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FBI WASH DC

1004PM URGENT 4-4-68 MXS

TO ALL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR 1P

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RACIAL MATTERS.

IN VIEW OF POSSIBILITY OF RETALIATORY MEASURES TAKEN

AS RESULT OF THE ASSASSINATION OF KING, IMMEDIATELY ALERT

ALL SOURCES (RACIAL, SECURITY, AND CRIMINAL), WHO ARE IN

POSITION TO POSSIBLY LEARN OF INFORMATION OF THIS NATURE.

ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED SHOULD RECEIVE EXPEDITIOUS

DISSEMINATION, BOTH LOCALLY AND TO BUREAU.

END
CU.

&Ed,
Dahl

MM RGT
Colton
adv'd

of

Gualy4/4/68
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SV SPT 700 150079
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date: 4/4/68

Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE
Via URGENT

(Priority)

TO DIRECTOR, JACKSON AND MEMPHIS

FROM MIAMI

XXXXXXXXXX ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RACIAL

MATTERS.

REBUTEL XXXXANX FOUR FOUR SIXTYEIGHT.

BOB MC GOWAN (BEFILE ONE SEVEN ZERO DASH ONE ZERO FIVE

EIGHT) TELEPHONE SIX TWO FOUR DASH TWO SEVEN SIX ZERO, CLARKSDALE,

MISS., TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED SA EUGENE L. PAYNE, FT. LAUDERDALE,

FLA., THIS DATE, THAT DURING AFTERNOON FOUR THREE LAST AT CORNER

OF BROOKS AVENUE AND HIGHWAY SIX ONE, MEMPHIS, TENN.,, HE OVERHEARD

THREE WHITE MALES IN EARLY TWENTIES, DISCUSSING KING AND PLANS

TO BURN OR BLOW UP KING'S CHURCH. ONLY PARTIAL CONVERSATION

OVERHEARD WHILE MCGOWAN WAS HAVING AUTO SERVICED. MCGOWAN HAS

DESCRIPTIVE DATA THESE INDIVIDUALS AND DETAILS RE PLACE OF

INCIDENT.

ME
1 (100-15079)
1- (170175) all
ELP:rgt m

my(2)
Approved: Sent 11tf

JN big
Im

M Per of
Special Agent in Charge 157-2434-2

-.. 
_ F'D-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) , • 

F B I 

Date: 4/4/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ____ P_LA_I_N_T=E,-.X--:-T--:-~----:--,---------<: 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

V . TELETYPE URGENT I 
la ________ ------------,------------1 

(Priority) I 
------------------------------------------------L _______ -

TO DIRECTOR, JACKSON AND MEMPHIS 

llXDXXDH ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RACIAL 

MATTERS. 

REBUTEL ~ FOUR FOUR SIXTYEIGtil' • 

BOB MC GOWAN (BBFILE ONE SEVEN ZERO DASH ONE ZERO FIVE 

EIGHT) TELEFHONE SIX TWO FOUR DASH TWO SEVEN SIX ZERO, CLARKSDALE, 

MISS., TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED SA EUGENE L. PAYNE, FT. IAUDERDAI.E, 

FLA. , THIS DATE, THAT DURING AFTERNOBN FOUR THREE LAST AT CORNER 

OF BROOKS AVENUE AND HIGHWAY SIX ONE, MEMl-'HIS, TENN., HE OVERHEARD 

THREE WHITE MALES IN EARLY TWENTI~S, DISCUSSING KING AND PLANS 

TO BURN OR BLOW UP KING'S CHURCH. ONLY FARTIAL CONVERSATION 

OVERHEABD WHILE MCGOWAN WAS HAVING AUTO ~mRVICED. MCGOWAN HAS 

DESCRIPTIVE DATA THESE INDIVIDUALS AND DETAILS RE PLACE OF 

Approved: _________ _ Sent 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI
Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via
(Priority)

MM (100-15079)

PAGE TWO

FOR INFO JACKSON, MCGOWAN PREVIOUSLY HAS FURNISHED INFO THIS

OFFICE. JACKSON AT CLARKSDALE, MISS., IMMEDIATELY CONTACT

MCGOWAN AT ABOVE TELEPHONE, ARRANGE MEETING AWAY FROM MC GOWAN'S

RESIDENCE, OBTAIN DETAILS AND ADVISE MEMPHIS OF PERTINENT

INFORMATION.

END

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge

,, 
FD,-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) • _,..r 

FBI 

Date: 

J 
If. 

Transmit the following in ____________________ _ 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I ________________________________________________ L _______ -

MM (100-15079) 

PAGE TWO 

FOR INFO JACKSON, MCGOWAN PREVIOUSLY HAS FURNISHED INFO THIS 

OFFICE. JACKSON AT CIARKSDALE 1 MISS. , IMMEDIATELY CO:NTACT 

MCGOWAN AT ABOVE TELEPHONE, ARRANGE EEETING AWAY FROM MC GOWAN' S 

RESIDENCE, OBTAIN DETAILS AND ADVISE MEMPHIS OF PERTINENI' 

INFORMATION. 

END 

• 

Approved: __________ _ Sent _______ M Per------
Special Agent in Charge 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1952 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, MIAMI DATE: 4/4/68

FROM : SA JOHN F. HANLON, JR.
ASSASS INATION

SUBJECT: OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RACIAL MATTERS

SA COLTON, Fort Lauderdale RA advised that all major PD's
in Broward County were alerted and requested to contact us
should anyt. ing come up relatedie to captioned matter.

COLTON related that he had learned that af 8:45PM, this
date Pompano Beach PD received anonymous call from individual
who said"You got KING now we 'txre going to get you."

Above being submitted for info.

#:

757-2434-3
SEARC ED

SERIALIZED. Rep FILED Rep
1. 1968

1 - Miami
FBI - MIAMI

JFH/jfh
(2)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-102-01

TO 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1852 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-!J.6 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
: SAC , Mil1 .. MI 

• 
DATE: 4/4/68 

FROM : SA JOHN F. HL'.l.NLON, JR. 

ASSASSINATION 
SUBJECT:~ OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Ri1.C IAL MATTERS 

SA COLTON, Fort Lauderdale RA advised that all major PD's 
in Broward County were alerted and requested to contact us 
should anyt. ing a:Jlle up relatevie to captioned matter. 

COLTON related that he had learned that aJ 8:45PM, this 
date Pompano Beach PD received anonymous call from individual 
who said"Y.ou got KING now we 'lire going to get you." 

Above being submitted for info. 

f - Miami l fz~/jfh 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
so10-1oe-01 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/4/68
PLAIN TEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO DIRECTOR, JACKSON AND MEMPHIS

FROM MIAMI (100-15079)
157-2434*

XXXXNXXXXX ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. RACIAL

MATTERS.

REBUTEL XMXXXRX FOUR FOUR SIXTYEIGHT.

BOB MC GOWAN (BEFILE ONE SEVEN ZERO DASH ONE ZERO FIVE

EIGHT) TELEPHONE SIX TWO FOUR DASH TWO SEVEN SIX ZERO, CLARKSDALE,

MISS., TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED SA EUGENE L. PAYNE, FT. LAUDERDALE,

FLA., THIS DATE, THAT DURING AFTERNOON FOUR THREE LAST AT CORNER

OF BROOKS AVENUE AND HIGHWAY SIX ONE, MEMPHIS, TENN., HE OVERHEARD

THREE WHITE MALES IN EARLY TWENTIES, DISCUSSING KING AND PLANS

TO BURN OR BLOW UP KING'S CHURCH. ONLY PARTIAL CONVERSATION

OVERHEARD WHILE MCGOWAN WAS HAVING AUTO SERVICED. MCGOWAN HAS

DESCRIPTIVE DATA THESE INDIVIDUALS AND DETAILS RE PLACE OF

INCIDENT.
searched

1- (100-15079) Serialized

1. (170475) Indexed
cited

ELP:rgt
(2) 157-2434-4

170-175

.,..-

TELETYPE 

• 
FLA.IN TEXf 

URGENT 

TO DIRECT Cit, JACKSON AND MEMPHIS 

FR01 MIAMI (100-15079) 

✓/ 
\ '?'1 - 2-'f ~ •O: 

4/4/68 

ASSASSINATION or MARTIN UJTHER KING, .JR. RACIAL 
' 

MATTERS. 

REBUTEL Dl'IDX FOUR FOOR SIXT.YEIGHI'-. 

BOB MC Ga,lAN (BffIJ.X ONE SEVEN ZERO DASH ONE ZERO FIVE 

EIGIT) TELEPHONE SIX TWO FOUR DASH TWO SEVEN SIX ZERO, CLARKSDALE, 

MISS., TELEPHONICAU.Y ADVISED SA EUGENE L. PAYNE, FT. lAUDERDALE, 

· FLA. , THIS DATE, THAT DURING APTERNOill FOUR THREE LAST AT CORNER 
I 

. __ / OF BROCKS A~NUE AND HIQIWAY SIX ONE, MEMPHIS, TENN.,· HE OVERHEARD 

THREE WHITE MALES IN EARLY TWENTIES, DISCUSSING KING AND PLANS 

TO BURN OR BLOW UP KING'S CHURCH. ONLY PARTIAL CONVERSATION 

ovtRHEABD WHll.E MCGaiAN WAS HAVING AUTO SERVICED. MCGCWAN HAS 

DESCRIPTIVE DATA THESE INDIVIDUALS AND DETAILS RE PLACE OF· 

INCIDENT. 

(100-15079) 
(17().175) 

LP:rgt 
(2) I 51-~ J/-,c8~ -f 

-=-/#fl 115 
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MM (100-15079)

PAGE TWO

FOR INFO JACKSON, MCGOWAN PREVIOUSLY HAS FURNISHED INFO THIS

OFFICE. JACKSON AT CLARKSDALE, MISS., IMMEDIATELY CONTACT

MCGOWAN AT ABOVE TELEPHONE, ARRANGE MEETING AWAY FROM MC GOWAN'S

RESIDENCE, OBTAIN DETAILS AND ADVISE MEMPHIS OF PERTINENT

INFORMATION.

END

. I 
/ 

I 

MM (100-15079) 

PA~ TWO 

• 

FCE INFO JACKSON, MCGCMAN l?REVIOUSLY HAS FURNISHED INFO THIS 

OFFICE. JACKSON AT CLARKSDAIE, MISS. • IMMEDIATELY CONTACT 

MCGOIAN AT ABOVE TELEPHONE, ARRANGE MEETING AWAY FRW MC GCMAN 1 S 

RESIDENCE, OBTAIN DETAILS AND ADVISE MEMPHIS OF PERTINENI' 

INFORMATION. 

END 
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.' 
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I 
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., 
I 

,f 
,f' 
; 
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4/5/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, MIAMI

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RACIAL MATTERS

Re Miami teletype 4/5/68.

Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven (11) copies
and for Atlanta one (1) copy of an LHM concerning a
Negro student protest at Miami Dade Junior College in
instant matter.

Professor CHARLES B. SCHILDECKER furnished the
information to SA RAYMOND L. O'KELLY.

3 - Bureau (Encs. 11) (RM)
1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (Enc. 1) (RM)
2 Miami

(1 - 157-1087) (Racial Matters)
RLO:jhk
(6) Kmm # 3

RJD

Searched
Serialized
indexed Ry
Filed

Rip

157-2434-6

• • 
4/5/6 

IRTEL 

TO: I 

0 : AC, MIAIII 

OBJECT: 01' K.l G, JR. 

1 t lety 4/ /68. 

c d tor the Bureau are 1 v n (11) copies 

and for Atlanta one (1) copy o n LBll concerning a 
gro t rote t t i Junio Coll ge in 

inst nt r. 

ofe 
info tion to 

- ur u ( ca. ll)(R) 
J.-=, tlanta (100-5586)( c. 1)( ) 

(!_;,} iaa1 
(1 - 157-1087)(Rac1al Matter) · 

RLO:jbk 
(6) /~ 

furnished t e 

s~rched_-.,..,, ______ _ 

:-.erialized ___ ..... @t..=,t;.._---= 
,ndexed / 
Filed ____ __:..../(-~-/J---

; s ✓/- {)~ ~ 1 ·-S 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/5/68
PLAIN

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, MIAMI

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RACIAL MATTERS.

ON APRIL FIVE, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, PROFESSOR

CHARLES B. SCHILDECKER, CHAIRMAN, POLICE SCIENCE

DEPARTMENT, MIAMI DADE JUNIOR COLLEGE NORTH, MIAMI,

FLORIDA, ADVISED THAT AT ABOUT TEN AM THIS DATE, A GROUP

OF APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED NEGROES STAGED A "SIT-DOWN"

IN THE AREA OF THE STUDENT CENTER LOUNGE RESERVED FOR THE

FRATERNITIES. APPROXIMATELY SIX OR SEVEN NEGROES THEN

STOOD UP AND MADE SPEECHES DEPLORING THE ASSASSINATION

OF KING AND BLAMING WHITE PEOPLE WHOM THEY CALLED

"CHARLIES" FOR CAUSING THIS TRAGEDY. APPROXIMATELY TWO

HUNDRED WHITE STUDENTS GATHERED AROUND AND WHEN IT APPEARED

TEMPERS WERE RISING, COLLEGE VICE PRESIDENT AMBROSE

GARNER MADE AN APPEARANCE. HE SPOKE ABOUT KING'S DEATH

BEING A GREAT LOSS TO THE COUNTRY, POINTED OUT THE OPEN

DOOR POLICY OF THE COLLEGE REGARDING THE RACES, AND

ASKED EVERYONE TO STAND AND BOW THEIR HEADS IN SILENT

PRAYER. ALL THE STUDENTS COMPLIED AND AFTERWARD RETURNED
Searched

157- Serialized

RLO:jhk Indexed

K (1) Filed

Approved: IV Sent 414p M MyPer

Special Agent in Charge 157-2434-6

FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

..... . ~· 

Transmit the following in 

• 
FBI 

Date: 4/5/68 
PLAIN 

• 
-------(~T;-yp-e7in-p-;-la7in-=-te-xt-o,-c-od-;--e).,---------~ 

Via ___ T_E_L_ET_YP_E __ 
---------:=----:--:------------1 URGENT 

(P riority) I 

------------------------------------------------L _______ -

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, MIAMI 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RACIAL MATTERS. 

ON APRIL FIVE, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, PROFESSOR 

CHARLES B. SCHILDECKER, CHAIRMAN, POLICE SCIENCE 

DEPARTMENT, MIAMI DADE JUNIOR COLLEGE NORTH, MIAMI, 

FLORIDA, ADVISED THAT AT ABOUT TEN AM THIS DATE, A GROUP 

OF APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED NEGROES STAGED A "SIT-DOWN" 

IN THE AREA OF THE STUDENT CENTER LOUNGE RESERVED FOR THE 

FRATERNITIES. APPROXIMATELY SIX OR SEVEN NEGROES THEN 

STOOD UP AND MADE SPEECHES DEPLORING THE ASSASSINATION 

OF KING AND BLAMING WHITE PEOPLE WHOM THEY CALLED 

"CHARLIES" FOR CAUSING THIS TRAGEDY. APPROXIMATELY TWO 

HUNDRED WHITE STUDENTS GATHERED AROUND AND WHEN IT APPEARED 

TEMPERS WERE RISING, COLLEGE VICE PRESIDENT AMBROSE 

GARNER MADE AN APPEARANCE. HE SPOKE ABOUT KING'S DEATH 

BEING A GREAT LOSS TO THE COUNTRY, POINTED OUT THE OPEN 

DOOR POLICY OF THE COLLEGE REGARDING THE RACES, AND 

ASKED EVERYONE TO STAND AND BOW THEIR HEADS IN SILENT 

PRAYER. ALL THE STUDENTS COMPLIED AND AFI'ERWARD RETURNED 
~earched ________ _ 

157- Senalized __ ..,p'rr.------

Filed ____ ..:..:.:;Rr-----

Sent ---Y~~.M 
1 s/7- fJ//84 -h 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

TO THEIR CLASSES.

FOLLOWING AGENCIES ADVISED: INTELLIGENCE UNIT,

DADE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, U. S. SECRET

SERVICE AND ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH M. I. GROUP ADVISED.

LHM FOLLOWS.

• 
PAGE TWO 

TO THEIR CLASSES. 

FOLLOWING AGENC~ES ADVISED: INTELLIGENCE UNIT, 

DADE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, U.S. SECRET 

SERVICE AND ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH II. I. GROUP ADVISED. 

LHM FOLLOWS. 
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V. 5-22-64)

F B I

Date: 4/5/68

Transmit the following in CODE
(Type in plaintext or code) SENT BY CODED TELETYPE

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, MIAMI

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RACIAL MATTER.

ON APRIL FIVE, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, A CONFIDENTIAL

SOURCE, WHO HOLDS A LEADERSHIP POSITION IN MIAMI COMMUNIST

PARTY, ADVISED A MEETING OF NEWLY FORMED COORDINATING

COMMITTEE OF MIAMI CP WAS HELD ON EVENING OF APRIL FOUR,

NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT. THIS MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY LEADERS

OF MIAMI CP. AT INCEPTION OF MEETING, GROUP DISCUSSED

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. KING AND EVERYONE WAS SHOCKED.

GROUP TOGETHER DECIDED TO HAVE ALL CP MEMBERS IN

MIAMI MAKE CONTACT WITH PEACE GROUPS, SENIOR CITIZEN GROUPS,
SENATOR

AND CONFERENCE OF CONCERNED DEMOCRATS, A PRO EUGENE

MCCARTHY ORGANIZATION, TO PROTEST KING'S DEATH. THEY

ARE TO ENCOURAGE THESE GROUPS TO CALL FOR MARTIAL LAW

IN TENNESSEE UNTIL MURDERER OR MURDERERS ARE FOUND. THEY

ARE TO ENCOURAGE MASS MEMORIAL MEETING FOR KING, MASS

MARCHES FOR HIM AND ARE TO URGE ALL PERSONS INVOLVED IN

PROTESTS TO WEAR BLACK BANDS IN MOHNNING FOR HIM.

1 157- Searched

1 - 157-1087 Senalized Rep
1 - 157-49 indexed

filed RyJPM:jhk
go(3)

Approved: Hn 4:25 PM Per ISent

Special Agent in Charge 157-2434-7

• • 
FBI 

Date: 4/5/68 

Transmit the following in ______ C-,O=D_E_----:---_____ -....,..... ........ _~~ 
(Type in plaintext or code) __g:Nr BY CODED TELETYPE 

Via ___ T_E-=LET=-=-YP-=-=--=E=--- _____ URc__G_E_NT _____ ~ _____ __JI 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: 

FROM: 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, .MIAMI 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., RACIAL MATTER. 

ON APRIL FIVE, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, A CONFIDENTIAL 

SOURCE, WHO BOLDS A LEADERSHIP POSITION IN MIAIII COMMUNIST 

PAJrI'Y, ADVISED A MEETING OF NEWLY FORMED COORDINATING 

COMMITTEE OF MIAMI CP WAS HELD ON EVENING OF APRIL FOUR, 

NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT. THIS MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY LEADERS 

OF MIAMI CP. AT INCEPTION OF MEETING, GROUP DISCUSSED 

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. KING AND EVERYONE WAS SHOCKED. 

GROUP TOGETHER DECIDED TO HAVE ALL CP MEMBERS IN 

MIAMI MAKE CONTACT WITH PUCE GROUPS, SENIOR CITIZEN GROUPS, 
S G"IA-ra~ 

AND CONFERENCE OF CONCERNED DEMOCRATS, A PRO A.EUGENE 

MCCARTHY ORGANIZATION, TO PROTEST KING'S DEATH. THEY 

ARE TO ENCOURAGE THESE GROUPS TO CALL FOR MARTIAL LAW 

IN TENNESSEE UNTIL MURDERER OR MURDERERS ARE FOUND. THEY 

ARE TO ENCOURAGE .MASS MEMORIAL MEETING FOR KING, MASS 

MARCHES FOR HIM AND ARE TO URGE ALL PERSONS INVOLVED IN 

PROO'ESTS TO WEAR BLACK BANDS IN MOBIINING FOR HIM. 

Q 157-
1 - 157-1087 
1 - 157-49 

Approved: -~ffd""l-"-------­
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent 't ~ }j- t,f) M Per _9_/ __ _ 
I .5· 'l-- Q 4-:Ji/- -J 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE TWO

ADMINISTRATIVE:

SOURCE IS MM ONE TWO THREE FIVE - S.

SOURCE STATED THAT BOTH HE AND MM ONE ZERO SEVEN

ZERO - S ASTERISK WERE PRESENT AT MEETING BUT DECISION

MADE ABOVE WAS PRIMARILY THAT OF ALL PERSONS AT THE

MEETING.

SECRET SERVICE, ONE HUNDRED ELVENTH M. I. GROUP,

DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT AND MIAMI PD ADVISED.

LHM follows.

• 
PAGE TWO 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

SOURCE IS MM ONE TWO THREE FIVE - s. 

SOURCE STATED THAT BOTH HE AND MM ONE ZERO SEVEN 

ZERO - S ASTERISK WERE PRESENT AT MEETING BUT DECISION 

MADE ABOVE WAS PRIMARILY THAT OF ALL PERSONS AT THE 

MEETING. 

SECRET SERVICE, ONE HUNDRED Et\rENTH M. I. GROUP, 

DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT AND MIAMI PD ADVISED. 

L...(,/ f1 f v L LO v,;) ~ • 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Miami, Florida
In Reply, Please Refer to April 5, 1968
File No.

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RACIAL MATTERS

On April 4, 1968, a confidential source, who holds a
leadership position in the Miami Communist Party, advised that
a meeting of the newly formed Coordinating Committee of the
Miami Communist Party was held on the evening of April 4, 1968.
This meeting was attended by leaders of the Miami Communist
Party. At the inception of this meeting, the group discussed
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and everyone
was shocked,

The group together decided to have all Communist
Party members in Miami make contact with peace groups, senior
citizen groups, and the Conference of Concerned Democrats,
a pro-Senator Eugene McCarthy organization, to protest King's
death. They are to encourage these groups to call for martial
law in Tennessee until the murderer or murderers are found.
They are to encourage a mass memorial meeting for King, mass
marches for him, and are to urge all persons involved in
protests to wear black bands in mourning for him.

The following were advised of the above information
on April 5, 1968: 111th M. I. Group, Miami; U. S. Secret
Service, Miami; U. S. Attorney, Southern District of Florida;
Miami Police Department; and Dade County Department of Public
Safety.

Copies of this memorandum are being furnished to
the 111th M. I. Group, Orlando, Florida; U. S. Secret Service,
Miami, Florida; and the U. S. Attorney, Southern District of
Florida.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be

distributed outside your agency,
DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASENT

DATE 3-25-25
F54M45K51Group I

Excluded from Automatic
Downgrading and DeclassificationSearched

Serialized- 1* - R4indexed
Filed Rip

157-2434-8

• • UNITED STATES J;>EPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

K~aa:l, Ploridll 
April~, 1968 

0-01'1' If) lllf'f X AL 

ASSASSIKA~IOII or IIAa'l'IR LUTB.Bk l:J[lfG, JR. 
RACI,AL .. TTBRS 

0D April 4 1 l968, _, confidential aou;"ce, who bolds a 
leadership position in the 1u.-.1-. Co111nuiist Party, advised tbat 
a Meting of the newly formed Coordilll&ti:ng Comaittee ot tbe 
111-.1 Comnmist PQ't)' na held 9n tba evaaiq of April 4, :D.968. 
This aeetiq was attended by leaders o'l tu JU.aai Comumist 
P.-.rty. At the inception of thi~ _.ting, the group discussed 

. tlae assassination of Dr. llartj.~ Lutber King, Jr. and everyone 
. W&$ sb.f;)Ck•df 

The gro'1J) togethe:r deciQd to have &:11 Co•u;mist 
~ty lll8Jllbt,rs in lliaai a&ke c:ontac;_t with pee.ce groups, senior 
cit~ P'()aps, and the Conference of Concaraed Deaocrats, 
a pro-.Senator Bugen• llcC~thy organizatiolll, to protest Kt.ag's 
death. They are to enco~ tbese groups to c11.ll for aartia:n. 
la:w 1'1 ':fennessee until t._ ■IU"de~r or ■urdere~a are f 0°'1d o 

'I')J.ey &J'8 to eneourage a ■ass -orial ... ting fer King, 11&as 
■arc;b.es for h1-, and are to ~ge all perBOu involved illl 
protest~. to 'lf8ar bl~ ~s i~ 110uraing for hill. 

The followine; went advised of the above info:naation 
on April 5, 1968: 111th M. l, Group, Miuai; U.S. Secret 
Servic:e, Miaai; u. s. Attorney, Southern District cf Florida; 
1u.-.1 Police Depar~nt ; qd Dade County Daput■ent 9f Public · 
Safety. . 

Copies of this 11&JIOl"andum. are beiq :furni11bed_ to 
tbe 111th •·I.Group, ~la~ol Florida; u. s. Secret Service, 
Miami, Florida; and tba u. s, ttoruy, Southern District cf 
Florid ... 

This dQomneat contains neither rec~ndationa nor 
conclasiQns of the PBI. ~t 1,s the prope~ty ct the PBI and 
is loaned to 7our agency; it and its contents a.re not to be 
distribu~ed out,ide your ap~cy, 

\V 
.. l* -
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F10-323 (Rev. 11-29-61)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Miami, Florida
In Reply, Please Refer to April 5, 1968
File No.

Title ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.

Character RACIAL MATTERS

Reference Memorandum, dated and captioned
as above, at Miami, Florida

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.

• , f1t>-323 (R...-. 11-29-81) • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

lliaai, Florid& 
April 5, 1968 

Title 

Cbaracter 

Reference 

ASSASSIRAT IOB OJI IWlTltR LOTB.BR 
l:Dl'G, JR. 

RAC!~ IIATTDS 

IIB110randua, dated and captioned 
as.above, at llisai, Ploridll. 

All sources (except any 1.ieted below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced ~omrnun1~ation have furDished. reliable 
infomation in the pa.et. 

Thi ■ docum■nt contain ■ neither recommendation■ nor conolualon■ of the FBI. It 1 ■ the property 
of the FBI and 1• loaned to your CIQ ■ncy1 it and 11• content ■ are not to be distributed out■ide 
your aq ■ncy. 
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FD-342 (Rev. 1-26-65)
DONET

United States Department of Justice
F'ederal Bureau of Investigation

Miami, Florida
April 5, 1968

1 - 111th M. I. Group, Orlando
1 - Secret Service, Miami
1 - U. S. Attorney, Miami

RE: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
RACIAL MATTERS

Dear Sir:

For your information, I am enclosing communications
which may be of interest to you.

Very truly yours,

7A. Frobbase
F. A. FROHBOSE
Special Agent in Charge

Enc. 1
REGISTERED

1-- 157-2434
1 - 66-2586
JPM:jhk
(5)

CONFIDENTIAL

(Upon removal of classified enclosures, if any, this transmittal form becomes
UNCLASSIFIED.)

FD-342 (Rev. 1-26-65) 
.:a 

United S Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Dear Sir: 

For your information, I am enclosing communications 
which may be of interest to you. 

6'- 157--?1/'3 '-/ 
1 - 66-2586 
JPM:jhk 
(5) 

Very truly yours, 

(Upon removal of clas\~ enclosures~ if any, this transmittal form becomes 

UNCLASSIFIED.) 
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4/5/68

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, MXANI

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RACIAL MATTERS

Re Miami teletype 4/5/68.
Enclosed for the Bureau are eleven (11) copiesof an LHM in captioned matter.

The confidential source is MM 1235-S.

The LHM is classified CONFIDENTIAL to further
protect a confidential source of continuing value, the
disclosure of whose identity would be detrimental to the
national defense.

3 - Bureau (Enes. 11)(RM)
1 - Atlanta 100-5586) (Enc. 1) (RN)
4 - Miami

(1 - 157-1087)
(1 - 157-49)
(1 - 134-1419 Sub A)

JPM:jhk
(8)

IV
Searched
Serialized
Indexed Rip
Filed

Ref

157-2434-

• 

I 

Sear hed 
SN1at1zed-~----6- ~----: 
Indexed -----~, i...../.l'-4--
Filed _______ --.!.::Pf1~ 

;5·1-043~ -9 
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64)
a

FBI

Date: 4/10/68
Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

Via Airtel
(Priority)

To: SAC, Albany

HENRY
1/1From: Director, FBI

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
RACIAL MATTERS

Many offices are using above caption in communications
to the Bureau concerning a variety of activities and racial
incidents arising out of the killing of Martin Luther King, Jr.
This is creating problems from administrative and filing
standpoints and should be discontinued immediately. Captions
descriptive of the activity involved should be used in
accordance with instructions in the FBI Handbook, page 154h of
Part III.o

For example, in reporting information concerning
disturbances that may have occurred in Albany the caption
"Racial Disturbances Following Assassination of Martin Luther
King, Jr., Albany, New York, April 9, 1968, Racial Matters"
could be used.

2 All Offices

Eff

152-2454-1

Stay
SERIALIZED RIGHT 74
SEARCHED INDEXED

APR 13 1968

Sent Via M Per FBI-NIANI!

3

0-9 me-,. 5-22-64) 
w ,~ 

,· FBI 

Date: 4/10/68 
Transmit the following in -----------"-·"'::-,....-'-'-~---------------­(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via -~A=1 ... ·r ..... t_,e ..... l _________ _ 
· (F riority J 

- ----------------------- ---------------------- --------------------
To: · 

~~ 
SAC, Albany 

Director, FBI 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
RACIAL MATTERS 

Many offices are using above caption in communications 
to the Bureau concerning a variety of ·activities and racial 
incidents arising out of the killing of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
This is creating problems from administrative arid filing 
standpoints and should be discontinued immediately. Captions 
descriptive of the activity involved should be used in 
accordance with instructions in the FBI Handbook, page 154h of 
Part IIIo 

For example, in reporting information concerning 
disturbances that may have occurred in Albany the caption 
"Racial Disturbances Following Assassination of Martin Lu.ther 
King, Jr., Albany, New York, April 9, 1968, Racial Matters." 
could be used • 

...7"~--a> All Offices 

£ff) 

Sent Via _________ ___:'--_____ M 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, MIAMI (44-1854) (P) DATE: 4/10/68

FROM : CYRUS T. FALLS, JR.

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CIVIL RIGHTS
(00: Memphis)

At 3:54 pm, this date, KATHRIN HOBSON, Pittsburgh Plate
Glass Company, 17851 NW Miami Court, Miami, Florida, 625-0491,
(Residence 525 East 14th Street, Hialeah, Florida, 888-4253),
telephonically advised the Miami Office she had ordered some
stationary from A. L. GARBER Company Printers, Ashland, Ohio
through the Pittsburgh Plate Company and it had arrived this
morning postmarked 4/5/68.

MRS HOBSON related she had opened the outer package and
removed one inner package and started to remove the second
package when she observed a 3 inch long by NET inch wide white
piece of scratch paper, which had been ripped from a "package
copy." She stated someone had printed in pencil the following
"Dr. Rev. Martin L. King will be dead by 4/4/68."

She stated the package and paper was contained in
shipment #52360. She advised she was the only one in the
office who was aware of the note.

MRS HOBS ON was instructed to place the packages and
note in a safe area and an agent would be sent out to
interview her at Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company. She advised
she would do so and would not converse with her fellow employees
about t he note.

2 - 44-1854
1 - 157-2434
CTF:ctf
(3)

Tab 157-2434-11
SEARCHED INDEXED

It SERIALIZED RefillFILED opAPR10 1968
FBI - MIAMI

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
5010-108-01

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

l 
!5010-108-01 

MAY 1~2 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (-41 CFR) 101-11.6 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

2 -
1 .. 

• 

• 

( -1 ) 

• • 

( ) 

• 
DATE: /l / 

r91 - MIA I -1.--,-,.~ 
-----

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
JULY 1973 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : SAC, MIAMI (137 DATE: 6/28/76

FROM : SA DONALD E. WERTZ

Scc attach 5 lip
SUBJECT: PROBE OF JOHN F. KENNEDY

AND MARTIN LUTHER KING
ASSASSINATIONS

On 6/25/76, GEORGE BRACKETT, friend of retired
SA GAY SHAHAN, advised telephonically that he had been
contacted on several occasions by DAN CHRISTENSEN, a reporterfor the "Miami Magazine", 3361 S. W. 3rd Ave., Miami, Fla.,
who desired to question BRACKETT concerning the activities
of one WILLIAM SUMMERSET, alleged FBI informant. CHRISTENSEN
told BRACKETT he was investigating the assassinations of
JOHN F. KENNEDY and MARTIN LUTHER KING.

BRACKETT advised he is general manager for Hecker
Electric Co. Hialeah, Florida, telephone 888-3205, and
located 10430 N. W. 36th Court, Miami, telephone 836-4828.
He was a friend of WILLIE SUMMERSET, who has been dead for
7 or 8 years. He intends to see CHRISTENSEN, but has no
knowledge of SUMMERSET's activities that he feels would
bear on this matter. His purpose in calling was to notify
the FBI that such an investigation was being conducted.

Indices check reflect SUMMERSET was informant,
137-363-231. SHAHAN has moved to Virginia, but his son,
PHIL SHAHAN, works at Central Bank of North Dade.

DO NOT DESTROY
PRESERVE FOR SELECT 157-2434-12

DEW:ed COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
(3(3) 444854
(6)-89-35 INDEXED

44.1854
SEARCHED

SERIALIZEDifFILED tf
JUN 28 1976

557-2434
FBI -MIAMI

Jus
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

5010-110

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ·- . . ·••, 
JULY 1973 EDITION · • 
GSA FPMR (41 CFRI IOI.I I.II. , 

UNITED S'"fATES GOv £RNMENT • Memorandu,rt 
TO SAC, MIAMI (--t:3-t- ) DATE: 6/28/76 

FROM : SA DONALD E .. WERTZ 

SUBJECT: 

\ I .,: '· c- l: \). Cc.:..C- (L'r-<:-.,.c Ii'-- - '\ 
•.• J { . 

PROBE OF JOHN Fo KENNEDY 
AND MARTIN LUTHER KING 
ASSASSINATIONS 

On 6/25/76, GEORGE BRACKETT, friend of retired 
SA GAY SHAHAN, advised telephonically that he had been 
contacted on several occasions by DAN CHRISTENSENS' a reporter 
for the "Miami Magazine", 3361 S. W. 3rd Ave., Miami, Fla., 
who desired to question BRACKETT concerning the activities 
of one WILLIAM SUMMERSET, alleged FBI informant., CHRISTENSEN 
told BRACKETT he was investigating the assassinations of 

JJOHN F. KENNEDY and MARTIN LUTHER KINGo 

BRACKETT advised he is general mar.ager for Hecker 
Electric Co.s Hialeah 9 Florida, telephone 888-3205, and. 
located 10430 N. W. 36th Court~ Miami, telephone 836-4828. 
He was a friend of WILLIE SUMMERSET,. who has been dead for 
7 or 8 years. He intends to see CHRISTENSEN~ but has no 
knowledge of SUMMERSET 1 s activities that he feels would 
bear on this.matter. His purpose in calling was to notify 
the FBI that such an investigation was being conducted. 

Indices check reflect Sl~~1ERSET was informant, 
137-363-231. SHAHAN has moved to Virginia, but his son, 
PHIL SHAHAN, works at: Central Bank of North Dade. 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regttlarly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
5010•110 

G,,/ 
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FD-160 (Rev. 3-23-71)

Date

TO: CHIEF CLERK

SubjectWilliE Summerset.
Social Security Account #

Alloses

Address Birth Date Birthplace Race Sex
Male
Female

Exact Spelling Main Criminal Case Files Only Restrict to Locality of

All References Criminal References Only

Main Subversive Case Files Only Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Subversive References Only Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

WilliE Summerset 137-363-23

John S. Kennedy
89- 35* ("1/63)

MaRtin Luther King
44-1854* (4/88)
151-24341

Requested by Squad Extension File No.

Seatched by 6-28-26
(date)

Consolidated by

(date)

Reviewed by
(date)

File Review Symbols

I - Identical ? - Not identifiable
N1 . Not identical U- Unavailable reference GPO: 1971-O-423-290

... .... -· .. :. ,. i 

fD-160 {Rov. 3--23-71) 

• 
Data 

TO: CHIEF" CLERK 
----------·--------------------.~---------------'-----

Subject l 
{._ )1 \ l'f:__ 

Allosen 

Addrees 

~ Exact Spelling 

c=JAII References 

Birth Date 

Social Security Account II 

B lrthplace Race 

CJ Restrict lo Loc;allty of 

Sex 
0Male 
0Female 

c=JMain Subverslvi, Case f"lles Only 

c=:lsubverslve References Only 

L-=:JMain Criminal Case f"lles Only 

CJ Crlm;nal References Only 

LJMaln Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References). 

LJ Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 

F"lle & Serial Number Remarks f" lie & Serial Number Remarks 

. \ \ . 
~__,-) ~ \ \ 't-:-- . s, _ ) "'~!'~:_ o _ \ c' :.:l \ ·3 (l 3l-3-,~-5 I 

, 

~ )o ~ 'l~ 

- ·3~i (' \ I 0 3, ( 
, 

\cc=_ 0101 s _c-\'"_ qq_ - . 
\ 

J 

'('1'\ 0, £'-\-~ ~ I ~1:_\'\1 Q., \<. ~L - ,~ ~ '-' ~- . (\·J l 'o 
,1__, <> _, I ~i 1- :J-q :7)c\ l 

! 

----- ··-----

' 

.. 

' 

', 

ReY:Jby 
Squad Extension f"ile No. 

_, 

Se~y 0 /c-c/"_/ 
6--r9 g-26 

,Ii /~CZ. (date) 

Conso.lldated by 
y 

(date) 

flevlt•wed by 

date) 

f" Ile Review Symbols 

I ldenUcJl ? - Not Jdentlflable 

NI • Not l<lentlcal U Unavailable reference 

• "j 
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XX

8/31/77

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (62-6603) (C)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS;
BUREAU DEADLINE 9/23/77

Re Bureau teletype to Miami dated 8/18/77; Miami
airtel to the Bureau dated 8/3/76.

Pursuant to instructions in referenced teletype,
the Bureau is being furnished herewith two xerox copies each
of pages of serials with notations not previously forwarded
to the Bureau in the Miami office file captioned, " MURKIN,
Civil Rights (44-1854)," as well as the assassination of MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR., Racial Matters, file 157-2434 as indicated
below:

For ease of identification the first page of the
appropriate serial is also included.

These are as follows:

Miami 44-1854 Volume 2, Serials 152 page 3, 175 page 2,
251 page 3, 264 page 2, 299 page 2, Volume 3, Serial 489 page 2,
Volume 5, Serial 647 page 2.

In addition, the following first pages of serials
not previously sent to the Bureau by Miami Division are enclosed
for the Bureau which communications are in Bureau files:

Miami 44-1854, Volume 6, Serials 774, 775, 776, 782, 785,

787, 788, 789, 791 pages 1 and 2, 792, 803, 804, 813, 815, 816.

Miami file 157-2434 serials 13, 14, 15, Starched
Serialized 2)
Indexed
Filed

2 - Bureau (Enc.
3 - Miami BALL for(1 - 62-6603)

(1 - 44-1854) DO NOT DESTROY
(1 - 157-2434)

DJD/d1 PRESERVE FOR SELECT
(5) al COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATION

157-2434-13

xx 

h 

• 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) 

F~OM: SAC, MIAMI (62-6603) (C) 

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSIN~TIONS; 
BUREAU DEADLINE 9/23/77 

• 
8/31/77 

Re Bureau teletype to Miami dated 8/18/77~ MiM!i 
a.irtel th the Bureau dated 8/3/76. 

Pur$uant to instructions in referenced telatype, 
the Bureau is being furnished herewith two xerox copies each 
of pages of serials with nota.tions not previously forwarded· 
to the Bureau in the Miami o.ffice file captioned, " MtJRKIN, 
Civil Rights (44-1854)," as well as the assassination of MARTIN. 
LUTHER KING, JR., Racial Mattera, file 157-2434 as indicated 
below: 

For ease of id~ntification the first page of the 
appropriate serial is also included. 

These are as follows: 

Miami 44.:..1854 Volume 2, Serials 152 page 3, 175 page 2, 
251 page 3, 264 page 2, 299 page 2·, Volume 3, Serial 499 page 2, 

Volume 5, Serial 647 page 2. 

In addition·, the followi,ng ;irst pages, of serials 

not previously sent to the Bureau lby Miami Division a.re enclosed 
for the Bureau which coJnln~ications are in Bureau files: 

Mi~i 44-1854, Volume 6, Serials 774, 775, 776, 782, 78~, 
787, 788, 789, 791 pages 1 and 2, 792, 80-1., .. ~. 804, 813, 815, 816. · 
Miami file 157-2434 serials 13, 14, 15, St(rphecf_ :~-~ --

Serialized a ..!Sj·------------ ,. 

,.6 - Bu.re~u (Enc. 
8) - Miami. 

(1 ~ 62-660-3) 
(1 - 44-1854} 
0) -- 157-2434) 

DJD/df .11_ Q . 
cs> (Y' 
~ 

· lnde~·ed - • • • · ·· .. - ·· -- - ____ .. _ · ·- · 

;J 
Fited · .; - • ' - • - - - - - - . _ ..... 

f1J/t, -- -_ ----~-------_-_-_-_-___ _ 

DO NOT DESTROY -
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MM 62-6603

Also the following serials are enclosed in their
entirety inasmuch as they have not been previously furnished to
the Bureau and are not in the Bureau files:

Miami file 44-1854, Volume 6, Serial 777, 778, 779,
780, 781, 783, 784, 785, 790, 793, 794, 795, 796, 797, 798,
799, 800, 801, 802, 805, 806, 807, 808, 809, 810, 811, 812,
814, 817, 818, 819, 820. The total number of serials are 58.

A review of the exhibits contained in the aforementioned
files did not disclose any notations.

- 2 -

• • 
MM 62-6603 

Also the following serials are enclosed in their 
entirety inasmuch as they have not been previously furnished to 
the Bureau and are not in the Bureau files: 

Miami file 44-1854, Volume 6, Serial 777, 778, 779, 
780, 781, 783, 784, 785, 790, 793, 794, 795, 796, 797, 798, 
799, 800, 801, 802, 805, 806, 807, 808, 809, 810, 811, 812, 
814, 817, 818, 819, 820. The total number of serials are 58. 

A review of the exhibits contained in the aforementioned 
files did not disclose any notations. 

- 2 -
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NR0803 WA CLAS SENT 1:45AM 7/31/76 MJW

PM NITEL 7-30-76 CMB

TO ALL SACS

FROM DIRECTOR (100- 106670)

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: BUDED AUGUST 9, 1976.

REBUTEL TO ALL SACS JULY 28, 1976.

FURTHER DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TASK

FORCE HAS RESULTED IN THE FOLLOWING CHANGE REGARDING

REPRODUCTION OF FIELD OFFICE SERIALS IN THE MURKIN INVESTI-

GATION, AS OUTLINED IN REFERENCED TELETYPE,

IT WILL BE NECESSARY ONLY TO XEROX THE FIRST PAGE OF ANY

DOCUMENT IN YOUR MURKIN FILE IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUMENT HAS

BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBING. THIS WILL INCLUDE BOTH DOCUMENTS

ORIGINATING IN YOUR OFFICE AND THOSE RECEIVED FROM OTHER FIELD

DIVISIONS. ANY DOCUMENTS IN YOUR MURKIN FILE, COPIES OF

WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ MUST BE REPRODUCED IN

THEIR ENTIRETY AND FORWARDED TO FBIHQ.

IT IS NOTED THAT THIS FIRST PAGE SHOULD CONTAIN THE FIELD

OFFICE SERIAL NUMBER IN ORDER THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN

MAKE A COMPLETE CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF EACH FIELD

OFFICE SERIAL.

END

159-2434 -14

grig
441-1854

in 157-2434-13
SEARCHED

INDEXED

SERIALIZED
FILED Sw

JUL 3 1 1976

FBI-MIAMI

PM 11TIL 7•3•1c Cle 

TO ALL SACS 

J'ROM DIRECTOR Ul,- l1CC71) 

NARtlM LUT~ KIWG, JR.a BUD!D AUGUST 9, 1976+ 

Ri:SUTEl. TO ALL SACS JULY 281 1976. 

ll'URTHIR DISCUSSlOIS WITH TKI: D&:PAR?MEIT OF JUSTICE TASX 

FORCE HAS RISULT!D lit THI P'OLlOWING CHANGE R!8ARD118 

REPRODUCt 101 OF rIILD O,,lCE SERIALS IM THE NURK1M UIVESTI• 

IATIOH 1 AS OUTLINED IM fttFEREICED TELETYP~, 

IT VlLL BE IECISSARY ONL. Y TO XEROX TMI ,1RST PA&E or AIY 

DOCUMENT IN YOUR flJURKII JrIL.E IF A COPY OF tMAT DOCUNINT HAS 

Billt SUBMITTED TO FBlHt• ·THIS WILL UtClUDI BOTH DOCUMENTS 

ORlGIIIATIN IN YOUR o,,1cE AttD !KOS£ RECEIVED FROM OtHIR YIEJ..D 

DI VISIONS. AltY DOCUMZNTS IN YOUR NURKlN Fil.Et COPIES 01 

WHICH KAVE NOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO FIIHI 'MUST II REPRonuce IN 

THEIR !NtlRETY AID 10RWARD£D TO FBIHQ• 

IT IS NOTED THAT TKIS ,1RST PAGE SKOULD CONTAIN THE YI!lD 

OFFICE SERIAL HUMBER IN ORDEft THAT TME DEPARTMENT CAN 

MAKE A COMPLETE CHROIOl.OtUCAL ACCOUITING o, EACH FIELD 

If 1 -cJV3{ _-/ f 
!jy::__P17A 3 
\Sf.ARCH'E~-AND~~"'" ..;,"' ! 
', Sf,RIALIZE~IL.w...:...·. ~..;;;:, ~--! 

.JUL 3 l 1976 
_ FE31-MlAMl 
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TMENT OF

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Miami, Florida
In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. 157-2434

December 29, 1976

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.
EXTREMIST MATTER

On December 22, 1976, PAT KEOHANE, Chief Correctional
Supervisor, Federal Correctional Institution (FCI), Perrine,
Florida, advised the following information was developed by
a member of his staff during a recent conversation with an
inmate ROBERT BYRON WATSON, Number 19210-101, regarding his
failure to adhere to FCI mailing procedures.

WATSON, who was sentenced to six years on
October 6, 1972, for violation of Federal Narcotics Laws,
indicated that he expected to be released from the prison
prior to the inception of his full term as a result of a
demonstration to be conducted in his behalf by DICK GREGORY
at the White House. He requested to be confined to the FCI
Segregation Unit in protective custody during the last week
of January, 1977, since it is then that the demonstration will
take place.

RICHARD CLAXTON GREGORY, also known as DICK
GREGORY, is a well known nightclub entertainer
and civil rights activist who recently has
turned his attentions to the re-investigation
of the MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. assassination.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

Searched pat LL
Filed Oct

157-2434-15
159-2934-14

In Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 157-2434 
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UNITElJ STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Miami, Florida 

December 29, 1976 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN 
LUTHER KINGJ JR. 
EXTREMIST MATTER 

On December 22, 1976, PAT KEOHANE, Chief Correctional 
Supervisor, Federal Correctional Institution (FCI), Perrine, 
Florida, advised the following information was developed by 
a member of his staff during a recent conversation with an 
inmate ROBERT BYRON WATSON, Number 19210-101, regarding his 
failure to adhere to FCI mailing procedureso 

WATSON, who was sentenced to six years on 
October 6, 1972, for violation of Federal Narcotics Laws, 
indicated that he expected to be released from the prison 
prior to the inception of his full term as a result of a 
demonstration to be conducted in his behalf by DICK GREGORY 
at the White Houseo He requested to be confined to the FCI 
Segregation Unit in protective custody during the last week 
of January, 1977, since it is then that the demonstration will 
take place. 

RICHARD CLAXTON GREGORY, also known as DICK 
GREGORY, is a well known nightclub entertainer 
and civil rights activist who recently has 
turned his attentions to the re-investigation 
of the MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo assassination. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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RE: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.
EXTREMIST MATTER

Records of the FCI revealed that in 1976, A. REGINALD
EAVES, Public Safety Commissioner, Atlanta, Georgia, commenced
an investigation after GREGORY supplied him with a forty-two
page statement attributed to WATSON by his mother, regardingthe MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. assassination. EAVES indicated
that he planned to return the results of his investigation
over to a correctional committee.

WATSON's statement contained an allegation that in
1968, while he was employed at Magellans Art Gallery in Atlanta,
Georgia, he overheard GENE PURCELL and JERRY ADAMS, co-owners
of the establishment, planning to kill KING approximately one
week before the assassination. PURCELL at the present time
is believed to be living in Clinton, Tennessee, and may pre-
viously have been employed with the then Atomic Energy Commission.

FCI records reflected that WATSON is a white male,
date of birth August 8, 1953, FBI Number 260-514-J10. He has had
numerous arrests since 1970, primarily for narcotics violations.

-2*-

I 

, 

•• 
RE: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, JR o 
EXTREMIST .MATTER 
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Records of the FCI revealed that in 1976, A. REGINALD 

EAVES, Public Safety Commissioner, Atlanta, Georgia, commenced 
an investigation after GREGORY supplied him with a forty-two 
page statement attributed to WATSON by his mother, regarding 
the MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo assassination. EAVES indicated 
that he planned to return the results of his investigation 
over to a correctional committee. 

WATSON's statement contained an allegation that in 
1968, while he was employed at Magellans Art Gallery in Atlanta, 
Georgia, he overheard GENE PURCELL and JERRY ADAMS, co-owners 
of the establishment, planning to kill KING approximately one 
week before the assassination. PURCELL at the present time 
is believed to be living in Clinton, Tennessee, and may pre­
viously have been employed with the then Atomic Energy Commission. 

FCI records reflected that WATSON is a white male, 
date of birth August 8, 1953, FBI Number 260-514-JlO. He has had 
numerous arrests since 1970, primarily for narcotics violations. 
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342 (Rev. 3-15-73)

United States Department of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Miami, Florida

December 29, 1976

1-U.S. Secret Service, Miami, Florida

RE: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.
EXTREMIST MATTER

Dear Sir:

For your information, I am enclosing communications
which may be of interest to you.

Very truly yours,

JULIUS L. MATTSON

Official in Charge

Enc. 2
REGISTERED MAIL

1-Addressee
2-Miami (157-2434)

(1-66-3586)
GFC/kr
(3) RR

,~342 <Rev. 3-15-73) . , I , ·- ' .. 
. '• United States Dep rtment of Justice 
'• Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Jliami,. !'l&rida 

December 29, 1976 

1-u.s. Secret Service, lliaai, F1or1da 

RE: ASSASSINATION CJJ' JIARTIN LUTH:at 
KING, JR. 
EX'mBIII-ST JIATTIR 

Dear Sir: 

For your information, I am enclosing communications 

which may be of interest to you. 

Enc. 2 
REGISTBRm MAIL 

Very truly yours, 

JULIUS L. Jll'rl'SON 
Official in Charge . • 

1-Addressee._. __ _ 
@-Miami ID7-2434)) 

(1-66-3586) · 
GFC/kr 
(3UAJ 
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FD-376 (Rev. 12-17-75)

December 29, 1976

Director In Reply, 1137-2434United States Secret Service File No.

Department of the Treasury ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN
Washington, D. C. 20223 RE: LUTHER KING, JR.

EXTREMIST MATTERDear Sir:

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked.

1. Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service.

2. Attempts or threats to redress grievances.

3. Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official.

4. Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments.

5. Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity.

6. Defector from U.S. or indicates desire to defect.

7. Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or

activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S.

Photograph has been furnished enclosed is not available.

Very truly yours,

CinkilleyClarence M. Kelley
Director

2-Bureau (RM) IR
1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s))

U. S. Secret Service , Miami (Enc. 1)
(157-2434) Searched

Enclosure(s) Date
GFC/kr

Filed Dat(4)
157-2434-14

157-2454-15

.. , 
FD-376(Rev, 12-17-75) ,,..,,. 

Director In Reply, ':iff-te4' · 
File No. · United States Secret Service 

Department •of the '.l'reasury 
Washington, D. C. 20223 RE·ASSASSlNATXON OF IIARTIN 

· LU'l1U!Jl KING, Jll. 
Dear Sir: EXmBMIS1' IIA'l'TIB 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement beti,yeen the FBI and Secr'3t Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. ~} Threats or actions against p~rsons protected by Secret Service. 

2. D Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. D Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. D Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic ,e.stablishments. 

5. D Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. D Defector from U: S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. □ Potentially dangerous because of_ background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 

Photograph D has been furnished □ enclosed 

Very truly yours, 

D is not availabJe. 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

2-Bureau (RM) 

1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) 
/.f"-i u. s. Secret Ser~iee ' Miami (Enc. 
LJ..,'Miami {157-2434) 
Enclosure(s) 

GFG~ltr 
(~ 

1) 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



12/29/76 fi
AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (157-2434) (c)

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER

KING, JR.
EXTREMIST MATTER

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM

dated and captioned as above.

FD-376 attached in view of information contained
in LHM re planned demonstration at White House.

Local dissemination of LHM to Secret Service,
Miami, and information copy of LHM being furnished Atlanta
as a matter of possible interest to that division.

UACB, no further investigation being conducted in
this matter by Miami Division.

2-Bureau (Enc. 5) (RM)
1-Atlanta (100-5586) (Enc. 1) (RM) (info)
1>Miami
GFC/kr
(4)
for Soft

X
Dest

Dirt
157-2434.167592243477

12/29/76 

AmTEL. 

TO: . · J>mioc:Tm, FBI (100-106810) . 

FROM: SAC, HIAJII (157•2434) (C). 

. SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN Ltlffllm 
ICING, JR.. . . 
EX'mEKIST MA'l'TJB 

Et1closod for the Bureau are five copies- of an uni 
dated and·~aptloned as·above. 

J'D-376 attached· in view of information contained 
in LHM re planned de110nstrat1on at White House. 

· Local dissemination of LH• to Secr~t Service, 
·Jliam.i, and inforution copy·of LHII being furniSbed Atlanta 

· .. as .a matter of possible interest to that division. · 

UACB, no further investigation being eondueted in 
'this matter by Jliami Division_ •. 

· 2~BureaU: (Enc. 5) (JUI) . c· info) 
· ,.k--Atianta (100-5586) (Enc~ 1) (RM) 
@Miami 

GFC/kr 
(4) 

·~ 
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9/23/77

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
(ATTN. : SUPERVISOR JAY ALDHIZER)

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (62-6603) (C)

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS:
BUDED: 9/23/77

Re Miami telephone conversation with the Bureau
on 9/20/77; Miami airtel to the Bureau 8/31/77; Bureau teletype
to Miami dated 8/18/77.

Pursuant to Bureau instructions, enclosed herewith
are two copies each of the following listed serials from
Miami Office file captioned, "MURKIN, CIVIL RIGHTS (44-1854) ",
which are not contained in Bureau files:

Serials 297, 360 and 737.

dry
2 - Bureau (Enc. 6)
3 - Miami

(1 - 62-6603)
1 - 44-1854) Searched

1 - 157-2434) Indexed
DJD:1sp Serialized
(5) Filed

Isp

157-2434-18

X 

• 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290) 
(ATTN.: SUPERVISOR JAY ALDHIZER) 

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (62-6603) (C) 

SUBJECT: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON ASSASSINATIONS; 
BODED: 9/23/77 

• 

9/23/77 

Re Miami telephone conversation with the Bureau 
on 9/20/77; Miami airtel to the Bureau 8/31/771 Bureau teletype 
to Miami dated 8/18/77. 

Pursuant to Bureau instructions, enclosed herewith 
are two copies each of the following listed aerials from 
Miami Office file captioned, ·MURJCIN, CIVIL RIGHTS (44-1854)•, 
which are not contained in Bureau files: 

Serials 297, 360 and 737. 

1--_ - Bureau (Enc. 6) 
@_;,- Miami 

(l - 62-6603) 
( l - 44-1854) 
(£;·- 157-2434) 

OJD:lsp 
(5) 

◄ 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) C

(Indicate page, name of

Congressional Staff newspaper, city and state.)

Interrogates Ray 4-A

PETROS, Tenn. -- The staff of
the House Select Committee on As-
sassinations met with James Earl MIAMI HERALD
Ray for seven hours Monday and
agreed to arrange a lie detector test
for the convicted killer of civil MIAMI, FLA.
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr.

The meeting was the sixth held
with Ray since March 22 at Brushy
Mountain State Prison, where he is
serving 99 years for pleading guilty
to the 1968 staying.

Robert Lehner, spokesman for CC: TO MMFILE (44-1854*)
the four committee staffers who 157-2434)
met with Ray, said the lie detector
test will be given Ray after the cur
rent series of interviews. Another
interview will be held Dec. 2. !

Date: 11-15-77
Edition:
Author:
Editor:
Title: JAMES EARL RAY:
MURKIN.

Character: UFAC
or

88-15589*Classification:
MIAMI, FLA.

Submitting Office:

Being Investigated

757-2434-19
SEARCHED INDEXED
SERIALIZED

off
FILED

HGV P 1 977

FBI-MIAMI

PD-350 (R»v, /-16-63) 

,~ 

I Congressional ~tafJ 
1 

"I J! '!I· I'!I\ :I na:errogaies ~tay u . 
PETROS, Tenn. -- The staff of 

the House Select Committee on As­
sassinations met with James Earl 
Ray for seven hours Monday and 
agreed to arrange a lie detector test 
for the convicted killer of ciVii 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. 

The meeting was the sixth held 
with Ray since March 22 at Brushy 
Mountain State Prison, where he is 
serving 99 years for pleading guilty 
to the 1968 siaying. 

Robert Lcliner, spokesman for 
tfie four committee staffers whq 
met with Ray, said the lie detectoJJ 

. t/ist will b{'l given Ray after the curi­
;/ent series of interviews. Anotb.el.' 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 

{Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 
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