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in connection with the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING,
JR.

LOFTON advised that on the day KING was
killed, he worked at Ingalls Shipbuilding Corporation
and went home at about 3:30 p.m., He first heard of
the shooting on television that evening and later the
same evening he went to the home of BEN WOOD, Gautier,
Mississippi, to play poker. While there, he learned
that KING had died,

LOFTON furnished the following details
of his background:

He was born in West Lincoln Co
Lincoln County, Mississippi on
During World War II, his father, AARON ALTON LOFTON,
worked for the Ross Gravel Company near Pitkin,
Louisiana, and he believes he went to the Sand Hill
rural school.

Still during the War, his family moved to
De Ridder, Louisiana where his father worked for a
gravel company, He believes they moved back to Lincoln
County for a short time. Then to Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
where his father worked for the Standard 0il Refinery
from about late 1944 to early 1945.

The family moved to Natchez, Mississippi in
about 1945 and stayed for about one year, They then
moved to Summitt, Mississippi where they remained until
AARON finished the eighth grade in the Spring of 1949. The
family then moved to Hazelhurst, Mississippi, where his
father worked as a mechanic in a clothing factory.
AARON attended the Hazelhurst High School, graduating in
May, 1963.
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The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

Name AARON ISAAC LOFTON

Race White

Sex

Date of birth

Place of birth Lincoln County, Mississippi

Height 5'11R"

Weight 165

Hair Sandy-blond

Eyes Hazel

Complexion Fair-ruddy

Characteristics Wears horn-rimmed
glasses, smokes Spring

tts
Army serial numbers

Social Security Number

Education e year of college and
trade schools
Residence Martin Bluff Road,

Gautier, Mississippi
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drove it
in their

or 10:00
remained
a while,

observation and interview:

Her cousin GEORGE, age 18 years, started her
automobile, a 1955 Buick, blue and white in color in

that she could not get it started herslf, Her coausin
GEORGE, discovered that some foreign substance had been
placed in the gas tank causing the fuel line to be clogged.

After GEORGE JONES got her car started she
back to Jackson following GEORGE and JOYCE

car,

She said they arrived in Jackson around 9:00
P, M., that might. September 8, 1967, She
at her grandparents house and lived there for

The following description was obtained through

Name

Sex

Race

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes

Prevous address

Marriages

VIRGINIA RAY
Female
White

Clarks!a!e, M!ss!ssippi

5 feet 7 inches

185 pounds

brown

Blue

Moved to Jackson in 1959,
graduated from Central High
School in 1961 and returned
to Tupelo, Mississippi in
1962,

Met JOHNNY WAYNE UMFRESS

in Tupelo, January 1963,

and married him 1964,

Divorced him 1966,

Married JAMES RAY, Jasper,
Alabama, on September 6, 1967.
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‘FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 4/12f68

STANLEY E, SMYTHE was advised of the identity of
the interviewing Agent, SMYTHE fhen furnished the following
information at his place of employment, the Mississippi Power
and Light Company in Fayette, Mississippi.

When asked about his activities on the night of
April 3, 1968, SMYTHE stated that he got off work at about
5:30 and then went home, SMYTHE stated that he was home
all evening and did not leave the house, He stated he does
not remember being at Jack Wright's Cafe on this particular
evening, When asked if he had made any kind of statement
concerning Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., on this particular
evening, SMYTHE advised that while he was at the town clerk's
office he did make the statement that when MARTIN LUTHER KING
went to Memphis on April 4, 1968, he would be killed. He
said he made this statement only as a passing remark and
did not intend it to be a threat, SMYTHE stated that in fact
many people had been talking about the fact that MARTIN LUTHER
KING someday would be killed due to his radical attitudes and
activities, SMYTHE stated that the last time he was in
Memphis, Tennessee, was sometime back in 1965,

The folbwing is a description of STANLEY E, SMYTHE
obtained through interview and observation:

Name - STANLEY E, SMYTHE
Race - Whiite
Sex -
Place of Birth - New Orleans, Louisiana
Height - 531"
Weight - 197 pounds
Hair - Curly, black, graying
Eyes - Blue
Complexion = Ruddy
Bn 4/8/68 4 Fayette, Mississippi File # Jackson 157-9586-5%.2- /0|

ml
SA MICHAEL J. O'NEILL/pac} 4/9/68

by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Build - Medium to stocky

Address = Post Office Box 296,
Fayette, Mississippi

Marital Status = Divorced

Automobile = 1966 Pontiac Executive four
door, 1968 Mississippi

c -109
Army Serial Number -
Social Security
Number -
Weapons - mith an esson snub nosed
.38 caliber
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into the Travel Lodge Motel until approximately 3:00 P.M.,
on April 4, 1968, He stated that he had dinner at approxi-
mately 5:00 P.M., at the Morrison's Cafeteria, Mobile, Ala-
bama, Mr, ENGLAND further stated that due to severe sinus
headaches that he has, he stayed in the motel all evening
in Mobile, Alabama.

Mr. ENGCLAND denied being in Memphis, Tennessee,
on the evening of April 4, 1968. He further stated that
he recalls on the evening of April 4, 1968, making a collect
telephone call to his wife in Fort Worth, Texas, at approxi-
mately 8:00 P.M. He stated his home telephone number in
Fort Worth, Texas is area code 8l7-Walnut 3-3688. ENGLAND
stated that he drives a 1967 white Buick Le Sabre with
Texas license TWW235.

The following description of ENGLAND was obtained
from interviewand observation:

Name : MARION JACKSON ENGLAND, JR.

Race: White

Sex: Male

Born:

Place of birth: Fort Worth, Texas

Height: S

Weight: 175 pounds

Hair: Brown

Eyes: Blue

Marital status: Married

Wife: ERNESTINE FRANCES ENGLAND

Residence: 2616 Ryan Avenue, Fort
Worth, Texas

Employment: Salesman, The Westward

Company, 7400 St. Aubin
Avenue, Detroit, Michigan
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Military service: U, S. Navy, 1945

Serial number: Unknown

Driver's license: Texas Department of
Public icense
number Wexpireg

December 15, 1968

Selective service
number :
Registered: Local Board 113, Fort
Worth, Texas

Classification: 5A (September 11, 1962)

| w
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who was in his presence at that time who could vouch
for his whereabouts.

The following description was obtained through
observation and interview:

Name BEN LYNN HART

Address 213 East Peace Street
Canton, Mississippi

Race White

Sex Male

Height 5 feet, 10 inches

Weight 160-170 pounds

Hair Black

Eyes

Date of Birth

Place of Birth Canton, Mississippi

Military None

Occupation Farms - self-employed
Marital status Divorcee

Children One

Wife resides in Humble, Texas

Mother MAUDE ETHEL HART
Father GORDON HART

Parents reside in Canton, Mississippi

At this point, Attorney CAIN stated that
he could assure the interviewing Agents that HART was
not of the caliber to do such a thing. SA JERRY R,
PARKER advised CAIN that the interviewing Agents do not
investigate calibers, but only carry out their job.

CAIN advised at this point that he understood
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation was just doing
their job, and rose and left with HART,

N
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Name
Residence

Race

Sex

Age

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Height

Weight

Hair

Eyes
Characteristics

Selective Service #

Previous Arrests

Emp loyment

4

ROBERT OWEN SHERIDAN
208 Joliet Road

Plain Field, Illinois
White

Male

Mount Vernon, I!!inois

6'
205

Brown
Brown
Receding forehead

Admits being arrested by the
Aurora, Illinois Police
Department in 1961 on a

DWI charge. States charges
were dropped and he was
released. States he was
fingerprinted by the Aurora,
Illinois Police Department
at the time of his arrest.
Partner in the Rabros and
Associates, Plain Field,
Illinois
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