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FEDERAL Bl,JREAU OF INVESTIGATION I 

I 
Date _A_p--,-;t_i ..... 1_1_2_, _19_6~8 __ 

I 

I 
MARRELL MCCULLOUGH, residing 270 Gaston, Apartment 6, 

· Memphis 51 Tennessee» telephone 947-4265, who is employed as a ·,. 
warehouseman by the Summerall Electric Company, 345 s.·Parkway 1 

Memphis, telephone WHS-4455, advised as follows: / • · , 

MC CUL:tOUGH is a native of the state of Mississippi 
and has lived in Memphis 51 Tennessee 9 since appro~iro~tely F~bruary 
1967. He had been present at the Lorraine Hotel ahd Motel, 406 
s. Mulberry Street, IIemphis, from approximately 5:.5& p.m. until 
approximately 8:00 p.m. on Thursday 9 April 4 9 19681, and was _pl'.'es­
ent when Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., President of /the Southern 
Christian Le~dership conference (SCLC), was shot. 

He explained his presence as follows: I 

MC CULLOUGH 9 who is a Negro 1 bad been 
supporter of the Memphis sanitation workers who 
strike in Memphis beginning February 12, _1968. 

a ~ympathetic 
had been on 

I 
. I 

Beginning around the early part of Marchi 1968, MC­
CULLOUGH, in his spare time, has engaged in variou1s strike 
support activities sponsored by a group of Memphis! Negro minis ... 
ters who have adopted the name ComJnunity on the Mo,ve for 
Equality (COME) . He has worked with this group an,d other 
supporters in the Memphis community engaging in s~mpathy 
march~s and other strike support activity which i~ primarily 
centered in the headquarters of the Minimum salary_ Division• 
of the AME Church 9 276 Hernando, Memphis)) and at ~he Clayborn 
Temple AME Church at 280 Hernando. 

I Around March 18~ 1968y the SCLC sent various of its 
staff, to Memphis to assist the COME group in strike support 
activity, and in fact ll Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. lmade a p~blic 
speech in behalf of-the sanitation workers at Masqn temple on 
the night of March 18 1 1968. Dr. KING returned to Memphis on 
the morning of March 28 9 1968 9 to lead a mass downtown Memphi~ 

'strike support march~ and after a major disturbande 1 occurred in 
the Beale street area of Memphis resulting in considerable 

I . 
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. property damage by some of the ml!ll.rchers, the·.· SOLC staff .. ,l.e;ft . 
. vawious · of 1 ts members in Memphis· to further organliz~- the · :.· .• 
strike support a,ctivity.. Shortly after. March ~8,.' [~68, ·Mr,. · 

' . • ~ I • • , , 

· MC CULLOUGH became acquainted with two membex-s of :D~. KING'S 
, staff; namely, Revo JAMBS ORANGE, of Philadelphia,'. Pennsylvania,. 

and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, of Birmingham; Ala-bama, and Cijicago·,, . · · 
. Illin~is, and. he has worked with them on· various p~Qjects si~ce 
t .that time. · · ·I 

I 

'I 

On . the afternoon of April 4 9 1968, MC CULLOUGH, . wJao 
'has ~ ':bllu~ 1967 Velkswagen, . 1600 series, fastback/ qrove·•'tp t .-

. the Lcj,r:raine Motel accompanied in b.i·s car by Jev. 'tJ'AMES ORANGE 
and R~n, • JAMES BEVEL, and he f :ixed their arrival· : a~ the mote 1 
in th,·car at about 5:55 p.m. He parked his· Volksfi~gen·in the 
motel·pa:rking lot which would be on the east ·side 1of Mulbe:i:-r, 
and just south of the old hotel portion of the Lor;raine Hotel 
and Motel. His car -had been followed by· a· white Pontiac Tem-

' ' ' I I ·pest, 
1 
exact model number not r.ecalled, driven by CLARA ESTER, 

a student at LeMoyne College· and who he unde_:rstand~ 'resides at 
396 Laclede, Memphis, and another young lady·, MARY1 lllJNT, who 
lives 1 on Baltimore street in the orange Mound area 1 of.Memphis 

' and wl,lo he beiieves attends Memphis state Universit~ ~ · These 
''young, ladies had also been working in soine of the s~:rike suppo~t; 
-·act iv~ ty spop.so.~ed by· co•, and they bad· been with.: 1:lEVEL,,

1
,. ORANG]!! 

and MC Cl!JLLOUGH at the Clayborn Temple pri ior to coml!ng to"_ the 
Loxira~ne Motel. . . . I , · _ . .- • 

1 They parked their car behind the Volkswag~p., · and·, ,~t 
that point,. BEVEL, ORANGE and MCCULLOUGH and mJNT!-~nd· ES1ER 
_got 9ut of their cars and stood around the parking: ]jot area·. · 
MC CQLLOUGH :recalled seeing numerous other pE:!ople p~ the·:nor~h 

-end .of the· par_~ing lot area which ~s _directly ·in ff_~,r~,-.:~~ .. ,;t'1e.:·.· 
:new motel por~:Lon of the· Lo:wraine and recall~d·: see~~g a ~egr,o 

1 

, 

_ singil).g group managed by JAMES BEVEL known ais the i'~ead Basket 
·oroup~v, He··did l).ot know any of their spe.cific,ide~titie$ ..• · 

, · . •r , · . · ) ,, ... /·,~i ;_.i:: 

. MC c.,r.~JLOUGH was .firist a.war~ of tb.e prese:°'~e in· JtlleJ 
vicinity of :or: MARTIN UJTHER KING, JR·. when he got/ out of b!ts 
car and observed Dr. KING standing on· the· second flo·or. -balcony: 

.of the motel a.lmost directly in ·front of Room 306,.wbicb bad 
· been Dr. KING' s room during bis recent visit to Memphis. · Dr • 
. KING<was lea.ning over the r~il. which runs in front i Qf an o~t-:- .. 
side walkway :running the length of the second floorimotel 

.portion, and MC CULLOU'GH noticed no one else on the balcony 

. with him at the time. · · 
1 

- • 

I 
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(. --~ ' , At this point~ which would probably have been close 
.to 6: op p. m. , either shortly bef0re or shortly ther~

1 
after, Mr. 

MCCULLOUGH walked back toward the car driv~, by CLl\RA ESTER 
and Rev. BEVEL and Rev. ORANGE walked north.on the parking lot 
toward; the group of people who were standing there. j 

I 

, Suddenly, MCCULLOUGH heard an exp~osive sqund and 
recall~d that he was standing and facing north when1 J:ie first 
heard it. He was standing south of the position ocp~pied by 
Dr. KING and noted that the rail on which Dr. KING had been 
leaning runs north and southp and that KING would h~~e been 
facing Mulberry Street, or to, the west with his bac~ facing 
the doorway of the motel and to the east. MCCULLOUGH was 
unable,to adequately describe the sound 0th.er than·it was 
rather,loud and had a seeming echo to it. He has s~rrved in 
the U. , S. Army and would offer ·a:n opinion based on his Army· 
experience and limited knowledge of firearms that the noise 
which he heard was _a gunshot sound. I 

, 1 Immediate.ly thereafter, someone in :bhe cr~wd, identity 
not _recalledt by MC CULLOUGH stated in essence, "Dr. 1 KING ha_s been 
shot."1 MC.CULLOUGH pointed out that he had been fac:ing north 
when he heard: the sound~ and upon hearing the person· say some­
thing to the effect that Dr. KING had been shot, he' ~ooked eas­
terly and upward toward the rail where Dr, KING·had

1
~een standing 

and observed Dr, KING falling •ba:ckward in a southeasterly direc.­
tion. It appeared as though Dr. KING may have been[gr,sping 
with one of his hands for his throat area, although'MC CULLOUGH 
could not be posit~ve as to the physical movement, ~i any, of 
Dr. KING'S hands, Almost immediately, MCCULLOUGH tu~ned his 
head in a westerly direction looking across Mulberry Street, 
which runs north and .south~ and saw no one:either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings which face east toward the, Lorraine Id 

Hotel and Motel. He saw no one in the area in the ,;,icinity of 
the motel with a gun or a weapon of any sort. i. 

I 

He saw no one running from the area in any direction. I',~ 

A few seconds later~ he recalled seeing a [ g~oup o.f 
what he felt were··Memphis Fire Department employees 

1

rµnning 
from the rear entrance of the fire station which faces Main 
Street· and ·wbpse .rear entrance faces Mulberry St_reet ~nd vihic:h_ 
is localted just south of the motel 9 noting that these firemen'· 
seemed 1to be running toward the v-icini ty of the mot~l. 
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When MC CULLOUGH looked upward again at lthe point 
where Dr. KING !had fallen.? he was first conscious !of seeing 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON, an SCLC staff member from Chidago, looking 
out a doorway of a motel room just south of the_ ro;orit previously 
occupied by Dr. KING. JACKSON would have been leoking· in a 
westeflY. or actually a northwes1mnlydirection, becruse be was 
looki~g toward KING's prone body. I 

Almost instinctively 3 MCCULLOUGH ran up
1 

the outdoor 
iron and cement stairway which leads to the balcony from the 
ground level and which is located about two or three motel doors 
south of where KINGws body rested. He turned north on the bal­
cony ).ij;fon reaching the second floor level, runningJtoward Dr. 
KING 's\ body~ and noticed tha·t Dr. KING was lying prQne in a 
crosswise position with his head pointing iri a southeasterly 
direction and his feet pointing in a northwesterly;diirectiop., 
his feet being located adjacent to the protective ~ailing. 

Mr. MC CULLOUGH was the first person to f e,ach the _. 
body of Dr. KING, and be knelt down to .Qr. K-ING's pr'one body,. 
Almost simultaneously 9 one of the Negroes at the motel, iden­
tity not recalled, handed MCCULLOUGH a towel which MCCULLOUGH 
used to apply pressu.re. to the wounded area of Dr. KING's body, 
which he recalled was on tbe right side of his face in the, 
immediate area of his cheekbone and running down irtto his upper 
neck area. The wound was recalled by him to be a large wound, 
not unlike a tear. The flesh on Dr. KING's face ori the right 
side thereof appeared to be torn backward toward tile rear of 
his- head area~ and the wound appeared to start aroun<:) the 
middle: of his cheekbone and continue downward into 1hi~. upper 
neck area. He also recalled seeing splotches of b~o0,d, possibly 
pinhead in size, in the immediate vicinity of the l,a:t:"ge wounded 
area, and his first impression was that these may have been 
minute pellet wounds~ although he now feels that th1

1

ey were 
probably mere blood splotches or spots. . 

MCCULLOUGH attempted to apply pressure t~ the wound 
in an effort to stop the bleeding~ as the bleeding ~~s quite 
profuse at th_is time, and as he knelt·•down and observed Dr. 
KING's body in its prone position with his back fac~ng·the 
concrete floor and the front side of his body facing upward, 
the wound would have had to have been caused by a bullet or· 
projectile coming toward Dro KING from a northwestetly direc­
tion since it entered the right side of his face and since, KING 
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I I 
was last recalled being seen by him looking directJyi west 1,ts 

' he stood against the hand rail. It was his definite: impres­
sion at the timev and he still holds to this impre$$ion, that 
the shot would have conie from orie of the buildings [ t 1o the 
northwest. There is ai sei'ies of old buildings lOClflt:ed just 
west of the motel Whose fronts wouid face on s. Main street, 

· I I · which 1. is the next north-south street west of Mulberr1y. 

: From the second story position of Dr. KiiG when he 
,was .shot, coupled with the position of the wound beginning 
· around his cheekbone area ~.nd dropping down toward I ~is neck 
area, 1 he believes the shot· in all probabllity would :have come 
from one of these buildings at an elevated level rat1her than 
from the ground area surrounding the buildings. j 

MCCULLOUGH also recalled that as he applied the 
,pressure around Dr. KING's cheekbone and upper neck area with 
t~e towel, he was aware of an unusual odor which was1 similar 
to the odor which one · smells when a fire cracker· is I e:xploded. 

I . . I 

Shortly thereafter, Ile was conscious of th'e fact that 
CLARA 1ESTER and· MARY HUNT had come up onto the balbo'.ny and were 

. standing nee.~ him~ By this time 9 there was no doubt: in MC CUL­
LOOGH ~s mind that Dr; KING ·was dead. There. was no I m,ovement in 
his body, and his eyes were immobile and hebpelieves! they were 
open, 1although he cou.ld not be certain of th·is. H~ estimated 

. he applied the pressure for one to two minutes, a-nd :by this 
·time, ·;a number of Negroes had gathered around the. bo,dy, and he 
recalled seeing Rev. RALPH B. ABERNATHY 9 Dr. KING'li; chie.f aide. 

I . . ' 
ABERNATHY knelt down and began app);ying pressure w~th the towel 
which ;had originally been ·held by MCCULLOUGH. I 

1 At this point, Rev. ABERNATHY relieved M€ CULLOUGH, as 
. ,MC CULLOUGH noted that CQRA ESTER and MARY HUNT wer~ crying and 
appea~ed to. be shaken c9.nsiderably at the sight of Jnr. KING's · 

·body. He. was a_fraid they would become hysterical ,n~ he. :there-· 
,after ~walked with them away from the area. They w4,l'.ked down the 
outsiqe motel st~i:rs to the south of Dr. KING 0 s body; onto.the 

·parking lot area and stood around. 
I ' 
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1 
• • By this time v it ,would p:rob~bly have been ~ f~w 

m.inl!Jlt~~ after 6: eo p ~ m ~ p and h~ observed a large ~u,be:r:-:'· of · 
members Qf the Memphis Police. Department and possi!bi·y_ the. 

· Shelby County Sheriff ~s Office in. the i~m((:ldiate ar'e•. ·· One 
of. tbe .officers ;,-,,·:ldenti ty not :ire called s a$ked all· :of. ithe 
pea.ple in· the . immed ia te['.'ifu•ea to remain and . not• lea';ve. · 

·. ,· .' , . . ... · . . I . . 

. . • ' ;· H.e estimated thi£a t he st®>bd around the pa;r king lot 
area 1:n -'tb.e immedi~te · ilmtel and motel a:rea until c\].qsl8 :1:;<? 8:;:pQ 
p.~-. an411, whem no on·e had asJted him specifically no~ to leave' 
he le,f,t and returned to the Clayborn Temp~e ~ . 1 • · ;- • . 

I··. 

. I T . .. 
. Be had· been to the motel on. lYeclnesday 9 Apr,i('· a',,, 196~~, · 

0 
• , • : • • -C·· , · r, ., , 

witlt some of tb,e SCLC people and :irepresentatives of tl'fE3 COME · · 
gro11p,: and at no time while around the LiDr?'.aine: Motel did he 
._recal.1 seeing any individuals he co'uld consider to ibe suspic-

.. ious ·or who may· have giveD the imp:it"essio~ they were· observing 
ttir~ area other than _the fa<:t that he .ha:d from· time \t~ time· . 
Sf~en la:w enfo;rcement offic~:1:rs in the 'area. He was iunab:J.,e· 'j;(i)_ 

· ··. YJi)inpoint the· exact times when he had s.~en· this •. · : , .. 
,· / ·. ! . ,';' . I ... .·' .I. 

/ MC CULLO'ff:JGH concluded .th~rt, he knew of no .su.spects 

1
1 

.and ;bad ·not recai_led having heard a~:y of his associates nien-
. . .. tion .any suspects er any isvispicious persons who '.may\ :tiave been 

. frequenting the. a-rea of tbe motel d,ring 'the day or! two prior 
• to .·Dr~- 'KING' s death. I 

I ;. 

'. 
I 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

,· 
Date _ _::;A~~=r~,i=l:......:8_,-=1=9=6=8 __ 

I 
• I 

I 
. Reverel!ld RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, 690 La Verne ~ive, N~ W ~, 
Atlanta, GeoJ;'gia,was intierwiewed ai.t the Memphis Police Department 

.at 10:55 p.~ April 4, 1968. Reverend ABERNATHY was _a;dvised of 
the Agent's identity and of the na1.t~re ot _the matter under investiga-

. . .. . I 

tion. · . , 
I 

. . I 
_ Reverend ABERNATHY, who described hi•elf as Vice President 
~t Large. and Trefi.sorer of the. Southern ... Chr.is.t ian Leadetship 
Conference, stated-he·was ~.-MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.'s closest 
associate· a_nd stated ,that. he. al!lld- ~nr .. KiNG ~lways shared a room 
whenever they. 0 travell~cl together ... Be istated that·. at about 10:ao·a~m. 
o~ April 3, 1968, · he and _Dr. KI?iG registe_ried at the Loriraine Motel,· 
Me:i,his, Tennessee~ i 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated -that on April ·4, 1968,\ ~e a~ci Dr. 
KING did n()t leave the motel and spent most of the day iii their 
room, "#306, Which is located OD ·the. second fioor 9f the 1 motel~ . 
He stated that he and Dr •. KING inadbeen gone from their:~00111 for 
approximately c::,ne hour or less when they returned t.o the room at . 
about 5 :30 p .l!l~ - ·He said they go_t dres$ed as they_ were going to . " .. 
d:l,n:ner at the home of .. Reveren4 BILLY.KYLE and that at a~mpst exactly 
6 p.m. they started to leave the roomo. Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
:for a. moment and Dr. KING. walked .. out onto the ba:lcoriy just outside 
the door to his room. ·. Reverend ABERNATHY was still ins:llde · .the 
mot~l room but could hear Dr. KING discussing the dinner, engagement 
with other associates wlhlo Reverend-ABERNATHY believes were standing 
_in the parking area of t;he motel lllllllde;rlileatb and to the. frqnt of. the 
balcony on Which Dro KING was.standing.. ' 

.-Reverend ABERNATHY stated. he he.aid what sounded like. a fire­
cracker_ and· then heard the screams. of par$ons to whom. Dr~ J{lNG had · 
b~~~ ~al~ing. ,Revere:oci· AB~RN~TBY; we111t _·then:· to· the ~•~ce>*Y· .-.nd dis­
covf;9red Dr. KING.lying,there.wdunded in the.right side of the face 
and, n,ck.' He said ,he l,Jelieve~ Dr~ KING attedipt~d to speak to him 
but.,.was .. unable .to .. .do so. Reverellild. ABERNATHY .said .he instr.ucted 
someone to call an amblllance and then. a.ccoinpanied Dr.~ KING iii the 
at,ibulance to· the hospital where Dr. KXNG subsequ$ntly die1

~~ 

' 
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Rewereim<d A.la~RNAT:mf ~t~t<.etdl tlhlfi.t jlllldgil!llg f~Q~ the sound 
of the imoise ·it ~ppe~redl tlblat th(6 ~lblot came from diriectly in 
frol!llt of. the dooll" ~imdl !llot from ~iny g:11:'elal. t dli~t:m.l!llce. IHe stated 
he did ~ot Qbserwe &llllything th~t WO!lllld illlldliclal.t~ who !fired the 
silhlot. Rewere)Jlld ABER.HATJBff ~lso ~t&ted tlhliai.t while t.heJy were in 
the lllllOtel ll."OOm Dr O KING did. l!l\Ot p t<O bisi kimowiedge p. ·r;eceive any 
teleplbloime c&ll~ of lal. thre~telllling ll:lli>t!lllire or cli.lls· fro~: persons 
who Wotlllld not :idel!lltify tlhlemselve~. Reverend ABERNA~Y said 
Dr O. KING had riot feai.:ired tlmat alll\y particUJiUl.:tr per;SOl!llS m~ght 
.il\fal.irm him WJ.ltlld i,evelt"eizldl ABERNATHY w~si !llllll\19l.ble to siugges~- any 
:siueipects or to prowidle &rmy otlh\(e)R> illllformli.tioill ~h\i~h might 
!al.SlSist ~in id~·~tif:,ing Dro KU~'G11'~ killer. - .. . . :· 

' 
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1-, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

, Mr. CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE 9 123 West 
Illinoi~s, was intervie~ed 1eJ.t the Memphis 
12~05 a.m.·, April 5, 19689 Mr. ESKRIOOE 
interviewing Agent's idelllltity and of the 
under investigllitiol!l. · 

! y·: 
. . I. 

Date . AJ>ril 8 ~ 1968 
l 

• I 
·.1 

I 
Mad.~SOl!l StrleE;Jt f Chicago, 
Police Head~uarters at 
was advised

1 
<?f the 

~ature of the matter - . I I 

I 
I I 

, Mr~ ESKRIDGE, who idellltified hi~ elf as General Counsel 
for the,Southern Christian Leader~hip Conference, ady~sed that 
he arrived in Memphis~ Tell'il~essee, ~t approximately ll:30 a.m. 
on April 4, 1968. He stated he h~d been with Dr. MA~TIN LUTHER 
KING, JR~ during a portion of the d.1Dl-y on April 4,, 19.~8, and at 
about 5:45 p.m. was standing in the parking area of the Lorraine 

. 'I I 

Motel when Dr. KING walked out of his motel room onto the second 
· floor balcony of the motel and lefdl.i.med over and· began i t,o discuss 
his dinner engagement with other persons who were st~n.ding below 
the balcony. I 

1 Mr. ESKRIDGE st~ted he was standing with hi~ back to 
Mulberry Street ~nd was facing Dr. KING when he heard to his 
right ;Jt"ear a sound like ~ firecr~cker. He looked to I h:is rear 
momentarily to see if someo~e were behind him·and when

1 
he looked 

toward Dro KING again he saw him lying on his back ort the balcony~ 
I . Mr. ESKRIDGE said he heard only one shot fired and he recalled 

th~t Dr. 1 KING vas standing in fro~t @f his motel roo~ ~t the 
time he was struck. He st~ted he believed the shot 9a~e from 
th® area of the ho~ses overlookillllg Mulberry Street on irom the 
high grass in the yards wlh!.iclh were behind the p.ouses \overlooking 
Mulberry' Street. 

I 
1 Mr~ ESKRIDGE stated he had been standing in 1t~e parking 

area of the Lorrail!lle Motel for approximately 5 to 10 !minute$ 
prior to 1 the shot and he h1ill.d not observed anyone in tlh~ area who 
he believes might have fired tlhle shot. He said he dild not know of· 
1DJ.nyo~e who wished to harm Dr~ KING and he stated he had no other 
information which he felt might as~ist in identifying\ l)r. KING 9 s 
killer~ I 
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FD-302 (Rev. '4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ___ 1 -'4-=-/_1_3-=-/_6_8 ___ _ 
I 
' 

Mro S0WMON JONE~ 0 JRoo 314 Vance Avenue 0
1 Memphis, 

who is employed as a :tulTheral direct.or for Ro S ~ Lewis\ c1.nd Sons 
.. at t.h.e same addre~~ W©l.~ irnte:irviewied at t.he Lorr~d.ne Mbtel 0 406 
Mulberryo Memphiso I 

Mro JONES advised tlh\at he had beelril serving\as 
clh\auffeur fo:ir Dlro MARTIN LUTHER KING 0 J'Roo on Dro KING= 1s last 
trip to Memphis~ He beli~ved that he had started dri vi:ng for 

, Dro KING ,on April 1 0 l96!L · He st<!itied that. Reverend JAMES IAWSON 
of Memphis had reque~ted him to drive Dra KING while be was in 

I 
Memphis a I 

I 
On Wedne~day night.e April 3 0 1968 0 Dro KINq spoke 

at the Mason Temple in Memphis alThd after the speech returned· 
to the Lorraine Motelo 406 Mulberry 0 Memphiso Dro KING told 
him to report back to the LorrailThe Motel on Thursday mofning~ 
April 4 0 19680 at 8g30 aamoo as Dro KING was due to go to 
court in Memphis in regard to a restraining order o i 

I 
Mr .. JONES stated that olril Th~rsday morning 0 April 4 6 

1968g he returned to the Lorrai111ve Motel at about 8i30 ~ .. ,m .. 11 

which motel is located at 406 M~lberry .. He stated this motel 
is located on the e~st side of Mulberry S~reet and is bqrdered 
on the lThorth by Hulin.g AveIDruie lallThd on the $JOUth by East\:autlere 

I 

He advised that h~ parked the carewhich was;used to' 
drive Dro· KING and whi1Ch cair wa:s a 1967 Cadillac and be:ronged 
to the R~ s. Lewis and SolThs F~neral Homeo in the parking: area 
of the Lorraine Motelo Ee parked this ~ar in front oflRoom 
2 (Jl1 which is ollil the groulrild level of t.h<El Lolt'raine Motel~ The 
car'was headed into the motel ar~a which would have been in an 
easterly directiono I 

A short time after he arrived Reverend AND~ YOUNG, 
. I 

/a.lTh a:SSIOICiate of D:ir o KING O c'1oliil.t©1.~ted JiONES alThd stated tha~ Dr o 

KING was ~ot going to go to court o~ the morning of Ap~il 4 0 • 

1968 0 ~lThd YO'l!JNG w~s g~ing to go to ©ourt .. Reverend YOUNG 
informed JONES that. he was to r~mroai:n at the mot.el as or:.. KING 
wa~ to lat.er th~t day addre~s the sanitation workerso 1 

On 4/12/68. 

I 

i 
51 I 

. I 

. ·I 

I 

File # __ M_E_4_4_=-'1_9_8_7 ____ _ 

' 
by -=SA~=E-=U-=G=E"';'NE=--=Gc-,,..,.--=lDJ-=0-=U-=G=JA=S-=S.L_/-=rc..=:aC-'j'--------Date dictated :4 /13/ 68 I -----,-1---'----~--
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. , 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 

ME 44~19
1
87 

2: 

I 
I. 

', ·.1 

I 

I 
I 
I, 

I 

JONES advised that he remaill'i\ed at the Lorr,aine . I 
Motel an~ ate his lu.ll'i\ch at the motelo At about 3 i 00 1p.m .. I} 

April 4 0 , 1968 9 Reverend BILLY KIZER (phonetic), a mi0:ister, in 
Memphis~1 informed JONES that Dr .. KING a)Il1.d other members of his 
staff were going to have dinner at Reverend KIZER's h~me at 
about 5 g 00 pom.,, April 4 I} 1968., I. 

I 
I 

. \ 

Mr., JONES stated that Dr., KING did not leave the 
mot.el area the entire day of April 411 1968 11 · and JONES\ ~tated. 
that he stayed in this area the entire day~ \ 

He advised that Drp KING and his group did\not leave 
the motel at 5:; 00 p.J!l., IJ as had been originally mentio1r1e·d to him 
by Reverend KIZERo At approximately 6d)0 Pomo O April: 4, 1968, · 
JONES noticed Dr., KING come out of :a room o:n the balcony ' · 
level of1the Lorraine Motel whi~h room was north of Rootn 306 
where Dr.1 KING was residing., Dr., KING proceeded to Room 306 
and as he was about to enter the room Dre KING told JONES to 
star1:: the car as they were preparing to go to. dinner., 1 iJONES 
stated he started the car and Dre KING went into Room\306 
where he was staying with Reverend ABERNATHY. : 

I 

' Dr.. KING came out of Room 306 a short time )later and 
was standing on the balcon.y area in front. of Room 30601 At this 
time Dr .. KING was fully dressedo Dr .. KING wa~ looking .fro~ the 
balcony level down to JONES who was standing beside tW,e car on 
the grouna level.. JONES advised the car was st.ill parked in. 
front of Room 2010 Dre KING was talkiln\g to JONES about the 
weather and Jr?NES stated he t~ld Dre KIN~ he should pu~ on 
a topcoat 1 as it was cool outside" He stated that he was 
looking up a:t .Dro KING during this conversation and orlo ;KING 
was facing west and t.hiat hieo JJ'ONESo waei facing easto Dr .. KING 
ack~owled!ed JONES concerln\ing obtaining his t.opcoata I 

I 

· JONES stated while he wa~ still looking at D~o KING· 
he heard a sound which he thought. wa~ a fire cracker o I O.r., KING · i:. 

fell to the floor of the walkway i)I'i1. front, of Room 30601 At this 
point JONES ~ould ~ee blood coming from Dro KING 9 and te1,alized 
thlf:l sound '.wars actually a shot rat.her than. a fire crack~r·o 

' 
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JONES stated that he started ~~reaming and calling· for help 
anc:i repeatedly called several time~ 00 Dr o KING 0 s been shot o 

11 

- , - He advised that. at the time of the shoot~~g that 
JESSE JACKSON~ a staff member of Dre KING 8 was stan~ing, at 
Room 3~5.. He also recal!led that Dro KING's ·1awyer by the 
name of ESKRIDGE of Chic·ago 11 Illinois 9 was standing: ,iear JONES 
on the; ,grou_nd level.. [ 

' · After seeing Dr o KING bleeding and realilzing that 
he was shoto J'ONES stated th~t he a!!Ml ESKRIDGE did Jnat run 
to the' side· of Drm KING as others were iC?oming to Dro KING!s aid .. I , ·, . ' . 

·However 0 he and ESKRIDGE turned west since that was the direction 
i:n whi'ch the shot had origin,arted 0 and we:nt toward Mulberry 
Street which street is located on the front portiotj of the 
motelc, They ran about 50 feet and stopped opposite the 
offic~ of the motelo JONES stated he and the lawy~r both 
then looked around a~d saw nothinge J'ONES stated he ran 
about 'another ten- feet we~t and stopped at the edgJ of 
the sidewalk in front of the motel aund stood besid~ a brick 'V)fa-llr 
He st/1:!,t.ed ESKRIDGE 'also ran up to same area opposite, himc · · .. ,. · 
He ad~ised when he reached this po>'i1rnt. he looked opposite the 
point where he was standing which was also the d:irive:way area. 
He looked opposite t.he driveway area toward the we~t side 
of Mulberry Street~ This area has a l~rg_e retaining wall. 
Immed~ately above the retaining wa~l is a grassy a~~a with some 
small,shrubs and bushesc This iai.rea is behind somef~wdings 
facing.Sputh Main Streetc He got a quick glimpse of a person 
with ~is back toward Mulberry Streeto I . 

!I ae estimated'fue person he glimpsed would have been 
appro~imately 60 feet from where he was standing., ~e pointed 
out it was dusk d~rk and he merely got a quick glimp~e of 
someone in that ar~a .. Ee stated that it was the b~ck of this 
individual and he could :not tell whether the person.was 
Negro. or white.. This person wa$ moving rather fas

1
t and he 

recalis that he believed he ·was weari:ng · s_ome sort '.of light 
C)Olored jacket. with ~iome siort of a hood or pa:rcka., I ~e stated 
this, person apP.efired to pim to b~ abiputh? 0 11 °0 ar ~.::a little taller o 

He did. inot. see him ~airry:J1Jl'llg ai.inytbiiml.g :un 1.s nan ant°' aid no"" -
notiic«e anyt.hiing ~onc:!erni:ng his dres~ below his walsi;." · - · 

- . . - . I 
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He said he could not tell anything further! ~bou~ 
this individual and it could have been 'an officer~ but he· 
could not furnish any further details concerning this!~dividual. 

He related that he did not look to his lefl .or. south I' 

omi · Mulberry Streeto . After taking a quick glimpse he in\mediately 
ran back 1 to the motel area where Dre KING was locatedl He ran 
upthe ~iddle stairway of the motel which stairway Wfi~ opposite 
Room 308q' As he was running up the stairway he noticed a red · 
ambulance had arrived and he believed this ambulance wa,s a Memphis· 
Fire Dep~rtment. ambulance o I · 

' ' ' i At this point he stated he was in .such a st~te of 
shock th~t someone put him in Room 308 and he had to lie down 
for a moment.. While thi.ev were pl9:cing Dr.' KING into tlte · 
ambulanc'e9 LEE BERNARQ; i=lr». aide of Dr .. KING 0 . came into );lo'.om 308 
and told1him to calm down a~d for him to drive the car and 
follow DroKING 0 s ambulanceo JONES stated he drove the car which 
had been , used for· Dr o KING and followed · the ambulance I t:o the 
hospital .. In the cai with him was Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and 
LEE BERNARD. I 

I, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4~/_l_l~/_6_8 ____ _ 
l 

Rev~· BERNARD SOOTT LEE, 334 Au.burn Avenue, 1Atlant.a,, 
Georgia, was interviewed at _.the Poli~e Depairtment, M~mphis, · :'' 
Tennessee, in the presence,{¢,f 'Lt. ro:M MARSHALL,, Homicide 
Bureau, Memphis Police Depir{:rtment ., Rev~ LEE volunta:x;'ily 
furnished the following inform~tion: . 

! . ' 

Rev. LEE stated that he came to Memphis on:Apr11·3, 
1968, with Dr. MARTIN LUTH.ER KING 9 JR., and had been!staying 
at the Lorraine Motel since his ~rrival. He-was. registered · 
in Room 205 and was alone in that room. He advised .that 
Dr.· KING was registered in Room 306 with Rev. ABERNA'tHY &,,· and 
their room was immediately above his and one do~r south of 

· his unit. · '· 

Rev. LEE stated that he and Dr. KING and.ail members· 
of their party h:ad been·.around the Lorraine Motel most of the 
day. He advised that he dressed for dinner and left 1 his 
motel room at approximately 5 :.45 to 5: 50. P .. M". and went to. the 

' ' ~w\ ();''t't!,. ;; ;' ;:''.1 
,.,· 

court yard of the Lorraine .Motrel where he joined other. 
members. of the st.aff of .. the. Southern Christi.an .Leadefs·hi.p, 
Conference (SCLC) · a'rlld local comlinuni ty people,; .•LEE. ~talte,d•• ~t 

. th.at t~me he wag !:.tandiµg about ·three feet ·from·· the step:s . ·. • .·,. : .•. ,, 
on the north ~nd of the court y~rd wlblidll led to the second 
floor of the motel.. He· said he saw Dr. KING come out of 
his room· at approximately 6,: 00 P~Me and! 'D:r. KING walked out 

·on the balcony in front of that r@om. Rev. LEE stated, about. 
that time his attention wars directed t(Cj) two female warkers·,' 
names unknown 9 who wer@ following· one of the staff cars of 
SCLC as they drcove into the Lorraine ,Motel.· He said:as he 
was looking at these individu@l.ls 9 ·he he~rd :a·shot an~ knows 
that the shot came from across the street in froint of Dr. · 
KING Q s room and which would be coming from the west. : Rev. · 
LEE said he immediately realized. that this was not a: .f,ire­
cracker and ·that it was a shot from a high caliber rifle. 
He·; said, he based this .on his experi<eince in the U; s. I Air 
Fol'ce and pointed out th:at hcehas fi:1red the M-2 carbi~e as 
well as the .22 c~liber rifl<e. · He said he immediately knew 
that this was not·a blast from a :shotgun but from a high caliber 
ri.fle•. Rev. LEE st~ted he immediately 1-ooked toward the 
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buildings which were to the west of him but said he did not 
see anyone in any of the windows of these buildings whq could 
have fired that shot. He s~id he only recalls seeing some 
white police off ice rs wlhlo huad shotguns but knew at the ', time 
th~t this .shot was not from~ shotgun but from a high ~aliber 
rifle. Rev. LEE s~id h~ turned ai!ild looked at Dr. KING!and saw: 
that he had fallen back tanci was lying on the floor of t

1
he 

balccn1y. He s~id he believed th~t he saw Dr. KING 9 s ha1nds 
leave the railing of the balcony and that this indicate'p to . . 
him that Dr. KING was le?aning over the bailccmy rail at ':~he 
time of the shooting. Rev. LEE said he saw Rev. YOUNG i 
running up the steps which were on the nortlh. end of the\motel 
leading up to the second floorp and he imm~diately started 
to where Dr. K:n:NG W$.S, following behind Rev. YOUNG. He i s:aid 
when he reached Dr. KING~ Dr. KING W$1S lying on the baleo:nY 
floor in a large pool of blood. He advised that he could 
tell that :Bl bullet had torn out~ section of the right side 
of Dr. KING vs face between the high cheek bone and the ': 
lower bone of the jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one 
of the police officers wlhlo had rushed to Dr. KING to ca 111 an 
ambulance and he said ?an a1111b1U1lance appei!!lred on the scene1 
shortly thereafter. 

Rev. LEE poillllted out that lh.e only heard one shot. and 
is of the positive opinion that tlhlis slhvoit c:mme from a hig.b'. 
powered rifle and defillllitely ll'D.Oil;8U.'ily type of a shotgun. ;H,e 
lildvised he did not see filnyone fleeing the a:relil around the 
motel who might have any connection with the· person who shot 
Dr. KING and stlBlted thrilt lBlt tlhle tiwn,e of the shooting he 9id not 
see anyone on the biBllcony of the mo,tel with Dr. KING. 

~ . ' 
! 

Rev. LEE contilm'illed by !a!dViSil!llg th1at the only in~ 
dividuals he can identify by name wlhlo'. were in the court y'~~d 
of the Lorraine Motel ~t the time of the s·lhlooting were Re;v. 
ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, :and Mr. SOLOMON\ . 
JONES. Rev. LEE straited tlm~il: tlhl<ere were other individuals\ 
at the motel at the time of the shooti~g but he c~nnot \ 
idelriltify them by in~me. Rev. lLEE st~ted th1at Rev. ABERNATHY 
was in Room 306 at the time of the slhl01oting :and was probably 
the first person to lalrrive 1mt Dr. KlING 9 s side after the \ 
shooting. Rew. LEE st~tced tlhuait wlhiielITl Ihle rairriv<ed :at the place 
where Dr. KING was lying, Dr. KING was unconscious but did, 
~ttempt to make some sounds which he could not understand.I 

, , I 

\ 
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Rev. LEE advised that Dr. KING w~s p~t in an ambulance, and 
Rev. ABERNATHY accomp~nied ~im t<OJ the h~spital. · 

Rev. LEE mdvised thuat Ihle h:a.s no idea who is ·1 

responsible for shooting Dr. KING and said he noticed '.n9thing 
lat the time of .the shooting whi«::)h miglhlt be of value t~ identify 
this individual. He reiterated tlhl~t he was not looking at 
Dr. KING at the time he was shot b1llt was looking in th1e area 
of the court yard aro1Und the Lorr~ine Motel. He state~ these 
are all of the facts that he ~~ll recall at the presentl

1 
time 

regarding the shooting of Dro KING and the events which happened 
immediately after the sho0>ting. 1 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 ' 
Date __ 4/'-9---'/'--6_8--'-! ---'------

1 
Rev o ANDREW Jo YOUNG, 1088 Veltre Circle, s .

1

w~, 
.Atlant!i., ,Georgia 9 ill.(l)me telepho!li<e 753-8320 9 business t~le­
p~one 522-1420 9 was interwiewed by nete~tiwe Ro Ro DA~I~, 
Homi~ide Bureau 9 · Memphis 9 Teimncessee 9 Police Department,· and 
SA EUGENE, G. DOUGLASS at the Mempllds Police Department! ~t 
lfR.ppr<OJxima':tely 11: 00 p eM O I 

1 Rev. YOUNG advised tm-it he is the ExecU:1tive ~~ce 
· President of the· Southern Christia.l!ll Leadership Confereln~e 
(SCLC). He stated that o~ April 4 9 1988 9 at approximat~ly 
6:08 P 0 Mo· he was at the Lorr!fll.illle Motelp. 406 Mulberry, Memphis,_ 

. I ,. 
I 

. i He advise~ that Dr. 1MIARTIN LffHER KING, JR. ,j 
occupied Room 308 of this motel 9 and Rev. YOUNG occupied 
Room_209. 1 He stated that at ~pproximately 6:08 P.Mo, April 4, 

.· 1968 9 they were preparing to g0> t@ dintner with other m~~bers · 
of the SCLC st~ff. He advised th~t Dr. KING was standing on 
the secom;t floor \O>n the balic@l!llJ poriti(Q)tra ef tlme motel apd Rev. 
YOUNG w~s,down- in the court yard just below Dr. KING. i He 
advised that D~. KING c~me ~~t ont~ the bal©ony in front of 
Room 306 ef the motel ~nd ~!&lled d@W!B to Mir>, SOLOMON ~ONES,, · 
JRe 9 who was standing on the grou~d level ~nd advised, · 
Mw.. JONES to start tlme mot<Olr of the <e1u·. Rev. YOUNG stated 
that he overheard Mr.t JONES say to Dr. KING 9 "I think 1 iou 
need a coat" and then· Rev. YOUNG !i.dwised th1&t a staff me;mber . .. I 
drove up in a car on the d?'ivew~y of tllile unotel, and he [ t-urned' 
away to look at this individu~l. . · 

At this point be stated Ille lhle:ard a sound and I tihought 
it was.a firecracker but then lb.<e! Jl@oked up ~nd observed.Dr. 
KING lying on his back on t~e floor of the balcony of •opm 
306 e Rev. YO'ltJNG st8i.ted lh@ l!:'~llll ~pi the sit?ii~s to Dr.; KING; and 
observed· that Dro KING w~s seri(tl)usly .W(!Mllxndedo He then j looked 
across the street ~~d ebse~ved police offi~ers coming frbm 
the area where he thought t~~ shot m~y lh~we come from but 
stated he 'obserwed no en@ ~lse. ' 

,_ :Rev. YOUNG 1advised tlhlat tlm<ei police officers Jnen 
I ' ~alled for a Mempbis Fi?'e D®p~rtme~t ~mb~l~~©e ~~d he ~tated 
I 
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he helped cover Dr. KXN@ with~ bl~nk®t ~~d st~ted heiobserved 
that Dr. KING was·lcsi~g bl@@d rapidly. H® st~ted that at 
tlmi:s time, he clmeckied Dr. KING O is puls<el ~nd l!ll@ted it wa~ very 
stl"ong. He st~ ted tlbii~ w~rs ju:!:llt pri<O):tt." t~ the ~r:ri val Jot the 
ambula11M:ie,p but he llll.oiti©ed bl@@d coimiimg flt"cm the wound Ion the 
right side of Dr. KIN@ 0

~ ~e©k. I 

I 
. Rev o YOUN«!r st~tred thlllt whel!l\ he rref®rred to the area 

I . 
from which he 'thought th® sh@t bad ©ome 9 he w~s ~efer~i~g 
to~- l~rge clump of bu~b®s whi~b is-loe~ted en the west side 
of Mulberry' dire~tly @pposit~ fmm the are?£ where Dr. iKfNG's 
rcom was iccatted. He p@inted out tlmaMt thee mete]. is l~c.ted 
on tfme e~st side <r:»f JM1.llllb<er>ry. lli!e :stated lmei wmi.s standi1ng · 

• \ I • 

oim the grc~~d lewel bel@w Dr. KING talki~g to~- staff member, 
whose imal!lle lble could im~t lt"e@all 9 wlme!lll he blef£:rd the soun

1

d · which 
he. later determined 1!:<0> 'be ~ gu!fi\slhc1l:. He st~ted th.at he. wQuld 
not· haye been able t~ @bs~rwe ~ fl~sh from a g~n being\ fired 
o~ the west side of Mulb®rry ~s the ~wimming pool wall 
blocked his view fr~m th~t are~. I · 

He p(Q)inted out itlh\~t innun<edi:llrtely tafter seeing I I)r •. 
KING .f~ll he ra.n. upsilrnld.rrs to ~:ssist Dr. KING and then ~~oked 
a~.r~ss the street but did ~wt see ~nJ @~rs l®aving the[scene 
in a- hurry ~nd saw JIM:> ilrndividu[i.l:s wlh@ Ihle felt could hav~ been 
resp@nsible for the ~b@oting. 1 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 15, 1968 
I , . 

I , 
1 CEOLAR SHAVERS, 610 F Brownmall, Clayborn Ho~es, 

Me'mphis,1Tennessee 1 furnished the following informatibn: 

1 She ad.vised that she formerly was employed a~ a maid 
at the Lorraine Hotel and. Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and .that she was on duty on the 11:00 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m1. shift on April 3 and 4, 1968. 

, 
1 She also stated that sometime around 6:00 A,.m. on 

April 4, 1 1968~ pursuant to instructions from her emplloyer, , 
Mr. WALTER BAILEY~ owner; Lorraine Hotel and Motel, s/he was 
proceeding along the se,condl level of the motel on thei balcony 
in a southerly direction to clean two rooms, which had not been 
taken care of by the maid assigned to these rooms. It was 
not normally her l"esponsibility to clean these rooms, ~ut 
the other maid left work at about 5:30 p.m. without a:ttending 
to them.: . , · _ I . . . 

She stated she had not as yet passed Room 306, but 
estimated that she was in front of Room 304 proceedidg, in the 
direction of Room 306 when she heard what she thought was a shot. 
She stat6d the sound was very loud» and caused her t9 ~rop some 
sheets, ~hich she had ~een carrying, and that it frightened 
her quitF a bit. , I 

1 She stated that right after hearing the so~n~, she 
looked dbwn into the courtyard parking lot area, and 1saw many 
people tjeginning to assemble. She advised that she, th~n loo~ed, 
in, a northwesterly direction toward some buildings where she 
believed; the sound came from. She stated that _she djjd not see 
anyone, and definitely did not see anyone in the busijes on the 
west sid~ of Mulberry Street nor did she see anyone riubning away 
from the

1

se bushes. 

She also stated that she had been employed at the 
Lorraine

1 
for about six weeks, and during that time cannot 

recall seeing or hearing a~ything suspicious nor anything which 
she woull:1

1 
consider to be co!rllnected .with. the assassination of 

I , 
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DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING,. JR. 
I 

1 She further advised that after being s~art1!e4 by the lou<i 
noise, which sounded to her like a shot, she was very.

1

frightened 
and did not look at rrn,. KING. She did not see him get hit. 
She did look at him shortly thereafter, and saw him a.s · he fell 
to the ground. She remembers looking at his feet as lhe fell~ 

She stated she then quickly went down the 
the ground level, and recalls nothing else relating 
sound. 

,"'--. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date -~4 .... /~Ja'-...6...,8..,__ _____ _ 
I 
i 

I 

WALTER LANE BAILEY, owner, Lorraine Moteli and Hotel, 
406 Mulberry Street, Memphisf Tennessee, furnished ~~e followi'ng 
information: · , 

He has owned the Lorraine Motel and Hoteljsince 1945 
and Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had stayed there on appr9~imately 
twelve occasions since 1958. To the best of his kno~ledge, 
Dr. KING had never received any threats on his life\while staying 
at the hotel. To-.his knowledge, no one .... had been acti:ng in a 
suspicious manner~ -'such as asking questions about Dr. l{ING['s 
whereabouts, nor had he heard of · anyone walking or dr:i ving up 
Mulberry looking as if he were "casing" or "sizing up11 the 
-location during any of Dr. KING's \Tisi.ts. j ·· 

He stated he did not know Dr. ~ING very weil but "be- ' 
lieved he was acting very strangely on April· 4, 1968. He ·sai:t!l'i .that 
Dr. KING normally was very -busine.s~like in manner and ne'\Sr 11 joked 
around 11 but on 'that date at the motel he was very jovial and was 
'

1teasing and cutting upt1. He belie:ved this type of I b¢havior was 
out of-character with Dr. KING's past activities anq thought it 
st~~nge but could attach n6 meanirig or significance!tb it. 

• ' I 

Mr. BAILEY said he heard what he thought wa~ a shot 
at approximately 6:00 p.m., on Apr~l 4» 196a, while ;he was in 
the northern lower. section of his hotel. He could feel the 

entire hotel shake when the shot werit off. He ra,n outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING iying o:ri the balc.ony in· front of his· 
room, which was #306. He said confusion was all around the ·· 
hotel ad he could not recall any detaiis·after looking up at 
Dr. KING. , 

He said he had absolutely no informa;tion or thoughts· 
on the assassination of Dr. KING but woii·ld notify the FBI 
should he acquire any information of value. I 
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I 
Date 4/12/68 

OLIVIA HAYES 9 maid, Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that she was on 
duty ·at t_hat motel from 12:00 noon until 8:00 p.m., I ~p~il 3 and 
4, 1968. I 

She advised that she was .i "cleaning up" the rooms on 
April 3, 1968, and worked as a desk clerk on April ~, 1968 ~, 

She ~dvised that _she was not in a position to observe 
anyone· on Mulberry Street on April 3, 1968, since she: was 
cleaning up on the inside. She 'further advised that she could 
not observe Mulberry Street from her location behind the desk 

. :· I 
on· April 4, 1968, and did not see ~nyone on Mulberry ·when. she 
took her work breaks . · · 

' 
HAYES said that ro one made inquiries conc~r:ning Dr. 

KING to her and no one acted suspiciously on eitherldate, that 
she could recall. 

I 
She stated she could rec~ll nothing relating to the 

assassination of Dr. KING and could furnish no information at 
all. 
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I' 

I 

I . 
Date -~1..__/;"':l...,,2'-'-/...,.6=8.__· ·-~~-

/ 
I 
I 

~RY ELLEN NORWOOD~ Desk Clerk and cook, ~o:rraine 
Motel and Hotel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tenn~s:see, 
furnished the following information: ! · 

. l . 

She worked from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.mi ,:. Apri.J,. ~:,- .. 
a,nd April 4,. 1968, at the Lorraine Hotel in the kit~h'.en · ,:,,' 
cooking food. She heard a shot around 6:00 p.m. on

1
.Afpril 4:,~ 

1968., and ran out of the kitchen, out the back door i o:n the · 
eastern side of the hotel j looked around, but saw n9tlhing 
and re-entered the hotel and ran out of the main entrance 
on the ea~t side of the hotel. She looked up and saw! Dr. 
KING lying on t.q.e balcony in front of room 306, butJart no 
time did she look in a westerly direction towards Sou~h Main 
Street. She said she has no other information concer:ning the 
assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and wouild 
immediately notify the FBI should she. recall or obt~i:n any 
further information. J 
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1 Date __ 4.,...../....,.1_2 ____ /_6-'-.8 ____ _ 

I 
EUNIS E. MILLER~ cook and waitress, Lorr~~n~ Motel a.nd 

Hotel., 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that 
she worked at the hotel from 7:00 a.m. until _3:30 p~m, .• on ···· 
April 3 and 4~ 1968~ She said she had absolutely no infor~ 
mation regarding the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUlHER KING,,· 

. JR~, as she worked inside the hotel both days and w~s not · · · 
outside at all during her working hours. · 

i 
She advised she would notify the FBI should' she 

remember or obtain any information regarding the as~assination. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
I 

Date __ A_p_r_:i_l--,-1_0_,_1_9_6_8 __ '--

·Mlr. GUY WARREN CANIPE~ JR., 1078 Brower Road 9 

Memphis 9 Tennessee, telephone n~mber 324-0344 9 owner of 
Canipe Amusement Company 9 424 South Main Street, M~mphis, 
Tenne~wee, telephone n~mber 525-0439 9 furnished the. following · 
information to Lt$ J. Do HAMBY 9 Homicide Bureau, Memphis 

• I ' Police Department 9 and Special Ageint FMNKLIN L. J0
1

H~SON:. 
I 

He has been in bu~ine~~ in the South Main! $treat 
area for the past twenty year~. His store had beeni closed 
and unattended most of the day 1 April 4j 1968, he having 
been.with Mr. EDWIN BODENHEIMER, 180 Clark Place 1 M~mphis, 
one of his competitors and a close friend 1 during the day~ 
He had left his store around 9:00 or 9:30 A.Mo and d:iJd not 
return until after 5:00 PoMo 

1 

Soon after he returned 9 two Negro males cdtme into 
his store and started looking at phonograph records 

1

1 Oil some. 
shelves on the south side of the store near the front door~· 
He had been playing records on a 91 jukebox 11 located toward· the 
front of the store. He did not hear a shot or noise which ,.,, 
he thought might be a shot anytime around 6:00 P.Mo I One of 
the Neg:ro men was overheard by him subsequently to s,ay that 
he, the customer, did hear a shot. · 

' i' 
Someti~e around 6~00 PoM. (although he has 1 no way 

of fixing. the time) 9 he heard a vvthudvv in the vicini~y of 
the front door of hi~ store. He looked up to observe a 
bundle lying in front of the door to his store. He _pointed 
out that the front door of his store is offset or located in 
a recess off the.siidewalkD Almost simultaneously as;tie looked 
up after hearing this vvu1m1d ~ 01 he saw a white man walki!ng 
south on the sidewalk in front of his store. 1 

I 
I. 

After hesitating.m«::»mentarily, MrQ CANIPE w~lked 
out onto the ~idewa.lkp looking in both directions·to:s~e 
what happened to the man who obviously had dropped this 
bundles As 11,e did this~ a white small car, possibly 1:a compact, 
pulled away from the curb on the east. side of Main Street 
at a point just south of his store. There was only one man 
in the car 9 namely the driver. · 1 
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·ithen Mr. CANIPE looked! no1l"ith Oll1 Mailtl Street .he . 

' Ii 

saw a Dep1!.llty Sheriff walking rapidly on the ~idewalk on the 
east side of Main 9 app:a~ca<CJlhling Mr. Ci.~NIPE 9 this Deput,Y having 
hi!Sl revolver drawn. M1r. CANlPEv conchuUng that som.ethi~g: · · 
unu~ual had just o~curr~d 9 imrniediately ~teppied back,into, 
his ~tore.. This Deputy proceed~d sco\\llth on the ~id8·Walk past 
hisi :sito:ire 9 not stopping. A short time later after other' 
off ice:ir~ had arrived~ ltm ~aw tihli.151 same Deputy · and ts,lked 
to him. Hie doeiS> not know his nai.me. 

After additional officer~ arrived 9 their ~ttention' 
was called to the bundle lying to the front of CANIPE'! s store~ 

As to the contents of the b1umdle or package whic,h 
he ob~erved, he pointed out that it appeared to be~ rather 
large pasteboard box about the size he would expect ·a sho.tgun 
or rifle to be shipped in. Tm~ top of this box was •ajar and 
he ob~~rved a portion of a g~n barrel. There was some type 
cloth over the top of this bundle, whicb cloth was green· in 
color and which impressed him a~ pos~ibly being a curtain of 
some kind. In obse ving this bundle he noticed thai the . 
pasteboard box.t-d, '·e word 0vB:rowning 99 on it~ ae also saw 
so111u~ type of suitca~ei or' b1~ief case underneath ·the ciloth~ 

I_.', , 

I 't •,:. ::!i 
/· 

' 

As to the parking situation in front of hi~ stor~~ 
Mr. CANIPE furnish~d the following information: '· ··.,, ·'r\'•'i 

In front of his store on the east side of M~in 
there are three parking spaces between a fire plug an~ a 
driveway south of his store. He usually is able to Jiark 'in 
one of these space~. Hower~e:ir 1 when h.e arrived at.. his store 
after 5:00 P.M. 9 April 4~ 1968 9 all three of these spaces 
were filled and he had to park his 1962 red ~tation f~gon at 
a point south of the abow~ mentioned driveway. He does not 
rieicall noticing the make and model of the three cars 1 parked. 
in thei~e ~paces 9 but he is ~e;:ll:"tain that there was a white 
~maller car~ po~sibly a Valiant or Comet 9 parked in the· 
parking space nearest his door (which will be referred to 
as parking spac~ numb~r on8). He do~~ not recall the ears 
parked in spaces two and three ~,uth of this white c~r; 

He i~ c~:r'hi,in in hi~ own :mi.nd that the white small 
~ar he saw pull away from the cu~b a~ he looked out of his 
doo:r 9 as cm tl ined above J was p~rked in either number : two . 
parking space or number three parking ~pacej but he does not 
know which of these spa~es this car wa~ parked in •. ije cannot 
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further describe the car that pulled away 9 but he heard one 
of the Negro male customers tell the Police that th~~ car 
that pulled away was a Mustang. He definitely knows the· 
car was white and was sure that the car was a smaller car, 

' ', ,I' possibly a compact carp rather than a full-si~!S average · 
American car. such as a ~tandard model Ford or Chevr~liet. 
He stated that it would be hi~ judgment that the car was 
at least a 1965 or later model. Hie did not observe I t 1he 
license plates at all o 1 • 

. I 
Based upon the period of time which elapsed' from 

the time he heard the "thud 09 near his front door until the 
time he walked out of hi~ front do@r and saw the white small 
car pulling ~way 9 coupled! with the fact that he did :n~t see 
a man proceeding south on the sidewalk as he looked s9uth, 
Mr& CANIPE feels that the man who had dropped or th~own the 
bundle in front of his store was the man driving the white 
small car away from the c11.l!rb, as ouxtliniedl above. Hel only 
knows that this man in the ~mall white car drove nor,th on 
Main past his front door. He does not know whether ~~e 
car turned off Main Street at the next block or whether it 
continued to proceed north on Main Street. He does not 
think that the car was traveling UD11.l!SUally.fast and he did 
not hear the tires 09screech9

' a!S the car l,.eft. 

As to a de!S3cription of the man who.dropped;t;he 
bundle and walked so1J.lltlhl on Main pa~t his store 1 Mr. CAINIPE 
stated that he only hiai.d the opportunity to view this I m1an · 
momentarily v ~eeing the brai.~k. of thi@l) man. He stated i h:e saw 
the man's back and the man°~ left side o_nly. ae stai;:ed he. 
did not see the man's face unlefS!ls pos1Siibly he got a ; 
fleeting glance at the left ~ide of the man~s face. 11.fr~ 
CANIPE furnished the following de~cription of this min: 

I 

Race: 
Sex~ 
Age~ 
Height: 

69 

White 
Male 1 

25 - 30j possibly dlder 
5' lOWQ = 6 9 . 

(at fi~~t placed heig~t at 
6 feet b~t on reflection 
istat~dl man might be:shorter 
and in no event could he 
be certain a~ to appr'.oxi-
m:ai.te lhleight) ! 

' ' : I 
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Weight: 

Build: 
Hair: 

Dress: 

: . I, 

I 

\ ' 

175 ~ 200 poiunds .\ 1 
• 

(at first estimate~ weight, 
I . 'I, 

at 170 - 185p ~ta~~ng ,if, 
man is a:.s tall as 1 6 f~et· 
then he might weigh as1 muc.h 
as 200 p as he gai~ed · . · 
impirefSi~ ion man Waf "chunky',!); 

9VCJb.1Lllllllkyr9 I ' · · 
Dark 1 cut normally I . : '. 
(dlefini tely barehe,-d'!ed), · . • 
Gained impress ion ,a..n wear i~g 
dark colored suit 

Over-all Impression: Very clean, neat in appe.arance, 
clean cut8 1 

• • · : • 
I 
I 

Mr 9 CANIPE advised that m:, one was in his :store at . 
·the time of the above related incidlent other than the two 

, . I 
Negro:malesp one-of whom haa been purchasing records from 
him in the past 9 the other imot being recalled as a f1ormer 
customer o He stated that he caJrmot recall any othev persons. 
in the immediate vicinity at the timell and the next 1.person 
he saw after see:J,ng the unknown man who dropped or t:h~ew 
down the bundle was the above mentioned Deputy Sheri:ff who 
was walking rapidly on the east side of Main Street ~qward 
CANIPE's store 9 having hi~ gun drawn, when Mr. CANIPE looked 
out the door a~ outlined above. He described this Deputy 
as a white maleg age twenty to thirtyg bareheadedp 5~1!0", 
165 pounds 1 wearing :a Sheriff's Office uniform and definitely 
having the Shelby Coulnlty ShtU".iff g~ Office insignia o,;i .his ;1.rm, 

I 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A_.._P~:r."_i~l_l_O~,..._l-'--'',9~6_8_· _ 
i 

. I 

I 

Mr o BERNELL FINLEY 9 1468 Kyle 9 Memphis 1 T
1
ennessee, 

home telephone number 275=6524 9 who st~te~ that he is an · 
offset pressman at the Cfururch of God in C!b1:1rist Publ1if$hing 
House 1 930 Mason Street 9 Memphi~ 9 Tennes~ee 1 teleph~~e 
:n:umber 526=1169 9 was interwiew~dl ial.t his home by Lt.' J. D~. 
HAMBY 1· Homicide :Sureau 9 Memplh.i~ P<0lice Departm.~nt 9 and 
Spe~ial Agent F~NKLIN L. JOHNSON. He fur~ished th~ 
following informati~n~ 1 

I 
He go-Q; off work at appro~imately 5:20 P.M~ ,

1 
• 

April 4 s 1968 9 and he and a fellow employee 9 JULIUS I G.RAHAM, 
drove in Mr. FINLEYws car 9 a 1964 white 1 four-door ~a~bler, . 
directly to Canipe A:m.u§:ement Company 9 424 South Main Stree1;,,­
where they wante.d to look over some cold! phonograph :i;-ecords~' · 
A~ they proceeded north on South Main Street to the\vicinity,, 
of this store, they observed that all of the parking spaces 
in the block in front of CANIPE'~ store IC>n the east :side.of 
Main were filled with automobile~. They continued ~Ofth on 
South Main to Huling Street 9 turning right and parking Mr. 
FINLEY 0 s car near a driveway under con~t:wu.ction in t'he first 
bl·@ck east of Main Street. They walked direc1;ly to :canipe 
Amusement Com.panye He estimated they arrived there aQout 
5~30 P.Me There were no customer~ in Canipe Amusement 
Company other than Mr. FINLEY and Mr. GRAHAM. The two of 

I , 

them proceeded to look at old records in shelves on i~e south 
side of the store near the front of the store. The owner, 
Mr. CANIPE~ was playing the vv j1!.llkebcox. vv 

1 

Sometime around 6:00 PoM. 9 Mro FINLEY heard a 
noise that ~ounded like a ~hot. He doe~ not know whether 
Mr. GRAHAM or Mr. CANIPE heard this noi~e 9 a~ they said 
nothing and he said nothingo He attached no particular , · 
significance to hearing this noise at the time 9 but qoµtinued 
to look at record~G Shortly thereafter and certainly within: 
a matter of ju~t a minut~ or ~o 9 h~ heard a second n~i~e near 
the front door of CANIPE's storee He 9 Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. 
CANIPE all immediately looked to the front dloor where!

1 
they 

saw a box or package or bundle lying immediately in frqnt 
of the door of thi~ store. As his atteirntion was attr 1acted ! ' 
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to this box Oll." package 9 he al~o ~aw a malll walking rapidly, 
south on the sidewalk on the east ~id~ of Mainj it :being 
obvious that this wa~ the person who had dropped or thrown 
the package in front of CANIPEis storej there being po one 
else around in that ar~a and the box or package not ~aving 
been there earlier. 1 

Mro FINLEY recalls that Mr. CANIPE walked1 up to 
. I I the door and Mr. FINLEY fellowed him. Mr. CANIPE opened 

the door and started outside but imm.~diately backed1 qp and 

~a~~~,;G:!n~a~~
9 P!~:r~;s1~~~e ~;::d~!t!f~u:~:r:~:t:~:e~~d 

FINLEY saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewalk 
south on Main 9 with his gun drawn 1 this Deputy not ~topping 
but continuing south on Main il1'll. the same direction in whiQh · 
the above mentioned unknown man had walked. A few minutes 
thereafter he saw thi~ same Deputy in front of CANIPE's stor.e 
with h.is gun.still drawn looking up as though he were· trying­
to observe the upper storie~ o~ the buildings in th~ vicinit/y~, 
A number of other officer~ arr1ved immediately thereafter,· \ 
all of them being on foot. · 

Just about the time that Mrq CANIPE started out . 
of the front door of the isitore 9 Mr. FINLEY heard th~ "s~reeoJi" 
of tires and looked up to see a white Mustang speedilng north·::-• 
on Main past CANIPE's ~tore. · 

I' ·,; ! : 

Mr. FINLEY explained! that there was a car parked 
in front of CANIPE w s stor(S and threrefore he did not 1g~t a . 
full view of the car which had ~ped away 9 but he did'. see 
the rear portion of the roofline 9 a~ well as ths trunk of 
the speeding carp and there i~ no q~estion in his miµ4 that 
this was a white car a~d there has been ~o question in his 
mind but what th~ car wa~ a Mu~tang. 

At the tim~ thi~ car sped away 9 Mr. FINLEY s,ta,ted 
that he dlid not as~ociate the ~peeding white Mu~tang 

I 
w,ith 

the man who had droppe~ the bo~ or package, but after µe 
learned what had o~curreidl and afte:r' reflecting on the matter, 
he is now of the opinion that the man who dropped the package 
a~d walked south on the ~idewalk past CANIPE's store\was 
probably the man who got i~to the white Mustang and ~ped away 
from the area 9 going north on Main. A~ nearly as he !

1
can · 

recall the sequence of the events 9 this white Mustang ~ped 
away from the curb moment~ before the Deputy Sheriff 1walked 
south past CANIPE~~ store. 

;. •,.,, .''· .•-i:' 

·,J : . 

. ·' 
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As to the car~ in the parking spa~es in lront.of 
and to the south of CANIPE 0

~ store on the east sid~ of Main, 
Mr. FINLEY advised that th~ car in the first position (that · 
is 9 .the car in front of CANIPE 0 si ~tore) wa~ there "ihen he 
first arrived at CANIPE 0

~ store and wa~ there when he 
eventually left the area. He ~tated that after he 1h~d been . . I I. 

questioned by Police and left CANIPE 0 ~ store~ there· were 
no other vehicles immediately· behind the car in fro'nt of 
CANIPE 1 s store. H~ stated he was not in position to tell 
whether the speeding white Mu~tang p~lled away from1 ~ parking 
space immediately behind the car whic·h remained parked in 
front of CANIPE 9 s store 9 or whether possibly it pulled away 
from a parking space fmher sou.th of this point. i 

• • I 

Mr. FINLEY stated that he simply did not oijserve 
whether thare was one or more occupant~ in the speedfng 
Mustang 9 and he did not ob~erwa th~ license plates o~ this 
Mustang. He stated that the Mustang was one of the I s.tandard, 
varietie~ and not the tgFa~tbackg' variety of Mustang~ · 

. I 

I Mr. FINLEY ~tated that the fir~t per~on he saw 
in the area after his attention was first attracted;by the 
dropping of the box was th6 above men1tiorned Deputy Sh1eriff 
with a revolver in hiis hand 9 and he knowfS of no one lo:ther· 
than himself 9 Mr. CANIPEp and Mr. GRAHAM who saw the man 
in question and who saw the white Mustang speed away from 
the area, going north oll'll Maiirn. i 

. . I 
As to the box or package dropped o~ throw~ down 

by the unknown man 9 Mr. FINLEY statad that he observed a 
pasteboard box about 4 feet~ 6 or 8 inches x 3 'or 4 inches, 
having a tag of som.e kind on it 9 the top to this box being 
partially off to the point where h~ could see from dne foot 
to 18 inches of the barrel of a gun. Eventually he lo~served 
that this gun was a rifle with a scope on it. There was 
some type of .luggage 9 approximately 2 feet x l½ feet\ x 6 or 
8 inchesv larger than an attache oase 9 and some typei. of 
cloth folded over both of these item~. 

Mr. FINLEY ~tated that after the above mentioned 
armed Deputy Sheriff walked pa~t CANIPEw~ store and ~fter 
some other officers had arrived and were in front ofl CANIPE's 
store 9 Ml". CANIPE m1Dtioned to th~ officers from inside 
CANIPE's store 9 attracting the attention of one of them and 
pointing out the item~ left in front of the ~tore ana 
explaining to them what had o~~@~r~d. ' 
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I 
As to a de~©~iption of the unkllllown man whp dropped 

or threw down the pa©kage 9 Mr. FINLEY pointed out that he 
saw this man only momentarily 9 the man not takil!llg o~er one 
or two steps while still in Mr. FINLEY 9 s view. He· stated 
that he 91only gQt a glimp~e of tlhle man 9 °0 l!llot fej8eing1 his 
face e~cept enough of the left side of the man 9 s fa~e to 
tell that he was a white man. He furnished the fol~owing 
description of this ma:n: · 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Build: 
Hair: 

Dress: 

-...... 

White 
Male 

1 
• , 

Sim.ply not in a position to 
judge other th~n t~ ~tate 
that man was not a~ old ~an 
(based upon the ma~n.er in 
which he walked). 

5 ° 8 10 to 5' 10°1 (Mr. I FiJNLEY 
at first placed th• height 
at 5'6~0 to 5°8°9

9 s~ating 
that his final estimate 
was a little better than 
a gue~s). I . 
Around 160 pounds ~stating 
that hi~ estimate as to 
weight would vary depending 
on the man°s heigh-t:1, that 
the man w~s not ski!n~y and 
not fat but had an aver~ge 
biuild)o 
Average 

1 
. 

Simply c~nnot recal 1l observing 
area of man's head;! does not 
recall whether wearing hat.; 
does. not recall observing hair, 

· Wearing dlark sVJJi t 1 ·· · ' · 
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FEIJERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'rlON: 

1 Date __ A_,,_P_r_i_l_l_O_,_p _1_9_6_8-'---_ 

M~o JULIUS Lo GRAHAM 9 Ap~rtm~~t 5 9 804 North 
Fifth Street 9 Memphi~ 9 T~nrn~~~~~ 9 t~l~phon~ ntllmber,527=3817, 
employed a~ g~neral a~~ii§iltalTI\t ID1.t th~ C!hi1lJlr~h ,of God\ in 
Cnri~t Publi~hing Hoiill~~ 9 ~30 Ma~©~ Stre~t 9 M~mphis, Te~ne~see 9 

telephone ntllmb~.l' 526=1116\\9>~ fiilll"ID.i~h~tdl thie f©illDlwing, information 
to Lt. J. Do HAMBY, Homi©i~~ Biill~~a@ 9 Memplhli~ Police Department, 
and Sp~cial Age!ffit FRANKLIN Le JO!lINSON~ 

He ac~o~pmnie~ ~ir'. BERNELL FINLEY fr@m their 
place of employment to Cairdpe A101\titfSlem~IDrt Company, 424 South 
Main Street p Memphi~ 9 wh~l!"<e th®y ar:ie i wied abo1l.!l t 5 ~ 30 Po M q 

mi April 4, 1968. He rac~ll~ that as they :apprcach\ed the 
~tor~ 9 proceeding north on M101in Sb~eiet 9 tlbi.efr:'~ werte 1irno parking 
spa:'U~te~ on tlhi~ ea~t ~i.cdle oif Main in thlfli blo~k ill'll. fro'nt r.i,f 
thi~ ~tore~ Hie all@© ire~all~ that [al,~ tlhlrey we1~e lorokiing fo1~ 
a parking [>llpac~ theire defini t<eJly w~:it"e two wlhi te cars· in 
the pall:"kin.g ~pa©e~ in froimt of a1!1lcdl to the sicmtlhl of Canipe 
AmiillfSlement Comp:a:ny. Th® ~ec:ond of th~~~ two wlhit<e cars, or 
the one slightly ~outh of the CANIPE ~tor~ wa~ defi~itely a 
whi t<e Mustang. He believ~:si th~ oth®r white car~ the one in 
front of CANIPEw ~ ~tore t wa~ prlO)b:a.bly a white Rambler. He 
cannot remember a third car b~ing pa~k~d behi@d the' Mustang. 
The Mustang he saw as they appro~©hed the ~to~e l©o~ing for· 
a parking pla~e was the o~dinary warieiy ®f Mu~tang

1
rather 

than the late model 9°Fa~tba@k 00 w:ai.:itiety. Ha d.id. not notice 
the lic~n~e plate~ on thi~ Mu~tang. 

Mr~ GRAMM ewe~tually p~rked Mr. GRAHAMgs,car 
on Huling Stre~t, ea~t @f Main Stre~t. Mr. GRAHAM and Mr. 
FINLEY thereafte~ walk~d to CANIPE 0 ~ ~t~re an~ ~tarted 
looking at phon~graph rec~~~~ in ~h~lve~ ~nth~ so~th wall 
of thi~ ~tor~ near the f~ofilt of the ~tor~G M~s GRAHAM did 
niot hear a :iih©t or any other llllnllll~ual n.oi~e wlblil~ look;ing at 
recot"d~ until he h~ardl tlhle n©i~~ C~lJ,Jl&ill~d by a ll'l'll:Bi.llll d!ropping a 
pa~kage on the is fr.l!ewalk imM@<ell:.Lately in fr@nt of tlhte 'front 
diOOll" of CANIPER~ ~to:t'e. H~ ~tatecd!9 ltllow~w~r, that he saw 
the man who dropped thi~ p~ck~g® b®fore he heard the noisea 
He happened to be looking towa1rd tlhlie f1"0>nt d.ooJt" 9 his attention 
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hawing pos~ibly been attra~ted by the foot~tep~ <Of a running 
man. He i~ not ~Ulre b@t h~ beliewe~ he h~ard the fo0tsteps 
· of a mrull.n rul!llning and th~r~fore look(i'jld tra,ward the front door. 
Almo~t rsium.l!l tanteously as he loc0ke«:ll up and saw a .mani carrying 
a large package of ~ome kind 9 this man~ who was wal~ing 
~outh on the ~idewgjl,lk imm.iadiateily in froilllt of CANIPE'' s 
storet ~tapped to th~ l~ft and dropped the bundle ih the 
rece~s in front of CANIPE~~ ~tore and ~ontinued ~outh on· 
Main Street. Mr. GRAHAM ~tatedl that in his opinion:this 
man was running rather than walking fa~t. 

Mr. GRAHAM adlwis<ed that the attention of both 
Mr. CANIPE and Mr. FINLEY was attracted by what had occurred 
when the man dropped the pa~k~gep and all three of them 
started looking toward the front of the ~tore :and a~ the 
items which had been dropp~d" Mr. CANIPE ~tarted out of the 
front door~ and a~ he recall~ 9 °1 leanerdl 09 out of the front door; 
looking in eith~r dlire©tion 9 following which Mr. CANIPE came 
back in the store a:nd made :s:ome riemark ab<elll.it some tr'ouble 
out~ide. Immediately after thi~ :a Depu.ty Sheriff wa:iked 
~outh on the east side of Main, immedi~tely in front'. of 
CANIPEffs store, this Deputy p~~~ing the store and not stopping, 
He saw no other person~ in the vicinity until some additional· 
officers arrived on footo Mr~ GRAHAM lat~r s:aw the same 
Deputy Sheriff who had walked pa:sit th~ stoire in the ~I?ea in 
front of the stoll:"~ 9 still with his guum drawn. Evel!ltua:lly 
Mr. CANIPE was able to g~t the att~ntion of one of the 
officers cut~ide and point~d out the item~ in front of the 
store a~d th~ cir©um~tances ~urrounding the pr~sence·of these 
items. Mr. GRAHAM observed a pa~t of a gun barrel i~side a 
large pasteboard box a_)J]_d also olb~erv~d what appeared:to him 
to be ~ome type of green matting or ©loth w~ich appeared to 
be wrapped around the box ©ont~ining the gun. 

Prior to th~ tim~ th~ armed Deputy firGt ran south 
past C&N'.IPE' s doorway 9 Ml" o Gili:\.HAM hrs:a:o."d tire~ u0:screec1h n and 
observed a white Mustang to ~peed north O)j]_ Main. The1 other 
white car 1 which Mr. GRAHAM believed to b~ a white Rambler, 
which had originally been parked ill]_ front of CANIPE 9 s, store, 
was still parked there at thi~ time 9 and therefoTe his view 
of thie car ~peed.in.g away was parti@.lly obfi,i~ured; :however, 
Mr. GRAHAM is positive that the ca:r which ~ped away was a 
white Mustang and there is no q~e~tion in hi~ mind but what 
it was the same Mus:tang he had :seen earli~r when he and 
Mr. FINLEY arrived! in tlhle viciID1ity of CANIPEg~ store, 1 as 
outlined above. He ~tat~d he did not ob~erve whether 1 there 
was one or more p~opl~ in this ~pe~ding Mu~tang. ' 
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I 
A~ to a defl!ll~ripti©ll.1 of the man :s~en by Mr

1
., GRAHAM 

carrying a package and lat~r dl~opping thi~ package 9 1 running 
south on Main 9 Mr. GRAHAM p@intedl ouit that he saw this 
per~on primarily from this personfs left side and saw him 
only momentarily 9 but h~ believe~ h~ might recogniz~ him 
if he sees him again. He fuirni~hed the following description 
of that per~on: I 

Race: 
Se;g: 
Age: 

· · Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 

Hair.: 

Dress: 

General Appearance: 

77 

White , 
Male I 
25 - 30 I 
5 9 7' OV _, 5 W 890 I 

Abo1l.11t 165 pi0unds 1 

Average (Mr. GRAHAM heard 
Mr. CANIPE tell the Police. 
that he thought the man had 
a wwchunky~ 0 build, bu1t 
Mr. GRAHAM got the I d'efinite 
impression of a man •ho was 
neither thin nor fat: but 
who wa~ average in1build). 
Dark (either black1or dark 
browin ~ normally cu~). 
Dark clothing (eit~er a dark 
~uit or a dark.dress~type 
jacket and slacks; \no hat; 
did not notice shi~t or tieft 
Neat a~d clean in Jppearance, 
created imprees ion 

1

of a 
salesma~ or businessman. 

! ' I 
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Date _4_/_]._2_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. E~W!H OOD~lNi1Ht~IMIR, 180 Cl~.irk Pl$~e, '. 
Memp.lb1is, Telfilliil®~S®e j t<.elieplhl@lill® lfi\1lllll!lilber 275=9844, whcoi '. 
~t~ted that h~ @peir~te~ ~llri@lby Ml!.l!S®m®liilt C@mJP)~liilY, . 
975 James 9 Memphi~, Tel!llllllte:Sl~ee 9 w~~ ill'ilt®irw:itewe~ at 1 

C~nip<ei Amtll$®1Meir»:t1: C@mJP)li.llilJ', 424 S@l\lltllri M1iitm. St.ir®tet · by 
Li"emtellll~rmt J ~- D. lBIAM!BY ~ H@mi©:lt(d\® lB\lll.'ir'®$l\ll 1 MiemJP)llllis 
.Police l)eplQl.ritmellllt ~ al!lld ~}}. J'lRBKLIN Lo J'OJBffl'~OlNo He 
furim,istied tlllle f@ll@wiimg ilmf@rEti@ll'il: 

Oim April 4, ],~68 9 !hi® ~p®mrft: ~ g@@d JP>~lrt (O)f '. 
th<e d.!'al.y with Mr" G G W. CANl!:PE, ®._ c~l!fmpistit@.ir illlln\~ per~lOl!ll~l 
fX"izeimd, a1md h<e (ME'. OODDHEXDR) 'wt£~ IIil©Yit. ~t tlllle Caim~p;e 
Am~emel!llt C@mp~lllly ~t ~ll'ilJ tim@ @llll the ~fterim@@IIil @r·eveni~g 

- @f Apil"il 4, 1968. 

He ~tat<ed tlhl~t ~~ ~llil ai<dl iim lm®1lJP)iliilg Mr .• CANtn:PE 
t@ estimate what time Mr. CJ},N1IiPE lr'®t1uurim@<dl t@ C~riipe 1 · 
Amusell!letmt ·. C@mp~imy (Q)llll tlhle $.f t®irllil@@l!il @f · April 4, 1968 p1

1 

he rec:alled t!il~t it.w~~ 5:~0 )P)&llimo \ll!Yllncellll Mro CANIPE '. 
te].ephloned. Mir. OODEDEIDRP sami.d J.lll(tj) W@l\lllid e~rtt:imta1.te tllat 

. Mr •. CANIPE -~@\\lld hlmve @im:!l.y b®<eJlll ~t CANIPE'~ pJl.$C®t •Of1 .. 
bu!Slilllle~s 31 few milllluters l!!lt thifal tiim<eio lMX" ~ OODENHJU:ME

1

R 
. !al ta ted he C<O!Uld f Ullrl!ll:iish. Im@ ill11f@.lr))lmail. ti@im whi©lh\ would b~ 
· @f &1.Si$istm1.n~e :i.lfil. the illilv@:st:fi.g~:tti@llll @f the 1SJ1hl@©ting of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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NO.; 2 ENGINE HOUSE 9 

MEMPHIB FIRE DEPARTME'.NT 9 

47 4 SOUTH MAIN STREET,. 
MEMPHISp TENNESSEE . 

(ThiiSJ secti@n pertiain~ to interviews . 

I 

I 

. with firemen st~tio~ad ~t this h@~e and with 1 

police officers ~~d ~heriffff~ deputies who were! 
on duty at or near this fir@ h@u:flle ~s ·a result of 
Dro·MARTIN LUTHER KXNGp JRo, being at the.L0rra~ne 
Motel located in the im.medi~te vicinity ~f this, 
e ng.i ne houssi ., ) I 

. I 
I 

.1 

! 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4~/-,-16-'-'-.,__/6-"-8~----
1 

I 

I· 

Lt. JUDSON EUGENE GHORMLEY~ Deputy Sheri:f;f', 
Shelby County She:lr'iff 0

~ Offic:<e 9 a white male 9 age 10, 
resiiding at 4124 Roinunie Avenue~ t!Ellephone ~86-6034 ~ turnished 
the followi:ng illlf ormation ~ i 

I 
I 

On April 4 9 1968 t he was assigned to Tactical 
U:nit 10 p which con~isted of thrieie vehicles and twel\vf:! officers a 

. both Deputy Sheriffs and Memphi~ Police Officers. ~Qe · 
Deputy Sheriffs,in addition to GHORMLEY assigned to: Tactical 
Unit 10 we1~e W. J. BERRY ii R & N ~ BAKER~ W 0 A e DU F0~; V ~ Ve 
DOLLAHITE 9 and R. W~ MALEY~ Memphis Police Officer~ assigned 
to Tactical Unit 10 were Officers DOUGLASS!) GROSS 9 DQNN, 
LANDERS 9 WRIGHT and MORRIS. I 

I 

At about 6~00 PM on April 4 9 1968~ Tactical Untt 10 
had ~topped at the Mem.phi~ Fi:!L"e De:partment Engine Hou,se 
located at Main and Butler 9 about~ block southwest\of the 
Lo:ir.raine Motel, and it.he uirait was illll that location w~eµ a 
Negro male deterctive rall'll into the fire station and ~tated 
that Doctor KING had been shot. Upon hearing this~ :the 
members of Tactical Unit 10 ~ in<eluding GHORMLEY ran !east 
on Butler to Mulber.ry and north on Mulberry toward t!h~ . 
Iiorraine Motel. While eJJ'll. route p . GHORMLEY observed a'. number 
of Megr,o male~ a1rnd femaleis; IS!tandiXllg · on the balcony q,f the 
motel pointill1g towards a buildiirn.g we~t ·of the inotel v\ the 
ft"ont of which was located oJm S. MaiJm Street. 

1 

GHORMLEY s;aw Officer DU FOUR rull1ning up th~ stairs 
of the Lorraiirn.e Motel toward th~ balcony where Doctor 'KING ~s 

I , 

body was lyiJmg. DU FOUR was followed clo~ely by Officer 
BAKER. DU FOUR 3.ltlld BAKER~ in that order D would have I l:)een the 
f irs t officers to :ire ach ·KING. i 

GHORMLEY also $aw Office~ LANDERS scale 
the west side of Mulberry Street and ente~ a back 
which he later dete:irmiltlled to have been behi:nd the 
known as 418i 422½ a:nd 424 S. Main Street. 
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I 

Ya]fd,, 
buildings 
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S®eillll.g th~ p~opl~ Ollll th~ balcolllly pOilllltillllg tow:a~d 
tlh\ie t»uildillllg Ollll lMaillll Str(eieit 9 . Offi(C<eJF' GlH!ORMLE'f stopped and 
r~tra~®@ hi~ ~t~p~ aroullll.~ th~ fir~ ~tatiollll :allll~ r:allll. 1 nowth 
Oirl\ !Mlail!D. St:Jf®®t. As h.® app:iro:a~lhle«il t!t!l@J buil(1l!i!rng :at 124 S. 
Maillll~ lh\~ llll.oti~e~ a ~uitca~~ 9 blu~ illll color~ a ~ifl$ box~ which 
~a~ prurtly op~llll allll~ ~hat app~~~~~ to b® a blallllk~t lyillllg in 
th~ doo~~ay at 424 s. Maillll.. He ~oul~ s~~ th~ barrel of a 
F'ifle illll th~ rifl~ box. At thi~ tim~, a ~hit® male whose name 
he later dete:lr'Millll~~ ~a~ Mlr'. CANIPE, camm@J to the door of 424 
S. Maillll allll.d advi~~~ him that~ wlhlit~ mal@ 9 who CAN~Pi de~-. 
icrib~d a:€11 tall, a littl~ 01rn th~ h!Blavy ~i.de 9 w<e:ariltllg a dark colored 
po~~ibly bla~k ~1U1it 9 a s;bJ .. Jrt a@<dl ti~ 9 havi!nlg d:a:ffk rcoloit°sd 
hai~ poo~ibly bla~k 9 mom~rnt~ b~fo'.lr'~ had depo~ited these 
a:!fti~l~~ il!ll th~ doo~way al!ll~ had th~ffil ~Ullll south ol!ll ~ailtll Street. 

U~illllg hi~ walki~-talki~ ll."a~io, GHOHJll~EY advised 
hi~ di!5lpat(ClhJ.e'.lr' of the inf Ol!."llirnti Olli.\ p,rovi<dl®d by Mil". CANIPE., 
H~ also g'U.Bl'.!r'd~«ll th® aJrti<el~s lyillllg il!ll the «i«'.>OX'Way so no 
Oilll<e wo11.d<dl dlistu:Jt"b theim. Upcom talkimig furthiell." to Mr1• CANIPE 11 
he liearim®Jd f:irom CANIPE tha:it ~ho,rtly afte:ri th® whi te1 male who 
left th~ abov~ d~~Cll."ibed a~ti~le~ iim CAN!PEv~ doorw~y 9 had 
lr'Ul!ll. ~outlht oim Maillll St:if'e~t ~ tlhlat CANIPE had! llll.Otiie~d a: white 
Must~img automobil@ d~iv~ pa~t that lo~atioim at a high rate 
of speed lhl~aded imo:lr'tlht o@ Main. At thi~ time 9 Office~ GHORMLEY 
agai!m used hi~ ra~io to advis~ his ~i~patche~ of t~is 
il!llf ormaticm. 

The llll.~xt officier to a~~iw~ at GHORMLEYff~ location 
was Offic@~ DOUGLASS, who ~~ov~ th~ ~tatiollll wagollll. a~signed to 
Tacti~al Ullllit 10 f~om it~ lo~~tion at the fi~~ ~tation to 
a looatiol!ll dir~ctly iffil f1t"oimt of 424 S. Maillll wher~ Office~ 
DOUGLASS doubl~ pa~ked tlht~ ~tation wagoim am aid~d ~n guarding 
thte eviidl~llll.ce left by th~ above ©i@~(C1t"ib@idl whittEJ m.alce •· 

The llll~Xt offi~~~ at thi~ locatiollll wa~ D~puty 
Sheriff Vo Ve DOLLAHITE, wlhto app~oa~hed th~ locatiori f~om 
the l!ilOFth ol\'ll Maillll St:ir®@t :ll!.ft@lr lhl:avillllg app:alf@mrtt;ly circled the 
blo~ke About thi~ tim~~ Offi~e~~ f~om the Me~phi~ Ho~icide 
Squ.a<.dl awl"ivedl at tlhllfJI ~te~l!il@ :aim~ it;IQlok ~lhta:wg~. GHORMLFJY 
~~timat~d th~ total time l~p~~dl f~om th~ tim® h~ hea~d that 

I 
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KING lhlatdl beielt». shot 11.rnrt il h® <dli~(COW(ellf'~d tlht® ~ui tea~~ 9 gun and 
bla11l!.ket, 111t1:as :no mo:!t"e th~im 2 or 3 m.ill'llutewi. <GHORMLEY .does not 
~~~all .~e~ill'ilg a ~hit~ Mu~tang palr'k~<dl aloimg tlbte area of s. 
Maiim~ ~hich lbt~ ~ovelr'~d du~iimg th~ tme imm®diatelf following 
the silbtootiimg ~ .iillieii tlh~:if' dloo~ he r@<eall l§l~®ill'ilg :lll.lllY011l!.EJ Jr'unning 
~outh 0111!. Maill'll Street ill'll t~i~ ~ame a~e~. I 

Du:if'ilDlg the ii:m<Ciidl~!!ilit <dl®~<e:i!:'ib@d abovei, Gr!H!ORMLEY was 
«:Bress;~<d i11l!. a kbaki (Colo:w16'd licmg ~l<ei®Y® $lh\irt beari!.rmg the 
insiigmda of thiei Sheilby Coumdty Sh~:!f'iff 0si J.Depa:i!"tment v a:nd dark 
gl!.°~ell'il uniform trou~er~. He ~a~ l.lll.Ot wearilDlg a hat lor helmet. 
GHORMLEY lr'eJCCal,ls that Offi«!ell.~ LAlIDERS~ wlhom. h~ ~a'\llil rsilcaling . 
itlhle wall acros~ f1!."om. tlh® Lolfraillil~ Motel 9 was; dres~ed in 
th@ usual Memp?.i~ Polirce Depa:ifitm.eJJ1111t Ufil\ifolt"m (COlllSislt~ng of a 
blue shiJ?:>t and tlr"OUSEl:ll"Si. Off ic@:r LAN'JDEB,S Wa&\il not rearing a 
lhlat or helmet. GHORMJLEY 1reiccall~ that tlb.®irei were 2

1 
~egro males 

il.lll Ca!l'!lipe &~ •·Amu1S1(tl)mlfll!ll\t Ce!l1\telt" at ith® tim~ lhle was talking to 
CANIPE. He tlmi!rnk~ th~se p~:it"SlO!ll\ may al~o lhlave se~l!ll! the above 
dl~sicrib~d white male deipo~i it th@ gutll'll 9 ~ui t'l!ase v an'd · blanket 
in CANIPE ~s doo:wwa.y and may also havie ~eiiel!l!. the. whi~e Mustang 
speedi!ll\g l.lll.Oll"ith o!ll\ S. Mai!l'!l St:we~t in front of CANIP~'s store. 
He does not kn.o'llll' the iraameis of itlhl®fSJ® Negll"oe~. ; 

i 
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I , 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date -----'~--'-/_]._3-'o--/----'~-8 ___ _ 

On 

~tr@lm~llll VEDON VEUA~D 00:LJLAHJTE, P~tfol 
Divisi@n 9 Slhl®lby ·c@~llllty Slmeriff 0~ ~ffi~® 9 re~idellll.~e 
3330 DllWl!ll. Dri W(t!) 9 Ap~rtmm@mrt 1~ 9 lm@mm® t@Jl.ceplln@l!ll.@ 
358=80679 M<em~lhli~p T®lllll!ll.~~~®®9 w~~ illllt®rwi®W<e~ by 
Lieutelllls.t.nt Wo ~o iSCJWJLTZ 9 H@mmi~:ii.d® Blll!lr'®$1lll 9 M@mm]P)l'mi~ 
P~li~e Dep~rtmellllt, ~llll.d SA FRJJNllXN JL 0 JOlBilN/~~N, ~t 1 which 
time lhle re~el!ll.~~ted h\is mm@v@m@imt~ @!Dl. tJlne· l!ll.fit<erllll.@@n 1 wf 
April 4i, 1968p $J.ft@:tr lhlce Jl~~rnieid tlhlimt Dr., MAJRTXN LvrHER 
KING hfld beellll slbl@t ~t the wrr~il!ll.® M@t<el. He fwr1rllished 
the f@llowillllg inf@rmm~ti@llll: 1 

Ollll. Thursd~y 9 April 4 9 1968 1 line w~~ as$igllll.~d 
to T~ctic~l Ullll.it N@. 10 9 ~®llll~istillll.g @f 12 mellll. 9 hi~f of 
wh~m were Deputy Sheriff~ and h~lf @f wh@mm were pclice 
@fficers 9 which ullllit w~~ l@~~ted· $t th® fill:'® st~ti@~ at 
Main and Butler ar@1ll!.md 6:~0 Pomo 9 whellll he learlliled ,th~t 
Dr. KING h~d be~llll ~h@to 

Ar@Ullild 6:00 Pollfillog he ~lllld @th@l!." @ffi©ers w~re 
illilside the fire ~t1ii.ti(Q)llll when he b.EJiiJJ.Jridl rsJ@mm®@l!llie yell thti.t 
Dr. KING had ble~ltil rsh@t o H@ imiiedi~t®ly ll."®.1!11. @ut @f: the 
dtOl@l" on the llll.O>rth isid® @f the fir~ ~t~ti@llll 9 them. lt"'aim 
east t©w~rd the L@rrfii.iime MCO>tel 9 j11.llmJPJi1Illg @Y<er ~ fence, 
and thellll dr@pping d@wllil ~b@ut ~ lO=f@@t ©®llil~rete re~aining 
w~ll which runs $l@llilg th® W®~t ~ide @f M~lberry st,eeto 

. He .them. l!:'lBl.!Ih t© the dl!:'iW®W~Y ©l!ll Mulb®:!l."l";f S:treet 9 which 
le~ds illllt® the L©rr~illil® M@t®lgt@ .~ p@illilt b®l!ll~~th the 
b:alc@imy wherce Dro KlNGV~ b@dy W!fil~ lyillilJo lBI®' stated that 
he h@ard iiJJ.llil lll!.llll.kim@wllil Negri@ mm~l® ~t tlhlie ~©<eim<ei s:ai.y, vnThe 
dirty m===== f ===== p@li@<El ~lhl@t lblil.Ml 0 iu 

A~ he r~im illilt@ th® dJrivew~y 9 he dr@pp®d his 
firearm ~~d had t@ ~t@p mm@m~imt~rily a@d pi@k up the 
f ilt"®~lt")]!llp Ch®ckilllg it briefly 9 aimd tlhl<eim C@llll.tiimllliillll.g • .' After 
g@iimg t@ th® ~©~llil@ im@$r wlln~~® th®. b@~y wa~ lyi~g a~d 
d®t®rimi:iimilmg tlhuat @th\®lt" @f f i©®ll"~ W®.lr® ~@llll.v@rgil!llg @llil '. tbe 
~re8I!. 9 ill® imm.edi~ t® ly i.f~llil out @f th~ duri veway 9 l!."l!lnning 
north @im Mulberrw Str®9t t@ Hulillilg ~imd we~t @llil Huling 
Street t(!) M~illil Stre@t 9 tlhlellil SJ@1ll!.tl'rn @KA !M!~:in Str<eet. Amlil he 

I 
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• 

ran out of tlhl.e drivew:!!lJ llll.t tlhve L®E'Jt"!iilnls M@t®l 9 h~ 1wa:s 
joined by an.officer lnl~miedl !M!ALEY 9 who riull aJLong wi.t1h him 
t@ a drivew~y @n the W©l!.lltlbl. ~ide @f JB!uliimg Street bertween 
Mulberry au11d siouth lM!aifil\ Street~. Officer MALEY st~pped 
~ t that p@iimt to COlb~e.!t°ve 9 ia!.llild OOLLAlHIITR kept l"lllimning 
t@ward Main. · 

Up(I)n rerachiliilg Mra:in Str<eet aulld turimiimg scu,th 
on Main Street 1 he saw no pedefS!tl"iflllnl trreiffic whatever. 
He contin111ed running s@uth on lMlriin fitreet 11:1ntil he ~ame 
to Jim's Grill 9 a restiauriaint iat 418 :South Main Stre;et. 
The do@r was strand.iirng @peiraa He stepped iimsider, l~oked . 
arol!llnd briefly P seeing c11Iistomer~. ~itting a1round eat!ing 
and dri!B.ki.ll'lg 9 and he ainxi110>Ullll«:i<eid t(O) all pre:ai<eint th!!ll.t :no one 
should leave that rest!il.lll.l"!\\imt u.imtil thee :police had:arrived 
aDd apprl!)ved their le1J.viimg .. thei premilSles. He then I 
pulled the do@r to th<e lr883!tal!U"aimt Shlllit lal!Mi ~@lllltin~e:d 
running s@uth @n Main St~eet. : 

. I 
As he c~me ~~t @f Jimws Grill a~d started 

runirning sou th again 9 he @b:served rs@me i tenras lying i 1:n the 
doorway t@ Canipe Amu~e!llmel!i\t Cgmpiany at 424 Soiuth Mraii111. 
At the time 9 he had n@ ide~ ~~ t~ the sigllllificance of 
these iteDGJ lying in that ~@0>rw~y. He did not etc~ but 
kept running south on M~il!ll JPiBLfSlt Cami.ipe 9s, g©ing a I distance 
of some 20 t@ 30 feet bef@re ~topping. His purpose in 
running past Canipe's w~~ i~ order t~ l@@k ~a~t are~nd 
the corner of the buildillllg i~ which Canipev~ is l?~ated 
to see if he could @b~erve any@~® r~~niirng @r a~y other 

I I 
suispicie:»u:s iactiv.ity 9 OOLLAHITE :statiln\g that at this time 
hep of e~ursep did n@t kirn@w the poi~t fr@m ~hich ~~e gun 
bad bee~ fired .resulti~g i~ the killi~~ Gf Dr. KING. 

. t:i> I 
I 

Upon runmi.iirng 210l or 30 fe@t sc»uth of Can~pie's, 
he observed that the~e w~~ n@ ~r~~ ~t that l@cstion where 

• I 

anyone could ru~ or c@~ce~l himself 9 thsre beill'lg ~ome 
large @utdo@r 1m1ig!ils (!!/.!Ill<d. Iii fern.ce l@c~teid just s@uth of 
C!!!.nipe's. In addit:i@lll, he @bserv®(dl @thier @fficers .running 
n@rth on Maino~ the e~~t ~id@ of tb® ~idew~lkD cp~i~g 
from tbel dire~ti@~ @f th~ fi~e ~t~ti®~~ s@ that tpese 
@fficer~ w@uld h~ve b®e~ i~ ~ p@~iti@mi. t@ ~e~ ~ny~~e 
running ~r ~mly @th~r ~~~pi~i@u~ ~©tiwity i!Dl the g~~eral 
are~ in which OOLUHXTE w~~ p~@©~@di~g. H~ thsn tu~ned 
around iand w~lked mi.@ir>tlbJ. @mi. th~ ®$.~it ~i<dlie @f M~iim ltlt» tbe 
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vi~inity @f th® d@@.lt"W~Y t@ C~@ip@ Amw~@~®~t C@m~~ny. 
Ab@~t this tim® @th®~ @ffi©~r~ ~~~iw~d @nth~ ~ce~e 
~~d t@@k up~ p@~iti@n~.lt"@M~d th® it~M lyi~g i@ ~ront 
@f th~ d@~rW$J t~ C~@ip® Am~~~M~@t C@mp~ny. P~t~@lman 
DOLLAHITE th~~ w~lk~d W®~t ~~r@~~ M~i@ ~treet i~ front 
~f C$nip® Amu~eme~t C@~~~ny ~~d ~t~ti@m®d hi~~elf1 
n~~r ~ blue C~m~r@ p~rk®d @m the w~~t ~i~e @f M~in 
opp©~ite Canipe Amu~em®~t C@mp~~,. ' 

Patrolm~n OO!UHITE advi~ed that he i~ p~sitive 
that ~fter he ~rrived @n Mai~ St~@etg ~nd until the officers 
h~d given their riPJPll"OVl&l, !IM» JP)lf:l.lt"fSl@llll left tlhle iariea

1 

Qn foot. 
He ie equ~lly po:si tiv,s th?Jl't ltll.@ veh.i.cls ~ped ?a.w:ay from the 
&1reia ~:irOJund C!'a!.Rllipe AmUla:1Smetnlt C@mP,Slllllf ~fteir' Ihle ~rrived on 
P&lin Street. He st81.ted thumt the @fil\Jl.y ti.!l!l!le he WfalS: not in 
ill position to observe "the flictivity i!lll. th@ 400 bl@c~ of 
s~uth M~in ~fter h~ fir~t ~rrive~ th~re w~~ duri~g the 
time that he 1.S1teppied illllto Jim 0 ~ Grill. JH!ei sit~ted'9 however, 
that he wa~ illll thi~ grill ~~ly m@mellllt~rily ~nd he is 
certain in hi~ OWllll milllld th~t h~ was n@t in Jim 9s Grill 

long enough for alllly@l!lle t~ h~ve run fr~m ®ither ~f the 
exit:s t~ a ro~md.ng h@use a1t 422½ S@uth Main al!'ll.d thereafter 
runt@ ~n a~t~mobile and le~we th~ sc~n® without his 
h~ving seen such ~ctivity. 

1 

With regard t@ th® @w~er @f C$rnipe Amusement 
c~mpany 9 a white m~n 9 ~~d two cust@me~~ inside Ca~ipe 
Amu~ement Comp~~y 9 tw@ Neg~o m~le~ 9 he ~t~t®d th$t he saw all 
three @f these per~@~~ ~~d w~~ with~ gr@up ~f @fticers who 
were talking to the~e i~dividu~l~. H® st~ted 9 however, 
that$~ he r~n ~o~th @n JPMlin bef©~e le~ving Canips 
Amusement Company 9 he did ~@t se® th~ white m~le, Mr. 
CANXPEp step @Ut @nt@ th® ~id®W~lk. He ~tated th~t since 
he wa~ al@ne ~~d @~® @f th~ fir~t @ffi~~~~ t@ ~~rive in 
this ~rea 9 hi~ e~~~~ti~l p@.lt"p@~~ w~~ fir~t t~ attempt to 
~b~erve ~~d l@~ate ~~J ~~~pici@u~ p®~~@llll w~o mighi be 
attempti~g t@ l~~ve the ~rea 9 ~nd ~e~~~dly~ wh~reyer he 
saw ~ny pe@ple i~ bu~illll®~~ h@u~®~ @r @th®ni~e 9 h$ 
instructed the~ t@ rem~i~ wh®~@ they W®r® ~@ that:officers 
later checking th® llUI:'®$ W@l!Jlld h~-v® 13m a}]Ppl@ll"t1uumity I to; 
interview ieviery@!llle wlh@ W~ilSJ :iirn the all.:!I"tetm ~i!::ll ~@@im a~ p"'5s~ ib le . 

Patr@lmIDJ.llll JOOL]LjHXT.I f!l<thri~~d tlht~.rt fBlfteJr (\)tiler 
@ffic®r~ had ~rrived i~ fr@rnt @f C~llllip~ A!lll1lllll~em®nt 1 Company, 
a~d ~fter he had l8~ll"llll®d dllllrillllg th® ©@@we~~$ti@n that 
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@~® @r m@re @ft~® thlr'e® p®~~@ffil~ iMid® C~llllip® Amti~emel!llt 
C@lllillJP)!ll!lly .wep@!"t~dl ltil®fl:l.Wil!llg tlb.\® iO~«'Jl1lll®~li@g 00 @f ti1ries la~ 8 
white Mu~t~ng ~p®d ~w~y fr@m th® !l~®~ 9 b® @lool~~we~ what 
lb.\® regard®d t@ be ~kid m~~k~ ~t ~ p@iffilt ~JP)pr@xim~~~ly 
©l!ll® c~r l~llllgth ~©1lllth @f th® d@©~W~J t© C!lffiliJP)® Am1lll~em~l!llt 
C@mp~l!lly. lllll JP)©i~tillllg ©1lllt th~ g®l!ll®.W~l ~~®~ Wh®re lie 
@bserw®d the~® skid m~~k~ 9 ~tr@lm~@ DOLlIAHXTE @b~erved 
th~t there 1$ ~P~~~ f@r thr~® ~1lllt@m@bil~~ t@ p~~kibetween 
the first drivew~y ~@uth @f C~nipe Am1lll~®mie@t C@mp>alllly 
{@@ the e~st ~ide @f ~~ilnl) ~~d ~ n@ p~~king z@~e ~r~~nd 
&t fire plug j U&!Slt t@ the lnl@Jrth of tlbl.i~ d:iri vcew~y. He 
~tated th~t he w@uld e~tim~t@ th~t th@ ~kid m®~k~ :which 
he ~b~erved w~re mad® by~~ a~t@m@bil~ p~~ked in th, 
~@~ter parki~g ~re~ 9 a~~umi~g @11 tfuur'®~ p~rkilnlg ~p$ces 
W\El.lr'{B filled ~t the timm(8. . 

IA~ t@ a1U1t@m@biJl®~ prarkied @IDJ. tlh\e e~~t ~ide of 
Main in tlhle area ilnl fr@~t ~f C~nipe Am~~@mment C@mpany at 
the time he ~rrived @ID! the ~ce~® 9 h® ~t~t~d he ~~~n~t 
lnl@W recall~ des~ripti@n @f the w@hi~le~ whi~h hejd~d 
~~e. H~wever, h~ d@~~ Jr®~~ll @b~~rvi~g ~b@l!Jlt ~ 1962 
red. ChevrC:»let ~tffll.ti@llll. IW~g@llll whi©h he bJ(BJ],iieve~ wa:s ; parked 
in the fir~t :sp~c~ ~@@th wf tlb.\e ~b@v~-oo~llll.ti@ned d~iveway. 
H~ ~dvised that hew~~ ~lw@ ~lllld.~r t~® imp~e~~i@llll ~~ had 
~een thi~ ~t~ti@~ w~g@n ~t ~llll@t~e~ p@illll.tj~~t llll@~th ~f 
thi~ driv@way ~lllld p@~~ibly th@ @Wllll@r h~d m@wed th~ car 
l~t~r @n durirng the eve!lllillllg. H~ ~t~t®d th~t there was an 
~ut@m@bile parked dire~tly irn fE@IDlt @f C~nipe Am\kll~ement 
C@mparny 9 b~t n@ ~ut@m@bile p~rked illll the ~p~c® iuediately 
behind the ©:JU." illll fr@llllt @f Callllip® Am\kll~®mre@t C@mpa!Qly•. · 
It wra.s in this blaimk ~pat©® 9 @r th® II!\ll!illin11ber tw@ p@~ :ii. t i!O>lIA 

~©uth ~f C~llilipe Amu~~M®llllt C@mp~llllj9 th~t b® ~~w wh~t he 
th@uglb.t to b@ 1§1kid m~rk:ai $\lllldl whi©lh\ lilPP~ili-1!."<ed t@ lm~'i('e been 
made~~~ c~r pull®d ~w~y fr@~ th~t p@~iti@n g@illllg n©rth 
O>llil JM~iim St:ir~~t. 

Patroilmia!.lnl OOLUJBDITE (!ldVi~®d tlhll!al.t lh\ce hii.d ! his 
fiE'®~rm in hi~ h~lllld ~t ~11 tim@~ wh@@ !hie w~s in t~e 400 
bl©~k @f M~illll ~tr@®t9 @lllld if th® witllll®~~®~ i1lll C~llllipe 
Am~~<em®Jmt C@mp~1llly 1!."®JPl©l"t@d ~@ei~g ~ D®puty l"W@II!ling S©!J.llth 
@llll M~illll c~rl"yirng ~ fil"®~l"!lill9 th~llll Ulllld@!J.llbt@dly the~~ 
IWi tllli®~~®~ were l"®f®E'l"ing t@ him 9 P~tJ!:>@],m~1lll DOILJLAHJCfE o 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date _4_/_li_5_/_6_8 _____ _ 

TOJRREJNJCE lNf o LANDERS 9 Patwolmami ~ Memphi~ Police 
Departmiu!•1mt 9 furimi~hed time followwi!!llg i@fo!r'matiolIT! ~ 

Oim th@ a.ft@ir!!lloo:n of Apwi 1 4 9 · 1968 9 h.~ wa.s a 
meimb~r of Mobile Ta~ti~al Uni it Tei!!ll wlhlicb «!on~i~ted of 3 
vehicleiso Sho:rt>tly p:ll'.'ior to 6;00 PM,, th~unit @topped at the 
f ill°e §)tation. lo<e:at~d in th~ 400 block of S. Main S.tl!:"eet 
at E. Butl~r Avei11:u.J1e. Doctor MAR''.rl!NT !LUTHER :KilNflG 21 J'R 0 w was 
stayi!!llg at th~ Lo:irrairn~ Motel at the tim~P and the; ~otel was 
locat~d :approximately mi~ block f:r>om the fire ~tation. 
At approximately 5~50 PM on Api"il 4 9 h~ hisa:ir.d a snal!."p sound 
which res;embled a f irea:it"m b~imig di~.chal"ged, howev<e:i!." 9 no 
olrn.e eilsie paid aimy attentio1!ll to t.he rnoi~e am:ll he paid no 
further atte:ntion to it 9 how~veJl" 9 a few mom.entsi la:ter someone 
in the fire ~tation announ~ed that Docto~ KING had been shot. 
He immediately left the fi:lr'e ~t:ation by the door on the 
northwe~t co~n~r~ l°an along ~id~ the station to a retaining 
wall il!!. back of t.hei station whi~h is also Mulberry Avenue. 
He and another offi~er jumped down onto Mulberry Street 

. I 

and ral!!. to the LorraiJme Motel wh~re a group of Negroes 
were gathered on th® wal~ ben~a.th the bal~ony. There was 
a great deal of turmoil 9 al!'lld h® a~ked oil'Jle of the men 
present~ f~om what directiollll the ~hot was fired. !This individ­
ual pointed to th@ ~ecolllld floor wi1iullow,s of a roomil!'Jlg house 
on S. Main St:ir~eil; aiild! ~aid~ ij

0from ov~r there. v, 1 

Offi~e:ir' FLANDERS imm@diat~ly l~ft thei motel on 
foot~ r~m aclt"o~s Mulbe:rry Sititei~t ~ all]d l~aping on an 
empty 55 gallon. drum which 'llli'a.~ orn the ~idewalk~ h~ boosted 
himself up onto the top of a r~tail!lli@g wall. He then searched 
the ground in ba«:;k ·of' the lt'oom:i@g hou5ie fol" footp~ints, 
however 9 he foul!lld none with the ~xception of 2 footprints 
nea:r' a cella:lt' door" It had! lt"aiIDi.11:~dl th~ pl°~viou~ d~y and 
the gn:>ound wa~ ~oft and a~y footprint~ would hav~ been easily 
noted. J'usit a few mimllt<e5l la.tel" 9 h~ ~a.51 join~idl i:n the search 
by a dleputy ~h~l"iff 9 · ~ho wa~ w~a1ri!!llg a light cololj'ed helmet.• 
LANllERS stated that he 9 him~elf 9 had no hat a!llld he was wearing 
a.· light_ blu~ shirt 9 no ti~ 9 . ~nd dark blue trou~~lf."~. 
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Th~ g:it"o\lllliMi lev~l p:!r'~mi~~~ i!lll. thie area w :r-~ immediately · 
~earcb@;ld 9 howeve:ir, nothi!!ilg wa~ r~v@aled o:ir .!lll.oted 1onnected . . ·. · . · 
to thi~ il!!lve~tiga.tiollll. .l!lle also adlvi~~d that il\'ll a matter of . ·. · 
a few min~t~s the al!."ea wa~ ~~~~mi~g ~ith offi~ers w~o sealed · 
off th~ area ill'il a effo:irt to appr~h@l!ll~ th® individia:1 re_sponsi.;. 
bile for ~hooting Do<etoll" KING~ Me :lfei telt"a'tted that h~ is · · · 
positive if alll!yone ha«il beeim acl"o~~ the s,tweet from the ' 
Lorrailllle -Motel in the al!:"ea behillild the l!."ooming hcu,ej in the . 
400 block of So Mail!ll. Street 9 he would bave been a l,e to 
observe the indivi~ual~ footp:ll?illllt~, however 11 noime w~re note~,.,: 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Da~ Aplll 16, 1968 

. CHARLES ELVIN STONE 1 584 Orchard Drive 1 ~emphis, 
Tennessee, was interviewed at.the Number Two Engine:; ~ouse, 
Memphis Fire Department i ·47.4. South Main ·S.treet. S'FONE adv;J.sed 
that he is a member ·of the Memphis Fire Department ,I and has been 
in this employment for the past t.h.ree years. He s~ated that he was 
on duty at the Firehouse on April 4t 1968) and ·was la witness 
to the shooting of DR. MAR'rIN LUTHER KING. He stated that at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date, he was in th~ rear locker 
room of the Fire Department, and was looking out tne· back 
window across the street to the motel where DR. KI~G was staying. 
He advised that DR. KING was standing on the balcony outside 
.of his hotel room~ and was t.a.lking to another indi~i~ual below 
the balcony. STONE stated that there was another man standing to 
the right of DR. KING, and a number of other individuals located 
in the courtya1•d directly below the hotel room of DR •. KING~ 

STONE stated that as KING was talking to the indi v:idual 
below him, a shot rang out; and DR. KING fell ove.r backwards. 
STONE stated that he was stunned. for a few seconds. and after 
reatizing what had happened, ran inside to the cen-te;r of the 
firehouse, and told both the other firemen and thelpolice 
officers that were in the firehouse at that time t a

1
t DR. KING 

had been shot. At first the officers thought that Sri'ONE was ,.. 
joking~ but one of the other firemen came rushing n saying,.?t.lle 
same thing. At that instance» all of the police officers . 
rushed out of the firehouse in an attempt to cut off the area 
in which the shooting occurred. STONE stated that lat approximately 
ten seconds later~ he went out the side door of the Fire Department, 
and pl'oceeded towards Mulberry Street, the street qn.: which 
DR. I{ING&s motel was located, STONE stated there 'fas n1ass 
confusion at the hotel as people were running to see what had 
happened, and the only ones he sa.w on the street a11 

that time 
were the police officers who were converging on th area. STONE 
stated that he did not notice any white man in the area . 
immediately after the shooting nor did he notice aqy individual 
wearing a white hood. STONE stated. that after a f~w; luinutes, 
he walked to the front of the Firehouse, but stated that he did 
not observe an.v white Mustang on Front Street or i!i'li

1 
'.that vicinity. 
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STONE also advised that he did not notice~ Mustang of 
that type near the Firehouse at any time during tha day. 

STONE stated that with him in the locker loom:at the­
time of the shooting were Lieutenant LOENNEKE and Fireman KING_1 
both members of the Fire Department, and a Negro po:J,ice · , · 
officer, Officer:RICHMOND. STONE stated that all of these 
individuals were,'.watching the-;hotel · room at the tim~ -DR~ KING 
was shot, and all saw the actual shooting. STONE staJted that 
from the sound of the shot, he thought it came from I t1he parking 
lot located north of the Fire 'Department, but that it! could 
have been slightly further north. I · 

STONE advised that he was unable to furni 11 any positive 
information concerning the individual who fired the s 1hot killing 
DR. KINGo 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mr. GEORGE. Wo LOENNEKE, 1390 Smythe, Mem. his, 
Tennessee~ was interviewed at the Memphis .Police Dep~rtment 1 
and furnished the following information: · · 

LOENNEKE ... sta.ted. that he is a Ld.eutena.nt t the 
Memphis Fire Departme~t, and is regularly assigned to Fire 
Station Number 2, loc,ted at·474 South Main Street. He advised 
that he was on duty at thi~ location on April 4, 1~68o LOENNEKE 
stated that at approximately 6:00 p.m. on that date he was 
standing, looking thr~ugh a peephole in a newspape~, which 
had been placed over the window o~ the rear door o the fire 
·station, He stated tha.t he was in the locker room a.t the 
rear of the station, and with him was a Negro police officer, 
Officer RICHMOND, and :another fireman named. WILLIA KING., 

LOENNEKE went on to state that as he approached his . 
locker, which was to the right of the window, Off_ider RICHMOND 
called him and said, 10DR. KING is fixing to leave hi1s ·· hotel 
room." LOENNEKE stated that he then asked Officer-RICHMOND to 
let him look at KING, as LOENNEKE had not seen DR. ~ING fo11 
approximately two years. While LOENNEKE was looking through the 
peephole of the wi.ndow 1 he :saw DR.. KING standing an~ leaning 
against the rail, looking down to the parking lot, f~Ying 
something to another Negro male. Individuals by the name of 
BABY JESUS and Reverend BEVEL were standing to the rxtreme right 
of DR. KING. LOENNEKE stated that as DR. KING turn~d slowly to 
his left to say something to the individual below was when the 
shot was fired~- LOENNEKE advised. that it appeared to him as 
though DR. KING was looking at :something or someone I- that fired 
the shot. LOENNEKE im.mediai.tely turned to Police Ofri:cer RICHMOND 

1 
and stated, "DR. KING has been shot." He stated that Officer 
RICHMOND went in a s.tate of shock at the sound of tI1 

is news, 
and did not take any i.mm,ediate action. 

LOENNEKE sti:i.ted that he then ran through he apparatus 
floor, telling oth~r police officers that DR. KING ad been shot. 
He then went through the l u nc:tt:1•00.m of the engine *ouse telling 
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