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' SUBJECT : Dr. Martin Luther KING, Jr. --—~ Q, W i‘ _." I’ \;‘;41_ 

F7av:Ja) 

5“ 

\-.gQm'

_ 

,1. Reference is madegto this Agéh¢y*§ @ut°me§§£§e”” , 
' 

_§ 
number 94270 dated 25 April 1968 concerning the assassi- 
nation of Dr‘. Martin Luther KING, Jr. t 1,,.£/.‘.,.,, t fit I 

fa . 

' f;’.#’;~"Jr¢73l' » 

my-_1,~_i>.2.,. hh<£ar.»r».__i:./.a//' -~~ 
2 On I6 April 

_ 

. 
, 

' »Roderick_Claflin¥BR§FM, a Panamanian éZAZ' 
national born_l_JQl¥nL§l7 in §¥T£f§EIH§fl§gras, voluntarily //”’/ 

" appeared at the Department of National Investigations (DENI) 
of the Republic of Panama and signed a deposition, the pénoquwr/Z 

(1) On 26 October l962 he served as cook/seaman 
highlights of which are .-is follows: 7¢’”“J@J 

aboard the Texaco S.S. Southhampton which docked at Mobile, \%j 
Alabama. ' 

~ 
-

. 

. . 
\*\§

k 

,. (2) While on a shore visit to the Mobile airport éaLfiL 
ontthe/morning of 26 October 1962 in the company of two nm¢yW7 
..e1l9w Panamanian seamen, he was approached by M;IMin,P. "”" 
-BITIRELL, owner of LITTRELL Motor Co., 92l:25 South Qlinton 
StreetL_Aihens4 
KING, Jr. 

V (3) LITTRELL inquired whether BROWN was interested 

. ¢;;;;§_~__€Mm.., Alabama, who after ascertaining BROWN”wasEE // a Panamanian séaman, asked if he knewaof Dr. Martin Luther 

in employment, the details of which were unspecified. He 
went on to describe Dr. KING as/"Our greatest problem who 
is causing us much trouble." ,§e gave BROWN a business card 
to use in the event he was interest n pursuingsthe em loy- 
ment ofter. 

&E=G_ 63 

_New York City, stating he was interested in a JO and _mX (4) On 28_Januar$,l963 BROWN|@n@p §Ifl§§ELL from 
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requested $75 for travel from New York City to Mobile. 
I 

On 2 February l963 BROWN received a reply from LITTRELL,
V 

restating that he had a job waiting for BROWN in Alabama, ~ 

but questioning why $75 was needed since the fare was less 
. than $40 by bus. ,

-

r 

(5) After discussions with a relative and friends 
in New York City, BROWN suspected that the LITTRELL job 
offer was related with assassination plans for Dr. KING.' 
Therefore he did not respond to the LITTRELL letter and 

_ 
dismissed the incident until the death of Dr. KING in 
April 1968. BROWN returned to Panama in 1964. 

3. Enclosed for your information is a copy of the 
LITTRELL letter and the Spanish language deposition made 
by BROWN, as well as an English translation of the deposition 
as described in paragraph 2 of the referenced out message.‘ 

FOR THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR PLANS: ' 

It ‘éFu~/ 
‘ AMES ANGLETQN 

CSCI—3l6/Ol7D2—68 
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Report submitted by Roderick Claflin Brown 

In Panama City at 2:h5 p.m. on 18 April 1968, Roderick 
Claflin_Brown appeared before the undersigned Chief of the . 

»Homicide Section of the Natfional Investigation Department. 
to submit a report dealing withfthe present investigation. 
Unsworn and,without any hurry, and in complete liberty to 
answer or not the question put to him. Asked to identify 
himself, he said his name is as given, male, Honduran 
national, Negro, SO years old, born on l July 1907 in British Honduras; married, barber by trade, son of 
Charles T. Brown (deceased) and Drucilla Elizabeth Castro 
de Brown, with personal Identity Card #E-3-2h3S, residing 
at Pueblo Nuevo, Calle 5, house # h5OS, room #3, lower floor. 
QUESTION: Declarant, explain the reason why you have come 
to the Homicide Section today? 
ANSWER: Because of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, about which I learned from the press, radio, and 
television in this country; afiter thinking over the problem 
that the United States was living through because of the 
crime against Dr. King, and having gone through an experience 
there in the United States, that may throw some light on that 
crime. I communicated to a friend of mine here in Panama 
City, and he advised me to talk to Inspector Cordoba, of the" National Investigation Department; the latter suggested that 
I present and sign a declaration to that effect, and I gave him a letter which I am keeping to have a photo-copy made‘ 
so that it can be added to my declaration. On 18 April 1962 
I left Tocumen airport here in Panama City, for Port of Spain, 
wiere I was to go on board the SS SOUTHAMPTON TEXACO, on which 
I was to be the cook. I was employed on this ship for six 
months: I travelled throughout Africa, Venezuela, Trinidad, 
Canada, and Mobile, Alabama. we arrived in Alabama-on 26 October 1962 around lO:§O in the morning. We kaft the pier toward the Mobile airport at 12:30 P.M. along with two friends who were also sailors on their way to Panama, Pedro . 

HOUSE, son of Dr. Pedro HDUSE, and Victor RODMAN, who lives 
at #5268 lst St., Juan Diaz, here in Panama City. 

__- While waiting for the airplane Mr, Marv1n'L1TTRELL Qalygd 
‘§git6fhiiQ§§b1éT in the airport cafeteria. Up to that 
moment I did not knowmisxname nor had I met him.Later on 
he asked me to have a cup of coffee, and he asked the following 
question: "Are you students or tourists?" I replied that 
’we were neither, only sailors on our way to Panama or home. ‘He kept asking questions, and asked if I had-visited the United States previously, and whether I liked the U.S. 
I answered that I did not like the United States, I simply 
adored it, which gave way to more questions. 

He asked if I would like to stay. I asked how I could 
do that, and he replied: "My Party is in power." Besides, 
he owned one or two automobile dealerships, and owned

_ real state. ~ 

~ 

pl: ‘ 
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For that reason he could get favors from the government 
at anytime. That is when he said: "I'll employ you, and 
get an apartment for you." But he then asked me a question 
"Do you know Martin Luther King?“ I replied that I did 
not, but that I had read something about him and his 
activities. ’I‘hen1"lr. Littrell said: “This man is the only 
problem that we have in our way; he is causing us a great 

' deal of inconvenience.“ I said that our time at the 
airport was very limited, and we were to leave in ten or 
fifteen minutes, and for that reason we could not evaluate 
our conversation carefully. 

At that moment he took one of his cards, and said: 
"As soon as you get to Panama write to me at this address 
if you are interested in working for me." 

when I left his table I told Pedro and Victor 
about the subject of conversation, and we all agreed that 
what this man wanted was for us to kill Dr. Luther King, 
and we reached that conclusion because of the conversation 
with Mr. Littrell. ' 

On that occasion we returned to Panama, but upon 
reaching Miami, Florida, around 10:30 P.M., I was told 
at the airport that I could not leave for Panama because 
I needed a visa in order to return. I immediately went 
to Immigration at the airport and reported what was 
happening to me, and with the aid of Imigration I was 

. able to find the agent of the ship in which I travelled, 
and he got me a room at the airport hotel. 

Because this happened on a,weekend I had to stay 
at the airport until Monday, when 1 got to the Panamanian 
Egbassy and got a visa; arriving in Panama on 31 Vctober 
19 2. 

I was in Panama during the celebration of the 
national holidays, and on 5 November I got a visa for New York. I stayed in Panama until 23 December and left 
for New York at 12:05 on 2h December and arrived in the 
airport in New York at 12:30 the same day. 

_ T 
W 

I stayed in New York until 28 January 1963. While 
in “aw York I decided to write to Mr. Marvin P; LITTRELL 
to get more information about the job about which we had 
talked. It was then that I received the letter dated 2 A 

February 1963, copy of which, signed by Mr. Littrell, is 
" in the photocopy that I am giving to this office. I am 
keeping the original. In the letter that I sent him I’ 
asked him to send me $75 (US), which I was to use on a 
trip to Mobile, Alabama. ‘ 

‘v-.-. 
'\s~ R. -

. 4%-I?7.1 :--P W "w'*'~‘"‘3 
~ " ~ =l1;.: 
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I did not know how much the ticket from New 
York to Alabama was, but I thought that $75 was ‘ 

sufficient for the trip, because I had previously 
travelled from New York to New Orleans by train and 
it had hoatma only the, aha thinking that -Mobile, 
Alabama, was farther down than New@Orleans, it was 
going to cost more than $h§a 

' But this gentleman told me in his reply that 
he did not understand why I needed $75, since bus 
fare from New Yonk to Mobile was less than $hO. 
Then I took his letter and had a meeting with my 
~relatives in New York, and they advised me not to 
answer the letter, let alone take the trip to Mobile,~ 
Alabama, to find out what kind of job it was. Because 
of the conversation that this man and I had at the airport, 
and this letter, my relatives understood that the only 
job that this man might give me was to murder Dr. Martin 
Luther King; If Itwere to go to Mobile and refuse the 
job I was sure that I would not leave Mobile, Alabama, 
alive. - 

,It was then that I decided to follow the advice 
of my family. Nevertheless, I spoke with some other 
people in New York City to get their opinion. They 
had the"same idea that my family had. I forgot about 
the matter after that, but I kept the letter. 

I remained in New York until 30 May 196h, when I 
returned to Panama. I am not sure that this is the man 
who organized the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, but 
this may be a clue leading to the person or persons 
responsible for the act. He was asked the following: 
Has the declarant anything to add about which he has 
not been questioned during this inquiry? He answered: 
This is all that I have to say about this case. 

And that being the case, this inquiry is declared 
completed. It was read and found in order and signed 
by all those concerned. < 

The informant The investigator 

(s) Roderick CLAFLIN Brown Inspector Domitilo A. CORDOBA 

(s) Inspector Tomas ROYAL P. 
Chief of the Homicide Section 

/‘3

J Hlr ta- .3~v'§*i~ 
‘--;‘»’!?Es...~ 

NW H243 Docld:32613%? Pagefi 3 '



‘flu-kf;» _____ 

,\.¢ 

. _' ~ '- 
>1 -_ '_ “ 

~' 
i 

' 

. T’; ""4
- 

. 4 ‘,.,. “‘ 

$335.5. iw’\@?@R CO. 2 * 

V v .0, ' 

_ 
_ 

= 

7&3?-!?99e‘,gva-2-5593-a,-4__Wgzz’-25 s<>. Cfinton 5:. -Wu. s. 72 a,--»<.~~.-. 
o

, 

‘ 

_' 4_. ;__<“ _ ,'.m-~- 
. 

..-.-.1-2,‘, >____.“‘ 
. 

-i 
- 

I N . ‘ _ v , 
~~‘v~, __ ATHENS, ALABAMA . 

. . . 0 

' 

_ 

- - E fl '1 

Ab * 
- 

. La 

- 1‘ ' 

;». 
- -- 

. ,, . 
- ' 

, -\ .. 1 . _ _ _ __-__.- _‘.\;!|-3:.- -1- . .0 “~=---on 0, , _ _.___. ‘_-,U._;._._>_1_, .“..._3:.( 4' 
. -'J"“<~.

1 0 
. 

Q‘-.»"\ 
- 

"" _-M V» 
, 

.
. 

'- ,..-;=¢~,.;~~ -~*—~~-@-- --»-»~~~“ 
. A 

A - 

. 
0 .

A ~ - - .. .-m». -- iv__ 2-, .;;;—-.v. <__ _ ,... ..._--',.~: < ‘ 

. ~ “ 

, >» 
~ » “ V -,. .r...‘,.,, ,i ..__ ~»~_..-,,‘.,,_.._.._.,._.._,_.?,-..)!.-1 , 

f V . . » .0 ;»=.='£4< Lo: . 
" ‘ .‘ ’-, =: .= 0; 

- 
' ‘

4 . 
_, ‘E7-§§';..f,a.§:x;§:i :0}?/;;fl ‘ 

_‘ ._ 
~ 

.::__¢ > ~ 
i 

0 .' I ~
, 

“ 
:....\.*=E;.'}!"-fie} k; . 

' 

“',?~‘..:-~_-“~'f,fl_ I, ' *_v_,_,.,¢=-_'§*¢:‘<i'§_\!~\,i}-} ~ A 

A-_'_‘ K, " ’ '?"'“'-'11:?’ 
f¥.3.-.Q. - . . I. 

“ 
I - i'_-_....-\--»~"* 

" -_-1....‘-“-=~-’. 

'§”"7;FVZ"

I

, 

. ,v'¢' 

. 

F Fe‘bru;:.:"3r 2, 1963 
I J 

1
'

P 

up-an-¢@—i_ 

f m:.z:.':::*.;;4;;;.,:,;;4;o;.;::.~. . 
4 ; _ _ _

" 
4 

' ' ‘ 

' * 0° 1: L 8.? 
LS ‘o 

.2‘ '°‘
» 

n Q ' ‘ 

" * .‘Roderick~C Brown I ”
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_ . c/0 B.'L.Brown » 

'.- 
. 

~ 
_ 

-A

. 

» 318 165 st. Apt 2 B _» ~ ~ " " " "=-<"'r'"“"‘-‘ 

Dear Rodi . 

_ 
. 

, 

~ ~ ‘ f - "2:
; 

\ Q‘ , This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of January - 
I

o 

; 

* 28th concerning our conversation at the Mobile Ala Airport.-_;2.;st'I':7" 1'
\ 

, October. ~ 

0 
V 

I F A 

-W ,

“ 

_ 

‘ 

Please be advised that I have a. job waiting ‘for -1' -

. 

~ as soon as you are able .to make your arrangements to come; hez'e;:hpye1w_re;~',‘ 
I , Q 

' 

I do not understand why you need $ 75.00 when a_. bus ticket from New 
1 _ York to Alabama costs less than 40.00. ‘ 

_ _ 
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‘ I am willing to help you 111 any way um I can but I <az:'1.not"A"
V 

I 
_ clear on this part of your letter and will expecjh to hear ‘fiom you f_ Y ‘again. ' * 
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- Very tr" yours, J - . _ ~l 

< Marvin . »Li'btrell 
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