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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/7/68 

1 

ALFRED W. EA'l'ONj 422½ South Main Street 1 

Apartment 10 9 advise~ that he had been in and out of the 
apartment most of the day on April 4, 1968. He had been 
drinking that afternoon 9 and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and some commotion outside 
the boardinghouse. He got out of bed, and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw someone covering up a 
body across the street, 

EA'l'ON did not see the person who rented 
Apartment 5B in the roominghouse. He also heard nothing 
in the other wing of the building (where Apartment 5B is 
located) after the shot was fired. 

EATQN s~id he went back to bed shortly thereafter, 
and did not know what actually happened until the morning of 
April 5, 1968. . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE~TIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_1_1_/_6_8 ____ _,..,. 

Mrs. JESSIE LEO LEDBETTER, 422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 1-B, Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed with the··· 
following results: 

Mrs. LEDBETTER is ·a deaf mute and an attempt was 
made by Agents to communicate with her by writing questions 
on paper and using various hand and head motions. Mrs. 
LEDBETTER was unable to furnish any information of value in 
this matter. 
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. LORRA.INE MOTEL , . 
406 MULBERRY STREET 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

(This section of the report re1.lects interviews 
with employees and custom~rs of the Lorraine .... 
Motel, . .as •Wel lJ as with persons who actually 
observed.Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, .JR. on the 
bal~ony at th~ Lorraine Motel.) · 

41 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



11hr -
FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _A_p_r_i_l_l_2...;..,_1_9_6_8_· --

MARRELL MC CULLOUGHt residing 270 Gaston, Apartment 6, 
Memph:is jl Tennessee» telephone 947-4265 1 who is employed as a 

-· warehtllliseman by the Summerall Electric Company, 345 S. Parkwiy, 
·~'').Memphis 1 telephone WH8-4455, advised as follows: ' 

MCCULLOUGH is a native of the state of Mississippi 
and has lived in Memphis, Tennessee 9 since appro.ximately Fe,r:uary 
1967. He had been present at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, ·>'406 
s. Mulperry Street, Memphis, from approximately 5:55 p.m. u~til 
approximately 8~00 p.m. on Thursday, April 4 1 1968, and wa~'fpres­
ent wh~n Dr. MARTI~ LUTHER KING JR., President of tpe Sout,~rn 
Christian Le~dersh:ip conference (SCLC), was shot. J? 

He explained his presence as follows: 

MC CULlOOGH, who is a Negro 9 had been a sympathetic 
supporter of the Memphis sanitation workers who had been on 
strike in Memphis beginning February 12, 1968. j,·. 

Beginning around the early part of March 1968, MC• 
CULLOUGH, in his spare time, has engaged in various strike . 
support activities sponsored by a group of Memphis Negro minis~ 
ters who have adopted the name Community on the Move for · 
Equality (COME). He has worked with this group and other 
supporters in the Memphis community engaging in sympathy 
marches and other strike support activity which is primarily 
centered in the headquarters of the Minimum Salary Division 
of the AME Church» 276 Hernando, Memphis, and at the Clayborn 
Temple AME Church at 280 Hernando. · 

Around March 18 9 1968» the SCLC sent various of its 
staff to Memphis to assist the COME group in strike support 
activity, and in fact, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. made a publ~c 
speech in behalf of the sanitation workers at Mason femple on 
the night of March 18, 1968. Dr◊ KING returned to Memphis on 
the morning of March 28 9 1968 9 to lead a mass downtown Memphis 
strike support march 9 and after a major disturbance occurred in 
the Beale Street area of Memphis resulting in considerable 
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property damage by some of the m,u•chers, the SCLC staff .left 
various of its members in Memphis to further organiz~ the 
strike support activity. Shortly after March 28 9 1968, Mr. 
MCCULLOUGH became acquainted with two members of Dr. KING's 
staff; namely, Rev. JAMES ORANGE, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, of Birmingham, Alabama, and Chicago,, . 
Illinois, and he has worked with them an various projects since 
.that time. 

on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, MCCULLOUGH, who 
has a blue 1967 Volkswagenll 1600 series, fastback, drove to 
the Lorraine Motel accompanied in his car by Rev. JAMES ORANGJ 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, and he fixed their arrival at the motel 
in the car at about 5:55 p.m. He parked his Volkswagen in the 
motel parking lot which would be on the east side of Mulberry 
and just south of the old hotel portion of the Lorraine Hotel 
and Motel. His car had been followed by a white Pontiac Tem~ 
pest, exact model number not recalled, driven by CLARA ESTER, 
a student at LeMoyne College and who he understands resides at 
396 Laclede, Memphis 9 and another young lady, MARY HUNT, who 
lives on Baltimore Street in the Orange Mound area of Memphis 
and who he believes attends Me~phis state University. These 
young ladies had also been working in some of the strike support 
activity sponso~ed by COME, and they had been with BEVEL, ORANGE 
and MC CULLOUGH. at the Clayborn Temple prior to coming t<f the 
Lorraine Motel. 

They parked their car behind the Volkswagen, ·and·at 
that point, BEVEL, ORANGE and MC CULLOUGH and HUNT •and ESTER 
got out of their cars and stood around the parking lot area. 
MCCULLOUGH recalled seeing numerous other people on the north 
end of the parking lot area which is directly in front of.the 
new motel portion of the Lorraine and recalled seeing a Negro 
singing group managed by JAMES BEVEL known as the "Bread'Basket 
Group . .., He did not know any of their specific ide~tities .. 

MC Cll.LLOUGH was first aware of the presence in· the .. 
@ ¢ o l 

v1c1n1ty of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING.JR. when he got out of his 
car and observed Dr. KING standing on the second flo~r balco~y 
of the motel almost directly in front of Room 306, which had 
been Dr. KINGis room during his recent visit to Memphis. Dr. 
KING was leaning over the rail.which runs in front of an out­
side walkway running the length of the second floor motel 
portion, and MCCULLOUGH noticed no one else on the balcony 
with him at the time" 
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At this point, Which would probably have been close 
to 6:00 p.m., either shortly before or shortly thereafter, Mr. 
MCCULLOUGH walked back toward the car driv~~ by CLARA ESTER 
and Rev. BEVEL and Rev. ORANGE walked north on the parking lot 
toward the group of people who were standing there. 

Suddenly 9 MC CULLOUGB heard an explosive sound and 
recalled that he was standing and facing north when he first 
heard jt. He was standing south of the position occupied by 
Dr. KING and noted that the rail on which Dr. KING had been 
leaning runs north and south, and that KING would have been 
facing Mulberry Street, or to the west with his back facing 
the doorway of the motel and to the east. MCCULLOUGH was 
unable to adequately describe the sound other than it was 
rather loud and had a seeming echo to it. He has served in 
the u. s. Army and would offer an opinion based on his Army 
experience and limited knowledge of firearms that the noise 
which he heard was a gunshot sound. 

Immediately thereaftert someone in the crowd, identity 
not recalledtbY MCCULLOUGH stated in essence 9 "Dr. KING ha_s been 
shot.n MCCULLOUGH pointed out that he had been facing north 
when he heard the sound j and upon hearing the person say some­
thing to the effect that Dr. KING had been shot, he looked eas­
terly and upward toward the rail where Dr. KING bad been standing 
and observed Dr. KING falling ,Wckward in a southeasterly direc­
tion. It appeared as though :Or. KING may have been gr~sping 
with one of his hands for his throat area, although MCCULLOUGH 
could not be positi,ve as to the physical movement, if any, of 
Dr. KING'S hands. Almost immediately 1 MCCULLOUGH turned his 
head in a westerly direction looking across Mulberry Street, 
which runs north and soutbl) and saw no one either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings which face east toward the Lorraine 
Hotel and Motel. He saw no one in the area in the vicinity of 
the motel with a gun or a weapon of any sort. 

He saw no one running from the area in any direction. 

A few seconds later~ he recalled seeing a group of 
what he felt were·-Memphis Fire Department employees running 
from the rear entrance of the fire station which faces Main 
Street and ·wh(>se.rear entrance faces Mulberry Street and which 
is located just south of the motel» noting that these firemen 
seemed to be running toward the vicinity of the motel. 
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When MCCULLOUGH looked Up~rd again at the point 
where. Dr. KING had.fallen, he was first conscious of seeing 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON1 an SCLC staff member from Chicago, look~ng 
.out a •-doorway; of:a motel room just south of the .. room previously 
occupied by Dr. KING., JACKSON would have be~n looking in-a: 
westerly er. actually ·a northwes~l1 direction 1 because he- "ltas 
looking:~·tllward KING 's prone body : - · . · · 

.Almost instinctively, MC CULLOUGB ran up the outdoor 
iron. an~ eem.ent stairway.which leads to the balcony from the 
~ound )1\$;Jtel and which is located about two or three motel door~ 
south flit ib.~re KING' s ·ooay · reste~. He turned north. on the ~ l: ' 
cony ttion reaching the second fl_oor level, running toward Dr. 
IU:NG r s·~1:booy, and noticed tha·t Dr •. KING was lying prene in' a · ·• ; . ·' 
crosswi~e position with his he•~ 'pointing in a southeastei-ly 
dire~t:ii:on and his feet pointing' in a northwesterly direction, 
his f·e'e't being located adjacent to tbe protective railing. · 

l\tt'. MC WLLOUGH was the first person to reach th~ 
b~dy of ,»r. KING» and be kne~t down to Qr. K-lNG 's prone bod~i• 
Almost simul tane~usly, · one of the Negroes at the motel, ide~0 . 
t;i.·ty not recalled, handed MC CULLOUGH a towel which MC CULLOUGH 

· used to apply pressure. to the wounded area of Dr. •KING' s boa·y, · · 
which he recalled was on tie right side of his face in t~e 
immediate area of his cheekbone and running down into his· ·upper 
neck area. The wound was recalled by him to be a large wound, 
·not unlike a tear.· The flesh on Dr. KING's face on the right 
side the~eof appeared to be torn backward toward the rear of 
his- head area, and the wound appeared to start around the 
middle ()f his cheeld~one and conti:mme downfird into hi~, upper 
neck area. He also recalled seeing splotcbes of bloQd, pOssibly 
pinhead in size, in .the immediate vicinity of the large wcni~ded 
area., and his firs.t impression was that these may have been 

·minute pellet w(>unds, although he now 'feels that they were 
probably mere blood splotches or ~pots.· · 

MC CtJLLOUGH attempted to apply press~re to the wound 
in an effort to step the bleeding, as the bleeding was quite 
pr«>fuse at this time, and as he knelt-~down and obserwed Dr. 
KING's body in its prone position with his back facing·the 
conc;rfete floor and the front side of his b~.~y facing upward, 
the wo~:nd would have had to have been caused by a bullet or 
projectile coming toward Dr. KING from a north,~sterly direc­
tion since it entered the r~ght side of hi~ face and since KING 
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was last recalled being seen by him looking directly west as 
he stood against the hand railo It w~s his definite impres­
sion at the time» and he still holds to this impression, that 
the shot would have come from one of the buildings to the 
northwesto There is a'i series of old buildings located just 
west of the motel whose fronts would face on So Main Street, 
which is the next north-south street west of Mulberry. 

From the second story position of Dr. KING when he 
was shot, coupled with the position of the wound beginning 
around his cheekbone area and dropping down toward his neck 
area, he believes the shot· in all probabllity would have come 
from one of these buildings at an elevated level rather than 
from the ground area surrounding the buildings. · 

MCCULLOUGH also recalled that as he applied the 
pressure around Dr. KING's cheekbone and upper neck area with 
the towel, he was aware of an unusual odor whi~h was similar 
to the odor which one smells when a firecracker is exploded. 

Shortly thereafter 1 he was conscious of the fact that 
CLARA ESTER and MARY HUNT had come up onto the balcony and we~e 
standing ne&t:t: him~ By this time 9 there was no doubt in MC CUL­
LOOGH's mind that Dr; KING was dead. There was no movement in 
his body, and his eyes were immobile and hebbelieves they were 
open, al·though he could not be certain of this. He estimated 
he applied the pressure for one to two minutes 9 ~nd by this 
time, a number of Negroes had gathered around the body, and he 
recalled seeing Revo RALPH B, ABERNATHY? Dro KING's chief aide. 
ABERNATHY knelt down and began applying pressure with the towel 
which had originally been held by MCCULLOUGH. 

At this point, Revo ABERNATHY relieved MCCULLOUGH, as 
MCCULLOUGH noted that CURA ESTER and MARY :atJNT were crying and 
appeared to.be shaken considerably at the sight of Dr. KING's 
bodyo He was afraid they would become hysterical and he there­
after walked with them away from the area, They walked down the 
outside motel stairs to the south of Dr. KING 9s body onto· the 
parking lot area and stood a::roundo 
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BY this time, it would probably have been a few 
minutes after 6:00 p.m~» and he observed a large number of 
members of the Memphis Police Department and possibly the 
Shelby county Sheriff is Office in the immediate area. one 
of the officers;,-identity not recalled 9 asked all of the 
people in the immediatei' area to remain and not leave. 

He estimated that he stood around the parking lot 
area in the immediate hotel and motel area until close to 8:00 
p.m. and when no one had asked him specifically not to leave 
he left and returned to the Clayborn Temple. 

He had been to the motel on Wednesday, Apr 111. 3, 1968, 
with some of the SCLC people and representatives of tl'ie COME 
group, and at no time while around the Lorraine Motel did he 
recall seeing any ind;i.viduals he could consider to be suspic­
ious or who may have given the impression they were observ:i,ng 
the area other than the fact that he had from time to time 
seen law enforcement officers in the area. He was unable to 
pinpoint the exact times when he had seen this. 

MCCULLOUGH concluded that he knew of no suspects 
and had not recalled having heard any of his associates men­
tion any suspects or any suspicious persons who may have been 
frequenting the area of the motel during the day or two prior 
to Dr~ KING's death. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A~p_r_i_l_8_9_-_1_9_6_8 __ 

Revere~d RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, 690 La Verne Drive, N. W., 
Atlanta@ Geo~gi~~ w~~ interwiewed ~t the Memphis Police Department 
at 10~55 P~~ April 4 9 1968~ Rewere~d ABERNATHY w~s advised of 
the Agent's identity and of the n~ture of _the matter under investiga~ 
tion@ -

Reverend ABERNATH, who des©ribed himself as Vice President 
~t Large and Tre~surer of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference 9 ~tated he wa~ Dro MARTIN LUTDR KING, JR.'s .closest 
associate ~nd $t~ted that he and Dro KING ~lways shared a room 
whellllever tb.e·y travelled together •. He st:ai.ted that at about 10:30 a.m. 
olll! April 3 1 1968~ he and Dr. KING registel'ed at the Lorraine Motel, 
M~his 9 Tennessee. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated that on April 4, 1968, he and Dr$ 
KING did not leave the motel and ~pent mo~t of the day in their 
room 9 #306 9 which is loc~ted on the second floor of the motel~ 
He stated that he and Dr. KING had been gone from their room for 
approximately one hour or le~s when they returned to the room at 
about 5:30 p.m$ He said they got dressed as they were going to 
dinner at the home of Reverend BILLY KYLE and that at almost exactly 
6 p.m. they started to leave the room. Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a moment and Dr. KING walked o~t onto the balcony just outside 
the door to hi~ room. Reverend ABERNATHY was still inside the 
motel room but could hear Dr. KING di~c@ssing the dinner engagement 
with other associates who Reverend ABERNATHY believes were standing 
in the parkillllg area of the motel u~derneath and to the front of the 
balcony on which Dr. KING w~s st~nding. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated he he~rd wh~t sounded like a fire­
©r~©ker and then heard the s~rea~ of persons to whom Dr. KING had 
been t~l~ing. Reverend ABERNATHY we~t then to the balcony_ and dis­
cowered Dr. KING lying there wo@nded in the right side of the face 
and neck. Re said.he beliewed Dr. KING attempted to ~peak to him 
but was mnable to do ~o. Rewe~end ABERNATHY ~aid he i~structed 
someone to call an ambml~nce and then accomp~nied Dro KING in the 
~mbulan~e to the hospital where Dro KXN~ smbseqmently died. 
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Reveremid ABERNATHY s.tat®d that jtiuiging :fr<>m the sound 
of the noise it appeared that the shot came from directly in 
front of the door alllld not from any great distance. He stated 
he did not observe anything that wo~ld indicate who fired the 
shot. Reverend ABERNATHY alKii!o stated that while they were in 
the motel room Dr. KING did not, to his knowledge, receive any 
telephone call~ of a threatening nat1J1re or calls from persons 
who would llllot idell:lltify theuelves. Reverend ABERNATHY said 
Dr. KING had not feared that al!lly partic1J1lar persons mi,ght 
himrm him and Reverend ABERNATBY was Utl!ID.able to suggest any 
suspects or to prowide any ot~~~ informatio~ which might 
ai.ssist in idellitifying Dr. KING11 ~ killer. .. 
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Mrq CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE 9 123 West Madison Street, Chicago, 
IlliDois, wmi.s inteirwit!;lwed at tlllle Me!!illlplh\is Poli~e Headquarters at 
12~05 a"m~, April 5 9 1968. Mr~ ESDIOOE wa~ adwi~ed of the 
interviewing Agent's identity and of the nature of the matter 
under investigatiolll. 

Mr. ESKRIOOE 1 who identified himelf a~ General Counsel 
for the Southerlll Chri~tian Leader~hip Conference, advised that 
he arriwed in Memphis, Ten~es~ee, ~t approximately 11:30 a.m. 
on April 4, 1968. He stated he had been with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JRo during a portion of th~ day on April 4, 1968, and at 
about 5:45 p.m0 was ~tanding in the p~rking area of the Lorraine 
Motel when DrG KING walked out of his motel room onto the second 
floor balcony of the motel and leaned over and began to discuss 
his dinner engagement with other persons who were standing below 
the balcony. 

_, I 

Mr0 ESKRIOOE stated he was standing with his back to 
Mulberry Street and was facing DI>. KING when he heard to his 
right wear a sound like a firecracker. He looked to his rear 
momentarily to see if someone were behind him and when he looked 
toward DrQ KING again he saw him lying on his back on the balcony. 
Mre ESKRIDGE said he heard only one shot fired and he recalled · 
that Dr. KING was standing in front of his motel room at the 
time he was struck. He stated he belie~ed the shot came from 
the area of the house~ overlooking Mulberry Street or from the 
high grass in the yards which were behind the houses overlooking 
Mulberry Street. 

Mr. ESKRIOOE stated he had been standing in the parking 
area of the Lorraine Hotel for approximately 5 to 10 minutes 
prior to the shot and he had not observed anyone in the area who 
he believes might have fired the shot. He said he did not know of 
anyone who wished to harm Dr~ KING and he stated he had no other 
information which he felt might assist in identifying Dr. KING 9 $ 
killer .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ___ 4'--/_1-'3/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mre S000MON JONES, JRo, 374 Vance Avenue, Memphis, 
who is employed as a funeral director for R. S, Lewis and Sons 

_at the same addres~ was interviewed at the Lorr~ine Motel, 406 
Mulberry 0 Memphisa 

Mro JONES advised that he had been serving as 
chauffeur for Dre MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., on Dro KING's last 
trip to Memphis$ He believed that he had started driving for 

~Dr_. KING on April 1 0 19680 He stated that Reverend JAMES IAWSON 
of Memphis had requested him to drive Dro KING while he was in 
Memphiso 

On Wednesday night 0 April 3q l968u Dro KING spoke 
at the Mason Temple in Memphis and after the speech returned 
to the Lorraine Motel 0 406 Mulberryu Memphiso Dre KING told 
him to report back to the Lorraine Motel on Thursday morning, 
April 4 0 19680 at 8i30 aomou as Dro KING was due to go to 
court in Memphis in regard to a restraining ordero 

Mr .. JONES stated that. on Thursday morning., April 4, 
1968 0 be returned to the Lorraine Motel at about 8:30 a.m., 
which motel is located at 406 Mulberry. He stated this motel 
is located on the east side of Mulberry S~reet and is bordered 
on the north by Huling Avenue and on the south by East Butler. 

He advised that he parked the car,which was used to 
drive Dre KING and which car was a 1967 Cadillac and belonged 
to the R. s. Lewis and Sons Funeral Homeo in the parking area 
of the Lorraine Motel .. He parked this car in front of Room 
201 which is on the ground level of t.he Lorri:dne Motel,. The 
car was headed into the motel area which would have been in an 
easterly directiono 

A short time after he arrived Reverend ANDREW YOUNG, 
an associate of Dro KING 0 oo~tacted JONES and stated that Dr$ 
KING was not going to go to court on the morning of April 4, 
1968 0 and YOUNG was going to go to court .. Reverend YOUNG (" 
informed JONES that he was to remain at the motel as Dre KING 
was to lat.er that day address the sanitation workers. i 
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JONES advised that he rem~i~ed at the Lorraine 
Motel and ate his lunch at the motelQ At about 3i00 p.mee 
April 4 0 1968 0 Reverend BILLY KIZER (phonetic), a minister in 
Memphis 6 informed JONES that Dro KING and other members of his 
staff were going to have dinner at Reverend KIZER's home at 
about 5i00 pemoe April 4 0 19680 

Mro JONES stated that Dr~ KING did not leave the 
motel area the entire day of April 4o 1968 0 and JONES stated 
that he stayed in this area the entire dayo 

He advised that DrQ KING and his group did not leave 
the motel at 5g00 p...m~1 as had been originally mentioned to him 
by Reverend KIZER. At approximately 6~00 pomoo April 4, 1968, 
JONES noticed Dr., KING come out. of @J. room on the balcony · 
level of the Lorraine Motel which room was north of Room 306 
where Dr. KING was residinge Dro KING proceeded to Room 306 
and as he was about to enter the room Dro KING told JONES to 
start the car as they were preparing to go to dinner. JONES 
stated he started the car and Dro KING went into Room 306 
where he was staying with Reverend ABERNATHY. 

Dr. KING came out of Room 306 a short time later and 
was standing on the balcony area in front. of Room 3060 At this 
time Dr~ KING was fully dressede Dre KING was looking from the 
balcony level down to JONES who was standing beside the car on 
the ground level. JONES advised the car was still parked in. 
front of Room 2010 Dro KING was talking to JONES about the 
weather and JONES stated he told Dro KING he s~ould put on 
a topcoat as it was cool outsideo He stated that be was 
looking up at Dro KING d~ring this conversation and Dro KING 
was facing we~t and that he 0 JONES, was facing easto Dr. KING 
acknowledged JONES concerning obtaining his topcoat. 

JONES stated while he was still looking at Dr. KING 
he heard a sound which he thought was a fire crackero Dr. KING 
fell to the floor of the walkway in,front of Room 306. At this 
point JONES could see blood coming from Dro KING. and realized 
the sound was actually a shot rather than a fire cracker. 
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JONES stated that he started $Creaming and calling for help 
and repeatedly called f:ileveral time~ 00 Dr o KING I s been shot o " 

He advised that at the time of the shooting that 
JESSE JACKSON, a staff member of Dre KING 0 was standing. at 
Room 305., He also recal;led that Dro KING's lawyer by the 
n~e of ESKRIDGE of Chit:fago"' Illinois0 was standing near JONES 
on the ground Level. 

After $eeing Dro KING bleeding and realizing that 
he was shot 0 JONES stated that he and ESKRIDGE did not run 
to the side of Dre KING a::s; others were coming to Dro KING~s aid. 
However/} he and ESKRIDGE turned west since that was the direction 
in which the shot had originated 0 and went toward Mulberry 
Street which street is located on the front portion of the 
motelo They ran about 50 feet and stopped opposite the 
office of the motelo JONES stated he and the lawyer both 
then looked around and ~aw nothing. JONES stated he ran 
about another ten feet we~t and stopped at the edge of 
the sidewalk in front of the motel and S1tood beside a brick wall, 
He srtated ESKRIDGE also ran up to same area opposite hime 1

'· 

He advised when he reached this po1nt he looked opposite the 
point where he was ~tanding which was also the driveway area. 
He looked opposite the driveway area toward the west side 
of Mulberry Streeto This area has a l~rge retaining walle 
Immediately above the retaining wa~l is a grassy area with some 
small shrubs and bushe~o This area is behind some bwdings 
facing Sq:uth Main Streerto He got a quick glimpse of a person 
with his back toward Mulberry Streeto 

He estimatedidhe per$on he glimpsed would have been 
approximately 60 feet from where he was standin.ge He pointed 
out it was dusk dark and he merely got a quick glimpse of 
someone in that areae He stated that it was the back of this 
individual and he could not tell whether the person was 
Negro or whitee This person was moving rather fast and he 
recalls that he believed he was wearing ~ome $Ort of light 
colored jacket with some ~ort of a hood or parkae He stated 
this, person apJ?.e~red to ll,im to ~ abp.Qt. SO 11 °~ or ad little taller p 

He did not ~ee him ~arrying anyt in h1snand an did not 
notice anything ~on~erning his dre$~ below his waist~ 
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He said he could not tell anything further abou~ 
this individual and it could have been 'an officer, but he' 
coul.d not furnish any further details concerning thismdividu~~ •. , 

. . ' !', 

Be related that he did not look to hi~ left or south 
"mi· Mulbe.rry St.reet.o Aft.er taking a q1lllick glimpse he immediately 
ran.back to the mot.el area where Dro KING was loeatedo He ran· 
up the· middle stairway of the motel which stairway was opposite 
Room 308/ As he was running up the stairway be noticed a red · 
ambulance.had arrived and he ~elieved this ambulance was a Memphi~ 
Fire Department smbulancee · 

A~ this point he st~t.ed he.was in •uch a state of 
shock that so.m.eone putbim in Rocma 308 and he had to lie down 
for a moment" While t~.J.,rere pl~cing Dr.. KING into the· 
~ulanc'e, LEE BERNA~ ·.m iaim of Dr .. KING, came into Room 30ij 
and told him to calm down and f(()r hi• to drive the car and 
follow Dr .. KING•s ambulan@e .. JONES stated he drove the @ar·whi~h 
had been used· for· Dr., KING and followed· the ambulance to the 
hospital. · In the @a~ with him vas Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and 
LEE BERNARD. 

J''! ., 
/, 

.. 

I 

'] 
I 
I 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date ---=4,,_/=l=l/'-6=--=8=------

Rev~ BERNARD SOOTT LEE, 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta, 
GeGrgia, was interwiewed at the Poli©e Dep~rtment, Memphis, 
Tennessee 9 in tlhle presenc~ j>f Lt o TOM MARSHALL, Hcnniieide 
Bureau~ Memphis Police Department.. ~v ~ LEE voluntarily 
furnished the following info:nnation: 

Rev. LEE st~ted that he ciilme to Memphis on April 3, 
1968 9 with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo, and h:.ai:d been staying 
at the Lorraine Motel since his ~rrival. He,was registered 
in Room 205 and was alone in that room. He advised tha.t. 
Dr. KING was registered in Room 306 with Rev. ABERNATHY!}, and 
their room was immediately above his rand one door south:of , 
his.unit. 

Rev. LEE stated th~t he and DrQ KING and.all members, 
of their party had been around the Lorraine Motel most of the 
day. He advised that he dressed for dinner and left his 
motel room at approximately 5 :.45 to 5: 50 P.,Mt and went to the 
court yard of the. wrr~.ine Motiel where he joined other, 
members of the staff of. the Southern Clturistian Le::adership . 
Conference (SCLC) ~U'l\d loc11tl community people~ LEE. stated,, at 
that time he was stranding about.three feet from the steps· 
on the'north e,nd of the court yard which led to the second 
floor of the motel. He s~id he saw Dr. KING come out of 
his room· at approximately 6:00 P.,M. and Dr. KING walked out 

·on the balcony in front of tb~t room. Rev. LEE stated about 
that time his attention w~s directed t©J two female workers,' 
names unknoWD! 9 who were following one of the stat·f cats of 
SCLC as they dr©ve into the Lorraine _Motel. He said as,he 
was looking at these individual:s 9 he herard a shot ~nd knows 
that .the shct came from across the street in front of Dr. 
KING 0s room and which would be coming from the west. Rev.· 
LEE said he immedi~tely realized that this was not a -fire­
cra.cker and that it was a shot from a high caliber rifle. 

:, '•,;•,, 

Her said. he based this cm his experience in the U. s. Air 
Force and pointed out that he h~s fired the M-2 carbine as 
well as the .22 ~aliher rifle. · H~ said h@ immediately knew 
that this was not a blast from a. shotgultil but from a high calibe:f 
rifle,. Rev. LEE stl01ted he immedi:a.tely looked toward the 
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tmildings which WEn·e to tlhle west of him b'Ut said he did not ' :. ' 
see anyone in any of the windows of these buildings who cQuld 
ha.ve fired that shot. Be s!llid he only recalls seeing some · 
white police officers who bad shotguns but knew at the time 
that this shot was not from a shotgun but from a high caliber 
rifle. Re~. LEE said he turned'and looked at Dr. KING and s~WI 
that he had fallen back aiITtd was lying on the floor of the · · · 
balcony~ He said he believed that he saw Dr. KING's hands 
leave the railing of the balcony and that this indicated't9., · 
him that Dr. KING was leaning over the baicony rail at. the ' 
time of the ·shooting. Rev. LEE said he saw Rew. YOUNG 
running up the steps which were cm the north end of the mot,1 
leading up to the second floor 1 and he immediately started 
to where Dr. KING was, following behind Rev. YOUNG. He said 
when he reached Dr. KING, Dr. KING was lying on the balconr 
floor in a large pool of blood. He advised that he could 
tell that a bullet had torn out a section 0>f the right side 
of Dr. KING 9 s face between the high cheek bone and the 
lower bone of the jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one ,, , 
of the police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an· 
ambulance and he said an ambulance appeared on the scene 
shortly thereafter. 

Rev. LEE pointed out that he only heard one shot. and 
is of the positive opinion that this shot came from a hig.h ·:· 
power~d rifle and definitely not any type of a shotgun. He 
advised he did not see any@ne fleeing the area around the 
motel who might have any connection witb the person who shot 
Dr. KING and stated that at the ti~e of. the shooting he did not 
see anyo!D.e on the _balcony of the mo.tel with Dr •. KING. ,, 

Revo LEE continued by advising that the only in­
dividuals he can identify by name who'_ were in the court yard· 
of the Lorraine Motel at tbte time of the ~:ihooting were Rev •. 
ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, and Mr. SOLOMON . 
JONES. Rev. LEE stimted that there were o.ther individuals ·: 
at the motel at the time of the shooting but he cannot 
identify them by n~me. Rev. LEE stated that Rev. ABERNATHY 
was in Room,306 at the time of the shooting and was probably 
the first p(erson to ~rrive at Dr. KING's side after the 
shooting. Rev. LEE stated that when he arriv~d at the place 
where Dr. KING was lying, Dr. KING was unconscious but did 
attempt to make some sounds which he could not understand. 
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Rev. LEE advised that Dr. KING wms put in an ambulance, and 
Rev. ABERNATHY accomp~nied him t@ the h@spital. 

Rev. LEE ~dvised that he b~s ~o idea who is 
responsible for shooting Dro KING ~nd s~id he noticed nothing 
at the time of the shooting which might be of value to identity 
this individual. He reiterated that he was not looking at 
Dr. KING at the time he was shot but was looking in the area 
of the court yard around the Lorraine Motel. He stated the$e 
are all of j:he facts th.rat he c~n recall at the present time 
regarding the shooting of Dr. KING and the events which happened 
immediately after the shooting. 

51 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4/'-9-'/'-6_8 _____ _ 

Rev. ANDREW,J". YOUNG, 1088 Veltre Circle, S.W.~f 
Atlanta, Georgia, home telephone 153=8328, business tele~· 
pbene 522-1420, was interviewed by Detective R" R. DAVIS, 
Homicide Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Pc lice Department,· ·and 
SA EUGENE G. DOUGLASS at the Memphis ~lice Department at 
app:roxima·tely 11:00 P.M. 

Rev. YOUNG advised that he is the Executive Vice 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). He stated that on April 4, 19G8, at approximately 
6:00 P.M, he was at the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, Memphis 1,: 

He advised that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
oceupied Room 306 of this motel. and Rev .. YOUNG occupied 
Room.289. He stated that at approximately 6;08 P.M., April 4, 

,1968, they were preparing to go to dinner with other members 
·· of the SCLC staff. Be advised th:ai. t Dr. KING was standing on 

the second floor en the balcony portion of the motel and· Bev .• 
YOUNG was down· in the court yard jlist below Dr. KING. He · · 
advised that Dr~ KING came out onte the balcony in front of 
Room 306 of the aotel and ealled down to :M:r;f1 SOLOMON JONES,, 
.JR., who was standing on the ground level ancl advised 
·qt121?t'ai JONES to start the motor of the car. Rev. YOl:JNG stated 
that he overheard :Mt::'•/ JONES say to Dr. KING, 1'I think you 
need a coat" and then Rev. YOUNG advised that a staff member 
drove up in a ear on the driveway of the motel, and he turned 
away to look at this individual. 

At this point he stated he heard a sound and tbought 
it was a firecracker but then he looked up and observed Dr, 
KING lying on his back e>n tile floor of the balcony of Room.· 
306. Rev. YOUNG stated he ran up the stairs to Dr. KING a,nd . 
observed tha.t Dr. KING was seriously .wounded. Be then looked 
across the street and observed police officers coming from 
the area where he thought tk® shot may have come from but 
stated he observed no one else • 

., Rev. YOUNG advised that the police officers then 
called for a Memphis Fire Departmemt ambulance and he stated 
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h~ helP®d cover Dr. KIN@ with~ bl~nk@t a~d stated b.e ebserved 
th~t Dr. KING was l@~in1 bl@@d ~apidly. H~ stated that at 
tlllis time he cb.ecked Dr o KINIG O :s p~ls@ ®.nd m@ted .it was very 
strGng. He st~ted t~is was just prior t@ the arrival cf the 
amb~lan~e, but he ~@ti©~d bl@@d c@ming frem the wound on the 
right side of Dr. KIN@ 0s ~~Cko 

Rev. YOUNG st$ted that wheD ~® referred t@ the area 
from whi@~ he ·thoug~t t~® sh@t had ©@me, he w~s referring 
to wi.. lrarge clump cf bu!&lbes wlhlich is . lc®?a,t@d on the west side 
~f Mulberry' directly @pposit~ fmm the area where Dr. KING's 
r~om was located. He p@inted ~ut that tb.e motel is located 
on the e~st side ~f M~lberry. He ~tat~d ~e w~s standing 
0111 the ground level b@l«l>W D:ir. KING talldm1 to $1. staff member, 
w~ose n~me ~e could ~ot r~@all 9 whe~ he ~~ard the sound which 
he. l~ter determined t~ b~ ~ ,~~shot. H~ st~ted that he.would 
net· ~~ve b®en able t~ @bs@rwe ~ fl~sh from a g~n being fired 
o~ th~ west sid® of Mulb@rry ~s the swimming pGOl wall 
bloeud hi~ view fr@m th~t are$. 

He ~inted out t~~t immedi~tely after seeing Dr. 
KING f~ll he ran upstair~ to a~sist Dr. KING and then looked 
a~rcss t~e street but did mwt see ~nJ ~$rs le~ving the scene 
iD ~ hurry ~nd saw ~o i~diwidu~ls w~@ h® felt e~uld have been 
re~p©~sibl@ fer the sbooting. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 15, 196a 

CEOLAR SHAVERS, 610 F Brownmall, Clayborn Homes, 
Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following information: 

She advised that she formerly was employed as a maid 
at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and that she was on duty on the 11:00 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. shift on April~ and 4, 1968. 

She also stated that sometime around 6:00 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968, pursuant to instructions from her employer, 
Mr. WALTER BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Hotel and Motel, she was 
proceeding along the' second level of the motel on the balcony 
in a southerly direction to clean two rooms, which had not been 
taken care of by the ~aid assigned to these rooms. It was 
not normally her responsibility to clean these rooms, but 
the other maid left work at about 5:30 p.m. without attending 
to them. 

She stated she had not as yet passed Room 306, but 
estimated that she was in front of Room 304 proceeding in the 
direction of Room 306 when she heard what she thought was a shot. 
She stated the sound was very loud, and caused her to drop some 
sheets, which she had been carrying, and that it frightened 
her quite a bit. 

She stated that right after hearing the sound, she 
looked down into the courtyard parking lot area, and saw many 
people beginning to assemble. She advised that she then looked: 
in a northwesterly direction toward some buildings where she 
believed the sound came from. She stated that she did not see 
anyone, and definitely did not see anyone in the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street nor did she see anyone running away 
from these bushes. 

She also stated that she had been employed at the 
Lorraine for about six weeks, and during that time cannot 
recall seeing or hearing anything suspicious nor anything which 
she would consider to be connected with the assassination of 
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JR. 

She further advised that after being startled by the loud 
noise,which sounded to her like a shot, she was very frightene~ 
and did not look at DR. KING. She did not see him get hit. 
She did look at him shortly thereafter, and saw him as he fell 
to the ground. She remembers looking at his feet as he fell. 

She stated she then quickly went down the steps to 
the ground level, and recalls nothing else relating to the 
sound. • ,.,, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date 4/Ja'p8 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Motel and Hotel, 
406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following 
information: , 

He has owned the Lorraine Motel and Hotel since 1945 
and Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had stayed there on approximately 
twelve occasions since 1958. To the best of his knowledge, 
Dr. KING had never received any threats on his life while staying 
at the hotel~ To .his knowledge, no one,.,had been acting in a 
suspicious manner, ·'such as asking questions about Dr. KIN(Ws 
whereabouts, nor bad he heard of anyone walking or driving up 
Mulberry looking as if he were 11casing11 or "sizing upn the 
location during any of Dr. KIN(Ps visits. 

He stated he did not know Dr. KING very well but ·oe~ 
lieved he was acting very strangely on April 4 1 1968. He ·sa,;:l..;c!"•-t·hat 
Dr. KING normal,ly was very •busines~like in manner and nee:- lljoked 
aroundn but on that date at the moiel he was very jovial and. was 
'

1teasing and cutting upn. He believed this type of behavior was 
outi of ·character with Dr. KING 1 s past activities and thought it 
strange but could attach no meaning or significance to it .. 

Mr. BA.ILEY said he heard what he thought was a shot 
at approximately 6:00 p.m., on Apr~.l 4, 196~, while he was in 
the northern lower section of his hotel. He could feel the 

Entire hotel shak~ when the shot werit off. He ra,n outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING lying on the balcony in•front of his 
room, which was #306. He said confusion was all around the 
hotel ad he could not recall any details after looking up at 
Dr. KING. 

He said he had absolutely no intormation or thoughts 
on the assassination of Dr. KING but would notify the FBI 
should he acquire any information of value. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 ,· Date · 4/l2/68 

OLIVIA HAYES, maid, Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that she was 9n 
duty ·at that motel from 12:00 noon_until 8:00 p.m., Ap;z:il 3 and 
4, 1968. 

She advised that she was:"cle:aning upn the rooms on 
April 3, 1968, and worked as a desk clerk on April 4, 1968~ t ,11 

She advised that she was not in a position to observe 
anyone on Mulberry Street on April 3, 1968, since she was 
cleaning up on the inside. She further advised that she could 
not observe Mulberry Street from h~r location behind the-desk. 
on April 4·, 1968, and did not see ~nyone on Mulberry When she 
took · her-- work breaks . 

HAYES said thatm one made inquiries concerning Dr. 
KING to her and no one acted suspiciously on either date, that 
she could recall. 

She stated she could recall nothing relating to the 
assassination of Dr, KING and could furnish no ·information at 
all. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 

MARY ELLEN NORWOOD, Desk Clerk and cook, Lorrai'ne, 
,. Motel and Hotel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee,, 
furnished. the· following information: ·· '· 1 

' : ' 
. 'L 

She worked from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.,:•Apri~·~~•'· 
,and April 4,. 1968, at the Lorraine Hotel in .the kitclien. · 'i:•••: 
cooking food.• She heard a shot around 6 : 00 p. m. on Apri 1 4, t 
1968, and ran out of the kitchen, out the back door on· the ':,·.· 
eastern side of the hotel, looked around, but saw·nothing 
and re"'.'entered the hotel and ran out of the main entrance 
on the east side of the hotel. She looked up and saw Dr~ 
KING lying on the balcony in front of room. 306, but at·} no 
time did she look in a· westerly direction towards South Main 
Street. She said she has no other information concerntng ·>the 
assassination or Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,, and would · 
immediately n~tify the FBI should. she.recall or obtain any 
further information. 
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1 Date __ 4-.:/ ..... 1 ..... 2 ..... / ..... 6 ..... 8'-----~ 

EUNIS E~ MILLER, cook and waitress, Lorraine Motel and 
Hotel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that 
she worked at the hotel from 7:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. on 
April 3 and 4, 1968~ She said she had absolutely no infor: 
mation regarding the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 1 
tTR. 9 as she worked ins:id e the hotel both days and was not · 
outside at all during her working hours. 

She advised she would notify the FBI should she 
remember or obtain any information regarding the assassination. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_p_r_i_l_l_0_,~1_9_6_8--'_ 

Mr~ GUY WARREN CANIPE, JR~t 1078 Brower Road 9 

Memphisj Tennessee, telephone number 324-0344, owner of 
Canip~ Amusement Company~ 424 South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tenne~~ee, telephone number 525-0439 9 furnished the following 
information to Lt. J. Do HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis · 
Police Department 9 and Special Agend; FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON:. 

He ha~ been in busine~~ in the South Main Street 
area for the past twenty year~. Hi.[lj ~tore had been closed 
and unattended most of the day, April 4~ 1968, he having 
been with Mr~ EDWIN BODENHEIMER 9 180 Clark Place, Memphis, 
one 6f his competitors and a close friend, during the day~ 
He had left his store around 9:00 or 9:30 A.M~ and did not 
return until after 5:00 PoM0 

Soon after he returned 1 two Negro males came into 
his store and started looking at phonograph records on some. 
shelves on the south side of the store near the front door? 
He had been playing records on a 99Jukeboxw' located toward the 
front of the stores He did not hear a shot or noise which ,., 
he thought might be a shot anytime around 6:00 P.Me One of 
the Negro men was overheard by him subsequently to say that 
he, the customer, did hear a shot. 

Sometime around 6:00 PoM. (although he has no way 
of fixing the time) 9 he heard a ~9thudn in the vicinity of 
the front door of his store. He looked up to observe a 
bundle lying in front of the door to his ~tore. He pointed 
out that the front door of his store is offset or located in 
a recess off the sidewalk. Almost fSlimul t_aneously as he looked 
up after hearing thisi uti:l!ud~ n hie saw a white man walking 
south on the sidewalk in front of his store. 

After he~itating momentarily, Mr& CANIPE walked 
out onto the sidewalk, looking in both directions to see 
what happened to the man who obviously had dropped this 
bundle$ As he did thi~ 9 a white small car, possibly a compact, 
pulled away from the curb on the east. ~ide of Main Street 
at a point just south of his ~tore, There was only one man 
in the mtr 9 namely the driver -
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When Mr e CANIPE looked n@rth on Main S.treet. ,he . : 
saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly cm the ~idewalk on, .the . 
eist sidle of Main 9 approaching Mr~ CANIPE 9 thisi Deput,1 havi,.,g.i 
hi~ revolver drawn. Mr o . CANIPEt concluding that ll.llometh:i~g : · ' 
unu~ual had ju~t occi1i:1rredj · immediately ~tepped back into 1 • 

his store,. This Deputy proceeded south on the ·sid~walk ~ast 
hi$! ~tore, not stopping~ /A short time later after other: . 
officer~ had arrived, he ~aw thi~ ~ame Deputy and talked· 
to himQ He does riot khow his naimeo 

After additioiruil officer~ arrived 1 their attentioirf: 1 

ti 
was called to the bundle lying to the front of CANIPE!s stor,~ 

As to the cont~nt~ of the bundle or package whic~ 
he observ:ed 1 he pointed out that it appe'ared to be a rather· 

l i:,, '•' 

large pa~teboard box aboi1t the ~ize he would expe!f!t a sho;tgu:n ,! ,, 

or' lrifle to be shipped in& The top •Of thi~ box was ajar a.-id -':1 
. '·' 

·he ob~erwed a portion of a. gun barrel~ There was some type 
cloth over the top of this bundle 9 whi©h .cloth was green' in• 
color and which impre~~ed him as po~sibly being a curtain of 
~ome kind.. In obse ing this bundle he noticed that the 1

J .. · 

pasteboard bo~lflli4F~ le word vqarowning" on it~ ije also saw, . Jt.· 
some type of Su tease or brief ca~e underneath 'the clp:th~· l.:.,,;. . ·1, •.,, 

<c' As to the parking situation in frcmt of his stor/E//:,, , •:,1./'-','i 
M11:". CANIPE furnished the following iimformat:ion: ·' ··.,, 

In front of his ~tore on the east side of Main 
there are three :parking spaces between a fire · plug an,9 a 
driveway: south of his store. He us1.ially is. able to p'ark 'in 
one of these spaces$ However, when. he arrived a"l;,,,•·his store 
after 5~00 P4M~, April 4 9 1968 9 all three of these spaces 
were filled .and he had to park his: 1962 red ~ta,tion wagon at 

.. a point ~ou.th of the above mentioned driveway o He does not 
recall noticiimg the make and model of the three cars :parked 
in these ~paces, but he is certaiim that there was a white 
smaller car~ possibly a Valiant or Comet,, parked, in the 
Jn:arking space n.eare~t his door (which will be r_eferred to 
as parkiIDJ,g space number. one) a . He, doe~,- not reca,11, the,.~,ar;s · 
parked in spaces two and three·~.:>uth of' this whife car:;, .. 

He i.~ c~Tt~i.n in hi!§l own mind that the white small 
~ar he ~aw pull away from the ~u~b a~ he looked out of his 
door, as outlilfi(%d above 1 wa~ parked iim either .number two .... ,· : , 
-parking space or number three parking' Space 1 but he does n.Qt· ,·:, 
know which of these spaces th.is car was parked in •. He cannot ,\ 
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• 
further d~scribe th.e car that pulled away~ but he heard one 
of the Negro male customers tell the Poli~e that this car 
that pulled. away was a Mustang. He definitely knows the 
car was white and was sure that the car was a smaller car, 
postSibly a compact ~ar 9 rather than a full-siz~ average 
American·car such a~~ standard model Ford or Chevrolet. 
He stated that it would be hi~ judgment that the car was 
at least a 1965 o:ir later model. He di.d not observe the 
license plates at all. 

Based upon the period of time which elapsed from 
the time he heard the nthudv~ near his front door until the 
time h.e walked out o.f hi~ front door a:nd saw the white sffliall 
car pulling away, coupled with the fact that he did not see 
a ma.n proceeding south on the sidewa.lk as he looked south, 
Mr~ CANIPE feel~ that the man who had dropped or thrown the 
bundle in front of hi~ store wa~ the man driving the whit'e 
~mal~•r:'t;,ia.<~ away from the cmrb, as outlined abov~. He onlf 
km::tws;.>.th~ t this man in the ~:m~ll white car drove north 95l 
Main pa~t. his front door. He doe~ not know whether the · · 
car turneia off Main Street at the next block or whether it 
continued to proceed north on Main Streetq He does not 
think that the car wa~ traveling unusually.fast and he did 
not hear the tire~ g'screech9

' a~ the car left. 

As to a de~cription of the man who dropped the 
bundle and walked ~outh on Main pa~t hi~ ~torej Mr. CANIPE 
~tated that he only had the o:pportimity to view this man 
momentarily, ~eeing the ba@k of thi~ man. He stated he saw 
the man•~ back and the mani~ left side ~nly. He stated he 
did not see the man's face unle~~ :po~~ibly he got a 
fleeting glance at the left ~ide of the man 9 s face~ Mr. 
CANIPE furni~hed the following de~cription of this man: 

Race~ 
Sex~ 
Age~ 
Height: 
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White 
Male 
25 - 30 1 possibly dlder 
5'10n = 6' 
(at fir~t placed height at 
6 feet but on reflection 
~t~ted man might be shorter 
and in no event could he 
be ©ertain as to approxi­
nuil.t® height) 
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We:lgbt: 

Build: 
Hair: 

L 

i 
\' 

17 5 .., 200 po:unds · , ., 
(at first estimated weig~~ :: .. 
at 170 - 185 1 stating ,if, : 
ma11ll is ~s tall as 6 ·feet·· · 
,tbein he might weigh a~1 'muc.4 
as 200t as he gained' , ·· 
impres~ ion man was "ehunky,,!)1 

f~clhmnkyi' , · · · · 
Dark 9 cut normally , . · , ,: • 
(definitely barebeadedf 
Gained impression man w~ari'1g 
dark colored suit ,·.. ' 
Very clean, neat in :a.P.pei:aran~e, 
clean cut;, · · · · 

Mr .. CANIPE advised that no one was in lhlis sto:ll?e .. at, 
· the time 'of the. above related iJ.mcident otber than the two 
Negro:males 9 one·of whom bas been purchasing records from 
him in .the past, the other not being recalled as a former , 
c:mstomer. He stated that he can.not recall any oth~r persons, . ' 
in the immediate vicinity at the time 1 and the next person 
he saw after seei:ng the unk:nown man who dropped or threw · 
down the bundle was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff who· 
was walking rapidly on the east side of Main Street toward 
CANIPE's store, having his gun drawn, when Mr. CANIPE looked 
out the door a~ outlined above.. He described this Deputy: ·· 
as a white male, age twenty to thirty i bareheaded, 5 '· 10'', 
165 pounds, wearing a Sheriff's Office uniform and defini·tely 
having the Shelby Couimty Sher,iff 's Office in!Signia on h.is ~u,.m, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 bate __ A..._p_r_~._.l_l_O_,_,·____,_·l_,__9_,6_8_· 

Mr. BERNELL FINLEY~ 1468 Kyle, Memphis, Tennessee, 
home telephone number 275-6524, who stated that he is an· ' 
offset pressman at the Church of God in Christ Publishing 
House, 930 Mason Street, Memphis, Tennessee 1 telephone 
number 526-1169 1 was interviewed! at his home by Lt. J, D,.~. 
HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department, and 
Spe~ial Agent FRANKLIN Lo JOHNSON. He furnished the 
following information: 

He got off work at approximately 5:20 P.M,, 
April 4 1 1968, and he and a fellow employee, JULIUS'GRAHA.M, 
drove in Mr,. FINLEY's car, a 1964 white, four-door Rambler, 
directly to Canipe Amusement Company, 424 South Main Street,;-· 
where they wanted to look over some old phonograph records~· · 
As they proceeded north on So-uth Main Street to the vio.ini ty , , 
of this store, they observed that all of the parking spaces 
in the block in front of CANIPE's store on the east side.of 
Main were filled with automobiles. They continued north on 
S · th Main to Huling Street, turning right and parking Mr,. 
FI !Y's car near a driveway under construction in the first 
blt~ east of Main Street. They walked direc~ly to Canipe 
Am~sement Company. He estimated they arrived there about 
5:30 P.M. There were no customers in Canipe Amusement 
Company other than Mr. FINLEY and Mrs GRAHAM. The two of 
them proceeded to look at old records in shelves on the south 
side of the store near the front of the store. The owner, 
Mr. CANIPE, was playing the ?

9jukebox~ u 

Sometime around 6:00 P~M., Mr. FINLEY heard a 
noise that sounded like a shot. He does not know whether 
Mr. GRAHAM or Mr$ CANIPE heard this noise, as they said 
nothing and he said nothing., He attached no .particular , 
significance to hearing this noise at the time, but continue. 
to look at records~ Shortly thereafter.and certainly within· 
a matter of just a minute or so, he heard a second noise near 
the front door of CANIPE's store$ He, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. 
CANIPE all immediately looked to the front door where they 
saw a box or package or bundle lying immediately in front 
of the door of this store. As his attention was attracted 
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to this box OF' pack~ge 9 he al~o ~?!lW &ll man w~lking rapidly. 
south on the sidew~lk on the east side of Main 1 it being 
obvious that thi$ wa~ th~ per~on who had dropped or thrown 
the package in front of CANIPEij~ ~toret there being no one 
el~e around in that area and the box o~ package not having 
been there earlier. 

Mr c FINJL~EY r~c~ll~ that Mr. CANIPE walked up to 
the door and Mr. FINLEY followed him. Mr. CANIPE opened 
the door and started outside but imm~diately backed up and 
said, 0 Get back: 9 there's ~ome kind of trouble out here and 
I don't want no part of i't." Immediately thereafter, Mr. 
FINLEY saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk 
south on Main, with his gun drawn, this Deputy not stopping 
but continuing south on Main im1 the same direction in which 
the above mentioned unknown man had walked. A few minutes 
thereafter he saw thi~ same Deputy in front of CANIPE's sto~e 
with his gun still drawn looking up as though he were trying 
to observe the upper storie~ of the buildings in the vicini tjy\~· 
A nt.umber of other officers arrived immediately thereafter, '' 1 

all of them being on foot. 

Just about the time that Mr~ CANIPE started out 
of the front door of the !Sltore, Mr. FINLEY heard the "sc.reeoJ\" 
of tires and looked up to see a white Mu~tang speeding north 
on Main pa~t CANIPE's stores 

Mr. FINLEY explained that there was a car parked 
in front of CANIPE's ~tore and therefore he did not get a 
full view of the car which had ~~ed away~ but he did see 
the rear portion of the roofline 9 a~ well a~ the trunk of 
the speeding car 1 and the~e is no question in his mind that 
this was a white car and there ha~ bean no question in his 
mind but what the car wa~ a Mu~tang. 

At the time tbi~ car sp~d away 9 Mr. FINLEY stated 
that he did not as~ociate the ~peeding white Mu~tang with 
the man who had dropped the box or package$ but after he 
learned what had o~~urre~ and after reflecting on the matter, 
he is now of the opin.ion that the man who dropped the package 
and walked south on the ~idewalk past CANIPE's store was 
probably the man who go'it: into the white Mustang and sped away 
from the area 9 going north on Main$ A~ nearly as he can 
recall the sequence of the events, this white Mustang sped 
away from the curb moment~ before the Deputy Sheriff walked 
south past CANIPE•~ store. 

-
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As to the cars in the parking spaces in front-of 
and to the south of CANIPE 0s store on the east side of Main, 
Mr~ FINLEY advised that the oar in the first position (1that 
is, the car in front of CANIPE's store) was there when he 
firs·t arrived at CANIPE~s store and was there when he 
eventually left the areac He ~tated that after he had been 
questioned by Police and left CANIPE 0 s store, there were 
no other vehicles i:mmediately'behind the car in front of 
CANIPE's store" He stated he was not in po1SJition to tell 
whether the _speeding white Mustang pulled away from a parking· 
space immediately behind the car which remained parked in 
front of CANIPE'~ store 9 or whether possibly it pulled away 
fr(l)m a parking. space :f~ her south of this point. 

Mr, FINLEY stated that he simply did not observe 
whether there was one or more occupants in the speeding, 
Mustang, and he did not ob~erve the licen~e plates on this 
Mustang. He stated that the Mustang was one of the standard, 
varieties and not the '~Fastback0

' variety of Mustang~_ · 

Mr., FINLEY !SJtated that the fir:st per~on he saw 
in the area after his attention was first at.tracted by the 
dropping of the box was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff 
with .a re,v(l)lv~r iri his harui~ and he knows of no one othe~' '! 

than himself, Mr~ CANIPE 9 and Mr. GRAHAM who saw the man 
in question and who saw the white Mustang ~peed away from 
the area, going north on Main. 

As to the box or package dropped or thrown down 
by the unknown man 9 Mr. FINLEY stated that he observed a 
pasteboard box about 4 feet x 6 or 8 inches x 3 or 4 inches, 
having a tag of some kind on it~ the top to this box being 
partially off to the point where he could sae from one foot 
to 18 inches of the barrel of a gun. Eventually he observed 
that this gun was a rifle with a scope on it. There was 
some type of luggage 9 approximately 2 feet x 1½ feet x 6 or 
_8 inchesp larger than an attache case, and some type of 
cloth folded over both of these items. · 

Mr. FINLEY stated that after the above mentioned 
armed Deputy Sheriff walked past CANIPE's store and after 
some other officers had arrived and.were in front of CANIPE•s· 
store 9 Mr 9 CANIPE motioned to the officers from insi_de · 
CANIPE's store, attracting the attention of one of them and 
pointing out the items left in front of the store and 
explaining to them what had oc©u~red~ 
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As to a de~~ription of the unknown man who dropped 
or threw down the package 9 Mr. FINLEY pointed out that he 
saw this man only momentarily, the man not taking over one 
or two steps while still in Mro FINLEY'S view~ He· stated 
that he ''only got a gl iimp~e of the man 9 n lllOt 8\eeing his 
face except enough o:if the left side of the miutn 's face to 
tell that he was a white man. He furnished the following 
description of this man: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Build: 
Hair: 

Dress: 

White 
Male , 
Simply not in a position to. 
judge other than to state 
that man was not an old man 
(based upon the manner in 
which he walked). 

,5 ° svv to 5 • 1o~q (Mr. FINLEY 
at first placed the height 
at 5 11 6~V to s•sn' stating 
that his final estimate 
wa~ a little better than• 
a guel!iiis:) o 

Arou~d 160 pounds (stating 
that his e~timate as to 
weight would vary depending 
on the man's height, that 
the man was not skinny and 
not fat but had an average 
build). 
Average 
Simply ~annot recall observing 
area of man's head; does not 
recall whether wearing hat,; 

. doeii not recall observing hai~., . .' 
· Wearing dark suit · ·· 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_,,,_p_r_i_l_l_0.._..,'-----1_9_6-'8-~ 

Mro JULIUS Le GRAHAM 9 Ap~~tment 5 9 804 North 
Fifth Street g Mempllili~ 1 Tenne$:il~~e 9 tel~phone m.11mbtS:ir> 527 =3817, 
employed a:s general a~~i~tal!l!t at tllil~ Cllll.ul'©h of God in 
Ctiurist Publi~hing Hou~® 1 930 Ma~oin St:ire~t 9 Mem:phi~, Tel!i.lln.es~ee ,. 
telephone numbe~ 526=1169 9 furni~hed the following information 
to Lt. Je D& HAMBY, Homicide Bu~eau 9 Memphi~ Police Department, 
and Special Agent FRANKL IN L.. JOHN~ON ~ 

He a~~ompanied Mlr'0 BERNELL FINLEY from their 
pla©e of employm~:ait to Canipe Amu~~me!Lllt C@mpany, 424 South 
Main Street, Memphi~ 9 wh~r~ th~y ~rriwed about 5:30 P.M, 
01m. April 4, 196!L He re~all~ that l!ll.r$ they approached the 
store 9 proceeding north on Main Str~et 9 the~~ were no parking 
~pace~ cm the ea~t ~i.tdl®J of Mai:n i:n th~ block in front ©f 
thi~ ~toree Be al~o re~all~ that as they were looking for 
a parking ~pace th~re definitely w~r® tw© white car~ in 
the parking ~pa~es in frol!il.t of an.rd! to th~ south of Canipe 
Amu~ement Company. The se~ond of the~e two white cars, or 
the one slightly ~outh of thG CANIPE ~tore was definitely a 
white Mu~tang~ He beli~we~ the other white car 1 the one in 
fl'l,Ont of CANIPE's storep wa~ pr@bably a white Rambler. He 
ca:nnot re:membier a third car being parked. behilrlld the Mustang. 
The Mu~tang he ~aw a~ they approa~hed the ~tore looking for 
a parking place wa£ill the ordinary wariety of Mu~tang ira:ther 
than, the late :model 0l/Fa~tback00 wall'."iety. He did not notice 
the licen.~e plates on thi~ Mu~tang0 

Mir., GRAHAM eventually parked M:ir o GRAHAMws car 
on Huling Street, ea~t @f Main Streeta Mr. GRAHAM and Mr. 
FINLEY thereafter walked to CANIPE~~ ~tore and started 
looking at pllilonograph record~ in sh~lwes on th~ ~o~th wall 
of this ~tor~ near the front of the stor® •. Mr$ GRAHAM did 
not hear a sh@t or any other unusual noi~e while looking at 
record~ until he heard the n@ise cau~ed by a man dropping a 
package on the ~idewalk immediately in front of the front 
door of CANIPE~s storeG He ~tated 1 !blowever 1 that he saw 
the man who dropped this paekag® b~fore he heard the noisee 
He happened to be looking toward the front door 9 his attention 

'15 

SA FRANKLIN LA JOHNSON:J'an 4/9/68 by _________ · _______ w _______ Date dictated--------~ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

I 

'I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-r· -· ---·· . -··· . --
' 

MJ 44-1987 
,2 

having possibly b~en attra~ted by the footsteps of a running 
man.. He is not sure but he -be.liev~s lrn.e heard the footstep~·· 
'of a man running and· the~efore looked toward the front door~. 
Almost .sim:ul taneously as he looked up and saw a .man carrying . ' 
a large package of ~ome ,kind 9 this m:mJ:il. 9 who was walking · 
south.on the sidewalk immediately i1n front of CANIPE1~s 
store; !Stepped to the left allild dropped the bundle in.the 
recess in front of CANIPE's store and· ~ontinued south on,. 
iain Street.. Mr. GRAHAM stated that in his opin,ion this . 
man wa~ ru:nn'ing rather than walking fasto · 

Mr. GRAHAM advised that the attention of both 
Mr. CANIPE and Mr. FINLEY wa~ attracted by what had occurred 
when the man dropped the package 9 alliid all three of them 
started looking toward the front of the. store and at the 
items which·had been droppedo Mre CANIPE started out of the 
front door, and as h:e recalls 9 

9'lea:ned99 out of the front dooJi!. 
looking in either direction 9 following which Mr. CANIPE c~e 1 

back in the store and made some remark about some trouble 
outside. Immediately after this a Deputy Sheriff walked 
south on the east side of Main 9 il!Mllediately in front of 
CANIPE•s store, this De,iuty paiSliSling the store and not stoppin~·.,: 
He saw no other persons in the vicinity until some additiop..al " 
officers arrived on foot. Mr. GRAHAM later sa:w tb.e same. · · 
Deputy Sheriff who had walked past the store in the a~ea in 
front of the store 9 still with his gun drawn. Eventually 
Mr. CANIPE was able to get the attention of one of the 
off ic.ers outside and pointed. out the i te:ms in front of the · 
store and the cir©umstances surrounding the presence of thes.e 
items. Mr. GRAHAM observed a part of a gun barrel inside a· 
large pasteboard box and also observed what appeared to him 
to be some type of green matting or @loth which appeared to 
be wrapped around the boi containing the. gun. 

Prior to the time the armed Deputy first ra~ south 
past CAN.IPE's doorway 9 Mr G GRAHAM hea:ird tires iescreech'' and . 
observed a white Mustang to speed north on Main. The other 
white car, which Mr. GRAHAM believed to be a white ·Rambler, 
·which had originally been. parked in front of CANIPE's stor~, 
was still parked there at this ti.me, and therefore his view 
of the car speeding away was parti~lly obscured; however, 
Mr. GRAHAM is positive that the car which sped away was a 
white Mustang and there is no question in his mind but what. 
it was the same Mustang he had seen earlier when he and 
Mr. FINLEY arrived in the vicinity of CANIPE's store, as 
outlined above. He stated he did not observe whether ther:e 
was one or more people in this speeding M~stang. 
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As to a des©ription of the man seen by Mr. GRAHAM 
carrying a package and later dropping this package 9 running 
south on Mai~ 9 Mr~ GRAHAM pointed out that he saw this 
per~on primarily from this perscnis left ~ide and saw him 
only momentarily, but he believe~ he might recognize him 
if he see~ him again. He furni~hed the following description 
of that persion: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 

Hair: 

Dress: 

General Appearance: 

~-------------

77 

White 
Male 
25 - 30 
5 w 7 01 _ 5 w gvo 

About 165 pounds 
Average (Mr. GRAHAM heard 
Mr. CANIPE tell the Police 
that he thought the man had 
a HchtmkyRi build, bu:t 
Mr. GRAHAM got the definite 
im:pre:s:s ion of a man who was_ 
neither thin nor fat but 
who was a:vera,ge in build) . 
Dark (either black or dark 
brown~ normally cut). 
Dark clothing (either a dark 
~uit or a dark dress-type 
jacket and slacks; no hat; 
did not notice shirt or tie~ 
Neat and clean in appearance, 
created impression of a 
~alesman or businessman. 

I 
,,I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. ~ :,. 

l 

FEDERAL BUREAU O'F INVESTIGATION 
f ,, 

lb'. BD~IH MDIDIJIDR, 180 Cl$~k Pl®.@@,· 
M@lllllpllll:l!.~, T@l!i\lll\@fi/.!!~®@, t® :i!.®pllll@lll\@ @1.UiilM~ ~15=9844, wllll@ 
~t~t@d thllt h@ @~~l®.t@~ Sh@lbJ M~@Mllidt C@lllllJP)Sllm:W, 
9,11 J'$.m@~.,. ll@!ilpl!Ai~, T@lll\!m®~~@@,9 \If~~ illi\t@~wi@\W/@d ®.t 
C$.l!i\·1 ~m.U@lll!l@lll\t C@lll!lp$lll\Y, .4~4 S@11irttllll •tmi . ~t.W@@t ·· by 

. L:l@\Ui llll$lll\t 'J' • D,. ODY, B@llllli@:n.d@ Bwr~$.l!l!. 9 ll@lllll]P)lmi~ 
. ·P@:U. . til.Wi\:M,lfil-t 9 . $.Jmd $.l lf.JUl'.JD,;ffl L. J'ODS<GJH • ~ 
• .. :ftm~im11'Jl!d th@ ;!f@llft:i!,q iimf@~Bti@im: . 

' ' ',\'>',,-.. •.. ', 

. · \:__ · · eJl!i\ Ap.wil 4, J!.9iS, Im@ ~p@mrt ®. r;@@d' p$~t @f 
·tlmlf d~y vi tlh\ 1ft' ~· G • I'• Ctm!Pl 9 $. @@ll1U~@ti t@Jf $1itvd p@r~@11~l 
f.wi@mid, $.l!MI lm@ (lilt-. OOJOlnlUtUR) '\WI$~ IID@t $.i!; tlm@ C$l'lilip@ 
.liila@Mimt C@DJPl$.IIDJ $.t ®.l!i\J tilll!l@ @mi th@ $ft®Jflll\@@im @r'@w@imi~~ 
@f April 4, 1961. 

H@ ~t®.t@d ·tJm®.t ®.~ $ml $1©1 illil ·Jbl@J!.pillilg Jllf,i,• CAlflt.PI 
t@ ®~tim:®.t@ \Wlhat tillt® !Ir. CANXPB r@tu.rn®~ t@ C$OO!p~ ! 

MU.~@ll!Ol@llllt:C@llffllJP)$.llllJ' @n-tlhl® ~ft@~llil@©lil @f J.p,riJl. 4 1 1918 1 . 

fm@ r@c®.ll@d t~~t it,\W/®.~ 5:~0 p.Do wfm@llil Mro C.lllXPB 
t@Jl.@pb@a@d Mr-. OODEnllIDR, $1llld lbl® W@lilll~ ®~t:nJ!!1!1$t@ th®.t 
!Ir" CB!PB ©@uld. h!ID.W® @lilll.J b@@IID $ t CAllIPB' ~ JP)liii@®r;@f\ 
buiim<ei~~ ~ few· •iimuatt®~ ®.t thi~ ti!lllll&Ji; Ml!:'~ JBODDDIDR 
~t®.ted Ille ©@UJ!.d. f1!1Uflllli~fm ', ll!l@ iimf ©~)Jl&®.ti@im whi©h W@llil4 b® 
@f $$~1$t$1il©@ iim th® i~W®~tig~ti@ll!l @f tfm® ~b.@@tillng @f 
Dr .. DIT I:I LffBIR KD~. . 

On 4/5/68 

by -,-__ S_A_._F_JUM __ lltL_I_N_L....;:· •'""""" .. _J_«2l_D_. _fSJ@_ll_:~-=--· -----Date dictated __ 4_/_l_l/_'~_I_.•· -· -~ 
' . ' 
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'ME 44-1987 

NO .. 2 ENGINE HOUSE 0 
MEMfflia FIRE DEPARTMENT, 
474 SOUTH MAIN STREET, 
!!lM~~IS 9 TENNE_$SE;E_ -= . 

(i'.lrhi$3 secti@n pert~in~ to iinterviews,. 
with firemen st~tiomed at this ~@~e and with 
police officers and sheriff'~ d®puties who were 
on duty at ~r near this fire h@use a~~ result of 
Dre MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo, being at the Lorraine 
Motel located in the immedi~te vici~ity cf this 
engine h@u.se .) 
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• , FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4~/_16~/~6-'--8~----
1 

Lt~ JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLEY~ Deputy Sheriff, 
Shelby County Sheriff 0s Office~ a white maler age 40, 
residing at 4124 Ronnie Avenue~ telephone ~86-6034~ furnished 
the following informationi 

On April 4w 1968, he was assigned to Tactical 
Unit lOv which consi~ted of three vehicles and twelve officers, 
both Deputy Sheriffs altld Memphis Police Officers. The 
Deputy Sheriffs,in addition to GHORMLEY assigned to Tactical 
Unit 10 we:t>e W. J. BERRY, R. lL BAKER 9 W. A~ DU FOUR, V., V. 
DOLLAHITEt and R. W. MALEY~ Memphis Police Officers assigned 
to Tactical Unit 10 were Officers DOUGLASS, GROSS, DUNN, 
LANDERS~ WRIGHT and MORRIS. 

At about 6~00 PM on April 4~ 1968, Tactical Unit 10 
had ~topped at the Memphis Fi~e Defartment Engine House 
located at Mailll and Butler 9 about t block southwest of the 
Lorraine Motel, and the unit was in that location when a 
Negro male detective ran into the fire station and stated 
that Doctor KING had been shot. Upon h~aring this, the 
members of Tactical Unit lOi including GHORMLEY ran ea~t 
on Butler to Mulberry and north on Mulberry toward the 
Lorlt"aine Motel~ While en route P GHORMLEY ob~erved a number 
of Negt>o males and femal~~ ~tanding on the balcony of the 
motel pointing toward~ a building west of the motel, the 
f:Jront of which wa~ located on S. Mai!rll Street • 

GHORMLEY saw Officer DU FOUR rml'I!.ning up the stai:fS 
of the Lorl"aine Motel toward the balcony whei.re Doctor KING 's 
body was lying. DU FOUR wa8 followed clo~ely by Officer 
BAKER. DU FOUR and BAK.ER w i,n that order~ would have been the 
first officer~ to reach KINGG 

GHORMLEY also ~aw Officer LAlNIDERS scale a wall on 
the west side of Mulberry Street and enter a back yardw 
which he later determined to have been behind the buildings 
known as 418w 422½ and 424 S. Main Str~et. 
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ME 44-1987 
2 

S~@ing the p~ople o@ th~ balco@y pointing toward 
th~ building on Main St~~et~ Offic@~ GHODJLEY ~topped and 
ret~aced hi~ st®p~ arou~~ th@ fi~~ ~tation and ran no~th 
on Main St~eet. A$ h@ app~oached the buil~ing at 424 S. 
Mainw h@ noticed a suit~a~® 9 blu~ in colorw a ~ifle box, which 
wa~ putly op~n and what app@~~@~ to be a blanket lying in 
the doo~way at 424 S. Main. H~ could ~@e the ba~rel of a 
rifl~ in the rifle box. At thi~ time~ a white male whose name 
h~ lat~r det~if'min@d wa$ M~. CANIPEt Ca!i'lll~ to the door of 42~ 
S. Main and advi~ed him th.at a wb.it~ male~ who CANIPE des-
crib~d as tall~ a littl@ on tlllei heavy ~i.de, wearing a dark colored 
pos~ibly black suit t a shi.,rt a:ndl tie 9 b.aving dark icolo!"ed 
hair po~sibly black 9 mome:nts bsfo!"~ ha.d depo~ited the~e 
a1rti©les in th~ doo:i.t'way and had th®mt :ir·u:n s.iouth on Main Street. 

U~ing his walkie-talkie radio~ GHORll~EY advised 
hi~ di~patcher of the informatio:n provided by Mr. CANIPE$ 
He also gu~rd®d the arti~l~~ lyi:ng i:n the doorway so no 
one would distUl'b them. Upon talki:ng further to Mr. CANIPE, 
he learned from CANIPE that ~hortly after th~ white male who 
left the above d~~cribed a~ticle~ imt CANIPEe~ doo~way, had 
ru~ ~outh on Mai~ St~eet, that CANIPE had noticed a white 
Mu~tang automobile drive pa~t that locatiorui at a high rate 
of speed headed no~th on Mai~. At thi~ time 9 Officer GHORMLEY 
agai~ u~ed his radio to advi$~ hi~ dispatcher of this 
inf ormati«::m. 

The ~ext officer to aw~iw® at GHORMLEYj~ location 
wa~ Officer DOUGLASS, who d~ove th~ ~tation wagon a~signed to 
Tactical U~it 10 f~om it~ location at the fi~e ~tation to 
a location directly i:n f~o~t of 424 SG Main where Officer 
DOUGLASS double parked the ~tation wagon aoo aid~d in guarding 
th® evidence l~ft by the above de~c~ibed whit® male. 

The next office~ at thi~ location wa~ Deputy 
Sheriff Vo V$ DOLLAHITE, who app~oa©h~d the location from 
the north on Main Str®~t aft®~ having apparently circled the 
blo©ke About thi~ tim®» Office~~ from the Memphi~ Homicide 
Squad a~~ived at th® ~c@n@ and took ~barge. GHORMLEY 
e~timated the total tim~ lap~~d from the time he heard that 
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3 

KING had been ~hot until he di~@ov@r@d the ~uitca~e, gun and 
blank@t,wa~ no mor@ than 2 or 3 min~te~o GHORMLEY do~~ not 
recall ~e@ing a whit® Mu~tang park®~ alo!Thg the area of So 
Main, whi©b be ©overed d\Wl"ing the tme imm@diat~ly following 
the ~hooting, neither d~s he r®©all ~®®ing anyone running 
~outh on Hain Street in thi~ ~ame areaG 

During th~ in©ident de~©rib@~ ~bov®, GHO~MLEY wa~ 
dre~sed in a khaki ~olored long ~l~eve ~hirt b~aring the 
insignia of the Shelby County Sheriffv~ Departm@nt, and dark 
it"®®D uniform trou~er~. He wa~ not wearing a hat or helmeto 
GHORMLEY recall~ that Officeir LANIDERS t whom he ~a.w ~caling :· . 
the wall acr4'&SJ~ from the Lo~r~ine Motel» wa~ dre~~ed in 
the U$Ua1 Memphis Polic~ Department uniform con~i~ting of a 
blue ~hirt and trou~ers. Offi~er LANDERS' was not wearing a 
hat or helmet. GHORMLEY recall~ that there were 2 Negro males 
in canip~ •s • Amusement Center at the time he was talking to 
CANIPE.. lie thius the~e person may al~o ha:ve ~een the above 
de~cribed white male deposit the gun 9 ~uitca~e, and blanket 
in CA!'U'.PE 9S doorway aIDJ.<dl may also have s~eltll the white Mustang 
speeding north on s. Main Street imi. front of CANIPE's store. 
Be does mi.at know the n~me$ of t~e~e Megro~~o · · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4_/_1_3._/_6_8_~~~ 

Patr@lm~mt VEl!fflOJNf VEMAlltll) OOLUHITE, Piil.tl"(Q)l 
Divisi@n 9 S~elby C@~~ty Sheriff'~ Offi©®, resideWlee 
3330 Dawl.lll Dri w® 9 A)l;»a.rtz~lt!\t 1~1, 9 krl@llll® t® Jl.eph@@(el 
358-8067, M®mfhiS9 T~!mllil~~®®g w~~ ilIDt®l"Wi@W®d by 
L:leuteimant W., So iSJCEroJLTZ 9 H@m1a:i~id~ BUlr®~llll 9 Memphis 
Pe>lice I>epartmeimt, aimd SA FRBELIH L. JODa:JJON, at wbi.ch 
time he re-en~~ted ~is a@ve~ellilt~ @n the· ~ftern~cn Gf 
April 4, 1968, after ~e learned that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING 'illad beeim sh@t, ~t the Lorrai!ll:le MCOltel. He fwrnished 
the f@llcwing inf@:rm~ti@im: 

Oim Thursdiay, Ap,ri l 4, 1968, he Wf!Ui ass igimed 
· to Tactical Unit No. 10, ~©lID$i~tiimg @f 12 men 9 half of 
wh~m were Deputy Sheriff~ *nd half @f wh@m were poli~e 
@ffice:rs, which unit was l@@ated ~t the fire stati@n at 
Main and Butler ar@u~d 6:00 Pomo, when he learned that 
Dr. KING had been ~h@t. 

Ar@u~d 6:00 Pom., he aimd @ther @ffi©ers were 
inside the fire ~t~ti@n whe~ he beard ~@~e@ne yell tbat 
Dr. KING had been ~h@t. He immedi~tely .r~~ @ut ~f the 
do@r @n the ~orth ~id® @f the fire ~tati@D 9 then ran 
ea~t t@ward the L@rraine Motel, j1!il!m.pi~g @wer ~ fe~ce, 
~nd then dr@pping d@wn $b@ut $ lO=f@@t ©@~@rete retaining 
wall which runs al@~g th® we~t sid~ @f Mulberry Street. 

·He then r$n t@ th@ driw®w~y @n Mulb®rry Stre~t 9 which 
le~ds into the L@r.r~i~@ M@tel,t@ ~ p@iimt b®im~®th the 
balc@ny where Dr. KINGt~ b@dy w~~ lyiimg6 E@·St$ted that 
he heard ~im unkl!l.Mlm N@gr@ mal® ~t th® ~~®l!ll® s~y, 92The 
dirty m=-=== f -==== p@licis ~b.@t lhdi.im., n 

A~ he .ran iimt@ th® drivew~y, h® dropped his 
fire~rm and had t@ ~t@p ~@meimt~rily and pick up the 
fir@arm, checking it briefly, and then c@imtinuing. After 
g©iimg t@ th® ~~eim® ime~r where th® b@dy w~~ lyimtg and 
determining th~t @th®r @ffi~®r~ W®r® c@~w®rging @n the 
~re~, h® illD'llm®di$t®lJ .r~im @ut @f th® driveway 1 running 
north @n Mulberry Streett@ Hulilllg ~nd we~t @~ Huling 
Street to M~in Str~@t 9 th@~ s@~th @n M~in Str~et. As he 

83 

File # __ M_e_m_p_h_is __ 4_4_-_1_9_8_7_· __ 

SA FRANKLIN L. JOHISO~:~p 4/12/68 
by ---------------------Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

-- ----------,-----------------~ 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



W$n out of the drivew~1 ~t the L@rr~ine M@tel 9 ~~ was 
joined by an officer n~med !ULEY 9 who ran al@ng with him 
t@ a driveway @n the s@@t~ ~ide @f H~ling Street between 
Mulberry and S@uth Main Street. Officer ltlNALEY ~t@pped. 
~t that p@int to @b~erve 9 ~nd OOLLAHITE kept ruDning 
t@ward. Kaine 

Upon re~ching Din Str~et ~nd turning s@uth 
om Main Street, he ~aw~@ pedestri~~ tr~ffic wh~tevere 
H<e continued ;ocou11uiling gjjl@Uth (Q)ll M~iiil Street until he c~me 
to Jim's Grill 9 a rest~ur$nt ~t 416 S@uth Main Street. 
The d@@r was standing ope~o He st~pp®d i~side, l@@ked. 
ar@u~d briefly 9 seei~g ©u~tom~r~ sitting ~~@und eating 
~nd drinki~g 9 and he ~nn@u~©®~ t@ ~11 prese~t th$t n© @ne 
sh@uld leave that rest~urant ~ntil the p@li©e had arrived 
aDd appr@ved their leavi!nl.iC.the premises. He then 
pulled the do~r t@ the rest~Ulll"ant sh~t a~d ©@ntinued 
running s@uth @n Main Street. 

As he ©ame @ut @f Jim's Grill ~nd started 
ruDmiing silG>tu th ag~in 9 he @bserved s@me items lying in the 
d@orway t© Cani~e Amuseme~t C@mp~~Y ~t 424 S@uth Main. 
At the time 9 he had n@ ide~ as t© the significance of 
these items lying in that d@@rway. Ee did not st@p but 
kept running s@uth on Main p$St Canipe's, g@ing a distan©e 
@f s@me 20 t@ 30 feet bef@re st@pping. His purp~se in 
running past Canipe's w~s in @rder to l@ok east around 
th~ c@rner of the building in which Canipevs is located 
to see if he c@uld @bserve any@ne running or any other 
susipicious activity 9 OOLUHITE stating that at this time 
hep of c~urse, did n@t kn@w the point fr@m which the gun 
had been fired resulti~g in the killing of Dr. KINGo 

Upon running 20 or 30 feet south of Canipe's, 
he observed that there w~~ n@ are~ ~t tbat. l@cati@n ~here 
any@ne could run or c@nceal himself 9 there beim1g $@me 
large outd@@r ~ig~~ ~~d ~ fe~ce l@c$ted j~st s@uth @f 
C!i.nipe's. In additi@IDl, he @bserwed other @fficers running 
north ~n Main on the e~st side of the sidew~lk, coming 
from the directi@n @f the fire stati@n, so that these 
officers w@uld ~~ve been i~ ~ p@~iti@n t@ see any@ne 
running or ~ny other ~~~pici@us ~©tiwity in the general 
area in which OOLUR!TE w~s pr@c®~ding. He then turned 
ar@und and walked n@~th @n the e~~t si~e ~f Main t@ the 
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vicinity @f th® d@©~w~y t@ C~nip® AmM~®m@nt C@mpany. 
Ab@~t this time @ther @ffi~®r~ ~~~iv@d @n tlblie ~©ellle 
a~d to@k up a p@~iti@n ~r@M~d tlbl® it®- lyiq i~ front 
@f the d@©l"1l'$f t© C$lllipe Am~~®M8nt C@mp$~Jo Patrclman 
OOLLABXTE th.en w~lked W®~t acr@~$ ~$1@ Street in front 
@f Canip~ Ammu~ement C@mp~ny $~d ~t$t1@@®d himself 
n~ar a bl~e Cam~r@ p~rked @rn the w~~t side of Main 
@pp@site Canipe Amusement C@mp~~,. . . 

Patrolm$lll OOJIUEITE ~1«1\w'il\';il®rdl trmilil.t he is positive 
th~t after he ~rrived @ll!l Main ~tlr'®®t 9 &1ti:ll<dl until the off iceJ,"s 
had given their aAppr@v1&JLi tm@ JP)®JC'~©lll\ JlAiiJt't the are$. on fQot. 
He is equally positive th&i.t ltll@ velbJ.i~l® l!:llped $W$.f from the 
area ar@und C~ltllipe Amu~emeltllt C@mp~ny ~fte.r he arrived on 
~in Street. He stated th~t the @imly ti.me he Wlill.S not in 
a position to @bse.rve the activity ilm the 400 block of 
South Main after he fir~t ~r.rived the.re was during the 
time that he stepped int@ Jimvs Grill. He stated, however, 
that he was in this grill only moment~rily and he is · 
certain in his own mi@d that he w~s not in Jim's Grill 

long enough for atmy@ne to h~ve run fr@M either of the 
exits to a rooming h@use at 422½ S@uth Main and thereafter 
run to an automobile and leave the scene without his 
having seen such activity. 

With regard t@ th~ ow~er @f C~nipe·Amusement 
Company, a white man 9 and two cust@M~~s inside Canipe 
Amusement C@mp~ny, tw@ Negr@ males 9 he stated th~t be saw all 
three of these pers@ims and was with~ group ~f officers who 
were talking te these individuals. He ~tated, however, 
that as he ran south @n Main befo~e leaving Canipe 
Amusement Company, he did not see t~e white male, Mr. 
CANIPE, step out ont@ the sidewalk~ He stated that since 
he was al@ne and @ne @f the fi~~t @fficer$ t@ ~rrive in 
this area, his e~~enti~l pu~p©$e wa$ fir~t to attempt to 
ob~erve ~nd l@©ate a~y ~~~pici@llll$ per~@n who might be 
attempting to leave the area 9 and ~eo~ndly, w~erever he 
saw any people in bu~ine~s b@u~e~ or oth®nise, he 
in~tructed them to rem~i~ whe~e they were s@ that officers 
later checking the ~re~ w@uld have a!1!lll. opp©rtl!lDity to-: 
interview everyone wh@ wa~ i~ the ®re~ a11~ ~@@n as possible. 

Patr@lm~rn OOLLAHITE adwi~ed t~~t after other 
officers had ~rrived irn front @f C~nip® AmM~ement Company, 
and ~fter he had le~rned d~ring t~e c@~wers~ti@n that · 
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@llil® @r m@re @f th® twre~ pew~@@~ in~i~® C~@ip@ Am~~eme~t 
C@mpru!ly reported! h®ai.I"illilg th® 10~~1lli®~li@g00 @f tir®$ :ll).~ a 
wlhl:ll. t® Musit/i im~ ~p®d $W@.J fr@m th~ ~re~ 9 he ©lbi~®rwed what 
~e reg~rded t~ be ~kid llil!l~rk~ ~t ~ p@i@t ~ppr@xim~tely 
@ne c~r length s@~th @f tlhl® d@@~W®J t@ C~llll.ip® Am1lli~®ment 
C@mp~~Jo In p@i~ti~g @ut th® g®~er~l ~re~ wb~re ~e 
@b~@~ved the~® ~kid m~rk~ 9 Pr&tr@lm~@ DOL~HlTE @b~erved 
th$t there is ~p~ce f@r thre® ~ut@m@bile~ t@ p~rk between 
the fir~t drivew®y $@utb @f C~nipe Am~~@ment C@mpany 
(on the east sidG @f M~i~) $~d an@ p$rki~g z@~e around 
ill fire plug j U!Slt t@ the !'.ll©l'th Of tbi~ dri V®1¥1llY. He 
~t~ted that ~e W@Uld e~tim~t® th~t t~® ~kid m~rk~ which 
he ob~erved were made by~~ ~ut@m@bile p~~ked in the 
cente~ parki~g $re~ 9 a~sU!llttli~g ~11 t~r®e p~l'king sp~ces 
were filled ~t the time. 

A~ to ~~t@m@bile~ parked@~ the e~~t ~ide of 
M~in in th® are~ i~ fr@~t of C~nipe Am~~®ment C@mp~ny at 
the time he ~rrived ~~ the ~~®~® 9 h® St$t®d he c~nnot 
~@w rec~ll a descripti@@ @f the vehicles whi©h ~e did 
see. H@wever 9 he d@@~ r~~~ll @b~ervi~g ~b@ut a 1962 
red Chevrolet ~t~ti@~ w~g@~ whi©h @e believe~ was parked 
in the first spa~e ~@~th @f th@ ~b@v@=m~@tioned driveway. 
Be $dvised that be w~~ ~lw@ M~der t~® imp~es~i~~ he had 
~ee~ thi~ stati@~ w~g@@ ~t ~~@the~ p@i~t j~t ~@rth ~f 
this drivew~y a~d p@~~ibly the ow@@~ ~~d m@ved the car 
l~ter o~ duriDg the eveni@g •. H~ ~t$t®d th~t t~ere was an 
~~t@mobile p~rk@d dire©tly i~ fr@~t @f C~~ip~ Amusement 
C@mp~nf 9 but n@ aut@m@bile p~rked i~ t~® space i!!Ulediately 
behi~d the car i~ fro~t @f c~~ip@ Am~@me@t C@mp$@y. 
It w~s i~ this bl~~k ~p$©@ 9 @r th® ~\l.llllil!lbe~ tw@ p@siti@~ 
~outh of Canipe Amu~@m®@t C@mp~ny, t~~t h® s~w w~at be 
thought to b@ skid m~~k~ ~~d whic~ $pp~~r~d t@ h~ve been 
m~de ~~ ~ c~r pull®d ~w~y fr@m th~t p@~iti@~ goi~g n~rth 
@lJ!l\ Milin Str(eHet. 

P~tr@lm~~ 00:LJL.AElTE ~dvi~@d th~t he h~d his 
fi~®iirm in bi~ h~~d ~t ~11 tim@s wh@@ ~® w~s i~ the 4~0 
bl@ck @f Mai~ Str~~t~ ~~d if t@® wit~®~~®~ i~ c~~ipe 
Am~~®m@~t C@mp~~Y ~®ported ~®eing ~ D@puty r~~~ing s@uth 
~@ M$i~ c~~ryi~g ~ fi~@a~m 9 th@~ ~~d@~btedly the~e 
wit~@~~@~ wer~ ~efe~rifillg t@ him~ P~t~@lm~~ DOLUHITE. 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date _4_/_1_5_/_6_8 ____ ~ 

TOBJUUiiCE :N (/ LANDERS 9 Patro lmm ~ Memphi~ Police 
Deputment, furni~hed th@ followi~g information~ 

Oim the afte:r'1.moon of April 4 9 · 1968~ he was a 
member of Mobile Tacti~al Unit Ten which ~on~i~ted of 3 
vehicle~ o Sholt"tly prior- to 6 ~00 PM» theuni.t stopped at the 
fire ~tation looated in 'thiei 400 block of S. Main Street 
at E. Butler Avenue. Doctor MAR'f'lN LUT'HER KING$ J'R0 w was 
staying at the Lorraine Motel at the timev and the motel was 
located app,roximately one block flt"om the fire ~tation. 
At approximately 5~50 PM on April 4 9 he heard a ~harp sound 
which resembled! a fire arm bei~ di~c1ruarged, however~ no 
one else paid any a:tt:tentio1!'.n. to 'the noise and he paid no 
further' attention to it~ howev~~ p a few mom.ant~ late.r someone 
in the fire ~tat ion announced tltud Doctor KING had been shot~ 
He immedia:tely left the fire. statiorn by tlrne door on the 
northwe:st corner I) l"an along side the station to a retaining 
wall in back of the station which is also Mulberry Avenue. 
He and another officer jumped down onto Mulberry Street 
and ran to the Lorraine Motel where a gt'oup of Negroes 
were gather0ed on the walk beneath the balcony. There was 
a great deal of turmoil, and he asked one of the men 
present, f~om what direction the ~hot was fired. This individ~ 
ual pointed to the 8econd floor windows of a rooming house 
on S. Mailll Street and said, ''from over thet'e. u 

Offi~er FLANDERS immediately left the motel on 
foot 3 ran acro~s Mulberry Street 1 and leaping on an 
empty 55 gallon drum which was on the sidewalk, he boosted 
himself up onto the top of a ~etaining wall. He then searched 
the ground in back of the rooming hou~e for footprints, 
however!} he foulll).d norme with the exception of 2 footprints 
near a cellar door. It had! rained the previou~ day and 
the gTound was ~oft and any footprint~ would have been easily 
noted0 Just a few minute~ later 9 he was joined in the search 
bj a deputy sheriff» who wa~ wearing a light colored helmet. 
LANDERS. S'tated that he$ himself~ had no hat aimd he was wearing a• light'. blue illhirt, no tie 11 , and da:it0k blue tro~~e:ll."~. 
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The g:ft'ou!lild lev~l p;rremi~~~ iml thi9 area were immediately · 
~earched 9 h~ever 9 nothirng wa~ ~~v~aled or noted connected 
to thi~ illilve~tig~tiollil$ He also advi~~d that in a matter of 
a few millilutes the a;rr~a wa~ sw~rming with officer~ who sealed 
off the area in a effort to appreh~!lild the individual responsi­
ble for shooting Doctor KINGo H~ r~ite;rrated that he is 
po~itive if anyone had beellil a©~o~~ the ~tr~~t from the 
Lo:irraillile Motel in the area behillild 'the rooming house in the 
400 block of s. Main Street 9 h~ would have been able to 
observe the indivi(l!ual~ footp:'il?int~» however, noime were note~. 11 
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