
( 

not have a high degree of education. RAY is said to drink 
alcoholic beverages with a preference for vodka and beer and 
is a country and western music fan. 

RAY should be considered armed and extremely 
dangerous. 

It is requested that any information concerning 
RAY be immediately furnished to the FBI in Alaska at 
Anchorage, Fairbanks, or Juneau, Alaska offices. 

Attached for your assistance is one copy of 
Wanted Flyer Number 442 dated April 17, 1958 containing 
descriptive data which has been updated as set forth above. 

-2-



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

( 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

'~tIBqi'ti 'G~if!t.fil' '.f]lii/ij 
:, ,. ','..• '"<·" .:· '' ·, , - ' ' . ., . ,, . ·, ' . ·. .' '', •, .,. '' 

. JJf!jq:o • 8 Years Ago i• 
.. "1JERRY:•cQHEN, .·. ~'~a~t r~·'Ray 
1be,~A.~'Umt!II. erMt,m.ff«iniihank., .. ·:> .. : 

·. LOO ANGEL~ ~ 20 · '.'q ATl'Rl!\.Cl'ED' th~.~ of 
·· ~bt«l caireer.'of J~ ~ri• oe~ po~ who,•· attested, Ray ~•ri .~ted : of killmg ~- ):lartin ii,;nd' mat.61ied .him up, with' line ;bank 

Luciaer l{ing, ~~ in 4awlitown LQs bpok' and a11Qly ~~119. . ..•. · •. · · · 
~ • eady ou. a.ti; . Qct<>b«' evening · · . Rao/• gi~en 90. daiys ~ the court• 
18 )'.eats 'Ago. ,, · ,, '.• · . . . fy jail and. phK:iea on .1JWO ye,ars pt(l;ba-

~.-- ....,._ u(. ~ a typewriter , •~·.b,y ~i<>tJooge W:'Tnn,iey F~x, · 
frQQi. lQe. tbi:rd tk>o,: C1i.f&e of the Foe- · · ~ · r~itedi · · · . · ·.. , . , 
um Qilfeteria, · · .·.·· . ' < .· · · • . .·· .. · , 1udge Fox's lell'ici:t~ W86 :~ ~ 

.11be aMisitant ~ <,augbt hin). · tl!l~-· tep,>1t of Dep.. 'CQ,wtty Pi'obaition 
in ~e act and ~-· with him but_ ~ .fleroort W; Audit itrid. ffi~ plea 
Jtai ~ · arwar -- not tot 1ont '.how.; i;(: !)op. 'Public ~~r aicltatd . s. · 
ffer. .· ' .. · · B~~. iwho rep.resented ltay,' · who 

Ai ,he fted acwss . a P(~n,g l~; an WM Ul'Jemip}oyed at the•, time au.<I broke; 
attenda'.Dlt heard the &'$$stant ~ger'• . , · ~UDIT TQDAY :isijp_ ·the ~-
cries . and · .g:nitlbed · ~,~· . , . ,. , · . · ti~ ,depatr'b.ment's · Santa . Mohica. oiltJice, 

1llE TWO st!mS$1~1 ,:l~y ibroke whj:le -,~ey ba(riset't1 {~ head m the 
· free, ,buit a ~nk s,avi• '~( ,aii;id hii iptllblic d'eifendefs :oiifiice: . . •. • ... ' · 
ar11n,y disdhar,ge papers Jell to. tt!o1 P:av• . . Btdley; in . awe:alint f& probation 
~ from his . torn sbitt poek~. · · when Ray a~ed; : Dec. 30;· 1949, . 

·• /. 1' ·{That bappen,s1la1iice., and iU1 e~or" before .Judge F~x ~- '$enitencingt &lijd: ' 
', ·· ooinc~lliee, led to the first ai- , . · ". . . I Je,ef ~ ~ onty · is •ble 

, in R_ ay. •s lon .. g·. 0114' .. e. er. of _ 1:1wless.. ne. "_ ... , .... i•.:.'. for probation but-' that he is a . fi:t\ .. b· . s,an oif m1soonduct which appar..:;1 , · jeot for probaitiott .· , .·: , tllis lllatl ··;is,• in 
reaiohed, a· climax in . Memphis, a positip~ to ~and on hls · ~n (,,eet, 
4, when Dr. Kl.n,g Was assassi- · apd .aw. ;aren_ tly · bas done so £ ... ,w a •;~ ! 

.)' . · . . nod ~ time . . . . · . • · • 

\

', ·,Foor days Jiaiter, Oct. 11, 1949, th•. "He 'lllppll[ently ia thritlty, ~ d 
, , .. ,, ' 

Author: 

Editor: 
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Character: 

or 

Classification: 
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APR 2 :": 1968 



I 
some savings and . also did fa.hiy well 
;l!W t1R1 ♦ r«rcy. In view of thM drc;;unt­
stances, I feel he is a good risk on 
probation . . ." 

''I T1DNK you have a point tlhere," 
Judge Fox told Bookley. 

Then the judge turned to R.a,y and 
informed him that as a condition of 
Ibis probation: 

"I want ·yoo to stay out Olf drinking 
places and not indulge in the use of al• 
ooholic liquor or .iirequenit oi: ,:go to 
places Wlhere it is the principal: order 
otf sale ... " · 

AUDIT, the probation officer, had 
noted that Ray "spends much m:ne on 
dates w~th gwls" and admitted to "oc• 
icasional excessive u~ of in<toxioants." 

His rem&"<ks, and those of the judge, 
!have an ironic echo today, sin1Ce women 
iand liquor appear to b111Ve played major 
roles in the sulbsequent life of Ray who 
was only 21 a,t the time. ' 

Audit also observed tlhaJt Ray ap­
peared to be of noxmal in!telii.gence, 
was a Roman Oa11holi1C but did not 
,attend church, attended movies •two or 
three times a week and "likes to read 
magazine$ and coomton o I'd in a r y 
b90krs." 

I 



TO 

SUBJECT: 

OPl'IONAL FO- NO. 10 
MAY INZ EDITION 
GSA P'PMR (41 Cl'R) 101-11.I 

( 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Director, FBI (44-38861) 

SA✓;ansas City 

LRKIN 

(44-760) 

( 

DATE: 4/19/68 

Enclosed to the Bureau are six copies and to each 
office one copy of the following photographs: 

JAMES EARL RAY, Missouri Department of 
Correction #00416, dated 3/17/60 and 
9/8/66 

WALTER TERRY RIFE, Kansas City SO #29636 
FBI #4558766 

Stand up photographs of RAY on the left, Kansas City SO 
#29637 and RIFE, Kansas City SO 29236, taken 3/28/55. 

2 - Bureau (Encs. 24) ~(AM) 
2 - Each Field Office ( 4) 
2 - Kansas City 

(AM) 

(120) 

• 

/,:;_tJ,J? --2t 
Bu'Y U.S. SavinJ:.s Bonds Re.J!,ular{y on the Payroll Savin1.s Plan 



I 
I. 0. 4182 
4-20-68 

ALIASES: Eric Starvo 

IVUL RIGHTS - CONSPIRA 
ERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBB 

I, W. C. II: on, Harvey Li yer, James Mc: de, James OT 

Photographs taken 1960 

A Federal warrant was issued on April 7, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging 
Code, Section 241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1961, at Jeffers 
U. S. Code, Section 1073). 

I YOU HAVE IIOMATION CONCERN$G THIS PtRSOII, PLEASE CONTACT V 
THPHONE NUMURS AND ADDRESSES Of ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON LKL 
Identification Order 4182 
April 20, 1968 

FBI No. 405,9420 
16 M 9 Ii 000 12 

M 4 W lOt 

DESCRIPTION 

Photograph taken 1961 
(eyes drawn by artist) 

y as Eric Starvo Ga 
City, Missouri, cha 

AGE: 40, 1mm March 10, 1920, Alton, Illinois 
HEIGHT: 5'10" EYES: blue 
WEIGHT: 163 to 174 pounds COMPLEXION: medium 
BUILD: medium RACE: white 
HAIR: brown, possibly cut short NATIONALITY: American 
OCCUPATIONS: baker, color matcher, laborer 
SCARS AND MARKS: small scar on center of forehead and small scar on 

palm of right hand 
REMARKS: noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lane welt; 

allegedly attended dance instruction school; has reportedly 
completed course in barteoding 

CRIMINAL RECORD 
Ray has been convicted of burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money 
Orders, armed robbery, and operating motor vehicle without owner's 
consent. 

CAUTION 
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE 
VICTIM WAS SH0T.ONSlDER A' XTREMELY DAN-
GEROUS. 

VRI 

A•t 

SERIA 7"7' FIL 

APR  21968 
Fall - ANCHORAGE 



BY THE 

FBI 
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

INTERSTATE FLIGHT = ROBBERY 

JAMES EARL RAY FBI No. 405,942 G 

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist) 

Aliases: Eric Starvo Gait, W. C. Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride, James O'Conner, James 
Walton, James Walyon, John Willard, "Jim," 

DESCRIPTION 
Age: 40, born March 10, 1928, at Quincy or Alton, Illinois (not supported by birth records) 
Height: 50 10" Eyes: Blue 
Weight: 163 to 174 pounds Complexion: Medium 
Build: Medium Race: White 
Hair: Brown, possibly cut short Nationality: American 
Occupations: Baker, color matcher, laborer 
Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on palm of right hand 

Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance instruction 
school; has reportedly completed course in bartending. 

Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U 000 12 

M4WIOI 

CRIMINAL RECORD 
Ray has been convicted of burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money Orders, armed robbery, and 
operating motor vehicle without owner's consent. 

CAUTION 
RAY IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER 
ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric Starvo 

Gait with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen ( Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 
241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging Ray with 

Interstate Flight to Avoid Confinement for the crime of Robbery ( Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 1073). 

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK. 

Wanted Flyer 442-A 
April 19, 1968 

DIREC TO 
FEDERAL'JREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 
TELEPHONE, NATIONAL 8-7117 



CITY 
ALBANY, New York 12207 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501 
ATLANTA, Georgia 30303 
BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202 
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203 
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203 
BUFFALO, New York 14202 
BUTTE, Montana 59701 
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202 
CHICAGO, Illinois 60604 
CINCINNATI, Ohio 45202 
CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199 
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201 
DALLAS, Texas 75201 
DENVER, Colorado 80202 
DET}lOIT, Michigan 48226 
EL PASO, Texas 79901 
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813 
HOUSTON, Texas 77002 
INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46207 
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201 
JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106 
KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201 
LOS ANGELES, California 90017 
LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 40202 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103 
MIAMI, Florida 33137 
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 53202 
MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 55401 
MOBILE, Alabama 36602 
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101 
NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06510 
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113 
NEW YORK, New York 10021 
NORFOLK, Virginia 23510 
OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118 
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102 
PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107 
PHOENIX, Arizona 85013 
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222 
PORTLAND, Oregon 97205 
RICHMOND, Virginia 23220 
SACRAMENTO, California 95814 
ST. LOUIS, Missouri 63103 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78206 
SAN DIEGO, California 92103 
SAN FRANCISCO, California 94102 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917 
SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 
SEATTLE, Washington 98104 
SPRINGFIELD, Illinois 62701 
TAMPA, Florida 33602 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

BUILDING TELEPHONE 
502 U. S. Post Office and Court House 518 465-7551 
4303 Federal Office Building 505 CH 7-1555 
Room 204, Federal Building 272-6414 
275 Peachtree Street, N. E. 404 JA 1-3900 
408 U. S. Post Office Building 301 LE 9-6700 
Room 1400 - 2121 Building 205 322-7711 
John F. Kennedy Federal Office Building 617 RI 2- 5533 
400 U. S. Court House Building 716 856-7800 
400 Thornton Building 406 792-2304 
1120 Jefferson Standard Life Building 704 333-4126 
Room 905, U. S. Court House & Federal Office Bldg312 431-1333 
415 U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 513 421-4310 
3005 Federal Office Building 216 522-1400 
1529 Hampton Street 803 252-1911 
Room 200, 1810 Commerce Street 214 RI 1-1851 
Room 18218, Federal Office Building 303 222-5981 
913 Federal Building & U. S. Court House 313 WO 5-2323 
202 U. S. Court House Building 915 533-7451 
206 Dillingham Building 59546 
6015 Federal Building & U. S. Court House 713 CA 8-1414 
1221 North Pennsylvania Street 317 632-6415 
Room 800 - First Federal Savings Building 601 948- 5000 
414 U. S. Court House & Post Office Building 904 355.::1401 
707 U. S. Court House Building 816 BA 1-6100 
617 Walnut Street, Southwest 615 524-2721 
Room 2-011 Federal Office Building 702 385-1281 
215 U. S. Post Office Building 501 FR 2-3157 
1340 West 6th Street 213 483-3551 
Room 701, Bank of Louisville Building 502 583-3941 
841 Federal Office Building 901 525-7373 
3801 Biscayne Boulevard 305 379-2421 
735 U. S. Post Office, Cust. & Ct. House Bldg. 414 276-4684 
392 Federal Building 612 FE 9-7861 
520 Federal Building 205 438-3674 
U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 201 622-5613 
510 The Trust Company Building 203 787-1217 
701 Loyola Avenue 504 522-4671 
201 East 69th Street 212 LE 5-7700 
420 U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 703 625-1631 
5104 N. Francis Street 405 VI 2-7471 
1010 Federal Office Building 402 348-1210 
500 Widener Building 215 LO 3-5300 
244 West Osborn Road 602 CR 9- 5511 
1300 Federal Office Building 412 471-2000 
423 U. S. Court House Building 503 224-4181 
200 West Grace Street 703 644-2631 
2020 J Street 916 441-1275 
2704 Federal Building 314 CH 1-5357 
3203 Federal Building 801 EL 5-7521 
433 Federal Building 512 CA 5-6741 
3211 Fifth Avenue 714 297-3361 
450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36015 415 552-2155 
Pan Am Bldg., 255 Ponce deLeon Ave. 765-6000 
5401 Paulsen Street 912 354-9911 
1015 Second Avenue 206 MA 2-0460 
421 South Sixth Street 217 522-9675 
Room 610, Federal Office Building 813 228-7661 
506 Old Post Office Building 202 393-7100 

Telephone or telegraph the Special Agent in Charge at the above address. (4-17-68) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARI'MENT OF JUSTICE 

Official Business 

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SEARCH 0:...i', .;.!:.---'"s.-­

SERIALUJ~'-"'--

APR 2 ?. 1968 
FBI -ANCHORAGE 

/57-3? -;;;..[/ I 
~ 
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ANCHORAGE. l 445 PN EFH 

URGENT 4•22•68 MSE 

TO ALL SACS PLAINTEXT 

FROM DIRECTOR (44•38861> JP 

MURKIN 

YOU ARE REMINDED THAT ALL LEADS IN THIS CASE MUST BE 

COVERED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS, AND ALL LEADS MUST BE 

SET FORTH BY TELEPHONE OR TELETYPE. ALL BORDER OFFICES 
. . 

COVERING ENTRY INTO MEXICO AND CANADA AND EXIT THEREFROM 

SHOULD INSURE THAT APPROPRIATE STOPS ARE MAINTAINED RE 

SUBJECT AND ALL NAMES KNOWN TO BE USED BY HIM AT RESPECTIVE 

OFFICES OF U.S. IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PATROL. YOU. 

SHOULD ALSO INSURE THAT PREVIOUS STOPS PLACED WITH ANY 

FACILITY SHOULD INCLUDE ALL NAMES USED BY THE SUBJECT• 

DISTRIBUTE SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES OF WANTED FLYERS 

AND 1o·s TO NARCOTIC INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES IN.ORDER THAT 

THEIR INFORMANTS MAY BE CONTACTED. YOU SHOULD CONTACT 

#ALL CRIMINAL INFORMANTS AND APPROPRIATE RACIAL AND SECURITY 

INFORMANTS. LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO CITY BEING ADVISEIJ{ 

END 

GCD 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

FBI ANCHORAGE 

SE PA RATEL Y • 



ANCHORAGE 02 1:42 PM MKPK 

URGENT 4•23•68 RNK 

TO ALL SACS PLAINTEXT 

FROM DIRECTOR (44•38861) IP 

REMEAIRTEL TO ALL OFFICES APRIL ONE NINE LAST FURNISHING 

BACKGROUND DATA CONCERNING JAMES EARL RAY. 

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED POSSIBLE SUSPECT IN ANY 

UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERIES, BURGLARIES OR ARMED ROBBERIES 

(POSSIBLE ITSP VIOLATIONS> OCCURRING AFTER APRIL TWO THREE 

ONE NINE SIX SEVEN. RAY SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED SUSPECT IN 

ANY FUTURE ,SUCH VIOL,ATIONS AND BUREAU ADVISED TELEPHONICALL Y 

OF ANY TENTATIVE IDENTIFICATION. 

ANY PERTINENT LEADS DEVELOPED DURING REVIEW OF PAST 

VIOLATIONS SHOULD BE EXPEDITIOUSLY RUN OUT AND BUREAU ADVISED. 

SUBJECT•s HANDWRITING AND HAND PRINTING NOT IDENTIFIED 

IN BANK ROBBERY NOTE FILE AND HIS FINGERPRINTS ARE BEING 

SEARCHED AGAINST LATENTS SUBMITTED IN UNSOLVED BANK ROBBERY AND 

BURGLARY VIOLATIONS. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END 

FBI 
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UNITED ITATU GO. ~ -llNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO S ~ C ( U57 - 3 7 ) DATE: 4/24/68 

FROM SA ADRIAN B. CLARK 

SUBJECT: :MURKIN 

This is to record that on this date, the writer 
requested that the subj,cts descriptive data be included in the 
next is~ue of the Alaska State Tooopers Bulletin. 

In the same connection, William Ho Barrington, Merrill 
Motel was shown subj8cts photo and alerted to his fu~itive 
status. He stated subject is unknown to him but he will reaain 
ale~t to his possible pre~ence in Anchorage. 

1-157-37 
abc/ 

,s1-,7-3/ 
SEARCHED __ _. 

SERIALIZED C[ flU:D....-._-1 

APRi .1: 1968 
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·· U~ STATES DEPARTMENT OFJ1'5TICE ··~- · · .. 
\ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI -.-23-68 307 HJC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 "' 
I· 

the foHowin9 FBI record, NUMBER 4f>5; 9:42 G·. · . v , it fumishecl FOR OFFIOAl USE ONLY~ 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished fBI by fingerprint,contrib_uton. .WHERE 
FINAL DfSPOSmON IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER ex,LANATION Of CHARGE ,, DES.!~ED, COMMONlCATE 

· WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. ,. ., 

CONIIIIUrOR 0# 
RNGHPIINTS NAME AND NUMIB 

•AlltESlfD 0-
IECEIVID 

,. 
CHAlGI DISPOSITION 

I; ---------+--------------,~--------+----------t--------
Army James Earl Ray, February 

#16 163 129 19, 1946 

Sheriff's Office 
Los Angeles, 
Calif.,rnia 

. 

James Earl-Ray 
#B-119908 

Oc'tober 
11, 1949 

suspicion of 
burglary· 

Poli~e Department 
Los Angeles, 
California 

James Earl Ray· October suspicion 8 months County 
Jail suspended; 
2 years· 
probation 
served; first 
90 days County 
Jail; 146 
December. 30, 
194'9 Csl29438 

#139648 11, 1949 459 Penal Code 
(burglary) 

Sheriff's Office James E. Ray 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa #5937 

Police Department James Earl Ray 
Alton, Illinois #7514 

Police Department James Ray 
Chicago, Illinois #D90696 

Cook County Jail James Ray 
- Chicago, Illinois #131165 

State Penitentiary James E. 
Joliet, Illinois #32419 

Ray 

State Penitentiary James E. Ray 
Pontiac, Illinois #19121 · 

April 18, vagrancy 
l:·950 

July 23, no operator's released to pay 
1951 license - no lat~r 

State License -
no City License 

May 6, robbery (Gun) .· Grand Jury 
1952 $3000 

ltay 9, robbery June 13, 1952 
1952 sentenced to 

penitentiary 
l to 2 years 

June 13, 
1952 

July 7, 
1952 
in 
tr:1L~,fc1"' 
fro:-:i 
t.T~~,1 if;t 

robbery 1 to. 2 years 

robbery 1 to·2 years 
Uarch 12, 195,~ 

.---~-:;j~t-ct~·'S"Cnarged 

Notations indicated by • ore NOT b<Jsed on fingerprints in FBI flies but are listed only as investigative let::1ds os 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. · . _ · .. , I~ 7 _, J ? - ~ 

. · ., .. John ~a'gar Hoo~er 
· Director 
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. The following FBI record, NUMBER . 405 }142 --~ . . . , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL ·use ONLY. 
· .Information shown on this ldentificaffon Recor'-f r•~b data furni•--•d FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE . 
ANAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION Of CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE·. 
WITH. AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.'.. . . . . •" 

·C0NTl11Ur010f 
RNGIIIPIIHTS 

Sheriff•s Office 
Edw.ardsville, 
tllinois 

Police Department 
.l.u.ni.bal , 

-lli$SOUri 

State Highway· 
Patrol 

, Kacon, Missouri 

United States 
lbmabail. 
Kansas City, 
Missouri 

Sheriff's Office 
Kansas City, 
Missouri 

· Un.t ted States 
Penitentiary 

· Leavenworth, 
Kansas 

NAME AND MIMIII 

James Earl Ray·. 
#2640 

James E. Ray 
#40714 

James Earl Ray 
#B-3376 

James Earl Ray 
#12018 

James Earl Ray 
#29637 

James Earl Ray 
#72498-L 

Police Department ,Jn.nes Earl Ray 
Saint Louis, #81071 
:!.issouri 

AIIISTED 01 
UC!IVID 

August 
30, 1954 

March 23, 
1955 

CHAIGI 

l:,u~glary and 
larceny ·· 

' ' inves·tigation 
of ilar.eakJing sand 
entm-1·ng0··pc:tst 
Office 

March 23 1 cashing .stolen 
1955 ·postal money 

orders 

March 28, 
1955 

March 28, · 
1955 

July 7, 
1955 

October 
10, 1959 

forgery United 
'&ta:tres \J>ost-a\J. 
Money Order 

Forgery -
Government 

Post Office 
Laws 
Forge P.foney 
Orders 

suspicion of 
robbery 

""S~L 
,·DIUOSRION" 

eleased to 
ostal Inspector 
ansas ··c1 ty, . 
issouri 
arch 24, 1955 

entenced to 
'5 montohs 
ustody of.. . 
ttorney General 

1955 
and 9 

years and 9 . 
onths May 20, 
9S8 conditfonal 
elease March'31 
959 maximum 
pril 5, 19~,!t .. c:­

ondi:t:iona·l ' 
elease on ch:lr6 
f Post Office 
orgery Pbst 
ff ice Money 
rders 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI flies but are listed only. as investigative leads as 
being p0$sibly identical with subject of this record. 

John 'Edgor Hoover 
Director 



' UNI~ STATES DEPARTMENT OF »~ma . . .. 
( FEDER.fJ, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIQ( . 4-23-6~ 307 HJC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 · . . ... . · 
3 

'The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G .. .·, is furnished FOR;OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents da•a furnished FBI by.f)ngerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSfflON IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. , 

Po 
Sa 
JU. 

COlfflllUfOil. Of 
RNOERPIIMTS 

lice Department 
int Louis, 
ssouri 

ate Penitentiary 
fferson City., 

St 
Je 
Iii ·ssouri . 

ate'Hospital St 
Num 
Fu 

ber 1 
lton, lfissouri 

NAMI AND NUMIEI 

James Earl Ray 
#81071 

. 

'·Janes Earl Ray· 
#00416 

. 

," 

James Earl Ray 
#37045 C-5 

. 

. 

AlltESffD OR 
CHAIGE DISPOSITION IECBYED.; 

October- suspicion of 
16, 1959 robbery 

stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities 

March 17, "TC" 20 years (20, 
1960 operating motor 7, 5, 

vehicle without. concurrent) 
permission of 
owner 
robbery first 
"b/m DDW'' 
(2 charges) 

September ·Patient 
B,,.1966 

., 

Notations indicated by • are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subiect of this record. 

John Edgar Hoo.er 
Diredor . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
( FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATtf. 4-23-68 307 HJC 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 94·2 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. , 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOlt OF 
NAME AND NUMIER 

ARRESTED OR 
CHARGE DISPOSmON FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED 

w ANTED: James Eal 1 Ray for escape April 23, 1967 .,., 

(operating motor vehicle w ithout permission of 
owner; robbery f. rst degre ~ "b/m of a D _& D ,V") 
(will extradite) Noti~y Wa rden State Penite ntiary 
Jefferson City, ?. issouri information receiv ed 
May 10, 1967 • 

. 

.. 

. 

. 

Notations indicated by • are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI fries but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. 

John Ed"gor Hoover 
Director 



,/' ,.. '·'' 

i-sur•u· 

lhe follow1ng•f11 record, NUMBER 405 942 G t· , ii furnished toRbfftCIAL USE ONLY •. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data. furnished PBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAl DlSPOSfflON IS NOT. SHOWN OR, FURTHE,R EXPLANATION Of CHAIJGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE · 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. . ., . . : .. . . , ,. . ·. 

CONDIIUl'OR ·o, 
fllNGIIPIINTS 

AIHStlD 01 
IICIIVIO 

WANTED BY BUREAU James 
James McBride, J mes Wal 
James o•conner, im, for 
custody-robbery irst Fu 
file #88-41730 o fice of 
information rece ved July 
CAUTION: ARMED !ID DANGE 

Alias: James · Wa ton 

wANTED BY BUREAU Eric s 
Harvey Lowmyer, ohn Will 
Fugitive Index# 27540 Bu 
origin Memphis. nformati 
CAUTION: ARMED DANGE 

CHAllGI 

Ray, also 
, w.c. Herron, 
lawful flight t 

itive Index-#121 26 
igin Kansas Cit 

27,1967. 
ous 

DIIHI~ '·· 

as, 

Bureau 

o Galt, also 
d, Civil Rights 
au File.#44-388 
received April 

us 

own as· 
Conspiracy 
1 Office of 
19,1968. 

mzr BE r.p:sSEMIN.\'>:ED OtJ"l'SIOE 
lNVEs·r I;~·;.~'i''I O.N. 

Nototions indicated by • are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI flies but are listed only as invesHgative leads c:is 
being possibly identical with subiect of this record. 

John Edgar ·Hoover 
Dirocto,: 
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ANCHORAGE 2 •501 PM EFH 

URGENT 4•24-~8 EFH 

TO ALL SACS (PLAINTEXT> 

FR/ECTOR 

IIJRKIN 

44•58861 2P 

I • 

( 

SENT BY CODED TELETYPE 

i 1--lf 

CONTACTS SHOULD 8£ MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COMMUNICATIONS 

l'EDI,A IN YOUR TERRITORY TO INSURE THAT THERE IS FREQUENT 

REFERENCE TO RAY AND HIS CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE. 

SINCE YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED THAT JANES EARL 

RAY IS IDEITICAL WITH ERIC STARVO GALT AND YOU HAVE BEEN 

FURNISHED 1o•s AND WANTED FLYERS ON RAY, YOU ARE TO BE 

CERTAIN THAT AU. APPROPRIATE STOPS HAVE BEEN RENEWED ON 

JAMES EARL RAY AND UNDER ALL OF HIS KNOWN ALIASES AS SET 

FORTH ON THE Io•s AND WANTED FLYERS. THIS IS TO INSURE THAT 

THE BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS 

ARRESTED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION OF AUTHORITIES VITH WHOM­

STOPS PLA'CED. 

OFFICES COVERING DEPARTURE OR ARRIVAL OF OVERSEAS 

FLIGHTS SHOU~D HAVE RENEWED STOPS AND SUBJECT·s PHOTOGRAPH 

SHOULD BE DISPLAYED APPROPRIATELY. 

I 

' ' 



PAGE TWO 

ALL OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVEST IG,ATION 

AT ALL •HIPPIE" ROOMING HOUSES AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHMENTS TO 

OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION WHATSOEVER CONCERNING RAY. 

. END 

APPROPRIATE LEGAT$ BEING ADVISED SEPARATELY. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS • 

ACK JAC 

FBI ANCHORAGE 
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Complaint Fonn 
F])-71 (Rev. 10·26•65) 

I 

NOTE: Hand print names legibly; handwrit:ng satisfactory for remainder. 

Indices: D Negative D See below 

Subject's name and aliases 

_J/1,1,fes "Ml?, f) '4f 
Complainant 

Race Sex Height 

□Male 
.r11 § Age Weight .... ~ D Female ..,~ 
u.~ . ..., ... 
.l:lu Scars, marks or other data ::Srll 
CllU 

Q 

Action Recommended 

~ntj 

Address of subject 

Complainant's address and 
telephone number 

Hair Build 

Eyes Complexion 

Character of case 

Complaint received 

D Personal ~lephonic 

Date 

Birth date and Birthplace 

SEARCH ED. ............... IN DEXE D: .... 'Y' ...... .. 
SERIALIZED .... ~LED ...... \.i .......... . 

, c~ f:.: ~~~ : -. :/ ~ 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File JVo. 

(' ( 
L :\ [TEU STATES DEP\RTME.'.\"T Of' JUSTICE 

FEl>ERAL BLHEAU OF IJ\VESTIGATION 

WASHl~GTON, D.C. 20535 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968 

JAMES EA L RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O'Conner 

FUGITIVE 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPffiACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES'' PROGRAM 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought 

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. " 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of 

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible location. 

Ray has ~en the subject of a massive and intensive search since 

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal­

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the 

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim. 

FBI-ANCHORAGE 

/51-31-3~ 



An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger­

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division, 

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a United states citizeno Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri state Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum 

security ward at the state Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing 

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967 o 

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United states Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and 

Pontiac, lliinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas. 

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and 

breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack 

of adaptability for military serviceo 

- 2 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on~-----~ He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education. 

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons. 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early in 1968. 1 

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous. 

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately 

contact the nearest office of the FBI~ the telephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local telephone directories. 

- 3 -
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Poet Ottice Box 560 
.Andtonge. Alaeka 99501 

April 25, 1968 

acra. Bertha Ricker 
Department ~ Bevena 
State ot Alaaka 
Post Ottiee Box 960 
Anchorage, Alaaka 

Dear Jlrll. Ricker: Ut JAIIBS BARL BAY, Also Xnown 
Aa Bric StarYo Gal.t, 
w. C. Herren, Baney LovJQer, . .J-• 11car1t1e, Jaaea o•eonaor, 
James Walton, J-• waJ.yon, 
John Willard, "Jim." 

Bncloaed hererith ia Identification Order lbllber 
4182 on re~renced individual who ia wanted 'by the no:. 

ftewould be appreciated. it you WOlll.4 place a 
atop in your recorcta ao tllat tbia ottice lld.gbt be 
prdllptl.y aclv1•..S ot 1la1' t.ture ntcaob11e regiatrat1on 
tiled "7 Subjef!t. 8bovJ.ct J'Oll detect any posa11»le 
pertinent reglatration., it would be appreciated. it 
7011 WCNl.4 telephone tbia office at 212~14. 

Yow coopent1on 1n this •tter 1• appreciated, 
an.4 you will be 1 141atel.J' advi•ed 1'bea thia a'top can 
be Nll'IO'fed. 

2 - Addressee 
loeure 1 
Anchorage (157-37) 

:bff 

( 
3 'N+( f Jt¥ G ,_._j -m JJ ~~MJ--__;; ,n,_ 

/1 
[;~-

JAllll -, • ,, lll1ft'DI 
Special Agent 1a Charge 
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ANCHORAGE•4 746PM MSE 

.,..URGENT) 

JJ/26-68 FJB) 

TO ALL SACS PLAINTEXT 

FROM DIRECTOR (44•38861> IP 

/ 
MURK IN• 

( 

THE MAIN FIL£ ON KING HAS BEEN REVIEWED AT THE. BUREAU ' 

AND LEADS ARE BEING SENT OUT CONCERNING PERSONS INVOLVED IN 

PRIOR THREATS AGAINST KING. THESE LEADS AS WELL AS LEADS 

CONCERNING ANY OTHER SUSPECTS DEVELOPED FROM ANY/SOURCE 

MUST BE GIVEN IMMEDIATE AND THOROUGH HANDLING ON A TOP PRIORITY 

BASIS. PROCESS HAS BEEN OBTAINED AGAINST JAMES 'flli!--RAY AND 

EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION IS CONTINUING TO LOCATE RAY AND TO 

ESTABLISH MOTIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE BEEN AND WILL BE 

FURN ISKED INFORMATION REL AT I NG TO OTHER POSSIBLE CONSPIRATORS• 

THESE MUST ALL BE THOROUGHLY RESOLVED NO MATTER HOW REMOTE. 

END 

DI JAC 

ACK JAC 

FBI ANCHORAGE 

i 

I 
j 



TO 

-----·· MAYI _ _,,_ 

GM P'l'MII (ct CPII) IOl•IIA 
( 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, Anchorage 

( 

DATE: 4/26/68 

PROM : SA RICHARD W. HEAD (157-37) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

...... 

On 4/18/68 the following agencies were contacted 
concerning ERICK STAVO GALT aka HARVEY U>WMYER, JOHN WILIARD, 
described as white male, 5 18" to ll"j 1:0 :a :l~ pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, date of birth~. ~~~~rp,ud they 
advised that they could locate no recor ~en ifiable with 
the above individuals. 

Mr. w. P. THOMAS, Manager, Credit Bureau, 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

Lieutenant JAMES ALDRICH, Record Section, 
Anchorage Police Department. 

Mrs. MA.URINE IAIRD, Clerk, Department of Revenue, 
State of Alaska, 8th and E Street, Anchorage, Alaska. 

Corporal ARTHUR ENGLISH, Alaska State Troopers, 
Southcentral Region, Anchorage, Alaska, who also conducted 
a check of records at headquarters, Alaska State Troopers, 
Juneau, Alaska, which encompasses drivers licenses records, 

On Q./19/68 a suitable number of Wanted Flyer 
Number 442 concerning GALT which was updated with a memorandum 
attached identifying JAMES EARL RAY as being identical to 
GALT, aka, was distributed to DENIS WOI.STEMHOllm, Director, 
INS, Anchorage, Alaska, who advised that all ports of entry 
in the State of Alaska would immediately receive this 
information as well as all foreign flag airlines at International 
Airport, Anchorage, Alaska, and International Airport, 
Fairbanks, Alaska. 

In addition/to the above DONALD WATSON, Customs 
Port Investigator, U.S. Customs Service, Anchorage, Alaska, 
was also furnished a quantity of the above Wanted Flyer and 
memorandum to be utilized by his office. (It is noted the 
above u. s. Customs Office handle narcotic investigations 
1n the Anchorage Division). 

n \~WH:f1hb 
~.r(l) ~ 

SEARCHED ___ INDEXED 
SERIALIZED utt:::"71L£1J.~-

/--d-> t< ,_ .. _ ·1 Sb 8 
fBI-ANCHORAG 
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AN 157-37 

On 4/22/68 the above agencies were immediately 
upon receipt furnished copy of Wanted Flyer 442-A. 

In addition to the above agencies, the Anchorage' 
Police Department, Fairbanks, Police Department and the 
Alaska State Troopers were furnished sufficient quantities 
of the above Wanted Flyer on the dates they were received 
for all offices to be immediately apprised of the fugitive 
status of the subject. 

-- 2* --



To: SAC, Anchorage 

FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION 
FUGITIVE PUBLICITY 

Enclosed is material on JAMES EARL RAY, 
1.0. #4182, who was added to the list of "Ten Most Wanted 
Fugitives," Saturday, p. m., April 20, 1968. 

You should furnish this material to your 
established outlets in accordance with previous arrangements. 

In the event the fugitive ts captured or process 
dismissed, it will be your responsibility to notify the recipients 
of the material to preclude publicizing the individual after he 
has been removed from a fugitive status. 

Proposed transmittal form card: 

Attached is material on JAMES EARL RAY 
who was added to the FBI' s list of "Ten Most 
W ted Fugitives,'' Saturday, p. m., April 20, 1968. 

Me randa 41 
Spot Announcements 
Identification Orders 1 
Photographs, glossy 7x10 
Photographs, dull 7x10 1 
Photograpis, glossy 5x7 
Photographs, glossy 3x5 35 
Photographs, dull 4x6 
Photographs, glossy 2 l/2x4 
Wanted Flyers 
Slides 1 

Total 
Placards 

79 
11 SEARC 

(Under Separate Cover) SERIALIZEO, __ f.lLED--1 

1sec 

/!;1-37- tfO 



In Reply, Pleaae Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

1''EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D,C. 20535 

April 20, 1968 
JAMES EARL RAY 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI' s "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

. widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 

Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. 

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 

in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­

ment after conviction for armed robbery. 

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders. 

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on Ray 
~-----~ 

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Described as a "loner and "drifter, " with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartending. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. 

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 

Report any information / 

/S').J '' t/-
sEARCHE.,-=;....:::;...,,...:iNllloN! ED . 
SERIALIZED )#" _fll£~--

h1-1, !9!)!::) 
FBI -ANCHORAGE 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply. Pleaae Refer to 
File No. 

Dear Sir: 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Post Office Box 560 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

April 26, 1968 

Attached is material on JAMES EARL RAY who 
was added to the FBI's list of "Ten Most Wanted 
Fugitives," Saturday, p .. m., April 20, 1968. 

Very truly yours, 

a.~1r~ 
AMES F. MARTIN 

Special Agent in Charge 

Enclosures 

1 - Juneau, Ketchikan, Petersburg, Valdez 
1 - Each News Outlet listed top of 8o-59 
1 - 80-6 

& Sitka PD's, AST Juneau 

P!\- 157-37 
CCH 

(44) ~ 



F'D-36 (Rev. 5-il2·64) 
'-

FBI 

Date: 4/25/68 

Transmit the following in ---------:-:::------:------c-----------i 
(Type in plaintext or code/ 

AIRTEL Via ________ _ AIRMAIL 
(Priority) I 

' ---------------------------------------------- --L------- -
DIRECTOR., FBI AND 

TO: ALL CONTINENTP.L OFFICES 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) {P) 

!-11JRKIN SUBJ]i~CT: 

3 -
2 -

~= 
2 -
2 -
2 -
,::, .... -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 -
2 
2 -
2 -
2 -· 
2 -

CR 
( 00: MEMPHIS ) 

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, 4/22/68. 

Bureau 2 -
Albany 2 -
Albuquerque 2 -
Anch~:."'age 2 -
B:11 timore 2 -
Birmingham 2 -
Boston 2 -
Buffalo 2 -
Butte 2 -
Charlotte 2 -
Chicago 2 -
Cincinnati 2 -
Clei7eland 2 -
Columbia 2 -
Dallas 2 -
Danver 2 -
~trait 2 
El Paso 2 -
:Honolulu 2 -
Hcn..1st.::m 2 -
Indianapolis 2 -

Jackson 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City . 
Knoxville 
Las Vegas 
Little Rock 
Los Angeles 
Louisville 
Memphi.s 
f.1iam:i. 
Nllwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
New Haven 
I'Tev•J Orleans 
New York 
NorfoJ.k 
Oklahoma Cit;y 
Omaha 
Philadelphla 

2 - Phoenix 
2 - Pittsbur•gh 
2 - Portland 
2 - R:i.cr .. _rnond 
2 - Sacramento 
2 - St. Louis 
2 - Salt Lake City 
2 - San Antonio 
2 - San Diego 
2 - San Francisco 
2 - San Juan 
2 - Savannah 
2. - Seattle 
2 - S pringf j_e ld 
2 - Tampa 
2 - WFO 
2 Atlanta 
JJL:r~jb 
(119) 

s 
s. nt,141,11,_~_..I ,..-~---

_________ M Per ______ _ 

S~etial Agent in Charge 
', 



AT 44-2386 

For information those offices not receiving 
reairtel., it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMES 
EARL RAY., aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta., Georgia, 
area on 4/5/68. Intensive investigation by Atlanta t.::> date· 
has not established mode of transportation RAY may have used 
after· 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtel 
to check cars recovered their division that were stolen from 
the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/l-!-/68, and where the 
transporter or same was not identified or otherwise accounted 
for., investigation should be conducted. to determ:i.ne if RAY 
was person who may have stoJ.en and transported same. 

Investigation reflects Subject RAY can be placed 
in the Atlanta, Georgia, area 3/24/68. 

. In view of the above, all Continental Offices 
are requested to review car recoveries \•lithin their 
respective territories of cars stolen from the State 
of Georgia subsequent to 3/23/68, and where. the trans­
porter of same is not otherwise eliminated or accounted 
for., consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is 
any remote indication that Subject RAY may have been person 
transporting such a car, exhaustive and intensive investi­
gation should thereafter be conducted. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

- 2 -



TO 

OPTIONAL. PORN NO. 10 -YI--GM ll'PIIII (41 CPII) IOI-IIA '--.__/ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, ANCHORAGE (157-37) 

'-._J 

DATE: 4/27 /68 

FROM SPC, LARRY DEAN TERBUSH 

SUBJECT: MURK IN 
CR 

910-IOI 

At 9:30pm this date the writer was telephonically contacted 
by SUSAN VOKE, 1010 Beech Lane, Anchorage, telephone 277-3203, 
who furnished the following information: 

While at State Car Wash, 1515 East 5th at approximately 3:00pm 
this date she observed an individual who resembled the picture 
of JAMES EARL RAY which appeared in Anchorage Daily New~. 
VOKE described individual as 

height: 
weight: 
hair: 
clothing: 

Voke noted subject was 
at the car wash. VOKE 
but was the first time 

6 foot 
180 approximately 
dark, graying at temples 
blue jeans, hat 
deeply tanned and he was empl~yed 
advised she frequents the car wash 
she had seen this individual. 

SEARCHm .... .__...,, 
SfRIAUZED,_._._, 

&y U.S. S11vint,s Bonds Ret,#l11rly on the P11yroll S11vint,s Pl11n 



TO 

OPTICINAI. - -. IO -YI-~ 
GM l'PMll ('1 CPII) IOI-II.a 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
~AC, Anchorage (157-37) DATE: 4-28-68 

FROM :SA Riobard w. Head 

SUBJECT:MURKIN 

..... 

Re memo of SPC, LARRY DEAN TERBUSH, 4-27-680 

On 4-28-68, JAMES TERRIN, Manager, State Car Wash, 
Eo 5th Ave., Anchorage advised that RICHARD EUGENE 
rese~bles the photos of ,JAMES EARL , a en n 
does not resemble the photo of RAY taken in 1968. 

TERRIN made available BARLOWts W-2 form whio 
::• :een emDtoyed since 8-14-67, is assigned Soc· L_ _ _nd listed his address es P.O. Box 

as a. 

closely 
waver, 

indicates he 
1 Security# 
4, Ft. Richardson, 

TERRIN advised that to the best of his knowledge BARLOW is 
a soldier in the U.S. Army. 

No further action recommended re this mattero 

RWH/ 
(1) 



Agent-In-Charge 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
Anchorage Branch 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir: 

ca 

Apr1.l 29, 1968 

I am presently a permanent resident cf Anchorage and employeed at the Armed Forces 
Examining and Entrance Station, 4.29 D Street, Anchorage. I retired from the u.s. Army 
at .fort Richardson in August 1966. In view of the facts and circumstances surrounding 
the assasination of Dr Martin Luther ring, I wish to relate a converation '\-Vhich trans­
pired at the Fort Richardson Connnunications Center. 

On t,10 occasions, October 1965 and in either July or August 1966, I went to the 
Fort Richardson Communications Center for the purpose of having photographs made of 
myself for ID cards. On one of these occasions while my photographs were being processed 
the photographer and I conversed on matters in general; the conversation later focused 
on future plans after either retirement or discharge from the service. At this juncture, 
he mentioned that if he had nothing better to do after leaving the service he could "at 
least 11 or "always" rqturn home and "kill niggers," that there "is a price on YJ.ng's 
head;" I believe the amount mentioned by him was if,J,000. The conversation terminated 
shortly afterwards. 

The foregoing is all that transpired., and I have not since seen the individual 
again. He may have returned home as a result of having been rlischarged or retired 
from the mi.Ii tary service. Doctor Martin Luther King was probably the center of many 
a southerner's conversation, and the infonnation volunteered herein may have little or 
no relevance to the Bureau's present investigation; however, because of the global as­
pect of the investigation and the n~essity·for citizen respond., I felt it i.mperative 
that I proffer the ::nfornation for evaluation by the Burea.uQ 

\ 

p,a: ;~~f-1t? 
.. ·:<f"~-,-. > 



lll6 Westbury Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

Agent-In-Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Anchorage Branch 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

i-~, ,~\ n 1-) 
I v I\ L) 



TO 

OPTIONAi. P0aM NO. 10 
MAY 1'62 IOITION 
GSA ,,Ml 141 Cfll 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
: SAC, Anchorage (157-37) DATE: 4-30-68 

FROM : SA Richard w. Head 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re let of Mr. HOWARD E. WRIGHT, 4-29-68 (Serial 46) 

On 4-30-68 Mro Wright was contacted at his place of 
employment, Armed Forces Examining and Entrance Station, 
429 D Street, Anchorage where he is employed as a Transportation 
Clerko 

Mr. Wrights letter was discussed with him and on 
~uestioning he was unable to add any additional details 
which would aid in identifying the individual mentioned in the 
lettero 

In view of the extreme non-specific nature of the information 
alleging a serviceman had a hatred for negroes, etc., it is felt 
that additional investigation of this matter WJuld be unproductivee 
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TO ALL SACS (PlAINTEXT> 
,.,.,,,,,,,~-·•' .. ,. 

FROM D~RICTOR 44-38861 IP 

/' 
MURKlN • 

ETYPE 

ALL iJi OFFICES HAVING LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES IN THEIR 

TERRITORIES WHICHIIIAINTAIN UNIDENTIFIED LATENT FINGERPRINTS 

IN CONNECTION WITH MATTERS UNDER THEIR JURISDICTION SHOULD 

!~MEDIATELY CONTACT THESE AGENCIES AND REQUEST THAT THE 

FINGERPRINTS OF SUBJECT JAMES EARL RAY AS SET FORTH ON THE 
... 

IO BE COMPARED WITNILATENTS OBTAINED SINCE HIS ESCAPE 

FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY ON FOUR TWENTY-THREE 

SIXTY-SEVEN. 

THIS IS FO·R THE PURPOSE OF POSSIBLY ESTABLISHING 

RAY•s PAST WHEREABOUTS AND SOURCE OF FUNDS. LEGATS OTTAWA AND 

END 

DDD 

FBI 

: ? 

;&1-3 7-t+7 



TO 

PR.OM 

SUBJECT: 

IIOIO•IOI 

OPTIONAL. l'OIIM NO. 10 
MAY 1• a>IT1GN 
GSA l'PMII (" CPR) 101-11.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC ANCHORAGE (157-37) 

SA ROBERT V. WALKER 

MURKIN 
RACIAL MATTERS 

DATE: 4/29/68 

The following were contacted on 4/24/68 by the 
writer. They were shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY 
and they were alerted to be on the lookout for anyone 
resembling him. They agreed to immediately contact the 
FBI should any individual who resembles RAY comes to their 
attention: 

HALVOR ANDERSON, Salvation Army, 826 C St. 

HAROLD E. DURHAM, Executive Director, YMCA, 6th and F 

Mrs. OPAL SMITH, Roberts Rooms, 8th and C St. 

ED KOONCE, maintenance manager, Linda Arms 
Apts., Government Hill. 

No positive information was developed. 

JI,~~,":;-~~-~~~­
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TO 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL PO- NO. 10 
MAY I .. KDITICIN 
GM l'PMll (•I CPR) IOI-It.I -~ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC ANCHORAGE (157-37) 

SA DOYCE E. COCHRAN 

MORKIN 
RACIAL MATTERS 

DATE: 4/29/68 

On 4/24/68, SA DOYCE E. COCHRAN contacted the 
following individuals and distributed Wanted Flyers to each 

,. of them: 

RICHARD LOWE, Manager, Captain Cook Hotel 

PAUL NILSEN, Resident Manager, Anchorage-Westward Hotel 

ROBERT LARSON, Desk Clerk, Anchorage-Westward Hotel 

Mr. LOWE, Mr. NILSEN, and Mr. LARSON all advised 
they would be particularly alert for anyone registering 
at these hotels who appear similar to Subject RAY. 

BRUCE KENDALL, Roosevelt Hotel, and ROBERT E. 
MC FARLAND, Secretary, Laborer's Local Union, Anchorage, 
were furnished copies of the IO's for Subject RAY and both 
advised they would be particularly alert for any information 
concerning this individual. 

+::; .. •'" ... UD•···: 
APHf919b8 ...... 
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TO 

OPTIONAL F'ORM NO. 10 
MAY 1812 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CP'R) 101-11.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, Anchorage DATE: April 29, 1968 r Director, FBI 

suBJEcT: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE 
I. O. #4182; W. F. #442-A 

l 
5010-toe 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 
INT ERST A TE FLIGIIT - ARMED ROBBERY 
"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 
NEWSPAPER MAT 

Being forwarded under separate cover is a supply of 
newspaper mats and proofs for expeditious distribution to all 
cooperative daily and weekly newspapers in your territory. Additional 
publications such as shoppers' guides should not be overlooked in 
obtaining the greatest possible publicity regarding this fugitive. 

In most cases, these mats and proofs may be distributed 
by mail but when circumstances warrant they may be personally delivered 
by Special Agents. A form letter over the signature of the Special Agent 
in Charge may be utilized in distributing this material by mail and this 
letter should point out that the FBI is requesting the aid of the Nation's 
press in bringing about the prompt apprehension of this badly sought 
fugitive. 

Prompt distribution should be made and additional 
supplies, if needed, are available at the Bureau. The following number 
of mats and proofs are being forwarded to your office under separate 
cover: 6. ---· -·-- As an additional means of securing widespread publicity 
concerning Ray, offices covering the place of publication of magazines 
which have previously cooperated in publicizing FBI fugitives should 
request the assistance of such publications in carrying an article on cap­
tioned fugitive. The Bureau press release, copies of which are available 
in each office, along with a glossy photograph of this fugitive can be 
furnished. The earliest possible utilization of this material should be 
encouraged and special attention should be given to publications aimed 
at minority groups. :·,• ::_~-~~----

1 
::,c,: .. ciLe1J.4 . f .... ; -------·! 
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WANTED BY THE FBI 

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as Eric Starvo Gait, 
Harvey Lowmyer, John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and James O'Conner. 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee, sought under the 
alias Eric Starvo Gait in connection with the gunshot slaying of 
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives." FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
ordered the special addition of Ray to the "Top Ten" list to insure 
widespread dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to 
speed his location. 
Ray has been intensively sought since the murder of Dr. King 

on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Ten-
nessee, motel. An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing 
latent fingerprints uncovered in the Dr. King case against finger-
prints of over 53,000 persons on whom wanted notices were posted, 
determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 
A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 

17, 1968, charges Ray, under the alias of Gait, with conspiring to 
interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen. Ray, who 
escaped on April 23, 1967, from the Missouri State Penitentiary, is 
also sought for unlawful flight to avoid confinement for robbery. 
His long criminal record also includes convictions for burglary and 
forging U.S. Postal Money Orders. 
A white American, born in Alton, Illinois, on March 10, 1928, 

Ray is 5'lO" tall, weighs 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short 
brown hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and 
his left ear protrudes noticeably. Known as a "loner" and 
"drifter," Ray has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 
He has taken dancing lessons and completed a course at a school 
of bartending. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any in-
formation concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 



TO 

FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65) 
OPTIONAL fOIM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEM. lfG. NO. 27 

5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC • AIICIIOMGB ( 131'~) 

FROM : SA -- •• mzm 

SUBJECT: LAJtlY •• ~D 

Dates of Contact 

Titles and File #s on which contacted 

P. I. VIAYSll • Ill.a ""91 
J. L. IIR,!P • 11111.J MM> 
•• ,. 18Jlfll1 QA 
W.B. and GI.ADIi 1818Pl'OffJ Aa 

Purpose and results of contact 

DATE: l/30168 

D Cl D SI D R (Prob) 

(IJPCI □ PSI DR 

D 

93-213 

IINEGATIVE 16--11561 115-391 g1-m4_ ~. 91...-001 114-231 t,a..~rlJ 
□ POSITIVE 88- (Jt.8 • 41.-Cted to NH agents) 
□ STATISTIC 

D Informant certified that he has Rating 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact. 

l • 151-0 
l • 31-621 
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TO 

FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65) 
OPTIONAL fOIM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN, REG. NO. 27 

SOI0-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
sAc, ARCBOMGB (131-563) DATE: Jt./30/ti9 

FROM : SA JAJll8 •• ftlAZIBR 
D Cl D SI D R {Prob) 

gPCI □ PSI OR 

SUBJECT: VUOJ.t. AJtOK BTRAUT 

Dates of Contact 

Titles and File #s on which contacted 

P. •• WDYD • IVG. I IDMr 
J • L. fllt1«1B .. 1110. I AA.II) 

w.a. and GLADI'S IIPP'rOfta Aft 
MUUU 
I DIIYA 

Purpose and results of contact 

D 

115-39 

iJNEGATIVE 2£-1156) 115•391 9l,•310J 100-211451 91..-00J l1--23J 98-
□ POSITIVE 88-1888 (R.s. directed to e••· agent•) 
□ STATISTIC 

f'f. &i!b.\.. TOP TD 
TD DA1'1 OW PRO't'IST 
I. :a. DI PUCIIIJ • • COIBP. 
SOBON 
G. I. WILLI • TOP TD 
B. C • JOBBOI J TOP TIN 
RACIAL NAtUN 

-· It ia noted 30 &aye baa elapaed •1.ftc• 1nt'ol"IINlt 
•• l&at contacted and tbia •• 4'ae to tbe tact tbere wen 
no road tripe into iftrol"Mftt'• territory eiftee be•• lAat 
contacted. 

D Informant certified th';lt he ha_s Rating 
furnished all information obtamed 
by him since last contact. 

l • 151-0 
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TO 

FROM : 

SUBJECT: 

FD-209 (Rev. 9-13-65) 
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAV 1962 EDITION 
G5A GEN. REG. NO. 27 

5010-106 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC • AIICBOJIAGB (131-583) 

SA IA- B. IIA!Dlt 

noroa•. IIUCOIIJ: 

Dates of Contact 

•• B. 1IIA1IIII • nG, I I'lllff 
I. L. BJLta • IIIG.J AA• 
1. P. IIAl'HIJ AM 

Purpose and results of contact 

DCI OSI 

QPCI □ PSI 

D 

DR (Prob) 

[iJ NEGATIVE 16-11561 ll5•39J 9l•3TOJ 100-2--,, 91..-00, 1TW3J ua-.20';r,J 
D POSITIVE 88.-1888 (a.s • 41Noted to ••• apnta) 
□ STATISTIC 

P.f i!Wa, .,. .,.. 
nl' M1'1 a, lllOllft 
It. a. a 1U11111 • • COll1P. 
80 .. 
•• •• 8LU11 '°' 'fD 
B. c. tfOl'IIOlfJ !OP TD 
MCIALll\ftDS 

D Informant certified that he has Rating 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact. 

l • 151-0 

(i). 1'1•31 
1 • IA fJLAJUt 
n,,w, 

Coverage 

SERIALIZED • ~TLED 'd"" 
MAY 11968 
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