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Memorandum

SAC (157-203) DATE: April 5, 1968
ASAC JOHN F. MORLEY v

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
RACTAL MATTER

At 9:40 p.m., April 4, 1968, T was telephonically con-
tacted by Section Chief GEORGE MOORE of the Racial Section at
the Bureau.

Mr. MOORE instructed me to take down the following message,
word for word, and then transmit it on to either the SAC or ASAC in
Albuquerque, Phoenlx, Butte, Salt Lake City and Las Vegas.

The message is as follows:

"In view of possible racial disturbances arising from
the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, all SACs should do the
following:

"l. Take all necessary precautions with reference to
personnel proceeding to offices tonight, tomorrow and over the
weekend.

"Be sure personnel are most judicious as to when and
where they travel, dpending, of course, on local conditions.

"Fach SAC must exercise prudence and Issue- appropriate
instructions under the circumstances.

"2. Each SAC must understand he has the responsibility
to have adequate manpower on duty to handle any emergency that
may arise during the critical hours ahead. "

I gave the above message to SAC CONROY, Albuquerque
at 9:50 p.m., and requested he relay it on to the SAC in Phoenix,
Arizona. I also told CONROY of the instruction by Mr. MOORE that
it be given verbatim.

I then contacted ASAC VINCENT MC CARTHY in Butte in the
absence of SAC BURNS and gave him the message at 10:18 p.m. I
requested MC CARTHY to call the SAC in Salt Lake City. I also

gave him MOORE's instructions. - ‘
/A?ozij p

structions.
L, /éé /"""“""“" —~—L-
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SAC (157-203) April 5, 1968
ASAC JOHN F. MORLEY

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.,
RACTAL MATTER

At 9:40 p.m., April 4, 1968, I was telephonically con-
tacted by Section Chief GEORGE “QORF of the Racial Section at
the Bureau.

Mr. MOORE instructed me to take down the following message,
word for word, and then transmit it on to either the SAC or ASAC in
Albuquerque, Phoenix, Butte, Salt Lake City and Las Vegas.

The message is as follows:

"In view of possible racial disturbances arising from
the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, all SACs should do the
following:

"l. Take all necessary precautions with reference to
personnel proceeding to offices tonight, tomorrow and over the
weekend.

"Be sure personnel are most judiciocus as to when and
where they travel, dpending, of course, on local conditions.

"Each SAC must exercise prudence and issue appropriate
instructions under the circumstances.

"2. Each SAC must understand he has the responsibility
to have adequate manpower on duty to handle any emergency fhat
may arise during the critical hours ahead. ¥

I gave the ahove message to SAC CONROY, Albuquerque
at 9:50 p.m., and requested he relay it on to the SAC in Phoenix,
Arizona. I also told CONPOY of the instruction by Mr. MOORE that
it be given verbatim.

I then contacted ASAC VINCFENT MC CARTHY in Butte in the
absence of SAC BURNS and gave him the message at 10:18 p.m. I
requested MC CARTHY to call the SAC in Salt Lake City. I also
gave him MOORE's instructions. 7. 303 - 2
|J 7 - O

At 10:28 P.M., I contacted ASAC DULINSKY in Las Vegas in
the absence of SAC ELSON and pave him the same messape- and S
structions. A, ' ?

JFM:ekw E
2) i- .
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO PgAC (157_203) DATE: )_;/5/68
FROM '  op STRPHEN B. CHENOWETH

SUBJECT:  RACTIAL MATTERS

At approximately 10:50 A.M, this date SA ROYD ADSIT
and myself observed in the 2800 block of East Colfax windows
either cracked or broken in 5 different business establishments,
There was also & large Negro crowd of high school students
gathering around the area of Fast High School. This crowd

was estimated at approximately 250, and they were overheasd
chanting. The Denver P .,D. were on the scene.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

| would make, four demands

P

press “conferen

‘sequent to_ the slaying
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. .
. 'The demands, according to'Joe
Brown, publisher of the Denver
Blade, a Negro néwspaper, were
formed at a meeting of about|
60 members of -the. organization
Thursday night at the Blades
offices, 3224 Dahlia St.- ‘
ITEMS ‘LISTED '

The demands, read by Cor-
nelius - Webb, :a spokesman ‘for
the group, are for: "

—Communications - consisting *
of a Negro radio station, for
which application is on file with
the Federal Communication -

‘|Commission. Webb said the .

group hopes the application will
be acted on-immediately.

—Flags to be displayed ‘in.
Denver at -half-staff for one
month.

—Boycott of: all schools and}’
stores for: “séveral . days” to
emphasize ‘the need for justice

|and fair play from ‘a rac1a1

standpoint.

~-A march, scheduled tg start -
at 10 a.m. Saturday at Fuller{,,

Park, E. 28th Ave. and Williams|.
St., to the Denver Civic Center.
NAMES GIVEN '

.The new group; Brown sald is
being led by Rudolph (Corky)
Gonzales"and ‘Lauren Watson;
representing .the militant fac.|
tions of the. Spanish-surnamed

|and. Negro communities respec-
tlvely : :
|- 'Webb, in making the announce- By
~\ment, said, ‘“These are not. re.|Sch

quests hbut demands that will{S10TE

{was. standing by.

Eh
i School news aper, the Surveyar
reported they were attacked by}
four Negro youths on the school]

the Boy s Store 5701
Ave., at 11 a, m: Frida
to 20 pairs of pants
eight smts accordmg

Denver area National Guards— K

men_ were placed on standbgr

|alert by Brig. Gen. Milton: Ehr-
lich. Col. William J. ‘Allen; Den-|"
ver civil defense dlrectorr said|
the . guardsmen are’ ready tof
“|help police “if they’re needed. -
The Police Department’s new|

33-man special service,:squad,
trained in riot control and sched-
uled to go on the street for the
first time Friday" evemng'i

‘There : were uncon*flrmed T8
ports of looting ‘along 16th St. in
‘downtown - Denver -and af . east
Denver liquor. stores;.

REPORT MADE

parklng Tot at nudmormng The
rvictims - were' -bruised and  one

suffered a. small cut, ‘according|
to: Dr. . Erie Holland asmstant,

prlnclpal
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Memorar 7.

. Responsibility
o Called Key to
March Here

By JOHN TOOHEY :
Denver Post Staff Writer B

" "t Core-City ~Ministeries, an’ iaiatde»' .
nomination group, Friday was pIanmng:
two Denver marches ‘“‘to demonstrate the
white community’s willingness to take re-
sponsibility for the death of Dr. Martin
Luther King,” spokesmen said.

The first march was scheduled to be-
gin with a Friday noon rally at Civie
Center. A permit for the meeting was.
‘granted Friday morning by Joe Ciancio
Jr., manager of parks and recreation.

Spokesmen for the Core-City Ministeries'
said thousands are expected to attend
the rally, then to march the several blocks
to the Denver Hilton Hotel where the
chamber of commerce has a luncheon
meeting scheduled on its drive to find jobs
for Negroes this summer.

From there, the spokesmen said, reh—
gious leaders will go to the Denver Mer-
chandise Mart in Adams County where | —
area school superintendents are holding a \ ; 3
symposium on metropolitan problems. ‘ 7l

|
|
|

DATE:

The second march, spokesmen said, is
tentatively set for noon Saturday from
Loretto Heights College, 3001 S. Federal:
Blvd., to Englewood—The Cinderella City
shopping complex at W. Hampden Ave.
and S. Santa Fe Drive.

They said the location was chosen be-
cause of labor difficulties of Negro jani-
tors recently at the shopping center.

Feel Responsible

The Rev. Craig Hart of Annunclatlom
Catholic Church said the marches were *
planned primarily for white citizens by i
the Core-City Ministeries because “we feel
the whife community was responsible for
King’s death.” 1 _

He said 1,000 handbills were dlstrlbubed' / J / e
on downtown streets to publicize the Fn- ﬂ
day noon rally and march. » SEARCE

Among religious leaders expected o par- STM. L

ticipate in the rally and mareh were
Methodist Bishop R. Marvin Stuart and
Episcopal Bishop Joseph S. Minnis. F3! e DE,

Meanwhile, a demonstration has been e
planned by Negro and Spanish-American |
leaders for 10 a.m. Saturday at Fullerton;
Park, across the street from Manual High |
School. 4

o Buy U.S. Savings vondy neghitaryy on rpe Fayro Savings Plan
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC (157-203) DATE: 4/5/68
FROM  : WILLIAM J. SPRING
SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RACIAL MATTERS

RICHARD GENSER, Student Teacher at Cole Junior High
School, 33rd and Humboldt, Denver, home address 1835 South
Jackson, Denver, Telephone No. 757-2040, advised as follows:

e

At 9:00 AM., at Cole Junior High School everyone
was in class. A large group of youths began coming in and
out of the school. A tall Negro man wearing a goatee and
moustache came into the school and wanted to talk to the
principal. GENSER said it looked like this individual was
attempting to get all of the students released from school
for a mass meeting.

At 9:15 AM., a large group from Manual High School ﬁ/
came to Cole Jua&au—ﬁigﬁ“ﬁ!ﬂbﬂ& and stirred up the students. &

ARG . demes began running out
of the building and several students were injured.

At 9:30 A.M., six Negro men, in their late twenties
or early thirties, well dressed and driving a late-model blue
Cadillac, came down 32nd Street and stopped in front of Cole
Junior High School. Thes= fited & puUBTI"
but-GENSER¢TH I Tot—und. s@ad.Wldt.bhe Y- ;
men managed to get numerous Junior hlgh school students and
also students from Manual High School to follow them to a
small park within walking distance of the school. The
majority of students from each school left to go to the small

park:m%j

ADDENDUM:

)J’7w‘zo¢’~p
I observed these students come down Champa to Curtis
Park and later disband.

SEARCHED e INDEXEDI
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC (157-203) DATE!: 4/5/68
FROM SA JOSEPH C. LEARNED
SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RACIAL MAT TERS

Writer talked with COP GEORGE L, SEATON at 5:00 P.M.
SEATON said he had been in the East Denver area most of the
afternoon and that as of 5:00 P.M., things were ''cool". He
stated he has special service units working this evening. He
said that Division Chief KAYOU, Telephone No. 297-2906, should
have all information regarding any racial matter this evening
or tomorrow.

SEATON said that he will be at the Brown Palace
Hotel between 6:00 and 8:00 P.M, tonight but will be back in
his office after that time. He can be reached at Telephone
Nos. 222-3087 and 297-2001.

SA DONALD L. SIEFERS reported that at 5:30 P.M,,
CS-R EARL WEST advised that there was a teenage crowd in
the Park Hill Shopping Center, but this crowd had broken up
and gone home. He stated that one young Negro made the
statement that they should burn some place and other Negroes
said no and physically struck down the agitators and calmed
things down. Two cars were seen milling in the crowd, which
cars were occupied by Negroes. The Negroes were unknown to
informant; however, these strangers drove automobiles bearing
the following license plates:

New York 9845PK

Illinois AA8674

1 - 157-41 |
Bl
| 7-203-7
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC (157-203) DATE!: 4/5/68
FROM SA JOSEPH C. LEARNED
SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RACIAL MATTERS

SA ANDREW P, BUGAS advised this date he has learned
from the Colorado Springs Police Department that church groups
and the NAACP in Colorado Springs are planning a memorial
service for KING at the World Arena in the Broadmoor from
3:00 to 3:30 P.M., 4/7/68.

SA BUGAS stated that as of 5:00 P,M,, this date, no
information has come to his attention regarding any demon-
strations or incidents concerning captioned matter in Colorado
Springs.

SA ALVIN D, HEWITT advised at 5:05 P.M. this date
he has been in recent contact with Inspector JACK STIFFLER,
NA, Pueblo Police Department, and Sheriff ROBERT HORVAL, and
both advised there have been no incidents or rumors received
about any proposed demonstrations regarding captioned matter.

SA's HEWITT, BUGAS, MC MENAMIN and GUSTAFSON are
aware of Bureau instructions regarding this matter and advised
they will keep us advised of any incidents.

At 5:10 P.,M. thisdate, LUTHER VAN BUSKIRK, Post
Office, 3300 Holly, Denver, advised he learned there will be
a ''gathering' at the Public Service Building, 3800 Holly,
and at the Elks Club at 38th and Holly, this evening. He

/5,—7 .2031-/0
S 1an o ' SEARCHED _———INDEXED
M”J’Z:I:D 157-203 SERIALIZED———FILED
‘ JCL: 1kr LPRT 1908
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DN 157-203

said that the Elks Club group is extremely militant. He said
there has been no window breaking in his particular shopping
center that he knows of; however, a group of Negroes forced
Safeway to close their stores at 34th and Williams and in the
Holly Shopping Center this afternoon.

SA HEWITT advised at 5:20 P.M, that he talked to
ROMEO WINSTON, 1101 West Arroya, Pueblo, Colorado, and stated
WINSTON is an official in the NAACP., WINSTON advised they are
planning a meeting tonight to plan a memorial service at
3:00 P.M., Sunday, 4/7/68. WINSTON said that the current
feeling among the Negroes is that of sorrow and he does not
anticipate any violence.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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UNITED STATES G& JRNMENT
Memorandum

: SAC (157-203) DATE: 4/5/68

FROM : SA JOSEPH C. LEARNED

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF DOCTOR
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. , ;
RACTIAL MATTER ;

: At 8:30 a.m., racial informant KENNETH FRANKLIN

\ - telephonically advised that LAUREN WATSON and a group of

: approximately 20 Negroes planned to visit at Manual and East
High Schools and demand that the schools be closed. He said
that he anticipates that there will be some type of retalia=
tory action Friday night (4/5/68.) FRANKLIN stated he would
stay in contact with the writer. FRANKLIN said LAUREN WATSON
is driving an Iver Johnson motorcycle, license 455-20.

The above information was furnished to Chief of
Police GEORGE SEATON who advised the writer that a group
of Negro high school youths from EAst Denver High School were
milling around East Colfax and had broken the windows in
several of the stores, had broken into a liquor store, and
had stolen some liquor. SEATON also advised they were
receiving reports of fire bombs being thrown in East Denver.

At 10:15 a.m., ED HAWKINS, Night Clerk, called and
advised that Metro College discontinued classes for the
day and a rally was planned at the College Student Center,
Metro College, from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. He said that
Reverend ASEN PHILLIPS would be in charge of the rally.

At 10:45 a.m., we received a report from the Denver
Police Department that there was rock-throwing at East Colfax
and Fillmore.

At 10:50 a.m., we received information from the o
Denver Police Department that there was someone shooting a ' 3
gun in the area of 33rd and Holly. e

At 10:55 a.m., we learned from the Denver Police
Department that windows were broken at the Red Barn restaurant

on East Colfax Avenue. }5 7-40 3 /

We learned at approximately 11:00 a.m.
bombs were thrown in the Dahlia Shopping CenjsearcHed INDEXED
. : FILED ,
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DN 157-203

At 11:30 a.m., we learned from Reverend CHARLES
WOODRICH that someone had thrown a fire bomb at Annunciation
High School, 3536 Lafayette. (SA SAMSON advised he would
send a teletype regarding this matter.)

At 9:00 a.m., SA ROBERT MITCHELL, 113th M.I. Group,
advised he was of the opinion that the two females connected
with the Denver Draft Resistance Union--NANCY RUHE and SANDRA
SMITH--would be at the Hilton Hotel to demonstrate opposition
to the war in Vietnam in connection with the visit of Senator
EDWARD KENNEDY on this day.

SA LOUIS D. NELAN and L. RUSSELL HASHMAN reported
that approximately 250 individuals attended a memorial service
for Doctor KING at Civic Center, Denver, between 12:00 and
1:00 p.m. They stated that the majority of the people were
white. R

At 1:30 p.m., Colonel RANCB, 113th M.I. Group,
advised that at the Civic Center service, an unknown white
Methodist minister said there would be a silent vigil at the
Hilton Hotel where Senator KENNEDY would be speak;;iTgx_lueﬂ

. is evenin Colonel RANCE said Mr. PETER
conscientious objector, said that there would be a march
tomorrow at noon, starting at Loretto Heights College to
Cinderella City, Englewood, Colorado.

Colonel RANCE aiso advised that there were members
of "Crusade for Justice" who were wearing black arm bands.

The above information about the demonstration and
vigil concerning Senator KENNEDY was furnished to U. S.
Attorney LAWRENCE M. HENRY, Denver, who said he would be in
contact with Senator EDWARD KENNEDY when he arrived in Denver
and that he would relay this information to Senator KENNEDY
and his aides. U. S. Attorney HENRY siad he would recontact
the writer at about 3:30 or 4:00 for any additional information
regarding this matter.

A telepype regarding this matter was sent to the
Bureau. :
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At 11:43 a.m., United Air Lines, Denvef, received
a bomb threat call which was handled by SA HASHMAN. The
airplane was not held up.

At 1:36 p.m., Chief of Police JIM BYRD reported
there was no action in Cheyenne of a racial nature.

Between 1:30 and 2:30 p.m., reports were received
from Agents that there was no racial disturbances in the
East Denver area; however, at 2:30 p.m., SA KING reported that
- approximately 35-40 young Negro adults were gathering at Curtis
Park. At 2:33 p.m., SA KING advised that the young Negroes
were disperskag from Curtis Bark.

SA RALPH B. RIPPE advised that at 2:05 p.m., there
were broken windows in 2 residences on the northwest side of
Holly at the intersection of 22nd.

At approximately 2:00 p.m., R&verend C. B. WOODRICH
advised that he heard that Negroes were going to meet at
28th and Williams this evening and then head east. He
could not furnish any additional information but will call
this office if he obtains any information.

At 12:30 p.m., SA RIPPE advised he learned that there
had been a false alarm at East Denver High School and that there
had been false alarms all over Denver. SA RIPPE advised that
as of that time, he did not see many individuals--Negro or
white--on the streets in the vicinity of East High School.

At approximately noon, SA RIPPE advised there were
four broken store windows on the north side of East Colfax
in the 2800 and 2900 blocks, which area is near East High
School. At that time there were no white or Negro individuals
loitering in the area.
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

acial Vlolence Flares
Seyéral Cities |

President Johnson appeared on nag
ionwide television to announce he had
ostponed his trip to Honolulu becausq
Jof the slaying. He asked ‘“‘every citize

/. MEMPHIS, April 4—(UPI)—Dr. Mar- |

Luther King Jr., who walked with -

ath in his nonviolent battle for racial

eedom, was slain by a white sniper
Yhursday on the balcony of his motel.

The 39-year-old Nobel Peace Prize
winner’s assassination swept the nation
like a shock wave and violence erupted
in some areas.

Rioting broke out in Memphis. Two
policemen were shot and National Guard
troops and highway patrolmen were
called in.

Violence Flares

Violence also erupted in New York’s
Harlem and Brooklyn, in Oakland, Calif., -
Washington, D.C., Raleigh, N.C., Bir- |
mingham, Ala., Miami, Fla., Jackson,
Miss., Boston, Mass. and Hartford,
Conn. There was looting, window-smash-
ing and rock-throwing in several of these
areas. |

Police issued a bulletin for a young
white man in dark clothes who dashed
out of a building across the street from
the Lorraine Motel, where King was

struck Dr. King.”

Guardsmen Recalled
But three hours after King’s death
was announced, Holloman went on tele-
vision in Memphis to report ‘rioting has
broken out in parts of the city. Looting

ing back into town,” he said.
He referred to the 4000 troops called
out after last week’s rioting in Memphis.

fannmg out over the state to pick up
massive contingents of riot-trained hxgh-
way patrolmen.

‘The King Assassination,’ an editorial on
Page 56. \

illed. He dropped a Browning auto-
atic rifle on the sidewalk and fled in
car. But Police Chief Frank Holloman
Jpaid: “We have no definite lead we can;
report at this time regarding the assail-,

ant.”
4
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to stay away from the violence that |

is rampant. The National Guard is com- ,

The guardsmen were sent home earlier 3
this week. National Guard planes were*
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Lorraine Motel at Memphis where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was fatally shot while standing on the

Dr. King As sassinated in Memphis ‘

(Continued From Page 1)

Units of the Arkansas State Patrol were de—
utized and rushed across the Mississippi Riv-
er into Mempbhis.

Charles Stephens, who lives near the hotel,
said he heard a shot and a scream at about 7
p.m. He saw a white man run out of the build-
ing facing the motel.

King was taken to St. Joseph’s Hospital
and wheeled into the emergency room, a
bloody white towel around his neck and an oxy-
gen mask on his face. He appeared to be
breathing. He died, doctors said, at 8:05 p.m.

Only Wednesday night, King told a rally
near the spot where he died that ‘like any-
body, I would like to live a long life ... but
I'm not concerned about that.

“I just want to do God’s will, and He has
allowed me to go up the mountain, and I've
looked over and I've seen the promised land.

“I may not get there with you,” he told his
followers, “but I want you "to know tonight
that we as a people will get to the promised
land. So I'm happy tonight. I'm not worried
about anything.”

White reporters who tried to reach the
area, where King was to have addressed a
rally Thursday night, turned back. “It’s like a
jungle out there,” one said.

Former Alabama Gov. George Wallace

led the assassination a “‘senseless, regretta-
]3 e and tragic act.

King met death in an attempt to prove he

uld bring off what he had planned to be the

iggest demonstration of his life. His planned
poor people’s march on Washington later this

month was under fire because a march he led
here last week erupted in a riot. King insisted
he could lead a massive demonstration and
keep it nonviolent, and he returned here to
prove it. The Memphis march was set for
Monday.

King had survived virtually every -civil
rights campaign mounted in the nation, and
led most of them.

Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb clamped on a
curfew.

In Birmingham, police reported rocks and
garbage cans were being hurled into the
streets in one Negro section. Miami police
rushed to answer a report of looting at a fur-
niture store and were pelted by rocks.

St. Joseph’s hospital officials said King
‘‘received a gunshot wound on the right side of
the neck, at the root of the neck, a gaping
wound.”

“Doctors did everything humanly possible,
to save him,” Hess said. -

Car Pickup Ordered

Police issued a lookout for a white, late
model car. Unconfirmed reports swept West
Tennessee and Arkansas of running gunbattles
between police and cars fitting the descrip-
tion. .

"Police threw a cordon around a 5-block
area of the Negro district that contained the
Lorraine Motel, where King was slain.
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balcony.

Chauncey Eskridge, King’s legal adviser,
sobbed outside the emergency room when
word came out of King’s death.

He said it “ought to have a shocking effect
on the whole World. A man full of life, full of
love, and he was shot. He had always lived
with that expectation (of assassination) but
nobody ever expected it to happen.”

King’s driver, Solomon Jones Jr., said he
was standing in the street when the civil
rights leader strolled onto the balcony and or-
dered him to start the car and take him to
dinner,

‘I Heard the Gur’

“I said ‘it’s cold outside, Dr. King. Put
your topcoat on,’ and he said ‘okay, I will’
and he smiled. Those were his last words. I
heard the gun.”

He said King wheeled and fell on his back.

After the shot, Jones said, he saw a man
“with something white on his face” creep
away from a thicket across the street.

King died in the same emergency room
where James Meredith was rushed in June
1965, after he was shot down in ambush a few
miles south of here at Hernando, Miss. Meye-
dith, however, was not seriously injured.

King was the first major civil rights leafer
to be slain since the ambush killing of Medgar
Evers outside his home in Jackson, Miss.,kin
1962.
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By CHARLES CARTER
Denver Post Staff Writer

Five Denver - secondary
schools with substantial Negro
enroliments closed Friday as
an aftermath to the killing of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. -

The schools were conducting
their own programs in memory
of the civil rights leader. The
schools were closed partly be-
cause it became impossible to
operate and in response to re-
quests from Negro adults,

Manual High School, 1700 E.
28th Ave., was the first to close.
Principal James D. Ward said
many students and a number
of persons living in the neigh-
borhood asked if school could
be dismissed out of reverence
to King.

He said the students were

unned by the assassination.

\‘Our youngsters here have

fessed,” he said, “q llfe of har-
mony. Then when the adult
world turns to acts of violence
they don’t know in which direc-
tion to go.”

A false fire alarm was turned
in from the school moments
affer it opened at 8 a.m. Ward
noted that when it had been de-
termined there was no fire, the
students returned to their class-
rooms.

Ward said it would have been
‘“very difficult” to conduct
school at Manual, which is 70
per cent Negro. It is the only
Denver high school more than
50 per cent Negro.

The school was dismissed
shortly after 9 a.m. after Ward
sought and got permission from
Dr. Robert D. Gilberts, school
superintendent.

Howard Johnson, assistant
superintendent for personnel,
later informed the secondary

principals’ they could dlSInlSS
school if they wished.

Those doing so were: I

—East High School, 1545 De-
froit St., which is 36 per cent
Negro.

—Smiley Junior High School
2540 Holly St., 66 per cent Nego
—Cole Jumor High School,
3240 Humboldt St., 65 per cent

Negro.

~Morey Junior ngh School,
840 E. 14th Ave., 53 per cent
Negro.

SOME FIGHTS

Adults from outside visited
schools and demanded they be
closed. There were some fights
between students of different
races, and some fire alarms
were pulled.

Philip G. Serafini, principal at
Cole, said he had discussed
closing with the downtown of-
fice and made the final deci-
sion when seven or eight Negro

livid the life that Dr. King pro-
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5 Denver Schools Closed

adults visited his office and de- '

. *"| manded that he do so.

Asked if threats were made,
he replied, “Well, they were |
very firm.” = . 1

At East; a group of adults |
walked .into. the auditorium atr
the close of @ memorial assem- !
bly for King. Some Negro ° }
youngsters were forcibly “drag- |
ged from the seats and told they |.
should attend a rally in Curtlsi
Park, said Principal Robert G ‘
Colwe]l o

The adults said schools were '
closed when President John F. .
Kennedy was murdered in 1963
and should be closed for King’s
death, Colwell said. - '
TENSE ATMOSPHERE
- He called the atmosphere at
the racially integrated school
tense. )

“There’s a great deal of am-
bivalence among the kids,” he
said. ‘‘They’ve worked very hard : .
on an ideal. Yet there is a tre-
mendous desire. to pull together
racially. ‘It pulls them away
from their white brothers.

~ “But we hope it’s temporary.”

A check with the principals of
seven elementary schools in
Denver’s Negro area turned up :
no discernible unrest among
the students Friday morning.

All seven principals said
school was going on as normal :
and-tdt-no one had asked them
to close for the day. Ne false -
fire alarms, were turned in at
the seven schools.

Students and teachers in sev-
eral of the schools observed a
moment of silence in the class-
room in memory of Dr. King.

20-MINUTE SHOW

At 11 a.m., most of the stu-
dents and teachers across the ;
city watched a 20-minute tele-
cast on the school district’s sta-
tion, KRMA-TV. The program,
in hanor of the slain civil rights
leader; included presentations’
by Gilberts and members of the '
Denver School Board. i

Johrison sent a message to
elementary principals asking
that ‘teachers lead discussions
after the program “insofar as
children can understand and;'
develop positive attltudes

Johnson added that ‘principals
should cancel any outside en-
gagements they had so they.
could stay in control at their
buildings. \

“If adults appear around the'
building to ask children {o- re=
turn home, they are not to be’
interféred. with, Our responsi-
bility is fo conduct school as .
quietly and constructively as:
possible,” the message added.’
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TO: -  DIRECTOR

FROM: DENVER (157-203)
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, RACIAL MATTERS,
DURING AM THIS DATE, SAS, FBI, OBSERVED NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENTS GATHERED AROUND VICINITY OF EAST DENVER HIGH SCHOOL. |

YINDOWS IN FIVE DIFFERENT BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS BELIEVED DROKEN |

BY THIS GROUP OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, METRO STATE COLLEGE, Dmm,

CLOSED THIS DATE AND STUDENTS URGED TO ATTEND RALLY PLANNED AT |

CIVIC CENTER NOON THIS DATE, ]
DENVER POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORTS NEGRO STUDENTS AT MAWUAL |

HIGH AND EAST DENVER HIGH SCHOOLS ARE ROAMING THROUGH RAST DENVAR |

AREA, ENGAGING IN VANDALISM, prd Worrmly fere bt |

SOURCE REPORTS NEGRO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS GATHERING IN

VICINITY OF THIRTYSECOND AND HOLLY, DENVER, SOME OF WHOM HAVE FIRE- |

' LOCAL, MILITARY AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES APPRISED OF ABGVE | f’ A
INFORMATION, P END )77 - 203 ~ 4f ~
Ve \ T

Special Agen Charge

Approved: - gl \A)‘, e sent ___| }_/(‘ M Per l@g\
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1213 PM URGENT 4-5-68 DLR - -
T¢ DIRECTZR |
FR@M DENVER 157-203

ASSASSINATI@ON @F MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRe RACIAL MATTERS.

DURING AM THIS DATE», SAS, FBI», OBSERVED NEGR@ HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENTS GATHERED AROUND VICINITY @F EAST DENVER HIGH SCHOOL.
WINDBWS IN FIVE DIFFERENT BUSIIESS ESTABLISHMENTS BELIEVED BROKEN
BY THIS GROUP OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. METR@ STATE COLLEGE, DENVERs -
CLOSED THIS DATE AND STUDENTS URGED T@ ATTEND RALLY PLANNED AT
CIVIC CENTER N@@N THIS DATE. |
DENVER P@LICE DEPARTMENT REPBRTS NEGRO STUDENTS AT MANUAL
HIGH AND EAST DENVER HIGH SCHOOLS ARE ROAMING THROUGH EAST DENVER
AREA, ENGAGING IN VANDALISM, AND THROWING FIRE BOMBS. ) - ,’ﬁ7‘
SBURCE REPORTS NEGR@ HIGH SCH@OL STUDENTS GATHERING N N

VICINITY 8F THIRTYSECOND AND H@LLY» DENVER, SOME @F WH@M HAVE FIRE-

ARMS «
LOCAL, MILITARY AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES APPRISED OF ABBVE " ;°j%
INFORMATION. / 2 ;/lé/\
“END | | ‘/>*7”%,; |
i

FBI WASH DC

P
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Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE URGENT 4/5/68 TIME |
(Priority) i
_____________________________________________ N
TO: DIRECTOR

FROM: DENVER (157-203)
/ ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RACIAL MATTERS.

REMYTEL THIS DATE.

REVEREND C. B. WOODRICH, ASSISTANT PASTOR, ANNUNCIATION
CHURCH, DENVER, ADVISED THIS PM HE LEARNED THROUGH SOURCES WlW
"MILITANT NEGRO LEADERS' ARE ENDEAVORING TO ORGANIZE HIGH SCHOOL
AND YOUNG NEGRO ADULTS TO PARTICIPATE IN SOME TYPE OF VIOLENT

DEMONSTRATION AND DAMAGE IN DENVER THIS PM.

DENVER POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORTED DUR;[NG PM THIS DATE THERE
HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS FALSE FIRE ALARMS AND SOME VANDALISM COMMITTED
IN VARIOUS PARTS OF DENVER BY NEGRO YOUTH ,/

DENVER POST THIS DATE REPORTS WHEEF NEGRO MILITANT LAUREN
WATSON AND RUDOLPH 'CORKY' GONZALES, MEXICAN-AMERICAN MILITANT,
PLAN TO LEAD ® MARCH FROM NEGRO AREA TO DENVER CIVIC CENTER AT

TEN AM APRIL SIX NEXT IN HONOR OF DR. KING. ¥

£

i\ JCL: lkr - 7 s
\Q 0o, *T~ Kgeyes = /J 7203~/

Approved: A//?/ Sent /é //7’\ Per-

gent in Charge
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(Priority)

DN 157-203 4 - Z e ey it ey : [
PAGE TWO & “ ? |

DENVER POST ALSO REPORTED TN SPOKESMAN FOR 3B CORE-
CITY MINISTRIES PLAN 'MARCHﬁT NOON, APRIL SIX NEXT FROM LORETTA
HEIGHTS COLLEGE, DENVER, TO ENGLEWOOD CINDERELLA CITY SHOPPING
COMPLEX. "B SHOPPING CENTER WAS CHOSEN BECAUSE OF LABOR o/‘;o
A3 A

Y ENU ELC
DIFFICULTIES OF NEGRO JANITORS, (’Y{“cw““’s ~ A

E

MR ABOVE INFORMATION WS M MADE AVAILABLE TO LOCAL,

MILITARY AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES. ~

ALL DEVELOPMENTS. P END,.

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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1003GPM URGENT 4-5-68 JRW

T2 DIRECT@R

FROM DENVER 157-203
ASSASSINATION @F MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RACIAL MATTERS.

REMYTEL THIS DATE.

REVEREND Ce Be WQdDRICH: ASSISTANT PASTOR. ANNUNCIATIGN
CHURCHs> DENVER, ADVISED THIS PM HE LEARNED THROUGH S@URCES
'"MILITANT NEGRO LEADERS" ARE ENDEAV@RING T® @URGANIZE HIGH SCHOOL
AND YOUNG NEGRO ADULTS T9® PARTICIPATE IN S@ME TYPE GF VIOLENT
DEMONSTRATIGN AND DAMAGE IN DENVER THIS PM.

DENVER P@OLICE DEPARTMENT REPZIRTED DURING PM THIS DATE THERE
HAVE BEEN NUMERGUS FALSE ALARMS AND S@ME VANDALISM COMMITTED
IN VARIGUS PARTS @F DENVER BY NEGRO YOUTH.

DENVER P@ST THIS DATE REPORTS NEGRS MILITANT LAUREN
WATSBN AND RUDGLPH "CORKY" GONZALES, MEXICAN-AMERICAN MILIfANT:

FLAN T@ LEAD MARCH FROM NEGRZ AREA T@ DENVER CIVIC CENTER AT

~ak

TEN AM APRIL SIX NEXT IN H@NGR OF DR. KING. I$A7’ol 52 ,_/J/

END PAGE @NE \ “ i N
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PAGE TWO

DENVER 157-203

DENVER POST ALS@ REPORTED SP@RESMANYFBR CORE-CITY
MINISTRIES PLAN MARCH AT N@ON, APRIL SIX NEXT FROM L@ORETTA
HEIGHTS CYOLLEGE, DENVER, T¢ ENGLEWOOD CINDERELLA CITY SH@PPING
COMPLEXe. SHOPPING CENTER WAS CH@SEN BECAUSE BF LABGR
DIFFICULTIES 9F NEGR@ JANITﬂRSo. ENGLEWGZD IS DNEVER SUBURB.

ABBVE INFORMATION MADE AVAILABLE T@ LBCAL.

MILITARY AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES. ‘

ALL RACIAL SOURCES AND INF@RMANTS ALERTED. BUREAU WILL BE
KEPT ADVISED.@F ALL DEVELOZPMENTS. P
END

BK
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TELETYPE URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR

FROM: DENVER (157-41) 2p

VISIT OF SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, DENVER, COLORADO, APRIL FIVE,
NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT; VIDEMj; RACIAL MATTER.

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITIES ADVISED THIS DATE
THAT TWO MEMBERS, DENVER DRAFT RESISTANCE UNION, PLANNED TO
CONDUCT ANTI-VIETNAM DEMONSTRATION FIVE PM THIS DATE, HILTON
HOTEL, WHERE SENATOR KENNEDY WILL BE HOLDING MEETINGS OF
COLORADO DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

AT MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD CIVIC CENTER, DENVER, NOON,
THIS DATE, AN UNKNOWN WHITE MINISTER URGED APPROXIMATELY TWO
HUNDRED FIFTY INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE TO PARTICIPATE IN A
SILENT VIGIL AT HILTON HOTEL SEVEN PM THIS DATE IN MEMORY OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING.

ABOVE INFORMATION FURNISHED USA LAWRENCE M. HENRY, DENVER,
WHO ADVISED HE IS MEETING SENATOR KENNEDY UPON ARRIVAL IN

DENVER AND WILL FURNISH INFORMATION TO KENNEDY AND AIDES. ,
END PAGE ONE /ST -203 /L
-~ 1s7ou
f;r‘f/m,.“v‘i" 157_203 1 &

1 -~ 100-90864

JCL:pmb S w.,..n....\_“i .n
(3) e -
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PAGE TWO
ABOVE INFORMATION ALSO FURNISHED LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

END
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________________________________________________ —_—
aeE NIRTATOR
L TROM: DENVER (187-h1)
YTSTT OF STNATAR TDWARD KENNTDY, DTNVER, COLCRADO, APRIL FIVE,

TTEREETE QIXTYRTAHT, VIDWM, BACTAL MATTTR,

nTUYTRL THIS TATE, .
PLAYYTD DENONSTRATION AT FIVA TM, PLANWED VIGIL AT SEVEN PH
7%

TTIS DATT AT UTLTON HOTEL AS MENTIONED IN LFFTEL COVERFD AR

WRITHTR OCCURRED.

Laeay)
L .

ghe a

11 7 -203-17
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Date: 4/6/68
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)
Via _ TELETYPE URGENT 4/6/68 TIME |

(Priority) I

TO: DIRECTOR
FROM: DENVER (157-203)

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RACIAL MATTERS.

REMYTEL APRIL FIVE LAST,

MARCH, LED BY NEGRO MILITANT LAUREN WATSON AND SPANISH-
AMERI K%Mﬁggf PH ""CORKY'" GONZALES, BOTH ON AGITATOR INDEX, PRO-
CEEDED FROM FULLER PARK, NEAR MANUAL HIGH SCHOOL, THROUGH FIVE
POINTS AREA, TO SKYLINE PARK, THIRTYFOURTH AND HOLLY, DENVER,
STARTING AT TEN THIRTY AM AND ENDING TWELVE THIRTY PM. ABOUT ONE
HUNDRED INDIVIDUALS IN MARCH AT BEGINNING AND ABOUT SEVENTY AT END,
SIX SPANISH~-AMERICANS OBSERVED, ONE INDIVIDUAL WHO MAY HAVE BEEN
WHITE, REMAINDER NEGRO., MARCH SWELLED TO SEVERAL HUNDRED AT ONE
POINT AND WAS VERY DISORGANIZED,

DENVER POLICE DEPARTMENT FURNISHED ESCORT TO CONTROL TRAFFIC
AND ASSIST MARCHERS. MAJORITY OF NEGROES ALONG LINE OF MARCH PAID
LITTLE ATTENTION TO GROUP. MARCHERS BROKE UP WITHIN FIVE MINUTES

1 - 157-41 A &4 2':%“—3"‘

EAS:lkr '§
@) 616 / j k N e

V g /’ \\,\\/ I> - lled ..m_.%
N ) ya ——
Approved: i / Sent (f /ﬁ’ M Per

Special Agent in Cha;ge -7 /
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(Priority)

DN 157-203
PAGE TWO

AFTER ARRIVAL AT SKYLINE PARK AND IGNORED SPEAKERS, ONE NEWS PHOTO-
GRAPHER ROUGHED UP DURING MARCH. NO OTHER INCIDENTS,

SECOND MARCH PROCEEDED FROM LORETTO HEIGHTS COLLEGE IN
SOUTHWEST DENVER TO SUBURBAN ENGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER FROM TWELVE
FIFTEEN PM TO ONE FIFTEEN PM. ABOUT TWO HUNDRED FIFTY TO THREE
HUNDRED PEOPLE PARTICIPATED, ONLY TWO NEGROES OﬁsERVED, REST WHITE.
LOCAL WHITE MINISTERSSPOKE TO GROUP AT ENGLEWOOD., NO INCIDENTS,

DENVER POLICE OFFICIALS ADVISE DENVER NEGRO AREA CALM
DURING EVENING, APRIL FIVE AND SIX LAST, WITH MOST NEGROES STAYING
OFF STREETS, Td%:;ggkAGERS SUFFERED GUNSHOT WOUNDS AT DANCE IN
NEGRO AREA YOUTH CENTER EARLY SATURDAY AND THERE WERE SEVERAL OTHER
MINOR INCIDENTS,

ABOVE INFORMATION MADE AVAILABLE TO LOCAL, MILITARY AND
FEDERAL AUTHORITIES., |

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. P END.

e &

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge
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FBI DENVER
433PM URGENT 4-6-68 JRW.
T9 DIRECT®R

FRGBM DENVER 157-203
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KINGs JRe. RACIAL MATTERS.

REMYTEL APRIL FIVE LAST.

MARCHs LED BY NEGR® MILITANT LAUREN WATSON AND SPANISH-AMERICAN
RUDGLPH "CUORCKY'" GONZALES, BOUTH ON AGITATOR INDEX», PRGCEEDED FR@M
FULLER PARK, NEAR MANUAL HIGH SCHO4L, THROUGH FIVE POINTS AREA, T@
SKYLINE PARK», THIRTYFOURTH AND HOLLY, DENVER, STARTING AT TEN THIRTY
A1 AND ENDING TWELVE THIRTY PM. ABGUT @ONE HUNDRED INDIVIDUALS IN
MARCH AT BEGINNING AND ABOUT SEVENTY AT ENDe SIX SPANISH AMERICANS
UBSERVED, @NE INDIVIDUAL WHE MAY HAVE BEEN WHITE, REMAINDER NEGRG.
MARCH SWELLED TO SEVERAL'HUNDRED AT @NE POINT AND WAS VERY DiSﬁRGANIZED.

DENVER PULICE DEPARTMENT FURNISHED

i

SCIRT TO CONTROL TRAFFIC
AND ASSIST MARCHERS. MAJZRITY OF NEGRGES ALGNG LINE OF MARCH PAID

LITTLE ATTENTION T8 GROUP. MARCHERS BROKE UP WITHIN FIVE MINUTES

END PAGE @NE ' /5/’7 203 ‘/?
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PAGE TW®

DENVER 157-203

AAFTER ARRIVAL AT SKYLINE PARK AND IGNZRED SPEAKERS. ONE NEWS
PHOTUGRAPHER ROUGHED UP DURING MARCHe. NO@ B THER INCIDENTS.

SECE@ND MARCH FROCEEDED FROM LZRETTA HEIGHTS COLLEGE iN SOUTHWEST
DENVER TZ SUBURBAN ENGLEN@QD SHBPPING CENTER FROM TWELVE FIFTEEN PM
'T¢9 ONE FIFTEEN PM. AB@UT TWO HUNDRED FIFTY T@ THREE HUNDRED PEQPLE
'PARTICIAPATED, ONLY TW@ NEGROES UBSERVED, REST WHITE. LOBCAL WHITE
MINISTERS SPUKE T GRUUP AT ENGLEWGODs. NJ INCIDENTS.

| DENVER POLICE SFFICIALS ADVISE DENVER NEGR® AREA C+ALM

DURING EVENING, APRIL FIVE AND SIX LAST, WITH MWST NEGRUES STAYING
GFF STREETS. T%@ NEGRZ TEENAGERS SUFFERED GUNSHBT WBUNDS AT DANCE IN
NEGR® AREA YWUTH CENTER EARLY SATURDAY AND’THERE WERE SEVERAL OTHER
MINRZ INCIDENTS.

ABOVE INFURMATION MADE AVAILABLE TZ LBCAL, MILITARY AND FEDERAL
AUTHGRITIES.

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. P
END
GFH
FBI WASH DC

X
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 - .
MAY 1962 EDITION ( (
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : SAC (157-203) DATE: §_6-68
FROM : SAS RIPPE and MALONE
SUBJECT: KING ASSASINATION

"At 9:50 AM this date, agents observed activities at
28th and Williams, winich is the open park across the street from
Manual IIigh School. At that time about 30 to 40 individuals
were in scattered groups in the park. About 10:15 AM this
group began to line up in the street, at which time police
officers gave them an escort ami blocked streets. The group
which left the area in a disorganized Trupp in marching order
about 10:25 AM, was led by an 1na1v1dual, described as Negro
male, very light skinned, about 23-25 years old, with a
portable "bullhorn'". At this point there were about 75 to
100 persons. They proceeded west on East 28th Ave. to
Welton Street, down Welton to 23rd Street, over 23rd to California,
over 24th to Welton, back up Welton to East 31lst Avenue to
York, northh on York to 35th, and east on East 35th Ave. to
Skyland Park, in the 33rd and Holly Shopping Center, where
the march terminated in the park. At the time the march
ended there were approximately 60 to 70 individuals.

Loren Watson was determined to be in the 2nd line
of March, and Rudolph '"Corky' Gonsales latter part of the
march, It was noted there were only 4 or 5 other Spanish
persons with Gongales, and only 1 person was observed in
the marchinggroup who might have been Causasian.

Intemsive police coverage and assistance was furnished
the marchers. Capt. Doral Smith of Dist. 2, in uniform, was
in the forefpvont of the march. Numerous two man patrol cars
as well as detective cars and special services units afforded
area patrol, No incidents were observed by agents.

Agents terminated at L2:40 PM at Skyland Park. It
was determined that detectives from Chief Cayou's Office had
recorded about 35 license numbers of cars which participated
in the march, particularly from downtows” to Skyland.

at the person leading the

It wasﬁafga determined
march was oneé?kaL@};;@mﬁ 15,.,and a second leader was
y Ifrom out-of-state. Cayou's /J

one Ralph B%ﬁwn both allegedly
offic® T lave reports on thig tter, and possibly photof

Buring the march, Loren Watso "not exhibit leadershg THe |NDEXED
i AR[}H&) ‘ND
gre¥p, and it was noted e Mole affair was poorly ory
ls varied in the march, due to curiosity from perso
A neighborhoods, but it was noted the majority of Nég
alonf the March route paid little ‘attention to th
'? RR

QIO -108-0%

(1) Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings P

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

‘Transmit the following in

Date: L[.6-68
PLAIN TEXT

(Type in plaintext or code)

a
I
I
|
I
|
FBI {
|
|
{
|
|
|
|

TELETYPE URGENT

(Priority) i
TO MEMPHIS AND JACKSON
FROM DENVER (157-203)

ASSASSINATION OF MAR LUTHER KING, JR. RACIAL MATTERS.

RESEMBLES ONE BEN

HART DESCRIBED AS WM, AGE THIRTYTWO, FIVE FEET TEN, ONE SEVENTY
LBS., BLACK HATR WHICH IS RECEDING AND COMBED STRAIGHT BACK. HART
IS SHARP DRESSER, OWNED LOTS OF GUNS AND FORMERLY HAD A HARDWARE
STORE BUT IS NOW A FARMER. MAY STATES HART WAS ALWAYS ROUGH

WITH NEGROS AND ‘ FORMER KLANSMAN. JACKSON CONDUCT APPROPRIATE
@¥X  INVESTIGATION.

LDN/ jrw
L

MAY recently came from Memphis and resides at 691l W. 26th Ave,,
Apt # 5, no phone and receives his mail at Box 467, Wheatridge,

Colo. Business phone is 421-5350, /J" ) —01()3'92’

orial 3 Z8A eernrnenmrammensgprer

Tndexed
Filed w

1)

| Approved: M” )

SpeMent in Charge
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FBI JKSN MISS

FBI DENVER
647PM URGENT 4~6-68 JRW
RO MEMPHIS AND JACKS@N

FROM DENVER 157-203
ASSASSINATION @F MARTIN LUTHER KINGs JR. RACIAL MATTERS. .

. .DBYLE MAY, SALES MANAGER JOHNNIE HARPER FORDs WHEATRIDGE:

\COLORAD@, ADVISED DRAWING @F ASSASSIN OF KING CLOSELY RESEMBLES ONE s
BEN LYNN HART WHO RESIDES AT CANTON, MISSISSIPPI. HART DESCRIBED

AS WM, AGE THIRTYTWS, FIVE FEET TEN, ONE SEVENTY LBS., BLACK HAIR

WHICH IS RECEDING AND COMBED STRAIGHT BACK. HART IS SHARP DRESSER,.

GWNED L@TS OF GUNS AND FORMERLY HAD A HARDWARE STORE BUT IS NOW A

FARMER. MAY STATES HART WAS ALWAYS RBUGH WITH NEGROES AND IS FORMER
KLANSMAN. JACKS@N CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION.

END

REM CAF - FBI MEMPHIS

FBI JKSN MISS

P | | /j’7e;03

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: L.6-68
Transmit the following in PIf‘AIN
(Type in plaintext or code)
. TELETYPE URGENT
Via —
(Priority)

T e

——— —_ —— e . e — . —— . —— . — e ———— ——— o —— . —— . — . ———— — . ———— —— . — _—— e —— e - —

TO: MEMPHIS

FROM: DENVIR (157-203)

ASSASSINATION A1 LU HER KING, JR. RACTIAL MATTERS

LOUIS J. IIUNT,” BMPLOYEE, PHYL LONG FORD DEALER, COLORADO SPRINGSR,
: .

COLORADO ADVISED 1967 YELLOW FALCON, 1ENNESSEE LICENSE JR 5198,

OCCUPTED BY WHITE FEMALE, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED AND WMA, AGE
20-25, HEIGHT FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED NINETY-FIVE
POUNDS, BLOND HATR RECEIVED REPAIRS T0 WATER PUMP? ON CAR AT
LONG AGENCY TODAY. CAR CONTAINED LU AGE AND HUNT OBSERVED LUGER

PISTOL ON FLMOR OF CAR. £ r\hPA_[L{ED CAR WITH THE TWO OCUUPANTS

Av
LEFT FORD AGENCY HEADRSNG WEST. HUNT ADVISED OWNER OF CAR LISTED

AS IIELEN J“T’l‘Ii\IGS 3020 ESTLS, MEMPHIS, TENN. HUNT SAID WMA

s quy i
A}:.SEMBLED PUBLISHED SKETCH OF KING ASSASSIN.

ABOVE FIR APPROPRIATE ACTION BY MEMPHIS.

-

127 by

e 5 S L,

Note; Above Lnformqtfén furrusned to e by SA Bugas at 9:30pm
i
. / ,‘7 .t'l )w,.;‘" /g'"
Approved: //jﬁ Sent T/[‘f /’:‘; M  Per ﬁﬂi )

Sp:cial A/;}r(in Charge ’ ’gj
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AND WMA, AGE TWENTY TO TWENTYFIVE, HEIGHT FIVE FEET ELEVEN INCHES>»

HUNT SAID WMA RESEMBLED PUBLISHED SKETCH @F KING ASSASSIN.

FBI MEMPHIS

FBI DENVER
1017PM URGENT 4-6-68 JRW
T8 MEMPHIS

FR@M DENVER 157-203

4

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING» JR. RACIAL MATTERS.

L ST e

LOUIS J. HUNT, EMPLBYEE, PHYL LONG F@RD DEALER, CQLQRADG SPRINGS,»
CEL@RADQ ADVISED SIXTYSEVEN YELLOW FALCON, TENNESSEE LICENSE JR FIVE

BONE NINE EIGHT» OCCUPIED BY WHITE FEMALE, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED ’ ‘ 27;

L3

ONE HUNDRED NINETY-FIVE LBS., BLOND HAIR RECEIVED REPAIRS T@ WATER
PUMP @ON CAR AT L@ONG AGENCY T@DAY. GCAR CONTAINED LUGGAGE AND HUNT ' "
PBSERVED LUGER PIST@L @N FLOOR OF CAR. AFTER REPAIRED CAR WITH THE B
TW3 @CCUPANTS LEFT FORD AGENCY HEADING WEST. HUNT ADVISED QWNER oF

CAR LISTED AS HELEN GETTINGSs THREE. ZERO TW@ ZERO ESTES, MEMPHIS, TENN.

ABOVE FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION BY MEMPHIS.

END

CAF e

TGhed
ey,

[ 7-203-2/

FBI MEMPHIS.

CLR
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. FBI~ DENVER ( (

~-

FBI CHICAGQ
M 1235AM URGENT 4-7-68 TAB
Té: DIRECTOR DENVER KANSAS CITY MEMPHIS SPRINGFIELD

FR@GM: CHICAGZ (44-NEW)(P)

MURKIN. CR
RE SPRINGFIELD TEL TO CHICAGG APRIL SIX LAST.
SPRINGFIELD DIVISION ADVISE RGNALD LORENZEN, MANAGING

EDITO6R, TIMES DEMOCRAT», DAVENPORT, I0WA, ADVISED HE RECEIVED

TELEPHONE CALL FROM EDWARD BAUMGARDNER @F NINE ONE

SEVEN SIXTH AVENUE, ERIE, ILLINQIS; BN APRIL FIVE(LAST.
BAU“GARDNER ADVISED HIM THAT ARTIST'S CONCEPTION DIéPLAYED

ON TELEVISION OF ASSASSINATIGN SUSPECT APPEARS T@ BE THAT OF ONE
VINCENT DE PALMA. BAUMGARDNER ALSZ ADVISED"THAT HE 1S

FORMER MINUTEMAN AND ASSASSINATIGN MAY HAVE BEEN

T COMMITTED BY MEMBER @F MINUTEMEN.

" @N APRIL SIX LAST BAUMGARDNER INTERVIEWED AT ERIE

ILLINGIS AND ADVISED AS FOLLBWS.

BAUMGARDNER ATTENDED MINUTEMAN SCH@@L IN COLORADO
AND WAS ASSIGNED T@ “STRIKE TEAM" WITH VINCENT DE PALMA,

END PAGE @NE , /J,\? o) )"2_/
| XNy e =

' SEARCHED_______ INDEXED
/ﬂ~4~ﬂ£k fﬁv;a7§/ &mmigggguinm
N v fal

EBI — DENVER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE TW@

IT WAS DISCUSSED AT SCH@OL THAT IF ROBERT DE PUGH, LEADER-
GF MINUTEMEN; WAS EVER ARRESTED "STRIKE TEAM™ WOULD
ASSASSINATE MARTIN-LUTHER KING AND VARIGUS G@VERNMENTAL
OUFFICIALS T@ CREAT DIVERSLéN fHEREBY MAKING IT P@SSIBLE
T8 RESCUE DE PUGH. BAUMGARDNER NOTED DE PUGH(PRESENTLY
WANTED BY FEDERAL AUTHORITIES. BAUMGARDNER ADVISED

DE PALMA WAS ASSIGNED CODE NAME WILLARD AND HE NOTED
éERSBN WHO KILLED KING REPORTED BY NEWS MEDIA T2 HAVE

REGISTERED IN HOTEL IN MEMPHIS USING NAME WILLARDe.

DE PALMA DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, ABBUT TWENTY FIVE
FIVE FEET ELEVEN T@ SIX FEET, ONE EIGHT ZERG PBUNDS.

MEDIUM BROWN HAIR, DARK COMPLEXION, PBSSIBLY AMERICAN
_ INDIAN.

BAUMGARDNER ADVISED PHOT@ @F DE PALMA IN P@SSESSION
DENVER P@ST NEWSPAPER , DENVER, COLORADZ. IN CONNECTI@N WITH
COURT HEARING IN BRECKINRIDGE, COLORAD@ WHERE DE PALMA
APPEARED AS WITNESS AGAINST BOB WHERLEY (PH).» EDITER
OF DENVER P@ST. |

END PAGE TW@

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



 PAGE THREE

DENVER @BTAIN PHOT@ @F DE PALMA AND FORWARD T@ MEMPHIS -
. FBR DISPLAY T@ WITNESSESe. KANSAS CITY FURNI‘SH MEMPHIS

WITH ANY PERTINENT INFJ FROM MINUTEMEN FILE RE DE PALMA.

END JRW

FBI DENVER | -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.~ FBI DENVESX
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A 123540 URGENT

T DIRECTI ¢
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PAGE TW@

IT WAS DISCUSSED ATYSQHGQL THAT IF_RQQERT”OE PUGH» LEADER
OF MINUTEMEN, \AS EVER ARKESTED "STRIKE TEAM™ W@ULD !
ASSASSINATE MARTIN LUTHER KING AND VARIBUS GBVERNMENTAL
GFFICIALSﬂTE CREAT DIVERSIDN THEREBY MAKING IT PBSSIBLE

T0 RESCUE DE PUGHe RAUMGARDNEX mﬁTEb DE PUGH PRESENTLY
WANTED 1y FEDEAL AUTHORITIESe BAUMGAIDNER ADVISED

DE PALMA wh3 ASSIGNED CODE NAME “ILLARD AND HE NG@TED
PEXSON 40 KILLED KING REPOATED 3¢ NEWS MEDIA TO HAVE

HEGISTEAED IN HOTEL IN MEMPHIS USING NAME WILLARD.

DE PALMA DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALEs ARDUT TWENTY VFIUE

. FIVE FEET ELEVEN T9 SIX FEETs ONE EIGHT 7ZERD POUNDS,

MEDIUM BiOuN HAIG, DARK COMPLERIGNs PESSIBLY AMERICAN
INDIANS
BAUMGAKDNER ADVISED #HOTY 9F DE PALMA IN POSSESSION

DENVEx POST NEwSPAPER » DENVE:x, COLIAADG. IN CﬁNNECTIQN WITH

COURT HEARING IN DBRECKINHIDGE, COLORADO WHERE DE PALMA

APPEAKED A5 WITNESS AGAINST BOB WHERLEY (PH)es EDITOR
OF DENVER POSTe

END PAGE TULD
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A

FBT DENVER

PAGE THREE

DENVER BBTAIN PHBTO OF DE PALMA AND FORWARD TO MEMPHIS
FOR DISPLAY T0 WITNESSESe KANSAS CITY FURNISH MEMPHIS
WITH ANY PESTINENT INFO FA8M MINUTEMEN FILE RE DE PALMAs

ENE‘ JiRb
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I

I

|

! |

|

|

FBI }

I

Date: 4-7-68 [

|

. o PLAIN ]
Transmit the following in e T plaient o sode) :
\ I

Via TELETYPE (RGENT _ y
(Priority) I

TO DIRECTOR, KANSAS CITY, SPRINGFIELD, XX MaMpHIS AND CHICAGO
FROM: DENVER (157-203)

MURKIN. CR

RE CHICAGO TEL 12:35 AM 4-7-68

REVIEW DUINVER FILES INDICATES KANSAS CITY 1IAS CURRENT ®HOTO OF
DE PALMA AS INDICATED PAGE TWENTY ONE OF REPORT SA WILLIAM i,
BOOTH, JR DATED DECEMBER SEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN AT NEW HAVEN
CAPTIONED ' CHANGED VINCENT PAUL DE PALMA AKA" COPIES BUREAU,
DENVER AND KANSAS GITY. NO PHOTO DE PALMA IN DENVER FILES .
KANSAS CITY FURNISH PHOTO TO MEMPHIS. SINCE ABOVE SHOTO AVAIL-
ABLE NO COWTACT BEING MADE WITH "DENVER POST" LOCAL DENVER

NEWSPAPER UACB.

AN Y

e
- It
s coisasstabiminse
201 126d ceeeeeeeneresnsennansas

dexed e

1led. /w/
> KC 7

ﬂ/ (s //%

Approved: /) Sent 22 3L g Per )

Specml A ent (Charge /9 &
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FBI WASH DC

'~ FBI DENVER
115AM URGENT 4/7/768 ENH
T DIRECT@R, KANSAS CITY> SPRINGFIELDs MEMPHIS AND CHICAG®

FR@GM DENVER (157-203)1P o /
MURKIN. CR

RE CHICAGO TEL TWELVE THIRTYFIVE AeM. APRIL SEVEN NINETEEN
SIXTYEIGHT. :

REVIEW DENVER FILES INDICATES KANSAS CITY HAS CURRENT Pnara\f
OF DE éALMA AS INDICATED PAGE TWENTY @NE OF REPORT SA wILL;AM.H,‘fQHJ"
BOGTH, JR DATED DECEMBER SEVEN NINETEEN SIXTY SEVEN AT NEW HAVEN
CAPTI@NED * CHANGED VINCENT PAUL DE PALMA AKA" C@PIES BUREAU, |
DENVER AND KANSAS CITY. N@ PHOT@ DE PALMA IN DENVER FILESs
KANSAS CITY FURNISH PHOT@ T0 MEMPHIS. SINCE ABGVE PHOTO AVAILé'”‘kM
ABLE N@ CZNTACT BEING MADE WITH "DENVER POST" L@CAL DENVER =

NEWSPAPER UACB. O

WA MXS - s : o T wched
| ' - _ e o S
FBI WASH DC : C e s :’%allged”““”*
. , : - ‘ndexed A
TU dileg

. ,"\\u e

END ’
END . END g
KC:HNDG - St JEM , cG ERH
‘FBI KAN CITY : FBI.SPRFGFLD‘ FBI CHICAG®
™o o RN U

z
\ . (g . -
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FBI WASH DC ( :

327PM URGENT 4-7-68 SAA" N

T0 ALL CONTINENTAL SACS . \
. \ rd ' L :
FRGM'DIRECT@R

MURKIN
THIS IS THE CAPTION F@R THE CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATI@N . _ .
T0 IDENTIFY PERSGN OR PERSONS RESP@NSIBLE‘F@R THE ASSASSINA- | |
TION OF MARTIN LUTHER KINGs JRss, IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON
APRIL F@BUR'LAST. |
ALL INVESTIGATIZN MUST BE HANDLE.UNDER THE PER~
SONAL DIRECTION @F THE SAC- LEADS ARE T@ BE AFFORDED
IMMEDIQTE: THORBUGH IMAGINATIVE ATTENTI@N. YOU MUST
EXHAUST ALL POSSIBILITIES FR8M SUCH LEADS AS ANY ONE LEAD
COULD RESULT IN THE SOLUTION OF THIS MOST IMPORTANT INVES-
- TIGATION. 'SAC WILL BE HELD PERS@NALLY RESP@NSIBLE FBR ANY ‘ :. | K
FAILURE TG PRQMPTLY AND THOROUGHLY HANDLE INVESTIGATI@NS |
"IN THIS MATTERs °
END ‘ . ’ /
DNew |
FBI DENVER
FCD
PXe s « GRC

FBI PHOENIX

/

. ‘ ‘ B l

SUsesLSB . |

FBI-SLC-CITY | /"7 - Q;,Q_;l l
PDs «+ EFTK'FBI P@RTLAND ‘ SEARGHED .. INDEXED. -

S ER , SERIALIZED_—_FiLEp |

SE« + s KNY L | aoAPRT 108 |

F B I SEATTLE o . FBI ~— DENVER / }

. ’ . 7] ) B

- BTe e e FHB ~ : S (/Vr |

| 1 | N/ aa |

‘ CRE |

FBI BUTTE

' -
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CPDese EFTKYFRI

FBIxWASH DC

i

{

327PM URGENT 4-7-68 5AR

T9 ALL CONTINENTAL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

MURKIN

THIS IS THE CAPTION Fon

T8 IGENTIFY PEX
TION O¥F

Ap{;g TL FOUY LASTe

SN 9N

MARTIN LUTHER

ALl INVESTIGATIUN

S3NA4L DIRECTION aOF

IMMEDIATE, THORIUGH
ExHAUST ALL
RESULT IN

COULD THE

F1GATION.  5AC WILL
FATLYRE Tg #2aM-~TLY
IN THIS MATTER.

END

DNe o

Prew oG‘.i(C
F31 PHBENTI X
Stle s .l__f:;it",» _

FEI=SLOC=CITY

SEe e s KNY
F 3 1 SEATTLE
STeeeFHE

FRI BUTTE

THE

THE CIVIL RIGHTS INVESTIGATION
PERSANSG ESPONSIBLE FOi THE ASSASSINA- :
KINGs Jites IN MEMPHI S» TENNESSEEs ON ;
MUST BE HANDLE UNDE: THE PEi~ ‘ﬁ
5ACe  LEADS A4E T8 BE AFFO2DED  ?
IMAGINATIVE ATTENTIONe YQU MuU3T Q

POSSTSILITIES
SOLUTION BF
BE

AND

PARTLAND

HELD PEsSaNALLY

Fram sUdCH LEADS AS ANY ONE LEAD

THIS M@ST IMPUHTANT INVES=

HESPONSIALE FOi ANY

THE B UGHL Y HANDLE INVESTIGATIONS

SEARCHED._Lf::L.JNDEXED
SEMUER____HED .

APRT 196
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e

" FBI MEMPHIS \ /
- S A .

7 506PM URGENT 4/7/68 CAF
T@ ALL SACS

FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987) 2P
MURKINS CR. ©0 MEMPHIS

RE BUTEL T@ ALL SAC'S APRIL SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT.
FOR INFO ALL OFFICES, PERTINENT PERIODS IN INVESTIGATION
ARE MARCH TWENTY NINE AND THIRTY IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA., AND
APRIL FBUR, SIXTY EIGHT, IN MEMPHIS, TENN.
"IN EVENT ANY DATA DEVEL@PED RE SUSPECTS, IF INTERESTED
@FFICES CAN ESTABLISH WHEREABJUTS @F SUSPECTS ON DATES AB@VE,
THIS MAY ELIMINATE SUSPECT. IF THIS CANNGT BE DONE, EFFORTS
SHBULD BE MADE T8 SECURE PH@TBGRAPHS @F SUSPECTS IN QUESTION AND
FORWARD PHOTOS T MEMPHIS AND BIRMINGHAM FOR POSSIBLE ELIMINATIGN.
PERTINENT DESCRIPTIVE DATA SHBULD BE INCLUDED WITH PHOT@S.. |
IF UNABLE T@ ELIMINATE @N BASIS OF ESTABLISHED WHEREABOUTS
IN PERTINENT PERIODS, INTERESTED GFFICES SHOULD MAKE EFFORTS
T0 SECURE FINGERPRINTS OF SUSPECT IN QUESTION AND SUBMIT SAME T@
BUREAU FOR ELIMINATIBN.
COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION, BASED ON DATA DEVEL@PED IN BIRMINGHAM
AND MEMPHIS, 1S AS FOLLOWS: | | |

END PAGE @NE

ae ¥ AAS ~
’S;A}C?aualﬁr*”?ﬁg% \
L/lzig /lf~;7’|mnﬁm

SEARCHED ———
SERIALIZED ————FILED

APRY7 1968

. FBl — DENVER
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