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UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 
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SUBJECT: 

Dates of Contact ,-½ I/ 9 / j ~ 
I' ,; , / 

Tio/~~ File .,,tts ~on 'which o6ntacted 

V /lf_r,,,_ -/2c--rv 

I [g'Inforrnant certified thi:it he ha_s I Rating 
furnished all informat10n obtained 
by him since last contact. 
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DATE: 
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FD-36 (He,. 10-29-63) 

• FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in _________ _ 
(Type i,,. plain text or cod~ i 

Via ___ A_I_R_T_E_L ___ _ 
(Priorityi I 

-------------------------------------------------L-------

✓ 

TO: 

FROM: Sl.C, EL PASO (157-186) {P) 

MURY.IN 

00: ME 

Re NO airte 1 to ME 5/7 /68 and ?.IO airtel to EP 
5/13/68 .. 

P.E: GUESTS REGISTERED AT PROVINCIAL MOTEL 
1024 CHARTRES STREET, NEW ORLEANS, 
LOUISIANA, DZCE~iBER 17-19, 1967 ✓"'·/ 

On 5/16/68 Capt. and Mrs o HENRY J. ~"R.RILL 
2500 Nations Avanue, El Paso, advise .... at they s ay:3d 
at the Provincial Mote 1 in New OrJ.e2-..ns in December, 
1967, but did not recall seeing anyone who resembled 
subject JM,iES EARL RAY. 

Report follows. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

2 Memphis 
;,!, New Orleans {157-10673) (Info~) 
// I U El Paso ,,, 

I).!R :CLB -' l-',,.--
( 4) i>Y 

~ 

\\ j 
Approve.i: ~\}"-'-J =--------

j 

Special Agent in Charge 
S<:?r:t _____ M Per ______ _ 

,· 
' ;r 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



, 
I 

- • 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

I • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

· DREW PEARSON AND JACK ~E~SON ~ 

W a·§hiugton Merry-Go-Round 
WASHINGTON-The FBI's failure to apprehend the assassin 

of Dr. Martin Luther King has led to reports that J. Edgar 
HoQver is. not interested in catching the murderer. The reports 

· ar& based partly on the fact that Hoover and King were not on 
good terms. Hoover having publicly !branded King as "the most 

·-notorious Har in die world." 
We have checked into the 

operations of the FBI in this~ 
respect and are convinced that 
it is conducting perhaps the 
most painstaking, exhaustive 

i man. hunt ever before under­
. taken in the United States. Its I G-men have Che Ck e d every 
, bar ever patronized by James 
i Earl Ray, every flophouse he 

ever stopped at, every cantina 
in Mexico he ever visited. It 
has. c o 1 1 e c t e d an amazing 
array of evidence, all linking 
Ray with the murder. 
· That he has not been found 

may be due, first to the possi­
bility that he h i m s e I f was 
murdered by those who hired 
him to kill King; or, seco(, 
tllat he is h i d i n g tn so e 
remote Mexican village. 

If he has money-and app r­
en\ly he had-Ray might . 
able to live in a distant part of 
Mexico indefinitely. The Mexi­
co City police are efficient and 
cooperative, but police in_ the 
remote areas are not. In some 
v i 11 a g e s few Mexicans can 
read or write, and radio news 
of the outside world does not 
penetrate. 

DETECTIVE STORY CRIMINAL 
What .the fBI ·• has estab­

lished · about King's ~ss~ssin 
was that he was. a professional 

_!9!ler- woo-had studi!ld the &us-
- pense ~riting of Ian Fleming 

and Ayn, Rand. His pseudo­
nym, Eric Starvo Galt, for 
instance, was taken from both 
authors. 

Yet, while a student of 
crime he wa5 ... al~ a bungler. 
For he left behind the murder 
rifle with his fingerprints on it 
and, wrapped around the rifle 
a bedspread which contained 
strands of his hair. He also 
left behind a blue zipper bag 
containing a brush with hair 
matching those on the bed­
spread. 

All the evidence I have 
. il,leen able to gather iiits to 
the probability that ay was 
h i red to kill Dr. ·ng. He 
broke out of the issouri 
State Penitentiary on April 23, 
1967, after boasting to fellow 
prisoners that he intended to 
make a big "score" on the 
outside. He remarked to one 
inmate that he might try to 
collect a rumored· $1 million 
b o u n t y that supposedly had 
been offered by a "business­
men's group" for the death of 
Dr. King. 

Four months later, on Aug. 
30, 1967, he o p e .n e d a safe 
deposit box in the Birmingham 
Trust National Bank and sud­
dently began passing out crisp 
$20 bills like a big spender. He 
paid $499 for dancing instruc­
tion, then quit after only a few 
I es s on s. He spent $39$ for 
m1·1-order photographic equip­
me t that he didn't know how 
to erate. 

white M u s t a n g cost 
$1, , which he paid iil cash, 
He drove it from Mexico to 

Montreal, from Los Angeles to 
New Orleans. • 

! Ocl iona1y he slipped $20 to 
bar rls and prostitutes. 'In 
Mexic he lived with a prosti­
tute i small towns like J ahs­
co and Puerto Vallarta where 
•Pr i c e s were cheap. In Los 
Angeles, he advertised in the 
hippie n e w s p a p e r that he 
would like to meet "a passion­
ate married woman." 

All told, Ray spent an esti­
m a t e d $10,000 iil seven 
months. Yet he never held a 
job, and committed no crimes 
following his escape from the 
Missouri penitentiary that the 
FBI has discovered. Previous­
ly he had been involved in a 
fong list of filling station and 
other roberies. 

, But after his e s c a p e he 
. became a loner, in some re­

spects became another Lee 
· Harvey Oswald. Meanwhile; 

he sought to establish a new 
identHy as Eric Starvo Galt. 

CAREFUL PLANS 
It seems likely that Ray 

planned the murder of Dr. 
~ing · fer several months. He 
finall~ purchased the Rem~·_ 
ton rifle in Birmingham . n 
March 30, then moved to a 
boardirlg house in Atlanta. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

4A EL PASO TUES 
EL PASO, TEXAS 

Date: 

Edition: 

5/16/68 
MORNING 

Author: 

Edi tor: W • J • HOOTEN 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: EL mso 
0 Being Investigated 
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-.bis room;c-------~ 
of Atlanta ---~ 
circled. ·. , ~-.i D ~·. J; t '. 7', . 

' They wW !lll!llttlrifk~\..Jgi-. 
dence, his ~ at the 
Southern Quiluu;M!Jdenrhip 
Conference, Ray's boarding 
house and the spot where he 
a b a n d o n e d his Mustang 
after the murder. In the middle 
of the map was also a clear 
thumbprint from Ray's right 
thumb. 

, Evidently, Ray changed his 
· mind about waylaying King in 
Atlanta and followed him to 
Memphis instead. After all the 
elaborate planning an d the 
careful creation of a new iden­
tity, Ray left behind in· Mem- • 
phis the murder rifle, binocu­
lars and a bag full of toilet 
articles. 

If white extremists put up 
the blood money it was proba• 
bly not the Ku· Klux Klan or 
the Minute Men, for they are 
an impatient lot who would not 
have waited for s e v e r a I 
months for Ray to get results. 

Black extremists .have also 
not been ruled out. They might 
have sought to get rid of King 
in order to remove the prophet 
of nonviolence. 

Note: Ray was the product 
of a broken home. He was the 
eldest of eight children. His 
father deserted Ray's mother, 
and various people adopted the 
c h i 1 d r e n. When the FBI 
approached the father, they 
discovered that the elder Ray 
had not seen his son for 17 
years. "I ~atd ""the last one 
he would come to for help,•• 

1 the father said.;_ : 

• 
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TO 

FROM 

l 
5010-108-01 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101·11.6 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT • 
Memorandum 

DATE: 5-20-68 

Ite buradiogram dated 5-14-68. 

Capt. /.\YI\-G GlJEU~, PD, Hid lar.d, Texas advised 5-17-68 the re 
are no uLs ol ved bar:k ro , .,erie s ir. tLis area. :re w s re cues ted 
to disnlay nhotor-ranh of c{'iY to witresses in any other unsolved 
roL)beries ar,d ir,dicat,;d he w,,uld do so. 

CuP STXtLSY IL\-(,I:;C,J'., .?t. Stockton, Tex advi ed they have no 
unsolv d bank ro.<,eries. Le WclS rer:uest.:d to sho,: -rLotor_,-ra,,,h 
of ~.\Y to ·Fi tresses iL a: y other m•solved robberies c:u d im1 :edia­
tely advise t}1is office if any pertineEt info is c.eveloped. 

I' o ; r:solved bar;k robberies in ,'itanton, l~ankin, Crane or 
McCamey, Texas. l'olice ~•epts ar:d SC in those :K:i:X:i::Kx to-vns are 
are well a~-1are of U,.Y through nrevious ir ,uiric s in this matter. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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1-221 {Rev. 8-20-63) • 
TO: SAC, EL PASO 

/ 
~/ MURKIN 

L 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20537 

7 

J 

• 

D Attached furnished in reply to your inquiry. 
~ Attached furnished in compliance with request from SAC, Knoxville 
D Only record available attached. 
D This matter is receiving attention and you will be advised at an early date. 
D Supplementing FBI Laboratory report dated 
D Records FBI # 

Date 5-18-68 

Your inquiry 

SAC, Knoxville 
teletype 5-18-68 

are furnished since there is a possibility that one may pertain to the subject in whom you are interested. 
D Fingerprint files fail to disclose 
D Confirming FBI wire of 
D A wanted notice has not been placed as subject appears to be in custody. 
D When you no longer desire your notice maintained, please advise. 
D If you determine subject to be in custody, please advise so that your notice may be ca·nceled. 
D Subject of your inquiry searched in name indices only. Enclosed record(s) possibly identical. If identical, 

resubmit request and wanted (or flash) notice will be placed. 
D If it is determined that the subject of this record is not the individual in whom you are interested, please advise. 
D Your communication is returned. 

D 

~ Enc. 2 
D Copy to: 
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FD-280 (Rev. 8-28-58) • • 
DECODED COPY 

@ Radio CJ Teletype 

URGENT 5/21/68 

TO ALL FIELD DIVISIONS 

FROM ~.f RECTOR 

/4uRKIN. 

INASMUCH AS RAY IS KNOWN TO STAY AT "FLOPHOUSES" AND LOWER 

CLASS ROOMING HOUSES, ALL OFFICES WILL FURNISH COPY OF IDENTIFICATION 

ORDER REGARDING RAY TO SALVATION ARMY AND OTHER CHARITABLE TYPE 

MISSIONS. 

ALL OFFICES COVERING STATE CAPITALS, IF NOT ALREADY DONE, 

WILL AT DRIVERS LICENSE BUREAUS CHECK All DRIVERS LICENSE 

APPLICATIONS FOR MONTHS OF APRIL AND MAY, 1968, CONCERNING All 

MALE CAUCASIANS OVER THIRTY YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER FIFTYFIVE YEARS, 

IN VIEW OF FACT IT IS POSSIBLE SUBJECT SECURED DRIVERS LICENSE 

USING ANOTHER NAME OTHER THAN ALIASES KNOWN. AS RESULT OF REVIEWING 

THESE APPLICATIONS, YOU SHOULD CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION 

TO DETERMINE IF ANY SUCH INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL WITH SUBJECT. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

ACA 

TOR 3:16 PM ......................... ''.EROX 
COPY(S) MADE 

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems, 
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TO: 

:.,. · 20 , 1968 

·p~IlrJ.'EXT .· . 

. ··uaGE}fT 

· D11BCma .. · ('4-3fia~1):, ·.noxyt'WA .(44-&9&>. ~ 

IIBJIPHI8. (44-1987)·, .LOB •AN-8 . ("4•1&74) . 
-, ' .-. - '- . . ~ . .•· .· . . ,f'~ ;. - - . . 

· ... . FROJI: . LOUISV:ILLB· >,('4•947) 

..• ~·· ·., 

_'.;'·.~ ,-

. Q·IIDPIIIS TBt ... TO. DtUCTOa· IIAY·J:IGBTJS.U, us:r· AND. LOtt1sv1u., ·•· · 
_:11J, :~o 118lD>B1e·•1-,~•1••· uST.. . . · · 
·- ; ox. INSTANT.· •ir•, c.;. -... BA1llI, ltJt,,-,. GRBYHQllNJ> s111f · : 

;"'•i'f-':"·_·: .,.~ •• ,- . > __ ·':,/.··. ~::._ • ---~ • ; ·, • ••• • ••• ·:; ·<.:.. :·. ._--: _;, . , 

· .8TATIG11.,_UlllNGT~~-~n, •ADVISED T1~·No.··ou·mm · ·•o ~ao ~~ -~1GIIT- .. ~Q-··_,·::,.'l'f9. ~~:-,01!,,~p, ... :~'l'BD.- APtuL.:: • 

,r:~: ::.::~:w--=a!r3?~~:.::z· 
':BY lUGUSTA NICB~/Dii·-~·NO. TJfflBi, IQUJJVILLB, • TENJmSSBB.• ,,_ ·.NOJIUa 

. -·:·uNB;-:k~~ ~AB~ ls -.A PB~NTBI> NUIBBlt:, ~- ~ .... ~-: OF· ~mr~-- ·· · 
·_ .. · .. APPBA& ·To ·eB CARB,ON NlDIBGS.·· ·T1caT •1.s·u•·•PaILSffiN,· ).Aft •.. ·· 
,·. <' •... , ; .. · ·.' · .. · ... ··. . . ' .. · .... _.: ... ·· .. ·•·ft . . ·,.... . . . ·, 

PASSINGEB LVT POXfILLI AT JUGBT !i'IF:TQN/ON A,UL .SBVBN, i;lST·. ~,- .~~» )11mrvj,~; .. ·•AT 'l'WBL~ TWBNri'<ina .• ~-~.:: ,~.x~ 
. ·. BIGHT, UST •. · BUS DBI.,.B WAS JBSSB G. 

-•~ ~l< Paso. (All ; Bnc •.. l) 
··us '"~1 <•)· JJUhpab 
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KROX'fILii&, INTDVI.- AtJO~A NICHOI,B,. <BTlIN DESCRIPrXOB . 

''. °' POaeliASBR <Dr. TICDT-, 1JHOW PHOTOGBlPHS .• 

~, . .. --~IS, llr!E~VIBW __ B~II D~rillB, ~TA·tit. J)E~RIPrlC>lf :OF 

-~.ts' ADVISE \LOUJSVIIU OF DIBPOSITIOB »1s1w ·o:r . , ·•· . '-"' ... 

:*,:cmrr. \ . 
·. Ai:a_-•xt ·co~ .. s._°':•NT··'tO··m, PAS0 1WITf!cqM' OF· 

. ·. ··. ~'.Q~ILIB. TBL -TO.:tlfDIW.POLIS,. MAY; EIGlrl'Dl{~ LAST •. 

AllllBD MW'.,»'AN.GBaon. 1> 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1M2 EDITION 

- G$A f.!MR (41 CFR) 101-11.a • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, Albany DATE: May 20, 1968 

~oM : Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: ✓MURKIN 

l 
5010-108 

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED 

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is 
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news 
sources, in a discreet and tactful manner, of the existence of sub­
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. This money 
now totals at least $100,000. The FBI should not, however, be 
publicized as the source of this reminder. 

While the Bureau's continuing policy is to encourage 
the public to furnish information to law enforcement authorities as 
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward, 
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to 
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the 
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly 
prove of value in the solution of this major investigation. 

1 - Copies to all Special Agents in Charge and Legats 

....... / ............. .XEROX / / / 
COPY(S) MA.DE 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FBI 

Transmit the following in ------=-PIA IrJ . TE.X,_,=T ______________ _, 
(Typ,, in plain text or code:} 

Via __ _ 
-(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L---------· 

00: ME~1PHIS 

Re Knoxville teletype to the Director d~tcd 
5/18/68. 

RE: FRANK BRICKLEY OF CilsTTANOOGA 

On iray 21, 19S8, Hr. G. A. LICOl, Operations 
Sv.pervisor, G::ceyhound Bus Li~es, El R1s0 Texas, vas 
furnished a photograph of ~'R,'\NK WILLIA~.! BRICKL~L Aka., 
FBI t.n9779SC, at which time he aclvised !fna't "'M would 
see that the photograph Vias displayed to the ernploye!:.•s 
of the bus lines in El i>aso in an effort to deteniline if 
any of the employees recalled seeing this.individual 
at the bus st~tion in El Pa.so on about April 8 or 9, 
1968. 

On May 22, 1968, Mr. Lo I. DAVIS, Cashier, 
Greyhound f;:.0s Lines, El Paso, advj sed that the photograph 
in question had been displayed to the employemon the 
various shifts at the bus depot and that no one recalled 
ha v :i.ng Seen FR..AifK WILLIA:.! B~UCKLEY at any time in the 
past. 

3 - Bureau 
2 - f.kmphis (44-1987) 
ft· _, Knoxville ((.:1-·69G) 
(Y -· El Paso 

: , J 
\~I •.i" " ,,1 

Approved: -~·.,_,_1.._1-1:' _______ _ ,,. 
SpecL::d Agent in Charge 

Sent _______ M 

SEARCHED, _ ____,_ 

SERIALIZED,~·'--­

INDEXED•-----
.··,: ... .,..--~ 

FILED·------
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• 
r- ~.,, 

Routing Slip 
0-7 (f"',,,v. 3-J 1-67) 

TO: SAC, 

~--7 1\ lbciny 
r'--=--1 i\lhuquerquc 

c-=:-J AnchorcHJe 
CJ i\tlanto 
1-~ i3u!tirnore 
[-~: Birminqham 
,---i Boston 
[J Buffalo 
C~ Butte 
CJ Charlotte 
C-l Chicaqo 
D Clncinnati 
D Cle>v,1land 
D Columbia 
CJ D::dlas 
CJ Denver 

(Copies to Offices Checked) 

Cl l!our,t'.)n 
I __ I lndirrnnpolis 
f- · 1 Jere k :=; on 
1--_] Jncksonvlll•, 
[ -] Kan ens City 
:'-- I I< ,; 0 X V i 11 8 
'--- J 1-l Lrn; Vegas 
[-=---1 Little P.ock 
[-] Lo:3 Angeles 
!~--1 Lo•.ilsvllle 
i ~l Mc:nphis 
[-:-J Miomi 
c-i f.1i'.Wc'.lukce 
t"--] Minneapolis 

CJ M0bile 
[--1 N !'Wark 
CJ Now Haven 
~_:_:_J NHW Orleans 

Cl t-fo w York City 
[_-7 No r f o I k 
[:J Okluhoma City 
[_-] Omoha 
[~ Philadelphia 
[7 Phocnix 
C] Pittsburgh 
CJ Portland 
CJ f1ichmond 
D St, Louis 
CJ Salt Lakc City 
D San Antonio 
n San Dier;o 
[-:'.:] San Francisco 
f-J San Juan 
CJ Savannah 
[=:J Seattle 
[__] Springfield 

• 

:=:--1 'T11rr. tJ'"J 

1-:; 't1,1d,inc;t-:rn Field 
r·=.-j (:J1Jr1ntic0 

TO LEGAT: 
[_~-] 8 r: rn 
~] Bc}nn 
:·_~--J L3uenos Aires 

D i-Ionq Kong 
[=J London 
Cl tA<1nila 
C] ~/iexico, o.F, 
,--: Ottctwa 
' - ' 
r ----: Por!s 
r--:-i ,~ome 
D Santo Domingo 
D Tokyo J::J D_,troit 

~~ El Paso 
CJ Honolulu 

Date 5-22-68 
RE: MURKIN 

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED 

Hrtention For appropriate 
C I-~or 1nforrnotion '.-] o;.:,t1oral D action 

O The enclcscd i:; for y,)ur inf0rmation. If used in a future report, :~j conceal 
a 11 source G, ~~-~; ,,,1ra phras1? contents, 

D Cncloscd orr corrected pages from report of SA 
dated 

Remarks: ReBulet 5-20-68. 

In the event of inquiries regarding the identity of 
the sources of the reward money offered in the Murkin case, 
you may confidentially advise established sources that ac­
cording to a cornpilation set forth in the April 27th edition 
of the "Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee, 
$25,000 each has been offered by the "Com1nerc,ial Appeal" 
and Scripps-Howard newspapers and that in addition, 
business1nen and citizens in Memphis have offered several 

~, thousands more and the Memphis City Council has under -
, wrritten the reward up to a total of $100,000. 

Bufile 

Ur file 

~ 
I 
I 

t 
'? it' 

) ·' 
__.. / ! 
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