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On 4-20-68, MELBA MARIE RYAN was interviewed at

the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, Quincy, I11,

MELBA MARIE RYAN furnished the following information

to SA ELYON H, DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T, SULLIVAN:

MELBA MARIE RYAN advised that she is the sister
of JAMES EARL RAY and identified a photograph of JAMES EARL
RAY, FBI #306 443 A, mated to Missouri Departiment of
Coxrections on 3-17-60, as her brother., She advised that
she had only seen her brother JAMES EARL RAY three or four

times during her 1ife time and that she has spent a considerable

amcunt of her life in mental} hospitals. She stated that She

~has been in the Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville,

Il11,.,, on three occasions.

o RYAN advised that she has been diving at the
Virginia Hotel since December, 1967, and has had no-contact
with JAMES EARL RAY -since his escape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary,

She advised that she last saw JAMES EARL RAY around
1959 when he was living in St. Louis, Missouri, at a boarding
house operated by their méther, LUCILE RYAN. She adyvised that
she was staying with her mother, LUCILE RYAN at-that time and
that JAMES EARL RAY stayed with them for approximately six
months, T
. by

She advised tha% she has never received a letter

from JAMES EARL RAY in her life and had no idea as to his
present .whereabouts,

' She advised that her mother is presently.deceased
and that her father is approximately 70 years of age. She
stated that he was living in Missouri; however, she stated
that she had talked to him on the previous night on the
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She advised that she had moved to Quincy, Illinois,
with her mother and father approximately 1948 when she was 10

years of age.

She stated around 1953 hex father had left the

family and that her mother had,
members of the family out for adoption",

at that time,

put several
and the faMllj had

not bﬁen very close since that pezlod of time,

The following physical deSCflleDH of MELBA MARIE

Race

Sex A
Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height
Weight

Build

Hair

Eyes
Complexion
Occupation

RYAN was obtained during the interview:

White
Female

Ew1ng, Missouri
5'5 L 11
185 pounds

Stout .
Brown o

Blue
Medium
None
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On 4-21-68, the files of the Quincy, Illinois,
Police Department, were checked and revealed the follow:n
arrest record for [::::::f

DATE

e

3-12-63

2-13~66
4-24-66
12-14-66
12--14-66
12-30-67
8-22-67
8-18~-67

9-18-67

9-18-67

CHARGE

Mental Case

Drunk

Intoxication
Drunk

Disorderly Conduct

Drunk

-Drunk

Drunk

1&3 . »
"Interfering with

an,pffiger
kS

LY .
Criminal damage
to propmrty

MELBA MARIE RYAN, date of birth
at Ewing, Missouri:

DISPOS ITION

- Released wifhout

Charge

$10.00 and Costs
$10.00 and Costs
Dism;ssed
Dismissed
$10.00 and Costs
$15.00 and Costs
Dismissed

Dismissed

20 days in County

Jail

The following physical description of MELBA MARIE.

RYAN was obtained from the Quincy, Illinois, PD,
by Captaln HAROLD HUNSAKER of that Departnent
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Place of Birth: szng, Missouri
Height ' 5'54"
Weight 165 pounds
Build Stout
Hair . Brown
Eyes : ‘ Blue
Complexion Mediunm
Occupation On welfare subsistence
FBI # 33 271 C

A review of the records of the Qulncy Police Department
also showed a record for JOHNNY RAY, aka JOHN LARRY RAY and

JOHN L, RAYNS and J RAYNS, This file showed JOHNNY RAY's
date of birth to be hore address 214 Spring Street,

hair brown.

’

. The record showed he was 5'10" and weighed 160
pounds., The file contained the following arrests:

DATE ‘ CHARGE DISPOSITION
4-7-53 larcent of an Illinois State
: Automobile Penitentiary, 5 - 10
, years
2-18-60 Fictitious license §10,00 and costs
P )
o
i %
RS " * ’ = - 47 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

g e ]




A e e
.

oo A
W e Bt ST Y aminn b

SI 44-561"

. EHD:ras

1

-—

The following investigation was conducted by SA

‘'ELYON H. DAVIS:

On April 23, 1968, SAMUEL EDVARD HARPER, Desk
Clerk, Virginia Hotel, Quincy, Illinois, advised that
MELBA MARIE RYAY, sister of JAMES EARL RAY, is still re-
siding at that hotel, HARPER advised that very definitely
RAY has not contacted anyone at the Virginia Hotel and that

"complete cooperation will be given the FBI in the matter

concerning RAY by individuals connected with the Virginia
Hotel, HARDPER advised that he is certain WALTER TERRY
RIFE has not had any contact with RAY anytime during the
past sevexral years, .
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On May 1, 1968 and May 3, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN,
Virginia Hotel, 234 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois,
was re-interviewed by SA ELYON H., DAVIS. On each occasion,
MELBA RVYAN advised that she had no further information
concerning the activities and whereabouts of her brother
JAMES EARL RAY. She also advised that she had no further
information of value concerning any member of the family.
She stated that she had been in contact with her father
residing at Center, Missouri as well as her father's
ex-wife RURY CARPENTER who lived in Quincy, Illinois. She
stated she had also contacted MABEL FULLER who resides in
Quincy, Illinois and all of these individuals disclaim
any knowledge of the whereabouts or activites of her brother
JAMES EARL RAY. Ste stated that she felt that all members
of the family that she had contacted would cooperate in
attempting to locate RAY and that she would furnish any
information that came to her attention concerning any of
his activities. :
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The following investigation was coenducted by
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illincis.

Daily surveilances were conducted on a spot
basis by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA MACK OLIVER at the
Virginiz Hotel, Quincy, Illinois, where MELBA MARIE
RYAN, sister of JAMES FARL RAY resides,

' On May 10, 1968, Detective DONALD CAPPS,
Quincy, Illinois Police Department, advised that Detec-
tives of that Police Department daily and nightly check.
the Virginia Hotel. He advised that all members of the
Quincy Police Department and especially the Quincy, I1l-
inois Detective Bureau carry photographs of JAMES EARL
RAY and if any information is developed concerning MELBA
MARIE RYAN having visitors at the Virginias Hotel, this
information will be immediately furnished to the ¥BI.
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C. SUSAN DONIAN
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
WILLIAM ROBERTS, YIX: '

On April 20, 1968, Father JAMES BRINKS, St. Aloysius
Church, Springfield, Illinois, telephonically contacted the
Springfield Division and advised he had known subject's
sister, SUE since she was a child, and in an effort to help
locate and interview her, he advised he was in possession of
2 newspaper article of April, 1967, in the Chicago "Tribune"
regarding SUE, which showed her to be going under the name
LEE RILEY and to be working as a go-go dauncer in the Bourbon
Street Club at 936 Rush Street, Chicago, Illinois,
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The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by SA
MACK W, OLIVER, Jr. '

At Quincy, Iliinois

. . On April 22, 1968, Sister CATHERINE, Principal, Notre
Dame High School, advised that she had a SUSAN J. RYAN graduate
from Notre Dame High School on June 6, 1965.

Sister CATHERINE stated that SUSAN J., RYAN entered
Notre Dame High School on September 8, 1961, and that she came
from the Children's Home at Aiton, Illinois.

Sister CATHERINE stated that while SUSAN J. RYAN
was a student at Notre Dame HighiSchool, she lived with Mr.
and Mrs. ROMAN KLINNER of Rural Route Number 3, Quincy, Ill.

. Sister CATHERINE said that a transcript of her grades
were mailed to the Gem City College on June 2, 1965, and that
it was her understanding that RYAN had received z scholarship
from the National Secretary's Association.

Sister CATHERINE .said that she understood that RYAN
did not accept the scholarship and that immediately after
graduation, she moved from the KLINNER's residence to Chicago,
Illinois, where she was attendLng a modeling school. Sister
CATHERINE gave the follOW1ng 1nformat10n and description from
SUSAN J. RYAN's file: .

Q‘»z
3

%
Name - ' i SUSAN JANE RYAN
Date of birth | |
Place of birth Adams County, Illinois
. PFather JERRY {(no last name)
) Mother T LUCILLE MAHER

Sister CATHERINE said that accordlng to her information

SUSAN RYAN had four older brothers, one younger brother, two
older sisters, but that she gave the name of none of these
brothers or sisters.
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Sister CATHERINE stated that her file contzined 2
photograph of SUSAN JANE RYAN and that it would be available
if needed in the future.

. Sister CATHERINE stated that she could give no further
information concerning SUSAN J. RYAN. '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FRANK RYAN
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On April 22, 1968, the following investigation was
conducted by SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE at St., James Trade School
in Springfleld Illinois:

Brother Aequlduxs advised that he had a Franklin
Ryan in attendance from June, 14, 1958, until Januvary ,
1959, He advised that he had no personal records available
which might be of lead value, and that the above dates were all
that indicated that FRANKLIN RYAN had ever attended this school,
He advised that he had no record of any FRANKLIN DELANO
(BUZZIE) RYAN., A check of the name RAY prov1ded no infor-
mation which might be of lead value, .

On April 20, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN, Sister of
subject, advised that a brother, FRANKLIN DELANO RYAN
bad drowned in the Mississippi River in approximately 1963,
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On 4/24/68, the following 1nvest1gat10n was conaucted
by SA ROBERT BLUI RAS“OF at Springfield Illinois:

Right Reverend Monseniour CASSIN, Director of Catholic
§ Charity of Springfield, 830 Fast Monroe Street, Springfield, XI11-

‘ inois, advised tat he would not disclose the adopting parents of f;
o m CASSIN said that the boy had been under the ,
! - atholic arity control ever since he was a young boy and woq}d"“

| . have no knowledge of his brother JAMES FARL RAY. He further ad-
4{ vised that it was his opinion that to release the names of the

,.1 adopting parents plus their whereabouts would only bring grief and

! - - ~injury to a family and -to the young boy who he felt should nct be
involved with the element being investigated in this matter. .

Miss AGN%S GIBBONS, Clerk, Domestic Relations Branch -
of Sangamon County Circuit Court, advised. that she could not
produce the records of the adoptlon of”with out
a court order being ootalned from one © e judges.

- On this date, Judﬂe DOUGLAS issued a. court ‘order on this
date to have the records checkcd and the records were reviewed in
%% " the office at the County Building. :

S

_ The records reflected the following information:

. The. natural mother

of NN ;< listed as being MARY LUCILLE (MAHR) RYAN
and his natural father is listed as JERALD EDWARD RYAN. The boy's
birth place was listed as Quincy, Illinois, Adams County, on |

_—‘-.1

» o ' In a correspondence dated '2/68,

-
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F, JCHN and JERRY

RAY
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Re: JOHN LARRY RAY:

Springfield indices reflect a closed Selective
Service case for subject's brother, JCHN LARRY
RAYNS, also known as Jack Rayns, also known as John
Larry RBay. A review of the file was made by SA WILLIAM
ROBERTS, III and the only new information developed was-
the name of an aunt of the subject MILDRED MAHER, listed address
as 1118 East~ 74th Street, Alton, Illinois,

- 61 -
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South 11th Street, St. Louis, Hissouri,

She advised that she ha
with JAMES GERALD RAY since “cn
that MELBA MARIE RYAN, the dau
also lives in Quincy and she o i v is in contact
with MILBA, She advised however thst she has not been
in-contact with MELDA since Christmas, 1937 until 4/195/68
when MELBA called hex to talk to her concerning JAMNE

in frequent contrct
tion ia 1965 and
AMEE GERALD RAY

- EARL RAY and RAY being charged concerning the shooting

of MARTIN LUTHER XKIXNG She advised also on that date she
had telephonically COJLWCLCQ JAMES GERALD RAY and at

that time the father had stated that he hoped his son,
JAMES FEARL RAY was caught as soon as poqsztblv s0 Lhat

this thing would end. She advised that she is certain
that JAMES GERALD RAY does not know of the whereabouts

of his son JAN4S EARL RAY., She stated that at the present
time, JAMES GERALD RAY was using the name of GEARY RAVMES,

She advised that of the entire RAY family, she
considers JACK RAY or JACK RINZ to be closer to JAMES FATL
RAY than any of the remainder of the family. She stated
that the only time that JAMES -EARL RAY ever lived with
JAMES GERALD RAY and herself was somctime around 1939
when be worked as a baker in St. Louis. She stated that
during this period of time, he zlso resided with his
mother aad graadmother, Mrs. MAHER at 1913 Hickory Street,
St. Louis, Missouri., B5he advised that during this period’
of time, she and JAMES GERALD RAY were living on 1727

o

She aev1sed tnat JAMES EARL RAY is supposed to "

-have learned the trade of a baker in prison and that na.

worked at one of the bake rtcs in St. Louis around 19
She had no idea as to the name of the bakery or the evact
location., She stated that he also had his own apartament

‘while in St. Louis as well as living with both his mother

and his father. uhﬁ stated that she had not seen him
since he went to prison arouad 1960 aand has had no contact
with JAMES EARL RAY since she and the subject!s father
moved to Clarence, Missouri on /1/61

She auv1sed that the subject's father JANES.
GERALD RAY was an excellent car salesman and did quite well
as -a car salesman for a used car lot in St. Louis. Since
1961, however, he has worked da’ a farm, first, the one
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owned by her at
farm at Ceanter,

She adv
dogs not know oI
She advised
‘girlfriends..

RUDY CATPENTLR stated that
JAES FARL RAY <

She stated that
doing houseworx

that in the evea

BARIL, BAY's where
FBI.

The Farborin

to RUBY CAZRZ

hat shiz @

Clarence, Hissouri and afterwards on a
viissouri.

isod that he has never married and she
any close gif1lf iends of JAMES EARL RAY.
id not know of the ideantity of auay

4]

[
oes not know of hexr pr
she is presently eqp?

fTor various individusl
JC She lb TNS Song L/ﬂl"o
abouts, she will immediately
ing Statute was explained by SA DAVIS
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The following investigation was conducted by SA
ELYON H. DAVIS:

On May 1, 1968, GARY SHELTON, 404 Oak Street,
Quincy, Illinois, age 16, advised that RUBY CARPENTER is
employed at his home as a babysitter and houseckeeper
during the daytime for the nine SHELTON minor children,
After viewing a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, SHELTON

~advised that this individual had never been to his house

to his knowledge and he has never heard RUBY CARPENTER
mention JAMES EARL RAY. He advised that he would
immediately notify SA DAVIS of any information coming
to his -rattention concerning any visitors to the hone
of RUBY CARPENTER and concerning JAMES EARL RAY,

—_ L —
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The following investigation was conducted by SA

'ELYON H. DAVIS:

On May 3, 1968, RUBY CARPENTER, 630 North Sixth
Street, Quincy, IllanLS was re- inﬁefv1eW@d at her home
and Ffurnished the folloWLng information:

She has had no contact with anyone who has any
information concerning the whereabouts or activities of
JAMES EARL RAY since last being contacted by the FBI.

She advised that definitely JAMES EARL RAY had
lived with RUBY CARPENTER and her former husband, JAMES
GERALD RAYNES who was commonly known as JERRY RAYNES or
JERRY RAYNS in St. Louis, Missouri, sometime around 1959
or 1960, Also, during this period of time, JAMES EARL
RAY had resided with his mother, LUCILE RYAN and grandmother,
Mrs. MAHER, in St. Louis, This was shortly before he was

sent to prison to the Missouri State Penitentiary in either

1959 or 1960,

Sometime during the period of time while JAMES
EARL RAY was in St. Louis, Missouri, around 1959 or 1960
he definitely made a trip to Mexico. She had no idea as
to the location of the town in Mexico that he visited;
however, she remembered hearing him speak of his trip into
Mexico. - . .

~E £

She advised that.on the previous day, ‘May 2, 1968,

Mrs. FRANK FULLER, 601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, IlllHOls had

visited in RUBY CARPENTER'S home. Mrs. MABEL FULLER, at that
time, had advised that she hdad heard nothing concernlng JAMES
EARL RAY's whereabouts and she stated that Mrs., FULLER did
not know anything concerning the activities of RAY. She
stated that Mrs, FULLER has always been very defensive
concerning her relatives and that Mrs. YULLER stated that

she did not believe her nephew, JAMES EARL RAY, committed
any crime or was involved in any way in the death of Dr,
MARTIN LUTHER KING,

.t
-
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RUBY CARPENTER advised that she had not recently
talked to MELBA MARIE RYAN but that when last contacted by
MELBA RYAN approximately one week before, MELBA had no
information concerning the activities of JAMES EARL RAY,
and had no information concerning his whereabouts. RURY
CARPENTER stated she doubted very much that JAMES EARL
RAY would ever contact MELBA RYAN.

RUBY CARPENTER advised that she felt that her
former husband, JERRY RAYNES, has had his phone disconnected
inasmuch as she had tried several times during the past few
days to call JERRY RAYNES at Center, Missourd, She stated
that he has been “wery jumpy" concerning JAMES EARL RAY and
that she feels this is the reason that RAYNES had his phone
disconnected. She stated that she is tempted to call RAYNES
and was told that the phone was disconnected; however, she
stated that a telephone strike was in exxstence and the
possibility was that the calls did not go through.

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she had no idea as to
the present whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY's brother JERRY
RAY or JERRY RYAN who is supposed to have disappeared from
the Chicagoc area., She advised that sometime around April
25, 1968, JERRY RAY had called her from Chicago, Illinois,
and asked her to speak to a Life magazine reporter. At
that time, JERRY RAY bad indicated that he wished his brother

- would surrender to the FBE

She advised that she has not been contacted by
CARQL PEPPER in any way and'has .no idea as to CAROL's present
address, She also stated she had no information concerning
the present whereabouts or address of JAMES EARL RAY's sister
SUSAN; however, she did think SUSAN was in Chicago, Illinois,

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she personally has very
few visitors and every Monday through Friday she leaves her
home at approximately 6:30 a.m, and walks to 404 Oak Street
in Quincy, Illinois, where she is employed by the Child Welfare
Department of the State of Illincis, as a babysitter and house-
keeper in the daytime for the HOMER SHELTCN family. She advised

- A
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that HOMER SHELTON has nine minor children and that HOMER
SHELTON's wife died in March, 1968, and she has been
emnployed as a housekeeper for him since that time., She
usually returns home in the afternoon sometime between
4:00 and 5:00 p.m., after HOMER SHELTON returns home from
work. She stated that HOMER SHELTON is employed at

* Moorman's Manufacturing Company.

" RUBY CARPENTER advised that she did not feel

'that JAMES EARL RAY would have any information as to her

present location. She again expressed the desire to aid
the FBI in the apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY and stated
that she would furnish any information that came to her
attention concerning RAY's whereabouis or activities,

RUBY CARPENTER advised that her son JERCME
CARPENTER is still in the Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jefferson City, Missouri, for the crime of murder
and she does not feel that he would have any information
concerning the whereabouts of activities of JAMES EARL
RAY. .

On May 3, 1968, HOMER SHELTON, 404 Oak Street,
Quincy, Illinoils, was interviewed and advised that RUBY
CARPENTER is employed on a daily basis as a babysitterx
and housekeeper for his children at that address while
he is working. SHELTON advised that he has nine minor
children and three are not in school and that his wife
died in March, 1968. He stated he has no information
concerning any visitors who ‘may have visited RUBY ,
CARPENTER during the daytime'at his home, He stated
that she has never mentioned JAMES EARL RAY to him and
after viewing photographs of RAY, advised that RAY has
never been to his home and that he has never seen JAMES
EARL RAY. SHELTON advised that he would notify the FBI
of any information he learns concerning anyone contacting
gXBY CARPENTER or any information concerning JAMES EARL

Yo o
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA ELYON H, DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois,

On May 1, 1968, Sergeant ROLAND HANSON, Quincy,
I1linois Police Department, advised that he resides at
606 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois. He advised that
RUBY CARPENTER who resides at 630 North Sixth Street is a
neighbor of Sergeant HANSON, HANSON advised that he would
notify .the FBI of any visitors to or from ‘the CARPENTER
residence. Sergeant BANSON advised that Miss CARPENTER
does not have many visitors and only goez to and from work
each day after which time she seems to reside at her home
by herself and she has. very little contact with her nelahw
bors.

On May 10, 1968 and May 13, 1983, Sergeant HANSON

adv1qed that he bhas not observed any vizitors to theRUBY
CARFENTER home since last being contacted by SA DAVIS,

Spot surveilances on a daily basis were conducted

by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA MACKX OLIVER at the residence of
630 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinocis, for the period of
May 1, 1968 through May 10, 1968, During this period of
time, no visitors were observed entering or leaving the
RUBY CARPENTER home at that address. '

- <
-
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"This statement is written by me and is true and
sincere. .

"/s/ Ruby-Smith Carpenter
"May 15, 1%68"

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that her former husband,

JAMES GERALD RAY, is still residing in Center, Missouri, under
the name of JERRY RAYNS, and that he had his phone changed to
an unlisted phone in order that he would net be bothered by
crank calls. She stated that she is in contact occasionally
with MELBA MARIE RYAN, the sister of JAMES EARL RAY, and with
Mrs. FRANK FULLER, the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY. She stated that

11 members of the family tell her that they have no
information concerning JAMES EARL RAY's whercabouts and will
cooperate in the location of RAY.

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she could not furnish
any further information other than that previously furnished
tc the FBI. '

=7 =
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H. EARL EVERETT RAY
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On April 22, 1868, BILL KAUFMAN‘ Illinois State Board of

Probatiom and Parole, adv1sed of the follow1ng re captloned indzvmdua]

subject's uncle:

EARL RAY, also known as Earl Everett Ray, James Ryan,
James Mc Carthy, James Patrick Clancy, Joe Roe, White,
| place of birth, Quincy, Illinocis,
and as. of 1949, 5' 93" in height, 178 pounds, dark gray hair,
light blue eyes w1fe - AUDREY, divorced 1950, last known
address, 1439 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illln01s, criminal recoxrd
dateing back to 1916, Menard, Illinois State Prison
Numbers 6588 and 21025, Incarcerated at Menard 1925 {o
1233 (assault to kill) and 1948 to 1955 (assault to mayhem -
threw acid in wife's face), no FBI number available,
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On 4/22/68 Chlef RAY WELSH, Quincy, Illinois
Pollcn Department, made available the records of the
Quincy Police Department of EARL EVERETT RAY.

The files showed that. EARL LVERETT RAY is
holder of Peoria, Illinois PD #14439 and that on
8/23/43 LARL RAY, 1401 Cherry Street, was arrested for
throwing acid in the face of his wife, Mrs. DARL RAY.
This case was later closed and no prosecution was
involved.

The file showed that EARL RAY was 43 years of
age in 1943. On 8/25/47 EARL RAY was wanted by the 1
Quincy PD 6n an assault to kill charge. This apparently i
also involved his wife. On 9/10/48 the files contain
information that EARL RAY and his wife were involved in
a fight and that her sister, DORIS, was a witness. At
that time Mrs. RAY moved to 1403 Cherry Street and her
sister was DORIS GODMAN, 645 College Street.

On 7/24/55 EARL RAY was arrested for the assault

-of YVONNE MC GINBERG, 415 York Street, Quincy, Illinois.

On 8/59 EARL.RAY was arrested for assault and

battery and the victims were AUDREY RAY, wife, and LEONA

FERGUSON. This occurred at®, 1403 Cherry Street, Quincy,
Illinois, after he had hit AUDREY RAY in the mouth and
LEONA FERGUSON in the stomach. At that time EARL RAY was
living at 1415 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois.

-l
.
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AT GALESBURG, ILLINOIS:

On April 26, 1968, Mr. C. D. IREY, Special Agent,
C B & Q Railvoad, stated that a review of the employment files
listed a file on EARL EVERETT RAY, subject’'s uncle, 164 South
Acadeny Street, Galesburg, Illinois. He showed a previous
address of 128 North 5th Street, Quincy, Illinois and listed LOUISA
RAY as his Mother, The file indicated that he workéd for the
railroad for the period November 4, 1944, to November 17, 1944,
13 days. He listed former employment of April, 1934 to
June, 1944 with Sunset Amusement Company, Excellsior Springs,
Missouri and C B & Q Railroad, Omaha, Nebraska, and W, A, COLE,
o fellow employee, does not pecall RAY/

Name checks at the Galesburg, Police Department,
Knox County Sheriff's Office and the Credit Bureau failed
to develop any information. The former residence
area of 164 South Academy is now a cemeiary.
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I. WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER
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WILLIAM E, MAHER, Uncle of JAMES EARL RAY, was located
at 712 Brown Street, Alton, Illinois April 22, 1968, He |
stated prior to RAY's entry into the Army, he worked at |
a shoe tannery, Hartford, Illinois, where he became !
associated with individual who had pro-Nazi leanings and \

sexrvice, RAY was in Germany where opinion crystalized,

MAHER stated he last saw RAY 10 or 12 years ageo and to
his knowledge, RAY has not been in Alton since 1959 when he
was involved in an armed robbery. He stated he could suggest
no one in the Alton area acquainted with RAY or to whom RAY might
turn for help.

The following 1nve%t;gatlon was conducted by
SA& ROBERT C. HAINES:

WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER, 712 Brown Street,
Alton, XIllinois advised they are the uncle and aunt of
JAMES EARL RAY, They have advised that RAY has not been in
contact with them for 10 or 12 years; that they do not believe he ’
will contact them since they had a falling out when they last
were together and that if RAY does contactthem, or they think or ,
anythlng that might be pertinent regarding him, they would get
in touch with the FBI promptly.

With regard to other relatives of RAY Mr, and Mrs.
MAHER advised as follows:-
‘»
Mrs. MARY MAHER, o .
Grandmother, \
deceased

LUCILLE RYAN,
Mother
Deceased,

R ——
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA FRANK E., CORN, SR, and SA ROBERT C, HAINES:

AT ALTON, ILLINOIS:

‘ From May 2, through May 14, 1968, physical aurveillance
of the residence of WILLIAM MAHER, 712 Bvown Street,

was instituted on a daily basis at varying times of the day and
evening hours,

No unusual activity was noted during these surveillances,

A S S v w—
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Mrs, FRANK (MABLE) FULLER
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On April 20, 1968, Mrs. MABLE FULLER, nee Ray,
Paternal Aunt of Subject, Quinty, Illincis, stated very
little contact with any member of family. No information regarding
subject's whereabouts of or background. She last heard
that SUSAN, subject's sister, in Chicago and married., Uncle,
WILLYAM MAHER, an advertising service man and paint contractor
as of 1960, believed either deceased or in San Francisco, California.
WILLIAM MAHER, was born | and has FBI #

- 83 -
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The following individuals in Quincy, Illinois, were
recontacted by SA ELYON H, DAVIS on the dates indicated by
each name, at which time Lhcy could not furnish any information
not already furnished concerning this matter:

WALTER TERRY RIFE
Virginia Hotel
April 30, 1968

SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER
Virginia Hotel

April 25, 19638 and
April 30, 1968

ART CONNORS
Virginia Hotel -
April 30, 1568

EARL JACK HILAND
Sky Ride Inn Tavern
April 30, 1968

On April 26, 1968, MARGARET ROTH, Assistant Manager,
Credit Bureau of Qulncy, Inc.,, 226 North 5th Street, Quincy,
Illinois, advised SA ELYON H. DAVIS that FRANK FULLUR and wife,

. MABEL RAY FULLER, vesided at 2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy,

Illinois, as of April 1;’1967. This was the last entry in

- the file. In 1958, - FRANK. FULLER was working for Heck Vending

Machine Company, OulnCy, 1111n01s . The file showed he .was
68 years of age in 1967 an&\elther retired or unemployed.
The Credit Bureau did not contain any information as to
relatives and the credit of the FULLER family was good.

MABEL RAY FULLER, 2601 Chestnut Street Quincy,
Illinois, was re1nterv1cwed on April 25, 1908 by SA'
ELYON H, DAVIS and FRANK J, HABERSHAV, '

Mrs. FULLER furnished the following information:

---. She has received no information concerning JAMES

EARL RAY since last being interviewed by the iﬁa,gooi uﬁ» “}

not seen RAY since 1955 when her _mother, the Eagggptby%,ofﬂf

w2
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éhe advised that EARL RAY was her brother .and that
he had died in Buffalo, New York, a number of years ago.
She stated that JAMES EARL RAY probably had no knowledge
of the death of EARL RAY or the whereabouts of EARL RAY
at the time of death.,

Mrs., FULLER advised that she and her husband are

_retired and spend almest all of their time at home, She

stated they have very few visitors and she has practically
no contact with other members of the RAY family,

She advised that she would cooperate with the
FBI in this matter and furnish any information that comes
to her attention,

FRANK FULLER, 2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois,
advised that he is the husband of MABEL RAY FULLER and that
she is the aunt of JAMES EARIL RAY,

FRANX FULLER advised he has no contact with members
of the RAY family and he had no information ccncerning the
whereabouts, activities or associates of JAMES EARL RAY,

FRANK FULLER advised he will furnish any information
concerning any member of this family to the FBI,.

~ «
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA ELYON H., DAVIS 2t Quincy, Illinois.

ELMER BECKMAN, 2505 Chestnut Street, Quincy,

I1linois, advised that the FRANK FULLER family resides at
2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois and that the family
solely consists of FRANK FULLER and his wife MABEL FULLER.
BECKMAN advised that heg after viewing vhoiographs of JAMES

BEARL RAY, had never seen this individual at the FULLER's
house and he would immediately advise the FBI of any infor-
mation concerning the activities of the FRANK FULLER fam-
ily. He advised thzt FRANK FULLER is retired and that
he z2nd his wife spend almost all of their time at their
cwn home. Occasionally, FRBANK FULLER nmight work at a
tavern in Quincy, Illinois, if a bartender could not be
found 2 tavern on some given date.

ELMER BECKMAN was contacted concerning the activ-
ities at the FRANX FULLER bhouse on May 1, 1863, May 6, 19463,
and May 9, 1968, and on each occasion, BECKMAN advised that
there had been no VlSltOfa to the FULLER house during that
period of time.

Surveilances were conducted by SA ELYON H, DAVIS 1
and SA MACK OLIVER on the residence at 2601 Chestnut Street i
on a spot basis daily from May 1, 1968 to May 10, 1968, !
In this period of time,-noc:activity was cbserved at the
FULLER home and no VlSltOf% were observed at ihe FULLER
home. AN
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IV, ASSOCIATES OF JAMES EARL RAY
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A, VWALTER TERRY RIFE
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The following investigation was. canducted by
SA LARRY W, GREEN:

The following correspondents were shown in WALTER
T, RIFE's correspondence file #31326 at Menard Prison,
Menard, Illinois:

Frequent letters to his wife, JAN RIFE, 1508

pNorth Autumn, Peoria, Illinois; )prostitute)

Mother-in-law, Mrs. FRANK (JULIA) OWEN 1508
North Autumn Lane, Peerla, Illinois;

Other Miscellazneous Correspondence:

U,S, Disciplinary Barrack
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas;

GEORGE GINOS
Hillsboro, Illinois, June 19, 1964;

LEON SUTHERLAND,

First National Bank Building,
Peoria, Illinois,

dJuly 7, 1964;

HAROLD MASON,
527 South Adams, - . ’
Peoria, Illinois™ f
July 13, 1965 4. , _ .
. ; y N
Peoria County Bar %%gociation,
Box 209,
Peoria, Illinois,
July 17, 1964;

CECIL MC CRACKEN,
Greenville, Illinois
Circuit Court Clerk,
December 10, 1964;

e 90 e
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Bond County State's Attorney
December -15, 1964;

JAMES BAILEY (rejob);
Pekin, Illinois

RR 2, :
November 3, 1965;

JOHN F. GRADY,

9 North County Street,
Waukegan, Illinois .
April 25, 19663

LAST ADDRESS: (May 19, 1966) paroled to FRANK OWENRS,

1508 Peoria
(assumed 1508

PREVIOUS INCARCERATION: Joliet Prison

BROTHER ¢

SISTER:

FRIEND:

April 16, 1959,
No. 22-674

FRED RIFE, ‘
Lanari, Illinois;

BETTY VOSS
227 Truman
Lanark, Illinois;

LINDA NIEDERS
General Delivery
., Christopher, Illinois;

kY
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The following agencies at Harrisburg, Illinois, .
were checked with negative results concerning possible
location of MONAN LEE CRAWFORD and DARLENE CRAWFORD,
sister and niece, respectively, of WALTER TERRY RIFE
(associafe of subject. JAMES EARL RAY), . e
Postmaster
BILL MELTON,

Harrisburg, JXllinois;

Sheriff CLIFTON JONES -
Saline County Sheriff's Office;

Officer PAT ATKINSON,
Harrisburg, JIllinois, Police Deparitment;

ROY LANE,
Former trooper,
Illinois State Police;

RAY JOHNSON,

Operator

Little Ray's Bar-B-Que
" Route 45;

VEENA STINSON
Saline County Credlt Bureau

It is to be noted that all of the above persons
remembered the CRAWFORDs but: all- advised the CRAWFORDs moved
away during 1955 or 1956 and they have no knowledge of
forwarding address or their present location.
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