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ADMINISTRATIVE

On April 19, 1968, the Washington Field Office
initiated a check of files of the Passport Office, Uni ted
States Department of State, concerning JAMES EARL RAY,
and nothing identifiable with RAY was located, A further

check is underway at the Washington Natiomal Record
at Suitland, ﬁ%rylamd, in retired passport files.. -

Center

In @gd@f to cover the possibility that supject
he

RAY may have recently been issued a passport and t
record thereof had not been received in Washington,
EDWARD STOKEN, Passport Office, sent a teletype mes
to all passport agencies. The Passport Office in E
Honolulu was checked telephomically with negative r
On April 19, 1968, Mr. ROBERT D. JOHNSON, Acting DRir

MrO
age

sults.
ector,

Passport Office, telephonically advised SA KENNETH HASER

that all passport agencies had teletyped Washington
their records are negative concerming RAY,

that

Mr. JOHNSON further advised that he had issued

instructions whereby the Duty Officer of the Passpor

mafle to all passport agencies to refer immediageély
nearest FBI effice any information concerning RAY
intended travel.

Office was alerted concermning RAY and imstmucti@nsJ ere

B
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The g®r1©d of this report precedes the 1ﬁ5t period date
of the last report, as this report contzins investigation which

for reasons of brevity were not included im the lasF
report.

- 'Leads for other offices continue to be se
by more expeditious means  than by report, and it wou
serve no purp@se to list Su@h leads in this report

It s @uld be m©t@d that im th@ imterviews= !
with persons who were at Jim's Grill, 418 South Maimn
Street, on the night of 4/4/68 at ab@ut the time of the
murd@rﬂ they r p@rt seeing a white Mustang parked almost
in front of Jim's Grill. The owner of this Mustang has
not been located and has not voluntarily come forth,
it is not bellzved that thig Mustang is p@rtin@nt o this
investigation’ and should not be confused with the - ustang
that was parked just south of Camnipe Amusement Company,
424 South Main|Street, in which car it is believed |the
subject fled from the scene. The crime scene diagram
on page 4 of r#f@r@m@@d Memphis report indicates the
positions, or what is believed to be the approximate
positions, of the two white Mustangs as mentiomed above.

INFORMANTS

All offices have been requested to maintain
contact in this matter with crimimal, security, and
racial inf@rmamtS,

The . emphis @ffi@@ has maintaln@d @@ntact with.
informants, none of whom have been able to furnish any
positive information regarding. the subject or his
whereabouts.

LEAD
MEMPHI S
AT MEMPHIS, TENN,

will continue efforts to locate the subjéct.

@l&
COVER PAGE
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UNITED S’TES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE;.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.~ Copy to:

Reportof: SA JOE C, HESTER Office: Memphis
Date: Aprii 30, 1968 _

Field Office File No.: ME 44”1987 Bureau File No.: 44-=38861

Title: JAMES EARL RAY; |-
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

Character:  CIVIL RIGHTS = CONSPIRACY; |
UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT - ROBBERY

Synopsiss  Photographs of subject RAY exhibited to persomns at rooming
house, 422% Soutﬁ MHain Street, Memphis; to persons at
Rebel Motel, Memphis, and to clerk at Oliver Rexall Drug
Store, Whitehaven, Tennessee, without effecting a positive
identification.,  Salesman at York Arms, Memphis, who|
sold binoculars @ndicat@d he could not positively idlntify
1968 photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as binoculax purch@ser

but believes thak photograph is identical with purchaser.

Additional interviews with occupants of Lorraine Motel

set out, imcludikg interviews with Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS

and Mrs. LUCRETIA B, WARD, who describe activities immediately

prior to murder.| Persons who were at Jim's Grill, 418

South Main Street, Memphis, on 4/4/68 interviewed. iInfor-

mation regarding emergency room treatment of victim KING

set forth. Information regarding Alabama driver's license

and automobile régistmati@n in the name of ERIC STARVO

GALT set forth. | Former manageyr, Continental Damce Studio,

New Orleans, Louisiana, located and umable to recall|that

subject attended this school in New Orleans. Lab@ral@ry

findings set forth regarding evidence located at Memphis,

Latent fingerprimts found om the Remingtom Model 760 | rifle,

on the telescopic sight, om the binoculars, on the newspaper,

on the aft@rnsha&@ lotion bottle, and on the S@hlitzlbeer

can have all b@@p identiflied with the fingerprints @$ the

subject. HARRY SERO, former jaillmate at Missouri State

Penitentiary, idt@rvi@W@d. Additional persons who resided

Economy Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmimgiam,

located and imt@#viewed? with negative results. M@mphis

City Engineer measured distance from where shot fired to

where victim strh@k as 207 feet. IN VIEW OF THE CRIME FOR

WHICH SUBJECT BEING SOUGHET, HE SHOULD BE CONSX - ARN

AND DANGEROUS, | - :

| P

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is I d to
its|contents are not to be distributed vitside your agency.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Photogi

and 1966, and of

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date __APTil 25, 1968

April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STE

~aphs of JAMES_EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
the bedspread recovered at Nemphis gn

HENS,

Apartment 6B, 422% South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.
STEPHENS said thé 1955 and 1960 photographs of RAY were not

familiar to him,
of RAY appearing

in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April 19, 19

Identificatien Ord@r 4182 dated April 2@ 1968, 1@@k

the man he saw in Apartment SB on April 4
Mps, BESSIE BREWER. STEPHENS said he only saw the ma

8, and
d like

but he advised the 1966 profile ph@§@graph

1988 talkimg to

n's

profile in the boarding house and as a result could gnly say

the profile phot

the above mentioned man in Room. BB,

bgraph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like

STEPHENS said he had never seem the b@d@pr@ad or
any similar b@dspr@ad either at ‘the rooming house or

@1@@0

a@ywh@re

5.

on __4/24/68

SA STEPHEN M,
.by

Memphis, Temnessee File # __ Memp

DARL INGTON: jap
Date dictated

his 44-1987

4/25/68

_This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property o

your agency; it and its contents

are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Date April 25, 1968

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis,
Tennessee, April hy 1968, were shown to Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B, 4223 South Main Street, Memphis,
Tennessee., He adEised none of the men in the photographs

were familiar to him and that he would not be able to}
identify the man he saw running down the hall en April 4,
1968, in the late afternoon after hearing the noise which he
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face with
his arm as he ran| down the hall,

6

on _4/24/68 at ¥emphis, Tennessee File # Memphig 44-1987

SA STEPHEN M. DARL TON: Jj
by i R ING ' Jap Date dictated 4/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI angd is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES'.\GATION
i

1 April 25, 1968

Date

y

Photographs ‘of JAMES EARL RAY taken 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at'Memphis, April 4,
- 1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Room No. |2,
422% South Main Street , Memphis, Tennessee. She said | she
had looked at the| bedspread on April 4, 1968, -when it was
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police,
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in the photographs
shown her were fa@iliar to her. She further advised that
she did not beliei@ she would recognize the man using |the

name JOHN WILLARD if he were to “"walk up and say helle to
me right now.* 'Sle said she did not look at the man
called WILLARD *"'sguarely in the face” and as a result, does
not think she will be able to identify him.

7

April 24, 1968 | Memphis, Tennessee .. , Memphis 44-1987

by SA STEPHEN M, ﬂARLINGTON:jap Date dictated ﬁ/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of tHe FBI and is }oaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date Apll‘il 25, .1968

- and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee,
April 4, 1968, gere shown te Mr. BERTIE L. REEVES, Apartment 3,.

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 195E,- 1960,

422} South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. He advised none
- 0of the men in the ph@tographs were familiar to him and that .
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it.

On 4/?4/@8 at _ ’géﬁhhié% T§§né§§®@ File # Méﬁbhis 44-1987

SA_STEPHEN M. DAR INGTON'jap Dét'e dwtéte i 4/25/68

This document contams nexth ] ecommandahons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents ‘are not to be distributed outside your agency. T

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ___APTil 28, 1963_”

Mr. FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422} South Main
Street, Memphis, ‘Tennessee, advised he never saw the man
registered as JOHN WILLARD. at the boarding house.

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis o
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BREWER,and he adviseE none
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. e
also stated he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread
similar to it.. :

;

9

4/24/68; Lemphis, Tennessee File #

On at

Memphis 4449%;3 e

SA STEPHEN M, DARLINGTON:jap

by Date dictated ,*l 25/ ﬁ.@

. This document contains neither reclxommendanons nar conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the F‘BI and m lonned to
your agency; it and its contents arr not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date __APFiL‘ 25, 1968 _

Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 422% $outh

Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised ‘she never saw. the
‘man registered into Rcom 5B on: April 4, 1968 as she was
'sick in bed that| entire week. ‘

‘Photegraphs. of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at -Memphis n -
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. STEPHENS, and she advised
none of the men. in the ph@t@graph@ were . familiar to her. S8he
‘also stated she had néver seen the bedspwaad or:amy .| . ..
bedspr@ad @imilar to it beforse,

10

On _.4/24/88 - ,; | Memphis, Tennessee  File# Mempms 44«1987

by - SA S‘I‘EPKEN M. DARLINGTON Jap s . Date dlctated 4/29/63

. This dooument centaing ngithav reqpmmendauons nor conclusxons of the FBL, It.is tha property of the F‘BI and is loaned to
ym}z‘ gget&?’,'}t md itﬂ oamama are Dot to be distributed outside your agency. . i .
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JWB:ngm
1

: Various photographs of ERIC S. GALT were shown to
the following individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN Ww..
'BAUER and HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tennessee

BESSIE BREWER, 4223} South Mam Street;
FRANK BREWER, 422—1 South Main Street;
CHARLES STEPHENS 422% South Main Street
ANNA CHRISTINE KELLY Manager Rebel Motels
3466 Lamar Avenue°
HENR?ETTA HAGEMASTER Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel,
3466 Lamar Avenue, :

VICTOR DUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar

Ajenue,

‘SARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lama; Avenue'
SADIE MC KAY maid Rebel M@tel 3466 Lamar Avenue

The Jbove individuals stated that the photographs
shown to them of ERIC S GALT do not in any way look familiar
to then. '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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'PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL -
3466 LAMAR AVENUE
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date Apnil 23, 1968

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, was
shown various phptographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised
that none of these photographs looked familiar to hex.
She added that she still felt that she would be unable
to recognlze the| individual who registered at the motel

as ERIC S. GALT even if she had a face~to-face confrontation
with him.

13

On 4/22/68 _at Memphis, Tennessee File 4 Memphis 4471987.

by SA JOI'IN wo BAUER:t“jm Date dictated 4/22/68

This document contains neitther recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the proper!

18 n ty of the F'BI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. '
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JWB:cjs
1 S
Various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY werejshown toi
the following individuals on April 19,w1968 ‘by SA JOHN W '
BAUER at the Rebel Restaurant 3464 Lamar Avenue, Medphis, ‘
Tennessee Gl .

GEORGE | D. BUNNELL, @wn@r, ‘Rebel Restaurant :

METHEL | STACKS , waltr@ss, Rebel Restaurant .
JOYCE B. FOLLIS, waltressﬂ-Rebel Restaurant?"'

JUANITA WILSON, cook, Rebel Restaurant
L. V. CAMPBELL, cook, Rebel Restaurant i

The above individuals stated: the photographs shown |
to them of JAMES|EARL RAY are not in any way famlliar to them.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE

WHITEHAVEN, TENNESSEE
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

1 . ) Date 19/68

Mrs. PEGGY BROWN, 4810 Richland, was interviewed
at her place of employment, Oliver Rexall Drugstore, Highway
51 South, white Haven, Tennesseep at which time. she viewed
the photograph of ERIC STAKVO GALT wherein'GALT /is gepicted
with his eyes closed and shé furnlshed the,fOllPWLF information:

She st ated that thls photograph generaliy depicts
the individual who was in the druggdore oniApril 3, 2968, She
advised that the individualiin the stoxe was geneéraily
of the same age| as GALT, had the same color' ‘hair, and
similar type co plex1on.,zPhotograph of GAL? appearjd to

resemble the individual in the manner of build if a geperal way.
She advised that she is. dnable to say if th*s is #the fame

person who was hn the stgre, She could not say‘whe ther the
facial characteristics dépicted in the photograph are similar

to the man who made the purehase. S$he adv1sed she ioes not - .-
have a good recbllectlon of the pamSén,and.nay‘be able to e
identify this individual if she were to see him in person. i
She could not comment regardlng the eves, nosF, and other fac1a1
characteristics| depicted in the photograph asishe does not know .
if they are similar to the customer who purchased the Gillette
razor kit.

On _4/19/68  at Memphis, Tennessee File # __ME 44-1987

Date djctated - 4/19/68 _

This déocument contains neither/recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and ié loaped to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency

L
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YORK . ARMS COMPANY ~
162 SOUTH MALN STREET.
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
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.FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

pate __April 25, 1968

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER, 4844 Durbin |Street,
. Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at the York Arms Company, :
162 South Main étreet, Memphis, was shown a group of pictures
taken on different dates of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No.T405 942 G,.
Mr, CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken Marcg 28, 1955, =

that he could not eliminate this as being a picture |of the

individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell binoculars.

on April 4, 196|. He said that the purchaser of the binoculars

did not have any beard or mustache but his facial features

resembled .those‘ in the March 28, 1955, photograph of RAY.
- CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown

on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks more like the

binocular purchgser than any picture he has seen to |date.

CARPENTER mentioned that he does not recall a protruding left

ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his face, - He

said he could nqt positively identify this 1968 picture of

JAMES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binocular purchaser ., . -
. above mentioned, but he believes that it is. LT

18

On 4/22/68 at | Memphis, Tennessee File # _Memphis 44-1987

SA RALPH J, LIEWER:jap 4/25/68

by Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents|are not to be distributed outside your agency. '
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N

INVESTIGATION AT OR NEAR
THE LORRAINE MOTEL,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
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20

foit

oy i e oA s Eon e e
._411-4~mﬂ'ld,“" YT, o e, W i
<

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

they droveito”Jawh;

FBImmismamdm' R




LS 44-947
2 .

. next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed to be #5.

: About 9:30 a.m., April 3, 1968, Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS
and Rev. KING left Treasures Island Motel in Mrs., WARD's auto-

- mobile for the purpose of going to Memphis, TenneS%eey to parti=
~cipate in the scheduled April 5, 1968, march. Mrs. WARD left
-some' of her clothing in kitchenette #4 at the Treaﬁures.lsland
Motel as she planned to return to the motel after the march for

further vacationing. Mrs. DAVIS does not believe that the owners =
.. of the motel, the HASTINGS, knew at the time Mrs. DAVIS and her - .

. .compzanions left the motel that they were going to Memphis, but- . '»'f
the HASTINGS did know that Mrs. WARD planned to.return in- & few = -

- days to the motel. - S T

.Mrs, DAVIS later learned that when Mrs. WARD, because . .
. of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, decided nqt;t@ further .~
“yacation in Florida and had flown to Panama City on April 6, . .
T 1968, to-@btainAthe remainder of her clothing, that Mr. and
* . ‘Mrs. HASTINGS had expressed some displeasure to Mys. WARD
- about having as guests Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.D.
"WILLIAMS KINGJ Mrs . DAVIS believed the HASTINGS originally _
came from Birﬁingham and recalled that Rev, A.D, WILLIAMS KING. .~
used to pastor a church there, o LT
Mrs., DAVIS and Mrs. WARD and Rev. KING arrived im . '
Memphis, Tennqssee»fr@m Panama City, Florida, and registered -
at the Lorraine Motel at about 1 a.m., April 4, 1968. Rev.
KING and Mrs. DAVIS did the registering and Mrs. DAVIS occupied
Room 201 and Mrs. WARD Room 207. . o

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lorraine - o
Motel, Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING startedxiﬂ:g
- making inquiry @f other guests at the motel as to the where- .
"~ abouts of Rev., KING's brother, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. He could :
not be located at the motel and HOSEA WILLIAMS reﬂarked that E
. Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting at a church, the name of
- which Mrs. DAVIS recalls as the Church -of the Mimimal Salary
(Phonetic). Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING then went to
the church but Dr. KING was not there. Rev. ANDREW YOUNG and
- some: other people, identities not known to Mrs. DAVIS but
appearing to be possibly local pastors. and ministe&s, were hold-
ing a meeting‘at the church. A man called "CABBAGE" was speak=
ing at the meeting when Mrs. DAVIS and:her'companﬂons arrived, -
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" went to Room
cab, identity
‘vited the three individuals into Room 207.

- LEE left the ‘
- 'DAVIS, Mrs. WARD, Dr. KING and Rev. KING remained

‘until about 5/ a.m. wheh Dr. KING left, advising he

- Room 306. - e L

- .an hour, ] )
. remembering specifically that during this time she
~to Dr. KING that Miss KATHERINE PEDIN of Kentucky Wasvrunning

' .President’'s Commission on Civil Disorders.
.~ 'visit Mrs. DAVIS told Dr KING that in view of the
- Memphis, Tennessee having been rescheduled from Ap
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" but Mrs. DAVIS-énd,her'COmpanions did not stay at
" upon learning Dr. KING was not there
 panions went to a smaller room in the church where
L g ReV.
.. Rev. JACKSON fbr a few minutes.

Mrs. DAVIS

JESSE JACKSON from Chicago, Illinois and‘conv

: Mrs. DAVIS and her companions thereafter
the Lorraine wotel arriving about 3 a.m., and the
07. - ¥Here they conversed among thems
the door to t@e motel room open for about an hour

from the cab
and Rev, BERN

r. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Rev. RALPH AB
RD LEE.,

| "and a half at4which point Mrs. DAVIS happened to o

‘Mrs. WARD immediately went .
-Doctor
his compani@né joined Mrs. DAVIS and her companion
207. After approximately five minutes Revs. ABERN
oom, presumably. to go to their own r

S During the conversation by the-above ind
Room 207 ‘no-one made any mention of indicédtion tha
fearful. of an' attempt’béing made that day om Dr.

-+ - After Dr. KING left Room 207, Mrs. DAVIS
the  room and went to Room 201. About one=half hou
KING came [to Room 201 and visited with: Mrs. DA
the talk consisting of general matters, M

!

the meeting - = 0!
and her com= "y .-
they met
rsed with

returned to
three of them
lves. with

r an hour
serve a taxi

not recalled, arriving at the motel agnd to depart
ERN o

ATHY,
out and in-
KING and~
in Room .=
THY and__ -
poms ., Mrs., T
in Room 207 -
was going to

ividuals im ..
t they were -~ ' . |
KING'S life. =

also 1éft .

r later, . - ]
VIS for about -
rs. DAVIS
mentioned:

for U,S., Senator from Kentucky, and Dr. XING indicated he'had-‘-fllﬁﬁ

met Miss PEDIN as she had interviewed him as.-a mem
Also d

April 8, 1968, Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remai
over the weekend, but would return to Louisville.

. KING asked .that before Mrs. DAVIS made a final dec
- would like to talk to her further about this but t
- to leave as he had a strategy meeting planned in R
8 a.m., April 4, 1968, and he anticipated he would

v o

22

ber of the -
uring this
«march in. -
ril 5 to -

n in Memphis
However, Dr. '
ision ‘he. »
hat he had

oom 306 at
re=contact

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




- .DAVIS recalls
"~ of person call

- " possibly being
- Unknown) WACHT

:DAVIS then- pho!

1S 44-947
i

" "her about her

Shor
Jjoined Mrs. DA
versed until a

- or 1:30 p.m. Df.
- DAVIS that he

Room 306 s0 as
occurred.

informed Rev.
it was an impo
Dr. KING made

in Atlanta, Ge

- speak of these

‘Ther
in Atlanmnta, Ge
201 and Dr. KI
- their mother t
- minutes later

" WARD did come

B Shor

WARD left to p
-and dry cleani
’_and Third Stre
~ ing to.this 1lo
probably about
accompanied on

o Duri
" CHAUNCEY ESKRI
' YOUNG, came to
to the laundry
eight individu
. .conversed gene
that he was. go
in Memphis and
at the Reveren

S Fron
" - with Rev, LEE

decisiom about noomn, April 4, 1968.

tly after Dr. KING left Room 201, Mrs. WARD
VIS in Room 201 where. they had coffe and con=
bout noon when Mrs. WARD left. About 1 p.m.
KING returned to Room 201 and advised Mrs,
needed to relax for a short while and left |
not to be bothered unless importantgmatteré
Room 201 Dr. KING phoned Room 306 and spoke
advising Rev. LEE as to his whereaboﬁts and
LEE he did not want to be disturbed unless :
rtant matter. While in Room 201 on this occasion @
several phone calls using & credit card. Mrs.
that Dr. KING phoned his secretary, DORA McD@NALD
orgia, and also made a call to New Yérk, ldentxty
od not specifically remembered.by Mrs. DAVIS, but
a STAN LEVINSON (phonetic) or a (First Name

EL {phonetic) as Mrs. DAVIS had heard Dr. KING
individuals. ’ A

eafter as Dr. KING was just dizling his mother
orgia, Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS KING came into Room

NG and Rev. A,D. WILLIAMS KING conversed with
elephonically for a few minutes. Abbut 45
Revs,ABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrs...
ned Mrs. WARD and invited her to Room 201 .
to Room 201,1,,

tly after Mrs. WARD's arrival in Room 201, Mrs.
ick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry
ng store, name not recalled, located|at Beale :
ets. in Memphis. Mrs. WARD had taken|the clean="
cation earlier on April 4, 1968, for Mrs. DAVIS, .
10 a.m. and as Mrs. DAVIS recalls, she hgg_beeﬂ——
that occasion by'Revo_AoDhAWILLIAMSdKING. -

S

ng the absence of Mrs. WARD from Room 201 :
DGE, the attorney from Chicago, and Rev. ANDREW
Room 201. Mrs. WARD returned from her visit
Very shortly thereafter, making a total of

als in the room. The above eight individuals
rally until about 5:45 p.m., when Dr:g
ing to dinner at the home of Rev, BIpLY KYLES
he invited Mrs. DAVIS to join him fpr dinner
d“s h@me, She advised him that she W@uld meed

‘
S

Mrs. RRCR

KING announced - |
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' go to his room|and freshen up and wait for her. Mrs. DAVIS SRR
. had just completed her preparation for leaving for |dinner be- -
- cause. she recalled that she was standing in front qf a mirror.
"with her raincoat on taking a Last look as to her appearance
" when she heard|a shot She was stunned for just an instant '
but then immediately went outside the room and heaxd: .someone.
. 'yell Dr. KING had just been shot. She locked up. towards .
" Room 306 and saw" ‘what she is convinced were Dr. KING's feet
. on the balcony] protruding slightly over the edge,.JThere was
considerable confusion and panic and polige arrived almost
immediately. ‘Mrs,'DAVIS cannot be emtirely'certai?wof-

- ab@ut 15 minuth or $0- to . freshen up and he stated he would

© . immediate events following, but as she recalls Rev.  JACKSON e
was in the motel c@urtyard at the time shewsnt out of Room 201 - ' -
" as was Mrs. WARD. Mrs. DAVIS immediately proceeded up to : i
" where Dr. KING]was lying and remained in that vicinity until
. Dr. KING was taken away in an ambulance which Mrs. DAVIS esti-
" mates was appr@xlmately 10 minutes after she had heard the shot.

. Mrs DAVIS can recall no incident which she observed . -
aftér coming out of Room 201 after the shot had been fired which ..

.~ ..she feels has any bearing on ascertaining the identity of the

. ;;.individual responsible for the shot.

. AfteL Dr. KING had been taken from the m@tel in an
,vjambulance, Mrs. DAVIS recalls that Rev. JACKSON wa$‘&n the
‘courtyard and gave a press statement. Thereafter S, DAVIS o
- went to the motel office where she found Mrs. WARD|who was \\\\’jajﬁqi
- ordering coffee. Then Urs. DAVIS and a man Mrs. DAVIS recalls™
- as a HAROLD MILLER, possibly a local minxster from | Memphis or - :
.. Atlanta, went to Room 207 to advise Rev. A,D. WILLIAMS KING Gf*-‘~_4¢
- the sh@oting'of his brother. Rev. KING was asleep|and they -~ -
‘- did not succeed in awakening him. Thereafter Mrs.|WARD came ,
... to Room 207 and Mrs. DAVIS and the man she believes was named 2
'..'MILLER left the room. : .

BRI Later @n the night of April 4, 1968” possibly around
4;8 30 p m,'someonmep Mrs. DAVIS did not know who, felt that Mrs.
WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.D, WILLIAMS KING should mot spend :
the. remainder of that night at the Lorraine Motel and Mrs, S
DAVIS recalls packlng her clothes and the three. of‘them g01ng'
:.out to the home of Rev. KYLES. After arrival at this home,_
.. it was decided again by someome not known to Mrs,.bAVIS hat .
. "Rev. KING would remain at Rev. KYLES that evening ut t?at ,
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,Mrs WARD and Mrs DAVIS sh@uld spend the evening at al
_Howard Johason Mctel in Memphis.. Mrs..WARD and Mrs. DAVIS
'~ together with individuals not now recalled went to| the H@ward
- Johnson Motel where Mrs. WARD registered for the -two of them,"
“but the plans again changed as Mrs. DAVIS recalls .HOSEA L
‘WILLIAMS indicated that Mrs. DAVIS and her compani@ns should
-return to the Lorraine :Motel for the evening. Mrs.: ‘WARD and °

. Mrs., DAVIS were then driven in Mrs. WARD's car by an unknowi -
- individual back ‘to the Lorraine Motel where they entered Room .-
.201.. A short time later Rev. KYLES brought Rev. A.D., WILLIAMS
KING back ‘to” the motel at which: point Mrs. WARD left Room" ‘201,
Mrs .. DAVIS sp@nt the memainder @f the night by hgrself in a

A\_

L ‘on. Eriday morning, April 5, 1968 Rev., A,D, WILLIAMS
KING left ‘the Lorraine :Motel to go to the mirport to meet :the
‘wife of Dr, MARTIN" LUTHER KING wh@ was arriving in Memphis on
that morning. ' , ﬁ,g_ . S ' o ,
i "Mrs, WARD and Mrs. DAVIS left Mempms,, ' bmessee,
.fabout 9 a. m,, April 5 1968, mnd dr@ve to Atlanta, Ge@rgia.-

v DAVIS advised that during her stay in Memphis'
‘against her 1life nor does .She"have any knowledge o

@t the: L@rraine Motel being specifically threateme
;voccasiono;v W e -

inyone °
‘on.that

“on Apr11 4 = 5, 1968, she persomally ‘had received E threats.
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JASPIR T, (LUCRETIA B.) WARD, also
40 Ransdell, Louisville, Kentucky, . W
office or th@ Federal Bureau of Inve
lle, Xentucky, and furnished the fol

'

the past several years she has serve
ant to Reverend A,D., WILLIAMS HKING o
%@@r@m@my of the Kemmu@ky Chrigtian |

P} at Louwlsville, Kentucky, an affi
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vxll@ Kentucky, a Board m@mh@m of t
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KING of KCLC and. pastor @f the Zion
sville, arrived im Memphis,
dillac, bearing 1968 Kentucky licens
their wvisit to Memphis, Tennessee wa
neduled march there on April 5, 1968
ITHER KJ‘WQJQQ Mrs . WARD and
Lorraine Motel omr_uving Rooms 2
WAR@ did not leave the Lorraine Mot
carrival until after the shootiag ©
th@ motel at about € p.m. on. April
occasion, This was in-the- amt@qum
around 3 p.m., when Mrs. WARD lef
laundry, exact location not recall@
undry believed to be One-Hour Martin
going to the lmumdry was to pick up
e ready for delivery to Mrs. GEORGIA
rned from. the laundry, she J@xﬂ@d a
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R @ve gr@up remmimed togeth@r engaging in
general conversatlan until appr@ximately 8:40 p.m.y April
1968; at which time. the group decided that they would go: to’
;dinnem, ‘and" the ‘individuals left to go to their v&ri@ua rooms
to freshen up for dinner. MNrs, WARD left Room 201 1n the °
.company of Rev., ﬁ oD WILLIAMS KING . and the two of thgm want

to Room' 207. Rev. A,D.. WIILJAM“ KING had partaken. of some
_alcoholic beverages during the atterncoon and had decided to
=rest rather. than join the group for dinner. Appr@ximately“
15 .= 20 minutes atter ‘arriving in Room 207 at which time ‘Rev
‘A.D. ViLLIAMS KING was sleeping9 Mrs. WARD heard a shot. . -
TShe immediately opened the door to. the room and l@@kéd out and:
:heard ‘someone yell that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had. jpst been
shot. The news stunned Mrs, WARD and while she @ann t be ‘«
Aexactly cemtain

‘Room 207 and the
the motel. Then
in the area. . Mms WARD @bs@rved n@thing which gave pam
ndication as to- the’ p@ssible identity of the individual.
onsible for the shooting. Mrs. WARD recalls that she
'advise Rov. A, D‘ WILLIAMS KING of. the shooting of". [

until about 20 minutes after the incident oceurred. :
reaction wasg ‘one of extreme grief and he gave no. imdlpati@n,ﬂ
1he had any ideaJae t@ the identity @f th@ perswn resp@nsible,

" As Mrs. WARD recalls @@m@@n@, specific id| Jmtity
'not now recalied, th@ught it best that. drs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS
and Rev. A.D, WILLIAMS KING not remaln the remaindam,@if he: -,
inight of April . 4w 5, 1968, at the Lorraineé. M@ﬁelo;;ﬁccordimgly'
‘at about 10 p.m." they left the motel and’ ‘went to the home of a
Rev. WILLIAM KYIES whom Mrs. WARD believes is a minis ter in.ﬂv:
Memphis. Rev, KYIES or someone. suggested that Rev.'
KING remain . at . @15 home'that evening ‘and that Mrs: WA
DAVIS obtain motel accamm@datlons at a mearby H@ward
Motel : Mrs._DAVIS and, Mrs, WARD did. go' to. such-a - mo‘ ‘ar
Mrs, WARD registemed 1nsthe motel; ‘but’ just as she did so
.WILLIAMS wh@ was present at the- time declded that Meg. W :
- and-. A D WILLIAMS KING sh@uld g@ back%to the
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7 Mrs, WARD- and Rev. A, D WIL&IAMS KING being in Room | 207 - and S
Mrs. DAVIS occupying Room 201. En route Mrs.  WARD had stopped .- |
+: at a drug store|and purchased some sleeping pills w@i@h she .
" . administered to|the Rev. KING and Mrs. DAVIS because of their
-extremely excited c@ndltlon :

- - Mrs. APD commenmed that she possesses no inf@rmatiOM'-izﬂn_
. 'Whlch she feels might assist in identifying the individual res-. ,
'.'ponsible for the sh@otlng of Dr MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRG.»n-
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Déw' ppriltle 1968

'gﬁ*recaIIQ th&t im addmﬁlom t@ Aeaving the L@rrainn Mot
- afternoon of ADrll 4, 1968, she had left the motel
> on one other @uﬁa51one ThisMWas during -the morning, believed

_te be around 11
.. GEORGIA DAVIS t
. On this occasion, she was accompanied by the Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS
- KING because sh recall% that as she was taking the eleaning
. into the cleaners, Rev. KING purchased some beer from a store

* located diagonallly a@rgﬁs the corner from the cl@an'rwo

a.m., when she took some cleaning for Mrs, 7. .
the nearby cleaners, the One-Hour Martinizing. -~ -

. . Mrs. VARD also advlsed that she and ¥rs. DAVIS and
- "Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS KING, prior to their arrival in Memphis, .. -
. Tennessee about midnight, April 3, 1968, had been Wﬁcﬁtl@qAng -7
.. in Panama City, k&@Elda, at the Tr easures Isiand Motel. They - - ‘
- had driven to ¥Memphis in Mrs. WARD's automobile fr Floyida., Priorf;ﬁ
" to leaving the Florida motel;Mrs. WARD had notified Mrs. FRANCES i
" HASTINGS who, t g@ther with her hushand, owns the motel,- that
. they were d@par}nng but that she, Mrs. WAng wpould returm & ..
. shortly for abogt a week's stay.  Mrs. WARD inadvertently t@ld »
Mrs . HASTINGS that she and her companions were going to Elrm1ng='
ham. - Mrs. WARD recalls that when she and . her @@mpaél@ns were "
‘mearly halfway to Memphis that she remembered that she had - .
. erroneously told ¥Mrs. HASTINCGS they were going to B“rmlngham o e
. She fzels that she made this mistake in that she had eariier - ..
... talked to.the HASTINGS who had ﬁold her they wexe (o} i ginally
e from Blrmlngham qlabamma. _ e

. After Dma KLNG”S as&aﬁ%imatlom, N@s WARD chang@dnﬁ;[ﬁ e
her ‘plans. about- Spemdxng any further time  in Fl@rid@ and at’ - i
. 6350 a.m., April &, 1968, she flew from Memphis, Tennessee,
“ 'to Panama Citj, Flomxda9 to get the rest of her clothes. She'
rented & car- at-the anxp@rm amd drove to the motel. WhenAshe
z,‘awrived at- the wate 0 she met Mrs HA TIKGS who lmmediatély

4.

4-16-68 ath@"isviliég'Kentuckj . File# 'Ls '44'»9)4’ |

by sA %MB\‘! L, ‘WAL’S ioww/ds T e .4=1

: M 'I‘hxs document contams neither reco: endatlohs nor conclusions of the FBI, Tt i 1s the property of the ' BI and is 10&ned to ’
.your agency, it and its contents are not to be d:steruted outaxde your agency : :
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‘. plainly to Mrs. HA
. did not want her at the motel because she had been in

© advised Mrs. WARD that the motel was full and there wa
"room for Mrs.vWARD¥ Mrs. WARD felt this statement to
a8 there appeared Eo be room at the motel, and she spo
STINGS about her feeling that Mrs.

no

e untrue . :

e rather .

e
IASTINGS .‘” .
the company.

, of two Negroes, 'Rev. KING and ¥rs, DAVIS. Mrs. HASTINGS made
| ‘some comment about | they, the HASTINGS, run a respectab

- and Mrs. WARD replied that it was because the motel ha

. - reputation that she and her c@mpanl@ns nad‘@riginally
to vacation there, o L 3, , ' , ‘

o » Mrs., WARD stated that nt appeared to her tha
motel owners, the ﬁASTIN@S did not object to herself
“DAVIS having occup ed the m@tel but apparently @bJ@ct
'the presemce in the m@tel of Rev, A, D WILLIAMS KING
. : Cai
- Mrs., WARI stated that at 'no- time did el&her Xo.
' HASTINGS make any type of specific threat to Mrs. WARD,

e motel
that /

eciQQdA/u'

the
nd Mrs..
d to )
f the :
against

- Mrs. WARD or her companions, but 1t was clear to Mrs. WARD

Jthat she was n@ longer welcome at the HASTING%" m@tel

o Mrs. WARD ﬂeft Pamamn thy by plane’ ab@ut 1 3_"
on April 6, 1968 and fﬂew t@ Atlamta Ge@rgia, whe{fegm-’,

met by Mrs DAVIS L e
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FD-302 (Revi 4-15-64)

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

| Date

4/17/68

WALTER LANE EAELEY, Owner, Lorraine Hotel-¥Mo1 tel,

» Memphis, Tennessee, advised that a

.0f his records reflected the following named persons a

406 Mulberry AvemuE

.havxng been regist
April 4, 1968 or.

f_ﬁl) ;gﬁiﬁ;;@ERALD
- . Room No.
- on April
"@ddr@SS°

JANES LEWIS

' Room ¥o.
~ on Apwrill
-anddreSS°

@th d@t@8°

ARRELL
10 -
3=4, 1968 h
5427 Urgubart Avenue
New @rﬂ@angn L@uisiana

11 o

3-4, 1968

78 West Trige AV@nue
M@mphns, T@nm@ssee

M. JACKSON.

Room- No.

12

on April
] no addrj

: R ROGE
- Room KNo.
on April
"no addre

e WELLIE'#
- Room" No.
on April
‘addresss. -

3, 1968
sS giV@n

S

200 - -
8, 1968
$s given

ITLLIAM
201 . _'.
3, 1968 -
810 Parson Str@et
: Atl@nta, G@@rga@

_R. B. C@TT@NREADER

-R@@m No.

- on April
- addresss

202

3, 1968 ‘

4@8 Third Str@et :
Marks, Mississippi

_cheek

red into his motel on either April 3 or

4/11/68 _,; Wemp

31

his;-T@nnegs@@

. F‘ile# Mefmphis 4

q:,f.

4-1987

SA ‘EUGENE & . MEDOF
_SA STEPHEN M. DARL

INGT@N SMD/mnr

your agency, it and 1ts contents are not to be dxstnbuted outside your agency:
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7)

on Apri

TOBIE W
Room No

Y.

I

o
S

address

BERNARD
Room NoO
Room No
address

:

b

TRACY W
Room No,
on Aprii
no addr

ANDREW

Room No
on Apri
address:

JOHN WX

Room No.
on April
address:

WARREN

‘Room No.

- Room No

on April
address

.

EUGENE

on Aprii
no addre

WILLIAM

on April

address

LOURTNEY
Room No, 212

NN

204

3-4, 1968
3204 St.
Columbus, Georgia

LEE

206 (om April 3, 1968)
205 (on April 4, 1968)
334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

IGHT

208

3<4, 1968
ss given

OUNG

209

3=4, 1968

334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

LIAM

210

3-4, 1968
334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

RDSON
211
3-4, 1968
1076 Waltor Avenue
Dayton, Ohio

3-4, 1968
ss given

MALONEY

301

3=4, 1968
334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia
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- 18) P. A, RANCE

: Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968)
Room No. 200 (on April 4, 1968)
no address given

JAMES ORANGE

Room Nol, 304

on April 3-4, 1968

address|: 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

JESSIE | JACKSON

Room No, 308

on April 3=4, 1968

address: 366 East 47th Street
‘ Chicago, Illinois

MARTIN KING

Room No. 306

on April 3-4, 1968

adidress: 334 Auburn Avenue
o "1 Atlanta, Georgia

RALPH ABERNATHY

Room No. 306

on April 3-4, 1968

address: 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

DOROTHY COTTON

on April 3-4, 1968

address- 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

JAMES LOVE

Room No. 308

on April 3-4, 1968

address: 8231 Chancery Court
Alexandria, Virginia

JOSEPH| LOUW
Room -No, 309
. on April 3-4, 1968
addreSf: 45 Tiemann Place
New York, New York

33
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23)

'A. D.

CHARLES
Room No.

BALLARD
310

on April 3-4, 1968

address~

506 Kansas street
Atlanta, Georgia

STERLING TUCKER .

Room No.

311

on April 3-4, 1968

addressé

Reveren
Room No

626 Third Street, N.%.
Washington, D. C.

SAMUEL KYLES

. 312

on April 3-4, 1968:

address:

JEAN SM
Room Nol

704 South Parkway East
Memphis, Tennessée

TH
314

on April 3-4, 1968
no address givén

MABELLE
Room No.
on Apri
address

JAMES W
Room No

on April

address

Room No

HENDRICKS
315 -

1 3.4, 1968

767 PeachtreeAStreet
Atlanta, Georgia

LDON \

316 .

3-4, 1968
111 Hunter Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

KING

* 201

on April 4, 1968

address:

OFFELIQ
Room No.

Louisville, Kentucky

RUTHERFORD
202

on Aprﬂl 4, 1968.

~ 334 Auburn Avenue

"Atlanta, Georgia
' 34
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31) J. B, WILLIAMS
. Room No., 203
on April 4, 1968 -
address: 2510 Jackson Avenue
Forrest City, Arkansas

HENRY ANTHONY

Room No. 206

on April 4, 1968

addressi; 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

"BERNARD| LAFAYETTE
Room No. 206 :
on April 4, 1968
address|: 334 Auburn Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

C. A. DAVIS
Room 207
on April 4, 1968

address: Louisville, Kentucky

L. B, WARD

Room No. 207

on April 4, 1968 '
address: Louisville; Kentucky

HERMAN | SWEAT
Room No. 214

on Apr%l 4, 1968
no_addTess given
EARL CALDWELL
Room No. 215

on April 4, 1968

no address given

JOHN H@LL
Room No. 1
on Apr;l 4, 1968
no address given

S, MC pOLLOUGH

Room No. 12

on April 4, 1968 ,
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue

Chicago, Illinois
- 35
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e HIL
Room No
on April
no addre

L (first name not given)
13 '

4, 1968

S8s given

JIMER GUEMOOR

Room No
on Apri
addressE

Reverend
Room NOL
on April
address:

Reverend
Room No.
on April
address|:

GARY MA
Room No.
on April
address|:

14

4, 1968

750 pPearl Street
Grenada, Mississippi

H, VERNER
202
4, 1968
5320 South Drexel Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

W. BENNETT

202

4, 1968 .
5320 South Drexel Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

SSONI

214

4, 1968

366 East 47th Street
Chicago, Illinois

JAMES BEVEL

unknown
on April
address|:

room number

4, 1968
8407 South Ribash Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date Apr]

Reverend SAMUEL B, KYLES, minister of the
lonumental Baptist Church, 704 South Parkway East, wh
resides at 2215 South Parkway Bast, Memphis, Tennesse
interview advised as follows:

Reverend KYLES, who has lived in Memphis for
approximately the past eight years, is on the Executive
Board of the Memphis, Tennessee, Branch of the Natiomal
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
and is alsoc & member of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC), the national headguarters of which is
Atlanta, Georgia, and the President of which, up until
April 4, 1968, was Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

strike began in Memphis, Tennessee, February 12, 1968, and
that shortly aft‘r its start a group of Negro ministers in
Memphis, including himself, banded together to form a group
which adopted the name of Community on the Move for Equality
(COME) , raising funds for the sanitation strikers and
assisting them in daily marches and other Strikemsupéort
activity, He stated that as early as March 18, 1968, he,
along with some of the other COME leaders, induced D%& MART IN
LUTHER KING, JR,, to come to Memphis where, on the night of
March 18, 1968, T@ gave an inspiring talk at Mason Temple
to approximately 10,000 to 12,000 people, urging the Negro
community of Memphis to unite behind the sanitation workers,
KYLES gnd some of the other COME leaders also
induced Dr, KING{@ return to Memphis on the morning of

R@V@T@%@ KYLES advised that a sanitatiomn wirkers?

March 28, 1968, to lead a massive downtown march in support
of the sanitation workers,

Considerable breaking of downtown windows %nd looting

resulted during this march, as a result of which KYLES stated
the sanitation strike received nationwide publicity, and
Dr, KING agreed %@ return to Memphis, along with other SCLC staff
members, in early April, 1968, to continue support on behalf of

the sanitatiom workers,

37

On __4/23/68 at _ | Memphis, Tennessee File #+ Memphis 44-1987

SAs HOWELL S, LOWE
by __@nd WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE WHL:gmh Date dictated .| 4/25/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Tt is the property of ihe FBI and is lpaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Reverend KYLES recalled that Dr., KING actually
returned to Memphis on Wednesday morming, April 3, 1968,
with several of h%s staff associates including the Vice
President of SCLC, Reverend RALPH D, ABERNATHY, and hia

administrative assistant BERNARD LEE, They all checked into
the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis,
and actually KYLES had rented rooms for some of the SQLC
staff members under his name, He pointed out that actually
he was registered| in Room 312 of the Lorraine Motel as of
April 3, 1968, although he did not physically occupy this
room and did net now recall the exact SCLC individual who
occupied Room 312/, He recalled that Dr, KING occupie

Room 306, as did Reverend RALPH D, ABERNATHY,

He recalled that Dr, XING and his staff remlined
in Memphis on the night of April 3, 1968, and also remained
in Memphis on April 4, 1968, In addition, he pointed| out
that there had been widespread publicity in not only the

Memphis news media, including the two daily white newépapers,

concerning the presence of Dr, KING and his staff in
and of the fact that they were staying at the Lorrain
He stated he couﬂd not recall the specific radio broadcast
but there was at least one broadcast, possibly more,| which
even gave the roﬁm number, namely Room 306, im which Dr, KING
was staying in Memphis, and that this information was readily
available to anydne who tended to read the newspaper or took
the time to listen to the radio news broadcasts. In other
words, he said it was no secret as to where Dr, KING was
staying,

emphis

but also om virtually all of the radio and t@l@vision&statioﬁs

Reveregd KYLES recalled that he personally went
to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 3:30 p.,m, on April 4,
1968, and recalled that the Operation Breadbasket band,
a singing group of the SCLC, was rehearsing in one of the
rooms in the motel, this group being led by BEN BRANCH,a
former music teacher of Memphis, Tenmessee, KYLES joined
this group and they all sang various hymns and SCLC songs
until approximately 5 p.m, At this point, Reverend KYLES
went to Room 306/ of the Lorraime Motel to visit with
Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, and Reveremnd RALPH D, ABERNATHY,
He pointed out that he had earlier invited Dr. KING @nd
Reverend ABERNATHY to his home at 2215 South Parkway Bast for
a "soul dinner® om the evening of April 4, 1968, pointing out

38
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that Dr. KING and Reverend ABERNATHY both savored "so
which would n©rm@11y consist of neck bones, chitterli
turnip greens and black-eyed peas, and that his wife
consented to c@@@ such a dinner for Dr, KING and his
He pointed out tQat both XING and ABERNATHY had been
by him earlier that dinner was to be at approximately

He recalled that during the approximate per
5:30 p.m, to 5:55 p,m,, April 4, 1988, that Dr, KING,
Reverend ABERNATHY and Reverend KYLES sat and talked
Room 306 as Dr, KING and ABERNATHY dressed in prepara
for the dinner appointment, At a time estimated by K

as being 5:55 p.m,, or thereabouts, Dr, KING walked o

ul food,"
ngs,

had
sroup.,
reminded
6 p.m,

iod from

in

tion
YLES
ut of

Room 306 of the lorraine Motel, the door of which fa
west and overlooks a swimming pool and parking area

Mulberry Street, which is a mnarrow north-south street
Memphis, Dr, KING's room, 306, was on the second flo
as one walks out‘of the room there is a balcony and w
area, the balcony having an iron rail approximately t
feet high to keep one from falling off the balcony,
KYLES recalled, stood on the balcony and was Speaking
various people standing in the parking area of the mo
directly beneath him, One of the persons with whom I
was speaking was|Reverend JESSE JACKSON, an SCLC staf
from Chicago, Illinois, KYLES recalled leaving Room

going out and talking with Dr., KING, telling him not

bring too many people to his house or there would not
enough food to satisfy all of them, KYLES also reca
that SOLOMON JONES, a local Negro who works for one é
funeral homes; had been Dp, KING's chauffeur while i

and that KING may bave made some comment to JONES abo
the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence,

Reverend KYLES also recalled that at about
pericd of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied shavin
to his face prep?ring to take a quick shave before de
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were standing side
side on the balcbny and he also recalled that KING s;j
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who is an attorney for SCLC and
was in Memphis with the SCLC staff.

2
Y

0

|
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ki

Others
level within vxew1ng and listening distance of Dr, K
were Reverend JAMES L, BEVEL, also of the SCLC staff
who has recently been living im Chicago, and several
young Negroes, n
around and suppaﬁting the sanitation workers strike,
He pointed out that he would put these folks in the
category of "hero worshipers” who liked to be around
and other important personages.

At this point, KYLES estimated the time as

being approximately 6 o'clock p.m,, and stated that he,

walk north on the balcony walkway t
Hotel portion of the establishment f
tting his car, which was parked on t
parking lot, He recalled looking down and saying so
f£o CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who was standimg on the ground
estimated that he had walked approximately four door:

KYLES, started to
the old Lorraine
the purpose of ge

recalled by KYLES being on the grou%ﬁ '
a

mes not recalled, who had been hangi

an

nd

KING

oward
or

he
thing
d
lengths

north of Room 306 when he, KYLES, heard a loud but possibly

muffled sound, t first he thought it was @ noise
the immediate area possibly caused by the backfiring
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker whi
had expl@ded in the immediate vicinity,

BEVEL who had been standing on the ground north of R

Be was next conscious of seeing Reverend Jg
running to the motelrarea ostemnsibly for cover and r

some unknown individual yellimg in & loud voice, "The
shot MARTIN," At this point he turmned around and loe
back south toward the entrance of Room 306 and was ne
conscious of seeing Dr, KING's prone body, KING was
on the balcomy f%@@f with his back to the floor, his
facing upward, h feet partially protruding through
grill work of the irom railway, and his head headed in
easterly direction toward the passageway just south o

306,

KYLES continued that he took a quick glance
KING's prone body after reaching same and saw a gapi
in what he recalled to be the right side of KING's f
in the area of his cheek bone and protruding downwar
his neck area,
guns or gun wWoung

40
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noise which he h
gunshot which ha
KING's eyes appe

felt KING may st

Ed heard had undoubtedly been that of a
‘wounded Dr, KING, He pointed out that
ared to be open and that he persomnally

ill have been alive, He was not conscious

of anyone else near KING's body at this time and pointed

out that he went
hysterically int

telephone for th
the meantime, AB

shaving cream st
had happened to

confusion he was

into a state of shock and ram rathe

o Room 306 wh@re%@@ attempted to use|a

e purpose of calling an ambulance, n
ERNATHY had run out of Room 306 with

ill on his face in an effort to see what
Dr, KING, KYLES pointed out that in his
unable to pick up the phone properly to

call the motel switchboard to ask for an ambulance and
recalled ABERNATHY rumning back into the room and telling

him to settle dow
~would be all rig

KYLES
KING's body and

Memphis Police o

i

officers to call
Reverend ABERNATHY leamimg over KING'S prone body at

KING'sS body and
He stated that

to talk with KI

recall hearing ABERNATHY say,

Revere

grabbing up a be

out to use to cover KING®’s body,

male employee of

n and gain his composure as everythrmg

ht,

of = -
empting
d could
e? 124

came back out of the room to the vic
gas_next conscious of seeing several

nity'of
uniformed
cinity of
happened?"
ice .

ficers running on foot toward the v
ecalled some of them yelling, "“What
recalled yelling at some of the po
an ambulance, He was next consciou

G or to get some response from him a
"MARTIN, can you hear

nd KYLES recalled running into Room 306 and
dspread off one of the beds which he| brought
He recalled that a| white
the United States Justice Departmen name

not recalled, who had been staying at the motel. brought a towel

which someone he
side of KING's £

Within
KING's body to
. LOUW, an Africa
at the motel, t
and that many o
balcony seemed
where there is
further on the
brick buildings

A

1d over the large gaping wound on the right
ace,

a few moments an ambulance arrived to take
hospital and he recalled that a JOSEPH
who is a photographer and who was staying
k some pictures in the immediate vicinity
the people who by this time had co to the
o point toward the west side of Mulberry
thicket of bushes and empty land bordered
est by the back side of some old two-story
which face on Main Street and indicated in

41
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their pointing an
. from that general
came from the west

~ Thereaf
ambulance crew to
Hospital,

Reveren
which appeared in

direction, In other words, the sho
toward the east,

ter, according to Reverend KYLES, an
ok Dr, KING's body to the St, Joseph

d KYLES looked at a series of photog
'Life Magazine,” issue of April 12,

some of which wer
Dr, KING and pri
depict Dr, KING's
walkway on the s

and taken by Photographetr JOSEPH LOUW,

:

Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC staff and some loq

only people that
photographs prio

unidentif ied Negr
effort to render
KYLES pointed out
almost immediate
they do not show

r to the arrival of the ambulance an
prone body lying face up on the co
cond floor balcony of the Lorraine

he could identify by name in the ea
to the arrival of the ambulance we’
oes who were apparently assisting J.a1
immediate first aid to Dr, KING, ‘%3
that these photographs must have

y following the shooting of Dr, KIN
the bedspread over KING's body,

d comments that the shot probably cam

e taken immediately after the shooti

He stated thﬁ

=

raphs
1968,
ng of
d+which
crete
otel

t the

ly

1
an

verend

en takeén
because

' He stated that very few people actually were
cognizant of the| fact that Dr. KING was to be a dinner guest

at his home on th
guests who had b
his brother, Reve
latter's compani
both of Louisvil
was to have been
that Reverend AN
SCLC staff, were
evening.

Il

I
©

He sta
no publicity con
party were to be
be a mere coincid
the doorway of
minutes prior to

ons,

oom 306 and stood there some four to

e evening of April 4, 1968; that a
en invited to his recollection were
rend A, D, WILLIAMS KING, and two o
Mrs, LUKIE WARD and Mrs, GEORG
e, Kentucky; and that Reverend ABE
there, as was CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE,

e

also to be his dinner guests on tha
ed that to his recollection there h
erning the fact that KING and his s
his dinner guests and that it appea
ence that Dr, XING walked out in fr«

the time .tm’t he was shot,
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Reverend KYLES stated that he had searched h
memory during the | intervening time subsequent to Dr, K
being shot and that at no time could he recall seeing
‘anyone to the west or northwest from which direction he
is now convinced the shot came, He saw no one looking

any of the windows in the buildings facing Main Street,
the rear entrances of which would have faced the Motel;

and he saw no one on the ground below,

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCEY ESKRI
shortly after the | shooting amnd that ESKRIDGE who was @
ground level in.tTe parking area in front of the Motel

stated that after
from the Motel to
he did not see anyone with any firearm either om the g
or in any of the buildings., Reverend KYLES recalled t
SOLOMON JONES has| been reported to have stated that he
someone peossibly w1th a white headpiece in the ground
just west of the west side of Mulberry Street behind 1t
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that
area,

the shot he, ESKRIDGE, had run west

is
ING's

out

DGE
n the

the middlie of Mulberry Street but that

round
hat

saw
area
he

Reverend KYLES stated that in fairness to JONES,

JONES could not have seen the ground area which he ha
originally descrlbed because of the fact that there i
brick retaining wall which surrounds the swimming pool
that JONES would have been behind this wall when KING
shot and could not have seemn behind the bushes on the
west side of Mulberry Street as this wall is about eig
tall, .

a
and
was

ht feet

Reverend KYLES concluded that none of his
acquaintances in the SCLC or other acquaintances in Me
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall

mphis

#nythlng

concerning any suﬁpxclous movements im the vicinity of the
Lorraine Motel immediately precedlng or during the time that

Dr, KING was shot|,
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On April 18, 1968, CHARLES BALLARD, 830 K
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, personally comtacted th
Memphis, Tennessee, FBI Office and advised SA HOWEL

LOWE and SA WILLIAM H,. LAWRENCE that he registered i

room 310 of the Lorraine Motel om the afternoom of

30, 1968, and remaimed registered at this motel unti
He departed from this motel just pri

April 4, 1968,

to 6 P.M, the evening of April 4, 1968.

'BALLA ! the )
time Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot and advised he
no knowledge regarding who may have shot Dr. KING.
stated that during the period he resided at the mot

‘advised he was mot at ‘the motel at

nsas

S,
nto
axrch
1
or

the
has
He

1, no.

one inquired of‘him of any information regarding Dr., KING,

and he noticed no ome in particular expressing any
interest in the location of Dr. KING's room at the

BALLARD stated that when he departed the

- at approximately 5:45 P.M., April 4, 1968, there wer
He st
he paid no particular attention to these perscns and
anyone in this group whom he knows,

persons walking around im fromt of the motel.

unable to recall
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On April 23, 1968, SA's HOWELL S. LOWE and WILLIAM H.
LAWRENCE interviewed an individual identifying himself as JAMES
ELMORE PHILLIPS, |JR., who resides at 1592 Short Street, Memphis,
Tennessee, and who is a senior at LeMoyne College, 807 = 25
Walker Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee.

Mr. PHILLIPS advised that on or about March 30, 1968,
he checked into room 315 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry,
Memphis, and continued to stay there until the late afternoon
of April 4, 1968. He stated he well recalled the arrival of
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, Southern Christian
Leadership Confeqence, in Memphis on the morning of April 3,
1968, and recalled that Dr. KING and several of his Southern
Chrlstlan Leaderghlp Conference (SCIL) Staff associates checked
into the Lorraine Motel on April 3, 1968, with Dr. KING staying -
in room 306 on the second floor, whlch was several doors north
of the room occu‘led by PHILLIPS,

PHILLIX stated that he left the motel about 5:45 p.m.-
Thursday, April 4, 1968, with some of his associates, CHARLES -
BALLARD, CHARLES{LAVERNE CABBAGE, JOHN BURRELL SMITH, and :
EDWINA HARRELL, who also had been staying at the motel. PHILLIPS
stated he left o% foot, walked south on Mulberry to Butler Street,

west on Butler to Main Street, where he caught a #45 |"Walker Homes'
bus, a city bus, |[going south on Main Street, catching this bus
almost immediately after arriving on Main Street.

He stated he rode this bus to South Memphis and walked
to 1644 Hanauer, |apt. 2, the apartment currently occupied by JOHN
B. SMITH. He stated upon arrival at the SMITH residence, someone
had on the television and they heard the report on television that
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., had been shot at approximately 6:01
p.m., &as he stood|on the sec@nd floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel.

PHILLIPS stated that at no time during the |period in
which he stayed at the Lorraine Motel did anyone, to |his recollection,
inquire as to where Dr. KING was staying or as .to which room was
being occupied by Dr. KING and he saw no imdividuals |in the area
arousing his suspicions. .

PHILLIDS stated that he paid no particular |attention

to the buildings|on South Main Street just west of the Lorraine
Motel and recalled seeing no one look out any of the [windows in

45
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those buildings during the late afterncon of April 4,
when he was in the process-qf leaving the motel.

PHILLIPS stated that as he was walking from
motel toward the bus stop, as indicated above, he did
see anything of an unusual nature.
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PERSONS. AT JIM'S GRILL,
418 SOUTH MAIN STREET,
ON APRIL 4, 1968
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