
OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • 
Memorandum 

TO SAC, EL PASO (157-186) DATE: 4-23-68 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

SA FRANCIS J. PRASEK & SA WALLACE A. CROSSMON 

~KIN 

At approximately 8:00 AM 4-23-68 WESLEY E. SHAVER, Ass't. 
Chief Clerk, received a call from an individual who gave his. 
name a·s "PHILLIP WHITE". He stated that about a half an hour 
ago a man resembling ERIC STARVO GALT was in the Aztec Bar, 
500 South Stanton, El Paso. 

ROSA ONTEVEROS, Barmaid, Aztec Bar, advised that she was 
alone in the bar, that no customers had been in this morning, 
that no one used the pay telephone in the bar, and that she 
did not know anyone by the name of PHILIP WHITE. 

A copy of the I.O. relating to GALT was shown to her and 
she could not identify it as resembling anyone she knew. A copy 
was left with her to place under the bar in the event someone 
resembling GALT did come in. 

FJP: 
(1) 

L/ 

l Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan /~' 
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FBI EL PASO 

FBI PHOENIX 

1012AM UrtGENT 4-24-68 LEG 

TO EL PASO 

FROM PHOENIX (44-371) ClP) 

iURKIN 

• 

RE PHOENIX AND EL PASO PHONE CALLS, YESTERDAY• 

BY TELETYPE INSTANT DATE, SAN ANTONIO ADVISED THAT 

TEXAS DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, AUSTIN, TEXAS, FAILED TO 

REFLECT ANt RECORD OF TEXAS DRIVERS LICENSE BEING ISSUED 

To LON ,-. O),HU""~'L .ti• . •_v;r11 ~ • ___ ....., __ _ 
EL PASO CO>JDUCT CREDIT P.ND CE.I 1'11 NAL AND OTHEi-1 APPRO?RI A TE 

CHECKS TO IDENTIFY AND LOCATE LON R• HUMMEL AND ELIMINATE 

HIM .4S POSSIBLE !DENT WI'lH SUS?ECT JAMES EARL RAY. 

AR~ED AND DANGEROUS• 

FBI EL PASO 

r SEARCHED... .. •. ,,lNDEXE.0 ... ,.~ .••• ,. 
SERIALIZED .... ,~:§r.:flLEO. ....... , ... .._... .... . 

APR 241968 
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FBI BIRMGHAM 

FBI EL PASO 

1229PM URGENT 4-24-68 WPS 

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) AND MD1PHIS (44-1987> 

/R0,"1 EL PASO ( 1 57-186) -P­

MURKI N 

lP 

RE ME.MPHIS AIRTEL .A.PEIL NINETEEN LAST• 

LAUNDRY MARKINGS ON PILLOW CASE AND BED SHEET• 

RUSSELL NORTON, i"IANAGER, ODESSA LAUNDRY AND CLEANERS, ODESSA, 

TEXAS, ADV! SED ON APRIL Tv.1ENTYTHREE LAST, THAT HIS THEFJ'10 SEAL 

MAF.}< ING ,:v:~.CHI NE ONLY USED :\JUt':BERS, DID NOT USE LETTERS, AND, THERE­

FORE, COULD NOT H.4iJE MARKED PILLOW CASE AND BED SHEET IN QUESTION. 

NO OTHER THERMO SEAL MARKING MACHI~ES KNOWN TO BE LOCATED IN 

EL PASO DIVISION• 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

END 

LJD 

FBI BI lli"lGHAM 

To WA 12:24 PM, Initialed by BJP 
To ME 12-27 PM, Initialed by SAB 

SEARCHED~ 

SERIALIZED_c_Li. 

INDEXED,__._;..,.,--

FILED I 1/1 
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FD-36 (Rev. 10-29-63) • • 
FBI 

Date: 4/24/68 

Transmit the following in -------'P=-;LA=:-:-'I=NT~E--=::XT~------=--~--------; 
(Type in plain text or code) 

Via ___ T_E_LETY __ P_E __ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: DIBltJOR, FBI (44-38861) 
SACs, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

MEMPHIS (44JJ!8&) (P) 
/'117 

FROM: SAC, EL PASO (157-186) (P) 

lwRKIN 

RE MEMPHIS AIRTEL, APRIL NINETEEN, LAST. 

LAUNDRY MARKINGS ON PILLOW CASE AND BED SHEET 

RUSSELL NORTON, MANAGER, ODESSA LAUNDRY AND CLEANERS, 

ODESSA, TEXAS, ADVISED ON APRIL TWENTY-THREE, LAST THAT 

HIS ~ERMO SEAL MARKING MACHINE ONLY USED NUMBERS, DID NOT 

USE LETI'ERS, AND, THEREFORE, COULD NOT HAVE MARKED PILLOW 

CASE AND BED SHEET IN QUESTION. 

NO OTHER THERMO SEAL MARKING MACHINES KNOWN TO BE 

LOCATED IN EL PASO DIVISION. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

{j)- El Paso 

DJR/mep 
(1) 

~ 

I ti- : /J. t P. 11. 
I J_: !J. l eMc 

SEARCH ED--rJ:r 

SERIALIZED~ 

INDEXEDj 
FILED (/ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 

, L 0'11$~Ij :~ t > 

:- .. I~ , ~'"-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI EL PASO 

FBI DALLAS 

648 PM 

730PM URGENT 4-24-68 BJP 

TO ALL SACS - RELAY MESSAGE PLAN 

FROM DIRECTOR 44-38861 2P 

~ORKIN 

• 

CONTACTS SHOULD BE MAINTAINED WITH ALL MASS COi'1MUNICATIONS 

·-'-··· -~---" ---~~,.,--,....~>;,i<~~-~1.. 

SINCE YOU HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED THAT JAMES EARL 

RAY IS IDENTICAL WITH ERIC STAR.VO GALT AND YOU HAVE BEEN 

FUR.NI SHED IO'S AND \•;ANTED FLYERS ON RAY, YOU ARE TO BE 

CERTAIN THAT ALL APPROPRIATE STOPS HAVE BEEN RENEWED ON 

JAMES EARL RAY AND UNDER .l\LL OF HIS KNOhN ALIASES AS SET 

FORTH ON THE IO'S AND WANTED FLYERS• THIS IS TO INSURE THAT 

THE BUREAU WILL BE IMMEDIATELY NOTIFIED IF THE SUBJECT IS 

ARR.ES TED OR COMES TO THE ATTENTION OF AUTHOR.I TI ES WI TH WHOM 

STOPS PLACED• 

OFF! CES COVERING DEPARTURE OR ARRI VAL OF O ,-~~~,:, :~ 

~LI GHTs SHOULD HAVE RENEWED srops AND SUBJECT• s PHo:or,.fAfc\;; - _ · U'l 
SHOULD BE DISPLAYED ~ ---·· · j . _ Q · /(·. 
END PAGE ONE ,P ~ 
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... • • 
PAGE TWO 

ALL OFFICES SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION 

-TALL "HIPPIE" ROO:YiING HOUSES AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHi~ENTS TO 

OBTAIN ANY INFOR.Ml\TION WHATSOEVER CONCERNING HAY• 

APPRO?RI ATE LEC,ATS BEING ADV! SED SEPARATELY. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

END 

t1JT 

·· BI EL PASO 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 

~;;;;:-~~CF;;:;ES G.NMENT • Memorandum 
ALL AGENTS DATE: 4/24/68 

SAC, EL PASO (157-186) (P) 

MURKIN 

Noted that Butel dated 4/22/63, set out below, 
was read at an all Agents Conference on the morning of 
4/23/68: 

"You are reminded that all leB,ds in this case must 
be covered within 24 hours, and all leads must be set forth 
by telephone or teletype. All border offices covering 
entry into Mexico and Canada and exit therefrom should 
insure that approp~iate stops are maintained re subject 
and all names lcnown to be used by hira at respective offices 
of U. s. Immigration and Border Patrol. You should also 
insure that pre·vious stops placed with any facility sho'.lld 
include all names used by the subject." 

'~istribute'sufficient quanitites of Wanted 
Flyers and IO'S to narcotic investigative agencies 
(Custores Agency Service) in order that their informants 
may be contacted. You should contact all criminal 
informants and appropriate racial and security informants." 

Noted that this is the third tioe that the 
Bureau has instructed that criminal informants and 
appropriate racial and security informants be contacted 
in this matter. THIS LEAD SHOULD AGAIN BE COMPLIED WITH 
BY ALL AGZNTS. 

1 - SAC 
1 - ASAC 
:t - Each Agent 

/i - 157-186 I. 

'-1 - 66-lOSA 

DJR/mep 
(28) 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regttlarly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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• 
EP 157-186 

Burad dated 4/23/68, to all offices, contains 
the following information: 

Subject should be considered possible suspect in 
any unsolved bank robberies, burglaries or armed robberies 
(possible !TSP violations) occurring after 4/23/67. RAY 
should also be considered suspect in any future such 
violations and 3ureau advised telephonically of any 
tentative identification. 

Any pertinent leads developed during review of 
past violations should be expeditiously run out and Bureau 
advised. 

Subject's handwriting and handprinting not 
identified in bank robbery note file and his fingerprints 
are being searched against latents submitted in unsolved 
bank robbery and burglary violations. 

SUBJECT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARM}!;D AND DANGEROUS. 

-2-
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
MAY ~96? EOiTION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 10:•11.6 • 

UNITED ST ATES GO . ~ Nl\fENT • Me1norandum 
ALL AGENTS DATE: 4/24/63 

SAC, EL PASO (157-186) (P) 

MURKIN - COST DATA 

Memphis airtel to Albany dated 4/19/68, contained 
the following information: 

''Please furnish following infOrmat-ion on above 
matter compiled or estimated through 4/30/68, and thereafter 
submit cumulative totals through the end of each month 
until further notice: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

1 SAC 
1 - ASAC 

Number of man hours spent on case broken down 
as to regular hours, overtime hours, and total 
man hours by following employees (separate 
figures for each class of employees shown): 

A. Special Agents 

B. Clerical Employees 

Total mileage (estimated or actual) traveled by 
Bucars used on case. Include mileage for cars 
traveling to and from other field offices on 
special assignment and any personally-owned cars. 

Any unusual or out-of-ordinary costs, such as 
cost of chartering airplane, rental of special 
office space, leased telephone lines, etc. 
These should be itemized and cost of each item 
shown. 

1 - Each Agent 
(}_ 157-186 
1 - 66-103A 

DJR/mep 
(28) 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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EP 157-186 

4. 

• 

Peak number of Special Agents working on case 
during month for which report is submitted. 

You should promptly req,.1est all Bureau offices 
involved in this case to furnish information requested 
herein to you and it should be included in your report." 

Each office is requested to expeditiously furnish 
the Memphis Division with the above designated data within 
two work days afte:- the close of each m::>nth. Secondly, 
each office is also requested to advis~ the Memphis 
Division even in the event each category is zero or no 
work is performed on this case during the month. 

LEAD 

ALL AGENTS 

All Agents are req~ested to submit to SA REID 
by the close of business on 4/30/68, and the last day 
of succeeding months, the above-mentioned information 
in order that this information m2.y be relayed to the 
iieraphis Di vision within two work days after the close 
ol each month. 

ARMED AND DAi.'iGEROUS. 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 -UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

./ 

/" 
' /' 

• 
DATE: 4-24-68 

suBJEcT: V 1.rn:u~n 

i 
5010-108-01 

(UC ::;_:Ill'i!IS) 

The folJm•-ing ir.dividuals wer conti"'1CL'd 4-24-68 ard st;ited 
they have ro· record of -,~ y auto bei1:£: recovered in their 
respective ar2as which Fas stolen in Georgia aft~ r 4-1-68: 

:::iO 

FT. 0TLCLTu~,, T~X~~) (also covers Iraan, Sheffield a11d Inm2rial, Tex.: 
Jeputy Sheriff JHi. SCL.LIV"U, SO 
CCl' SLd-.LLY i[\., ,lSGi\, PD 

F(:\l'LIL, L~X\.S \also c::ivers J,1cl:aGey, Texas) 
Sheriff G.d L: iCLCLS, so 

~,1C:C_\~-J-~Y, T d~
1
~ \~) 

COP L.'u{L Ll CK.GR 

C,{ \r,:~, T _.X._~S 
5heriff 1-t_\Y ·./L~_\.TlG~i'(BY, ~)l1 

CC]' Jl,HnY L\l'nIS 

~HDL\~ D , T~X-'~~; 

,.,_,(f 

Gff icer SILL S l;U JLH G, i)ispa tclie r, PD 
(..hief ueputy Sheriff GlY FLLTC,.I'.::,Z, SC 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. tO 

MAY 1962 EDITION ~ 
GSA FPMR. (41 CFR) 101-tl.6 ,.. 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

.J;f emorandum 
-S"A,C. (J..S-7-lrt,) 

H- R. 'm~ s,. 
/ 

4J1.1Rk1A1 

• 
DATE; 

&ai.: f'~ .-f~ cf-a A.~. 

~ ,;)~,,/1;F ~ ,.-rv~-=~ ~ l.3o-0- &~ 

C<f-P 1 ?n~ c:f-~~~~I G?~ 
eo J GJ..,,_,,_ s-- Cf-~ ~ ~ k ;;ck,, 

~ ,-?"6- A ~ L~ ~;___ 
w~ ~O'L;f~ ~ ~~ 
l q t,,P. 

l 
5010-108-01 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 -MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
,_uC (157-186) DATE: 4/25/ 08 

On 4/15,23/68, l'Cl's Glynn 1£. N~l::;,.m and uenny 
Frank were furnished current wanted i lyers on t.i1e suspect 
in tnis case and instructed to Lm,..:diately advise in tlie 
event any inforraa1.,ion in t11is "1atter C,)J.tes to thetr attention • 

• (RF 
(3) 

1- 157-186 
1- 137-L23 
1-137-1361 

/~ - . - ----··u.-:., 
I 2:/\R.C:-lED. •\l'" .,~.,:>::_~'"""\:-~\ .. ~, ' .......... ! 

SERiJ\t llEfJ ........ / i-;L !T) ..... ,. .. , ... •( 

t2,, 2::. 1968 I 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll s~:~gs ~:~~':_'-_~_::~.:.'f(-
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 
5010-108-0f 

OPTlONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (4t CFR) !Ot-!1.6 -UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, EL PASO (157-186) DATE: 4/24/68 

SA JOHN R. MAURER 

MURKIN 

DANCING SCHOOLS 

There are no dancing schools in the part of 
the Midland Resident Agency covered by me. Therefore, 
no inquiries were made regarding this matter in my 
territory. 

JRM 
(1) 

SEARCHED ---··-··-··INDEXED .!-------· 

SERIALIZED ----~"-~.:: .. Fi LED·······-··-+··· 

APR 2 ''. 1968 ··-
, FBI-EL PASO 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 -MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, EL PASO (157-186) DATE: 4/24/68 

FROM SA RICHARD H. P lCKEN 

SUBJECT: ~;UHKIN 

l 
5010-108-01 

RE: DANCING SCHOOLS 

There are no dancing schools in the road trip 
territory covered by me. For this reason, no contacts 
were made by me in my road trip territory in regard to 
this matter. 

RHP 
(1) 

1 . 

SEARCHED --, .INDEXED _____ _ 
SERIALIZED ____ __: _____ fl LED ____ _ 

APR 2 -; 1968.. 
FBI-EL PASO\\ 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
•., ~ • MAY 1962 EDITION • ._ to,, GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : SAC, EL PA.SO (157-186) DATE: 4/25/68 

FROM : SA DAVID J. REID 

SUBJECT:/MURKIN 

Noted that copies of the attached memorandum dated 4/19/68, 
along with copies of the 1960, 1966 and 1968 photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY, were furnished to all Agents of the El 
Paso Office on the night of 4/22/68. In addition, all 
Agents were furnished a copy of the photograph of WALTER 
TERRY RIFE on 4/25/68. 

Noted that copies of the attached blind memorandum dated 
4/19/68 were also furnished to the following, along with 
Wanted Flyerson JAMES EARL HAY and photographs of \\7.1\LTER 
TERRY RIFE: 

1, 1 ~, Mr. Gerald O '~ONOR, In Charge, USINS, Santa Fe Bridge, El 
Paso, on 4/23/68 by SA PRASEK (10- blind memo; 8- Wanted Flyer; 
4- photos of RIFE) 

V • •✓ Capt. LLOYD PETEHSON, EPPD, on 4/23/68 by SA NAGEL (14- blind 
memo; 15- Wanted Flyers; 3- photo of RIFE) 

vCapt. DON WHITLEY, EPCSO, on 4/23/68 by SA NAGEL (3- blind memo; 
8- Wanted Flyer; 1- photo of RIFE) 

vActing SAIC JACK SALTER, Customs Agency Service, El Paso (6-
blind memo; 10- Wanted Flyer; 2- photo of RIFE)(SA PRASEK-4/23/68) 

✓' s>'HERMAN MOORE, Chief Patrol Inspector, El Paso Sector, U.S. 
Border Patrol, El Paso, by SA DUNNAM on 4/23/68 (4- blind memo; 
10- Wanted Flyer; 1- photo of RIFE) 

r v~•'GLYNN BYRD, Dispatcher, Texas DPS, El Paso, by SA PICKEN on 
4/23/68, who put out an "all points, all officers, all stations 
bulletin on Ray (7- blind memo; 15- \vanted Flyer; 3- photo of RIFE) 

v'H)MAS B. WHITE, Sunland Racetrack, by SA BOYCE on 4/23/68 (WF) 
', ' v JOHN CASEBOLT, US INS, Presidio, by SA PICKEN by mail on 4/23/68 

(1 cppy each of blind memo, Wanted Flyer and Photo of RIFE) 
~AChief o. D. STEVENS, Chief Patrol Inspector, Marfa Sector, 

U.S. Border Patrol, Marfa, by SA PICKEN by mail on 4/23/68 

l 
5010-108-01 

( 2- blind memo; 5- Wanted Flyer; 2- photo of RIFE) / -~"'·) · , ; ~// 7 
DJR 
(1) 

SEARCHED -f!DEXED _ 
SERIALIZED -~.FILED. J_ · 

FBI-EL PASO 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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SA ELLISON was given 10 copies of the blind memo, 20 copies 
of the Spanish language Wanted Flyer on JAMES EARL RAY and 
5 copies of the photograph of WALTER TERRY RIFE on 4/23/68 
for delivery to all appropriate agencies in Juarez, including 
Mexican Immigration and all police agencies, where stops 
should be logically placed regarding subject KAY. 

In addition, 20 copies of the blind memo, 40 copies of the 
Wanted Flyer and 3 copies of the photo of WALTER TERRY RIFE 
were mailed to the Midland Resident Agency on the night of 
4/22/68 for delivery to Regional Headquarters of DPS in 
Midland and to other appropriate police agenc;i:es i11 the 
Midland Resident Agency. 

On the afternoon of 4/19/68, copies of the 4/19/68 press 
rele~se (Serial 77) were delivered to the El Paso newspapers, 
radio and tv stations. SA PARSEK prepared a memo (Serial 79) 
regarding deliveries made by him. In addition, the following 
deliveries were made: 

El Paso Times and El Paso Herald Post, by SA DAILEY 
KTSM Radio and TV, KROD Radio and TV ~ECDICi: 
:f~, by SAs DUNNAM and CROSSMON 
KHEY Radio, KINT hadio and KSET Radio by SA FOLTZ 

In addition, copies of the above-mentioned id±mt press release 
dated 4/19/68, along with a copy of the photograph of JAMES 
EARL HAY, taken in 1968, were mailed on the night of 4/19/68 
to the 21 newspapers on the mailing list of the ~l Paso Office 
located in the El Paso Division. 

Noted that the IOs and Wanted Flyers on JAMES EARL ltAY were 
mailed by the Night Clerk (PETE MUNOZ) to the appropriate 
agencies on the mailing list on 4/23/68. 

Noted that extra copies of the Wanted Flyer on ElUC STARVO 
GALT, WF 442, were delivered on the morning of 4/19/68 to 
the various police agencies in El Paso and Juarez, including 
the Mexican and United States Immigration authorities. Extra 
copies were mailed to the 1•1idland HA for distribution to 
appropriate agencies. This Wanted Flyer, #442, was mailed 
by the ~ight Clerk to the appropriate agencies on the mailing 
list on 4/20/68. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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,. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

APRIL 19, 1968 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RAMSEY CLARK ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT THE 

FBI HAS IDE:ti"TIFIED JAMES EARL RAY, AN ESCAPEE FROM THE MISSOURI 

STATE PENITENTIARY, AS ERIC STARVO GALT, AGAINST WHOM A FEDERAL 

COMPLAINT WAS FILED LAST WEDNESDAY IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

FATAL SHOOTING OF THE REVEREND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVEE SAID THAT A. SYSTE''1ATIC Ai\lD 

EXHAUSTIVE SEA~CH OF LATE~T FING~RP2INTS UNCOVERED I~ THE D2 ■ KING 

CASE AGAINST THE FINGE2?~INTS OF THE OVE~ 53,000 PERSONS FROM ~HO~ 

"tv.4NTED NOTICES" E.Av<E BEEi-.J POSTED IN THE FILES O? THE FBI"S IDE(,!T-

IFICA.TIO,-.J DIVISIO·>J LED TO THE DETE1LvJH~-~TIO"J THAT GALT fl.ND R~Y 

ARE I DENT! CAL• 

MR ■ HOOVE~ SAID THAT R~Y, WHO IS 40 YEARS OF AGE, ~AS 

REPOS.TED i1I SSDiG F20·•i THE .1iI SSOU:d STATE PEN! TEl,JTIA?.Y AT JEFFERSO:-J 

CITY, MISSOU~I, S!~CE APRIL 23, 1967• HE HAD BEEN RECEIVED AT THAT 

INSTITUfIO~ ON MA2CH 17, 1960, TO SERVE A 20-YEAR SENTENCE 

FOLLOWING CO~VICTION I~ ST ■ LOJIS FO~ AR/2ED 203BEKY AND FOR 

OPERATING A XOTO~ VE~ICLE kIT~OUT PEq~ISSIO~ OF THE O~NER ■ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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IN SEPTE~BE~, 1966, tHILE SERVING THIS SENTENCE, HE WAS 

CO!-JFIN~V FOK A TI::-1E iN THE :'f;AXIMUYi SE:CU.~ITY.:" \•:·ARD AT THE STA.TE HOSPI TlH, 

AT FULTON, MISSO~RI ■ 

ACCO~DING TO MR ■ HOOVER, RAY HAS A KNO~~ ARREST RECORD 

DATi NG B?\CK TO 191.:.9 ■ PEI Oil TO THE 19 60 CO:-<?i/I CTI ON FO~ ~iHI CH HE 

REC EI VEG THE 20-YEAR 7ERM, ?...4Y HAD BEEN COb:Vi CTED Of BU2GLARY I[, 

LOS A;~GELES, CALIF'OR.NI.l'\., Ii-J 1949; 1'.\R1'•!ED ROBBERY DJ CHICAGO, 

ILLINOIS .• IN 1952; ,6.'.'jD FOilCit-.JG UNIT.E!J STATES POS'fAL l10NEY ORDE:1.S 

I~ MISSOURI IN_1955 ■ 

HE HAS SERVED r=1~s IN THE LOS A~GELE5 COUNTY J~IL I~ 

1949: IN STATE P~ISONS AT JOLIET A~D FO~T[~C, ILLINOIS, IN 1952-541 

.AND IN THE FEDE:i=<:.D,L .PFc\'ITE'NTIA~Y AT LEAVENt;0?.TH, i<A'.'JSAS, PJ 1955-53 ■ 

RAY hA..S A~ E::,JLI S'fr':D ;,:,;~ HJ THE U:.i;:d TED STATES A:::-1y F::02·1 

FEBR~A2Y, 19~6~ 10 DECEMBER, 1948, AT ½HI~~ TI~E HE tAS GIVE~ A 

GENERAL DI SCl-tA:-:SE DuE TO H,Z?Ti-JESS AND i..4.GE( OF P.l)Ai-'TABI LI T'f FOf"t 

MILITARY SERVICE ■ 'i}HILE IN THE ~.sx,;y, :-1E ;DECEIVED A Ti-i:REE-:,10N1H 

SENTENCE AT HA.EW LA?OR: FOR BEL\JG DR:Jl'~K .40iD BRE.AKI NG A:mEST • 

MR• HOOVE~ SAIJ 7HAT DU~ING 81S £]I~I~AL GAREE~, RAY 

HF~RO~ AND JA~ES O'CON~ER• HE IS A UHITE 0ALEJ CLAIMS 10 HAVE 
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PA.GE FOUR 

BEEN BOHN ~ IN ILLI~OISJ IS APPROXI~ATELY 5 FEET 
L__ _____ ~ 

10 INCHES TALL A~D ½EIGHS ASOJT 163 10 174 ?OUNDS• HF HAS BLUE 

EYES AND BROtN HAIR• THERE IS A SMALL SCAR ON THE CENTER OF 

HIS FOREHEAD AND A SCAR JN THE PALM OF HIS RIGHT riAND. 

RAY HAS CL.~PED T:iAT HE l~TTEi-JDED SCHOOL 'I'HROiJGH THE 

10TH G~ADE IN AL10~, ILL!NCIS• HE HAS HAD THE REPUTATIO~ OF 

BEING A "D3.I FTt:--: .. ~" SINCE LS~VI NG SCHOOL• HIS VO CATI 0~,JAC EL::>EF.-

IN CO~NEC1ION ~I~H HIS ESCAPE FROM THE XISSOURI STATE 

PENITENTIARY? A~ FBI CO~PL~IN1 ~AS FILED IN JEFFERSON CITY, 

MISSOiJl=:.I, O>i ,JULY 20, 1967, CH.il.RGHJG l~AY \..ITH U:-iL?'.'i·.FULLY FLEEit\JG 

FROM THE SlATE OF ½ISSOU2I TO AVOID CO~FINEAE~T• HE HAS BEEN A 

FFDERAL FUGITIVi SINCE TEEN• 

JAMES EARL RAY AND WALTER TERRY RIFE ON HARCH 

7, 1955, BURGLARIZED THE U.S. POST OFFICE AT KELLERVILLE, 

ILLINOIS, AND STOLE 66 BLANK U.S. POSTAL MONEY ORDERS WHICH 

THEY PASSED DURING MARCH, 1955, IN NUMEROUS S'fATES, WITH 

THE RESULT THAT B01'H WERE SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT, 

KANSAS CITY, HISSOURI, ON JULY l, 1955, TO THE U.S. PENITENTIARY, 

LEAVENWORTH, KAi.'1SAS. SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS 

A Il)NER Am) RIFE APPARENTLY rs ONE OF HIS FEW CLOSE 

ASSOCIATES. 
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THE FOLLOWING IS A DESCRIP'l'ION OF JAM.ES EARL 
RAY UNDER FBI NO. 306443A: 

Names used 

Race 
Sex 
Date of birth 

Height 
Weight 
Complexion 
Eyes 
Hair 
Build 
Occupations 
Scars & Marks 

Addresses 

4 

JAMES EARL RAY 
EARL JAMES RAY 
W. C. HERRON 
EARL JM,fES 
JAMES MC BRIDE 
JAMES O'CONNOR 
JAMES WALTON 
JAMES WALYON 
JIM 
ERIC STARVO GALT 
HARVEY LOW.MYER 
JOHN WILLARD 
White 
Male 

L__ __________ ~ at 
Decatur, Quincy, or Alton, 
Illinois 
5'10" (approximately) 
174 pounds (in September, 1966) 
Ruddy 
Blue 
Brown 
Medium 
Laborer and baker 
Small s~ar on center of 
forehead and scar in palm 
of right hand. 
St. Louis, Missouri, March, 
1960, 2015 Park, St. Louis, 
Missouri, October, 1955; 
Quincy, Illinois, July, 1955, 
March, 1955, and April, 1950; 
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Fingerprint 
Classification 
National Crime 
Information Center 
Fingerprint 
Classification 
Military record 

• 
Hotel Q,iincy, Quincy, Illinois, 
March, 1955; 853 West Fullerton, 
Chicago, Illinois, May, 1952; 
805 Alby Street, Alton, Illinois, 
July, 1951 
16 M 9 U 000 12 Ref 9 

M 4 W IOI 12 

161311001212II12II17 

JAMES EARL RAY, serial number 
16163129, enlisted in the 
United States Army February, 
1946, at East St. Louis, 
Illinois, and served on 
active duty until December, 
23, 1948, at which time he 
was given a general discharge 
as Private First Class at 
Camp Kilmer, New Jersey. 

The following is a description of WALTER TERRY 
RIFE, FBI number 4548766, as obtained from files of 
U.S. Penitentiary, Leavenworth: 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Date of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 

White 
.Male 
44 

5'9½" 
161 
Brown 
Blue gray 

SUBJECT RAY HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF ROBBERY WITH A DEADLY 

WEAPON, HAS BEEN CONFINED IN A STATE HOSPITAL, FULTON, MISSO'URI, 

IN 1966, AJ.'ID SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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FBI#: 405✓ G 

JAMES EAL. 
JAMES E. RAY 

::j ( JAMES 'RAY_____ t c 

JAHES~ BRICE 

JAMES/,~YON 

/ 
W. c.zON 

JA~IES 0 1 CONNER 

v{iM 
JAMES ~\LTON .• 

ERIC STARVO ~ 
HARVEY~MYER 

JOHN✓iLLARD 

• • 

.... 
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· UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF.JltiTJt:E 
. .EDERAL BUREAU Or INVESTlGATI 4-23-68 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 
307 HJC 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND NUMBER FINGERPRINTS 

my James Earl Ray 
#16 163 129 

eriff's Office James Earl Ray 
s Angeles, #B-119908 
lifornia 

lice Department James Earl Ray 
s Angeles, #139648 
lifornia 

eriff's Office James E. Ray 
dar Rapids, Iowa #5937 

lice Department J::r1es Earl P.:1y 
ton, Illinois ,n51,1 

. 

ARRESTED OR 
CHARGE RECEIVED 

February 
19, 1946 

October suspicion of 
11, 1949 burglary 

October suspicion 
11, 1949 459 Penal Cede 

(burglary) 

April 18, vagrancy 
1950 

July 23 1 

1S5l 
no op2rator's 
1;,.-,,:-,nc..:-·, - no 

no City L.'..cense 

DISPOSITION 

8 months Cou:· _L., 

Jail suspenc. .. , 
2 years 
probation 
served; first 
90 days Count__,, 
Jaj_l; 146 
Di;;cembr.ir 30, 
1949 Csl2943S 

relc;,_sed to ; 
12.. te~r 

Police Department 
Chicago, Illinois 

Janes Ray 
#D90696 

May 6, 
1952 

robbm·y (Gun) Grand Jury 
:;;3000 

Cook County Jail 
Chicago, Illinois 

.James Ray 
41311G5 

State Penitentiary James E. Ray 
Joliet, Illinois F32419 

J::-L~~~s E. 
-::1~11:~1 

R:1.y 

~;!ay 9, 
1952 

robbery 

June 13, robbery 
1952 

~j .- ~ ::; 7' 
1 ,-: .-1 

.c.., 

June 13, 195'_ 
sent~nccd to 
pe:r.itcntiary 
1 to 2 years 

1 to 2 years 

J. t ;_~I 2 :: ea J . ., ::~ 

'··-~=-:·c{l l?., 1 

{. ~ __ . C~: ~::,:_; ~>:~~ 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingcrprir.rs in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads os 
being possibly ider.tical with subject of this record. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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U~D ST ATES . DEPARTM:ENT OF JM.?Tl~:E 
WfEDERAL BUREAU Or INVEST!GAT1(9 4-23-68 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 
307 IIJC 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

Sh 
Ed 
II 

Po 
Ha 
Mi 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FiNGERPRINTS 

eriff's Office 
wardsville, 
linois 

lice Department 
nnibal, 
ssouri 

State Highway 
Patrol 
Macon, Missouri 

United States 
Marshal 
Kansas City, 
Missouri 

Sheriff's Office 

united States 
Penitentiary 
Leavenworth, 
KanS?.S 

-~-----"'I , ... t ~ ,,-,.,,,~~ 
,_ 1. 

NAME AND NUMBER 

James Earl Ray 
#2640 

James E. Ray 
#40714 

James Earl Ray' 
#B-3376 

James Earl Ray 
#12018 

Ja:-:1es E'.1.rl Ray 
#72498-L 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

August 
30, ~954 

March 23, 
1955 

CHARGE 

burglary and 
larceny 

. 
investigation 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office 

March 23, cashing stolen 
1955 postal money 

orders 

March 28, forgery United 
1955 States Postal 

Money Order 

~'.~~ ·_·ch 
l ~;)5 

2 0 
'-'1 

July 7, 
1955 ( 

/ 

;"\ 1 ~-:1 :: . . --, 
~ ~ ....... •. . ,, 

[/ 

}..,o_rgcY:,:" -
(;()"?~";~~~~,· :.--~'.":.. t 

Post Office 
La'-':s 
Forge 
Orc!e~s 

Money 

I 

I 

DISPOSITION 

released to 
Postal Inspec t,y· 
Kansas City, 
Missouri 
March 24, 1955 

pentenced to 
15 months 
icustody of 
~ttorncy G~n0r·, 

~uly 7, 
0 ye:1.rs and 

3 .years and c 
;;on ths :fay 2C: 1 

1958 condi ti0:·: 
rele?.se ~,In1•cL 
, n :;.9 "l~ ··i·-1"'' ~1. 'JV ' 11 e, .. .,\. .,:,,.LL 1. 

A.pri l 5, lSSS 
conditional 
release on c: 
of Post Off ic '. 
forgery Post 
Df f ice ?..Toney 
r')1 .. c~e1~s 

Notations indicated by • are NOT based on f1ng..::rprints in fcl fllas but are listed on!y as inve:;tigctive leads os 
being possibly identical with subjact of this record. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Dir;ctor 
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