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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 16 1 1968 

CHARLES ELVIN STONE, 584 Orchard Drive, Memphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at the Number Two Engine House, 
Memphis Fire Department, 474 S.outh Main Street. STONE advised 
that he is a member of the i~emphis Fire Department, and has been 
in this employment for the past t~ree years. He stated that he was 
on duty at the Firehouse on April 4, 1968 1 and was a witness 
to the shooting of DR~ MARTIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that datej he was in the rear locker 
room of the Fire Department, and was looking out the back 
window across the street to the motel where DR. KING was staying. 
He advised that DR. KING was standing on the balcony outside 
of his hotel room, and was talking to another individual below 
the balcony. STONE stated that there was another man standing to 
the right of DR. KING, and a number of other individuals located 
in the courtyard directly below the hotel room of DR. KING~ 

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the individual 
below him, a shot rang out, and DR. KING fell over backwards .• 
STONE stated that he was stunned for a few se~onds, and after 
realizing what had happened, ran insidte to the center of the 
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and the police 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time that DR. KING 
had been shot. At first the officers thought that STONE was 
joking, but one of the other firemen came rushing in saying'the 
same thing. At that instance$ all of the police officers 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that at approximately 
ten seconds later, he went out the side door of the Fire Department, 
and proceeded towards Mulberry Street, the street on which 
DR. KING's motel was located. STONE stated there was mass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he saw on the street at that time 
were the police officers who were converging on the area~ STONE 
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice any individual 
wearing a white hood. STONE stated that after a few minutes~ 
he walked to the front of the Firehouse, but stated that he did 
not observe any white Mustang on Front Street or in that vicinity. 
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STONE also advised that he did not notice a tiustang o:f 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during that day. 

STONE stated that with him in the locker room at· the 
time of the shootil'llg were Lieutenant LOENNE'KE and Fireman KlNGJt , 
both members of the Fire Department,. and. a Negro police · · · · · 
officer1 Officer.RICHMOND. STONE stated that all of these 
indiv:i.dm.tls werEF ,vatching the hotel room .at the time UR, KING 
was shot, and all saw the actual shooting. S'TONE stated that 
from the 'sound of the shot$ he thought :it came from the parklllg 
lot located !!]Orth of tlu~ Fire l!}epartment 9 but that it could 
have been slightly furthel" north. 

STONE advised that he was 1..u'llable to furnish any positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the shot killing 
DR. KING~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date A.Fil. l 5 1 :}968 -

. ~· . .., 

Mr. GEORGE.W. LOENNEKE~ 1390 Smythe, Memphis, 
TeDnessee, was· interviewed at the Memphis Police Departmen~ i. 
an'1 furnished the .following information: · · _· ... - · .. 

LOENNEKE sta1£ed th.at he· is a Lieutenant at the 
Hem.phis Fire . Depaitme~t /J a!Old is regularly assi.gned -to Fire 
StatiGn Number 2, · loc'°t~d at· 474 So'tith Mai!rl Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at this locati«:m orii April 4l j 1968" LOEN~KE 

·· stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date he was / 
standing, looki:ng thr~ugh a peephole :J.n a :newspaperi which · · '. '::/' · 
had been placed over _the window O!!l! the rear door of the fire 
·stationo He ~tated that be was i:n the locker room at the 
rear of the statici:n 1 a,nd with him was· a Negro police officer,, 
Officer ·RICHMOND, .an_d_ ~nother fireman named WILLIAM KING;_

0 
' ";, 

. : LOENNEKE we·nt' Ol!l to·, state that as he approacn:ect. hi'3:; ·,· 
lo~ker, wbich··was .. to the right·of the·_window, Off_icer RICHMOND 
called him< and satd 1 

9°0R. KING i$1 fixing to leave- bis, hotijl 
room.'' LOENNEKE- stated that· he then asked Officer RICHMOND to 
let h,im look ·at KING, as LOENNEKE had not seen DR., KING fP:rt 

:, !\ '· 't ·; 

'.~ \ I 
/; - I I 

! 

approxim~tely·· two, years_. Wh1ie •·LOENNEKE was looking thtoqgh tbe;l. 
peephole of· the wi.ndow 1 he saw DR. KING standing and: ];ea.ning 
against the rail, -lo.eking dowif to the parking lot, . sayirig'­
something to aDother Negro male. Individuals by the· name o-f . 

, I 

BABY JESUS and : Revere1!.'id BEWL'·wei-e -stal'l!ding to the·. extreme right 
_ of DR.· .JING.· LOENNEKE stated that as DR. KING turned slow:ly to'. 

7'..~,. 

On 

his left to say something -to the individual below was when, the -­
shot- was' fired; ·-LOENNEKE advised that it appeared to· him'. as -
though DR. KlNG~as looking at·something or someone that' fired 
the shot. - LOENNEKE i,.mmediately turned to Police Officer RICHMOND,, 
and. stated_, 'fl:»R. :KING has been shot." He stated that Officer - .. _ :_ 
RICID(OND went in~ $tate._ of shock at the sound of this-news, 
and did_ not take any i~ediate action. . , · 

LOENNEKE stated that he then ran through the apparatu$ 
floor:, teiling_oth~r_p9lice officers that DR. KING had been shot. 
He• then went through the l u mic~oo,m of' the engine house telling<. : . 
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the officers in that loc~tion that DR. KING had been shot. 
All police officers, upon hearfng the inews that DR. KING had 
been :shot, immediately rushed out the door and proceeded in 
a.11 directions in order to su:IC'round the motel in which 
DR. KING was staying. 

·LOENNEKE further a.dvisedl that after he informed the 
police officers th!Ei,t DR e KING had been shot, he went out the 
front door of the station onto Main Street, but did not 
observe any,i;nie runniirng ori Mai.n Street or any pedestrian traffic 
whatsoever. In addition, he stated that be did not see a white 
Mustang on Main Street after the shootilrllg nor did. he hear the 
sound of IBUl automob:U.e leaving in a hurried manner. 

LOENNEKE stated that while h.e was looking through the 
peephole, both before :and immediately after DR. KING had been 
shot, he did not see any person 011 Mulberry Street wearing a 
light jacket or pull-over shirt with a hood on it. He stated 
that just pr.tor 'to the time DR. KING· was shot, two Negro females 
were standi.ng on the second floor balcony, a short distance from 
DR. KING. LOENNEKE advised tha.t :at the time .OR, KING was shot, 
these women started hollering :i.n excitement, and. appeared. to be 
in a state of shock. He stated that both women, after realizing 
what had happened, then. began to attempt to administer help · 
to DR. KING. He also advised! that there was a white man, without 
a sui tcoa.t and. wearing black horn-ri.&lfll1Jedl glasses, who approached 
the body of DR. KING, and then left to obtain more towels, which 
were being used to stop the blood coming from DRo KING's body . 
LOENNEKE stated that he hadl seen this white man previously th!t 
date with DR •. KING, and. assumed that he was in DR. KING's party, 
Approximately thirty seconds after the shot had been fifed, · 
a Negro male appeared on the balcony, and started taking 
photographs of DR. KING~s body. IiOENNEKE thought this odd at 
the time because the individual made no attempt to assist 
DR. KING, but was more concerned with the taking of the pictures, 

LOENNEKE further stated that at the time the shot was 
fired, he saw only one man in the courtyard. or parking lot 
beneath DR. KING's balcony 9 and this man he assumed was 
DR. KINGis personal chauffeur. 

LOENNEKE advised that to the best of his knowledge, the 
shot that was fired came from the left of the firehouse and 
from a position which could_ not be seen from the window from which 
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he was observing DR. KING. He stated that at no time did he 
see a white male ru:mning from the area 9 and could furnish no 
positive informat:ioll.'ll concerning a possible suspect in this murder. 

LOENNEKE advised that he was unable to furnish any 
addition al in form.at ion at this time. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4-'--/_1_5-'-/6_8 ____ _ 

~ ' ..; ·:· 

P~t~olm~n BA~MEW ~o DE@~~, M@~phi~ Police 
Department, home add~®~~ 4264 Dun~ St~®®t 9 Hemphi~, Tennessee, 
advi~,d ~s follows: 

o~ Apwil 4 9 1~~8 9 h® wa~ a22i~n®~ to a Tact Unit 
whi©h i~ an emergen©y unit. ~hat unit ©onsi~ts of 3 auto­
mobiles with four poli~® offi~®~~ in ®a~h automobile. 
The automobiles ©onsi~t®~ of both M®mphi2 Police Officers 
an~ Sh~U»y County Sh®:iriff 0

~ O:ffi©® IDeputie2. D11.urin.g the 
day of April 4, 1968, th® m@mbe:ir~ of that emergency squad 
di~ cha~ge cars from tim® to tim@ ~@ that at ~iffewent times 
during the day he, him~®lf, wa$ ,ri~ilThg with different 
polic~ officer~. They ~~r@ @oilThg thi~ ~o that the members 
of the Shelby County Sh@riff 0

~ Offi~@ ~i@ not feel that the 
Memphis Police Dep~rtm@lTht @i~ not w~lTht t@ work with them. 
Shortly befor~ 6~00 PM, April 4 9 1968 9 the 3 cars making up 
the emerge~cy ~qua~ or Ta©t Unit park~~ in the driveway 
\Of the filt"e sta:ttion at lMlaiIDJ altl\«:ll E. JB3utJL®Jr St2reetgm•. That fire 
station is located!' ~outlm of th® :iroomiimg house from. which 
the shot whieh kill~<dl ~@©\t(o,r MAI.TJrlW LWlH!E~ KING, JR., was 
b~lieved to be fired. ! f@ltl\~®d ilm p~rki~g lot is ·located 
between th<1t. firs st_atiom1 aimd that inuildimig. The 3 ve~ieles 
maki~I up the emergeimcy ~qua~ w~r~ puked facing Main 
Street. Two of t~e ~ehi0lea .we~e ~ide by eide,, alrlld the 
thi:!t"d vehicle was .. dir~ctly b<t!miim«ll oimce cf tlhle 2 caws which 
f a<ee©! onto Mai lrll S:ft;r~~t :• 

He wa~ ~ittimi.g ilrll th® loultl\l® of th~ fire station 
~t Main and E. Butl$r St~e~t~ ~h<Ol:!t"tly b®far® 6:00 PM 
It"®adiing a lrll'il\'l&'Spap@,r wheim ltll® h~a:ird ra:ttt limi.g of t~e plate 
glass wi~~ow behilrll~ him. Th® loum11~ area of that fire 
statioJm is on th~ ·~ou:irth ~i\tll® <Olf th@J Yo>111ildillllg. He does not 
recall ·!lll9alt":il!D.g al!D.y shot bl!Jlt oimly tlhKi :irllllttlilrllg of tlme plate 
glas~ Wilrlldow,, al!ll~ imm~~iat~lf th®It"®aft®r th~ ot~er members 
ill'll his emergell'llcy squa<dl b®g~i.!il. :!r\Ulll'.!l)lil.i!lllg out <0f the · ll'Ao:irth side 

\ (l)f tlm<e fire ~t:atio1m bui l«iLli.i.mg. He rami wut after the,n and 
, on this, out1Jide of. thee buildli,mg he wus ~\!Jllt"prisie<dl :to find 
\ ,uui.t th~ othe:ir m•b<eir~ <.0f lmis em~~l<ili.!il.<CJY &ilquaulil w~:ire ruimn.ing 
\ 

' .--., ' 
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to\Wa:!r©l tlm®il" ®m.®lfl®lThCY v®ll'hicl®~. 1H1® r~,llll to MuU»el"l"Y Street 1 . 

but «iid l!M)t <C:it"OO~ Mullbl®lr'l"Y S'\l;Jl"®®t a~ th.®Jl:'~ ii§ll a high re- ' '' 
taillllillllg \Wall at Mullbl@JJ:>ry St:!r@et. A~ h~ arl"iv~d at Mulberry 
Str®®il: 9 oth®lf' lJ\l\l®mlb®lf~ (Q)f bis @m.~:lfg®ID1©y ~«luad haidl gone beyond 
th® l"®taillllillllg wall, had ClfMS®d Mulb@r~y Stlf®®t, alllld w~re 
at the Loirrfiliil!ll® Motel. 11t'h®y W®i!"® calJLilmg out tlluat Do~tor 
MAR11t'XN LffirlH!ER KEN~ had been ~hot almd th® shot wa~ believed 
to hav® ©om@ fJJ:>om allll apartm®llllt or !"oomillllg lblou~e north of the 
filt'® statio~. H® th®llll ran back to the ®mergelmcy vehicle 
which he had pr®viou~ly b®e~ a~siglTh~d to pawked in the fire 
~tation d~iv~way faci~g Mail!ll Str~et 9 al!lld as he got into 
tllur(t vehi~le 9 Pat:rrolma,m E 1 E. DOUGLAS al~o g9t in.to the 
Ul!llit ~ith him 9 almd Patwolman DOUGLAS immediat®ly·began 
puttil!llg out a :raidlio bl.l"oadl~a~t that MARTIN LUTHER.K'Ji:NG 
had beeim e.ilhtot • 1

• · ·, 

He doo~ lmot l.l"~call ~~~ing almy offi~~:r near canipe's 
Amu~emtent Ce1mte:w; 424 Mailm St1r@J®t ~ at the time he' al!'lld Patrolman 
DOUGLAS got into thei~ ~mel.l"gelmcy unit. Aftew Patwolman 
DOUGLAS wadioed the me~~age that KING had be~n shcit~ th~y 
th~n drov~ their emeJJ:>g~D©Y Ulmit out ol!lto Mai~ Str~et 9 but 
il.!il.:Slt®a<dl of tu:irl!lil!lg lll\oJJ:>th toward the buildilllg'' wher~ the shot 
whi©h hit Docto~ KING wa~ believed to have b~®l!l fi~ed, 
th®y turlm®<dl ~outh Olm Mailtll Stlf~®t 9 circled a:irthm©I Jhe fiire statiot'f 

.tJblere 9 almd dlfove 01mto Mulb®lf~Y Street and il.!il. flfol!lt' of the 
Lolt'~ail.!il.® Motel. They ~topped m<0me1mtarily in front of the 
Lorrail!l® Mot~l Olm Mulb@r~y Stlfe®t a1md them p~oce~ded on 
dowlm Mulb®lfry St~e®t to the l.!il.®xt ~tr®~t whi©h i~ Huling 
Av®l!lue, almd th~y went we~t Olm Hulil.!il.g Avelmue almd a:iround to 
Mail.!il. St~e®t whewe they park®d their ®m®JJ:>gency ul!lit in front 
of th@ buil@ilmg i~ whi~h the ~hot ~hi©h hit KING wa~ 
b@liev®d to hav~ be~lm fiw@d. H~ and Pat:irolma~ DOUGLAS got 
out of that em@:if'g®lmCY unit a1md took a po~ition acwos~ the 
~tW®®t f~om that buildilmg Olm Mailm Stweet to wat~h for any 
$U~p®~ts who might ~om® out of th® buildil!llg. Be estimated 
th~t it took he and Patlfolllllllal!ll DOUGLAS f~om 2 to 3 mil!llute~ 
f:if'©lm th® tilllllle Do~t©:if' l!C[NG wa~ shot Ul!lltiJL tlbl®y m.a(dle that 
©ircle a:ir'oumi,d the bl(ij)<C;k a!lll©l !CB~ b:ack to their po~itioXA in 
frolmt of th® buil<dlilmg OD lhdn St:ir@@t. 

E® wa~ dr~sse~ ilm d~wk blue t:irou~~E'~ 9 a :royal blue 
~hi~t, a dawk blue ti~, al!lld a blue st@®l h®lm®t. He does 
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!l1\0t :ir~~:al ] .. i!U!llf©!!ll@ Ji.lll1 tlhl® illllr'~:a w<iiltli@ migl:mt b® cdliSill©l':ib<!JJ©l a~ 
'{/ll)®~ll:'i!!l1aE i)j), :lli1lhrt\: ©«:PJl,(l:i)lf'tiJlcdl tillJ.PP®lf fg;fa!.JJ:'llll1l(\)Jtilit 1) «:i1'.lr' w;~aii.ll"illili; afillJ'ltltAi!l'llg 
lillmi©h !!rJl\ifltlhlit l'~&i~mll:V:11.@ a li1\ir))cai@l. rm~ d@@~ !!M)'il: :i't'~~~ll a.inly ©ffi©~Ir~ 
iinl millilf rof' Uic@ poiili'lt:il©'lm\:a\ a:JLO!ll\l@; ~i!ll:i!!ll S,t'.it-'®®it .flm1 fw.©mit of tlh\ait 
b1ui:lilctlli!ll'Jg J.lil©lrtlhl rof ·tlm@ fii.t~ ~it~it:li©@ wvl\'Jl®if'® lhl@ h\@l©l a po~it:li@lfil. 
:af'tt®lr> tht!@ ~hoot:i\Jmg. lID~ <i:Uoo~ @oit 1r®©:tllll fJJa,tr·iol1muun lOOLLAl.liUTE 
011:' all:lly ©th®J!." @f;fi©~ll° lt'\IJ!lll\filllUlill!I, l!;Ht\i.Sit 1I11o :S'i .. 1'i~tmr@:i!S ill@ll!Ol~!ll'.ltil aftf;:IX' 
'1t;l!l@'£1 rl!U:Ji(l/u;:i1.mg. H®l <dl<O<e;,~ llM)'it TI°©(~illl.1]. :l£ll@ld11llg @Uli\)f' @f:fi~(e}!" lfj),ear' 
Callilip®v~ Ammu~~m©llilt Ce@tew 9 4~4 M~illll St~~~t~ ilM!l1lllll®diatdy aft®r 
tltl'i® s!raooting. Silill~@ !hl~ i,l['ll~ itb® o'ltlh\(®:J!' M!iBJmplhlii!ii! P@:1Li.lt%J O::f fi@(B?'S 
W®:W©J :iLl.mt~:!r~lt:uallilgiJJl.lg ~:i.ll:ir~ a!l'l\d W@F'~ ~IWi t«zlblilllll <a>ff t(O Tt'id6 
with ffi@')!f®b~:wei of U11® Slmt'!llby C@OJl1l!.tf S.her:iff u:1, Offic® D~pllJl.i.ld,e~ 
iim th(li\l:Jl:l'f 3 ~l!n®Jri,'@llil~f V@)Jbl.ILcl®l!ill w th~ ormly P®l!:'~<O!ll\S hil ~a!Th :rr~@all 
aifflS b~irrng illll tll'h® elM!l~:i.fgc\1nm~:, v~h:i'l~Jle wlbli~!h\ h@ '\Waff!!I alileigllll®d to 
!t"lt: tlhl~ tilllll\® of itlm@ f§lllll\o(Olitillilg WfSlE'@ pa it:rr:'olmm%Ul! E o Ee DOUGLAS 
allild LiGu'\t@imaumt Jo E. GlB101\t.llM(t,EW. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 15, 1968 

WILLIAM BISHOP KING 1 1776 West Lloyd Circle, Memphis, 
Tennesseep was interview~d at the Ce~tral Police Headquarters, 
altld furnished the following il'llf©:i'l:':!ii!l~tion :· 

KING advised he was regula:r'ly assigned to 
Number 2 Fire Station 9 i!ai!'ll and Butler, ~,temphis·, and that on 
April 4, 1968, he had reported to work ,at 7:00 a .m., and was 

11 
to work until 7:00 a.m. 9 Apt•il 5ll 196fL He advised that during 
this work shift, two officers of the Meniphis police force had 
been on location in the fire station CO!liidurti :o~ a surveillance 
of the KING party from a door to the rear @f the fire station Q 

KING stated that he occasionally looked through holes 
torn in a newspaper which was being used to cover the rear 
door and to cover the surveilling officers during this period e 

KING stated that he had been at the window observing .for 
approximately ten minutes at the time DR. KING wa_s shot. He 
advised that during this five or ten minute period that he 
observed~ DR~ KING C&i'..f!lle out of his motel room, -and ~t@@d · · .. · .1 , 'i · 

on the balcony for approximately three minutes prior to the 
time he was shot. He stated that an i.radividual was standing 
on the balcony with DR. KING 1 and that DR. KING appear~d to be 
talkin~ to someone in the courtyard. At this time 1 KING heard what 
~@u~d~~ to be a shoti and he noted DR. KING fall on the balconyo 
KING advised that he thought that it was a rifle shot because.the 
sound had a zi:ngi11Jg tone to it. Imim.ediately DR~ KING fell, 
confusion broke out in the motel. KING advised that he kept his 
eyes on the balcony, and did not actually look around the areat 
and that he, himself, was .in a stu:v:uJed state. At this time, 
someone else in the firehouse made the statement, nLet me see,tr 
~uid he, KING, moved a.way from the door* and this person moved 
to the door. KING could not identify th.is person, and advised 
th.at he moved back into the firehouse proper. 

KING stated that at the time he was observing the 
motel, th.at a Negro officer, a CHARLES STONE, and Lieutenant LOENNEKE 1 

were also at the window. He stated that he could furnish no further 
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:names of indi.vid.1.utls who might possibly have been observing 
the motel at the time DR. KING was shot. 

KING aihrised that he thought a shot came from his left, 
and that at the time he heard the shot, that KING fell approximately 
the same instant; however, KING stated he could not see any 
buildings to the left of where he was standing nor could he see. 
the open lot to the left of the fire~ouse. KING advised. that he 
did. not see anyone outside Uie building, other than those' persons 
in the KING group, prior to tlhle shot. He also advised, that 
following the shot 1 be di.d not see any policeman or any other 
individual in the str·eet before he moved away from the window. 

KING ad.vised that he could not identify any ot~er 
persons who~ he · Ji~d seen1 on the balcony either prior . to or 
following the sh66ting of DR·. KING a,s · he was :not familia1"' with 
these individuals by r,ame. He does recall seeing a Negro woman 
in the doorway of the motel room two doors down from the room 
of DR., KING immed.iatel.y after· tbe shooting. He also recalled 
that the individual standin~t by DR. KING at the time ,of the 
shot wa~ crawli:r1g'aro1.11:nd on the balcony attemptin~ to aid 
DR. !<:ING. He advised that his.·view was restricted to· either 
side, an'd. that· because of the ma1u1er ':ln which the holes ;were placed ' 
in the newspaper, he could only see straight ahead to the motel.· 

KING could furnish no further information concerning 
individuals who migh.t have been in or around the motel at 
the time of the shooting, and could furnish no information 
concerning any automobiles outside the fire station as he had 
not gone. out of the station immedliately followilt]g the shooting. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4_/_l_5_/i_6_8 ____ _ 
l 

Patlt<0llllil\1!!Ulll WlILLJ:J~~ E. @JR!,08:S $ JMl@lllJj\plllli~ Poli©® ll)~partm@IDrtt 9 

!hi(Q)flli@ iill.«lldlf'@Sl~ 4128 Tlillt1Wil@:it" 9 M~tumplllli~ p a@lwi~®@ a~ fol lOi'iW~ ~-

Ol!ll Ap:tr il 4 ~ 1968 t !bl@ '11,V;a~ a~~:Jig!lll®idl to Ollll® of 3 
®m®:if'i}~fil\~Y 11,mi it$® 1Wllll:li©!h mak@ up W1m:lll.t i~ ©~l l@(dl a 1'.ifa«;;t U'mii t fo,r 
©o@tlf'@llil!llg a@y <dli~twrbafil\~~~ IWJbli©h migllllt o©©ur il!ll MiSmp!hi~. 
ThOOi© 3 ®IM~lf'g®J!ffi©Y \\.l!JIBi.t~ ~:Jr'@ !MlifA<dl@ up cof 4 IM®llllv eia©Jhl of both . 
M@mphi~ Poli~~ Offi©@:tr~ ~JIB~ ID@p\Ulti@~ oft~~ Sh~lbf Coullllty 
Sh~lf'iffff~ Offi@@. IDUlf'ifil\g tllll@ <dlay ©f Aplf'il 4, 1968t the men 
a~~igl!ll@d to tllll©~@ ~@it~ ©llll~l!llg®d flf'©m @~® ~tt to th@ ©tlbi~r. 
lo~ that r@a~@JJ:llJ ~® ~oo~ ~@t ~~~all wh@ ~as i~ th® @m®rl®~@Y 
V@lbli©l~ W:llJth hilfflh ©luril!llg 'itll'll~ lat® a:!ft~'.lfJJ:ll<OlOJJ:ll of April 41 ~ 1968 1 
~~©®pt Pat~@lm~~ BILL DU FOl!m {plbi@JIB®ti@). 

Sh@~tly b®f@~~ 6i00 PMt ,p~il 4 9 19~8 9 th~ 3 
ffl®~l~~@Y UJJ:llit~ p~rk®~ at t~® filr@ ~t®ti@~ ~t MaiJJ:ll a~d 
I. Butl~r Str®~t~~ M~mp~i~~ ~o that th®Y might t~k~ ~ r~~t 
~w@ak. Si~~~ lllli~ Wif~ ha~ jU~t gott®l1ll ©Ut @f th~ h~~pital~ 
!bl®J WW®!!li'tt to t!l!® t@illfifplm@JJ:ll~ i)lll 'itlbi® :fir@ ~t:si:tiomi. t© ~a.11 ·ia1!ll~ ~~~ 
!blow ~h® ww~~ f~®lil!llg~ a~ tlbi® ot~®~ m~JIB ~~~~ taki)lllg t!lll~i~ ~~st 
1:»w@ak ~ That f iri~ ~tatio:rru i~ Jlooa'lt®J<dl ~©\!Jltll1 of a 1:»uil©liirng 
o@ Mail!ll Str~~t ilrll wlbli©h a sh@t whi~h kill~d ID~~t~~ K!HG i~ 
b®liev~©! t@ llllav~ b®~lrll f i:Jt"®@I. ~tlW@®IDl '/the) fir®J ~tati©fil\ i)llld , 
that builcd!illllg i~ a f~l!ll~~ iilll pa:irkilrllg Jlot 'I.With a gmt® i:ltll froirnt,o 

A~ h~ wa~ tial.Ud,Illlg With lmil§I wif ® ~ h~ ~a~ tlbl~ oth\~r· 
m~1Jll. i:rru lhli~ ~m~rg~fil!CY 1J.ll)llli'{); b@gal!ll ~Ul!ll)lllil1llg ©Ut @f th~ fir@ 
~tati@l1ll. H~ do~~ :rruot ~®©~11 he~~iilllg a:rruy ~hot 9 but h~ k~@~ 
~@m®tlhl.il1llg ~a~ w~ol1llg aillld lhl~ imm~diat®ly told hi~ wif~ h~!l!a~ 
to l~av® ~l1ll~ woul<di c~ll h®~ lat~:!r. H® lf'an out ©f tlhl~ fi~~ 
lifiltatio1Jll. aft®:ir t~lhl~ rotlme:tr' mi®10.\ ami<di tiu,rmi@d ®a~t @!lll©® «::n.ll'll:i!!!li©lei th@ 

I 

fi~~ ~tmti@l1llD a~~ h~ ~a!lll towwa~d Mulb@r~y Si~@et al!ll~ th~ Lo~rain~ 
Hot!/Jl. Siim~e a lllligh :i!:'®tai)llli1Jll.g wall :i~ Jlo@a'll:~d at Mulb®lt"lrf 
St~~®t~ b~ llll®Ve~ ~~o~~~~ th~t r®taiimiimg wall@~ Mulb@rry 
Str@@t 9 but whGmi h@ ar~iw@d at that poiJJ:llt some of th~ oth~r 
poli@e offi@er~ who h~d ~~@~~~~ ~ulb~~~Y m'lld who w~~@ at th~ 
Lo~rail1ll@ Motel ~all®~ out th~t D@@t@~ KIN@ b~d b~e~ ~bot and 
th~y b®li~v®d th~ ~hot h~d ~om~ from i!Jllll® buil~i~I llll@rth of 
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time fire st~tion. Hei r&u::a b~ck through th~t passagew1ay 
whieh is between the fire st~ti©rn ~nd the fenced in 
lot ju.st north of the fire st~tion to M~in Street. When 
he ~rrived ~t M~in Street~ he rec~lls thelt'e were 2 Memphis 
Police Officers and also a Deputy Sheriff ~lre~dy on Main 
Street in front of the building where the shot was believed 
to lhtiave been fired from.» il.l.owev@.lr 9 h® Cillnnot identify either 
of those 3 offic.eifs. n~ t©ok u.p ~ poisi tion in front of 
Canipe Amusement C'eri:t~r at 4:24 S. M!@.in Street, M:<emphis. He 
1actu~lly stood on it1a:hll ~t:t'~<et in front of that doorway. 
After he took up his pos1 titin11~ rrne recalls seeing a satchel 
and a rifle in thit~ doorw&ny i~ front of him. Those items 
were lying on wh&).t ~ppeil11.ir<ed to be ~ green piece o.f cloth 
m~teri~l which app~illll"~d to be a blanket or bedspread. He 
did not touch any of th&tt m~rteri~l v nor did he go near it, 
but h~ did watch .i.t from h:i:s position. 

Shortly ~:fte:t' h~ took up his position, which was 
within 2 or 3 minitrte~ 1ihfter he received the report that Doctor 
KING had been shot l) he re1iiruiined ~t tlhlil!t spot until the in­
vestigation was completed. Immedi~tely tafter he took his 
position, 2 other members of the emergency squa:a.d came to the 
parking lot~ which was betwe<en the building in which he was 
then standing and the fire st~tion. Those officers went into 
th~t p:1ilrking lot and se~rched it thoroughly for anyone who 
might be hiding therei!r1\, including a clump of bushes located 
at the bw.ck of the parking lot ~t the ret~ining w~ll. After 
they found no one hiding in th~t ~rea 9 they ©~me out 1 locked 
the gmi.te on the parking li0>t 9 1am.d the 2 men stood there to 
gu~rd that gl9!te. 

After hce h~d stood at his p@:siti©Jn for a short 
time~ an individual~ who ~ppiBl,rently w~s the ©perator of 
Crai..uipe Amus~nment Center, ct<lrme out ~nd in::formed him that he 
lb!:rud been ordered to the Memphis Police Stilltion to make~ report 
@f whimt he b~d seem. He, infoi:rmed th.tilt individu$1l tlbuat he 
could not le~.:sire the area until hie (GROSS) had cleiared it with 
his sup~rior officer. After he cle~r~d it with his superior 
o.fficer, he told the in.di vid11l(![l.l to go &11he&ld. Thiait m1am then 
got into his pick-up truck which w~s p~rked on Main Street 
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b~tweelill. th® buil@lilill.gh@ wa~ ~it~!!ll~i!!llg i!!ll f~oliil.t of a!!lld the fire 
~t~tiolill. :,mdl <dl~ov~ :i,rwa317 9 appal'~l!nil:ly '\t(Q) th~ polic@ ~tation. 

G~lf)SS a<dlwi~<~cdl itlh\at h~ oll:Ji[J~:lr''V®id ]r!l'D,~pe~tor Ne Eo 
ZACHARY~ M~mphi~ Poli~~ IDepa~tllIDl~!!llt Hoooi©i@~ Squa~ 9 a!!lld 
:a:noth~1° offi{';eJJr' of tltl~ :lllkollllJli(!;;:id© Sqr1.uuil ~ !!lla!!im@ u@kll'llOWJlil 9 cam~ 
to the a:lt"~:tl ~fil\dl col l~ctei<d! itlrnt~ ~ a.tch®l ~ r :i,.f 1(5), alill.@l gretem1 
cloth mat(e)Jrial whicl'm he llll:ai.«!l b~~ITil ~itiailtll©li!!llg :turn fl'io!!llt of. He 
Jnloted they ©lid Jnlot t<0u©h a!!'ll.y of tlhloi!'a1e :i t~m~, but u~ieidl ltuurad­
k~:,r.chi,e·fs to pi~k it up. Theiy plac~cdl th~ rif 1~ and the 
~at©lhl@l illil th~ gre~!!ll cl<0th mate:!!"ialp the!!'ll. tlb!~y picked up 
th~ greel!i.\ cloth col!ilt:aim1in.g the crther items am:ll took it all 
to poli~e headqua:!!"ters. GROSS ob~e~v~d thi~ f~om a distance 
of app:!!"oximat~ly 10 to 15 fe~t. 

. Olli.\ Ap~il 4 9 1968p b® w~s wearill'll.g dark blue trou~ers, 9 

a royal bl'QJ!~ ~lhd:irt 9 a d~rk blue tie 1 a!!'ll.d a blue 5t@el helmet. 
He doe~ miot rel!'.::all aJnly~fil\e in the aJr®Ja who llldgllrt lb!awe been 
wea:!!"il!ilg afil\ upp~r ga~m~l!ilt whi~h might be ~e~c~ib@d as 
'iilWhite oi:ir li,glhlt col@J!:'ed 9 aID\d. who was wea:1rin.g al!ll item of cloth­
ifillg whi~h might be de~c~ibed a~ a hood. H@ do~~ ~ot recall 
m~~i!!'ll.g Pa:trolman OOLL.AHJI"lt'E or alillY oth®ir polic:~ off icel" 
runlilliIDig tm Mailill StJJ?e~t !1ll@ar thEi U. S. : F ixturei~ off ice 
mom~lil\t~ aft~r th~ ~hootiirng •. 

H~ advi~~d wh~!ill. th~ 3 ~merg~lillcy unit~ parked by the 
fir~ station ~hc~tly b®fo~~ 6~00 PM 9 ApFil 4 9 1968 9 they parked 
ilill the fir~ ~tatio!!'ll. dw.iv~way facilillg th~ u11llit~ towa~~ ~outh 
Mailill Stre~t. Two emerge!!'ll.©Y Ulillit~ w~r~ pa~ked ~ide by sid~ 
alilld th~ third Ulillit wa~ parked ~ir~ctly belh\ind ©lill~ of the front 
t1.W(ll ~ H~ ~Ul'lfflli~~d that if the per~olll 1i1lh\o ~hot Do~to:w KING 
h:ad .fi:r.tild th~ ~hot ·f11:'0m th~ bu:lldiJJllg l!ll©J)fth of -th~ fi:fr'~ 
station on. Mlain. Stre~rt 9 afil\©l that :ilill©lividual ha,¢1 th®l!ll. ~umi 
out of the buildihg olllito MlailITl Str~~t :ai.RM:ll lutd' tu:irJrlled south on 
Mail!ll. Str~et 1 the fir~t thi~g th~t illldividu~l would have s~en 
would have been 3 p«.iili~e car~ i:im tlbl® ,b:i v@wmy of the f i:ire 
~tatio!ill.. Although thosiei 3 eim~ifge:mcy police V®~i«:ile~ 1Were 
UMl!aJrlll!ll.ed, he fe~l~ that iS po~~ibly whatmpp®l!ll.®d i!!ll this 
i!ill.~tanc~ al!ll.d that i~ why th® ~u~pect d~opp®d th~ ~ifle 1 
~atch~l al!ld gr~e!!'ll. cloth bla!ill.k~t or bed~pr®ad, whi©h wa~ in 
fJfo!!llit of the Canip~ · Amil.u~em~mrlt Cemrft;6!:lf" at 424 S. :Main Streeit .• 

', 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l . Date 4/~/68 

Mr. CHARLES HARDY !HJJIILBY, Advertising Layo~t 
Department, National ·Food Company, 1797 South Florida 
.t\venue, Memphis, Te•u1essee, fu:mi.sh.ed the following inf or mat i~n: 

Mr. B~11l'CUY said that he parked his car ~ little 
south of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 Sout~· Main Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, at 4:45 p.m., on Apr~l •~ 1968. He said. 
that his car was facirg in a northerly direction and was 
immediately behiad a white Mustang vehicle of an un~nown year, 
which was immediately in front of the ca~ipe Amuf,iem.ent Compapy. 
~BY said he saw one white male in the Muijtang car b~t CQuld 
furnish no physical description of the man as it was too dark 
in. the m.an•s car to enable him to get a good lopk ,-t the •n. 
Mr. lt'mu.,IY stated that he looked at the license plate of ihe 
Mustang, and believed it to be an Arkansas license with tile 
-f ir$t two letters being "AL." Mr. BDILBY $aid he ·could not. 
be positive of the two letters "AL" on the l:i;ceru1e, but be 
believed these letters did ~ppea:r on the liceneJe. 

Mr. IQJl&IY said that~ could furnish ao furtller 
inform.at ion regarding the white Mustang .and its lone occupant 
as b.e, Mr. H-URLIY, drove away at 4:48 p.m. on April 4, 19681 
and the man was still in the car wb.en .,.he left .• 

,_ ,,1 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ____ 4_/_5_/_6_8 __ _ 

PEGGY JANE HURLEY/J customer services, Seabrook 
Wallpaper Company, 421 South Mai~ Street, Memphis, -advised 
that at about 4145 p .. m:,,/) April.4o .1968, one of the gix-ls j,.n 
the front showr.oom called to her and told her that her busbancl 
was waiting Cl>D the street f:romhero· Vpon hearing this she went 
to the showroe and told the girl that was not her husband.'s 
whit, Falcon but it was a white Mustang .. A few minutes later · 
Mrt·~ HURLEY stated that her h~sbiand did pull up in their '1hite 
F-.Jpon an(l parked behind the 'White Mustang which was'parked in 
f~qrit ofcanipe•s AmuselJlents dir~ctly across the street., She left 
work, or9.-sed the st-reet and proceeded home with h~r husband. 
She said that when.they arrived home they heard on the news that. 
MARTIN UJ'l'HER kING had been shot at the Lorraine Hotel, and that 
the suspect had gotten away in a white M~stang.. She said that she 
and··her huspand began to talk about. the white .Mustang wllich was 
parked right in front of her husband•~ car when he picked her 
up on Main Street .. She said her husband told her that he notieed 
that this Mustang had Arka:ns~s license pl~tes on it. He also 
said that he notic~d a white man sitting in the Mustang .. H••said 
he was ,wearing wbat appeared to be a dark suit. ·Mrs. HURLEY 
stated she did remember a man sitting in· Uhe car when she left 
work, but she could not deterll\ine what kind of clothes 'he was 
wearing or what color hair he.had .. 

j, 
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I ' H tif 
ELIZABETH COPELAND" c,1u,t.emer servicEts e :Seabrook: 11 ., t_<i~ 

Wallpaper C~mpany 0 421 South Mailtl Street 0 Mempliis,r 1advisedi that ~J 1 

at about ,4:.45 p.m.11 April 4 0 19680 sbe saw a white ear. pull up 
and park ~cross tbe st.reeto She said,that she called: to.PEGG'f 
HURLEY to· tel~ hef th.at her: b:~sb>and had arrived as he us11u1lly : 
did at. this · time daily., When PEGS'!' came to the front sh~roon,I' · · 
'She looked out. the wi:ndow ud told her, ELIZAB~H COPEIA&;~ 
t'hat the car aor41)ss · the street was not her hushancU s:·• Fal,onn h"Q.t. ,was a 
Must.arMg. She statelji she looked again at the car and sa,orlfhere was a 
white man with dark hair sittirMJ in the drive:r•s. seat.. She add~d 
that she believed the man was wearing a dark colored coat. M~s. 
COPELAND stated Mrs.,.' :m.JRLEY • s husband pulled tip . -in a few mip~tes · 
and then proc~eded tc leav~ with his wife. At-~:20 Mrs. COP$IAJIU) _ 
stated that her husband who l.1ormally picke4 her up daily ·attemp1:ecf 
to park ac;:ircss the st.reet'il'/l b'lW.t th.e .curb was completely filled ifith 
vehicles, and. he had to double park next. to · the white car wbiah. .. , ,,. 
she thought was a ,Mustang.,· Sh~ said when her h.u.sband arrived she 
left worke cro$Sed th~ street ad got in her husband's car and 
left for h~me.. She advised when she went t~ get in• her husband.'s 
car she noticed that there was n~ one ~ittin~ in the white Mustang. 
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.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
4/7/68 Date _________ _ 

Mrs. FRANCES B. THOMPSON, Bookkeeper, Seabrook Wall 
Paper Company, 421 South Main Streeto Memphis, Tennessee, aovised 
that she finished work on April 4 11 ' 1968, at approximately 4:30 
p .. mo, and was in the company showroom at the front of the·store 
waiting for her daughtero She said that at about 4:30 or 4:45 
p .. m .. , she saw a white au.tomobLl,.e drive up and park across the 
11treet from her in frQnt of·. Canipe•, Amlllsement Company, 424 Sou.th· 
Main Stree.t., . Mrs. THOMPSON said she thought the car belonged 
to PEGGY HURLEY'S husband and that he had. come to 9:et PEGGY7 however, 
PEGGY loo~ed and said that this car was a Mustang and that·Mr. HURLEY 
would be driving a Falcono 

Mrs. THOMPSON said that her daughter picked her up at 
approximately 4:45 p.m., and the two of them left the area. She 
said that when she left at 4:45 p ... m., there was a white male 
sitting in the front seat of the white Mustango Mrs. THOMPSON 
was unable to furnish any other information concerning this 
individual. 
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Date __ __,4~-L.2'-'/'-'6...,8--1_''--~ 

DAVID HARRISON OWENS, @redit Manager, Seabrook ' ' 
Wallpaper Company, 421 Sout)1 Main Street, Memphis, advis•« that. 
on 'Aptil 4, 1968, in the afternoon, he was working in th$'.w.:rehouse 
at the. rear of the storeo , He stated that at,'6::'O0 Pomo, le ~nt 
to leave the building in order to go home and he noticed that 
there were :,olicem~n everywhere and thf:!!re was a gt'f:Ult · deal of 
noise in th, str~et., 

. . He said he siaw a lot of poli@ei1M11n in front of the doo~ay 
at canipe•s Axnusement company and·he a!ilsumed that t:here had been, · 
a robbery ~t Canipe• si Amtu\1~ent. Canpany o He stat~d that he saw 
s~veral polieemen looking down at· !m ob.ject' ~~b was• lying on 

· the.· siidew.,lk in front of the dooYCWa:y ~t Caniptf1f,s Amusement · 
Comparay ud it app~ared to be a large e~nvas obj,ct about t.welYG 
bu~hes high a~d five feet longo, M;r<l OWENS said that the(o'.bjeot 
reminded him of a large mailbago He .~aidt.bat. when he went 
to leave the ~tore with Mro COORSY and Mr~ HOLT, they wete 
questioned by policem.en, an& were giv•n pE/lmisraion to leave the 
area, which 'they dido . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _ _,,4.,./.....,,li,.;;S~/ ..... 6.MS----~ 

Mro GEORGE ROWLAND HARDING~ Room 3, 386½ South 
Main Street, advised that he is unemployed and that he is 
living at this rooming house at the present timeo Mr. 
HARDING stated that on the afternoon of·Apr.il 4, 1968, he went 
to Jim 0 s Grill located at 418 South Main and ordered a bowl 
of chili and a quar~ of beer@ 

He further stated that he sat in the last booth 
w i th a person by the name of HAROLD PARKER who works for 
Yellow Cabo 

Mr. HARDING stated. he was.in the grill when a police 
.officer came to the door and instructed everyone to stay in the 
grillo He said he learned later that MARTIN LUTHER KING had 
been shot. He said he feels certain he heard a shot, but did 
riot realize it was a gun that was fired at that timee 

Mr~ HARDING explained that he had been sleeping 
most of the day and when he awoke he was hungry •. He said he 
had been drinking heavily before he went to sleep and, therefore, 
was not too aler.t when he walked down to Jim's Grill. He stated he does not recall seeing any cars on the street either being 
driven or parked and does not recall seeing any people on the 
street before he entered Jim's Grille Mro HARDING advised he 
cannot furnish any additional information concerning the activities 
that took place in th~ immediat~ vicinity of Jim's Grill at 
the time MARTIN LUTHER KING wail 9hot., 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date _____ 4=/'--'1=5=/,__,6=8~ .. _ 

Mro ROBERT D. WHEELER@ 908 Emery Street, Memphis, 
advised that he is employed as a driver of a lift truck for 
Me E. Carter@ 415 South Front Street, Memphiso 

Mro WHEELER advised that he got off work at 5:00 
p.mo, and walked to Jim 8 s Grill located at 418 South Main 
Street, Memphise He stated that prior to going to Jim's 
Grill hewas waitingoothe ·orner of South Front Street and Huling 
Street to get a r1ae home0 He said that when he was unable 
to get a ride he started walking dqwn the east side of South 
Main Street. Mro WHEELER stated that when he was almost in 
front of Jim 0 s Grill he was told by someone, probably a Memphis 
Policemanor a Deputy Sheriffu to go inside of Jim's Grill and 
stay there and then the door was locked. 

He said he was walking alone and was not aware of any 
activity in the immediate area at that time. He said some time 
after entering Jim's Grill he learned that MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shot .. Mr .. WHEELER stated he did not hear the shot and 
he did not see anyone running, walking or carrying anything in 
the immediate areae He said he does not recall any cars parked 
in the immediate area and does not recall seeing any car drive 
away while he was walking down South Main Street from the 
intersection of Huling and South Main to Jim 8 s Grill. 

Mr~ WHEELER advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning any activity that took place in that 
immediate area at_the time MARTIN LUTHER KING.was shot. 

Mr& WHEELER said the above activity took place on 
April 4, 1968s. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date --~4-,.../-l-5..,./_.6...,8..__ ___ _ 

Mre FRANKLIN WILSON RAY, JRo, 3639 Allendale Road, 
Memphis, advised he is employed as a salesman by the Tayloe 
Paper company, 420 South Front Street, Memphis. 

Mre RAY advised he left work approximately 5:30 p.m~, 
on April 4, 1968, and walked alone directly to Jim's Grill 
located at 418 South Main@ Memphise Be stated he walked east 
on Huling Street toward South M~in and when he reached the 
~orner of Huling and South Main he walked diagonally across 
the street to Jim 0 s Grillo He ~tated he does not recall 
walking past any cars other than STEVE CUPPLES 9 1959 white 
Chevrolet which was parked across the street from Jim 8 s Grillo 
He said he recalls there was a line of white cars parked at 
the curb near the entrance to Jim's GrillQ 

He said he was not aware of any-activity in the 
neighborhood and that he was playing pinball machine and shuffle­
board machine when a deputy sheriff came to the door and 
advised that no one was to leave until further notice. He 
said shortly thereafter an individual who he believed to be 
with the police department came to the door, ·requested that 
each one put their name and address on a sheet of paper 
and it was at that time he learned that MARTIN L'QTHER KING 
bad been shoto He said he does not recall looking out 
the window while playing the pinball machine and shuffleboard 
machine, but as soon as the deputy sheriff entered he recalls 
looking out the window and saw STEVE CUPPLES' 19-59 Chevrolet 
parked across the street and JI~ WALKER's white·Fairlane · 
Ford parked just south of- the entrance of Jim's Grill. He 
added he also saw JOWERSm Cadillac parked directly in front 
of the entrance of Jim 0 .s GrilL 

Mr. RAY stated he was concentrating on playing the 
pinball machine and shuffleboard machine and was not aware 
of any activity in the immediate neighborhood. He said it was 
not until someti~e later that he learned MARTIN LUTHER KING 
had been shot~ He stated he did not hear the shot and cannot 
furnish any info'rmation concerning the activity in the neighborhood 
such as people walking or running, cars parked or being driven or 
any other actiw.ity .. 
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FE[?ERAL ·auREAU OF INVESTIGATIOW 

. 4/7/U D•t.e--~-------
! . 

, ROS ti tu. :DA:&:JNJY., wa:l:treas, Jim'• Gr:l 11, 411 Boutti · . 
Main Street, leaph:t11, :ulvt••d tlla.t· on April 4, 1111,· .Idle cue 
on· duty at· abo•t S:OO p,m, She atated that ev.e:rytbln• ••••d 
·norlial up. until• abou.t. 8:10 p,m. • when 12J.1e heard ·tbat a abootiDI· 
had. occurred. lbe aaf,led th.at !!he aaw notkins· '.out Of tbe . 
ord:iitutrJ, and could p:rov:ld~ no f\llrth~r intonation q · 

--•·": ~ "' .;:,;:;:;+,,.;,;..;. .. _;,. .... :::-~::::.: . . 
,.., ~- . .. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 15, 1968 

Mr. HAROLD E ~ PARKER 9 1054 Mead a Street f. Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised he is employed as a driver for Yellow Cab 
Company, 581 South Second Street, Memphis, Tennessee. • ,. . ~ ' 

Mr. PARKER advised!. he got off of work at approx:lmately 
4:00 Pom. on April 4, 1968. He stated he left the cab he 
was driving at the gt.ls pump at approximately 4~00 p .• m.,, checked 
111 with his day's proceedings, and then left in his 1959 white 
four door Rambler, License Number, Shelby County AS 6131, which is 
his personally owned auto. He stated he drove·this car to the 
area of Jim. 1 s Grill 1 whie:Jh is located at 418 South Main S'treet, 
Memphi.s, Ter.u::iessee. Mr. PARKER stated that it is hi,s estimate 
that he arrived at approximately 4:15 to 4:20 p.m. at Jim's 
Grill. He commented th~t when he arrived, he drove past the, 
Grill, and parked near the intersection of Huling Street and 
South 1&\i:n Street. He said he does not recall what cars were 
on the street at that time, but does recall specifict\lly' that 
Mr. JOWERsi Cadillac was parked almost directly in front of . 
Jim's Grill. He explained that Mr. JOWERS owns 'and operates' 
Jim.is Grill. Mrq PARKER stated he ca:m.riot recall what other 
cars were on the street or what other cars were between his 
1959 Rambler and JOWERS' white Cadillac, but beli~ves that there 
was at least one 1 if not two, cars between his and JOWERS' car. 
He stated he has no idea as to the color, make 9 or model of the 
cars between his and JOU-RS w car. 

Mr •. PARKER stated he was in Jim. 's Grill having his 
evening meal of chili and beer~ He said he was sitting in the 
last booth in the Grill with a person whose name he knows as 
GEORGE HARllING. He stated he does not know HAJIDING•'s occupaticm 
or his address, but com.raented that HABDING frequents Jim/s Grill 
quite regularly. Mr. PARKER added there were a number of. 
people in the Grill dur.ing the entire time that he was there~ 
and that there were several young men playing the shuffleboard, 
ping-pong machine, and the j~k~box. He said he was not aware of 
any activity outside of Jim's Grill until a Deputy ~heriff 
entered Jim's Grill sometime after 6:00 p.m. 1 and told everyone 
in the Grill to r~main there until they were advised they, could leave.· 

' , ' ~ t 
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Mr. PARKER stated he stayed i.n his booth the entire time, 
and. did not look out the wiridow at any time until he left .. 
He said ~ was ltl!Ot ~ware of what. occurred out in the street, 
and in the immediate area until Mr. JOWERS asked him if he ;,had 
heard the sb.ooiting. He stated he told JOWERS he had not· beaJ;"d 
a,ny shooting, and was shortly thereafter advised that MARTIN LUTHSR 
KING had been shot. He stated he definitely <lid not hear 
any shot fired while he was in Jim's Grill. : · 

Mr. PARKER stated he did not notice any new faces 
in Jim's Grill while he was there, but commented the only:; 
individual he actually knew was GEORGE WUIDING, who shared the 
booth with h.im. He said he kn.ew there were a number of regular 
customers i:n Jim's Grill, a:ndl, these were young men who are employed 
by the'Tayloe Paper Compalny, but 'he is completely unfamiliar 
with their names~ 1 " · • 

Mr. PARKER stated the only car he can remember on 'th:e 
street in front of or in the i.mm.ediate area of Jim's Grill 
when he entered Jim 0s Grill was Mr. JOWERS' white Cadillac~ 
He stated he cannot recall any individual or individuals.either 
walking or r1.uu1ir.ng in the im.mediate :area of ~nm 9s Grill when 
he entered to have his meal. He stated he can furnish nQ 
information whatsoever concerning the shooting of MARTIN LUTHIR 
KING on April 4, 1968. · 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ApriJ J 5 9 J 968 

Mr. JIMMIE RICHARD SANDERS, 1687 Childers Street 
(Frayse:r), Memphis 1 TEH1nesseEi, advised he i.s em.ployed. at 
Wood Parts, Inc., 1590 Texas Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr. SANDERS stated that on the evening of.April 4, 19(58, he 
left his place of business at 1 Wood Parts, Inc. at approximately 
4:00 p.m-. a:nd took a bus to the Arcade Restaurant, located at 
the corner of Calb,un Street and South Main Street~ Memphis 1 

Tennessee, which i'S approximately one long block from Jim's 
Grill, located at 418 South Main Street, :Memphis, Tennessee. 
Mr. fJ'.ANDERS: stated he walked from the intersection of South Main 
Street and Calhoun Street to Jim's Grill, and arrived at 
.Jim's Grill at approximately 5:00 p.m. He stated he was alone,. 
and entered Jimvs Grill for his evening meal. He stated his 
reason for eating at Jim's Grill was because he had rented a 
room at 390½ South Main S"treet for three or four days, which is 
in the immediate area of Jimws Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS st~ted he sat in a oooth fo.r a while 
and at the counter for a while, ordered his e~ening meal, and 
had several beers, 

Mr. SANDERS advised that while he was eating his 
meal, he recalls that at approximately 6:00 p.m. a Deputy Sheriff 
came to the door of Jim's Grill and advised everyone in the 
Grill to remain there until advised they could leave. He said 
that at the time he had no idea as to why everyone was told to 
stay. He said sometime later everyone in Jim's Grill learned 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot that evening from somewhere 
in the immediate area o·f Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS stated he 
did not hear the shot that was fired that killed MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, and added he was not aware that KING was staying in the 
immediate area of Jim's Grill. Mr. SANDERS commented he did not 
go to the window to look out after the Deputy Sheriff instructed 
everyone.to stay in the Grill. 

Mr. SANDERS advised he was not aware of any cars or 
people on the street when he walked from the intersection of 
Calhoun Street and s.outh Main to Jim's Grill. He stated he is ·• 
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certain there were m,any cars both parked and being <lriven on 
South Main Street, and that there were likely many people 
walking in this area, but added he was not aware of any particular 
individual or any particular car in this area. Mr. SANDERS 
stated he cannot furnish any information whatsoever concerning the 
shooting of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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.. ;, . : YORK ADS COMPANY 
'" .: 162 S Q MA IN STREET 'r· 

~HIS TENNESSEE --= =· --:r -= -rL~= -==-~~-==--~ 

(This ~e~tioim of the :ir~pol"t pe:irtain~ to:the 
pwrcha~e of binO©ula~~ by the Unknown S~bje©t 
on Apl"il 4 9 19689 at Yo:irk A~ms Company, ed a 
~ub~equent inqui~y that wa~ made in th~ 
imm~diate vi©inity of Yol"k Arm~ Companyo) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ April 5, 1968 

_ Mr, RALPH MEREDI'tH CARPEN1'ER;W;;4844::.Du;r_bin :}~~t1:eet, 
Memphis~: 'rennessee, , tele<Jjho-ne 685~,5618, ·,,.ac1vised . that· l1e'7;~is a 
salesman· at .. the York Ar~is Company located :at?.162 South Mnin 
·Stxeet .i I\lh,mphis, ·· · 

, . , Mr,. CARPF~Nl'ER ':r-.~calls that· yest~r,<;,ay ,:{t:Apr,:i).i~ ,.,.1968, 
·he wi:ui in,the_ above m.entfmwd stor~ t~lki.ng,;,t,>:,~one':•-;;o:f:.itho 
other salesmen in H:1e store whcm an indi. vidi1al'iiE!:nt~!'.e"diand 
:subsequf.'.nt ly bought. from h:h~ a pa:tr' of Bush:n~ll\:~bip'ocl'ilatEt1.:\ .. 

'l'h;ls i11d:i.vi.chial-.ent~red:the,.,store.ht abo_ut- 11;00. in'.d>tie)>'•··"'.·.: ;,_ -· 
rd.'ternoon, . Mr. C.AR:PE:Wrlm estim~t~s/'thit::f:k'tcf'l;)_~· th~ correct .. 
time :uid 1 , _in part, ,:,,P~-~e~.\ his esti~atEi .cm•· the''.''.f'act;:_thf;lti;: .. 
t her0 were: pickets.]ip,:radi.ng},~n .f,,:r;p1itfoff.t~e·;store I at·_ that · 
\ im.fi, . M~~ ;' CfJRP:EJ:-t!'E:R'(:r~q,fl, llt(~that"~,£i,f ;, t ~t:firiin~ i .. ~•,i;~_ua 1,;1piu~i?,C~eded 
ftu:tl1er_·.1nto·:the stortr he tu_rned · to this ·1nd1v_:;1.dual a.ncl a~ked 
if ht~ could .be of:- 3.$~:i.stance '\The_;:~:m.Uv:i.dual ::~tated J:hat· ho 
w:tshed 'to. purchaiie · somefb~n . -~ 'latij/\and M~l' .. NT~,~J'tq_ld(tj,~;i'','.:. 
him that he·was ~bout oi1t;'ofJ/binQdulars an~ .alt~~•:? '''." 
only or)es he had in :stock:.,were5fa,I:paf1• sell1t,:h 2,<:>'01/,'.a_nd ·· 
Mwth~r pair selling fox: :nin~:fy-some, _dol1~:t.~,~:':·:'.:,:~,7~h.e.,~'°indi vidµ:1 l 
r::tatod that he belie.ved/,these were'·too 1 hi'gh''.'priced-fo1~ him,•••·-·. 
and thon Mr, CAR:Pl];:N'f'ER reca :l)~ed tha t,;,.t.n,<::v:·e might. be a cheapE;?r 
p:t ir of binoculars in ·.the· w:indow:,:,and'·'a'dv.tisect tht:.t_i.ndi vidua 1 
t!rnt he 'Would find out, . Mr.: C.ARPEN'.fER ,thereupon'went to 
the d:ti:{play w:l.ndow in the ',front of the ;·sto·re and determined 
th~1 t tho1·e was on display·,a · pair of- Bushnell bil'HJculars 
St.:11ing for $39, 95. He brought these binoculars back to 
the customer and exp1;.iined. th::t t they wore. a Japanese Jmport 
of bctti:':r qunl:i.ty, Tho indi.vJ.dual seemed to incHcate/that 
be f::ither x·ecognized thG n.B.me or that he agre<~d· that·,_there 
wore some good· Japanese imports. T'he :,custome1\;rai.scd\•the 
b:i.nocu lnr1r:1 to hi.B eyes /;!.l".ld :in so111e ... mapn0r, ,. r t. 110w reca ll~d 
by Mr, Ci\RPEN'f.ER' : • indicated t hf.t t 'l:thesij&\ bin op":, ~):;~, rei\·,-"('?· 
}~ t; c. e 1rt a~:) 1 e ~ · " - , ;:\• · ~. ~::~\~~:?. ,., . 

, . Mr, CARP~;;N'l'ER 1·ee:a],ls :\1tl:,.t,tr!l:!~O .. }l}l,Stori1~;:,~rt~keil _ i('' 
1.nstructions were ·1.n the box_;•:, ::u:id{MI~?t'..,QAJt,P,ENTER·ta¢!v:i.se.d ,him 
Urnt there were .,in~t:r:~wtio)1~,iinvttj~f::b,g~:;•;~t;iit, 'uchfz:Wf\~': 
needed\toibe, known.ho:; op~;rat,, the \b1no~.4J · -J;,thatj::itq 

,, . ·,• ",,,: ·;•,,•,,.-~:!' . .:, •·.,,-: ~, ,•·t·".10
''•,,~- • ·Jt,.,,5&:.:~ ·.~, 

On 4/5H;s 

SA ROBERT W ,. GOODWIN· and·•-.·. 
by SA. RALPH J .·' Ln;wERi:s,' :,;, R.JL/acp ,;''' •.' .; , .- .. ,)('. . _.,. ,,;\~~: ;t\ :~)~:·. . ',,:· 
This document contains neither.recommendations nor <!'onclusions\,~:the FBI. It.''is 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distr\b:uted outsidj}i~,ur agency. ·. _-i' 
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• 
just. place them tci» the eyes arui ·.adjust the eye. pieces. Mr. 
CARPENTER recalls that he wrote en the box in which he · 
placed tile h.irhoculars the price $39 .. 95 and the amount of 
tax which was $1 .. 60 and\added the tw@ figures for a total 
@f $4lo55. He placed the sales slip and the box with the 
binoculars in it in a gray paper bag which bears the name 

· of York Arms on its side. The bin.ocelan were in a leather 
.or similar type carrying.ease .. The store does not record 
or maintain serial numbersi f@!r these binoculars a!lld 1 t · is 
ao~ lm~Wr& what, it any, s<e>ria l ntu1iber was on this particular 
pair of billlooulars. 

Mr •. CAR:PENTD stated that the biimooularei w@'re 
Bushaell brand and were 7 by 35 size. 

Mr. CARPEITD describ~d·th~ customer as fellows: 

. :Race : 
Sex: 

· Age: 
Beight: 

· Weight: 
Hair: · 

C@mplexi~mi: 
B~ild: 
Scars ftind marts: 
Regional accent: 
Dre~s: 

. White 
:1a·1e 
26 ... 32 yeam 
5 feet 11 inches 
160 pou~ds to 175 pou~ds 
Black;or·dark brown, neat, 
combed 11traight. back iu.11d net . 
parted. It was r»ei tl:Aer very 
long nor shaggy. 
Color not recalled; n~ glasses 
\WOl"D 
Rt,1ddy 
Medium 
None recalled 
None noticed 
Dark suit, n@t ·kDown whether 
or not pant$ matched C()at.~ but 
recalls pants did not cont.r.a$t 
with coat; color of shoes not 
known but not in sharp contrast 
to other clothing; no ~at ~orn; 
white shirt with ll)@ticeably wide _____ _ 
space at the·. co:i,oc,;r, i1H1Ja t looking;, -
dark tie with light stripe whi~h 
covered entire tie, which w~s . , 

/s,. tied in a lemig slemider knot •~ioh 
'°' did not fill the space betwee·n 

the eollad r. tie was noticeably 
pulled to one ~'ide, not in keeping 
with generall,::)/,11meat appearance of 
c:n.1stome:r; 1ni@ je-we lry remembered'! 
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,, 

Facial characteristic~: 

-

Average fullness; not~i~g 
r,~gard i!l'llg th, . eyes,: fJ!Clil!Hl 1 

ears· o:ri .other features ·· 
·noticeable. Cu~t@mer's 
haDds were · ne.a t 9 though 

.Dothing cutstanding was 
· . noticed about them., 

Mr,, 'CARPEftER recalls that the i!ldivi©l!ua1 reached 
into ~is right f'ront pan~1.. pooket to get ~he momiey with .w~icb 
to pat for ~~e .billu)cular•o ·. The ~omiey ns nt®t in a b:l,llfold 
or a mo~ey QliP,.. Tbe m1stom~r withdrew two $20 bill11 fr~• 
a ro11·wbich:~~taiD®d ~,vflral other bills, at lemst two of 
whicl Mr. CARPEftD believ~~ were $10 bill~. The cust~mer 
alse t@ok a. ;,$1' .. 00 bill fi?l\l!)fi this roll $1,nid th~in re®.cb@d into 
his otl1e~ · front po~ket wit~ .his l@ft baJflld &Elld ,&1em,u·ed tw@ 
quart~i,"$ and a ,;n1c~el 9 m~king ~. total of $41055 for the 
paymei:nt ~ ·· Aft@~ purchasiDg th® binoc~lars, tlae eustcmtir 
W:ilked f:r,,ra the sto:1te a11d ~. CARPENTER told· him to "''iuu"'rY 
b~~k" or 8~me ,1mtlar partill1li fl!tat@ment, a~d t~e ,nill~'t@ller ~s 
reply i~ not :::r•oalled ll if . i~Y was mad~.. Mr. (?ARPE:NTER ~@es 
llOt k~ew .w!l1eh :direeti@~ !' the eumtomer took aft®r le!!iw:i,111g the 
11tore, i , · ··· · 

. 1: , ,. :· M~. C.ARPEftlR (ijf~ lllll!l\lt r~@all ®Yer h®,ving s~en 
this Uidli!.vi4t~l before tn, the steire or elsn~er~J) ,but feEtl~ 
re1aii.w1:ly·.c~rtliia t:t.uit if Jlm". 11e,s, him again he would be 
able to recog~ize him., ·· 

;.,, 

Tb® ~~•tomer, While in the ~tore, did not ~~k to 
g!jeJtt IJijy other 11merck~ndise ''sueh as rif lei! or gos or .. · 
allUluni tion of an:, l~ind 11 ~nd. m"~e no inquiry at !ill c«>~tHiriIDi~g 
~ny otber merchandise. , · · · ' • . 1 

/'•),:., ii, 

Mr,., 'CARPENTER st~:ted ·tt1:at when the customer ®111rter'ed 
the store CAR~Elf:rlR w~s near the front of the store talkiDg 
to Mr. VERNON YORK. Further b~ck in the ~tore be believe~ 
CHARLES G'.U3SOI' WI.II near the eaidi register, airnd Mr. lWGR 
B.4U)DLEY, a elerk, was al110 fh'>m~wh,re in the liJttfJ>re.. Be believes 
al$o that pessiblr Mr. CORDRA YORK, JR., may have been in 
the $to:Nll, but he does miot know·wbether or not a~1 of tb~se 
individuals took notice of the cu~tomer. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4/_1_6--'-/_6_8 ____ _ 

SAC ROBERT Go JENSEN im!tildl SA RALPH Jo L!EWllR coimtacted 
RALPH Mo CARPENTER~ ~n e~ploJ@e of York Ar!!!lllS Comp~1!ilY 9 162 South 
kin Street, Memphi~, Mlr. CARPEJN!TER w~s i~formed of the identity 
of SAC JENSEN ~1!ild he lhl.as pr@vio~~ly been i~terwiewed by SA LIEWER. 
He wai.s told we lhl.ai.d al.l!ll additiollil~l gro~p of plhl.otographs we would 
like llli.im to view. He wai.~ told tlhl.ai. t n'° ~ignd.fi@al.X'2.@e !SlmoU:nld be 
~ t tached to th~ ll~(!I.UJl@nc~ or" &il,lrl"&il.l!lll®!lllll$1!ilt ·tlhJ.e plh\otoggrtl!.1.phs might 
be iilli when he ~aw th®lllllo T~@~~ pbotogr~ph~ W®r@ l~id o~t; one 
~fter another, on the ~®co~d floor &il,W~y from by~t~nder~ ~nd other 
employees in the York Arm~ Comp~ny. 

CARPEITER sp®!!ilt at lea~t twenty minut~~ reviewing 
c~refully each of the photogr~ph~. Ee e~pr®~~®d ~ome hesitation 
for a time betwee~ ~ photogr~ph of one RICHARD-SMITH and the 
photogr~ph of .ERIC S~ GALT~ No n~me~ ~nd no identifying data 
cyf ~ny kind were f~rni~hled to CARPEJNrTER in con@e©tion with his 
study of these photogr~phs~ He did ~t~te in conne~tion with a 
photograph of SMITH that he thought this•~~ a lo~al Memphis boy 
whom he might have seens He t~rned thi~ photogr~ph over and did 
reject the photograph as lOlot being identical to tbre; one 'to whom 
he sold the 'bfn.ocl!lll~:irs. 

He studied e~:irefully for approximately fiwe minutes 
the photograph of ERIC SJ., GALT and. mmde commeinta; c.oncerl!ling the 
appearance of GALT~ He stated the hair was gener~lly similar 
to the cuistomer but th.ought it might be jUJ1i!t a little bit longer 
than when the customer h~d been in the store on. April 40 He also 
said that he recalled the cumtomer he waited on did not have 
heavy, bushy eyebrows b~t they were more like the ~yebrows in the 
photograph of GALTe -Be also stmt@d he @ad no recollection of 
seeing GALT~s teeth and thowght he had~ smile when be waited on 
him. CARPENTER ~lso ~~id he h~d @o i~dependent recollection of 
GALT~s ears appe~ring ~~ they did i@ the photog~aph 9 b~t he then 
said he did Dot notice them parti©@l~rly. He did furnish the 
following statement regarding hi$ ide!tiltific~tio~ of the photograph 
of ERIC S., GrAL/f: 
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ME #44=1987 

0'April_ 16, 1968 

990n April 16 11 1968 9 I , b lplm iii Cm.:irpenter was shown a group 
of 5 pho.tograpb.s by Spxe@ilitl Ag®Dt illll Charge Robert G Jensen 
and Special Age~t blp~ J Lievero After careful st~dy of 
each of these pict@res X placed my l!llame on tbe back of the 
picture which I feel •o~t :ires®D~led the man who bought a 
set of 'binoclY!lars from.l!l!!l® on April 4, 1968 at York Arms, 
162 So. Maillll Sts 9 M@l!l!!lphl~ 9 Tenl!llessee. · I was· not furnished 
any names or ~nr de~~riptiw® 4~t~ ~egar~ing any of tke 
photographs ~lilowim~ I \W11l.~ w.l1SJ0 told that no significance 
sho~ld be attached to any $®q~ence or arrangement that tbe 
photographs were s~oWl!ll to me. I did turn one photograph 
ow~r as X tho~ght I recog~ized. thisl to be a local Memphis 
boy. I did not ~01Wever recognize him as the person to whom 
I sold the bi~ocul~l"~. 

?iln choosing the photogrw.p~ I ~u g~ided by my best recollec~ 
tiono I r~emb~r that the mw.~ vho bought the binoculars 
did aot hav~ he~wy eyebrow~ ~~d ~ere about medium like the 
ones in the photog~~ph sele@ted. bJ me. I did not sell any 
other bi~ocular~ 01m. April 4 9 1968 

<liMy signat\l;l\l°e w.tte~t~ tlm~t I ii.lift in agreeaent witll 
the informatiolll ~et forth on p~ge o~e and page two of this 
~tatement. 1 

/s/ Robert G Je~sen 
SAC 9 FBI, Me~phi~ 
April 16 11 1968 

/s/ blph J. Lie~er 
Spe~ial Agent FBI 
April 16 9 l968i9 

/~/ blph M. carpenter 

!t ~!mould be @oted. tllllat the ~amme "ERlC S. GALT"t 
was .imot fu.l"n:islbled to CARPJUi'fD 9 !@.Olf'. '.'iW®.~ Ihle. i.n. a.position. to 
read the mi.me wt~n he ~ig~ed ~h® b®.@k of the photograph,· His 
concluding J:>®~:irk~ 9 swlmidll \Wlgj)l"~ m®.d® ~t approximately 11:20 a •. m.,-: 
4/16/68, 'l'e~ei to the ®f fe~t th~ t 9 

9v1 do~ 9 t own a std t. I · · 
st1ppo$le I w:i 11 !In®. W® to buiy a $@d t ~o tli!l$l. t I can go to cov.llrt • "' 
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F!:DEzRAL BURr:Al) OF INVESTIGATION 

l Da~ . jpril 16, 1968 

On .Ap;ril ;1.6, 1968, a group of five. photqgraphs were shown 
to RALPH.M. Q\RPEN'rJR, an employee of York Arms, 162 South Main 
St~e~t, M~m~h;is, Tennessee. The photog.;r:aphs that were shown to 
him ar~ those of: 

,JOHN Ji!PWARD THOMAS, Mernphi.~ Police Department No. 32206 

THEODORE JOHN ADANK, FBI Np. 3 ~71 080 

cr.INWN C~LE GI8SON, Memphis ~lice Depa.rtment No. 91407 

ERIC GAl.tT 

RiOBERT PI~RCE SMITH, also 'known as Richard Smith, 493 Howard 
Strt1'et, Whit~haven, Tennessee, USAF No. 14702464, date .of 
bin th I I · 
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',' 
The following investigatiC>n was conducted by 

SA llALPH J •- LIEWER and SA ROBERT W. GOODWIN at Memphis, 
Tennessee, on April 5, 1968: 

Mr. CQRDRA YORK, JR., 1374 East Crestwood, 
Memphis, Ten~9'see, advised that he is one of the owners 
of the Yo,;rk Arlll,$ Company.at 162 South Main Street, Memphis, 
and he does not recall s~eing an individual come into;.'·the 
st9:r;-e in the afternoon of-,April 4, 1968, and purchase ,a 
paj,r c,f bi~oculi,ar1;1 from Mr. n,\LPH CAR~ENTER, on.e of the 
~alesme~ at the store. 

Mr •. !ORK stated that any money taken from such a 
c~ste>me~_would _by tJ>,is time have been transferred to the 
banking institution used·Qy the store. 

j·; 

Mr~ JOBK stated that_ the York Arms,Company does 
not han<U.e the ReminJton :Game Master model 760 rifle at 
this time and.has not handled it for the past two or three 
years. He stated that the store has two other branches in 
tht:t city ;u1d Jae is ce;rtain. that neither of these stores 
has hand'.l,ed ~b!s particular model of Remington rifle in 
the past ,sever•l year$; )t~wever ,- to make sure he would, contact 
tbeee st(!)res and in the fvent they bad handled thi,a, gun 
recent],y _\fo11i'1 ;Jinunediate;ty cen~aqt. •. the FBI. 

,. . Mr.: YORl advised that Mr. CHARLES GIBSON, a 
... :t'' salesma:p :for ~he sto,re, is :riow out of the store and 

unavailable tor interview. He stated Mr. VERNON YOijK 
bas left fOJ": ~n extended;,Jta,hing trip in Florida._ · :, 

_ Jr. lf(JGH BADDL'tY, ~537 ~orth ParkWay, Memphis, 
Te~nessee, advised that he 1s a clerk in the York Arms 
Company, 162 South Maiu Str~et. He advised t~at he 
recalls that sometime on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
salesman ~ALPH CARPENTER went to the store's display 
window and broµgbt back a pair of binoc;ulars which Mr. 
BADDLEY beltevee ~ARPENTEJ eventually sold to a customer 
at that time. Mr-~l,,.DPLEY sttte4 that he does not recall 
the customer and cannot des~:tibe him. 

,,:I•:;_:,, ' 
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= 

OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
4115 HIGHWAY 51 S 
WHlTE~ WN 2 TE~ESSEE 

• 

(This investigation pertains to the purchase 
of a Gillett$ shaving kit• which was abandoned 
by the Unknown Subject, and which was identi­
fied from the price sticker appearing ther~on 
as having come from the Oliver Rexall Drug 
Storee) 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date --------~-

Mrs. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Rickard, telephone number 
397-0033, advised she is employed as a saleslady at the,· 
Oliver Rexall Drug$tore in Whitehaven. Mr~. BURNS stated that 

.. she recalls selling a Gillette ~having kit 9 which was in a 
clear plastic container, to a white man a 'little before noon 
on April 3, 1968. She stated that this ~having kit contained 
a safety razor, shaving lotion, shaving cream 9 hair tonic, 
and deodorant, which is all man~factured by the Gillette Comp•nY, 
and was in a clear plastic container,approximately four inches 
by six inches. 

Mrs. BURNS recalled that a white man came ,into the 
Oliver Rexall Drugstore shortly before noon, April 3, 1968, and 
asked her for a razor, She said she pointed out where the 
razors were located in her store, and directed him to that area 
of the sto;t>e.. She advised the white man walked down to thi$ 
area, and picked·out the Gillette shaving kit, and brol:igh.t•it 
back to the cash·' register 1 where' she was located. Mrs •. · BURNS said 
she could not recall any other i tem!SI which the white man·' . 
purchased. in ·her store. She could not recall how he·pai'dfor 
this purchas~,' and did not re6all anything he said wh:tle'.Jie was 
paying for the item. 

·ifts. BURNS stated that she got the impression ;from·the 
white man's activities that he was a straDgerin the area,,and 
she said she does not believe he has ever been in her store before. 
She said sbe:ts sure that she has never seen him prior ·to the 
time he· approached her, and she furnished the following description 
for him: · 

Race:.· 
Age:., 
HeigJit i. 
Weight: .. 
Hair: 

' • <. 

Eyes: 
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White 
45 
5 0 71~ 
165 pounds . 
Black - could not.recall 
he combed it or anything 
about his hair 
Color.unknown 

how 
further 

4/ 4/68. · · Memph:ts, Termessee 44--1987 
On ------,,----at --'-------------File # ----------~ 

SA ORVILLE V. JOHNSON / jms 4/6/68 
by ------"----------------'--Date dictated--------~ 
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Remarks: 
Dress: 

Had a friendly smile 
Blue suit 

No further descriptive information recalled; recalled 
seeing no scars and marks. 

Mrs·~ BURNS said she got the impression that this 
man was alone, and she believed he left the store by himself. 
She advised she could recall no further information regarding 
this man's description or his activities while he was in her 
store. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date --4.,_/l....;.2,.;..::/....;.6_8 ____ _ 

. M~s •. PEGGY BURNS, 4802 Ricka , 
was interviewed at her residence.9. a.t which time 
the. follo1LVing information:· 

, r • • ' .. 

Mrs~ BURNS stated that regarding the ind,'ividual who 
P•urchasea · a Gillette Travel Aid Razor Kit at the Oliver . 
Rex~ll .. Drugstore, ·where she is employed,; she further· remembered· 

· that this individual was wearing· a dark ·blue suit,: which .appeared 
to be· a ~ormal business::sui t. · She ~lieves that. when. this 
indi vid.ua1.: •~de the, pure base 9 he already had money · ib his 
ha~d wb,~n he ~pproa~hed the check~out counter.. She could :not 
re~all the denomin'atiori of a bill which he gave her~ After 
careful consideration,,she believed that he was.between 35 a~d 
45 yea~~ of a,ge, · ~nd was- appro~imately 5 11 1ou tall o To the bes~ 
of her .. ~nowledg:e, this individual came to thi .stofe o:n · 
Wednesday 11 :,Apri,l 3, 1968~ . · She said she came to wo~k:_ on Tuesday., 
Apr:Ll. ~,,: 1968, at noorf, a~d is positive this individtial di~ :not· 
make the purchalse. on th.at: dateo . ' 

' i 
'She· cloes not i"~call recer.rtly selling one of these 

Gi·Jlette Razor ,I Ki ts for: several w-eeks.. She ca:nnot recall making 
a r~quest .:for .It his item to 'be re.:.stocked on their' shelf in the 
·check-out 'book/. 9 which iSl ma.i~tained. in the drugstore. Sh~ 
stated this ba/,ok is used for the purpose of replenishing stock 
whe11 a partic:a:~lar item runs low on a particular shelf. She 
advHnid she Qj!d not work o~ Thursday, April 4, 19Ei8. fthe does 
not know whic.'.b. cash regii;ster in the· store that she. r~:ng up the 
sale. on.; but /'believes it ,was the front register because she had 
giv~n · this iv,~di vidual direetions •· when he f~rst came into the 
store, and !U,t that time :sne·· was at the front cash register, 
She believes/ there were three or four other customers i~ the store 
who were tot/al strangers. to. her. 

' . Si~e ,advised til~t duri!'lllg this particular .,vr~~k, they had 
a O!'!e car.at 'S•~e., which was. advertised illl the uwhitehaven Preast' 
new~p~p!ft\ ... _,; .A$ a result of this sale,, their volume· o~ 1:nJsiness· 
picked_ up,. and· attracted .many people. 9th.er than regular crnstomers._o, 

j' .I' 
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• • 
To the best of hex- recollection, this individual 

appeared to be an "office worker type,ir and appeared to be 
a very average type individual. The suit he was wearing was 
very neat, and looked to,be very expensive. She noted that 
while this individual was in the store, he did not hesitate 
in that he obtained his purchasei paid her, and immediately 
left. 

Mrs. BURNS viewed the three artists' conceptions, 
at which time she stated that none of these individuals were 
familiar to her in any way, and does not believe that they 
appeared to resemble the individual who made the purchase in any 
way. 
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REBEL MOTEL 
3466 LAMAR AVENUE 
MEMPHIS,' TENNESSEE 
' 

(This section of the report ·reflects· interviews 
with employees and cust0mers at the Rebel Motel .. It was 
at this motel that the t;Jnsub spent t.he night of April 3, 
1968, using the name ERIC s. GALT.) 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4_/_12_/_6_8 ____ _ 
1 

Miss ANNA CDiSTIG KELLY, Manag,r, Rebel Motor 
Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, advised that her records retlect 
the following: 

At 7:15 on April 3, 1968, ERIC S. GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham 9 Alabama, registered in room 34 
and departed on April 4. Be stated on his registration card 
that he was <dlri viir».g a Must al.Ilg bewriDg Ala baa license 1=·38993 •.. 

Miss OLLY stated that the individual would have 
had to have left the hotel by checkout time, which was 1:00 PM, 
or his registration cud would have reflected he was charged 
for two days lodging i~tead of one day. 

She further a«hrised that he:ir records reflect th® 
following: 

On April 3, 1968, ANDY GAST, Route 6, Fremont, 
Ohio·,. registered in Roarull 35 aD.d depa:irte<dl on April 4.. WILLIAM 
HESTER, 109 Forest Avenue, Troy, Alab~a, registered in ' 
Room 35 on April 4. Leonard E. Day, 5607 Highway 61 South, 
M•phis, registered in RQom 33 olll\ Ap:iri l 3. L.. N. PAGE, 
1282 Abbe Road, Sheffield, Ohio, registered. in Room 34 at 
S:30 P~ on April 4. 

Miss OLLY further advised that roOllil m.m:bers 33 
a~ 35 are adjacent to Room 34, and that the only occupant 
of ro01!ll)l 34 since ERIC s. GALT checked out wa~ L. N. PAGE. 

Miss KELLY stated that she could not remember 
DIC s. GALT, and iIDl fact the only oocu.pants of the hotel 
whic!m 11heeve,r beeae failiar with were the people who we:re· 
~teaui:, CiiiStOIIBlers of the hotel. She ~tated that SARA LOVING~ 
would b.ave clea~ed 'the room iww.ediately aft~:n? GALT checked .. 
out of the hotel. 
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Mi$~ OLLY made aw~ilable BRI~ S. GALT'~ registration 
card t~ Spe@ial -eimt :lm.1 Clllarge ROBERT 1G • JENSEN f~ Slil~mi~sioa 
to t~~ FBI Lll.boratery. " 

.:, > ', ' ~ I 

,I i• • i 1 
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FD,302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

J .. 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF ·t~Xi'ESTIGATION 

, , ,:/' 

l 
Date __ 4_/_8_/_6_8_. ____ _ 

Hiss ANNA CHRISTINE KELLEY, owner, The Rebel 
Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the 
following inforimation: 

Miss KELLEY stated that a check of her records 
reflected no loss of any bedspreads similar to or identical 
with the one left.by the suspect on S. Main Street, Kemphis. 
Miss KELLEY further advised tnat her records failed to 
reflect the names HARVEY LOQEYER and JOHN WILLARD for the 
dates llarch 15, 1968,, to April 8, 1968. Miss KELLEY said 
that ·her records reflected the fact that ERIC S. GALT, 
2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alab~ma, registered 
April 3, 1968, and checked out April 4, 1968. She advised 
that GALT was.driving a Mustang of ullllkll!lown year anq unknown 
color all!ld had'· the liceD.se lllumber 138993. 

Miss KELLEY said that a JERRY QOALSBY, Rqute 4, 
Ripley, Mississippi, registered at her mot~,l. April 3, 1968, 
a)lld_ checked out April 4, 1968. She stated tba t GOALSBY . 
was driving a Ford vehicle but did not know the year nor the 
color. · 

KELLEY advised she was unable to recall G-ALT or 
GOALSBY allld could lllOt furnish a physical description. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/_12_/6_8 ____ ~ 

Ml"~. BENl1U:ErTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel 9 3466 Lmar Av~nueP advi~ed that she wa~ on duty 
on April 3, 1968, from 3~00 PM to 10~00 PM that day. She 
~aid ~he could not remember r~gi~tering ERIC Se GALT in 
Room 34 on April 3 9 but upon revi~wing GALT's registration 
card~ ~aid that ~he did r~gist~r him in Room 34 at 7~15 PM 
on April 3o She ad~ed ~h~ i~ ~ur@ of th~ time because as 
~he regi~ter~ a gu®~t in th~ hotel ~h~ looks back at the clock 
which irli on the 11Wall behind her aimd writes the time on his · 
regi~tration car~o Thi~ i~ done routinely because it is a 
hotel poli©y t:o allw th~ gu~st~ 15 minute~ f~om the time 
they register t© decide if they st::111 want the hotel room. 
If within thi~ tim® they decide that do not want the hotel 
room their mol!lley i~ refunded. She ~tated she wrote the arrival 
time a~ 7.:15 PM ofill GALT'$ regi~tratiol!ll ~a:wd. 

She ~aid that ~he could not remember anything 
concerning GALTe She could llllOt d~~~ribe him or remember 
what,,kil!lld of car he wa~ dJE:>ivil!llg • 

. -~ ';-: 

~~~--~ Mrs e HAGEMASTER wa~ ~howwmt an artist we; conception 
drawing drawn illll BimiJ.IBgham, Alabama, al!lld ~aid that the 
individual illll the ~rawing wa~ not in alllly way familiar to her. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
4/12/68':' Date . 

SARA LOVINGS, 3230 Demoo:wat .Roa<dli, M~phis, ,maid,.,, 
Rebel· Mo~or Hotel 9 3466 Lamar AvelDl.ue, was contacted at her· 
home and advised that she was on duty at the hotel OD April 4. 
She said that she went into Room 34 on April 4,; after ·the 
occupant had checked out of .the hotel; so she could clean 
the room. She stated·tnat she could not remember what timo 
she went into the room 9 but she believes ~t to be in t~e 
early part of the afternoon. She stated that nothing was 
left in Room 34 by the occupant or slllle would have remembered 
taking it to the desk clerk. She added that she could not 
remember ever seeing the occupant of Room 34, and she paid 
no attention· to the cars that were parke1d in the hotel lot·.,. 

She was shown an artist's co!tll.ception ~rawing which 
was drawn at Birmingham, Alabama, an.d she state~ that the 
individual in the <tb."aWi!tll.g did not look familiar ,to he:ir:. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mrso SADIE MOORE 9 Maid 9 New Rebel Motor Hotel, 
. 3466 · Lamar Avenue 9 Memphis» Tennessee 9 advised that she is 

t.espo:nsfblt!: 
1
for. the service to the rooms on the east side 

of.th~ bot~l. She stated tbat she very seldom notices people 
who che@k i~to the·east balf'of the hotelo She cannot ~emem'ber 
aDything concer~ing t~e i~dividual who checked into Room 

r Number 34 on the eve)!'llillilg of April 3, 1968 9 a:nd ~becked out 
-the following day. She furthei' :stated that she cannot · · 
reme~ber seeing any Mursitar1gs ©>lrll April 3 <nr 4 9 1968 9 and, · in · 
factll "ehe· is !nlOt ::familiar with th~ v~rious -.kes'of cars, and 
pays no atterit,io)ll what~oeve:lr to them or their license plates. 
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EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4_/_1_2_/_6_8 ____ _ 

IVAN B. BBB, 2569 Faxollil 1 D~~k Cl®rk 9 R®~®l Motor 
Hot@l, 3466 Loal!:' 9 wa~ ©Ollilta©t®~ at hi~ plac® of e!DUploym®nt 
and advised th~ follo~illilg~ 

He was ollil duty .~t tilll® R@b®Jl. Mlotor lBio'(t;til fromm 10 :00 PM, .· 
April 3 9 1968, to 6~00 A~, April 4 9 1968. Be ~ai~ that as · 
a nightly routin@ he tourfil tlh\® Illlot@l groul!ild~ hourly for security. 

meek. During his howrly tours ())llll. Aplril 3 aimd 4, h® lllot i«:ecd 
a white Mustog with Ala~una lic~M® plate~ park@d in front 
of Room. 34. He addedl tlmat lh\® \'Will.~ po~i ti ve that this Mustang 
wasr' parked in. firoimt of 34 'i!Wlh\®llil ltll® ©D® o!lll duty at 10 :IOO 
and it was the~~ during each of his lh\ourly rou~ds until 6:00 
on April 4t 1968, whe~ h® wa~ ~@liev~d by~. SB HfflSONo 
Be stated that h~ ~~w®~ ~aw th® o~cupaoot of Room 34 ~u~i~g 
his Shift. 

On Ap~il 3 a~d 4, 1968, Mro WEBB wa~ ~how~ a~tist's 
co~ception d~awi~g~ d~aw~ at Bi~mi~gham, Alabama 9 a~~ Memphis, 
Texm.essee, a~~ h@ ~t~te~ that th@ ~~awi~g at Memphi~ looked 
familiar to him but h@ co~l~ ~ot ioo a~y way i~~~tify a~y 
individual from it. 
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l • ,, 
RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ---'-'4..,_/-=12=.:..../6_;,_8;;;.._ ___ _ 

,jho. VlCCTOli DUPRAT"Jt, Owimer, Rie·b®JJl. Moit(Oln- Hotel, 
3466 Lamar Avenue ill'll. Ml~mplmill. . ,!i(<e) aullvis~d itlmat h~ i~ usually 
in the hotel lobhy from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM ~a~k day. He 
~tated th&ilt he was il!ll. the hotel ,Ollll -tr;lll\e af-'11:erllll<OJO!ll! of April 3 
and 4, bu:t he · knew nothilml of alll!yone who· ~!ll\ecllui<!ll' . ill'll.t@ .Room. 34 
on April 3, 1968. !e ~aid thmt aft~r a ,~~•t ~b~ek8 out 
of a re• th(B lllllidlm \\Will 10 i.mrto th®» ro@D t!mat 11u11 day . 11rmd 
clean it. Th~y ~ill G!llpty all t~~~~ fr~!l!'fil tbe ro<Oll\1ll~ i~to the 
trash caims at tb~ fl?'oll!l.t of· tJhl(I h@'!l:el. ll:ll~ 11ai<dl itllurt t!hl.~~e 
cans were picked up by the ~anitation ~ep~rt~~@t ~~ April 7, 
1968. 
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