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gains in  King ' rooj 
- __T• newspaper, city and stat 

By PAUL VALENTINE 
' Copyright, 1968, Denver Post-Washington" Post 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. - There is growing 
peculation among Memphis police detec-
ives that the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
ing Jr.'s assassin was a disinterested 
rofessional killer - not a racist ideo-

logue - who left an elaborate trail of 

hny cities to hfueThispuii 
They won't say who they think hired 

the killer or why, but the evidence, they 
say, points to a well-paid professional jo 
Frank C. Holloman, director of fire a4d 

police, has maintained silence on progrs 
of the April 4 murder investigation, as is 
his chief of detectives, William Huston. 

- -  AIM   U - -- 

'-'But sources' in the departmedicate rriiding himself with phony creden-
the "hired killer" theory is gaining mo- dentials, he waited patiently in various 
Inntum. 

ne notion is that the killer began his cities for the right opportunity to fulfill-

p parations six or eight months ago by his assignment. 
di olving his identity and manufacturing In Birmingham, where Gait once lived 
a new personality known as "Eric Starvo Jefferson County Sheriff Mel Bailey said 
Gait, 36, unemployed merchant marine." he believes the assassin originally maya 

F -  '--- '- - have planned to kill King in the Alabama 
city 
Iiley, who threw a protective net 

aro)nd King when he was in Birmingham 
lastl October to serve five days in jail, 
sai ! he thinks a conspiracy existed to 
murder the civil rights leader. The sher-

tiff said his theory is only conjecture,-but-

"it is based on the evidence uncovered so 
far in the case." 

Gait, who has been identified by fellow 
boarders in a rooming house in Birming-

Continued on page 13. 
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KING'S KILLER HIRED? 

I J Clues Held'PWonT[ 
By vmphis Police, 

the country for several months, er and planted the shell to 
apparently without holding a 
job. 

The detectives are leery of 
the physical evidence left be-
hind by the killer. 

"He was supposed to have 
shot King with a pump rifle," 
one said. "Well, there was a 
spent shell found on the bath-
room floor of the rooming 
house, and a pump rifle won't 
eject a shell automatically. It 
wont' come out unless you pull 
back on the pump mechanism." 

ham as being the same man 
shown in FBI sketches of the 
suspected assassin, lived in the 
city when King was serving his 
jail term, Bailey said. 

The right opportunity came 
April 4 in Memphis. Dr. King 
had arrived the day before, and 
both television and newspapers 
had announced the motel and 
room number where King was 
staying. 

The assassin rented a room in 
an adjacent building under the 
name "John Willard," fired the 
fatal shot and fled, leaving an 
enormous trail of fingerprints, 
clothing, binoculars, a rifle and 
an expended shell in his wake. 
Federal authorities said here 

Tuesday they are satisfied John 
Willard and Eric Starvo Gait 
are the same person. 
EVIDENCE OF HIRING 

Memphis detectives say evi-
dnce that the killer was hired 
a a substantial price is re-
fi'cted by his ability to pur-
cijase a "white Mustang" auto-
rrfobile and follow King around 

He noted that the discarded 
Remington 30.06 pump rifle 
found on the street near the 
rooming house was inside a 
Browning automatic rifle pack-
ing box. 

FBI HOLDS EVIDENCE 

He suggested that the as-
sassin actually had two rifles, 
using the Browning automatic 
to kill King and planting the 
Remington as a red herring. 

Even if the expended shell 
found in the bathroom matches 
the Remington, he ai1h 
killer could have fired it eafli-

match the Remington. 

The FBI has the Remingtor 

and other physical evidence r' 

its laboratories in Washingto 

and has not revealed its find-
ings. 

Memphis detectives look at 
the assassin as an incredible 

"cool" character who didn't 

seem to mind being obvious. 

Dressed neatly in a busines 

suit and necktie, he rented an 

$8.50 a week room in a flop I 
house, paying in advance witi 
a clean, new $20 bill. 

He then proceeded to leave 
finger and hand prints around 
the bathroom and dump a bag 
full of clothing, a rifle with tel-
escopic sight and a pair of bi-
noculars on the street as he 
fled. 
'BE'rfFR THAN TV' 

"It was better than a televi-
sion show, the way he did it," 
said one officer. 

Most of the items dumped in 
the street, they speculate, will 
lead up blind alleys. The kill-
er was casual about his finger 
and hand prints either because 
he is an alien or because he 
thinks he is one of the few 
American adults who has not 
been fingerprinted at one time 
or another, the ysay. / 
They discount the possiblly 

of a Ku Klux Klan conspircy 
in the assassination. "Shucks," 
said one, "with all this re-
ward money ($100,000) being 
offered, if it was the Klan, 
they would have turned each 
other in a longtime ago." 
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(eyes drawn by artist) 
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CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

ERIC STARVO GALtFnNo. 405,942 G 

Photograph taken 1968 

Aliases: Harvey Lowmyr, John Will 

Age: 
Height: 5'8" to 5'll" Eyes: Blue or hazel 
Weight: 160 to 175 pounds Complexion: Medium 
Build: Medium Race: White 
Hair: Brown, possibly cut short 
Occupation: Has claimed employment as seaman 
Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; allegedly 

attended dance instruction school; has reportedly completed course 
in bartending. 

DESCRIPTION 
36, born July 20, 1931 (not supported by birth records) 

CAUTION 
GALT IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE VICTIM WAS 
SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Galt with con-
spiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen ( Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 241). 

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK. 

Wanted Flyer 442 
April 17, 1968 

DIREC TO 
FEDERAL'J1REAU OF INVESTIGATION 
NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 
TELEPHONE, NATIONAL 8-7117 






