
OPTIONAL l'OIIM NO. 10 
MAY 1111 EDITION ( 

- Gll.!!MR (41 CPR) 101-11.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, Albany DATE: May 20, 1968 

~011 Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

l 

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED 

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is 
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news 
sources, in a discreet and tactful manner, of the existence of sub­
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. This money 
now totals at least $100,000. The FBI should not, however, be 
publicized as the source of this reminder. 

While the Bureau's continuing policy is to encourage 
the public to furnish information to law enforcement authorities as 
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward, 
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to 
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the 
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly 
prove of value in the solution of this major investigation. 

1 - Copies to all Special Agents in Charge and Legats 

rn1-~rnvrn 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

By THOMAS TALBURT I 
$cripps-Howard Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON, May 21 - On a carefully marked 
city map found in a hippie-inhabited boarding house in 
Atlanta, FBI agents found a thumbprint that enabled 
them positively to identify the suspected slayer of the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther Kin; Jr. . 

They found the map April ta residence the office of the 
14-10 days after Dr. King was Southern Christian Leadership 
murdered in Memphis. Since Conference which he headed, 
then the trail of the suspect, the boarding house where !heL(-In_d_i_c_a-te_p_a.J.ge-,-n-a_m_e_o_f ____ _ 

J E ' R h d d d map was found, and the parkmg newspaper city and state.) 
ames ar, ay, · as ea -en - lot where Ray abandoned a ' 

ed. white Mustang the morning af-
Although thousands of tips ter Dr. King was killed. 

have been tracked down by The FBI believes Ray drove 
agents in the FBI's 660-0-man the Mustang to Atlanta during __ 
force with no success since the the night after the murder, 
map was found, federal officials abandoned the car about 
do not subscri,be to the theory dawn the next day, took two 
that Ray may be dead-the vie- taxi rides to locations near 
tim of someone who hired him Peachtree st.-and then VJtn- --
to kill Dr. King. is.bed. 

"We have no indication he is Agents found the abandoned 
dead," said an official. "We fig- car April IL It bore license 
ure he is alive-somewhere." tags issued to Eric Starvo -­

Galt-a name the FBI said 
Ray used to mask his true Map of Atlanta 

On the city map of Atlanta identity. 
which bore Ray's thumbprint, . Two days later, agents co?'lb- -­
fom; key locations bad been cir- mg Atlanta for the myster10us 
cled ffl p~!iefl Dr. King's Atlan- "Galt" got a tip that he had 

· -- ·· previously rented a room at a 
boarding house known to be a __ 

---------==~■,- -- · -~------- • I popular hangout for hippies. 

R....,,s Thu mbpr,·nt 1 ~!:~;!~dfa~~~td out U 7 - the roommg house and early the • • Le k 
11

1 next day went to the room 

Is Poslt,,ve In -- I ~t!ff .. ~~lr~~iunten, told 
There they found a TV set 

;..;:_,.. ..... , 1 they later learned "Galt" had 
,

1 

obtained in a trade with a girl 
, friend in L:i!!' Mitet~s and the 

26 The Rocky Mouhtain 
-- News 

Date: May 22, 1968 
Edition:Home Final 
Author: Thomas Talburt map bearing the thumbprint. 

Whether "Galt" had used the Editor: 
room after Dr. King's death is 

Jack Foster 
not known. " Title: 

The map with the thumbprint 
was flown to FBI laboratories 
here. After a painstaking, MURKIN 
round-the-clock search of the Character: 
fingerprints of 53,000 wanted or 
criminals on file here, lab tech- 15 7 - 2 0 3 
nicians hit paydirt on April 19. Classification: 

By matching the thumbprint Submitting Office: 
on the map to one in their files 
they determined that Eric Star- 0 Being Investigated 
vo Galt was really James EarlL--------------­
Ray, an habitual criminal who 
had escaped · from the Missouri 
State Penitentiary on April 23, 
1967. Galt was only one of sev­
eral aliases he had us~d. 

tAfter the· thumbprint found In 
Atlanta was matched to Ray's, 
thumbprint · here, th.e FBI also 
was able to match. up other par-
tial prints Ray had left on the 

~hite m~:tanl.~x:.,~"~i~ 
~~I~~ Vt;'l{ing, ')!'"',- I 

SEARCHED __ INOEXE~ 
SERIALIZED __ . ____ FILED _ ,-- _ 

iv, 22- 196 
FBI - DENVER / 

I v7 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



( 

OPTIONAL FORM :WO. 10 

Ul'ITED STATES oovn•DT 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: ALL PERSODBL 

FROM: SAC, DEIIVER (157-203) 

SUBJECT: MURKI:W 

( 

DATE: 5/22/68 

Please rea•ber to furnish the auaber of man-hours 
you have spent on this oas•, total mileage, and any unusual 
costs,to the Agent haadling the case, by close of business, 
5/31/68. The man-h01lr8 $hould be broken down as to regular 
hours and overtime hours. 

These sue instructions will apply to the last 
day of each moath until sueh time as the Bureau cancels them. 

Please specify w1aether or not previously suba;Jtted 
May time is included oa routing'slip submitted at last":of 
month. 

OFFICE IIEMO l'O .. 19? 

(l)- 157-203 
1 - 66-L? 
1 -c s:Mi~" 
L - ASAC 
1 - Supervisor 

-

1 - All Personnel 
BDA:vfv~ 
(115) f 

;S7 -J-oJ -<7t_J 
SEARCHED __ INDEXED---

SERIALIZED-JILED- ·· 

fBI-DENVER 
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To: IACa, la!MM)J 
~~{l_!!•IO!f) 

l'l'Gm: Dlreeter, nu <"-11111) 

IIDJIIIN 

Be DaTer atnel to au- aad s. ... 1111 elated 1-1-11, ud »euer 
autel to a.-, ao eopy to la,,....11, elated 1-1-18, 1lotla pntabdaa to Bolt 
Cllff. 

BJ rabln alrtel lawll u ,.....__. to a4Yl8e atatu of laYNUptlolt 
at laYamb u Ht fortll a nf•wld Deuer alrtel elated 1-1-tl, coneendlls 
bmNtttptSoa 1d S,lYUlawl Allpata, 0....., r ....... BID CIMnr ud Bolt 
CJunr. 

Bef•eae• Deanr autel dated 1-1-18, r•eatecl a.rm Mltllo'litJ to 
oeet tel.,.._• eompaay recordl r......, toll an. made bf Bolt c... 

1fo ut1Ga wlll 1W taua by tlle 8111'- reprcllas DeaY•'• r•Nt uUl 
llw..Upttc,a u Nt fortlk la nfereaeed Den• abtel dated l•l-18, la completed. 

/ J~7 -ct- o .3- Vt y· 
:::':'',;=·•···;ti ,' ,. 

1.JUV 
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To: IAC., .. :;:::..;:=:::;:..,,~~-

(Dia•• "~!~D 
From: Dir ..... , 1111 ('4-11111) 

IIUUllf 

R• DaYw atrt.l te BU'- 11M 1a .. m1t 61ted 1-1-81, ud Dlaffr 
abtel to Bllr-, •.., to San-\, dated 1-1-18, .a ,-tatallll to Bolt 
Cllew. 

BJ retua alrtttl aa-..wlt ta r....-.a to..._. atatu of bwnttptf• 
at la...-ah u Ht fortla la Nferwed .Dea'fw abtel dated 1-1..., ~ 
lld'..Uptloa u S,lftlda wl......, Oeo1'lla, r ....... Bill Cllew ud JloJt 
a ... 

..,___. Dea.er alrtel dated 1-1-11, r....-.. IIU'NII llltllortt, to ...._te,..._......., r__.. r......,tollealll eadebJ Bolt CUW • 

.. utlGII will ... tatea bJ Ole .... ,......., DeaY•'• ~-utll 
bwuttptloa u Nt folila la..., ....... Den• abt•J date4 l-1-tl, la.....,..._ 
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Routing Slip 
0•7 (Rev, 3-3 1-6 7) .,, ., 
TO: SAC, 

D Albany 
D Albuquerque 
0 Anchorage 
D Atlanta 
D Baltimore 
D Birmingham 
D Boston 
O Buffalo 
D Butte 
D Charlotte 
D Chicago 
D Cincinnati 
O Cleveland 
D Columbia 
D Dallas 
U Denver 
D Detroit 
D El Paso 
D Honolulu 

RE1 MURKIN 

C 

(Copies to Offices Checked) 

D Houston 
f_::-J lndlanapolle 
r:-J Jackson 
CJ Jacksonville 
CJ Kansas City 
D Knoxville 
D U,s Vegas 
CJ Little Rock 
D Lqs Angele& 
r.:J Louisville 
D Memphis 
CJ Miami 

B Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 

D Mobile 
CJ Newark 
D New Haven 
D N~w Orleans 

D New York City 
CJ Norfolk 
D Oklahoma City 
D Omaha 
D Phllc1delphla 
D Phoenix 
D Pittsburgh 
D Portland 
D Richmond 
D St, Louis 
D Salt Lake City 
D San Antonio 
D San Diego 
D San Pranclsco 
D San Juan 
D Savannah 
D Seattle 
D Springfield 

( 

CJ Tampa 
CJ Washington F'leld 
D Quantico 

TO LEGAT1 
D Bern 
D Bonn 
D Buenos Alrell 
D Hong Kong 
D London 
D Mttnlla 
D Mexico, D,F', 
D OttttWO 
CJ Parll, 
D Rome 

8 Santo Domingo 
Tokyo 

Date __ 5_-_.2....,2 .... -.... 6...,,8,__ ____ _ 

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED 

,] 
I 

( - O.J - v/j(f~ 
SEARCHED -1:--1,,, -1· ' 

F\etentlon 
D F'or information D optional 

SERIALIZEJ .... ___ _ fl LU ___ . 

F'or app oprlate - · l()f;Q D action D Sure\;:i'lll;., ___ _ 

D The enclosed ls for your Information. If uae 
all sources, D paraphrase contents. 

D Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA ____________ _ 
dated 

Remarks: ReBulet 5-20-68. 

In the event of inquiries regarding the identity of 
the sources of the reward money offered in the Murkin case, 
you may confidentially advise established sources that ac­
cording to a compilation set forth in the April 27th edition 
of the "Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee, 
$25,000 each has been offered by the "Commerc,ial Appeal" 
and Scripps-Howard newspapers and that in addition, 
businessmen and citizens in Memphis have offered several 
thousands more and the Memphis City Council has under­
wrritten the reward up to a total of $100,000. 

Bu file 

Urtlle. ... 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



lllUCTOR, FBI <,,-38111) 5/21/18 

SAC, DEHVll (105-203) 

MUtU<IH 

On S/22/18, JOHN WESLEY HEWBOURNE, inmate #375-8, ~ 
Co-lorado State Penitentiary, Canon City, Colorado, was 
interviewed by SA WALLACE G. HAGUE at the request of 
ta:ROUUE. 

PIEWBOURNE, who ha• FBI f-70125 A, stated he de­
sired an interview inasmuch u he wa1 acquainted with 
JAMES EARL RAY as an inmate of the U.S. Penitentiary, 
Leavenworth. Kanaaa, during 1955. He stated he ia of 
the opinion RAY waa hired by aembens of the Xu Klux Klan 
and was killed by Klan members after the ahOoting ot 
MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

MEWBOUJWE advised he is f~• 81rainghaa, Alab-, 
and in view of the fact he haa IHMlfl a criminal llOllt of 
hia life 1a aoquainted with moet bootlegggera, orillinala 
and Klan aemben in the Alabama, Georgia and Mla•t••lppl 
u.as. He stated he will be tNnsferred to the u. S. 
Penitentiary at Atlanta, km:1aJt, in approxiaately two 
aontha to serve the reaaindirof his aentenoe• and upon hia 
rel•••• in about one year plans to locate the body of RAT. 
which he feels he can acooaplish in approximately three 
weeks. He stated the only reason he ta furnisbtna the 
above information is the fact he is certain RAY i• dead•• 
if not dead would furnish no inform.ation conoeming RAY. 
He stated his only contact with RAY was at Leavenworth and 
be knows nothing aoneernin1 RAY'• habits, aaaociatea, 
hangouts or poaeible whereabouts. 

The above information is being 
the naae of MEWBOURNE should oorne to 
Bureau in the future. 

J...-BUNau 
( ';tMemphia 

l.-Denv,r 
WSH:hgi.~

1 
(fl) ' 

<••·-1987) y 
furnished in th• event 
the attention of the 
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r 
/ 

t:\, ;f 
i\;., .. 

FBI DENVER 

3-29 PM, UR6ENT 5•23-68 BID 

T8 DIR£CT0R ANE> LITTLE R8CK 

FR8N DENVER J57•J03 ~p 

MURK IN 

RE TEI.CALL T0 LITTLE R0CK THIS DATE• 

• 

0N MAY TWENTYTHIRD INSTANT, REX HARDY BASINGER, 

' . 

0NE F0UR 0NE SIX D0WNING, APARTMENT TW0, DENVER.- ADVISED 

THAT HE RECEIVED A C0LLECT CALL FR0M EDGAR EUGENE BRADLEY 

IN TULSA, 0KLAH0MA, . AB0UT 0NE PM, MAY SEVENTEEN LAST• 

-BASINGER STATED GREW UP WITH GENE BRADLEY, RUDY, ARKANSAS, 

AND ATTENDED SCH00L WITH HIM IN Al.MA. BRADLEY LEFT HIGH 
, 

SCH00L T9 J0IN NAVY IN NINETEEN THIRTYTHREE• BASINGER SAW 

BRADLEY 0NCE SINCE THEN IN DECEMBER, NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE 
\. 

0R JANUARY, NINETEEN SIXTYF0UR, IN DALLAS, TEXAS• ACCI-

DENTALLY MET HIM IN TAVERN IN DALLAS• DESCRIBED BRADLEY AS 

FIVE FEET ELEVEN, STRAWBERRY BL0ND, FRECKLES, UNKN0WN TATTl8S, 

0N£ HUNDRED E'l GHTY P0UNDS, fiIFTY0NE YEARS 0F AGE• HAS 

NiJTHER WH0S£ NAME MAY BE MRS.J0E "JAKE" fiINE IN RUDY, 

/ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'I 

PAGE TW0 

BRADLEY, MAY HAVE RELATI0NS IN TlLSA• BRADLEY INDICATED 

MIGHT BE PASSING THR0UGH DENVER S0METIME IN NEAR FUTURE• 

ASKED BASINGER IF BASINGER SAW HIM 0N CBS TB.AND INDICATED 

THAT HE WAS 0NE 0F TH0SE INDICTED BY DISTRICT ATT0RNEY 

GARRIS0N, NEW 0RLEANS, INV0LVED IN KENNEDY ASSASSINATI0N 

C0NSPIRACY• C0MMENTED T0 BASINGER "WE FAM0US PE0PLE RUN 

NGETHER," AND STATED THAT HE HAD BEEN LIVING IN TULSA 
I 

WITH ERIC GALT F0R AB0UT A WEEK• BASINGER ASKED WH0 

GALT WAS AND BRADLEY ASKED BASINGER IF HE HAD HEARD 0F 

JAMES RAY• WHEN BASINGER STATED HE HAD N0T BRADLEY SAID 

THAT HE WAS THE 0NE WH0 °KN0CKED 0VER KING, JR." BASINGER 

STATED HE TRIED T0 DETERMINE WHERE BRADLEY WAS STAYING BUT 

C0ULD N0T• HE BELIEVED THAT BRADLEY WAS 0NCE 0N THE WEST 

C0AST, P0SSIBLY AT SAN J0SE, CALIF0RNIA, WHERE HE PREACHED 

AS A N0N~DEN0MINATI0NAL PREACHER• DURING THE C0NVERSATI0N 

HE INDICATED HE MAY BE RETURNING T0 THE WEST C0AST• 

END PAGE TW0 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE 

BASINGER STATED THAT HE RECEIVED AN0THER TELEPH0NE 

CALL FR0M BRADLEY AT SEVEN TEN AM THIS DATE• TELEPH0NE 

CALL WAS CUT 0FF F0R UNKN0WN REAS0N BUT WAS N0T A C0LLECT 

CALL• 0PERAT0R WH0 PUT BRADLEY 0N THE LINE INDICATED THAT 
I 

CALL WAS BEING CHARGED1 BUT BASINGER FEELS IT WAS CHARGED 

T0 S0ME0NE IN F0RT SMITH1 ARK•1 FR0M WHERE THE LATEST CALL 

0RIGINATED• DURING THE SH0RT C0NVERSATI0N BRADLEY INDICATED 

HE HAD BEEN EATING AT THE 0LD S0UTH RESTAURANT, SEVEN 0NE 

F0UR T0WS0N AVE•1 F0RT SMITH, ARK•1 WHICH RESTAURANT IS 

RUN BY A C0USIN 0F', BASINGER, MRS. ,ELBA BASINGER TH0MPS0N, 

AND WAS APPARENTLY PLACING THE CALL FR0M THAT RESTAURANT. 

HE INDICATED THAT HE WENT 10 F0RT SMITH T0 SEE THE RESULTS. 

0F' THE RECENT T0RNAD0 IN THAT AREA, AND THAT HE PLANNED 

T0 HEAD WEST AFTER LEAVING F0RT SMITH• 

LITTLE R0CK AT FT• SMITH IS REQUESTED T0 C0NTACT 

MRS. TH0MPS0N AT THE 0LO S0UTH RESTAURANT AND THR0UGH HER 

L0CATE BRADLEY• BRADLEY SH0ULD BE INTERVIEWED F0R ANY 

E.ND PAGE THREE 
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PAGE F0UR 

KN0WLEDGE 0r JAMES EARL RAY ANO ACTIVITIES WHILE IN TULSA• 

IN THE EVENT BRADLEY N0T L0CATED, FT. SMITH, BUREAU 

PERMISSI0N T0 CHECK r0R C0LLECT CHARGES AGAINST TELEPH0NE 

USED BY BASINGER IS REQUESTED• BASINGER AGREEABLE AND 

LEAD CAN BE C0VERED WITH0UT EMBARRASSMENT T0 THE BUREAU 

THR0UGH ESTABLISHED S0URCE• N0 FEDERAL GRAND JURY IN 

SESSI0N. 

MEMPHIS AS 0rrICE 0r 0RIGIN AND 0KLAH0MA CITY, WH0 

MAY HAVE SUBSEQUENT LEADS, BEING FURNISHED C0PIES BY AIR 

MAIL• 

END 

C0RR PAGE 2 LINE 3 WRD 9 SHD BE urvu 

HEH 

FBI LITTLE R 

GF"H 

rBI WASH DC 

\ 
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F'D-36 ,(,RfJv. 5-22•64) 
I 
I 
I 
I 

,JI ~ I/ ( 

FBI 

Date: 5/23/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Tr.ansmit the following in _...,.P .... J .... ,A .... I-N .... T....,EuiX .... T _______________ __;
1
r 

(Type in plaintext or code) 
I 

Via ___ ........_T.w.E ... LE..._T._Y..._.P._.E __ _ URGENT I 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIRECTOR AND SAC, LITTLE ROCK 

FROM: SAC, DENVER (157-203) ~p 

MURKIN. 

RE TELCALL TO LITTLE ROCK THIS DATE. 

ON MAY TWENTYTHIRD INSTANT, REX HARDY BASINGER, 

ONE FOUR ONE SIX DOWNING, APARTMENT TWO, DENVER, ADVISED 

THAT HE RECEIVED A COLLECT CALL FROM EDGAR EUGENE BRADLEY 

IN TULSA, OKLAHOMA, ABOUT ONE PM, MAY SEVENTEEN LAST. 

BASINGER STATED GREW UP WITH GENE BRADLEY, RUDY, ARKANSAS, 

AND ATTENDED SCHOOL WITH HIM IN ALMA. BRADLEY LEFT HIGH 

SCHOOL TO JOIN NAVY IN NINETEEN THIRTYTHREE. BASINGER SAW 

BRADLEY ONCE SINCE THEN IN DECEMBER, NINTEEN SIXTYTHREE 

OR JANUARY, NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR, IN DALLAS, TEXAS. ACCI­

DENTALLY MET HIM IN TAVERN IN DALLAS. DESCRIBED BRADLEY AS 

FIVE FEETEUE'lN, STRAWBERRY BLOND, FRECKLES, UNKNOWN TATTOOS, 

ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY POUNDS, FIFTYONE YEARS OF AGE. HAS 

MOTHER WHOSE NAME MAY BE MRS. JOE "JAKE" FINE IN RUDY, 

ARK. DURING CALL ON MAY SEVENTEEN, BRADLEY APPEARED TO 

BE DRUNK AND TO BE CALLING FROM A TAVERN. 

1 
Approved: ----r---1...1....1..--=.--4-,.,,,c__ 

BD 
(3) 

Sent 

. ................................ -..... 
j -1.:: '." -~,.,,."" '-··-'per __ .··-=--· .,;;J_ _ __,~-

I 

i 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 

( ( 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ---------,=-----c----..,.....,---------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via _______ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

DN 157-205 

PAGE TWO 

BRADLEY MAY HAVE RELATIONS IN TULSA. BRADLEY INDICATED 

MIGHT BE PASSING THROUGH DENVER SOMETIME IN NEAR FUTURE. 

ASKED BASINGER IF BASINGER SAW HIM ON CBS TV AND INDICATED 

THAT HE WAS ONE OF THOSE INDICTED BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

GARRISON, NEW ORLEANS, INVOLVED IN KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 

CONSPIRACY. COMMENTED TO BASINGER "WE FAMOUS PEOPLE RUN 

TOGETHER," AND STATED THAT HE HAD BEEN LIVING IN TULSA 

WITH ERIC GALT FOR ABOUT A WEEK. BASINGER ASKED WHO 

GALT WAS AND BRADLEY ASKED BASINGER IF HE HAD HEARD OF 

JAMES RAY. WHEN BASINGER STATED HE HAD NOT BRADLEY SAID 

THAT HE WAS THE ONE WHO "KNOCKED OVER KING, JR." BASINGER 

STATED HE TRIED TO DETERMINE WHERE BRADLEY WAS STAYING BUT 

COULD NOT. HE BELIEVED THAT BRADLEY WAS ONCE ON THE WEST 

COAST, POSSIBLY AT SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA, WHERE HE PREACHED 

AS A NON-DENOMINATIONAL PREACHER. DURING THE CONVERSATION 

HE INDICATED HE MAY BE RETURNING TO THE WEST COAST. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

I 
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FD-36 .(Rev. 5-22-64) 

( ( 
' 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in ----------------------l 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ ---------------------1 
(Priority) I 

- ----------------------------------------------L------- -· 

DN 157-203 

PAGE THREE 

BASINGER STATED THAT HE RECEIVED ANOTHER TELEPHONE 

CALL .FROM BRADLEY AT SEVEN TEN AM THIS DATE. TELEPHONE 

CALL WAS CUT OFF FOR UNKNOWN REASON BUT WAS NOT A COLLECT 

CALL. OPERATOR WHO PUT BRADLEY ON THE LINE INDICATED THAT 

CALL WAS BEING CHARGED, BUT BASINGER FEELS IT WAS CHARGED 

TO SOMEONE IN FORT SMITH, ARK., FROM WHERE THE LATEST CALL 

ORIGINATED. DURING THE SHORT CONVERSATION BRADLEY INDICATED 

HE HAD BEEN EATING AT THE OLD SOUTH RESTAURANT, SEVEN ONE 

FOUR TOWSON AVE., FORT SMITH, ARK., WHICH RESTAURANT IS 

RUN BY A COUSIN OF BASINGER, MRS. ELBA BASINGER THOMPSON, 

AND WAS APPARENTLY PLACING THE CALL FROM THAT RESTAURANT. 

HE INDICATED THAT HE WENT TO FORT SMITH TO SEE THE RESULTS 

OF THE RECENT TORNADO IN THAT AREA, AND THAT HE PLANNED 

TO HEAD WEST AFTER LEAVING FORT SMITH. 

LITTLE ROCK AT FT. SMITH IS REQUESTED TO CONTACT 

MRS. THOMPSON AT THE OLD SOUTH RESTAURANT AND THROUGH HER 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 ,(Rev. 5-22-64) 

' 

FBI 

Date: 

I 

Transmit the following in -------=------~,-------­
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

DN 157-203 

PAGE FOUR 

KNOWLEDGE OF JAMES EARL RAY AND ACTIVITIES WHILE IN TULSA. 

IN THE EVENT BRADLEY NOT LOCATED, FT. SMITH, BUREAU 

PERMISSION TO CHECK FOR COLLECT CHARGES AGAINST TELEPHONE 

USED BY BASINGER rs REQUESTED. BASINGER AGREEABLE AND 

LEAD CAN BE COVERED WITHOUT EMBARRASSMENT TO THE BUREAU 

THROUGH ESTABLISHED SOURCE. 

SESSION. 

NO FEDERAL GRAND JURY IN 

MEMPHIS AS OFFICE OF ORIGIN AND ~~L5A, WHO MAY HAVE 

SUBSEQUENT LEADS, BEING FURNISHED COPIES BY AIR MAIL. 

Note: 

SA BOYD D. ADSIT talked with Relief Supervisor DICK 
O'CONNELL, Little Rock Office, on 5/23/68. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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-;.~~ /11½: :~'tt~··.'. -' 
,i. 
_/:Ii 

~'t OENVEr? 

,'YN0MJ LITTLE ri0CK Cl57•t215) 

id:: DENVE,,. TELCALL T0 L.1Tl'LE r<0CK T0DAY• 

I 

CRIMINAL CASES RECEIVING NATI0NWID£ ATTENTI0N. THEY ADVISE 

:-!E GLA !MED HE H!.\O F3EEN tN :i CELL \'ii TH J'.\CK FWBY ,'4f D,':\LLAS .. , TltXA$♦ 

INVESTIGATI0N ~EVE4LED THIS ~As A FALSE ST4TEMENT AND A D0CT0R 

ENO P4GE tiNE 
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tS1f ... t21 S 

,~GE twe 

· -El;.AYL.0.CK.,., ARE 80TH EMPL0YED AT THE VETERANS 

.DENVER., C0L0RADih AND B.l\SINGEH REP0f·<TE:DLY LIVES WITH 

THEM• 

REC0ROS 0 F F0,'?T SMITH., ARK• . .t 
1
c1u::01 T BUREAU., POa f\ND 

NEGATIVE 0N EDGAf< EUGENE BRA.OLEY• 

DENVER• ATTEMPT 11:' DETEi:U,11INE IF BASINGER IS FURNISHIN(f 
I 

FAL,SE INF'0RMATI0N. Af<M~D ANO OANGEi~0lJS• Alf~MAIL C0PY M&:M 

PENDING 

BID 
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Sat tAM URGENT 5.123.168 EJP 

191 

FR0MJ 

DENVER 

I 
LITTLE R0CK (157-1215) 

MURKIN• 001 MEMPHIS• 

RE DENVER TEL.CALL T0 LITTLE R0CK T0DAY• 

MR• AND MRS• LE0N TH0MPS0N1 0LD S0UTH RESTAURANT. F1JRT 

SMITH• ARK-. ADVISED T0DAY THAT THEY 00 N0T KN0W EDGAR EUIENE 

BRADLEY AND N0 0NE BY THAT NAME HAS W0RKED 0R BE·EN TAKING MEA:LS · 

AT THE RESTAURANT• THEY AND 0THER RELATIVES 0F REX BASINGER 

ADVISE REX IS A MENTAL .CASE AND TENDS T0 ASS0CIATE HIMSELF' WITH 

CRIMINAL CASES RECEIVING NATI0NWIDE ATTENTI0N• THEY ADVISE 

BASINGER LAST IN F'0RT SMITH AB0UT THREE YEARS AG0 AT WHICH TIME, 

HE CLAIMED HE HAD BEEN IN A CELL WITH JACK RUBY AT DALLAS. TEXAS• 

INVESTI6ATI0N REVEALED THIS WAS A FALSE STATEMENT AND A D0CT8R 

AT PARKLAND'H0SPITAL, DALLAS, EXAMINED BASINGER AND F'0UND 

PR0BABLE PSYCH0SIS AND PSSSIBLE BRAIN SYNDR0ME• 

T0 DINVER FILE TW0 DASH THIRTY F0R BACK6R9l»ID 0N 

BASINGER'S BR0THER1 H0RACE BASINGER• AND SISTER, 

91D PAGE 0NE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



LR 1S7-1215 

PAGE TW0 

( 

B..AYL0CK, ARE 80TH EMPL0YED AT THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATI0N, 

DENVER, C0L0RAD0, AND BASINGER REP0RTEDLY LIVES WITH 0NE 0F 

THEM• 

REC0RDS 0F F0RT SMITH, ARK•, CREDIT BUREAU, PD, AND S0 

NEGATIVE 0N EDGAR EUG~E BRADLEY• 

DENVER• ATTEMPT T0 DETERMINE IF BASINGER IS FURNISHING 

FALSE INF0RMATI0N. ARMED AND DANGER0US• AIRMAIL C0PY MEMPHIS• 

PENDING 

END 

BID 

FBI DENVER 

J-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI 

Date: 5/20,f 68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in -· -------------,,-------------....ii' (Type in plaintut or code) 

AIRTEL : 
Via _________ --------------------~ 

(Priority) 

-----------~---------------~--------------------L-------
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) (P) 

RE: MURKIN 
CR 

Re Butel, 4/25/68, to El Paso, Houston and San 
Antonio, advising that each office should determine from 
telephone company the long-distance calls placed. at each 
public te~ephone on Highway 90 and Interstate Highway 10 
over which subject and CHARLES STEIN allegedly traveled 
12/15~17/67. Subject reportedly .made eight long-distance 
telephone calls while in Texas. 

Set forth by field divisions are some of the telephone 
calls made from the San Antonio Division, 12/15"'.'17/6,7, whi]?h' 
were obtained. from available Southwestern Bell .Telephone . 
Company records. The various field -division wi11·ae;:ermine 
from 1:he subscriber or person receiving tl;te call, the identity 
of the caller. If the caller was JAMES EARL RA¥, aka, obtain 

5-Bureau 
(2-Legat, Mexico City) 

2-Albuquerque 
2-Atlaqta 
2-Baltimore 
2-Chicago 

Dallas 
Denver 
Detroit 

3.:.Indianapolis 
2-Jackson 
2-Jacksonville 
2-Kansas City 

2-Little Rock 
3-Los Angeles 
2-Memphis (44-1987) 
2-New Haven · 
3-New York 
2..,.Oklahoma City 
2-Omaha 
2-Pittsburgh 
2-San Francisco 
2-San Antonio 
JMK:csh 
(51) 

'''--
Approved: ------------­

Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ____ 7_ c __ 

:1 
I 

I 
I 

I 
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SA 44-1242 

all available information. Further, determine if the subscriber 
or the person receiving the call has any knowledge of JAMES 
EARL RAY. 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 

The Bureau is requested to f.urniph hegat, Mexico City 
~· two copies of this airtel and set forth the same lead for 

Legat, Mexico as set forth for the other recipient offic~s 
listed above. 

DATE CALLING NUMBER 
LEGAT-;-m-xico 

12/16/67 223-8252 

12/17/67 278-9068 

12/15/67 223-7920 

12/16/67 223-8252 

12/17/67 223-8252 

ALBUQUERQUE 

12/16/67 

ATLANTA 

12/15/67 

BALTIMORE 

12/15/67 

12/16/67 
CHICAGO 

12/16/67 

12/16/67 

563-9704 

875-9087 

563-9793 

563-9719 

223-8252 

432-9322 

CALLED NUMBER PLACE AND/OR PERSON 
CALLED 

1227 Sabinas, Coahuila, 
Mexico · 

1250 Rosita, Coahuila, 
Mexico 

427056 Records show to "Lerdo, 
Mex." Place "Monty" 

427056 Mont~rrey, Mexico 

468515 Mexico Cit~ 

505-877-9947 To JENNY SHOUP 

404-544-2190 Columbus, Georgia , 

301-675-0381 

301-675-0381 -

312-847-4122 

312-533-1084 

-2-
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DATE 

DALLAS 

12/16/67 

12/17/67 

12/16/67 

12/15/67 

12/15/67 

12/15/67 

12/17/67 

12/16/67 

12/16/67 

12/),.5/67 

12/15/67 

12/17/67 

DENVER 

12/17/67 

DETROIT 

12/17/67 

12/17/67 

INDIANAPOLIS 

12/15/67 

( 

CALLING NUMBER 

278-9012 

432-9277 

278-9194 

223-8148 

278-9041 

278-9086 

278-9194 

278-9030 

278-9066 

223-0300 

223-7271 

278-9068 

379-9059 

379-9953. 

432-9447 

674-9919 

( 

CALLED NUMBER PLACE AND/OR PERSON 
CALI,,ED 

214-247-6949 

214-.295-5689 

214-3'51-6 9 7 0 

2),4-374-6379 

214-465-0015 

214-748-5851 

806-362-7797 

806-364-0709 

806-364-4789 

806-373-1108 

806-385 ... 5322 

806-765-5903 A~_$ 
G:,"r S:, 1 

~{l~ ~ 
303-641-1586 Gunnison, Colorado 

517-867-3781 .Gustine 

616-236-5598 Miss SNEAA WATKINS 
Tolman, Michigan 

317-473-7263 

-3-
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SA 44-1242 

DATE 

12/15/67 

12/17/67 

CALLING NUMBER 

875-9079 

379-9925 

( 

CALLED NUMB5R PLACE ANDtOR PERSO.N 
CALLED 

317-963~2331 Sharpsville, Indiana 

219-456-2832 Fort Wayne, Indiana 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SA 44-1242 

Place and/or 
Date Callin~ No. Called No. Person Called 

JACKSON 

12/17/67 674-9919 601-475-7722 

12/17/67 432-9005 601-762-3813 

JACKSONVILLE 

12/17/67 875-9055 904-433-1459 Pensacola, Fla. 

KANSAS CITY 

12/15/67 674-9761 913-539-4300 

LITTLE ROCK 

12/16/67 223-7271 501-375-6561 

12/16/67 432-9005 501-624-4536 VELMA THOMPSON 

12/17/67 432-9277 501-835-3481 WORKMAN 

LOS ANGELES 

12/15/67 223-8266 213-231-5482 

12/17/67 988-7491 213-429-9378 

12/17/67 223-7271 213-663-3675 

12/16/67 379-9092 714-540-7240 Santa Ana, Calif. 

MEMPHIS 

12/15/67 223-8080 901-947-1819 Memphis, to RUBY 
SIMONS or SIMORS 

NEW HAVEN 

12/17/67 223-7689 2.0 3-7 54-6121 Waterbury, Conn~, 
from Miss JAMES, 
Room 319, Palace 

... s- Hotel 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SA 44-1242 

Place and/or 
Date Calling No. Called No. Pers.on Called 

NEW YORK 

12/16/67 432-9407 212-S88-7147 

12/16/67 379-9059 914-343-3240 Middletown, N.Y. 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

12/17/67 674-9919 405-771-3268 

OMAHA 

12/17/67 379-9084 515-388-4928 

PITTSBURGH 

SAN 

12/17/67 432-9595 304-727-8137 St. Albans, 
Virginia 

FRANCISCO 

12/17/67 223-7765 415-654-4366 

Unless pertinent information is developed duri~g the 
course of the investigation requested above ·. which pe:rtains. 
to the San Antonio Division, it is not necessary to advi~e 
the San Antonio Division of the results. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

-6-

West 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD•36 IR•v. 5-22-64) 

( ( 

FBI 

Date: 5/20/68 

Transmit the following in ----------,=-~---:'"""'""---,....,..--------ii 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I AIRTEL Via _________ _ 

(Priority) : 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, S7TONIO 

MURKIN 
CR 

( 44-1242) (P) 

Re Butel, 4/25/68, to El Paso, Houston and San 
Antonio, advising that each office should determine from 
telephone company the long-distance calls placed at each 
public telephone on Highway 90 and Interstate Highway 10 
over which subject and CHARLES STEIN allegedly trayeled 
12/15 ... 17/67. Subject reportedly .made eight long-distance 
telephone calls while in Texas. 

Set forth by field divisions are some of the telephone 
cal.ls made from the San Antonio Division, 12/15"'."17/6,7, whiJ~h' 
were obtained from available Southwestern Bell Telephone. 
Company records. The various field -division will determine 
from t:he subscriber or person receiving the call, the identity 
of the caller. If the caller was JAMES EARL RAY, aka, obtain 

5-Bureau 
(2-Legat, Mexico 

2-Albuquerque 
2-Atlaqta 
2-Baltimore 
2-Chicago 

allas 
enver 

Detroit 
3-Indianapolis 
2-Jackson 
2-Jacksonville 
2-Kansas City 

City) 2-Little Rock 
3-Los Angeles 
2-Memphis (44-1987) 
2-New Haven · 
3-New York 
2-Oklahoma City 
2-Omaha 
2-Pittsburgh 
2-San Francisco 
2-San Antonio 

SEARCHED c:._~DEXED -
SERIALIZED - ILED --

MAY~~ J '1968 
·I /JMK:csh 

l\.~,. (51) 
\Y' ?; 

FBl-pENVER 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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$A 44-1242 

all available information. Further, determine if the subscriber 
or the person receiving the call has any knowledge of JAMES 
EARL RAY. 

REOUEST OF THE BUREAU 

The Bureau is requested to furni~h Legat, Mexico City 
-, · two copies of this airtel and set forth the same lead for 

Legat, Mexico as set forth for the other recipient offices 
listed above. 

DATE 
LEGAT~XICO 

12/16/67 

12/17/67 

12/15/67 

12/16/67 

12/17/67 

ALBUQUERQUE 

12/16/67 

ATLANTA 

12/15/67 

BALTIMORE 

12/15/67 

12/16/67 
CHICAGO 

12/16/67 

12/16/67 

CALLING NUMBER 

223-8252 

278-9068 

223-7920 

223-8252 

223-8252 

563-9704 

875-9087 

563-9793 

563-9719 

223-8252 

432-9322 

CALLED NUMBER PLACE AND/OR PERSON 
CALLED 

1227 Sabinas, Coahuila, 
Mexico ·· 

1250 Rosita, Coahuila, 
Mexico 

427056 Records show t.o ''Lerdo, 
Mex.''. Place "Monty" 

427056 Mont~rrey, Mexico 

468515 Mexico Cit~ 

505-877-9947 To JENNY SHOUP 

404-544-2190 Columbus, Georgia 

301-675-0381 

301-675-0381 -

312-847-4122 

312-533-1084 

-2-
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SA 44 -1242 

DATE CALLING NUMBER CALLED NUMBER PLACE AND/OR PERSON 
CALLEO 

DALLAS 

12/16/67 278-9012 214-247-6949 

12/17/67 432-9277 214-_2 95-5 689 

12/16/67 278-9194 214-3'51-6970 

12/15/67 223-8148 214-374-6379 

12/15/67 278-9041 2llf-465-0015 

12/15/67 278-9086 214-748-5851 

12/17/67 278-9194 806-362-7797 

12/16/67 278-9030 806-364,-0709 

12/16/67 278-9066 806-364-4789 

12/15/67 223-0300 806-373-1108 

12/15/67 223-7271 806-385-5322 

12/17/67 278-9068 806-765-59"63 ls"'fr~ ~ 
DENVER fµ~,( g~-1 

12/17/67 379-9059 303-641-1586 Gunnison, Colorado 

DETROIT 

12/17/67 379-9953 517-867-3781 .Gustine 

12/17/67 432-9447 616-236-5598 Miss SNEAA WATKINS 
Tolman, Michigan 

INDIANAPOLIS 

12/15/67 674-9919 317-473-7263 

-3-
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DATE -
12/15/67 

12/17/67 

CALLING NUMBER 

875-9079, 

379-9925 

CALLED NUMBER PLACE ~D10R PERSON 
CALLED 

317-963~2331 Sharpsville, Indiana 

219-456-2832 Fort Wayne, Indiana 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SA 44-1242 

Place and/or 
Date Callin~ No. Called No. Person Called 

JACKSON 

12/17/67 674-9919 601-475-7722 

12/17/67 432-9005 601-762-3813 

JACKSONVILLE 

12/17/67 875-9055 904-433-1459 Pensacola, Fla. 

KANSAS CITY 

12/15/67 674-9761 913-539-4300 

LITTLE ROCK 

12/16/67 223-7271 501-375-6561 

12/16/67 432-9005 501-624-4536 VELMA THOMPSON 

12/17/67 432-9277 501-835-3481 WORKMAN 

LOS ANGELES 

12/15/67 223-8266 213-231-5482 

12/17/67 988-7491 213-429-9378 

12/17/67 223-7271 213-663-~675 

12/16/67 379-9092 714-540-7240 Santa Ana, Calif. 

MEMPHIS 

12/15/67 223-8080 901-947-1819 Memphis, to RUBY 
SIMONS or SIMORS 

NEW HAVEN 

12/17/67 223-7689 203-754-6121 Waterbury, Conn., 
from Miss JAMES, 
Room 319, Palace 

... 6- Hotel 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SA 44-1242 

Place and/or 
Date Calling No. Called No. Person Called 

NEW YORK 

12/16/67 432-9407 212-588-7147 

12/16/67 379-9059 914-343-3240 Middletown, N.Y. 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

12/17/67 674-9919 405-771-3268 

OMAHA 

12/17/67 379-9084 515-388-4928 

PITTSBURGH 

SAN 

12/17/67 432-9595 304-727-8137 St. Alb~ns, 
Virginia 

FRANCISCO 

12/17/67 223-7765 415-654-4366 

Unless pertinent information is developed duri~g the 
course of the investigation requested above which pe~tains. 
to the San Antonio Division, it is not necessary to advise 
the San Antonio Division of the results. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

-6-

West 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



8.IC, Jll1'fD (157-203) 

u 'l'IIOUI a. w1mo 

IIIIBDX 

S/12/88 

lll"II. lmLICX BIGBLOI, 4331 Ka■t Mexieo, Deaver. 
'lelepboae TM-1711, telepboaioallJ' advlNd iutaat date 
1:llat •• Ila■ iaportant iaforaatioa reaardiac tile 
wa•iaatioa ot Dr. DJIG. BM ■tated tllat ■be did not 
de•ln to diac- the •tter in greater detail on tbe 
teleplao• and n•-•• to be coataoted bJ a Special 
.&pat U 800D U poa■ible. 

LUD 

Coatact Jin. mn BIGSLOI', 4331 But llexico, 
re lier knowledce JIDUIB. 
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OPTIONAL l'ORM NO. 10 
MAY 1812 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101•11.I ( ( 
UNITED STATES GOVE.t<.NMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, DENVER (157-203) DATE: 5/22/68 

FROM SA THOMAS H. WISEMAN 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Mrs. HELEN BIGELOW, 4331 East Mexico, Denver, 
telephone 756-1715, telephonically advised instant date 
that she has important information regarding the 
assassination of Dr. KING. She stated that she did not 
desire to discuss the matter in greater detail on the 
telephone and requested to be contacted by a Special 
Agent as soon as possible. 

LEAD 

Contact Mrs. HELEN BIGELOW, 4331 East Mexico, 
re her knowledge MURKIN. 

/[},Denver 
~:skb 

l? 
Buy U.S. Savi'!gs Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

IIOIO•IOl-ot 
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TO SAC DENVER DATE: 5-23-68 

FROM sa THOMAS H. WISEM.J1.N 

SUBJECT: MU RKI N 

Colorado, 

She sta tea that several months ago, exact date not ,, ,_,-,,,,,;;,..,,.,-,,,,,'"' 
recalled, shen me't an individual by the name of ~'-"'!!!"!'!!~~a. , 
1234 Clarkson St.,,Senver, Colorado, telephone 534-207 
She advised thaVshe met him throu~~h a former neighbor, •----
Kathr n RAHE who now resides at 024 Ogden St., Denver, Colo. 

that she started seeing BYRNE regularly and 
became qu e close to him. She stated that he told her that 
he was in sone type of organized crime syndicate and admitted 
to her that he has killed several men in the past; however 
he no longer does this and is now an arranger of kill:J.ngs. 

Shestated that in the first of December, 1967, she 
and BYRNE went to Acapulco, Mexico. The pul'f)ose of this trip 
for BY~NE was to attend several meetings to plan a killing. 
BYRNE would not elaborate further on this arrl commented that 
this "job" would make every headline in the country. _. . .,, 

. She stated that while~% ;fe~co, they stayed in a ho in , , , ./ "t/., Las Braisis, Mexico, p;Jilitlw;; Cosa Josette w.A,Q,.,"_.ifiW~_.n __ ,, 
~ - 'f»ex:Joo Cit~, and rented for the trip ty HAL HA a wealthy --_ ~v-· oil investor from Los Angeles, who can be reac e occassionally 
~ \in Benver at a house in the 500 Block of Gilpin St. telephone 

322-7080. She advised that some other indictidual stayed in _, 

l 
11010•108-0I 

this house most of the time and would know where to locate HALI';, 
She stated that these meetings in Acapulco, M8J?Clco were held ' , 
on the Ultimer II, a large yacht which was ancft>red off shore , -.·- --, 
a.t a U. s. Naval BaseY in Ag.lP.u.lco. She advised that this ytcht·',, 
is owned by CHARLES REVE~_p owner of the Revlon Cosmetic Compa,ly (' 

1

',1,:,,:,,1, 
\ Pl {l 

0 r✓ V 5 D rJ , :_,;;f:f:;~_, n ,,/ I , -. ;\ J, ..r -;_.o J -J--o ---_ ,, <:\11 
SEARCHED , • , , . 1 (/;j 

ri1,;k 
i•\-J:,(, 

SERJALIZED--.11~lLED___ . •,; \·:I\\:. 
,vli-\'( -~Z 1968 , : :':;i!/f; 

'{,l,,1, ,,, 

~{VI 
',\' 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Mrs. BIGALOW advised that these meetings were 
attended by several individuals, names not recalled by her; 
however CHARLES REVESON and HAL HALE were in attendance at 
these meetings, and another individual by the name of RAY 
was a lso the re • 

She stated that these meetings ls.sted for about 
the first week in January or 1968 and then she and BYRNE 
spent several days there vacationing and then returned to 
Denver. She stated that arter they returned to Denver, 
BYRNE advised her that these men are going to make him 
"pull a job" that he does not want to do. She stated that 
they were forcing him to 'th~s by threatening her and 
her three children, a 18, 16, ar:rl 13. She stated thAt 
BYRNE talked to her nstantly about this job from that timw 
until the 9th of ch, when he left l>enver and went to 
LuD.bock, Texas, here he stayed with his sister-in-law, 

_Genevi(e BYRNE . 4704 29th Street, te:S phone SW 21182. 
shes tated thaf before he left, he told her that she would 
read about the job which he had to do in the papers in 
2 or 3 weeks. She iltated that 11he talked with him occassio,~ally 
at telephone number SW-211R2; however never saw him again 
until approximately two weeks ago when he returned to her 
residence and told her that the job had been done, and 
admitted to her that he had actually arranged and planned 
the killing of Dr. Martin Luther King. He tol0 her that 
RAY was still alive and was now in Mexico. 

Upon returning to Denver, he t.old Mrs. BIGALOW thAt 
he was planning to marry his sister-in-law in Texas. Mrs. 
BIGALOW advi~ed t tarter learning of this, she decided to 
ca 11 the FBI • 

Sh advised that apnroximately one hour after 
she called he FBI on 5-22-68~ she received a call from 
J S "'""""""'~9226 E. Le4'1,igh Street, Denver, Phone 771-2411, 
a Denve torney who is an associate of BYRNE through their 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HYER stated that it is very important that he 
get in tou{#l with BYRNE and if she could locate him, to 
giNi him this message """ffl!N teacup"~ Be advised her 
that BYRNE would understand what it meant. 

. She advised t~t at approximately 6:JO p. m. 
5-22-68, .EnlNE telephontoally contacted her a rrl she gave 
him the measage. She stated that he was paoie stricken, 
immediately terminated the call and she has not seen or 
heard from since that time. 

She stated that,HYER probably found aut about 
her calling the FBI through a "bug" because one has been 
used in her apabtment in t:i» past and was removed by ~NE. 

Mrs. BIGALOW furnished the attached photogaaph 
of BYRNE which was taken on their recent trip to Mexico. 
She stated that several ph~tographs were taken of the 
yacht with RAY and the others standing on the deck; however 
when the pictures were returned to her from being developed, 
these were missing. 

She advised that BYRNE had no a prarent s ouroe of 
income; however always S8emed to have a small amount of 
money with him. She stated that she believes that he receives 
some money from Kat•ryn RAHEL. She stated that on several 
occassions, llhe has offered him money, but he refused it. 

She advised that BYRNE has a former wire here in 
Denver, LYNN (Mrs. Ja es Bobb) who lives in the Green Mt. 
area and is presentlYi bringing legal proceedings against 
BYRNE as a result or their divorce. 

sl~~JJJe~~~~ 
e~ P~, 1 o Io ~---2;1, ~. 

1rl ,AA, B~ ~ t:LJ ~ ~ ~-;t 0-

~ ~ ~ -I x.L ,L.,..ll /4.,.., "~ 

~~. 

" ' _,,:.._ ,lj. 
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656PM URGENT S-23•68 ..,SS 

1'I DIRECNR .114-3.861 AND LI_TTLE R8CK 

Ji'R8M DENVER 157-.203 2P 

MURKIN 

RDtYTEL. AND LITTLE R0CK TELETYPE TfiJ DENVER INSTANT DATE• 

LITTLE R0CK ~DVISED INTERVIEW 0F TH0MPS8~S AT 0LD.S8UTff. 

RESTAURANT1 FfiJRT SMITH .. ARKANSAS .. REVEALED THEY 00 ~ST KNIW D$A.:;.,;, 

EUGENE BRADLEY AND NS 0NE BY THAT NAME: HAS WftJRKED SR BEEN TAKlJfl 

MEALS AT THE RESTAURANT• THE TH0MPS0NS AND 0THER RELATIVES/ 8F 
REX BASINGER ADVISE BASSINGER IS MENTAL CASE ANO TENDS Tl ASS9C:J.AT$({ 

. ·'~~\)~··. 

HiMSEL.F WI"I:H CRJ;MINAl' CASES RECEIVING NATI8NWIDE ATTENTI8N. THU .1i·r 
.,_· I. ' 

ADVIS·ED LITTLE R0CK 0FFICE THAT BASINGER LAST IN F0RT SMITH AB.UT 

THREE YEARS AG0.. AT WHICH TIME HE CLAIMED HE HAD BEEN IN A CELL 

WITH JACK RUBY IN DALLAS .. TEXAS• INVESTIGATI0N REVEALED THIS WA$:,· . .. 
- . . ' ' 

FALSE STATEMENT AND A DICT0R AT PARKLAND H0SPI TAL1 DALLAS1 E~AIUrt.:t;,/ 
• . f;" . i' ¾' 

BASINGER AND F0UND PR0BABLE PSYCH0SIS AND P0S~IBL_E BRAIN SYMD•t•;::::·.)i 
' ' .. ··-:-· '.';;\(:.''-

. • .. -';~(:/i 
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RECflRDS, F0RT SMITH CREDIT BUREAU, . P8LICE · D(PARTNINT, AN& 

SHERIFF'S 0FFICEi NEGATIVE REGARDING BRAE>LEY• FILES 0F DENVER.· 

0FFICE BEAR 0UT MENTAL INSTABILITY 0F BASINGER, BUT IS. BEL:IEVD 

THAT WHEREAB0UTS 0F .BRADLEY SH0ULD BE ESTABLISHED IF P0SSIBLE• 

BUREAU REQUESTED T0 ADVISE WHETHER BUREAU FILES C0NTAIN AflY 

INF0RMATI0N REGARDING THIS BRADLEY• 

LITTLE RSCK REQUESTED TS ATTEMPT T0 L0CATE MRS• J8E "JAKE", 

FINE, ALLEGEDLY THE M0THER 0F BRADLEY., IN RUDY, ARKANSAS AND 

0 ETERMINE WHEREAB0UTS 0F BRADLEY• 

DENVER STILL INTERESTED IN CHECKING TELEPH0NE REC0RDS 0F 

BASINGER' S TELEPH0NE F0R ALLEGED CALL FR0M BRADLEY WHILE IN TULSA• .. 
END I 

GEB 

- FBI LITTLE R 

LL-D 
I• 

. t , 
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FBI I 
I 

Date: 5/23/68 : 
I 

Transmit the following in --------=-----==-P=LA=I=NTEX==T _________ -i11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
Via ___ TE_LE_T_YPE ______ t.JR_G_E_NT ____ 5/_2_3_/......,.6_8 ____ T_IME __ ---11 

(Priority) I 

- ----------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIR.ECTOR (44-38861) AND LITTLE ROCK 

FROM: DENVER (157-203) 2p 

MURK.IN 

REMYTEL AND LITTLE ROCK TELETYPE TO DENVER INSTANT DATE. 

LITTLE ROCK ADVISED INTERVIEW OF THOMPSONS AT OLD SOUTH 

RESTAURANT, FORT SMITH, AR.KANSAS, REVEALED mEY DO NOT KNOW EDGAR 

EUGENE BRADLEY AND NO ORE BY THAT NAME HAS WORKED OR BEEN TAKING 

MEALS AT THE RESTAURANT. THE 'mOMPSONS AND OTHER RELATIVES OF 

REX BASINGER ADVISE BASINGEll IS MENTAL CASE AND TENDS TO ASSOCIATE 

HIMSELF WITH CRIMINAL CASES RECEIVING NATIONWIDE ATTENTIClf • THEY 

ADVISED LITrLE ROCK OFFICE mAT BASINGER LAST IN FORT SMITH ABOUT 

THREE YEARS AGO, AT WHICH TIME HE CLAIMED HE HAD BEEN IN A CELL 

WITH JACK RUBY IN DALLAS, TEXAS. INVESTIGATION REVEALED THIS WAS 

FALSE STATEMENT AND A DOCTOR AT PARKLAND HOSPITAL,DALLAS, EXAMINED 

1 - Memphis (44-1987)(.AM) 
1 - Oklahoma City (AM} 

BDA:lkr 
(3}~ 
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F'D·,.36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ,..,, I 
\, 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in -------c-=----------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ -----------------~ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
DN 157-203 
PAGE '!WO 

RECORDS, FORT SMITH CREDIT BUREAU, POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, NEGATIVE REGARDING BRADLEY. FILES OF DENVER 

OFFICE BEAR OUT MENTAL INSTABILITY OF BASINGER, BUT IT IS BELIEVED 

mAT WHEREABOUTS OF BRADLEY SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED IF POSSIBLE. 

BUREAU REQUESTED TO ADVISE WHE'DIER BUREAU fiLES CONTAIN ANY 

INFORMATION REGARDING '111IS BRADLEY. 

LITTLE ROCK REQUESTED TO ATTEMPT TO LOCATE MRS. JOE "JAKE" 

FINE, ALLEGEDLY THE MOTHER OF BRADLEY, IN RUDY, ARKANSAS AND 

DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS OF BRADLEY. 

DENVER STILL INTERESTED IN CHECKING TELEPHONE RECORDS OF 

BASINGER'S TELEPHONE FOR ALLEGED CALL FR.OM BRADLEY WHILE IN TULSA. 

P END. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 

Date: May 21, 1968 
Transmit the following in ----------;;r:=---;:--;--:=--:-----;--':------------­

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_i_r_t_e_l ________ _ 

To: 

CV(;rom: 
MURKIN 

All SACs 
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

(Priority) 

For your information and investigative 
assistance, subject James Earl Ray has been known to 
consort with prostitutes and "street bums." A photograph 
of subject was obtained from a prostitute in Mexico. 
This photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was 
previously forwarded to your office. 

This should be borne in mind in your daily 
contact with informants, officers of vice squads and 
prostitutes in covering leads in connection with this 
and other cases. 

Armed and dangerous. 

Sent Via __________________ M Per _________ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22•64) 

( 

FBI 

Do~: May 21, 1968 
Transmit the following in ----------,;;::-=--:::-:-.-::-:--:----:--:-------------­

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ ..;..A_i_r_t,;_e_l ________ _ 
(Priority) 

~ __ .. __________________ _ 
-------- ----------------------------~ 

To: 

~om: 

' MURX:IN 

All SACs 
LEGATS, Mexico City 

Ottawa 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

For your information and investigative 
a-ssistance, subject James Earl Ray has been known to 
consort with prostitutes and "street bums." A photograph 
of subject was obtained from a prostitute in Mexico. 
This photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was 
previously forwarded to your office. 

This should be borne in mind in your daily 
contact with informants, officers of vice squads and 
prostitutes in covering leads in connection with this 
and other cases. 

Armed and dangerous. 

JJ--7-J o 3 -Jo 
SEARCHED INDEXED_~----------
SERIALIZED _________ _..FILED ________ ., .. 

. : i368 
FBI - DENVER 

Sent Via __________________ M Per _________ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES GOVERNMEijT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: ALL AGENTS (157-203) 

FROM: SAC 

MURKIN 

DA TE : 5 / 2 3 I 6 8 

The Bureau has fu~nished the following informa­
tion for information and investigative assistance: 

Subject JAMES EARL RAY has been known to consort 
with prostitutes and "street bums." A photograph of sub­
ject was obtained from a prostitute in Mexico. This 
photograph showing subject wearing sunglasses was previously 
forwarded to all offices. 

The above should be borne in mind in your daily 
contact with informants, officers of vice squads, and 
prostitutes in C0'\11:'ing leads in connection with this and 
other cases. 

fQ-157-203 
'1-66-17 
1-SAC 
1-A~A(' 
1-Supervisor 
1-Each ,Agent 
EAS :hgt-./ 
( 60) r 
Memo #200 

f7 ----)- "J -J-oy 
SEARCHED ................ INDEXED......... .. .. 
SERIALIZED ............. .FILED ....... , .. .. 

MAY 2 3196 
fSt-DENVER 
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SAC (117-203) 5/2fJ/68 

SA ELMElt A. SAMSON 

MUlUCIN 

RE: DMV Check 

SA ROY I. "ISCHKE on May 2,, 1988 1 advised th•t 
during a oheclc of Colorado driver's liotn••• at the ~~taent 
of Motor Yehiclea, Denver, Colorado, th• following ind£.,..dul 
oould not be eliminated through a fina•rptliat oheclc in•••~dh aa 
the finaerprint on th• driver'• licen•• application waa i1tt,ldled: 

FJtAMCIS SYLVESTER STULL, JR. 
128 White Avenue 

/ 

Grand Junction, Colorado 
Employed by Corder Distributing Co■p---y, South 7th 

. Street, Grand Junction. 

Thia individual ia described aa white, born L__~~~ 

5'10" tall, 185 pounds, blue eyea, blond hair. He previoualy 
had a California driver'• license which was laaued in 1967. 

SA HISCHICE advised this individual can be eliminated 
by a comparison of the left index finger. 

Th• above infonaation waa furnished to SA RAY H. BICIOfAII 
at 8:20 p.a., May 2tJ, 1968. SA BICl(KAN was then at Fruita, 
Colorado, but will be returning to Grand Junction today. 

LEAD: -
DENVER: 

At Grand Junction, Colora9: Conduct sufficient 
inveati.tlon to deteiiilne whether or not STULL ia identical 
with JAMES EARL RAY. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL PO~M NO. to 
MAY 1912 EDITloN 
GSA Fl'MR (41 CFR) 101-11.e 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (157-203) 

SA ELMER A. SAMSON 

( 

DATE: 5/24/6 8 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

l 

RE: DMV Check 

SA ROY I. MISCHKE on May 24, 1968, advised that 
during a check of Colorado driver's licenses at the Department 
of Motor Vehicles, Denver, Colorado, the following individual 
could not be eliminated through a fingerprint check inasmuch as 
the fingerprint on the driver's license application was smudged: 

FRANCIS SYLVESTER STULL, JR. 
528 White Avenue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 
Employed by Corder Distributing Company, South 7th 

Street, Grand Junction. 

This individual is described as white, born I 

5 '10" tall, 165 pounds, blue eyes, blond hair. He pr~e_v_i_o_u_s~I~y~ 
had a California driver's license which was issued in 1967. 

SA MISCHKE advised this individual can be eliminated 
by a comparison of the left index finger. 

The above information was furnished to SA RAY M. HICKMAN 
at 3:20 p.m., May 24, 1968. SA HICKMAN was then at Fruita, 
Colorado, but will be returning to Grand Junction today. 

LEAD: 

DENVER: 

At Grand Junction, Colorado: Conduct sufficient 
investigation to determine whether or not STULL is identical 
with JAMES EARL RAY. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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F81 DENVEH 

FBI 0KLA Cl TY 

·~ 5O3PM Ur~GEN T 5-?.4-.6~ rMl. 

'· T0 DI/i£CT0f; 44-38861 AND D£NVEf~ 157-203 

FR0M 0KLAH0MA CITY 44-686-

MU;?K IN 

,di: DENVEi-: TELS T0 DIRECT0d Mqy HJENfYTHUEE LAST• 

HE: EDGAf( EUGENE BHADLEY 

FILE~ 0KLAH0MA CITY 0FfICE ~EFLECT LHM SU8MlTTED T0 BUREAU 

JAi'~UA:1Y NINE LAST AND Jl\NU::'.\F~Y TEN. L,4ST UNDER CAPTI0N OU0TE 

ASSASSINATI0N 0F P,~ESIDENT .J0Hi\J FIT/GEiMLD KENNEDY., N0VEM8E:R 

Ti·;£NTYni0, NINETEE:N SIXTYTHi'.,;££, D~LLAS, TE){AS UNQU0TE vJHICH C0NTA1tt's 

INFIJ :~MATI0N nEG,~i-WING £DGAf, C:UGEN E f:3HADLEY' FUi~N I SHED 8¥ TULSA.-

0KLA• ATT0RNEY R0EHM l•iEST., AND C0PY 0F' NE:wSPAPE,-? CLIPPING PERTA1Nlf!14 

1'0 !3,-<ADLE:Y hHICH APPEA1<ED IN THE TULSA TfdBUNE 0N Jt\NUAi~Y NIN£ LAS.f~, 
. ' 

.l\B0VE C0MMUNICATI0NS REVEAL BKADLEY HAD i<ECENTLY SURRN~DERQ .' 

·ra L0S ANGES AUTH0~ITIES F0LL0wING A C0NSPIRACY CHARGE FILED BY 

NEW 0f<LE4NS DISTRICT ATT01mEY JIM GAf"<f-HS0N• NEl,,JSPAPE:R ARTICLE,;.,,,~~/. 

<EFLECTEO BRADLEY EMPL0YEO AS A PUBLIC l<El..ATI0NS MAN F'0R Dfh /~,._,. ' . 

-MC INTIKE AN EVANGELIST AND PPAR£NTLY RESIOJN.G' IN N0RTH 

CAL I F0J~NI A• 

El'JI) PAGE 0NE: 
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ATT0f?NEY WEST FURNISHED INF'0 0N JANUARY EIGHT LAST. HE HAO 

FEMALE CLIENT, ~vH0M HE f(EF'lJSED T0 IDENTIFY.,. WH0 RESIDES IN TULSA• 

WH0 HAO ~OVISED BHADLEY wAS IN TULSA F'0H Tlt:0\ DAYS P!~ECEEDING THE , , 

ASSASSINt\TI0N 0F' KEt\lNEDY• wEST'S CLIENl' HAO ADVISED THAT AF'TE.R 

tHE ii:ECENl AKREST 0F' 81~ADLE.Y HE HAD C0NTACTED HEf< ATTEMPTING T0 

HAVb: Hr:;~ SIGN AF'F'I DAVI 'f THAT H£ wAS IN TtJLSA AT TIME 0F' THE 

ASSSSINATI0N/ 

0KLAH0MA CITY C0NDUCTING· lNVESTIGATI0N T0 DETEi?MINE IF' BRADLEY 

v.AS IN TUL.S.t.\ 0N M,~y SEVEN'fEEN LAST AS REP0inED 8Y f<E)( HARDY 

ENO 

AI,:.'.MAIL C0PIES T0 MEMPHIS AND LITTLE ,rncK. 

A1<MED !\NO DANGE,<0US• 

C01,:l~ PAGE 0NE LIN~: F0URTEEN v,0i'W FIVE SH0ULD r~E:AO .l\PPt\RENTLY 

END 

SHH 

F"BI DENVEf< 
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FBI DENVER 

FBI 0KLA CITY 

503PM URGENT 5•24•68 F'MZ 

T0 DIRECT0R 44•38861 AND DENVER 157-203 

F'R0M 0KLAH0MA CITY 44-686-

MURKIN 

RE DENVER TELS T0 DIRECT0R MAY TWENTYTHREE LAST. 

RE: EDGAR EUGENE BRADLEY 

FILES 0KLAH0MA CITY 0F'FICE REFLECT LHM SUBMITTED T0 BUREAU 

JANUARY NINE LAST ANO JANUARY TEN LAST UNDER CAPTI0N QU0TE 

ASSASSINA7I0N 0F PRESIDENT J0HN FITZGERALD KENNEDY, N0VEMBER 

TWENTYTW0, NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE, DALLAS,. TEXAS UNQU0TE WHICH CflNTAINS. 

INF0RMATI0N REGARDING EDGAR EUGENE BRADLEY FURNISHED BY TULSA, 

0KLA• ATT0RNEY R0EHM WEST, AND C0PY 0F' NEWSPAPER CLIPPING PERTAINING 

10 BRADLEY WHICH APPEARED IN THE TULSA TRIBUNE 0N JANUARY _NINE LAST• 

AB0VE C0MMUNICATI0NS REVEAL BRADLEY HAD RECENTLY SURRNEQERED/ 

10 L0S ANGES AUTH0RITIES F0LL0WING A C0NSPIRACY CHARGE FILED BY 

NEW 0RLEANS DISTRICT ATT0RNEY JIM GARRIS0N. 

DID PAGE 0NE 

\ - ' 

\; 
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PAGE TW0 

ATT0RNEY WEST FURNISHED INF0 0N JANUARY EIGHT LAST HE HAD 

FEMALE CLIENT, WH0M HE REFUSED T0 IDENTIFY, WH0 RESIDES IN TULSA, 

WH0 HAD ADVISED BRADLEY WAS IN TULSA F0R TW0 DAYS PRECEEDING THE 

ASSASSINATI0N 0F KENNEDY• WEST'S CLIENT HAD ADVISED THAT AFTER 

THE RECENT ARREST 0F BRADLEY HE HAD C0NTACTED HER ATTEMPTING T0 

HAVE HER SIGN AFFIDAVIT THAT HE WAS IN TULSA AT TIME 0F THE 

ASSSSINATI0N/ 

0KLAH0MA CITY ·C0NDUCTING INVESTIGATI0N T0 O~TERMINE IF BRAD~EY 

WAS IN TULSA 0N MAY SEVENTEEN LAST AS REP0RTED BY REX HARDY 

BASINGER• 

~D 

AIRMAIL C0PIES T0 MEMPHIS ANO LITTLE R0CK. 

ARMED ANO DANGER0US• 

C0RR PAGE 0NE LINE F0URTEEN W0RD FIVE SH0ULD READ APPARENTLY 

SHH 

FBI DENVER 

' ' 
\ 
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~;;;;:-~~c~;~;ES Govl .... NMENT ( 

Memorandum 
TO SAC (1.57-203) DATE: 5/2:/ 68 

FROM SA CHARLIE E. GUNTER., Jr. 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Rememo 5/16/68. 
"' 

W~nted Flyers and CUY'rent photographs of JAMES E 11 RL RAY 
furnished to Police Department and Sheriff's Office, Casper, Wyo. 
on 5/17/68, with request th,,t they be displayed to witnesses in any 
major armed robbery during pe-r>iod 4/23/67 8nd 4/4/68. Photographs 
furnished to Asst. COP CON DALGARNO, 2.nd Undersheriff GEORGE BORDEN. 

On 5/20/68, Sheriff JAHES CALDWELL, 'converse Cotmty, and 
COP R03ERT AINSLIE, Douglas PD, advised the t they had no unsolved 
armed robberies during the pertinent pe'"'iod. 

On 5/22/68, Sheriff ;:IAROLD ROGERS and COP HENRY LBWIS, 
Lusk, Wyo• PD advised that they hud no unsolved armed robberies during 
the pert.Lnent per .cod. 

On .5/23/68, photo6raphs were exhibited to EILEEN McCARREL, 
Texaco Employees Casper Federal Credit Union, and she was unabJa to 
make an identific1:;tion. 

This 1.S the only unsolved BR or DB in territory assigned to 
this SA. 

SA MALONEY will submit memo regarding contacts in his 
territory in this matter. 

CEG:ceg 
<1> 

l 
5010-108-01 

1J-7,. ;i... o J -J-o 7 
SEARCHED _ _,NDD<ED ,,,. 
SERIALIZED-F1L£0 _ _,., 

MAY 2 t 1968 
fBI -PENYER · . 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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