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SUBJECT : Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr

MW,@ lalle s, ﬁ/ﬂ/&'éé’ﬁw /Z/‘é’ Q@ﬁ 7, [
1. Referencée is made to this Agency's out message
number 94270 dated 25 April 1968 concerning the assassi- i’-
nation of Dr. Martin Luthi; KING, J$§ : ngg e ///#Q/
o7 1-1-0] Sodevi i L o
2. On Iﬁ;%prll Roderick Clafl;a%ﬁﬁ5ﬁk a Panamanian Aﬁ'
national boxn.l. .July 1917 in Brltrsh _Honduras, voluntarlly
- appeared at the Department of National Investigations (DENI)
of the Republic of Panama and signed a dep031t10n, the Véﬂﬁ?&hﬁ/%

highlights of which are as follows: TV”“ od Zgygoo ”1;1:;:>

(1) On 26 October 1962 he served as cook/seaman \M)
aboard the Texaco S.S. Southhampton which docked at Mobile,
Alabama. _
i \& .
N, m,f"«
- (2) Wh11e on a shore. v151t to the Mobile airport 7/ ..
on_;hé/hornlng of 26 October 1962 in the company of two n}#w:ﬂ
fellow Panamanian seamen, he was approached by Marvin P. AR
-LIIIRELL owner of LITTRELL Motor Co., 921-25 South Clinton
Street, Athensq _Alabama, who after ascertaining BROWN was
a Panamanlan seaman, asked if he knewiof Dr. Martin Luther
KING, Jr.

(3) LITTRELL inquired whether BROWN was interested
in employment, the details of which were unspecified. He
went on to describe Dr. KING as /'Our greatest problem who -
is causing us much trouble. He gave BROWN a business card

to use in the event he was 1nbene n pursulngzthe e@gloy—
ment offer. B&Q’bg éﬁé§2g27ﬁ;_ ‘j

- (4) On 28 January, 1963 BROWN,qump @I%@gELL from
«New York City, stating he was interested in a jo and
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requested $75 for travel from New York City to Mobile.

On 2 February 1963 BROWN received a reply from LITTRELL,
restating that he had a job waiting for BROWN in Alabama,
but questioning why $75 was needed since the fare was less
than $40 by bus.

(5) After discussions with a relative and friends
in New York City, BROWN suspected that the LITTRELL job
offer was related with assassination plans for Dr. KING.
Therefore he did not respond to the LITTRELL letter and
dismissed the incidént until the death of Dr. KING in
April 1968. BROWN returned to Panama in 1964.

3. Enclosed for your information is a copy of the
LITTRELL letter and the Spanish language deposition made
by BROWN, as well as an English translation of the deposition
as described in paragraph 2 of the referenced out message.

&

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLANS:

L i b/

AMES ANGLETON

CSCI-316/01702-68
W
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Report submitted by Roderick Claflin Brown

In Panama City at 2:&51p.m. on 18 April 1968, Roderick
Claflin Brown appeared before the undersigned Chief of the
‘Homicide Section of the Natiional Investigation Department .
to submit a report dealing with ‘the present investigation.
Unsworn and without any hurry, and in complete liberty to
answer or not the question put to him, Asked to identify
himself, he said his name is as given, male, Honduran
national, Negro, 50 years old, born on 1 July 1907 in
British Honduras; married, barber by tradeé, son of
Charles T, Brown (deceased) and Drucilla Elizabeth Castro
de Brown, with personal Identity Card #E-3-2L35, residing
at Pueblo Nuevo, Calle 5, house # 1505, room #3, lower floor,

QUESTION: Declarant, explain the reason why you have. come
to the Homicide Section today?
ANSWER: Because of the assassination of Dr., Martin Luther
King, about which I learned from the press, radio, and
television in this country; after thinking over the problem
that the United States was living through because of the
crime against Dr, King, and having gone through an experience
there in the United States, that may throw some light on that
crime, I communicated to a friend of mine here in Panama
City, and he advised me to talk t6 Inspector Cordoba, of the-
National Investigation Department; the latter suggested that
I present and sign a deeélaration to that effect, and I gave
him a letter which I am keeping to have a photo-copy made
so that it can be added to my declaration, On 18 April 1962
I left Tocumen airport here in Panama City, for Port of Spain,
were I was to go on board the SS SOUTHAMPTON TEXACO, on which
I was to be the cock, I was employed on this ship for six
months: I travelled throughout Africa, Venezuela, Trinidad,
Canads, and Mobile, Alabama. We arrived in Alabama on 26
October 1962 around 10:30 in the morninge. We ls £t the pier
toward the Mobile airport at 12:30 P.M. along with two
friends who were also sailors on their way to Panama, Pedro
ROUSE, son of Dr. Pedro RO USE, and Victor RODMAN, who lives
at #5268 1st St., Juan Diaz, here in Panama City.
.+ While waiting for the airplane Mr. Marvin LITTRELL calle d
Feto ‘nig“table: In the airport cafeteria. Up to that
moment did not knowbis\name nor had I met him,Later on
he asked me to have & cup of coffee, and he asked the following
question: "Are you students or tourists?" I replied that
'Wwe were neither, only sailors on our way to Panama or home,
- He kept asking questions, and asked if T had visited the
United States previously, and whether T liked the U.S.
I answered that I did not like the United States, I simply
adored 1t, which gave way to more questions.
He asked if I would like to stay. I asked how I could
do that, and he replied: "My Party is in power." Besides,
he owned one o¥ two automobile dealerships, and owned
real state, :
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For that reason he could get favors from the government
at anytime., That is when he said: “"I'1ll employ you, and
get an apartment for you." But he then asked me a question:
"Do you know Martin Luther King?" I replied that I did
not, but that I had read something about him and his
activities, Then Mr, Littrell said: "This man is the only
problem that we have in our way; he is causing us a great

deal of inconvenience." I said that our time at the
airport was very limited, and we were to leave in ten or
fifteen minutes, and for that reason we could not evaluate
our conversation carefully.

At that moment he took one of his cards, and said:
"As soon as you get to Panama write to me at this address
if you are interested in working for me."

When I left his table I told Pedro and Victor
about the subject of conversation, and we 811 agreed that
what this man wanted was for us to kill Dr, Luther King,
and we reached that conclusion because of the conversation
with Mr, Littrell, '

On that occasion we returned to Panama, but upon
reaching Miami, Florida, around 10:30 P.M., I was told
at the airport that I could not leave for Panama because
I needed a visa in order to return. I immediately went
to Immigration at the airport and reported what was
happening to me, and with the aid of Immigration I was

. able to find the agent of the ship in which I travelled,
and he got me a room at the airport hotel,

Because this happened on a weekend I had to stay
at the airport until Monday, when 1 got to the Panamanian

Egbassy and got a visa; arriving in Panama on 31 Yctober
1962,

I was in Panama during the celebration of the
natiomal holidays, and on 5 November I got a visa for
New York. I stayed in Panama until 23 December and left
for New York at 12:05 on 2 Pecember and arrived in the
ai rport in New York at 12:30 the same day.

. I stayed in New York until 28 January 1963. While
in “ew York I decided to write to Mp, Marvin P, LITTRELL
to get more information about the job about which we had
talked. It was then that I received the letter dated 2
February 1963, copy of which, signed by Mr. Littrell, is
in the photocopy that I am giving to this office, I am
keeping the original., In the letter that I sent him I
asked him to send me $75 (US), which I was to use on a
trip to Mobile, Alabama, )
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I did not know how much the ticket from New
York to Alabama was, but I thought that $75 was
sufficient for the trip, because I had previously
travelled from New. York to New Orleans by train and
it had cost me only $46, and thinking that Mobile,
Alabama, was farther down than NewiOrleans, it was
going to cost more than $U5.

" But this gentleman told me in his reply that
he did not understand why I needed $75, since bus
fare from New York to Mobile was less than $40.
Then I took his letter and had a meeting with my
‘relatives in New York, and they advised me not to
answer the letter, let alone take the trip to Moblle, -
Alebama, to find out what kind of job it was. Because
of the conversation that this man and I had at the airport,
and this letter, my relatives understood that the only
job that this man might give me was to murder Dr. Martin
Luther King, If Iitwere to go to Mobile and refuse the
job I was sure that I would not leave Mobile, Alabama,
alive. :

. It was then that I decided to follow the advice
of my family. Nevertheless, I spoke with some other
people in New York City to get their opinion. They
had the same idea that my family had. I forgot 'about
the matter after that, but I kept the letter.

I remained in New York until 30 May 196, when I
returned to Panama. I am not sure that this is the man
who organized the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, but
this may be a clue leading to the person or persons
respongible for the act. He was asked the following:
Has the -declarant anything to add about which he has
not been questioned during this inquiry? He answered:
This is all that I have to say about this case.

And that being the case, this inquiry is declared
completed, It was read and found in order and signed
by all those concerned,

The informant ' The investigator

(s) Roderick CLAFLIN Brown Inspector Domitilo A, CORDOBA

(s) Inspector Tomas ROYAL P,
Chief of the Homicide Sectlon
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© ¢ Roderick.C Brown . | H
; . ¢/o B.L.Brown S R A s S
318165 St Apt 2B . R ot

"< Dear Rod:. S .‘ - R i R SR |

. This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of January . ..
.- - 28th concerning our conversation at the Mobile Ala Alrport last ”
' October. L T T AT

’ : Tl s T s

. SR
[

Ve e

. _ Please be advised that I bave a job waitirg for you ‘ih AJabamg. - ..

T .. 88 soon as you are able to make your arrangements to come here; however, . -
i+ I do not understend why you need § 75.00 when g bus ticket from New .~ ..

-~ . York to Alabama costs less than & 40.00. ' TR

1eos

¢ P . 5

"I am willing to help you in any wey thit I can bub I em ot~
clear on this part of your letter and will expect to hear from you

Very tru '.;;r;)ur.sl'{9 L e - R

Mervin P, Littrell R P TR
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Informativo Tendido por' RODERICK CL&FIEE BBG%BQ

A’\
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§
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En la ciudad de Pana.mé, slendo las dos- y cuarmta..y cinco mirmtos de la
tarde del dfa dieciseis de abril de mil novecientos Sesenta.y’ ocha, ccmpa—-
reclé ante el suscrito Je:fe» de la Seccién de Homiecidios dml‘angpammento . |
(e ERICK CLAFLIN. BRDWM, - a efecto de

Nacional 'de- vInvestig‘acion'.es,’ el sefior

s

remiitr un-Infovmativo en la presente . mvestigacléng Sin- jnrmmto m a,pre-
. mi&yien ocmp]eta liberbad para contestar-o po a las- preg\mtas qu« se le
formulen, Iﬁtarrogado para que identificata su persoma ,/di;}o llmam o=

i
S—E queda expreaado, varéa,,homduwa%pnegm 5 de—~ ;aeaenta aﬂas d@ eda&raa-—d

T R
Ny ‘v“ N. - . cido el dfa 1'de Julio d3 1917, en Honduras Brit&ﬂicas, easado, bzrbaro, hi-
% - jo de'CHARLES T;" BROWN (difunto) ¥ de DRUCTLIA BLIZARRTH' cmsma« BROWH, pox*-
\‘&\\ | tador de” la Cédula de Identidad Persoaal Yo B &3 2!.35, residents Py ﬂsblo
\ o "'Huev ca]le 5a, easa No b,505, cuarto No 3 bajos. nmamam mnﬁue el
%\/ bi | . daclaranta el motivo- por el cual usted se- ha' acercaéo & 1a Saceiéﬁ 0 Hami«
- \X ‘ cidiod en- esta fecha- 7, OO%K‘EBTO & Tafs’ del" aseainata del bbc‘tb ' m& wm
"‘”‘< ;*;'”:“_““"~‘“”KIEG y- que “He” tenido conocimimto S travez i h Pr@égi; Ra'.cﬁ.df yﬂ_Talicviniéa
Q de este’ pais ¥y despuéa de mdﬂ.t.ar‘ sobré el proble:na quc ‘entidba’ viviuado 1os B
\% S Estados Umidos por el crdmen del‘ Doctor ng y habiead\o vividb Yo u&h mq)e-
e xzw IR rienciadmlé e:; ”io;s'Esta‘dos Unic;oé y que puede dar 1ﬁz Q;Me?:;:;r;;;x;i;z;ﬁi

- de ese’ erimea, 8e 'lo comuniqué a un’ ‘amigo mio Aqui en’ la ciudad de’ Pm.a.mé y
éste me recmnendé que’ habla{ra con el Inspect.or cdrdoha del Departammto Eaeio-;
4 Bal de Investigaciones R pa.ra ver qu& e sugeria y después cio ha.Bla.r don el
Inspector Cénioba, ‘dste me sugirié qus suscribiera una’ declaraciés an ese .
senﬁdo v le suninistré uma ‘carta que guardo pafa que 'saca.r_a una foto-cppia.'*f
para que fuera éﬁgregéda 'a'mi;"de;dlaraéiéaé El d:!alee abrildel962sal£
del asmpuerto de Tocumen a.qui en la cmdad ae Pa.namé, con destiao a Pnerbo -
. Esp&ﬁa “donde cogeria el barco de la. Texaco “Sﬁo'SOWN“ doade sefw

G e i 3 e - ,—L_ i N
o = TR T § G T e O o A S S T e T i e s _1........_,€n,,

vir:fa de c:oc:lrle*m—-ma.rimve:m'.D En éste barco estuve anpléa,do durmte ssis me-

ses; recorrf Africa, Venezuela,, 'I'rim.da.dp Ca.nadé, lobile-—Alahama eh Estados ;
Unidose Llegamos’ & : Alébama el dfa 26 dé Octubre de 1962 como & las diez y
- . media de 1a mafana’, Saliendo del Muelle hacia el aeropuerts de Mobila-ﬂla-

bama,, cemo a. las doce y medla del dia, ju.nta.mente con los ccmpaﬁeros vapo-

o rinos que venfamos hacia Panam.i P}'«‘DRO ROUSE hijo ‘del I.icenciado Pedm Rouse

......

& ' X . A
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panamefio; VICTOR ROIMSE, dd la casa No 5268, calle la, Juan Dfaz, aqui

en-la ciudad de Panamé, Es@ando en ei aeropuerto eh espera-»d’el aﬁéa,',

WO llazné el seﬁer MARVIN , LITTELL hacn.a su mesa en la cafeteria del-- -

' aampuart.o, hasta el mcxneato Yo no le sabfa su mombre mi.lo conociag

luego me br{md& un.cafd y me higo estas preguniass "Que- si noeotros

. éra,mos turistas o estpdia.ntesm Yo le- contesté que no-: éramos n;L estu»

dia.ntes ni ‘turistas; sino que éramos - mar_mos en eamino a- Paaamﬁ o Daeia-

._la c@sa.@ Comtiau& Bug preguntas y me digo que 31 Yo habia visitg:\_d.o los 5

Egtados Unides-vaaterioﬁneatevﬁy que«si‘!ﬁe"’é’u‘%taba ’ﬁos @stados U
(’

~\v' \'

y) Yo l@ comtast@ q_ua RO me gustaba los Estados Unidos,  sino-que me.

A o L2 T IR 2%, 12
. -

i

_.,i;éiz ammtahﬂ, d&adele opor’t\midad para que me: hlciem »és pmgunt&s, él e

!
@Etonces Be- pmgumté quersi mo me - gustaria quedame y Yo 1@ eomtasté

qm; cﬁao - 8G. pedx'fza hacer, ésto, él me eontesté “Mi Partido estd tra.u
bajamde ahox'a mismo =% el Gobiamo'” ademﬁs que &l . era. dueﬁo -de um

|
;0 de:a f&brie,w de a.utoaﬁvil Y que adax!né.s tania bieaas y. mic@a ¥ qu@

gz:-—»:a,"’:

A5 ;%*afﬁ”e‘f cuathuiar favor de pa; parte del gohiemo

FEOLSTH R

T V.“p@or esa"m%n’*bélf"

-.zé

lmu

_,,... e -r—aL‘ *&?Mh'-‘- S
i

; ,oa’ cualquier mamemtoe Ah.f fug. cuamio me dijm “’Yo le doy ta:}o & t»n,;::" |

3
asteds tqmbiféa lo accmoéo en su. apartamento“,' pezm @mtoaces me n.i,so =

,,‘— e 4 ‘Kﬁﬁﬁ&.‘, "Z-"":‘ o e e TS ,—r?&\\

ok %%%*M:mﬁémc“ *—Y:‘S""“? T

rogunts: FUsted conoco, al Doctor Yartin Luther King. ?ﬁ To.lo -,

eomtesté que Bo, lo conociaf pero que sf habia. leido algo sobre &l FVara a

J sus a,ctividad@s i matonces me di,jo @1 seﬁor htfz;rells "’Este hmbm -, )-, L

H
es el ﬂnico pmbl@ma que t@&@nos por el medio, el: cual nos

smdo mugbas moleatias“; ent,oncea Yo Te. dlje que Ruestro tiampo on. el oaf

aempuerto estaba muy cor‘he y que dentro de diez a.quince minut.os Baps-,,
i& -

tirfmnos y que por esa mzﬁn no ROS . qneda.ba suflclente tiampo parg

o aaalizar nuestra coaversacion mejor, en ese amcmanto tcmé g tar;eta

de cita de él y me. dica, en cuanto‘ uegue k-3 P@.namé eseribame una can- .

- ~ta. a esta direccién, v

esto 1o sacamos en conclusién por la conversacié del 'seﬁor Littmllg

-—

WL

' Em esa ocasiéa regresqmos a Panamé, pero al llegar a Miami*lorida;

A}

. Ly
T VAT )
(r:. i (.)_5,:-\}1. &,;:.,« .

T
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Vieneooo

——

o~ mo é"las diez & media de,lh noche, en el aéropuentd se me himo saber'de

que Yo no podia salir para FPanamf porque me hacfa ﬁalta una Visg paraéo—
i

der regresar, inmediataménte me reporté eﬂ,higracién del aeropuerto y
informé de lo- que me’ paSaba ¥y ‘por la ayuda de Higr&eién localied al Agen-

te del barco donde Yo andaba y éste me"consigulé un hoepsdaje en el hotel

-

en el aeropuerto, ~camo era fin de semana, tuve gde permanecer ahi en el
\ .

5,d_ Nggnamé‘el diaw3l<d§M00tugE§,g“~l962of7
d S ‘J’i ﬁ‘x} , { :

”\,Y_ ‘ 'fwﬂ'ﬁ:\ las flestas patriﬁs;équfﬂen Panamé hasta el dia 5 de. noviembra,

3§§¢m.xa;w%»wﬂ ma,' o -
W”“£”§*6n Yo?necesita

‘sejaron que ni COntGSLETa la carta, mucho menos pensara hacer el viaje a ;”

\ ) o ' Moblle~Alabama para enterarme de qué clase de trabajo se tratabao Por o= -

o

tivo de que la converdacién que Yo y el sefior habfamos tenido en sl aero-

| NW 47243 Docld:32613967 Page 10 -~ . . S



-

s

X }'.ir - puer%o y esta carta, por lo queiniu famlllares tenian entend1= Y | f\ ' BN
Q'el‘asesino del Doctor Martin Lu%her Klng, que ® Yo me decidiea T ' .fi‘1~ i?

i ’:’~,wa.‘-‘ra 4 1? a Mbbil@ y no aceptara 31 trabaJo, era seguro que YO no A S iV\k'

%\ : jfp‘f;*Tf“ibg a. salir vivo &e Mobile—Alab;ma, fué eutonces cuando Yo da— ;?A: ?€ N ’i\

! i.;ﬁ:jé}i\iéiégﬁseéﬁir 109 coneejos de- mi %amilia sin embargop hablé con ;‘;e: ;{‘&é¥ ;' ’,m{

. o ‘v!
g Y
;de‘ellos ygesésﬁgersgggs teﬂﬁan lammisma'

AR **;7", i

\'~aﬁo»de 196@ euando regrasﬁ para Panamé‘ Io 0. estoy seéﬁ%o

éeAalgo

o € eSS

el declaranta*§i~tie

) e -
A SR ~;~i O ]

tLwe
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