randum received from

m m
m; ima and August 22, 1@&3,
nighed to us until Septembe

evalusts the contents of

in the wmﬁ iv
enducted in the future.
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3r. Pollak

J. h&i@lﬁ Flannery

James Earl Ray, Subject;

Martin Luther Ring, Jr., Victim.
Conspiracy Against Rights-

CIVIL RIGHTS ' :

e

L

I interviewed Eill Sartor in connection with
the captioned matter for about four hours on rugusht 22,
1968,  He had been identified to me in June by Jegse Lpps
as a reporvter who had been inguiring ints the possible

a

existence of a conspirac y to assassinale Dr. King. At .
Mz, Epps' reguest I met Sartor -then briefly, and he gave

p.

‘me bitz and pieces of informaticn and ruwmors about the - _ -
¥illing that be had accumulated to iﬁa% point, His
interest had been araaﬁuﬁ, he said, by the fixm con-
viction among many MHegroes in Mmhl that thers was &
conspixacy possibly xnv&lvznu aome members of t}@ Fiey
Police Department. My conversation with him in June
set out in part II, below.

e

Sartor lives at 1242 Rirk Circls in Greenville
Mississippi (phone 335-3272), with his wife and one or
ﬁwe chiléren. He is a contract writer for Time, Inc.,
and he has covered Memphis, particularly racial matters,
since before the Sanitation ¥Workers strike e appears
to be known and trusted by thasa Hegro Xm%w@xs in %cnyqis
with whom I have talked (Epps, Trotter, Rev. Jackson,
Rev. Bell, eto.), and he deﬂ that he is close to the
{former) Mayor Ingram faction of the white cormunity.

I attach a copy of his latest plece on Hemphis which
appeared in the August 16, 1963, issue of Time.

M"
m

o gy A Yy g RO ST

3 TE

Y 3
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TTean- ABETevaTunte- Sartorte-rotiabi ity sors

that gf his sources, but he is a "low key" fellew who
ise n@t apparentlv irrational or fanciful. He says fres

;
!
f

i,
¥
r
§
i
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i
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am§rgacapd the allegations of a ﬁmngnzra@y with skepti~
cism {(which I doubt), but that he ls now largely persuaded
there was one. He declines (for the mam@ﬁ Y to identify
his sources, with tﬁxea unxmmartant exceptions, beyond
saying that they inclu four or five y@tty rackaetesrs
in %emyhls, New ereawg, and elsevhere and one well
placed protege of Carlos Marcellos in MNew Orleans.

He comes tO us, he §ays, prikarily to assist
in ascertaining the truth, but alsc with the ezpectation
or heope that we will feed’ investigative result f pack to
him, IE thatis not pessible, he would like to be giver
the story first or, failing that, no later than anyone
elqw. He has Denn gpending most of his time on this

nce the agsadelnaﬁlaﬂ, but can not go much farther
uewau@e some his sources have begun to ask for the kind
of money or .protection that he is unable to provide.

-
i
s
;
1

Charlie Stein, a petty racketeer connected with
crganized crime, contacted James Barl Ray in Los Angeles
“and told him that there were people in New Orleans whom
ha  ought to talk to. whether Stein happened upon Ray
or sought him out knowing that he needed money and was
an @%cap@& priscper ils not known, but Ray was told that
the people he ought to talk to would help him with money
ard his fugltive status.

Ray's contacts in New Orleans were with Mafia-

Cosa Nostra representatives who referred him to Frank
Leberto {(or Liberto), a Hemphis racketeer and lieutenant
of Carbs Marcellos, the Scuthern HMafia chieftan in Mew
Orleans, Leberto owns or works at the Scott Street
Produce Market where John McFerren of Somerville alleged-
ly overheard a ran speaking on the f“&@ﬁhﬁﬁg 82y, ©On or

about the day of the agsassination: Shoot him on the
balcgny shoot him anywhere; and go to New Orleans fc
your money, don't come back here.™ :

Acoording to Sartor's informants, the Cosa Nostra
agreed to “broker” ox-to arrvange tﬁe assaﬁﬂlmaamﬁn;—for— -
an amount somevhat in excéss of three hundred thousand -~ 0
dollars ($3060,000), after they were caatauteﬁ in the
Rortheast {New Jorsey o ymnﬁ:yiwaﬁﬁw},’;" ranrosentitives
‘of *"Forever White®, an elite organization of wealthy
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segregationists with officers or subgroups in seven
Southern states. The Mafia's {which Sartor used inter-
changeably with Cosza Nostra throughout the interview) '
interest was less the money than the investment-type
opportunity presented, i.e., to get in a position to
extract (or extort) governmental or other favors from
gome well placed Southern white persons, including the
KEX and white Citizens Councils. Quitman, Mississippi,
was said by Sartor to be a possible base of "Forever
¥hite's® operations. '

© Claude Cockrell, allegedly a Memphis segre-

gationist, extortionist, narcotics pusher, and petiy
racketeer, may have been a contact between the Mafia
and “Forever White.” 1In any event, he is thought to
have gone to Miami, Florida, between April 14 and 24,
1942, wheve he may have picked up money to be delivered
to Philadelphia or Hew Jersey. Cockrell also may have
been instrumental in getiting Ray out of Hemphis after
the assassination either by truck {according to Sartoxr's
¥ew Orleans informants) or in Cockrell's private plane,

which is saild to use a private landing strip at Milling-

“ton and which ig piloted by one Jos Shafer,

Bocording to Sartor, Joe Cacarmaci (ph.) amd
Larry Mann {aka. Larry Hanning and Larry Hax), two pro-
faessional killers, are also involved. Jos Cacameci
allegedly met James Earl Ray at a Lion Service Station
in Memphis the day of or the night before the shooting.
Larry Mann has been gaying that he works for Prank
Leberto and is responsgible for “getting” James Eaxl
Ray. According to cne of Sartor's Wew Orleans inform-
ants, James Earl Ray was seen at, or stayved ait, the
Pontotoc Hotel in Memphis approximately three days
before the sheoting. 7 -

" The original plan was that Ray would be arrest-

ed immediately after the shooting, tried, and acguitted.
There was a change, howvever, perhaps as late as an hour

before the shooting, due to a mix-up involving the money.

" Either the Mafiz wanted Hm at large until the balance
of the price was paid or, more likely, says Sartor, -the

»

money was s5till in the North apd the shares of tinmse in
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Momphis {Leberio and ﬂ?hez\} had not boen ¥
t was they who wanted Hay at large as a l
ups in the rackets.

a.

aid, and
ver on higher-

In any event, Sartor's informants claim that -
Ray's escape from Hemphis was engineered with the con-
nivance of several Memphis police officers who knew of
the plot. After the money problem was resolved, Ray
deliberately permitted himself to ba arrested in London
with the understanding that he will be acqguitted in
Menphis. However, another story has it that he will bs
killad in a holocaust which will endanger a large number
of lives.

Two aspects of the foregeing information per-

suade Sartor of its accuracy. _First, he has received
identical fragments of information independently from
different sources. Secondly, several of his sources
in Memphis and New 0:1 ans have told him thet agents

of Buresu and non-Bureau Justice Department represen-—
atives, including a man named (¥RY} Voight, have in-
terviewed them about the assassination.

Sartor tock me te meet Pat Lyons who, accoxding

to Bartor, is a petty gambler with sources of iaf@rm&t;&mq
close to Prank Leberto. In ﬂ} presence, Lyons repoabed

to Sartor that, according to "Ernie” (Lyana did notdgve

a last name}, Ray met Joe Cacameci at a Lion 5%”.i¢ﬂ
Station on the night before or the dav of the sh
Lyons expressed concern for the safety of his w
children; I did not eazﬁemt or ask him any qua%t
He alsc sald that the “talk” was that Ray would be
acguitted.

-

Sartor says that his informants will F“ﬁh ably
be willing to talk to us, but that they will ask for
money, Lmmunity, or protection or all three. Because
Bartor wants us to contact his prinecipal informants
through him, he declined to idenhi*v any contacts except
Lyons, Rev, Carl Basinger and ¥ vphiw policeman . B,
Redditt, below.

N

“An additional, apparventlv unrelated, piece of
information furnished by Sa znar was that a little HNegro
T E L i ‘m_f-l—_-_
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boy allegedly heard a shot and sav a man jump up from
the bushes behind the rc@mamg house (below the window
area from which the shot is thought to have been Fired)
and zun off. ﬁaaafding to Sarvtor, the little boy has
been identified and intexviewsd by Bureau agents and
the Memphisz Police ﬁaparﬁaente

Ix

During our first conversation, on June 12, 1968,
Sartor gave me the following fragments of allegations and
information: '

1. Shortly after the killing, a bartender
overh @aré some Memphis policemen sav that there haﬁ
been a "glip-up,” and that the assassination was orig
inally scheduled to take place after the march for
@h?gh Dr. King had returned to Hemphis. When X asked

L

Sod

Sartor about this in August, he said that one of his
New Orleans informants had also referred to a similar

change in plans.

2. & minister, identified by Qafwah in Augus
as Rev. Carl Basinger, 1617 E. Moreland, Memphiz, wa
advised by a ranking officer in the Memphis Police De-
partment {P&Q%aiu or above) not to go near Dr. Xing
beacausse sam@thiﬁg was going to happen to him.

3. Acvomélhg to former Mayor Ingram (althourg!
my notes are not clear as to wh@ther Sartor gob this
ﬁi*ectiy from him}), a civilian was seen lving in th
back of a police car immediately afiex the shsﬂtiﬂq,

o ow ‘-ﬁ-‘é

" and neay ﬂulbérry or ha ing he got out of the police

car, into another caxr, and was driven away. Sartor
had n@tﬁ*nq further on thl in August

4. JUohn MePerrven, the Negro civil rights
activist from Somerville, Tennessee, overheard part of
a telephone conversation at the Scott Street Produce
Harket in which the speaker allegedlv made the comment
noted above. Shortly thereaftor, McocPerren was ﬁ1e3?ﬁu,

e,

TRt o | b ——m
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for no apparent reaszon, by a man named Povers from
New Orleans. Sartor had nothing further on this in
august. :

A g ¥

5. An unidentified MNegro policeman was moved
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Police
Tactical Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.m. on the day
f the assassination. According to Sartoer, the Dis-
‘ patcher told the policeman to move two or three times
1 during the afternoon, but he did not do =0 until ex-
| : plicitly advised to that effect by a superior. In
august, Sartor identified the policeman as . E.
Redditt and sald that Redditt had broken off an inter-
view with Sartor after starting to discuss hig move
from the station.

6. Two Negro firemen were moved from the
ation a day or two before the shooting. One of thenm
1 hag reportedly told friends that, two or three days
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or kinoculars
| were set up on a tripod in the fire station and focused
i . on the Lorxraine Motel balcony. In August, Sartor said
that one fireman left the Department or was suspenced
shortly after the shooting, and that he has bsen unable
to locate either of them, He 4d not have their names.

. 7. HMewmphis Chief of Detectives, W. P, Houston,
callaed the Lorraine Motel in the early afternoon of
April 4 and spoke to a maid named Delores {L¥y) . He
inguired about stationing detectives there, and the
maid said that the manager would call back. He did not;

nor 4id Houston. Sartor says that former Mayor Ingram
provided this information. '

Sartor was unable during either interview to
relate the foregoing allegations to his conspiracy theory,
but he says that some of it, and other information pos-
sessed by former Mayor Ingram concerning corruption in ]
the Police Department, suggest that a numbey of officers ;
may have known of or participated in the conspiragy——
because they were bribed or feared exposurae. :

I told Sartor that I would report his information
o my superiors, .
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