Mr. McCollough's employment with the CIA since 1974. PAS emphasized to Mr. White the fact that Mr. McCollough was not hired until six years after the assassination took place. 
(U) Following Agency policy, Mr. McCollough has reported all contact with the media to PAS. 
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SUBJECT: (C) NOTIFICATION Regarding Identification of a 

DCI/OCA/LG/MJSuliCkzdms/37292 (14 May 97) 

CIA Employee (Marrell McCollough) in Time Magazine 

OCA 97-1463/1-5 (FNzwdata/notify/da970235.doc) 
Distribution: 

Original
1
1 

l—‘¥—‘P-‘ 

OCA 97-1463 
John Millis, HPSCI (w/encl) OCA Records (w/encl) 
D/OCA (w/encl) 
DCI/OCA/AO (w/encl) 
DDA (w/encl) #DA 97-0235 - Notification File (w/encl) 

OCA 97-1463/1 
Original ~ Michael Sheehy, HPSCI (W/encl) 

1 — OCA Records (w/encl) 
1 ~ Notification File (w/encl) 

OCA 97-1463/2 
Original — Taylor Lawrence, SSCI (w/encl) 

1 — OCA Records (w/encl) 
1 — Notification File (w/encl) 

OCA 97-1463/3 
Original — Chris Straub, SSCI (w/encl) 

1 — OCA Records (w/encl) 
1 ~ Notification File (w/encl) 

OCA 97—l463/4 
Original — Chm C.W. Bill Young, HAC/NS (w/encl) 

1 — OCA Records (w/encl) 
l — Notification File (w/encl) 

OCA 97-1463/5 
Original — Chm Ted Stevens, SAC/DEF (w/encl) 

1 — OCA Records (w/encl) 
1 — Notification File (w/encl)
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