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Date Property Acquired

SWI;CC From mc!la'hopeny Aéqui;cd
4/18/68 BILL MC LAUGHLIN, SOUTHAVEN MINNOW SHOP

Location of Property or Bulky Exhibit
BULKY EXHIBIT ROOM

Reason for Retention of Property and Efforts Made to Dispose of Same g
EVIDENCE |

Description of Property or Exhibit and Identity of Agent Submitting Same SA JAMES SAMMON

1- Brown paper bag.
2- Schlitz Beer Can,

SENT TO BUREAU
4/17/68
LDG

SEMIANNUAL INVENTORY CERTIFICATION TO JUSTIFY RETENTION OF PROPERTY (Initial and Dfite)- kS :

smmﬁz%ﬁ&i
APR181968

FBI — JACKSON

4

.
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FB] wATNODC
9s5Pm URGENT 4-4-68 NXS
T0 ALL SACS
FROM DIRECTOR 1P

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN EN KINS, JR., RACIAL MATTERS,

IN VIEV OF POSSIBILITY OF RETALIATORY MEASURES TAKEW
AS RESULT OF TME ASSASSINATION OF KING, IMNEDIATELY ALERT
ALL SOURCES (RACIAL, sécsai TY, AND:CRIDINAL), WHO ARE IN
POSITION TO POSSIBLY LEARN OF INFORMATION OF THIS WATURE.
ANY PERTINENT INFORNATION DEVELOPED SHOULD RECEIVE EXPEDLTIOUS
DISSEMINATION, BOTM LOCALLY AND TO BUREAU.
B |
oM 1lJS
FBL OMAMA
ST CEX
FBI SPRNGFLD
XC DHB
FBI KAN CITY.
P JPJ
FB] MINNAPLS
LR HEM o
FBI LITTLE R
S, JHH
FBI ST LOUIS
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| ABSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RACIAL MATTERS.

IN VIEV OF POSSIBILITY OF RETALIATORY MEASURES TAKEN
= a8 RESULT OF THE ASSASSINATION OF KING, IMMEDIATELY ALERT
ALL SOURCES (RACIAL, SECURITY, AND CRIMINAL), WHO ARE IN
" POSITION TO POSSIBLY LEARN OF INFORMATION OF THIS NATURE,
ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED SHOULD RECEIVE EXPEDITIOUS
DISSEMINATION, BOTH LOCALLY AND TO BUREAU, |
END
oM 1Js
. FBI OMAHA
| S1 CEX
FBI SPRNGFLD
" 'KC DHB
FBI KAN CITY
W JPJ
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" OF BROOKS AVENUE AND HIGHWAY SIX ONE, MEMPHIS, TENN., HE OVERNEARD

M Jxse mss B . I

MBI MIAMIL N | o
 11330PM EST 4-4-68 ' URGENT RGT

10 DIRECTOR, JACKSON AND MEMPHIS
FROM MIAMI (100-15079) |

/
’

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR . RACIAL MATTERS,

REBUTEL FOUR FOUR SIXTYEIGHT.

BOB MC GOWAN (BUFILE ONE SEVEN ZERO DASH ONE ZERO FIVE
EIGHT) TELEPHONE SIX TWO FOUR DASH TU\O SEVEN SIX ZEﬁO, CLARKSDALE,
M SS., TELE};HON-ICALLY ADVISED ‘SA EUGENE L. PAYNE, FT. LAUDERDALE,
FlLA., THIS DATE, THAT DURING AFTERNOON_ FOUR THREE LAST AT CORH‘EAR

THREE WHITE MALES IN EARLY TWENTIES, DISCUSSING KING AND PLANS
T0 BURN OR BLOW UP KING'S CHURCH. ONLY PARTIAL CONVERSATION

OVERHEARD WHILE MC GOVAN WAS HAVING AUTO SERVICED. MC GOVAN KAS = 4
DESCRIPTIVE DATA THESE INDIVIDUALS AND DETAILS RE PLACE OF s
INCIDENT. N . g

Y ) s S &
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M (174-311) - | o
' PAGE TWO | |
FOR INFO JACKSON, MC GOWAN PREVIOUSLY HAS FURNISHED INFO

‘MIS OFFICE., JACKSON AT CLARKSDALE, MISS.,, IMMEDIATELY CONTACT
MC GOWAN AT ABOVE TELEPHONE, ARRANGE MEETING AVAY FROM

MC GOWAN'S RESIDENCE, OBTAIN DETAILS AND ADVISE MEMPHIS OF
PERTINENT INFORMATION.

END

" REM

FBI JKSN MISS

— i ek o .
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FBI Jxsa MIsS

PRl MIAMI

‘11330PH  EST 4-4+6€8 URGENT RET
T8 DIRECTOR, JACKSON AND MEMPHIS
FROM MIAMI (100-15079)

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTMER KING, JR . RACIAL MATTERS,

REBUTEL POUR FOUR SIXTYEIGMT.
BOBD MC GOWAN (BUFILE ONE SEVEN ZERO DASN ONE ZERO FIVE

SR Tl e, S e

EIGHT) TELEPHONE SIX T¥D FOUR PASH TWO SEVEN SIX ZERO, CLARKSDALE,
MS§S., TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED SA EUGEWE L. PAYNE, FT. LAUDERDALE,
- FlAep THIS DATE, THAT DURING AFTERNOON FOUR TMREE LAST AT CORBER
OF BROOKS AVENUE AND NIGHWAY SIX ONE, MENPHIS, TEWN., HE OVERNEARD
THREE WITE WALES I8 EARLY TVENTIES, DISCUSSING KING AND PLANS

TO BURN OR BLOW UP KING'S CHURCM. ONLY PARTIAL CONVERSATION

OVERMEARD WHILE MC GOVWAN WAS HAVING AUTO SERVICED. #C GOWAN HAS

DESCRIPTIVE DATA THESE INDIVIBUALS AND DETAILS RE PLACE OF
INCIDENT, |
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<1 74-311)
PAGE TWO

FOR INFO JACKSON, #C GOWAN PREVIOUSLY HAS PURNISKED INFO
™HIS OFFICE. JACKSON AT CLARKSDALE, “MESS., IMMEDIATELY CONTACT
#C GOWAN AT ABOVE TELEPHONE, ARRANGE MEETING AWAY FROM
MG GOWAN'S RESIDENCE, OBTAIN BETAILS AND ADVISE MEWPHIS OF
- ﬁmxuzu INFORMATION.

END
REM
FBI JKXSN MISS
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"OR1SINAL
TELESYPE __una:'ur PLAINTEXT

1 70 DIRECTOR AND MEMPNiS o . A-S5e68

FRON JACKSON €197-NEW)

4 ASSASSINATION OF MARTI¥ LUTHER K1K@, JR. RACIAL BATIERS,

RE MMTEL TO BUREAU APRIL FOUR LAST.
BOS MC GOMAN, CPROTECY), LOCATED INSIAST DATE, CLARKSDALKE, MISS.,
MC QOWAN AT APPROXIMAJELY TMREE PM APRIL TMREE LAST STOPPED AT

. SERVICE STATION, NANE UNKNOWN, POSSIBLY A DX STATION, LOCATED SE
| CORNER M1GHWAY SIXTYONE AND SROOXS ROAD. WEWPHIS WMERE HE MAD MIS CAR

GASED AND VASHED, NC GOWAN WAS DRIVING SIXIYEIGHT OLDS CUTLASS, WNITE
VIWYLE OVER DARK GREEN, FLA., LICENSE ONE ZER® DASH TVO SEVEN NINE
ZERO SEVEN.
MC GOWAN SAID AT SERVICE STATION VERE TVO W/M ATTENDANTS, OME
/M MECHANIC AND ONE W/M WHD WASHED HIS CAR.
WILE IN SERVICE STATION, MC GOWAN NEARD ONE W/Mm ATTENBANT USE
PESX TELEPMOME, NOT PAY PHONE MAXING CALL 1IN WNICH ME SAID "I
MAVE DYNAMITE AND IT WOULD ONLY TAKE A FEV SPARKS TO BLOW UP TME
CHURCN WHERE KING IS”. WC GOWAN SAID IWDIVIDUAL MAXING CALL WORE SERVICE
STATION UNIFORM, VAS W/M IN TMIRIY'S, SIX FEET, ONE FIFTY TO OME SIXTY

POURDS, BLACK RAIR, AND WAS DEFINITELY ,ICTED, AS 1IF HE “QB PALSEY
Se;&t‘ﬁ‘:}?— QSK{::?___.

A P | 4 . OVED es e Q'Qvo'oo.noos EBN Wﬁ- o‘{oﬁo' ft'Ro
Qo el
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PAGE TV |

(A AS NES.NANDS AND HEAD SNAKE; WC GOVAR SALD -THIS INSIVIPUAL, VERY WERVOUS
G SOUAN SALD NO ‘NAMES MESTIONED I8 TELEPHONE CONVERSATION. |

NC BOWAN SATD AFTER PHONE €ALL, SERVICE STATION ATTENDANT AND

- MO OTKER W/N'S WHO WERE STANDING IN STATION WHILE CALL WAS MADE,

LEFT O FOOT FOR BEARBY COFFEE SNOP AND RETURNED TO SERVICE STATION
- .- MGRT TIME LATER CARRYING SANDWICHES AND COFFEE.

NC GOWAN SAID NEITHER ©F TNESE IWDIVIDUALS WORKED AT SERVICE
SYATION, MC GOVAB DESCRISED ONE AS W/M IN NIS TWENTY'S, YOUNGEST OF
THE THREE, FIVE FEET EIGNT INCHES, ONE FORTY TO ONE FIFTY, BLACK HAIR,
NEAT IN APPEARANCE, 600D LOOKING, DRIVING SIXTYSIX VNITE MUSTANG, COUPE
- W1TH UNKNOWN TENN., LICENSE.

MC GOVAN DESCREBED OTHER ¥/M AS 1N NIS TMIRTY'S, NEDIUM MEIGHT,

"' Two HUMDNED FIFTY POUNDS, BLACK WAIR, CLEAN CUT, NICE LOOKING, DRIVING
| RED DODBE PICKUP TRUCK WHICH HAD BOARDS ON SIDES AND BACK RESEMBLING
FARM TRUCK BEARING UNKNOVN TENN., LICENSE. |

' MC @OVAN'S RELIADILITY UNKWOWN TO INTERVIEWING AGENTS. HOVWEVER,
MC GOVWAN ADVISES HAS BEEN SOURCE FOR MIAMI OFFICE, PRINCIPALLY :
PORT LAYDERDALE, FLA., RA, FOR NUNBER OF YEARS, AND GIVES INPRESSION
MORE RECEWTLY USED AS RI OF THAT OFFICE.

AM COPY TO MIAMI.

MENPHIS AT MEMPHIS CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION AT SERVICE
STATION IN EFFORT T8 LOCATE AND INTERVIEW THREE W/M'S PREVIOUSLY
DESCRIBED.

UNSUB RESPONSIALE FOR ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
SMOULD BE COWSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS,

END

.,, _ “
il B

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



¥B] WASH DC.

FBI JKSN MISS

219 AM URGENT 4-5-68 REM

To DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS

FROM JACKSON- (157=NEW)

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTMER XKING, JR. RACIAL MATTERS.

RE MMTEL TO BUREAU APRIL FOUR LAST.

BOB MC GOWAN, (PROTECT), LOCATED INSTANT DATE, CLARKSDALE, MISS.

MC GOWAN AT APPROXIMATELY THREE PM APRIL THREE LAST STOPPED AT
SERVICE STATION, NAME UNKNOWN, POSSIBLY A DX STATION, LOCATED SE
CORNER HIGHWAY SIXTYONE AND BROOKS ROAD. MEMPKIS WHERE HE HAD HIS CAR
GASED AND VASHED, MC GOWAN VAS DRIVING SIXTYEIGHT OLDS CUTLASS, WNITE
VINYLE OVER DARK GREEN, FLA., LICENSE ONE.ZERO DASH TWO SEVEN NINE
ZERO SEVEN. | |

MC @OWAN SAID AT SERVICE STATION WERE TWO W/M ATTENDANTS, ONE
W/M MECHANIC AND ONE W/M WHO WASHED HIS CAR. |

WHILE IN SERVICE STATION, MC GOWAN MEARD ONE W/M ATTENDANT USE
DESK TELEPHOME, NOT PAY PHONE MAKING CALL IN WNICH ME SAID “I
MAVE DYHAMITE AND IT WOULD ONLY TAKE A FEW SPARKS TO BLOW UP THE
CHURCH WMERE KING IS™. WC GOWAN SAID INDIVIDUAL MAKING CALL WORE SERVICE
STATION UMIFORM, WAS W/M IN THIRIY'S, SIX FEET, ONE FIFTY TO ONE SIXTY
POUNDS, BLACK HAIR, AND WAS DEFINITELY AFFLICTED, AS IF HE HAD PALSEY

END %E ONE | /S22 PSP 3

Searched

Q% | &;““’@::Q
; ' o 5&%’?/’;—?\5@5 U Tj@n’)l.:
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- PAGE TWO ‘ ,
AS HIS NANDS AND-READ SWAKE. MC GOVAN SAID THIS 1WBIVWIDWAL, VERY NERVODS
~ %2 GOVAW SAID KO ‘NAMES MZNIIONED I# TELEPHOME CONVERSATION.
MC GOWAR SALD AFTER PHORE CALL, SERVICE STATION ATTENDANT AND
VO OTHER V/M'S WHO VERE STANDENG 1N STATION WHILE CALL VAS NADE,
LEFT ON FOOT FOR MEARBY COFFEE SHOP AND RETURNED TO SERVICE STATION

~ SHORT TIME LATER CARRYING SANDWICHES AND COPFEE.
’ MC GOVAN SAID NEITHER OF TNESE INDIVIDUALS VORKED AT SERVICE

STATION. MC GOWAN DESCRIBED ONE AS W/M IN NIS TWENTY'S, YOUNGEST OF

T™ME TMREE, FIVE FEET EIGHT I1NCNES, ONE FORTY TO ONE FIFTY, BLACK HAIR,
NEAT IN APPEARAMCE, GOOD LOOXING, DRIVING SIXTYSIX WHITE WUSTANG, CouPE
WITH UNKNOWN -TENN,, LICENSE.

| MC GOWAN DESCRIBED OTHER W/M AS IN KIS TNIRTY'S, MEDIUM HEIGNT,

T6O MUNDRED FIFYY POUNDS, BLACK HAIR, CLEAN CUT, NICE LOOKING, DRIVING
RED DODGE PICKUP TRUCK WHNICH HAD BOARDS ON SIDES AND BACK RESEMBLING

FARM TRUCK BEARING UNKNOWN TENN., LICENSE.

MC GOWAN'S RELIABILITY UNKNOWN TO INTERVIEVING AGEWTS. NOVEVER,
MC GOWAN ADVISES NAS BEEN SOURCE FGR MIAMI OFFICE, PRINCIPALLY
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLA., RA, FOR NUNBER OF YEARS, AND GIVES IMPRESSION
MORE RECEWTLY USED AS RI OF THAT OFFICE.

AM COPY TO MIAMI. ,

MEMPHIS AT MEMPHIS CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION AT SERVICE
'STATION IN EFFORT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW THREE W/N°S PREVIOUSLY
DESCRIBED.

UNSUB RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
,@MOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END
BeM

FBI WASH DC
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TO
FROM

SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (4t CFR) 101-11.0 .

UNITED STATES L JVERNMENT -

Memorandum

* SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/5/68

- SUPERVISOR JAMES O, INGRAM

ASSASSINATION OF :
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. i
RM

SA TETEN advised 1:55 p.m. that 30.06 Game Master,
Remington Model 760 Pump, with Redfield Scope, has been
traced to Birmingham, Ala. Gun was purchased on 3/30/68,
from Weberly-Thomas Hardware, Birmingham, by one HARVEY
LOWMEYER who furnished address but investigation has proven
address in Birmingham fictitious. Clerk who sold gun described
Unknown Subject as age 36, 5'8'", 150-170 pounds, dark brown
hair, ruddy complexion, well dressed in dark business suit.
Clerk described Unsub as meek and shy. No information re car
unsub could have been traveling in.

For background Unsub was seen running out of rooming
house described as a flophouse directly across from
Lorraine Hotel where KING was residing. He dropped a blanket
which was carrying a small overnight case and a box containing
above described gun., Person seen running from flophouse
was described as white male between 20-40, 5'11" to 6 feet,
170-200 pounds, dark hair combed straight back, very neat,
well dressed in dark suit.

Above gun is at FBI Laboratory for test.

@;;h Jackson
JOI:1sk

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan -

- J—
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

To * SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/5/68
FROM : SUPERVISOR JAMES O, INGRAM

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
RM

SA TETEN advised 1:55 p.m. that 30.06 Game Master,
Remington Model 760 ?ump, with Redfield Scope, has been
traced to Birmingham, Ala., Gun was purchased on 3/30/68,
from Weberly-Thomas Hardware, Birmingham, by one HARVEY
LOWMEYER who furnished address but investigation has proven
address in Birmingham fictitious. Clerk who sold gun described
Unknown Subject as age 36, 5'8'", 150-170 pounds, dark brown
hair, ruddy complexion, well dressed in dark business suit.
Clerk described Unsub as meek and shy. No information re car
unsub could have been traveling in.

For background Unsub was seen running out of rooming
house described as a flophouse directly across from
Lorraine Hotel where KING was residing. He dropped a blanket
which was carrying a small overnight case and a box containing
above described gun. Person seen running from flophouse
was described as white male between 20-40, 5'll" to 6 feet,
170-200 pounds, dark hair combed straight back, very neat,
well dressed in dark suit.

Above gun is at FBI Laboratory for test.

15D Q5 £L-

Jackson
OI:1lsk SEARCHED ______INDEXED _____

(5) wg ?R»Bw A FfLEDJAq__Jv
—JAC}SO

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO  : SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) pate: 4/5/68

FROM '  gA JAMES O, INGRAM

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RM

At 6:31 P,M., SA INGRAM arrived at his
residence, at which time it was learned through news
media that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot at Memphis,
a little after 6:00 P.M,, and was in critical condition,
It was later determined that he had died in a local
hospital in Memphis. The Jackson Office was contacted
and instructions were given to immediately contact all
Senior RA's, and each SRA would immediately account for
their bombing suspects and subjects having a propensity
for violence,

SA PUDDISTER was contacted and he stated he
would handle the list of bombing suspects and Agents
to whom assigned would be immediately contacted, and
those Agents would account for their suspects.

SA FITZ PATRICK was contacted and was dispatched
to the office to handle the racial intelligence, as well
as assist PUDDISTER in the assassinatim case. Selected
Agents were advised to immediately contact their in rmants,
Klan and Negro. Immediate investigation was instituted
in this matter,

<il- Jackson
JOI:bal

@,/

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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ACTIVITY LOG

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RM

April 4, 1968, at 7:55pm SA PUDDISTER received telephone call
at residence from Desk #4 with instructions to assure each
bombing suspect case agent verifies whereabouts of possible
bombing suspects handled by Jackson assigned agents.

At 9:26pm. On duty at office. Verified that each SRA contacted
with instructions to verify whereabouts of possible bombing
suspects in RA territory.

9:51pm. SRA PROCTOR advised that six Meridian SAs on duty and
had JOE DANIEL HAWKINS under close surveillance in Meridian,
Individual with HAWKINS identified as WILLIAM PICKEL.

10:15pm. All major bombing suspects accounted for except
CHARLES GREENE, See memo of SA PRICE, 4/5/68.

SA ROY MC DANIEL with M.B, Pierce at Jackson PD. Special detail
Jackson PD on duty Lynch Street, THOMPSON'S TANK being moved
into area on Lynch Street near Jackson State College.

11:13pm SA RABIDEAU reported MHSP at Rust College dispersed

a group of about twenty students on Hway 78 near the college
engaged in rock throwing at passing vehicles. Incident occurred
between 8:30pm and 9:00pm, 4/4/68. Twenty Six MHSP men standing
by plus county and city law enforcement. No further incidents.

1l:14pm SA JACK WILSON reported all quiet at Alcorn A & M,

11:25pm SRA JOHN PROCTOR reported JOE DANIEL HAWKINS and

Bill PICKEL arrested in Meridian by PD for driving on one way
street. Two guns in HAWKINS red Chevrolet. Both fingerprinted
and released to appear in traffic court. Guns retained by PD.
PROCTOR to get SN and description of weapons.

11:30pm SA VAN NOTE reported minor disturbance at Mississippi
Valley State College, Itta Bena., About 300 students, broken

windows. All quiet at present. Campus officials handled. MHSP
standing by.

g7 -Fes 6T
L ARET e AN e
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11:40pm SRA COTTEN was advised that Memphis telephone call

to Jackson reported Memphis PD arrested MANUEL MARKUS LEVIN
and ALEX HERDER. They claim to be students from Ole Miss.
Background requested.( COTTEN obtained available infor from
Campus locator, Security Officer and PD. SAC JENSBN contacted
with info and he advised that LEVIN and HERDER have been
eliminated and info should be forwarded to Memphis via airtel.

NOTE: CALL COTTEN AND INSTRUCT AS ABOVE, he will obtain complete back-
ground in am,4/5/68. He should dictate a/t to Memphis.

------ April 5, 1968, at l:oo0am SA McDANIEL advised Lynch Street
deserted, all quiet, Special Detail from PD released. Thompson's
Tank returned to barn, M.B. PIERCE returned home.No injuries or

arrests.

l:1lam SA SAMMON reported in response to Miami teletype that he
had located and interviewed BOB McGOWAN., This info was furnished
via telephone to SA JOSEPH HESTER, Memphis at l:43am. SA SAMMON
dictated a teletype with this information to Bureau and Memphis
under 157-new ''Assassination of Martin Luther King,Jr. - RM."
Teletype sent 2:19am,4/5/68.

2:28am SA EUGENE G. DOUGLASS at Memphis telephonically advised
that JOHN WILLARD aka JDHN HUBEART (HUBERT) WILLARD identified
as possible suspect was known to have obtained a room across
street from assassination site. Present whereabouts unknown.
Memphis PD arrest records disclose WILLARD arrested by PD in
Memphis in 1958 on a charge of arson. He was released to the
Pontotoc Sheriff's Office. Described as W/M, age 20 yrs in
1958, 5'11", 152 lbs. Parents listed as ENNIS And MAMIE WILLARD
of Nesbit, Mississippi. SA DOUGLASS said FBI Memphis and PD
enroute to Nesbit,Miss., as it is located just acmss line from
Memphis. Requested Jackson contact SO Pontotoc for details and
background.

2:34am no answer at Pontotoc SO.
2:37am SA JOHN CASTLES advised. He will contact SO for background.

LEAD: 2:4]1am telephone call from SIM WARE, student at Miss Valley
State College., Said he would like to be contacted at the
Athleétic Dormitory of the college in the morning. Upon inquiry
he said he heard that four students had been shot. (No report
of such from MHSP.) WARE admitted he did not see the shooting.

L:1lam SAC MOORE called. Said he just received call from
Bureau Supv DICK LONG who furnished info to SAC re WILLARD.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

To  : SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) pATE: 4/5/68
FRoM : SA JOHN S. CASTLES

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RM

On 4/5/68, Mrs. JOAN EDWARDS, Secretary,
Credit Bureau of Tupelo, Miss., advised that her records
reveal that in Jgnuary of 1964, inquiry was made con-
cerning a JOHN M.\WILHARD, 2929 Bogan Drive, Tupelo,
Miss., for Univer .T. Her records revealed at that
loyed by FRED STRANGE Motor Co. in

time WILIRARD was
Tupe 10 .

On 4/5/68, FRED STRANGE, Owner, Fred Strange
Motor Co., Inc., 811 Varsity Drive, Tupelo Miss.,
advised that his records reveal that JOHN MILBURN WILLARD,
white male, who was born 5'4", 110 pounds, black
hair, brown eyes, was employed by him as a mechanic on
9/6/63, and left of his own volition 3/5/64. His last
residence was 2929 Bogan Street, Tupelo, Miss.

Mr. STRANGE said prior to working for him WILLJARD
workéd for Sowers Motors, Inc., Rolla, Missouri; Druitt
Motors, Sedalia, Missouri; Kinder Motors, Poplar Bluff,
Missouri.

Mr, STRANGE said when WILLIARD left his employ he
indicated that he was returning to Sedalia, Missouri. He
said the last he heard which was approximately a year ago
he believed that WILLEARD was working with one J. W. SHEPHERD,

his former service manager in Tupelo, Miss. ks~
wagen dealership in Kansag)City, Mo. @ < C

9/}1 Lﬁ( ‘77 @? £7- ij//’?/

&
%g()::lsk ,,,A %\4 (& 7 (A A//ﬂ W’
S04 b,

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-103-01
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1862 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

To  :  SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/5/68
ATTENTION: SA THOMAS FITZPATRICK

FROM  : SA JOHN DENNIS MILLER

SUBJECT:

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RM - KLAN

This meio relates to the investigation
concerning one JOHN\ WILLARD of Pontotoc County, Miss.

Mrs. JOHN \(BARBARA) WILLARD, employee of
Oxford Credit Bureau, \Oxford, Miss., advised on this
date that she recalled ‘the fact that at one time
there were two JOHN WILLARDs in the vicinity of Tupelo
Miss., her husband and another individual.

She explained that while working for the
Tupelo Credit Bureau, perhaps in 1966, she was made
aware of the existence of this other JOHN WILLARD.
She advised that she has no details concerning that
man other than the fact that he moved from another
city to the Tupelo, Miss., area.

She stated she is absolutely certain that
the other JOHN WILLARD is known to the files of the Tupelo
Credit Bureau.

This memo reflects the same information as
furnished SA FITZPATRICK telephonically on this date.

/\59«95‘%’7

E ’/ - %Zf Syl
Q)'zﬁﬁﬁk““ e an@m I

(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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-MAY 1982 EDITION
asA FPMA (4t CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES COYVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO . SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) pATE: 4/5/68
ATTENTION: SA THOMAS FITZPATRICK

FROM SA JOHN DENNIS MILLER

SUBJECT:
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RM - KLAN

\\
\

\
This memo rglates to the investigation
concerning one JOHN WILLARD of Pontotoc County, Miss.

Mrs., JOHN (BARBARA) WILLARD, employee of
Oxford Credit Bureau, Oxford, Miss., advised on this
date that she recalled the fact that at one time
there were two JOHN WILLARDs in the vicinity of Tupelo
Miss., her husband and another individual.

She explained that while working for the
Tupelo Credit Bureau, perhaps in 1966, she was made
aware of the existence of this other JOHN WILLARD.
She advised that she has no details concerning that
man other than the fact that he moved from another
city to the Tupelo, Miss., area.

She stated she is absolutely certain that
the other JOHN WILLARD is known to the files of the Tupelc
Credit Bureau,

This memo reflects the same information as
furnished SA FITZPATRICK telephonically on this date.

W
s Wy )
KE/L Jackson 55/6«\_~ ‘ -
—fDM/bkh P - éﬁ/

(2) ”
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5012-13-01

»
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RE: JOMMEE;WI LRARD
File #6920

Probation and Paxole Board
Jackson, Miss.

Above file reflects the following:

Subject sentenced 6/25/58 with HERMAN DANIEL to 3
years probation for the offense of arson which resulted
from the subject's burning an automobile am# in Pontotoc Co.,
Miss.

BACKGROUND OF WILLSARD:

Born in Pontotoc Co., Miss. but his family has
resided in Memphis, Tenn. or vicinity for number of years
and also in Pleasant Hill, Miss. Subject father is ENIS,
Age 54 in 1958, Mother MAMIE, age 48. Subject's father is
Farm Foreman, for Dudley Bridgeforth Farm, Pleasant Hill,
Miss (as of June, 1958).

The fe@llowing are members of his family: (all
info June, 1958):

U‘

LINDER WILLZARD A
1553 Fairfax St.,
Memphis, Tenn.
Occupation Upholsterer ﬂL’
I, - 5 \,
Pleasant Hill, Miss. *i) /&}ii
age 12 ‘ , fp
Pleasant Hill, Miss. \ R "
9 N
' o [/
JANE BLACK, age 24 N ) e h -
152 Hopewell (&L g RV/AS
Memphis, Tenn. ] (YT
JEAN BULLIGHTON, age 24 7 2,22, B «_rf/iﬁ'/“
Hernando, Miss. (housewife) : Gﬁﬂﬁ_ix\j
i \‘UH( ‘l"[' {) L/

KENNETH WILLRXARD, age 18

Peach St, S
Memphis, Tenn. : \ngjkqhq/’k
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BETTY JOYCE WILLIAMS, age 22
Peach St.
Memphis, Tenn.

As of 6/58, all of the above including Subject are
employed by the Gaines Manufacturing Co., Memphis (furniture
manufacturer).

Subject has been married once to the former
BARBARA NELLE DYE, Ecru, Miss., and they have one son,
8 months hold in 6/58. At this time they
resided 1850 Jefferson St., Memphis.

Description as of 6/58:

Name: JOHN HUBERT WILLIARD
Residence: 1850 Jefferson St., Memphis
DOB |

POB Pontotoc Co,, Miss.
Complexion: Ruddy

Hair: Brown

Eyes: Gray

Height: 5'11"

Weight: 155

Build: Medium

Subject's probation term was ended 5/1/61.

The following addresses and employments were noted
for subject in monthly probation reports:

12/22/58 - employed Gaines Manufacturing Co.,
mpinyrdxfxenxfxidxxaxdxai

Employed 8/59 to 3/61 by Southern Industnr es
Furniture Manufacturers, Pontotoc, Miss.
Employed 5/3/61 by Maynard Manufacturing Co.,
Péntotoc, as machine operator.

Address as of 5/3/61 (last date noted in file) was
Route 1, Ecru, Miss.

While subject was in Memphis on probation from

Miss. he was under the supervision of Memphis Parole Officer
JOSEPH C, MITCHELL from approximately 7/28/58 to 12/22/58.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Subject was arrested with one HERMAN DANIEL
for the above offense of arson in June, 1958. DANIEL is
described as a W/M, DOB POB Lafayette Co., Miss.,
hair brown, eyes brown, height 5'9'", 170 pounds, complezion
ruddy. His residence as of 6/58 was 1765 Fairmont Ave.,
Memphis. His mother is MAUDE LEE DANIEL, address Rt. 2,
Pontotoc, Miss. DANIEL was released from probation 6/25/62.

RYAN/1sk
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J. F. LEE, CHAIRMAN

State of Alississippi
Probation and PFarole Board

C. D. ROBERTBON, MEMBER

ACKERMAN, MISS,
. J. P. COLEMAN. GOVERNOR PARCHMAN. MSs.
CoL. T. B. BIROSONG WM. M .
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, JACKSON NEW CAPITOL JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI “a::'s%:‘l‘: u:;:nn
MRe. DAUNIE JEAN NETTLES MiSs GERTRUDE MCCUNE
SECRETARY BOARD SECRETARY

(LTRe Coba T. P "!Rn.oﬂc, DTD, 6-30~5C, RE: JOHN H. HILLARD AND
HERMAN DANIEL, roNTOTOC COUNTY F"CC“.inﬂE\S)

A BRIEF FAMILY BACKGROUND 15 LISTED FCR DANIEL AS FOLLOWS!

HERMAN DANIEL 1S ONE OF TER LIVING CHILDREN EORN TO Lotivte (DECEA3ED)
AND 1AUDE Lee Dantel {ace 50}, RT. 2, FonNTOTOC, H13S1S51PPH,

THE FOLLOWING SIELINGS ARC LISTCD,
JaMes L, DANIEL, acc 25, 1785 FAIRuoND ST., MEMPHIS, Tewn. {Vooranic)

CHARLES DANIEL, AGE 13, "Ry, 2 MIUTOTOC, XI55S, (PE%N VFG 4GOS UBHOLETERER)
H L

PAUL!NE H#ILSON, AGE 2¢, CLOVEZDALE DRay NEMPHIS, TENH, (LOLB Lriy)
Wilwer KELLEM, AGE 24, 3707 Tund RD., MEMPHIS fz.u. (CarrontER

Psxwace PAYNE, AGE 235 LINDALE AVE., CHPRIS, TENN. (1 TERUATIONAL Hanves
AGE 17, Rve 24 TY"TOTOC, 35 (Scuocl)
14, NTe 25 PONTOTOC, “16S5. (SCHOCL
AGE 12y Tu 2, :\.10700, 15155, (3CHOOL)
0 U, RY. 2, TONTOTOC, MISS. kScaooLﬁ
THEZ SUBJECT HAS BECN LICTALLY LA T OONCE TO THE FOIMER

T

7"7

JMMAN,  BRUCE, MISSIS3IPPL. .ua HAVE
EUT EXPECT ONE SHOARTLYs THEY X
TENNESSEZ, THE 22 YIag

PRODUCTS =QAPANX¢MLMm

NY CHILD®

PER WEEK.

HeruAN DANBEL REPORTED THAT HE HAD AT ONE TINE BEFN ARRESTED FOR
DRUNKENNESS IN BaTESVILLE, MISSISS1PPL AuD HAD P AID A FINE 70X
THIS OFFENSE, LIKEWISE OHE SIMILAR OFFEMNSE AND FINE IN F CNTOTCC,

WIssissIPPl, REPORTEDLY, THIS CONSTITUTES HIS POLICE RECCRD,.
JOHN Hs WILLARD REPORTED H! MLY FINE TO rE A NO DL oFfFodsg i
THE CITY OF MtupHIZ, TENNES

THE SUBJECT3 WERE PHCTCARAPHED AND FINGERPRINTED, AND SIGHED THIIR
PROZATION COURT ORDERS WHEREIN JUDGE JARVIS HAD ADDED A 7 ROVISIO
OF EXTRADITION.

| SHALL APPRECIATC YZUR REJUSITICS THE CONaIDLQAT CF THE STATC
OF TEMNESSEE CONCIRNING A PERMANINT PLACEMENT FCOR T{L T CABDe

SINCERELY YOURS,

ELorinee M, Dalez
ProsATION AND PAROLE OFFICER
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State of Mississippi

Probation and Javole Board C. . RosERTaON. MEMBER

. F. . CHAIRMAN
J. F. LEE, C PARCHMAN. MISS.

ACKERMAN, MISS, J. P. COLEMAN. GOVERNOR

WM. MCGRAW. MEMBER

C°'Zx1é3;.3é"g:2:::'in. JACKSON NEW CAPITOL JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI BENTONIA, MISS
Mas. DAUNIE JEAN NETTLES “,('4‘\0“"' sl SQ' s‘ PP' Miss GERTRUDE MCCUNE
SECRETARY UNE O' “996 BOARD SECRETARY
CotoneL Te P, SIRD3ONG REr Joun H. WILLARD
txcecuTive COFFICER HERMAN DANIEL
FROBATION ANT PARCLE PCARD FOMTOTOC CCUNTY PROPATICNIES

New CAPITOL ﬁb!L {iG
J.crkson, MiIssissiery

Dear COLONEL nxansome:

LasT wekk JUDGE Tayuons T. JARVIS, 3ENTENCED THE ASOVE SUBJECTS
TO THREE YEARS PRODATICN EACH FOR THE OFFENSE OF ARSCH, 'MHICH REw
SULTED FROM THE SURJECTS BUNNING AN AUTCMOBILE IN FOHTOTCOC CCUNTY,
‘}

15S1551PP1,

ALTHOUGH POTH WILLARD AND UARICL WERE Z20RN IN ’onTu.ou COUNTY, E£.ACH

£z
AND THEIR FAMILIES HAVE RESIDED I JCLPHIS, TENLESSE DRMISIRATY FOR
- -

H
A NUMBER OF YE,"L;, AND AS N |r1E GASE OF :ILLA:-ID. hls PARENTS UAVE RZ-
IDED OVER THE I33S1351PPE STATE LINE, AT JLEASANT lilbi, WISSissieti,

A SRIEF FAMILY BACKGRCUNT 1S LISTED FOR WILLARD AS FOLLCWS.

Joun He JILLARD )3 ONE GF SEVEN LIVING CHILDRDH pont To nas (acr 340
ALD VAMIE (AGE 42) D LARD, 'LEASANT HILL, MISSISSIPPl. TU JioT's
MOTHER WAS AT A VES Y‘EA’LY AZE MARRIED TO THE SUBJECT'S unCLE (wanc

NGT KNOWN BY SUBJICT) AND WHO HAS BCUN DECEASED FOT MAMNY YUAY3,.
,uudscr'* MOTHER THON MARAIED Zriis Si1UarD (sundrcT's FATHER), 220THER
OF HER FIRST HUSBANDa. 6LNIS H1LLARD lS FARM FOREMAN FOR THE LulLgy
RIDIFORTH FARM, TLEASANT HilLL, 135133121,

THE FOLLOWING 3i8LINGS ARE LISTID.

LINDER WILLARD, AGE 28, 1553 FAIRFAX GTl, {oMPRIs, TERR. (UPHILSToRZR)

e 15, PLEAsANT HILL, “18s. ()uszLl
qu 12, PLEx3ANT HitL, Mi1ss. (3crool)

UNE TLACK, AGE o4, 7521 LQPQ\LLL, VEUMPHES, TT un., (ﬁaAm, ozauck OOy

JEAN SULLIGHTON, AGE 44 (June's TJIN) HERKANDO, LN {ecuzzoirs)

KEWNETH WILLARD, AGE 18, FEAGH STa, MEWPHKS, TEln. (HOUSLLiFD)
BETTY JOYCE WiLLiams, AGE 22, PzaCH S3Te, WCMPHIS, TENN, (HOOTDHFED

PETTY JOYCE WILLIAMS® HUSBAND 15 ALSO AN UPHOLSTERER, AHD ALL S
ABCVE SC LISTED AND INCLUDING Jodi He JILLARD ARE €MPLOVED &Y THI
GAINES MAUNFACTURING-COMPARY, WNOliPH1S, TENMESSEE. VHE SUBJECT 13
ETREWISE AN UPHOLSTERER AND REPORTEDLY EA RNS AN AVERAGE OF 0.~
WEEK WITH THE GAtnzs COMPANRY.

THE 21 YEAR OLD u”uguﬂ,”.!LLA 0 HAS BEEZN LEGALLY MA RIED ONCZ TC Jil
FORMER BARBARA NELLE UVE, LoiUt, LISSI531PP1, WITH ONE 30N,

F MONTHS CF AGE, CORH TO THEIR UNION.. THEY RESIDE AT}
EFFERSON ST., McuPri3, TENNESSEE. ——

R e

~1-
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO : SAC, JACKSON (4L -New)(P) DATE: |,/5/68
FROM : SA BRENT W. WARRERG

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.
CR

The following investigation was conducted on L/5/68
at Columbus, Mississippi by SA BRENT W. WARBERG:

The following persons were contacted at their respective
hotels and motels and the registrations of these establishments
were checked for /1-5/68 for the thame JOHN WILLARD. The
results of these checks were negative., The description of
the Unsub in the above captioned incident was furnished to
these individuals with negative results:

WILLIAM RUTLEDGE, Alexandra Hotel
DELORES MAXEY, Downtowner Motor Inn

Mrs, GUY RICHARDS, JR., Plaza Motel

Mrs, JCH SPINCSA, Travelers DelLuxe Motel

Ths following individuals were contacted at the following
service stations concerning the Unsub and a white mustang in
the above captioned incident. This investigaticn was negative:

JAMES TRCTTLUR, Trotters Texaco
ED TRAPP, Trotters Texaco
TOM HOWELL, Riverview Gulf

The following investigation was conducted by SA
Lynn P, SMITH:

The following managers of motels on U, S, Highway 45 N
were contacted and recores checked for l|/145/68 with negutive
reulsts:

MIKE FAMMIRS, Holiday Inn
KECCIE ROSS, Heritage Motel

The follimg irndividaals were contacted at the following
service 8tations on U, S, Highway 45 N concerning the Unsub
and a white mustang in theabove incidént., This investigation
was negative: R S /0
LESS HAMITER, DX Service S GTED
CURTIS FONDREN, Fondren Ser, Sta, . ﬂgm>‘“7
DTWEY STUCKEY, Holiday Gulf ARG L arnp
JESSIE TO'NSEND, James Gulf | w7
CECIL '"ING, Biliups Ser. Sta, -y 5 i -
JAMES DFE HART, Direct Ser,  ./dff
JACK CCOLL.INS, Southland Ser, Sta

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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Page 2

ROY FRANKLIN, Brumley Gulf

CLARENCE E, BUCHANAN, Buchanan's Shetl Ser,
LARRY MC DAYIELS, Enco Ser, Sta,

TCMMY ®ORSTER, Texaco Ser., Sta,

DENNIS HAR™ON, Phillips 66 Ser, Sta,

The following investigation was conducted by SA LAWRENCE

W. GORMAN:

On ,/5/67, the following motels on Highway 82 East in
Columbus, Mississippi, were contacted and records reviewed
for registration from l/1/68 through L/l,/68, in the name
of JOHN WILLARD, with negative results:

RAY ADAMS
Columbus Motel

MAVIS HOLMAN
Ann Lee Motel

LILY OGLESBY
Mallard Motel

On L/5/68, the following service stations on Highway
82 East, Columbus, Mississippi, were contacted with negative

results

Dave Coughlin
COUGHLIN GULF

Robert Wood
WOOD STANDARD STATION #2

C. D, Brown
MAIN STREET AMACO STATION

James Shepp
MAIN STREET DX STATION

W. K, Gandy
GANDY STANDARD SERVICE STATION

Buford Sparks
FRISCO AMERICAN SERVICE STATION
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . - -
MAY 1942 EDITION Yy e ~ :
GSA rrun (41 cFR) 101-11.6 .=

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO SAC, JA0XSOW (157-9586) =P DATE: }/5/68
(157-2869) -
FROM SA BENJAMIN 0. XEUTZER

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF

MARTIN LUTHER KIV%, JR.; ’
MCTE [, MATTER

On I,/5/68, JN 367-R (PR0B) advised he is aware that BIJ?RIS L.
DUNY, JR., was in the City of Jackson, Miss, during the evening of
h/h/68, and was believed to be at his residence, 308 Plummer Circle
at annroximately 6:00 p.m., L/iL/68,

On LL/5/68, the same source advised that LARRY HYN, son of
BURRIS L. DUYN, JR.,, advised his father was at his ”e31dence 308
Plummer Dr., Jcckson, Miss,, having arrived there shortly aftew
6:00 p.m,, L/L/68, where he remaired until L/5/68.

2 - 157-9586
1 - 157-2869
1 - 170-508
BOX

A 7R A /

, SEARCHED INDXED _____
bLRMLI 26D _\ATTALED o .,
AFR 19-83 {
8l — JACKSON

:,' N

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

108 -G1
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO :  SAC, JV'CKSON (157-9586) -P DATE: L /5/68
(157-2869)
FROM SA BENJAMIN O, KEUTZER

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KIVG, JR.;
RACIA L MATTER

On u/5/68, JN 367-R (PROB) advised he is aware that BURRIS L.
JB., was in the City of Jackson, Miss, during the evening of
, and was believed to be at his residence, 308 Plummer Circle
at axproximately 6:00 p.m.,, L/L1/68,

L/5/68, the same source advised that LARRV\ I %N, son of
BURRIS K, DUVN, JR,, advised his father was at hils nesidence, 308
Plummer Dr., Jackson, Miss., having arrived there shortly after
6:00 p.m,, L/L/68, where he remained until L/5/68.

/2 = 157-9586
1 - 157-2869
1 - 170-508
BOX

/5 7- ngm -1,

SEARCHED

smmuzen
‘ 3 1968

-awmwu /)

"“““‘L'§$ﬂ

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-108-01
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES ¢OVERNMENT

Memorandum

o SAC, JACKSON (157-5328) DATE:  4/5/68
FROM : SA JAMES W. AWE
SUBJECT: FERRALL L. MC CORMICK

RM - K

Mrs. MC CORMICK, 5008 Highway 80 West,
Jackson, Mississippi, advised this date that her
husband, FERRALL L, MC CORMICK, is presently employed
by the Noble Drilling Co. with offices in New Orleans.
He works on an oil rig somewhere in the Gulf of
Mexico and is not scheduled to return to Jackson
until the first part of next week. She stated it is
customary for him to work seven days and be off
seven days.

A teletype has been sent to New Orleans this
date requesting them to establish the whereabouts of
MC CTORMICK during the pertinent period of MARTIN
LUTHER KING's assassination. New Orleans was requested
to sutel information this date. ,

r
ui’ i

1
No 5‘7 c’ r‘ \,J‘-

\)af‘
i ¥
1 - 157-5328
1 - 174-135
(¥ - 174-50-BOMBING SUSPECTS
1 -—~4&=  -ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
JWA /bkh
%) |
)5 7= 9sEL- 12
=N w LL) s
N %
A A
.‘/{7/ ,‘_\‘7

ff@

")I -0 -0

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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F5-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date __Li=5-68

Mr. H™XRY IVY, attendant, McPhailts Gulf Service
Station, West Caritol Strect and Fllis Avenue, advised that
he and CYARLTS ROPFRT MRTTHE were on duty at the seryice
, 1968, and that they were both on!duty

station”6n April R
during the period $:00 @M to 3:00 P on April L, 1963.

at

On J.’,-S-(‘B

SA RTNIATIN P, GRAVTES snd ok

g8 WILLTA W,PRINT, IR P e L; B0 w{ JACKSON
BRI S B L R RN [ s Kl Fh o 4 IRATES . y

by - ke = v AL Date dictated——=mseme

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of th?mrlﬂlmned to /" 7
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. -

b
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TO

FROM

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1082 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/5/68

: SA ERNEST M, COCHRANE

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF REVEREND

Y«

£ g |
;’i.‘,

5010-108-01

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
4/4/68
RM

On 4/4/68, Mr. HHORACE ASHFORD was contactedand
he advised he is the Secrdtary and Program Chairman of the
Southwest Jackson Kiwanis §lub. He stated that at 12 noon
on instant date, RICHARD BARRETT spoke to the meeting of
the Kiwanis Club at Paul's Restaurant on Highway 51 North.
The meeting lasted until apprioximately 1:10 p.m. at which
time BARRETT departed.

Mr, CHARLIE SMITH, Cixy Editor, Clarion-Ledger,
on 4/4/68, advised that sometime\after 1:00, RICHARD BARRET
had dropped by the Office of the Klarion-Ledger and left a
press release which in essence stated that he had spoken
to the meeting of the Kiwanis Club at Paul's Restaurant
on Highway 51 North at noon on 4/4/68.

Confidential Source ROBERT DUNLAP was contacted
and advised that he had not been in contact with RICHARD
BARRETT since Monday night 4/1/68. Source stated that he
had been repeatedly calling the residence of RICHARD BARRETT
but had been unsuccessful in reaching him as of 8:00 p.m.,
4/4/68.

Source telephonically advised at approximately
8:20 p.m., 4/4/68, that he had been in telephonic contact
with RICHARD BARRETT and had determined from BARRETT that
he, BARRETT, had been out attempting to "mooch' a meal and
he, BARRETT, was now at his residence located at 171
Horseshoe Circle.

A suitable pretext call was made to the residence of
RICHARD BARRETT at approximately 8:30 p.m. and it was determined

‘pfhrough this pretext that he was at his residence. / <. 9}7%(» [

¥ 1'- 157-9586 SEARCHED ... INULar 0|\
y 1 - 157-7106 SERIALIZEP ( (\  Fies /()
1 - 170=-557 LPRS - 1963,

I‘zg’[():/cmb Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savingy Plan ¢g) _ )\ . Q’\
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-84) ¢

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date IL=-5-68

Mr. A. G, McPHAIL, owner, MclPHsaIl! S Gulf Service
Station, corner Jest Caritol Street and Zllis Avenue, advis-
ed that C¥ATL=S RORNNT 4REINE 1s eriployed bj him as a service
station atTendant.

Mr., McPHAIL stated ti t GEWINZ was on the job at
the service station on xvrui b, 1963 and that he knous ke
was working at the station between the aours of 6:00 P and
8:00 P con April L, 1968,

.fJ

On L-5-68 at Jackson, Ifiss,
SA B_':I‘TJ"L-ZI?? F. 27V 5S and —
by SA GTTLTTA s ML PO ”‘T, Sk LLIP/wwp  Date dictated Log-aA

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ig the property of the FBI and is loaanl to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

'..
L.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date L-5-68

A,

CHAPLES RQBZRT 4R
of employment, McPHAIL!'S Gu

was contacted at his place
rvice Station, West Capitol
Street and Z1lis nvpnue, at whicn time he advised that dur-
ing the neriod 6:00 P to 3:80 P on April L, 1963, he was
worl:ing at his place of enployment.

GRITNE advised that he had no information whatso-
ever concerning the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHZR KING.
He said he is 2 firm Yeliever in segregaticn of the races,
but ne does noat believe in violence in any form.

GRERENE stated that he attends meetings of the
Americans for the Preservation of the Jrite Ruce, but that
he dnes not belong to the Klan, and never has been affiliat-
ed with this organization. GRT?HE said that regardless of
what peonle may say about him ne has no inclination whatso-
ever toward violence, and that he cannot uelp what peorle
may say about him., He said he likes.to snoot a rifle, and
that sometimes he goes out in tae co untry and practices,
but that this is only for his own rleasure and recreation,

GRWENE advised thst his permansnt address, and
‘his mailing address is 69 Ragsdale Strest, llazlehurst, iHiss-
issippi, tut that he only spends a nizht occasionally at
this address. He said he does not actually live at 2882
Terry Road, but frequeﬂtlv visits at this address, which is
the home of irs. ZIRLINE '10'/APD, his ex-sister-in-law,
GRETNE stated tqif“écfzally he does not nave an address at
which he regularly stays, and that sonetimes he spends the
night at the home of his ex-mother-in-law in Crystal Springs,

and other times he srnends the ni~ht with cne or another of
his woren friends. 0NRYINE declined to furnish the names and
addresses of his women friends, but at oneydid mention the
name of HAZZL. He subsequently said ne was referring to
Hazlenurst, !iississippi.

GR™ENF stated that if information concerning an
act »f violence should cone to ais attention he wonld feel
it his éuty to furrish the information to the FBI.

/ﬁ*ﬁ Pyl

SEA WA
On )y ~-5-48 4 Jactson, Miss. File £ 4
T A SR e - o 2 pBT ~
SA BENJAUNIN F, GR17ES and 1 s s 1968 )
by SA ITLITAN ', °3T0T, JR,  UWP/wuD  Date distate L
- i o
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propeWﬁ?‘l"ﬂl‘Lﬂd iy lonﬂi)d to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

N

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EOITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, JLC<SON (157-7Lh21) DATE: |} /5/68

SA Jerry R. Parker
JIMMY QARLAND COPELAND
RM - XLAN

At 8:30 ?.M., IW/L/68, JI¥ 368 R (Prob.) advised
this agent that he worked with the captionesd subject
on L/L/68.

Source further advised that COPELAND was at the

Source's house from approximately 5:45 2.1, to 6:15 P,.'M.;

source gdvised that he remembered the time because
the evening news was on television.

SOUrce advised that COPELAND was seen by the
source's wife at approximately 7:00 P.M., driving
down McDowell Road, and was not seen again all
evening by the source.

On this date, Scurce's wife advised that she had
just spoken to COPELAND'!'s wife, and the wife claimed
that sne and COPELAND were at a revival meeting at
a Pentacostal Church somewhere off of Terry Road,
returning home at approximately 1 A.M. this date.

/ST -GS Ke

1 - JH 157-7421 Copies:
(1) 1 - 174-135
JR? 1 - 17L-50
~L : l'\;—/._l‘i?-fisg"}’,(ASSASSI;\mTION CF
VT MARTI!M LUTHER KING, JR.,
ot Racial Matters)
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FILE (157-9586) 4/5/68

ASAC EIMER F. LINBERG

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

DICK, voomus, Radio Station WSLI, Jackson, Miss,,
telephon:l.cauy advised ASAC at 4:58 PM today that a few minutes
before cal » he was monitoring Negro Radio Station WOKJ,
which is {n upper band at approximately 1600 Kilocycles,
The station played, "We Shall Overcome'" numerous times during
the afternoon and at approximately 4:50 PM the male Negro
announcer, name unknown, stated in what Mr., VOORHIS thought was
an inflammatory voice, "Do it now before its too late." Later
he stated, "Let's get going."

Mr. VOORHIS immediately disseminated this to Chief of

Detectives M, B. PIERCE, .
He expressed concern for the safety of CHARLIE /

white manager of Station WOKJ, Telephone No. 948-1515, He was
advised that this would be a matter for the police department.
He stated he had already advised the police.

The above is for information and possible use in
today's summary teletype,
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1082 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : FILE (157-9586) DATE: 4/5/68
FROM : ASAC EIMER F, LINBERG
SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RM

DICK VOPRHIS, Radio Station WSLI, Jackson, Miss.,
telephonically advised ASAC at 4:58 PM today that a few minutes
before calling,/he was monitoring Negro Radio Station WOKJ,
which is in th¢ upper band at approximately 1600 Kilocycles,
The station played, '"We Shall Overcome" numerous times during
the afternoon and at approximately 4:50 PM the male Negro
announcer, name unknown, stated in what Mr, VOORHIS thought was
an inflammatory voice, "Do it now before its too late.' Later
he stated, "Let's get going."

Mr. VOORHIS immediately disseminated this to Chief of
Detectives M, B. PIERCE,

He expressed concern for the safety of CHAR:(lecMR
white manager of Station WOKJ, Telephone No. 948-1515, MHe was
advised that this would be a matter for the police depdrtment.

He stated he had already advised the police.

The above is for information and possible use in
today's summary teletype.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 19¢2 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/5/68

SA JAMES F, BODMAN

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RM

A march occurred in Greenwood, Miss., Broad
Street Playground to Courthouse, a memorial for Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, It was attended by approximately
500 individuals and was led by the local clergy, the
Rev, JOHNSON, Rev. KIMBALL, and Rev. WALKER, and a
Father NATHANIEL., There was a meeting consisting of
prayers and singing and the meeting at the courthouse
lasted for 31 minutes, from 2:35 p.m. to 3:06 p.m.,
and afterwards the group proceeded peacefully and
orderly to Broad Street and dispersed. No arrests and no
disturbances.

fi>- Jackson

.21;1)3: 1sk [5T7 - BH -
&)2_ N SEARCHED NDEXED.____|
SERIALIZED (L FED o 47
FB1 — JACKSON
[

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date L"_E-és

CHARLES ROBERT GREENE was contacted at his place
of employment, McPHAIL'S Gulf Service Station, West Capitol
Street and Ellis Avenue, at which time he advised that dur-
ing the period 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM on April L, 1968, he was
working at his place of employment.

GRTEENE advised that he had no information whatso-
ever concerning the assassination of Dr., MARTIN LUTHER KING.
He said he is a firm believer in segregation of the races,
but he does not believe in violence in any form,

GREENE stated that he attends meetings of the
Americans for the Preservation of the White Race, but that
he does not belong to the Klan, and never has been affiliat-
ed with this organization. GREENE said that regardless of
what peornle may say about him he has no inclination whatso-
ever toward violence, and that he cannot help what people
may say about him. He said he likes to shoot a rifle, and
that sometimes he goes out in the country and practices,
but that this 1s only for his own pleasure and recreation.

GRTENE advised that his permanent address, and
his mailing address is 69 Ragsdale Street, lHazlehurst, Miss-
issiopi, tut that he only spends a night occasionally at
this address. He said he does not actually live at 2882
Terry Road, but frequently visits at this address, which is
the home of Mrs., ERLINE HOWARD, his ex-sister-in-law,
GREENE stated that actually he does not have an address at
which he regularly stays, and that sometimes he spends the
night at the home of his ex-mother-in-law in Crystal Springs,
and other times he spends the nirht with one or another of
his women friends. GRFENE declined to fuﬁa'sh the names and
addresses of his women friends, but at onevdid mention the
name of HAZEL. He subsequently said he was referring to
Hazlehurst, Mississippi.

GR¥ENE stated that if information concerning an
act of violence should come to his attention he wonld feel
it his duty to furnish the information to the FBI.

157-9586- 4@

On | -5-68 4 _Jackson, Miss,, File # _ 157-6351
Ve 17L-50 7

©A RENJAMIN F, GRAVES and 171,-135
by SA WILLIAM W, PRICE, JR, _ WWP/WWD _ Date dictated . LL=5=68 [

\
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loan&d to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-107-3
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO :  SAC (157-9586) DATE: L~5-68
FROM : SA THOMPSON BERRY WEBB

suBJEcT: ASSINATION O+ DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING
RM y

The vriter talked with HOLLAND RED" HILTON at his residence
at 7:50 pm on the night of L=l~68 to defterminé hils wvaereabouts at
6 PM on this date. He advised that he has been ill and had bheen
in bed from late in the afternoon until the writert!s contact,.

KINARD WEUSARLING, Siwell Road, also of Jackson was telephonically
contacted at 7:55 pm. He stated he had left the Clarion Ledger after
petting of " £rom work after 5 pm and come %to his home, done chores,
had dinner_and had not been away f rom his residences.

(CIMIMONS STELTON of the Clasrion Ledger, brother in law of the
writer, advised that he saw HENSARLING in the business office of
the paper after 3 pm on this date, has been searching for a photo-
graph o7 TN SARLING at the paper and in his personal party pictures
but had not locate one to rate. Fe reiterated that based on his
haviny known HEWSARLING for years, having ridden home with him on
a number of occasion, and his above average intelligence, he still
finds it hard % believe that HWNSARLING is a klansman.)

In connection with HILTON, information was received earlier in
the week that HILTOY in addition to having recently had a heart
attack, has terminal cancer, returned to work for a few hours a day
this past Yonday ;=1-68, ard is in very ppor health,

1-157-9586
1-174-50 (BOM3ING SUSPTCTS)
1-157-5388 (UILTON)

1-157-290, (TTMNSARLING) -
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GPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1562 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, JACKSON (157-3707) DATE: 4/5/68

SA SAMUEL N, JENNINGS

WILLIAM T, PICKEL; RM (Klan)
CLARIFICATION OF WHEREABOUTS

OF WILLIAM T. PICKEL ON APRIL %
4, 1968 _

On 4/5/68, Mr. TOM C. ROBBINS, Director of
the Highway Commission, Room 711, State Office Build-
ing, Jackson, Miss.,, advised SA SAMUEL N, JENNINGS
that WILLiﬁy'T PICKEL, employed by the State Highway

T e e w2 e

Department /at the State Office Building in Jackson,

was present in the building between 4:00 P.M., and :
5:00 P.M., on April &4, 1968. Mr. ROBBINS said he

personally verified this through fellow workers of

PICKEL, a Mr. LITTLE and a Mr. CANTEBERRY.

Mr. ROBBINS advised that he had recently been
contacted by Governor JOHN BELL WILLIAMS regarding
WILLIAM T, PICKEL, and the Governor indicated that
the FBI had information on PICKEL which might cause
him to be considered undesirable for continued em-
ployment by the State of Mississippi. Mr. ROBBINS
requested that he be contacted on April .8, 1968, for
an appointment, so that he could obtain whatever in-
formation was available concerning PICKEL,

A separate memorandum has been prepared veri-
fying that WILLIAM T. PICKEL was arrested at Meridian,
Miss., on a traffic charge during the evening of April
4, 1968.

/5 7-750C - ;2
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5 - Jackson (157-3707) N
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SAC, JACKSOM 4/5/68
SA JOHN H., PROCTOR, JR.

JOE DANIEL HAWKINS;

WILLIAM T, PICKEL
RM )
AT MERIDIAN., MISSISSIIRL

On 4/4/68, JOE DANIEL HANKINS and WILLIAM T. PICKEL
were observed traveling im a 1962 two-door red Chevrolet bearing
Hinds County license H-21640, arrived at BILL GORDON's Barber
Shop, Ninth Street and between 21st and 22ud Avenues, Meridian,
Miss., at 8:15 MM, Both PICKEL and HAWKINS were observed by
the writer attending a Natiomal States Rights Party Meeting
in BILL GORDOM's Barber Shop, and having guest speaker J. B,
STONER. This meeting broke up at 10:15 PM and HAWKINS aad
PICKEL departed the barber shop at approximately 10:22 pM,
entered their car, and drove approximately three blocks oato
a one-way street the wrong way where they were arrested by two
Detectives from the Meridian PD. They were charged with
traveling the wrong way oa & one way street and two pistols
were located in their sutomobile (not concealed). They were
released by the Meridian PD shortly before midnight and departed
the Meridian area toward Jackson, Miss.

1 = 157-3307 (JORE DANIEL HAWKIRS)

1 - 157-3707 (WILLIAM T. PICKEL) & 7SS0
1 - 174-135 / = 6T
1 - BOMBING SUSPECT CONTROL FILE (174-50) AGhED —
(A = ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING RALZED & (G C €
JHP: L P
(3) bﬂ/ Y FBI— JACKSON 3
h R l_?j
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 19€2 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO ' SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/5/68

FROM

SA LEON ROSS GRABEN

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF DOCTOR
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
/

. At 9:56 A.M., this date, Dr. GILBERT R
MASON, Biloxi, Miss., who is head o e NAACP in
t

he Biloxi area, telephonically contacted SA LEON
ROSS GRABEN at the Gulfport, Mississippi, RA, and
advised that approximately three minutes prior to
his call, he had received an anonymous telephone
call from a female who asked if he was Dr. MASON,
and after he replied that he was, the female told
him he would be interested in telephone number 772-
9332, Brownsville, Tennessee. Dr. MASON stated
that based on the female's voice, he was unable to
determine whether or not the caller was a white or
Negro female, and when he attempted to make inquiry
with the caller, she hung up.

Dr. MASON stated he was furnishing this
information to the FBI for their information, and
any action deemed appropriate.

(T - Jackson /‘{"7’7‘5"&(“’24/ 0-/
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

o SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) DATE: 4/5/68
FROM SA BRENT W. WARBERG
SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

RM

The following investigation was conducted on
4/5/68 at Columbus, Mississippi, by SA's BRENT W. WARBERG
and LAWRENCE W. GORMAN:

TOMMY HARROLSON, manager and owner, G and H
Liggett Rexall Drugstore, gave the following information:

HARROLSON stated that cash-register receipts
for cash purchases made in his drugstore are automatically
dated by the cash register. He stated that each cash-
register receipt carries the title

G&H
Rexall Drug
Columbus, Miss.

Following this heading is the date of the purchase and
below the date of the purchase is the amount of the pur-
chase,

business of his store, He stated when the nugbers reach
a level which he thinks is high he flips a
cash register and the numbers start over.

numbers.

(iZfl Jackson ,7fgf A&&“ LT
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JN 157-9586

HARROLSON continued that the only other tickets
handled by his drugstore are charge tickets, which carry
the name G. & H. Liggett Rexall Drugstore, Columbus, Miss,
He stated that the date has to be written in by a clerk
and the numbers on these receipts go only to 50.

HARROLSON stated that his drugstore does put
price tags on some articles. He stated that these price
tags are labeled Liggett Rexall, and then the price of the
article is written on the price tag and the price tag is

put on the article.

He stated sacks in which merchandise is placed
do not carry the name of his drugstore. He stated the
only other label used by his drugstore is the label which
is put on preseriptions and these contain the name G & H
Rexall Drugs, Columbus, Mississippi; however, these are
not placed on toilet articles.

HARROLSON continued that Liggett Rexall Drugs
is a chain operation throughout the South., He stated his
drugstore is the only Liggett Rexall Drugs in the state
of Mississipi; however, other Liggett Drugs are predominant
in Alabama, Georgia, and Florida.

HARROLSON was given a description of the unknown
subject, and he stated he could not recall having sold any
Head and Shoulders shampoo or Palmolive Rapid Shave to axy
individual answering this description.

SONNY SMITH, clerk, G & H Liggett Rexall Drug
Company, stated he could not recall selling any articles to
an individual answering the description of the unknown
subject.
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JN 157-9586

A female clerk is also employed in this store;
however, she was presently at lunch and she will be
contacted when she arrives back at the store.

ROBERT A, MC PHERSON, Mississippi Wholesale
Hardware, Columbus, Miss., stated that he knew of no
Compage or Rompage Hardware in and around the area of
Columbus. He stated the only way he would be able to
check something like this would be through Dun and
Bradstreet and even at that he would have to have the
name of a city.
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