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He stated he is opposed to violence in any form
and this is the first vacation he has had in several years
working 12 to 14 hours per day.

Mr. WILLARD stated that he has not been in
Memphis in ten or more years, does not own a white Mustang
and is not aware of who assassinated MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR.

Mr. WILLARD was shown the artist's conceptions
of the unknown individuals in this matter and he stated he
was not aware of this individual's identity.

The following is a description of WILLARD as
obtained from interview and observatinn:

Name JOHN RAY WILLARD

Race Caucasian

Sex Male

Age

- A H

Place of birth tchez, Mississippi

Height 66"

Weight 174

Hair Brown

Eyes Brown

Complexion Ruddy

Marital status Married; wife, EVA WILLARD

Son KENNETH WILLARD at home,
age 17

Daughter DIANNE HAVARD, age 23, married
and lives in England

Facial features Round face with small forehead

From observatinn and his facial features, WILLARD
does not appear to be identical with the artist's conceptions
of the unknown subject in this case.
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WILLARD added that he is not aware of the
identity of any other JOHN WILLARD or amyone who might
have used his name as JOHN WILLARD. He is not acquainted
with ERIC STARVO GALT and knows no one by the name of
HARVEY LOWMEYER or LOWMYER.

Mr. WILLARD stated he served in the U. S. Navy
as a Ships Cook, Second Class, from September 30, 1942,
to January 20, 1946, and was honorably discharged under
Navy Serial Number [N

Mr. WILLARD showed the interviewing agent his
gun collection which is as follows:

1) .35 caliber Marlin Carbine
2) 410 pump shotgun
3) 12 guage Remington automatic shotgun

4) .22 caliber pistol revolver
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.

DONALD DICKSON was located in Stray Horn,
Mississippi, at the sight of the construction of a
water tower. DICKSON said that he has been in the
Senatobia, Mississippi, area for the past three weeks
and that he is employed for R, D, Cole Manufacturing
Company of Newnan, Georgia, which company constructs
water towers. DICKSON said he has been so employed for
the past nine years and is a foreman of that company.

DICKSON said that on April 4, 1968, he was in
bed a8leep at the Thrift Courts Motel in Senatobia,
Mississippi, when one of his employees came into the
room aldwising him that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had been
shot and killed in Memphis, Tennessee. DICKSON said that
an employee, TOM CANNON, and DOUG IVEY can vouch for his
presence at the motel when KING was assassinated. DICKSON
said that his 1967 white Mustang automobile was parked
at the motel at that time.

DICKSON said that he is not responsible for the
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING, nor can he furnish
any information inthat regard.

The following is a description of DICKSON obtained
through observation and interview:

Sex: Male

Race: White

Age:

Date of Birth:

Place of Birth: Fayetteville, Georgia
Residence: Route 1, Fayetteville, Georgia
Height: 6 feet

Weight: 160

Eyes: Brown

o, 4/10/68 ., Stray Horn, Mississippi  , Jackson 157-9586-572-(, ¢
SA JAMES W. &é;on/bls _ 4/15/68

by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it and ii1s contents are not fo be disiributed ouiside your agency.
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Hair: Light brown, short,
curly, and parted
Complexion: Ruddy
Build: Slender
Education: 10th grade
Marital Status: Single
Military Service: U,S. Army,
from 1961
to 1963 - honorable
Employment: Foreman for R.D.

Cole Manufacturing
Company, Newnam, Georgia,
for past nine years

Automobile: 1967 white Mustang,
1968 Georgia license
112-D-484
Previous Arrests: No admits
2
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Date __April 19, 1968

WILLIAM E, REYNOLDS, Route One, Burnsville,
Mississippi, after being advised of the nature of the
inquiry and the identity of the interviewing Agent,
advised that on April 4, 1968, he visited Memphis,
Tennessee, and stayed at the Linden Lodge Motel in
Room 206 and checked out of the motel on April 5, 1968.
Mr. REYNOLDS recalled that when he checked into the
motel, he listed his li cense number as Mississippi N1126
inadvertently and stated that his correct license number
is F/6 N1128. He described his vehicle as a 1965 black
Ford pickup.

Mr. REYNOLDS stated that his reason for being
in Memphis, Tennessee, was for an appointment he had at
the Kennedy Veterans Admimistration Hospital, Memphis,
Tennessee. He stated he is drawing 100 percent disability
social security benefits plus 40 percent Veterans Adminis-
tration benefits.

Concerning his whereabouts on April 4, 1968, he
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m., he was in his room
watching television. Mr. REYNOLDS denied any knowledge of
the individual(s) responsible for the shooting of Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING and stated that he did not know anything about
the shooting until he saw it on television at approximately
6:00 p.m.

The following description of REYNOLDS was obtained
through interview and observation:

Name WILLIAM E., REYNOLDS
Race White

Sex Male

Height 5 feet 11% inches
Weight 185 pounds

on__ 4/12/68 , Burnsville, Mississippi ;. , Jackson 157-9586-572-47

by%'i SA FRANCIS G, HONAN /blw Do dictated . Sl 20AES

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Hair

Eyes

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Residence

Military Service

Father-in-law

Automobiles

Brown (brush cut)

Springfield, Missouri

Route One

Burnsville, Mississippi

U. S. Mari 5

Serial NO.W

ERNEST F. SMITH

Route One

Burnsville, Mississippi

1965 black Ford pickup truck;

1968 Mississippi License F/6 N1128.
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departed Tupelo, Mississippi, in his 1967 Ford Galaxie 500,
chartreuse in color, bearing 1968 Mississippi License
M5297.

En route to Tupelo, he and his wife stopped at
his mother-in-law's home, Mrs, VIRLIE TUNES, at Wallerville,
Mississippi, near New Albany, to pick up their two year old
child who was being kept by Mrs, TUNES while he and his
wife were in Memphis, He said when they left Mrs,

TUNES' house they drove directly to Tupelo, Mississippi,
and went to their residence where they had sandwiches for
the evening meal and then went to a gospel singing

at the Community Center in Tupelo.

Mr., BOYETTE related that neither he nor his wife
were aware of the murder of Doctor KING until after they
returned home in Tupelo from the gospel singing sometimes
after 9:00 P,M, in the evening.

The following description of BOYETTE was obtained
through interview and observation:

Name HENRY BOYETTE

Also Known As HENRY JUNIOR BOYETTE
Race White

Sex

Date of birth
Place of birth
Height

Weight

Eyes

Hair

Education
Marital status
Wife

Wife's occupation

Meridian, Mississippi

Six feet three inches

Two hundred fifteen pounds
Brown

Brown-mostly bald

High school

Married

FAYE

Telephone operator

Tupelo, Mississippi
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(Currently on matérnity

leave)
American and Efird Thread

Employment
Mills, Incorporated, ten
years,
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JOHN HUBEART WILLARD was interviewed at his
place of employment, Day-Brite Lighting Company, Tupelo,
Mississippi, and after being advised of the nature of
the inquiry and the identity of the interviewing Agents
was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI) Number 306 443 A, and photographs
of RAY taken while using the name ERIC STARVO GALT.

WILLARD stated that the photographs were unfamiliar to
him.

WILLARD also stated the following names were
unknown to him:

W. C. HERRON
JAMES MC BRIDE
JAMES O'CONNOR
JAMES WALTON
JAMES WALYON
EARL JALES

WILLARD further stated that he is a married man
with a family and does not hang around bars.

WILLARD commented that the only traveling he
does is to visit relatives in Southaven, Mississippi, a
suburb of Memphis, Tennessee, and further commented that
he does not visit any bars in Memphis on these occasions,

and does not hang around the City of Memphis on these
visits.

on 4/22/6a8t Tupelo, Mississippi R

SA FRANCIS G, HONAN and

i Date dictated 4/22/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date 4/9/68

FRED PHILLIP THORNE was contacted at the Downtowner
Motel, Jackson, Mississippi, at which time he stated that he
is presently employed by the Underwriters Salvage Company,
an insurance company at Memphis, Temmessee, He stated the
home address of this insurance company was 1580 Channel Street
and that he resided at 514 Ross Street, West Memphis, Arkansas.

Mr. THORNE made available an Arkansas driver's
license Number 288958 giving his name as FRED PHILLIP THORNE
and resides at 514 Ross Street, West Memphis, Arkansas,

Mr. THORNE stated that he was at his home in West
Memphis, Arkansas on the night that MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. was
shot and that he heard the news over his radio in his car as
he was going to a restaurant mnearby,

Mr, THORNE stated that when he left Memphis on
April 7, 1968 his wife jokingly stated that he should not
take the company car as the officials of the law enforcement
in . Tennessee and Mississippi would be looking for a small white
car and he would have to be stopped to be checked out,.

Mr, THORNE stated he was leaving Jackson on early
morning of April 9, 1968 to return to his company in Memphis,
but that if he was not located at Memphis they would know
his whereabouts at all times.

Mr, THORNE furnished the following description of
himself:

Name ILLIP THORNE
Date of Birth
Place of Birth New York City, New York
4]7/68 JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI Jackson 157-9586-542- /S
On at File #
by _ SA EDGAR L, MARTIN /jdh S ahe 4/9/68

This document contgina neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Date April 18, 1968

HARVEY VEST, Manager of Vest's Department Store,
and President of the Do-Si-Do Square Dance Club, was
advised of the identity of the interviewing agent.

Mr. VEST noted that most of the individuals
who attended square dancing in Mc Comb are known to him.
He recalled that approximately two years ago, there was
one individual who was single and a stranger to Mc Comb
who attended square dancing for about three months.

He said that this individual's name was RON (LNU) and was
employed at Howell Motor Company, Mc Comb, Mississippi,
as a salesman. VEST noted that RON always came to the
dance alone, talked about having beén in Mexico and
appeared to be somewhat "odd.'" VEST noted that RON was
considered a good dancer.

He advised that he has not seen RON in or
around the Mc Comb area for about two years and ¢ould:furnish
no information concerning his present whereabouts.
He described RON as &2 white male, 5' 10", 150-160 pounds,
approximately 33 years old, brown hair, and fair complexion.

VEST stated that there are no other dancing
clubs other than in Mc Comb, Mississippi, in the Counties
of Amite, Lawrence, Lincoln, Pike and Walthall.

on__4]15/68 «_Me Combj; Mississippi Flog_ 157-9586-S ¥ 2-FS
4

bL__§A_LDﬂQHLjLL_HQAGLHND+_JB£%%gﬂL_________ Dote dictated___4/18/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 1o your agency:
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Mc Comb, Mississippi, Social Security _

HOWELL advised that he could furnish no
information concerning LOFTON's present whereabouts
other than he might possibly be on the Mississippi Gulf
Coast.

NS
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date__April 17, 1968

Mr, VERNON SILLS, Principal, Gibson High
School, McComb, Mississippi, was advised of the
identities of the interviewing Agents by SA REESIE L,
TIMMONS and the nature of the inquiry,

Mr, SILLS advised that he would furnish
any information available from the records of the Gibson
High School regarding individuals who attended the
Summit High School prior to its clesing.

Mr. SILLS obtained the record of BILLY JOE
LOFTON and therefrom determined that BILLY JOE LOFTON
had only one brother, no sisters, and that his father's
name was AARON LOFTON, no address given,

Mr. SILLS advised there was no record of a
RON LOFTON having attended the Summit High School at any
time.

Thereafter, Mr, SILLS located the record of
AARON ISAAC LOFTON who graduated third in a class of
eighteen at the Summit High School imn 1953,

record listed his date of birth as

place of birth Brookhaven, Mississippi;
father, AARON LOFTON, occupation mechanic. The record
listed the father's former address as Natchez, Mississippi,
and indicated AARON ISAAC LOFTON attended school at the
"Institution' in the fourth grade.

Attached to the high school record of AARON
ISAAC LOFTON is a "college entrance certificate for Mississippi"
for AARON (IKE) ISAAC LOFTON born October 28, 1934, parent or
guardian AARON LOFTON., This form indicated that AARON
ISAAC LOFTON attended the Hazlehurst, Mississippi, High School
~ from August , 1949, to May, 1950.

4/15/68 Summit, Mississippi Jackson 157-9586 1) ~ 7]
On. at 2 File #
SA CYRUS V, HOAGLUND, JR, 4.
& SA REESIE L, TWS/RL:%/;’I‘! e 4/17/68

This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI ond is looned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed oulside your agency.
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Date____April 17, 1968

Mr. C, R, BRELAND, Regstrar, Southwest, Mississippi,
Junior College, Summit, Mississippi, was advised of the
identities of the interviewing Agents by SA REESIE L, TIMMONS
who also advised him of the nature of the inquiry,

Mr. BRELAND made available the record of AARON
LOFTON, born GGG vho was admitted to Southwest
Junior College in September of 1954, and who dropped out in
January of 1955, at the end of the first term,

A review of this record indicates that a
transcript thereof was sent to "Memphis Academy of Arts,
690 Adams Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, on October 14, 1957.

A transcript was sent to ''Dean, Balboa Junior
College, Panama Canal Zone." Mr. BRELAND advised that this
transcript was sent before 1963 when he became registrar.
He advised that he could fix no date for that action.

Mr. BRELAND advised that he is positive that he
has sent transcripts to at least two colleges in the State
of California during the past two years for AARON LOFTON,
He stated there is no notation of subject in his records
but he personally recalls sending the transcripts.

Mr. BRELAND further advised he is positive
that at sometime in August, 1967, he sent a copy of the
transcript of AARON LOFTON to Ingalls Shipyard at Pascagoula,
Mississippi.

Mr. BRELAND stated there is a notation in the
record of AARON LOFTON indicating that LOFTON appeared at
the registrar's office on August 22, 1967, and was given
a copy of his tranmscript.

on_ 4/15/68 otSummit, Mississi File# Jackson 157-9586-51-- &%
SA CYRUS V. HOAGLUND, JR, |
SA REESIE L. TWRLT/th 4/17/68

by. =7 Date dictated
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 4/17/68

Mr. J. D. ASHLEY, Security Guard, Ingalls Ship-
building Corporation, Pascagoula, Mississippi, advised the
Security Office files contain an Active File Card for one
AARON I, LOFTON, Social Security Number who
is presently assigned in Department 68. Mr, ASHLEY said
the Active File Card bears LOFTON's signature and indicates the
following employment history with that corporation:

First hired November 10, 1965, assigned
Department Number 6, Clock Number 32504.

Transferred January 31, 1966, Department
Number 9, Clock Number 32504,

Transferred March 15, 1968, Department
Number 68, Clock Number 12724,

Mr., ASHLEY advised that Mr, WALTER L, POL,
Chief Security Officer, would have additional background
information on file on LOFTON, He said the payroll
records which would include the time cards for LOFTON
would be on file in the Paymasters Office,

On__Juﬂiﬁmmzm_Bmumgmﬂaflumﬂsanud__mb# - ’313'9?
z
SA LEON ROSS GRABEN

by 3 Date dictated — 4/16/68
This document contains neit! ommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its conte t to be distributed outside your agency.
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Mr. WALTER POL, Security Officer, Ingall's
Shipbuilding Corporation, Pascagoula, Mississippi, made
available for review the Personnel Security Questionnaire
pertaining to AARON ISAAC LOFTON dated January 11, 1966,
which disclosed the following information:

Date of Birth

Place of Birth Brookhaven, Mississippi
Sex Male

Marital Status Single

Height 6'

Weight 165 pounds

Eyes Hazel

Hair Blond

Social Security

Number I

He has a security clearance of Secret.

He indicated that he had attended the following
schools:

September, 1940, to February, 1941, Arlington
Grade School, Lincoln County, Mississippi, graduate-no,

February, 1941, to January, 1943, Gravel Hill Grade
School, Pitkin, Louisiana, graduate-no,

March, 1944, to October, 1944; Summit Grammar, Summit,
Mississippi, graduate-no,.

October, 1944, to January, 1945, Wyndot Grammar,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, graduate-no,

»
\\ W AR e " =eL ol
i 4/15/68 th Pascagoula, Mississippi o Jackson 157-9586 - <729/
SAs DAVID P, HURLEY and
LEON RO%E GRABEN: DPH/ccs 4/17/68
by /(}\ /J Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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January, 1945, to June, 1945, Natchez Grammar,

Natchez, Missigsippi, graduate=no.

September, 1945, to June, 1948, Summit Grammar
School, Summit, Mississippi, graduate=-no,

September, 1948, to June, 1949, Hazlehurst High,

Hazlehurst, Mississippi, graduate-no.

September, 1949, to May, 1953, Summit High, Summit,

Mississippi, graduate-yes.

May, 1953, to October, 1953, Draughon's Business

College, Jackson, Mississippi, graduate=-no,

September, 1954, to January, 1955, Southern
Mississippi Junior College, Summit, Mississippi,

graduate=-no.

May, 1959, to November, 1959, American Hair Syling

Academy, Jacksonville, Mississippi, graduate-yes.

July, 1965, to November, 1965, MDTA School,

Paseagoula, Mississippi, graduate-yes.

He indicated that he had the following military

Branch of Service Service Number

service:

Country

U.S. Mississippi National NG
Guard

U. S. Army RA

U. S.

Army Reserve AR

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Under relatives he listed the following:

Father, AARON LOFTON, 1915 Ferry Street,
Pascagoula, Mississippi, born Franklin

County, Mississippi, on NN

U. S. citizen,

Mother, AGNES NUNNERY LOFTON, same. born

Franklin County, Mississippi, on _
U. S. citizen,

Brother, BILLIE J, LOFTON, Star Route,
Gautier, Mississippi, born Franklin County,

LOFTON indicated he had visited the follewing
foreign countries:

Niagara Falls, Canada, left U. S. July 2, 1955,
and returned July 4, 1955, on holiday,

Fort Kobbe, Panama Canal Zone, left U. S.
October, 1955, and returned October, 1957,
with U. S. Army,

Northern Mexico, left U. S. April 15, 1962,
and returned May.l, 1962, on vacation.

He listed the following references:

N, A, COPLEN, known 20'.years, P. O, Box, Summit,
Mississippi, insurance agent,

W. D, FLINN, known 5 years, 1806 Clavey Road,
designer engineer, Lockheed, Atlanta, Georgia,

Captain A, B, BAXTER, known 10 years, 904 Carriage

Hill Apartments, now working North Carolina for
drug company,
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Date 4/17/68

Mr, V, H., FEDERIC, Paymaster, Ingalls Shipbuilding
Corporation, Pascagoula, Mississippi, furnished the following

information from records of his office regarding AARON I,
LOFTON, Social Security Numberﬂ Clock Number
12724, and who is currently assigned to Department Number
68, with that corporation:

For the pay week ending March 31, 1968, LOFTON
worked 50.5 hours of regular work hours, and 7.3 hours of
over time hours,

For the pay week ending April 7, 1968, LOFTON
worked 40.0 hours of regular work hours and no over time,

The individual time cards for LOFTON for the period
March 29, 1968, through April 4, 1968, disclosed the following:

Date Clock In Clock Out
March 29, 1968 6:47 AM, 3:30 P.M.,
April 1, 1968 6:51 AM, 3230 PN,
April 2, 1968 6:47 AM, 3:30 P.M,
April 3, 1968 6:48 A M. 3:33 P.M,
April 4, 1968 6:48 A M, 3P,

Mr. FEDERIC stated that each of the above time cards
bear the signature "AARON I, LOFTON'" and after comparing these
signatures with the LOFTON signature on the Security Office
Active File Card, Mr, FEDERIC stated he was of the opinion that
LOFTON had signed each of the time cards himself. He said that

on___4/15/68 a _Pascagoula, Mississippi File # _ Jackson 157-9586-S72 -7 |

SA LEON/ﬁ%zs GRABEN / wgj 4/16/68

by Date dictated
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