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ME 44=1987 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

• ·• 
On A ril 19 11 1968 11 th~ w~~himgto~ Field ffice 

initiated a check @f file&i,J @f t!lil® P~s~pwll?t Off ice, m ted 
States Departm~Dt of St~t® 9 ~@llll©®r~img JAMES EARL Y, 
and Dothing id~ntifi$bl® with MY w~~ l@C$tedo A further 
check is underlay ~t the Wa~llili@gt@l111 N~ti@@~l Recor Center 
at Sui tlan.d 11 M_(yl~!Iil.d 11 illll retir®d p®s~p@rt :f il.<es .- _ · 

Xn @~der t@ c@v~~ th® poo~ibility thats -ject 
MY may b~ve rec®ntly been i~~~®@ ~ ~~~sp@rt a~d t e 
record thereof I h:&d not be®!lil. rec~ i v~d i fill Wa:llll hli lill.gt@lll ,. Mr • 
EDWARD STOKEN, Pim~sp@rt ~ffi©e 9 ~~lillt ~ teletyp~ mes age 
t® ~11 pa~~p@r ~ge~cie~. The P®~~p@rt Office in 

On April 19 9 1 68 9 Mr. ROBE~T D~ JOB~~~, Actil!ll.g D rector, 
P~ssport Office, teleph@nie~llJ ~dvi~@d SA ICEN][ETH HASER 
tha~ all passp rt agen©ie~ h~d t®l@typed W~~hi~gt@~ that 
their rec@rds re l!1l.®g~tiv@ ©@l!ll.©®~~ing MY. 

Mro OIIDNJSON furth@r ~dvi~~d t~~t he h~d ·ssued 
instructions w ereby the D~ty ~ffi©®r @f the ~s~p rt 
Office was ale ted ©@ID!~erlllliimg MY ai.lill.«ll. il!ll.lfl1tructiens ~ere 
made t@ :all p~$~port ~gencie~ t@ r@f®r i!!llmlledi~tily to the 
neare~t FBI of*ice ~ny inf@~!ll!!l$~1@!!1l. ©@l!ll.~ernil!ll.g RAY nd his 
intended trave. 
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ME 44-1987 

The eri@d @f, tlh\i!S! jj,"@}PJ@E't pr®c®d®s tlb1® la:, t perio4 date 
cf the l~~t re ort 9 ~~ thi~ ll"®p@rt ©@~t~i~ illllv@st~gation which 
for ·reas@ns ~f b:irewity wer® @@t i!lll~llllld®cdl illll the l~i 
report. 

•·· · J!AlMi' f@.?' @tih®ll:" @ff i~®~ ©©lllltillllllll® t@ lb<ei !!let (O)Ut 
by more exp®di,i@~~ ~®~llll~•tlb1~@ by r®p@rt 9 ~@di it w uld 
serve llll@ Plllllf.:~,-~; t@ li~t ~llll©~.,Jl®?Jicdl~ i1m tfmi~ rep@~}~.:,:::-: . . ,,,, 

lrt $1~©\lnld lb® llll@t®<dl tlhl!filt :illll tlln® inr«::erview~· 
with person~ w o W®ll"® ~t Ji~ 0

~ ~rill 9 41~ S@wth M~ n 
Street 9 ~llll th® ~ight @f 4/~/~~ ~t. ~b@ut th® time @f the 
murder 9 ~hey r~p~~t ~®®illllg ~ wlb!~ .Mu~t~llllg parked~ m~st 
:U,ln\ front. ©f Jim 'lliil IG:ir:Ull. Tltn@ ©Wllil~ll" @f ·tlbli~ MustliillDll has 
tn(O)t b®®lfi\ l~c.~t~~ ,~llll<dl lhl~~ lllHQl; v@ll\ll!lllt®.wil:, ©(Q)mie f~!"~j,• · .. 
It is IIllO>t be~:i,®'lt.~<dl tlhumt tlhli~ ll\Ul~timmtg ifSl pcertiime~'ft ·.· o tbi 15 
il!llvestigiati@n·· :aim@ ~h@lllll«il llll(Q)it lb@' ©@imf~~re«il w:tt:h tlie , ustang 
th~t w~s park®d j~st ~outh @f C®llllip® AD\Ul~®oent C@lllll ~@yp 

424 so~th M~inlstre®t 9 i!lll w~i©h ~~~ it i~ b®li<ev~d the 
subje~t fled f~@D tlhle ~c®@®. Tlhl® ~~i~® ~©ellll® di~g am 
on page 4 ~f r,fell"®llll~®<dl ~®~~hi~ ~®p@rt illlldic$t~~ t e 
po~iticns 9 or wh~t 1$ b®li@v@~ t@ b@ tlhl@ ~P~~@xim~ e 
p(O)~iti@DSp '@f th® tw@ ~hit@ ~\Ul~t~@g~ ~~ ~®llllti@~®d b~ve. 

INFOlRMANTS 

. All pffi~ie~ ihl®.W® lb®®ll!!. :i!:'@~lill®~t®«il t«:» l!lll~int in 
~©nt~~t in t~i~ ~~tter with C)l"i~i!Mll 9 ~®Clill)l"ity 9 ~!llld 
racial illllf(Q)rmart~. 

T!hl® ~e~plhli~ «Jlff:fi.©® lhl~~ mrreil!))it1millllte<dl ~@imt:ac . with. 
inf~rm~~t~ 9 n@Fe @f ~lhl@~ lhl~w® b®®@ ~ble t@ f~r~i~h any 
p~~itiv® inform~ti@m r®g~~<dlt@g. tlhl® ~~bj~©t @~ bi~ 
~here~ b«>uit~. 

LEAD 

MEMPHXS 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



\.·Copy to: 

UNITED I serES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE­
FE I ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Report of: SA JOE Co OSTER 
Date: April' 30 9 1968 · 

Office: !Ml®mphlis 

Field Office File No.: ME 44=1981 Bureau File No.: 44=38861 

Title: JAMES EARL MY; 
Dro MARTIN LUTHE K!~@ 9 JRo = VlCTXM 

Charader: CIVIL RIGHY'S - q)NSPXUCf;; 
UNLAWFUL FL!@m' r AVOXD OO~Wl~EMENT = R~BBER~ 

Synopsis: Photogr!llph~ of ~~bjiEJct RAY ®Xlh\ibi t®d tl!j) per~ons sit r, oming 
house 9 422½ Soutn M~in Stl!."®®t 9 ~@mphi~v to persons a~ 
Rebel Mottal 9 Memphi~:9 ~i:il.d t@ cl@rk lit Oliver Rexall Drug 
Store 9 Whiteh~ven 9 Te~~®~~ee, wltb@~t effecti~g ~ positive 
identificiation. j S~le~a~irn ®.il; W@.irk l!l!."mfl]il 9 M:empb.isi, whol . 
$Old binocul~r~ ~ndicated be could not positively i~ntify 
.1968 pb.ot@griaplhl of JAMES MlR.lL Rli.Y :ill.~ bino<Gular purchaser 
lbut believ~s tbf!il~ ph<Q>t«»gxr~plhl itf§'J i«llellil.tical with purclh.~ser. 
Additional int.<.er~:i<ew~ wi tlhl @©icup~ llllt~ of L@rraine Mot,1 · 
set out 9 includi~g il!ilt@irview~ with ~w. GEORGIA M. DAVIS 
rand Mrts. LUCRETI!A\ lB. WAR[)) 9 wlhl@ de~C:i!,°:UJ~ ~ctivitiies :b)nmediately 
prio:ir- to murd®.ll".I Per~oli».~ w!m@wis.ir~ ~t ·JJim 0 s Girillp 4~8 
Sou~h M!aillh Stx-e(e)lrt; P M<e!lll!lJitili~ 9 @fill 41:/4/~8 inteirvi. rewed. ~nfor-
mat1on reg~rd.:ing _~m~l"g®lllCJ r~@m tr~@t!lll!lent of. victim. Jf{ING 
set fortlhl o lnf@tmml!liti@n ll"®glffird:!l.l!ilg Al~biil!llll1i driyer 's l~cense 
lfillld ~utom@bile r~gi~tr~ti@lll i!lil. titl® l!l\~~ @f ERlC STARVO 
GALT ~et f~rtho I F©.ll"m®r m~Tu~g®~, C@rntiniental D~nce studio, 
New OrlS:ll!ll~ p wu,i~i!ll).lllllfil p lo~~te<d! Ifill[)),@ lllll!Mil.bl~ t© rec~ll that 
~ubject attend@dl Uni~ ~~fm@@l in N®W Orl~®.lll~. L~bor~ 

1 

ory 
f indill'Jlg~ ~®t f@~

1

tn reg@rdli!lllg @wi@®llM.;:® l@©~tce«il ~t Memphis o 

lL!at<ern.t fillll.g~r'J!.llfillliltl§l f©l!ll!!ii<dl Ol!ll tlm® Remiingt@llll M@cdl®l 160 I rifle, 
on the tel~~c~pip ~ig~t, o@ th@ bi~©~~l~~~p @nth® new~paper, 
@nth~ !'a.ft~~=~~~r® l@ti@llll b©ttl@, ~llild ©ml. th~ Schlit~lbeer 
C®.llll. lh\~v@ $.ll b®®lllll i<dl.®llllt:if i®dl with th® fill'l\gelfprint~ of the 
~ubj<ecto HARRY SER0 9 f@~m®W j~iln~t® ~t Mi~~@uri St~te 
Penrd.t®llll~i!iil.lt"y, i~t<erviieiw®dl. .&dlditi©!mfill.l p<ell:'SlOlmi!:ll Wh© X'f)l§lided 
Economy Rooming H@~~® 9 ~~~8 Highl®llild Avenme~ Bi~mingham» 
locaitEld ~lrll.d illll.tetview®dl, witlhl llil®g~:tivie i!"®[Slll!lt~. Memkilis 
City Engiime<er :mme

1

!!11.i~Hlllf'®<dl <di~trrulril~® fir@llllil '$7ID1~ll"® :6lh0>t f ir<6fi to 
whver~ victim :6ltr1uck @.~ 2l@'d' f@@t. J!N VXEW 01' THE CRIJE .FOR 
WHICH SUBJ'ECll.' lE~XlW@ rsJ(Q)ltJJ@Ef, HE ~HOUJLIDl BE C{))NSXDERED 4\RMED 
AND nAHG norms O 1 • . I 

This document contains neither recommendationj nor conclusions of t:~:I. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned l your agency; it and· 
its contents are not to be distributed lfutside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Da~ Ap~il 25, 1968 

Ph<,t<J>gro,plw of JJil!ES EARL RAY taken in l!15J, 1960, 
and 1966 1 and @flth~ b®d~pread t~©@wer~d at Memplhli~ d~ 
April 4, 1968 9 w,~e ~h@wn t@ M'it". CHARLIE QUITMAN STE~HENS, 
ApartmeB;rt 6B 9 422½ Smutlm l!iil~illil. ~t:ir®®t 9 M®mplhli~ v Texrn.e,~e~. 
STEPHENS said th~ 1~55 allild l~Sij ph@t@graph~ of RAY w~re n@t 
familiar t@ him 9 I but he ardlwi~ed th~ 1966 pr@file plhlo!

1

@graph 
of RAY appei~lfiing in WffJJJ.lllt®rdl Fly~:il:' 442=A ~ Aplfil ,19 9 19 8 9 and 
Id®ntifi©mti@llil Or~®r 41~~ rdlat®d Ap:iril ~0 9 196~ 9 l@~k d lik~ 
th~ man h® ~mw :il* A,p~:irib.1i:m®llil.t 5~ ~~ Apll"il 4 9 l9l6~ 9 ta]Jlting to 
Mr.~. BESS IE . Blllh'II,~. ' STEPJEIENS ~~id h~ · @miJ,J ~tal.W th® m~ltll O ~ .. 

JPl:it'@f 11® illil. th@ 1bl@~1f«11i.ng lhl@m1.1~@ ~.lli!rdl :ai.~ ~ :)];'~~illll t ©@@lrdl 9lillly ~ay 
th® pr©fil~ )Pllbl@t~gwaplhl @f RAJ' iID1 1@(6\15\. l@@k.@«11 W!l&:i!.";f !liiilllll]lbl lik<e 
th® ab~w~ iliiil®llilti©fil®«1! m~~ iirn R@@m ~~o . 

· ijTEP!fl! SJ ~3ll.i<dl h~ iMil.<dl Rn®w~:ir ~<ei®rn t.lhla b@©l~JP):i!." ~(di @l" 

iil.llllf ~illmliltaJ.11" b~d~ ll"'~&ll.<d ®i tlhl®lf it' tlm~ lr@@fflifilg lhl@llll~~ @r'' iirn~h.e)re 
(f&l~@o 

SA STEPHEN Mo ~ARLXNG-TON~j~~ 4/25/68 
_by , . Date dictated -

1

--,------

. This document contains neither ,~ecommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property oi the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents I are ·not to be distributed outside your agency. 
. I . 
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• FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date --=A=r:....:;:-:l=---=2=5:::...r,...........:.l=..:9:::....:6:::....:8=---

Photogr
1 

ph~ of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955 1960, 
and 1966 9 and of ~he bed~pread re~overed at Memphis, . 
Tennessiee, Ap:ll"il ~ 9 1968 9 w~re ~h(O)Wln to Mr. WILLIAM C¥A,RLES 
ANSCHUTZ 9 Apartme~t 4B 9 422½ South Main Streetj MemphfSp 
Tennesseeo He ad~~i~ed n@ne @f the men in the photographs 
were familiar t@ im llll.ndl. that lble W@1!lllcd n(O)t be able to/ 
id~~tify the mmD e ~illl.W r1!llnmli!lilg ~@Willl tlhl~ hall @!lil Apri} 4j 
1~'68 9 in tlhle Jlate aft®:il"!lil©©n mfti:ei:ll:' lhl~a:il:"ill1lC1 th® ll'D.@isi<eJ w~i~lm he 
tl!ilOJ1!llght wa~ a ~hcrt 9 1ru,~ tlhl~ llil1\&ll.l!ID. W8!~ ©@veriimg hi~ face 1·wi th 
hi~ a:irll!El &ll.S llile ll."ial.!n cdll.O)Wlll tlm~ hall O 

6l 

On _4_/_2_4_/_6_8 __ at --1-_M_e_m-'--p_h_i_~.....:.9_T_e_ll'il_mi_~_!§l_~_ia_~ ___ File # Memphits 44-1987 

SA STEPHEN Mo nARLINGTPN:jap 4/25/68 
by I · Date dictated _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBl. It is the property of llhe FBI an(!. is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents lire not to be distributed outside your agency. 

. I . 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 1 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES\GATION 

\ 
1 \1, Date Apr 1 25, 19fS 

\ I \· 
'· 

Photogr phs ·of JAMES EARL RAY tak~n 1955, 1960, 
.and 1966, and of ihe bedspread recovered at\Mempbis, 'pril 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs •. BESSIE RUTH·BREWER,\Room No.2, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis 1 Tennessee. ·she said she 
had looked at the I bedspread on· April 4, 1968·, ··.when it was 
displayed to her ~fter being recovered by the Memphis Police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming ouse 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in ~er 
life. Mrs. BREWER said non~ of the men in the phot~gtaphs 
shown her were fa~ilia~ to h~~. Sh~ f~rther advised lhat 
she did not belier1 

e she wi01uild lf®©@gni~e the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were t@ 9~walk ui-tl and say hell to 
me right now." ·s a said she <dlidl 111ot look at the man I . 
called WILLARD "squarely in the facei1 and as a result does 
not think she will be able to i~entify him$ 

7 

April 24, \P6~8-_M_e_m_;pc._· h_i_s_,;;__T_e_n_n_e_~_s_e_e __ FiJe # Memphi 44-1987 , 

by SA STEPHEN M~ iARLINGT()N:jap Date dictated 4,/25/~8 . 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of tJe FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents arel not to be distributed outside your agency. I 

On 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4•15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1, Date Ap 11 25, .. ,.J.·988 ---'-+------'--~--

Photo~

1

raplis. of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 195 ; 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedsp:read recovered at Memph_is, Tennessee, 
April 4, ·1968, were shown to Mr. BERTIE~. REEVES, A·artment 3, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee~· Be 'ady~~,~ ~~ne 

· of the men· in t • e photographs were familiar to him a.pd . that . 
he had never sen the bedspread or any bedspread sim lar to it . 

...... s.·· 

8 

. # Memp is 44-198?? Fife ~---,_.;-+---.---__,..----,--,. 
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FD-302 (Rev._4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES:Y-:IGATION 

1 Dat.e __ A ___ p_r,-11_2_5-..;.,_1_86_8 __ 

M:r. FMNK BREWER9 Room No. 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, Memphis, !Tennes~e«t,_. advised he never saw the an · 
registered as JOHN WILLARD,.'at the boarding house. 

· PhotogJaphs of JAM,ES EARL RAY take.n in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966 1 and ot'".lthe bedspread recovered at Memphis o 
April 4, 1968 9 w~re shown to Mro BREWER,and he advise nQne 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him. e 
also stated he·~ 1d never seen the bedspread or any be spread 
similar to it., 

On 4/24/68 at lempbis,. Ten:easee Filo# . Mempb, s 44-1~, .. 

SA STEPHEN M • D~
1 

Rl.<J, NG, .. TON_: j ap . j /25/AR .,.. -~ 
by ------------+-_.._....::-._..;. _______ Date dictated f · ·· '1(~--- . --

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBl .. ;d· i~''.i;;~;d to 
your agency; it and its contents !ll'r -~ot to be distributed ·outside your agency, I I Iii ,.,. .. ,, 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-/>4) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date Aplil'· ·25 e ·1968 

_ Mrs. C ~LIE STEPHENS, Apartment· 6B, 422½ -outb 
Main Street, Mem his, Tennessee, advised she never· $ w. _the 

·man registe~~d i[to Roomisa·._op.. April 4, l968_p. as.~sh,e' .was_-
sick in. bed that :entire· week. ··. · .... · ... 

Photog, aph$. of JAMES EARL UY taken. in· 195 , ·196(), 
and 1966, and ofl the bedspread re()overed at ,-Memphis .n ·. _ 
April 4., 1968, •~re shown to Mrs.- STEPHENS 9 and s!le dvi•ed 
nobe· of. t~e men lin _the ppotcafo•~phs. were f~miliar to . ,She 

· also st&&ttd ffiJ\e·. i,.d neve~ ~@@n the bedspirf)ai or iany 
bedsp:r@ad:,simi'tla, . to i;t bef6llfff. 

SA STEPHEN. M DA,L INGT()N: j ap 4/28/.1.1 
by -. ___ .,...,,..,,...,......,'.-.-·---:-1 --:------------Da~e dictated ---...-.--......-.---,..,~-

' . 
· . Thia dQoqm1mt !lQ. ntl:1in1.1 n@!t ___ llflf re,:i9m111enda.tions n_or conclusions of the FBl, It.is the Property o the FBI and is loaned to 

ygm l.\lfl'lnPlVi •~ 1md U11 11~ntantij Qf8 ·~ot to l:>e distributed outetde your agency. . . · · · · · . : · · . · .· ·. . · 
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ME 44-1987 
JWB:ngm 
1 

. Vari~us photographs of ERIC S. GALT were hown to -
ithe following ndividuals on April 18, 1968, by SA' 1 JOHN W ... 

. BAUER and HARL Y E. GYLFE at Memp,iis, Tennessee: . 

. : BESSIIE BREWER9 422½ s~~:;~ 'Main Street; .! 

FRANI<l BREWER 11 422½ Sot'ftll Main Street; 
CHAR~ES STEPHENS 9 422f ·soµth Main Street; 
ANNA CHIU:slTINE KELLY y M'.~n~g<er 9 Rebel Mote 9 

. 3 66 Lamar Avel!ilue; c~c::. · 

HENRETTA HAGEMASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Mrtel, 
3466 Lamar Avenue; · 

VICTtjR DUPRETP ow~er, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar 
Aj~nue; I 

SARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466. Lamaf Avenue; 
SAD! MC KAY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lami.r Avenue. 

The Jbove individuals stated that the phQ~ographs: . 
shown to them df ERIC S. GALT do not in any way loq familiar 
~t~. I .. 

l,l 1 
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PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL 
3466 LAMAR AVENUE .. · 
Mll:MPHIS, TENNESSEE 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date Ap il 23, 1968 

Mrs. NRIETTA HAGlilllASTER, Desk Clerk, Reil 
Motor Hotel, 346 Lamar Avenue$ Memphis, Tennessee, was 
shown various phptographs of JAMES EA:JtL RAY and advi~ed 
that none of these photographs looked familiar_ to he~. 
She added that s~e still felt that she would be unable -
to reco,nize thej indi~idual who registered at the mo~el 
as ERIC s. GALT even if she had a face-to-face conf:r ntation 
with him. 

13 

On 4/22/68 . at Memphis, Telllllllliessee File# Mem;phi~ 44-1987 

--, I----

This document contains neiJher recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the proper y of the FBI and is lolll).ed to 
your agency; it and its contJnts are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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l . , . . ... 

variou: phlOltographs ,of JAMES1

: EARL R!Y_; :wer,~ 
'
1
the following i:n~ividua.ls oro1, 'April l;.f);;:, 1968, by SA. :J 
BAUER.at the Reb 1 Restaurant 9 3464 1!.ainariAvenue, Me 
Tennessee: 

METHEL STACKS, wai tr@l§ls »· , Rebel Rest~urant; 
,, • • ', ' ! ,",<j I ,- • • •. , ' 

shown .'t'o 
HN·,W. '' 1

, 

phts·,; 

JOYCE ' o FOLLIS$ ·wait:ir~:sS,fl 'Rebel Restauran ; 

JUANX'!.'t WILSON,. co<;>!<;, Reb<il Restaurant;· · 

L. v. CAMPBELL~ cook, Re~~l Restaurant. 

.1 

The ab, ve individuals sta~ed: the photograp s ·.sho:wn 
to theim of JAMES EARL RAY are l!lliot in any way familia~ to.them . 

. .. ·~4 '' • ' ' 

. I 
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OLIVER REXALL DRUG STORE 
WUITEHA VEN 2 TENNESS'EE 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Mrs. EGGY BROWNv 4810 Richland, was inteJiewed 
at her place of I employment·p Oliver Rexall prugstore, Highway 
51 South, Whi.te Havenf Teni)esse~" at whi7n·,. time ,~,pe vi7wed 
the photograph c;>f ERIC STAF.';V'O GALT wherein \·.GALT .11.s epicted . 

with his e::: :t::: :::ts:t:u:::::::a::e;:::::::: d:::::ation: 
the individual tho was in _tlie dru•a-1rore on(April 3.~- 1968, She 
advised that th~ individual·, in t~ store was genera-~ly 
of the same age I as GALT u :had the same color

1
: hair, a~d 

similar type co~plexion. ,/ Phot.ograpb of GAL:.f appe~Jd to 
resemble the inaividual 7.n t.he manr,er of bUij.ld il). a ge~eral way. 
She advised tha~ she is ~,mable to s~y if this iS; ~k r c;time . 
person who was li.n the st~?,reo She coµld not:1 say whe-q.her the 
facial charactefistics d~pict.e.d i. n th~ pho~~.9'~,aph a1e similar 
to the man who made tJ:te pun:ha-s:,. She advi~,.d she ~oes not . )r 
have a good recbllectioq. of the pe~$<)n,_ and ·~y be a~le to . ,;,1~. 
identify this ihdividual if she were ito see h;~m in ersonc 6 ' : . 
She_ could not cbmrnent regarding the eyes, nosf, and other facial 
characteristics[ depicted in the photograph as\she· dCi>es_·not know 
if they are sim · lar to the customer who purcha~ed· .tie Gillette 
razor kit. · · · 

16 

On 4/19/68 at Memphis@ Tenne~see File# ME 4 .... 1987 

by SA ANDREW SLrulN;raj Date dictated I. 4/19/68 

This d6cume1:1:t cont~ins neitherlrecommendatio~s n_or conclusi,ons of the FBI. It js th~ property Jc the FBI -and i~ loap~d to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . . ·/. I 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A......,_· r_i_l...:._2_5 ...... - ,'---1_9_6~8_· ~ 

Mr. R-{lLPR MERED ITH CARPENTER, 4844 Durbin Street, . 
. Memphisg Tennessee 11 a salesman at the York Arms Com any, 

162 South Main Street II Memphis, was shown a group o~ pictu:res . . 
taken on differ~nt dates of JAMES EARL RJ\.Y, FBI No •. 1405 942 G~ _· 
Mr. CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken Marcl 28, 1955, 
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of the : 
individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell b noculars . 
on April 4, 1968. He said th.at the purchaser of th binoculars 
did not have any bea~d or ~u$tache but his facial f atures 
resembled those I in tllne March 28 9 . 1955, photograph o~ RAY. . 

· CARPENTER said ~he 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, s shown 
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks mo e like the I . . 
binocular pu~ch,ser than any picture he has seen to date. 
CARPENTER menti,ned that he doe~ not recall a protr ding left 
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on hiS face. He 
said he could not positively identify this 1968 pi~ ure of 
JAMES iARL RAY tt.s being a picture of the binocular·· urchaser 
above mentioned! but he believes that it is. 

' ·vf 
;' 

18 

On __ 4_/_2_2_/_6_8 __ at __ M_em--=-p_h_i_S~9 _T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e ___ File # Memph s 44-1987 

b SA RALPH Jo IEWiR: j ap D t d' t t d 4/25/68 
y · 1 a e 1c a e --+--------

This document contains neither ~eco~mendations.nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property h the FBI ~dis loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents I are not to be distributed outside your agency. . ' . 
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THE W~~ID MMEL, 
MEMPlHCII,!,_ T~E~&SJEE 
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. F-=RAL. BURfAU.OF _INVESTIGATIOe 

··.r 
. . Mr~. NORMAN (GEORGIA M.) .DAVISi, 733 Cec_il Avenue, ... -:··1: 

Lbuisvill~, Ke ,tucky, _was interviewed ~t her re3s:i.da1rnce •. She · · .. f:; 

·. ,furnished .the j°Uowin1t informat,ion: ·• .. ' __ C-~•~--. :-: :~!'.: 
· : · She "i!s a Kentucky State Senai,tor· from the ~3rd . - . . · J;. 

District. of Lo~isville 9 Kentuckll'. Slhle is also a. Bo~rd member:. . 
and Cha·irman o~ the Finance Committee of the Kentucf.y· Cm-istian · 

· .Leadership Con~erence (KCLC) which is affiliated with· the . . 
Southerlll Chris1iian Leadership Conferel!1lce (SCLC) • 

.. . :· . ,' Mrs• l~AWIS .in· the company of Mrs O JLID{:J[E' ·W~RJ)) aind Rev o 

A.D. WILLIAMS NINO of Louisville, Kentucky, were•in Memphis,· 
Tennessee at ttte Lorra~ne Motel on April 4, 1968. lhleir pur-
pose was to pa~ticipa te in a march scheduled in Mem. ltnis 9 ·. 

On 

Tenl!1lessee for ~pril 5 P 1968_; :to be led by the late Dr. MARTIN · 
LUTHER KING, ~JH1·• Mrs. DAVIS volunteered the follow~ng ~s baick­
ground data co~cerning ,the activities of herself 9 MfS· WARD and 

... · Revo A.D. WlLL~AMS KING\i~ediately prior to their YI isit to 
· · Memphis P Tenl!llessee. \. · . · · 

Ollil M:mrch 23, 1968, Mrs. DAVES all'lld Mrs. WARD left .. 
Louisvilleg Ke,tucky 9 _ traveling in Mrs. WARDvs CadilJL~c 2utomo- , 
bile 9 to go to Florida for a v·ac~ tion. On the 1rnigh~ CCPf March 
23 9 1968, they stayed at a Holiday .. ,:n:mum Motel imeair Bft'mingham. 9 

AJLab1B1ma O p(C)ssi~ly locai ted on iiighwai'y,.,.~l. The l!lle:n:t f ~Y tlbley drove 
to Flairida where they stayed at a HowarQ Johnson Mo el in the . :, . . :'i.' 
vicini.ty of For\t Wmlton Beach. On Marc!m''-2J? 9 1968 9 ·lbley dlrove to .. . ·· t 
Pai!Illaim.ai City,, F1

1

orida 9 where they l'el.lllted ki tc~ell'll.ette #4 of tlme 1 
Treasures Isla11!'ll~ Motel -which was, operated by BUD _FlAiTJrN\GS and 
his wife FRANCES e These individuals also ownec!'"t.he netairby 
S11.1u!llglow Motel. I When Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD occupt~d ki tchellllette 
#4 ~t the Treas~res Island Motel, no other illlldividu1·1s were 
occupying the motele · 

- Oim Ap~il l, 1968, .Rev. A.D. WILLIA~S KING of Louis-
ville flew to P~nama City and was met mt the 2irpor by Mrs. 
WARD and Mrs .. DIVIS, and on that date, he occupied Ille kitchenette.' 

4-15-68 at Lolisville·, ·Kentllcky File# LS 44-9 7 
I -+------:-_.;__;_ 

· b SA WARREN L WALSH . WLW/ds D t -·d.· t t d .4=16-6 8 · Y • I . a e 1c a e , 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

. your agency; it and it-a contents are J' ot to be distributed outside your agency.. . 
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i, 

. next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed 

. About 9:30 a.m. 9 April 3 9 1968 9 Mrso WAR 9 M:rs .. DAVIS · 
and Rev. KING lleft Treasures Island M(Q)tel in Mrs. ARD's .auto= 
mobile for the~ purpose of going to Memphis D Tennessee p to parti= 
:cipate in the scheduled. April 5, 1968 9 march. Mll"s[. WARD left 

. some of her c othing in kitchenette #4 at the Trea~ures Island 
Motel as ·she ~lanl!led to· return to the motel after 

1

the m~rcl'm fer 
further va.cat:iloirn:iltllg~ MrsL DAVIS does not believe 1that the owners 
of the motel P I the HASTINGS 9 kl!llew at the time Mrs. DAVIS al!lld h~r 

· .. comp~:mions le~t the motel that they were going to ~emp:biis 9 but 
the HASTINGS ~id know tlhla t Mrs. WARD pla1nl1lled to. lfe~ult"llil in· ai. f.ew . 
days to the motel. . 

. Mrs! DAVES later learne<II that when Mrs. I Aru>, becaUSe 
of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KXNG 9 decided mi9t;to further 
vacation in Florida and! had flown to Panama City Of:! April 6_p · 
1968 9 to obtain the rem~inder cf her c1Qthing 9 thal! M:tr.·amid · · 

.. ·· .. • Mirs. HASTING~ [had expressed some displeasure to Mlr~ o WARD. 
. · about having a\S guests Mrs • WARD g . Mrs • DAVIS. :am.id ~ev o A oD. 

· WILLIAMS KING.I Mrs. DAVIS believed ~he HASTXNGS .OJ,igilDlally . 

used to pas to~ a church. there. · . . , .. ·. 
came firom Bir➔ingham and recalled that Rev. A. o_D o ILL IAMS KIN.G. ··•· 

· · Mrs .1 :'.DAVIS and Mrs. WARD amid! Rev. KING a rived in . 
Memphis 9 TermnJssee fr<QJm Pallllama City P Florida 9 · and -lr.egis tered .:_ : i ., .. 

at the Lorrairte Mortel 1a1t about l a.,mo0 April 4v·l968. Rev. 
KING and Mll"S. JJDJAVJCSr did the registe.ring ia!J?d Mrs. ]DjAVIS occupied 
Room 201 and 

1
rs. WARD. Room 207. 

0 

· 

ImmE:fdl.iB\.tely upon their arrival at the L rraine · 
Motel 9 Mrs. w4RD 9 Mrs. DAVIS and Rev .. A .. D. WILLIAMS KING started._. 
making inquiry of other guests at the motel as to lthe where= ·. 
abouts: of Rev~ KING us brother 1 . Dro MART.IN LUTHER ~ING. He could 
not be locate1 at the motel and HOSEA WILLIAMS re~arked that 
Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting at a church 9 t~e name of 
which Mrs. DA~IS recalls as th_e Church ·of the Mim~~al Sal3\ry 
(Phonetic) o llir'S o WARD 9 Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING -v~en went to 
the church but Dr. KIN~ was not there. Rev. ANDRE1w YOUNG and 
some other pedple 9 idlen tit ies not known to Mrs. DAIVIS but 
appearing to be·p(Q)ssibly local pastors. and minist~rs 9 were hold= 
ing a meeting lat the church.· A man called uvcABBAuE 00 w:ms speak= 
ing at the me ting when Mrs. DAVIS and :her comp2ni!ons ~rrived 9 · 

·~ 
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but Mrs. DAVIS &.ll'i\d .her ·compairaiol!hs di(i not stay 2't . the meeting 
upon .learning r. KING.was not there Mrs. DAVIS nd her com..,,· 

- · p2llllions went tlo a smaller room in the chu.nrch whe're they met' 
· Rev. JESSE JAqKSON from Chicago 9 Illinois and conv rsed with 

Rev. JACKSON for a few minutes. .· · 

. Mrs. DAVIS and her companions thereafter returned to 

. ,- : 
·, 

! ;- '. 

· went to RolQ)m 301. -Her~ .. they· conversed among thems lves. with · · 
the d~or to t~e motel room open for about an hou.lt" ran hour 

- _.· · ai.nd a llll:IDlf a t~1Which point Mrs. DAVIS .napJP)ene'd! to o serve a taxi 
·cab 9 identity mot recalled, arriving •t the motel nd to depart· 
from the C[albi r. MARTIN LUTHER Kl!:NG 9 Rev. RALPH AB ATHY 9 . · · . 

and Rev. BERN~RD _LEEo Mrso WARD immediately wemit. u.nt alill4,._in-
-vi ted the three individuals into Rqom ·207. · Doct(Q)r KING a'i:id~- . 
his compalll\iOllll~ joined Mrs. DAVIS and her comp:ailtltion -~n Room _. · ~ _: 
207. After a_p]P)roximately five minutes Revs. ABERN THY-and__ : ., __ .; 
LEE left the oom, . presumably. to ·go to their owq r Cllms. · Mrs~; 
DAVIS 9 Mrs·. W IU), Dr. KINQ a.qd Rev •. K,ING remained 0

111\ .Room.207 
until ~bout"5·a.m. when.Dr. KING left 9 advising he wais going to 
J:l,oom 306. 

·-. .. . Dur ng the conversation by ther-:_above in4. vidua ls in 
.: ·aoom 207 no·o~e ·made any mention of indic,tion that they-were 

•" ~-- ---·fearfu.nl-._of :am, a.ttempt-~.being made that day Ol!ll D>.Y!:". ING 9 s ;,ife. 

. . Aft r Dr. KING left Room 207 9 Mrs. DAVIS also left . 
the room an~ ent to Room. 201. About one-half hou l~ter 9 

:·nr. KING came to Ro[))m 201 and visited with,MJrs.· DA'r!s frfnt about 
an hour 9 the alk consisting of general matters 9 M~s. DAVIS 

·_ rememberiltl\g s ecifically that during this time she ~meD.tioned: _,_'. 
_to Dr. KING t 

1

at Miss KATHERINE PEDIN of Kentucky as running 
for U0 S. Sena~or from Kentucky 9 and Dr. KING indic~ted he had 
met Miss PEDI as she had intel"viewed him ais • a mem'per,' of the. 

_President 0 s C mmission on Civil Disorders. Also during this . 
visit Mrs. DAlIS told Dr KING that in view of the~ mai rch in : . ·_, · · 
Memphis 9 Tenl!ll ssee having been rescheduled from April 5 to 
April 8, 1968 9 Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remai~ in Memphis 
over the week nd 9 but would return to Louisville. H~wever 9 Dro 
KING asked-that before Mrs. DAVIS made a final dee sion·he 
would like to tailk to her further about this butt at he had 
to leave ash ·had a strategy .. meeting planned! in·R om 306 at 
8 a .m. 9 April 4 9 196~ 9 .and he· anticipated he would l!."IS=C?ntact, 
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J . 
'her about her r'?Jcisiollll. :aibout noon~_April 4p 1968. 

1 

Slhlorfly·aifter Dr. KINC left Room 20lp Ml° WARD 
joined Mrs. DAVIS in Room 20JL where. they had coffe and con.., 
versed VJ!l1ltil aibout nool!Il when Mrs. WARD left. About l p .m. · .. • 
or 1~30 p.m. Df. KING·returned to Room 201 and adv~sed Mrs • 

. DAVIS that he needed to relax for a short while and left , 
Room 306 so as I not to be bothered unless impo.Il:"tarnllt lmatteiris' 

.. occurred. Fro~ Room 201 Dr. KING pho!l1led Room 306 ~nd spoke 
·. with Rev~. LEE fldvising Rev. LEE as to his where~boJ.ts aiimd 

ill1lf@lfimedl. Rev. LEE he did not want to be disturbed! tjillllle~s 
it was al!Il important matter. While in Room 201 Ol!Il this @ccasion 
Dr. KING m~de severBll phol!lle, c:alls using-a ciredlit ©~rd. Mrs. 
DAVIS rec~lls ~hat Dr. KING phoned his secretaryp noRA McDONALDp 
in Atlanta!> Gre(O)rgia 9 :aind also made a call t(O) New Y~rkp identity -1 

of persol\11. call~d llll(Q)t SJPlecif:i\.cBllly l!"Ellll!i.eimbelt"e<tlL by Mr~. DAVJ!S 9 but . 
possibly beingj a STAN LEVINS(Q)N (phonetic) or ai (FiJfst Nallllhe . ! 

:!. UilllkltllOWlnl) WAClllITEL .(JP)lhl~!!lletic) :ms Mrs. DAVIS had heaird Dr o KING /: 
.. :· speak of thesel individuals. I · / ·. · ·i_<; 

Ther~aftell" as Dr. KING was just dialillllg ~is m@th~i 
in Atlanta. 9 Geprgia 9 Rev. A,,Do WILLIAMS KENG came tnto Room ·. · .... 1 

201 and Dr. KING a!!lld Rev. AoD~ WILLIAMS KING coll1lversed with 
their mother t

1
blephl.0Jmically for a· few minutes.. Ab9ut 45 . 

minutes later Revs.ABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrso 
.;;, ·. DAVIS then· phohed Mrs. WARD and invited her to Ro~Jh 201.o Mrs •. 
· · .. -._ y/ARD did co;me r.o Room 201. 

1
. I ;, __ 

Shor[tly after Mrs. WARD 9 s arrival in Room 201-9 /Mrs. 

·and dry cleanieg storep name not recalledp located at Beale '_ 
~-q.~ •rhird Strerts. in Memphis. Mrs;,._ WARD had! takellll the clean=· 

WARD left to pick up some cleaning for M~s. DAVIS It a laundry 

ing to. th.is location earlier on April 4 9 1968 9 for Mrs. DAVISp . 
probably about 10 a.m. and as Mrs. DAVIS recallsp he .h~b~~-~-
accompanied on tha\ t occasion by ·Rev. A .,D. WILLIAMS1K-ING:- ·. · . 

During the absence of Mrs~-~~~~ .fr~m RoHoi' 201 9 :· 
--·1 I ,_. j 

CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGEP the attorney from Chicago 9 and Rev. ANDREW · ;. 
YOUNGp came to Room 201. Mrs. WARD returned from her visit . 
to tbe laundry very shortly thereafter 9 making a thtal of · 
eight individuals in the ro10>m. The above eight ind:iividuails · . 
conversed gem.eirally ullll.til about 5:45 p.m.owheB,1 Dl'~fKJIMG,aill)ll!l9µnced 
that he was g~ing to dim11er at tbe .home of . Rew o BI~LY KY.LES •. · . 
. in Memphis· and he· invi.tedl M.lr's. DAVIS to join him fpr. diimner 
33\t the Reve!C'ed,tPs home. She advised him that she rou].d Jllleed;. 

I I· ·/ .. 
\ I· . 
\· 

\ .23 I 
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. ab(l)ut 15 miriutfs' _or so to freshen up and· lie sta.~ed. he .. would 
' ; ·· go to his room./ and freshen up and· wait for her. M s •· DAVIS 

·. had just compi'~ted her prepara,tion· for le, ving for di'llllllller b(!':-. · · · .. 
. cause. she recafled that _she was ·standing in front (ff a mirror .·. _ 
·with lmer raincoat·on taking a last.look ms to her appearance .. 
when she heardl·a shot. She was stunirned for just a~ instant · : , 
but then immedliately went outside the room and hea~d :som_eone .:: 
yell:, Dr. KI.NG haid .just-been shot. She looked up.~qwmrdsr .· 
Room 306 and s~w what she is convinced were Dr.: KIN'G's· ·feet ·. 
on the bmlccny/ protruding· slightly over the: edge •. ·/Tlhleire • was ·: · 
~onsiderable confusion and panic and poli~e ~rriveq almost 
immediately. ~rs. DAVIS cannot be entirely certai1·of 
immediate evenFs fo1lowing 9 but as she recalls Rev ·JACKSON· 
was in the mot~l courtyard·at the time she\telnt out of Room 201 

· · as was Mrs. WARD·.· Mrs. DAVIS immediately proceede~ up to · 
where·Dro KING/was lying.and remail!lled in that vicijity until . 
Dr.· KING.wais .taken away in an ambulS!.nce which Mrs. DAVIS esti­
mates was. _apprcximatel~: 10 min~tes after she llllaittll hiard the shot. 

. . .. ~s. I DAVIS can recall no incident which ~he observed 
· after comill1lg opt of Room 201 ~ft~r the shot had bern fired which . 
. _she feels hais fll·ny bearing on ascertaining tlbl.e iden ity of the . .· 
. individual respollllsible for the- shot. · . ·. .· 
: . I . - .. . . . -

· Afte:ir D.rr. KXNG haid been taken from the mote1·1im an 
aimbula11rnce 9 Mrs/.· IDJAVIS recalls that Rev." JACKSON wa~~n the 

·courtyard and gave a press statement.· T~ereafter ij1 s. DAVIS 
went to the mo~el .office where slhle foul!1ld Mrs·. WARD who wa~ -~ 
orderill1lg coffee. Then Mrs. DAVIS and a man Mrs. D VIS recalls· 
as a HAROLD MIJnLER 9 possibly a local millllister flr'om Memphis_-Er ~-
Atl~ull.ta 9 w,ent ~o Room 207 to advise Rev. A.D. WILLrAMS KING-o""f~-
the shooting otf his brother. Rey. KING was asleep .and they · ·.,. '. 
did not succee~ in awakening him. Thereafter Mrs.· WARD came .. '. 
to Room 207 aritl.Mrs .. DAVIS-and the.man she believes was named 
MIL;LER, left __ thr room. ' . ' ' . ' ' ' I ' ' . ·, ' 

. . . . ,: ,.· La te.r ~Jll the night of April 4 9 1968 9 _pos~ibly around. 
···• .. · .· .. · ':8~30 p.m •. somebl!lle 9 Mrs •. DAVIS did not know who 9 felt that Mrs. 
. . · . ·•wARD 9 .Mrs·o DAV[S and Rev. A.O. WILLIAMS KING shoul& JID<Ot spend . 

. : >:~;/r.:;; :.- :i\the remainder bf that night at the Lorraine Motel ~md Mrs •. / .. 
. t':\}.i-;G\f :;/DAVIS· recalls. p:aicking her clothes and the three· of j them g;6ing · 
:\;::•/'··'. .. out·to the home of Rev. KYLES. After arrival at. this home 9 . 

:· ... ·_,.it was decided/ 21ga_in by someoime · llli~t known to Mrs •. ~AVIS j'tha t . 
Rev. KING wouUI remain at R::·_m.ES that evening rt ;r 

I 
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. ,·.··Mrs.·wARriand·Mrs~ DAVlS should spend-the evening ta• . ·.;< 
''.) '·H9ward Johnson \Motel i~ Memphis. ·, Mrs. WARD and Mr~~ DAVI,S , . \ 

·,: :: together with !individuals not now .reca.lled .went. to[ the· Boward. ': 
· <i Johnson MotelJ:h'e;rie Mrs;. WARD register$d for. the -t~o. of them,· 
. ;, but· the plans again cha:nged a~ Mrs. DAVIS redalls -f,iOSEA .. · · . · 
.· : . ." :WILLIAMS indi lated that_ Mrs~ DAVIS an~ her- companipns sho~ld · . 

. return to th~ Lcr.raine ;Motel for the evening. .Mrs. WARD and · . ., . 
··,, Ml!:'S:o DAVIS wer1e ,then d.teiven in Mrs·. WARD 0 s car by n unknown .·\'':/w:'',·. 

individual.back to the.Lorraine Motel where they .. e tered Room · 
201. A sher~ -!time ·:1~·ter. Rev~ KYLES brought Rev~ A .D. w·ltL~IAMS:: : _ _.. .... ·. 
KING bliai.ck ·to ~he motel \at which- point Mrs. WAM le t .R.O!O>m'i2.0l •. ; ... , :>- ·.-:: 

:S..; ~r~s i.~nt ,the "~~,~~der of the night by h~r[~if i~ i · ')/'i?,:iiit 
.· .. ·. ·.· .. · ... · .. ·. • ... ·'Om. -i.•ida)' moH~llii:'i., ~pril 5, . 1968, ReY, A ,D •. · 111U.uils'.';",j,\? 
, 'KING · left·;.::the j~rr~in~ 7Mo:tel t()-:. go to the ai iri:,c,rt_ to: meet :~hf.: \Y,'/_'i:\;,\,,. 

: wife of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, WhQJ wais arriving in Memplmis on-.:.·.·.:.:. ·i .':;, .·: 

.· ::~at mor:~ing, •. 1 : ·:, ·i .. : . . . , >:·::>~---.. ,.:- ., .. : ..... · . . . · .. ' · ,. · , :' · · .. 

· Mrsl WARD aimd Mrs~ DAVIS left''•Memp!nis·0· T 111umess~e, 
9 a ,llffllq April 5 g 1968 9 111111d drove .to 'Atl~nta P Georgia •. ··, 

, ' ' • ' • \ ' ' I •,.,,, ~:,~....... , ; '. ,, •• • 

• Mrs. DAVIS. ad:vised ·tha t dunring her· st·~-, in Memphis,p.:: ·.' 
on April ·4 ... 9 19689 spe perSOllllallly h21d rece:11.:vecl"'·: -~· threats_;;,· 

·.agairts.t·.•her •lilfe.· .. nor .. does:she··: lhlave .. any •knowledge: ·o ~n'y(l)lllle. • .·.··. 
'.·'.$!~: .the LOl"lC'aide Mo~el being·specificalty.··tbreatell'lle .'.·:on ,.t'liat,· :t, 

occasion~.•.··, l , " ',, , , , • 
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. Mt's, ,Jrt'ttiP.E.R ·in. -(L61CRE:"i1<lA E3.)) WARD. :eil.so im@liW!l?, ;ais 
L~kie "W~,r>(ljj~ 2

1

40 _H;ffirmc-;:,d,·~llv L,ltl>uiswil1Leg Ke1mt1U1tekYr. '11.'l' .~. :illl'llt.~r-:- : . 
viewe«l! ll-n thiei ©f:r,iciei ia,1; th® F'edler;al B,1uurreJ~rl.ll. <OJf Krmve~tll.:gf t:U.O>llll, . 
(iTE1D 9 L@ui.swi.JlJ.e.9 Ke.nthllck,Y 9 ~n<.dl. fl!.lllr'i!i.lirsim,eid! t:hie f@l 1@Will'l.\g • · 

·· inf ox,m1i.l t ioill] ; · · .·. · ! ·· · · . . . • . . 
1 

· : • 

J-"©r th~ ]P>m:s t :sieve:tr:'~l Ye~J1:1S sihe . lrn:as SJi6K'V<e> '91S ~(d1llroi[ili_~; 
trr~tive :aissis ..ailITit t'@ ReiV'l?ll!"®illlldl A.D. '!/{iiLL.IlAMS R.K~:G (Q) . I~c»llllisvilltei; 

. · Kem tu,clky 9 ~nd~s: Sc&J(!;;it''<et:ru r·y: iQif the Kiei1m ti!.llie;ky Chr·i~; t i.airm , :<1:1:ii!idlel'shiP 
·.·Cc»!!l.1feir<el<il<ee (K,'LCJ ~1t L<C»\1.ds~illlce, Kenhll<eky~. lll.lif,1 .~,ff:iii!i!te (!J)f the 

:·3.rm.tlhl<i''°fC'_n· Clh(~t·ie1ti:a:1~. t.e1.1idl,er:sbi~) - G@llilf~:l'(f;)!ril(C:ze (SCiJ.1.C), . 

. At»~1i1cl,t; midlUiligrmt- -~.)Pi.l.!.'JLJ.L 3 p 19)68 ~ @lr.' SJltft\D)ll"tly tlhliet{e):aifte:ir 
<Oli!i. AKJ>lfiJl 4 9 1~6\8 9 •Mrs. WARD :iil!ll tlti!.ia 1:;©m.p:emy ·@:Jf M:n:-~. ((IE(Q)RG:it:A 
D.lAVll:S IQ!f ~,.@\llli~~. v ilJ!. ~ 9 1Kellll '1tll.ltl'l;;ky ~ ~ - JB©iaurrll .1111®!11\\lbJli:l.1!'.' @f' · t e KCL,C. :f.ll!rJ.161. 

- ~ KentiutcJ~y s:t, te S:11?1,mili1t@l);' f.ll."@l!lll LICilui:tn7i1l1,e ~ · iiRnd t;h<!;J ,eV®l'ernnd 
.. . A .D c WJ!'.JLLJLAli1n:1: KI:J~c:;i @f · KC~1,C ,31I!1lcdl p.ais:t@l!." rt»f 1th® Zimn 1,<IDpt:i.~t 
', - Clh\lUl.ll'.''<i:'.:l!'n i.iru lL:ou~s:viJllei ~ 1a1:ir·1riv<eirJl i1rn Memmphi:e1 Q '!'ell'l\llll(E'JSSJ~ ~ i.n MI'S 0 

:-.. ! WARD's 1967 C◄dill&c 9 bearing 1988 Kentucky license K79=447 .. 
..,·• "1"'lh1® .pu.ll:"p@se c.(l)f the i.1!'' visit to l~f~~li'ullplm.is 9 ".lf't~rmessf;I® was to JP)air ti= / 

~:lLp'2il te 1u1 ~ si ... Jr.1<e11<ilMle-rll lfllllfl\.lr'(Clh1 therr·e @lOl ,~ pw.i. l :5, ~ JL9Jt68 t@ b.ilE:l 11.ed !,__,_.:-c---

!''€1!5':ii ':i1 t®red ·hr. thre1 t«))lr..rr•~'\ilt1\,fj Mittilte JL cQJ,c:i,t,\U.l)P.lf iirig ll@@m:sl :;., . 1L :Rind! 207 o · 

M:r•.s. :WAPl.t'» did 1rmt J1®J8\\i'(~ ·Ull'Bl J:-.0\ll"!l'.'~1\l[li,lr;; Mt~te] fl'1 @Yn 

. :: . the tlL!ll)Jf:i · Q'J,f JmJ]:' -1air:tr·i~1llil \UJ.tmttiI i1fte:ir the .silh\@lQ>ting «)f !l)ir- o .MAB,;TIN 
'('.j,<LJJ''Jl"Ht:E Kl:t,,W::- ,g,,11[; tlhl'f:i llllll.!Qlte.!L rrut ;Jl!b;<OJut 6 )PloNIL,. !D)lOl A)P'.!r'iJL '4lv ].9618, , . 

-:·:ert:~c1;Jpt :f.'1r».l\'' ~ ©!lnv+ @<C",(C::&1~i.ci:»1m. · 'fl~t:§ wa1~ 1Lirn ·tlr~re ,a1 .ft®1t'•l!il©)CoJ.lil <©i.C Ap:n:'i~. 4-, .. 
. , 1968~ jp)(iJ)SfSibly ~-:r·O)ll.mdl 3 {?lolrnlo ~ Wh€llllt J1{r,•:.s; 0 'WARD left. thee m@te-1 to 

. go to ii:l J!1J€Jl6',.lr'l'.i)f ].~ Utril@ll:'Y ~- 1/;JX:a\C t l@C;ffi ti(Q)ll1l llll@t Jrec:ai lJL © 9 lbHUl t/ the 
im~me · of the l~umHdl:iry belierived to ,be Oir-niei,~,Houi·· ~0/allr'ti .i.zirmg. . The 

· 'pul'p@se (C)f -hef going to t~~ 1l.r~um1dlr•~ \'l!l~_si · tt'Ol P::ick ~ IUl s,om~Ei. cl@~hes .. 
th~.t ·,wei.ire ·U1t~N'e ir·e:i!!cdly fmt: rdlel 1 V<e1r'Y> itO) Mtirs;. (f.EOJR,((/[ 1Q).1t~JlS" M:nen 

.:· M~s:". WARD ll'.'ettiwneHdl f.ll'.'Q)ll[l\l, 'lthel liamWJ«ilr'y 9 she j©i!Ill®<dl' :a\ g:ir>@up th~ t. __ .. , __ 
'i'.'SS g~ tlmBredl in R~)(Q)Jl!!ll 20JL @f the r.t©lI'll"£ll:ine M@tiei L .. . ~ slhle~;ai~ 
ti'lle. iimdividlu'.BlJLs; in the 11:'COOm we1t'e D!'.,_.K._.i\B'1t!W ... ],JY,fflK 1~:11{}~ JE.. 9 

. Rev" R.1Ui,-.\?H · .• ~.ll~\RR~'l!'HX 9 Renr. ANDREW Y{)llJ'Nr;, 9 .~\ tt@Wllll~_y· CBMJ;~{;E\' 
· ·ESKRHJGE~ R\ev E'.}i:!:l/MJH·:JG l,EEp B~.lVo ·AoU:·; 'lH1J✓.L~.!it8 KI11G, ?..uniedl Mts:. 

rGE E. '1 .. n,:. WlTS 

On. 4~15~€i8 at ·,,,.0,:1.:.vnle, Kernt,u,ky File # __ I~_;s_:' _4_. ,-+l_ .. _9_4J_:7: ____ --'-_ 

b.- SA WARlllll! L •. iALS,ll WlaW/dls. D t d' t t d 4""'18=68 · y . · . . . a e 1c a e . . . 

This document contains nei~her ·rlcommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. · It is 'the property o; the FBI and is lofuied to 
your agency; it and its contents ' e not tQ be distributed outside your agency. .' · · . · . / · . · 

. . . . . \· . 
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• 
Mrs. WARD and R v. AuD~. WILLIAMS KING being in ROJIQ)m 20'7 :!!Ind . I . , . 
Mrs. DAVIS occupying R~om 201. En route Mrs. WARD ad stopped . 
at a drug store I 1a1nd pv.urcha.sed some sleeping . pills. wlf-ich she ' 

extremely exci tjdl condition. . ;: · 
· administered to-time Rev .. KING 2nd Mrs. DAVIS becaus] of their 

Mrs. )VARD commeltll.ted that she possesses m.i<0> informatioll'Jl 
which slble 'tee.ls I might assist in identif'ying the ill'D.d vidual res= . 
pollllsible for .. th shcoting of Dr •. MART~N LUTHER ;KING JR. 

• _f 

. .J 

28 

,··· •.' _ . . . ., 

. ;'.'·~·-· . ' 
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. r cut:l'<AL, t:WKE-AU OF INVESTIGATION . ___ .. · ' ..•. 
·1 

April 1. 6 ~ . 1968. 
Date ~-----------------"-----

Mrs. ,JASPER.D. (L.UCR,Ei'l'IA B.j) WARD 0 .~15l@ k OWllll ~.s 
... L.ukie l\"ard 9 .25 o Rairns;ith.dl 9 ?.~.!liil)Jj,isvilla 0 Kierrntucky 9 te eplrn@m1i<eailly. 

· · · furnished the · ollia,wing infolr'h'?Ull tiomi: 

• ·. . . ~ance being in te:lt'viewe~.r !liin April Jl.5 p 1968. · MJr'S. WARD 
· rec1a1llisl tha·t i~-n :aidditiall1l to. le$.\ving the L@rra!ne M<a> el' ilill the :. 

taftelt"IIMlra>lDl o:f Apf il,. 4" · 196~ ~ silrne ha1d Jleif t . the M(Q)~el Il1 tlbl)Bl t <date 
(Q)Jrn oim-a other occais:n.01rn o · Tlhlis. Wlffi,S irl!u:iri!l'ng •. tltlle :m@I'1l'lling believed 

. to be ~rourild 11\ ... ~ ,m. ~ wlhleim she t@(O)k some c].e~in:iing f l!" Mtis. 
GEORGIA DAVIS te, the neairby cle~ime:irs., the Olll!e~~Houir ail!."ti!lilizing· •. 
On this occ.1aisi?e, she ·~ais: llll&.~«.»m15..,»:aini.edl · by the, Rev_. · A Do WILLIAMS 
K!N(G blfJl~a'dllsce ~h\ .ir.ec1&l_l~ th:ai t ~s she ,vu;i t~king the (l].e~ltliilllig 
into the· cle~/rh('.ii!JlrS) Rev .. KING pur~haSJedl some biee.lt' fl" m ~ store 
located dli[algO!lllatly ~ccr~s:s the Cc».1!:'lnl~X' f:irom. the clea1rrr. :n:·::ll.o 

Mrs. iliARD. :ail:s@ a<dhrised'l th~ t Sllhie am<dl Mrs. ~ VJIS 1amd 
Revo A9D. W!t,LI MS KJN.G 0. p:rioE t@ tlb!.ei.!l:ill".ll:'iV~l ill'.ll ~emphis 0 ·., 

. ' Tetr11Ill€JSS<fH? ~b@u,d: mi.dll!ilightv .Ap1r.ill JP 1968v lhl~d bte<eJ)lil \i'i!) ©,l!lti@ni.ng _:./., . 
. . iim P:ail!rli'.lll!filtill City, F'I©Fid~; at the-T.1°e?..lfS1Li!.Jr'es :lsl~ilild McQ) <elo Tlmey -

· had .d!.iriven to M(,mpl.hisi irn Mll"S; WARDvs ial'iLi!.it©M(O)bile f.ir~ lr'l©Jr.id.ai ~ Pric»Jr: 
.· to JL,~_,aving .. th1r;1 .i'JL.orim._ro_t~l~Mlr'SJc W,A .• RD h:aidl!notifiedl~r!ilrso-FJtANCES . 

. ·.·. HAS1''XNtT1Bl who 9 t gether with h®!C' lhluS!btt1 Jrud ~ (O)W!l'il~ the mi tel 9 ' tl:Juai t . 
. they wel"ie dep;:aiil"t:il!itg but t:h:ro t s;he 9 Mrs. WARD., would _ etu:irrr : · , · 

. shortly f@l'' aiboUt a week's stay •.. Mlt:'~. WARD in~<dlv®r ·e1mtly it;(O)Jld! ·· .. 
Mrs~ HASTINGS tll-i~ t :shei ~!tiled! her co1'll!lp~mti(l)Jm:::B we1r-e g@in t«:» Bi.l!.•:mi~g= 
h~aum, Mrs:. WARD i.recalls .tlh\ta t wbemt ~he <Cmd. _ h~r· IJ'!(Q)!Th1ipilll1i@l1'!ls we!"e '·. · 
!!ii.Eliai,r ly hJJ! I fw~y o Memphi,E,1 that shei Jtemembeir·ed thlsl t ~ he lm~d 
8.lr'.r'(l)Jlll<ecusl y tol ~:rc•s, lf!.ASTINGS they We.lr'e g!Qling t@ E '.if.minglh1!3im • 

. She :fuels th~ t she mads .this l!irtis:t~kre in· th;ru t sine b:ail!i ~illl.1t:0 lier . · 
talked to. the STINGS w.rho ha<d told her they· were · <Ci) i.giilil:gilly 
from Birmingham Al~ b&llnnai •. · · · · 

. After :p:n:· ~ ICING~ s assass iirru~ t iol!ll,, M.lr's • Yi'ARJ) c.h;a.. ngied · 
her plans about -sipeirudin·g am1y f'urther ti.me -in Fl~lrid~. and ~t 
6: 50 :iLnL ~- Apr'il 6 0 :R.968 p she flew f.trom. Memplhlis 9 Tenriessee ~ • 
to _Pill!. n~ma · C1ty.·, I.F:'lolr'id:ai 9 to get· the•. :n:_·'est of lmier cl.<0>tbes. She· 

·.•• rented /Bl. · car ~ t·. '.the ·.ial i:it',PIQ)rt · aill'lldl drove to the :m(l)tel. · When. she 
· ~i"ri ved at thei ~ ot.e l , . slhie met :Mi's • HAS'T' INGS who inmne i2J te I y . 

·\ 

4=16-68 . at.· Lo· is ville · Kern tuck 

by ' SA WARREN' t, 0 wALSH ; wt.w/~s . ' . ·-·- .. · Date dictated ...,· __ 4_=_1 __ =_6_8 ____ _ 

'' Thi~ docume~t c;qnt~ins neither reco~eµdatio~s n~r com:h,11:ii_OI!:B of tile FBI, ~t ~~ t!tEl Property of the l.:H anq is l!>!ll.led tC> 
. YOllX !l:~eµgr; ~~ an,<i its c::,:mten~i; __ !M'e ~Q~ !!> ,Q!:l 4!!3tng*ia,<i o,uts~qEl ¥!>~f ~Eln,cr, . 

. 29, 
... I 

.. _ .. , __ , .. ,_., ______ _, 

,, "•·i ..• 
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., .... · advised Mrs e. l'iARD h:a t the motel was full aimd there w~ no 
·room for Mrs.·WARDt Mrs. WARD felt this stateme1rnt to e untrue 

··I 
i;: ·i 

•iJ . I .~ . 

··as there appeared fo be room at. 'the motel D e,l!lld slhte spo e rather. . ,: 1: · 
plainly to Mrs. HAITnms aib«»ut her feeling it.hat Mrs. STINGS . ; 
did not. wairnt. ·her. at the motel because she had been in · he comp;allliy '. '~ .. 
of two Negroes; · R~v" KJJ:NGr a!llld Mrs. D.AVIS. Mirs. HASTINGS made :' .·· ... ·; 

,~ ~ some ~@mme:int a·bou.t j tlliley O the HASTINGS P t'Ul!'fl ~ r·e:spect~lrfllle motel~ ··· ! i •· 

and M1·s. WARD .1t"epl1ed that it was. because the motel lhl:ai thsit ;· . · ··.-l,-t· 
~~P:!~!ir~ .. t~~,.=~t and hercompa~icns had crrigin"UY ec~;/{ 

. . Mrs e WARD stated that it a.ippeared to lller thtia tlh\e . .. .. ;:·,·•'<.·,: :·•:.::r,;· :,': 
. motel <OlWllllSl"S 9 the l[HAS'TINGS~ did 11\@t @bject to helt''S~ilf lDld Mrs·.:.. ·, ~>/j ' 

. . DAVIS .. having (O)CCUP e<dl the moitelp but ~ppimrently (O)bjeict d to. . .. ,: !. ·,: 

. ".:'the presel!llce in th motel ~~
1

Rev. A.D. ~:U:Ll'..jIAMS -~JIN~o j·:· ... ~ ._ '/.i:t/tj 
. Mrs. WAR1 1 st,3\ted that mt. lril©l time did! e.1theh" _f>the ---F(,-t'. 

HASTINGS mialke :ainy ype. <r»f specific tlbrn."em t to M:r•s. · WAR,D,! 1&gai1n1st · , ·t:,; : 
Mrs. WARD oir her ·c m)Planioirns, b.ut it was clea.r to Mrsl'. lARD. .. <,:',·-!:._·<!: 

.· that. slhle w~s no ].(OJ gar weilcome 1a1 t thl.le HASTXNGS v m.@tel" ., . . . . . ' . . 
.• ; ' ,, i, t ,i 

,., :\ . M:irs. WARN ].ef.t P:alllll1'1{:m:1; G.lty by' pl1&,ine a\b(O)Ut; ;Jr:. 0 pi.m~----_-',L(·~.·l 
on April 6p .1968 a flew t10> Atl~llllt~ 9 ·Georgi/Bl·~· wlhle.r~---·:_S'7Vas · - · 

1
.:_'..<: . 

met by. Mrs O'. D.AVJIS ~ ----~~~-· ........ ~"' i· .• : . - f. ·,. :'·: 

.. 
\ . 

i .\ 

30 

--~· -• ~ - ---~-. ----L---.-_---,-~ .~ -----,-----'c~-- --­
.,_.,' 

•• p ·,· _-, 

···i> r: 
r·-. 
~ ., ,. ,-
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FD-302 (Rev; 4-15-64). 

. FE , ERAL BUREAU· OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/17/6 

. 1 · .• . · WALTER LIIQ Bii IILl!Y, o,;,me r, Lorraine :ilote 1-lloie 1 , 
406 Mulberry Awenue1 ., Memplhlis 9 Teimnessee, advised _tha_ t . a cheel.$ 
@f .· his records · ref le«::rft;ed tlh\e foll<O>Willllg imamed persons as 
having been regist

1 
:fr'(ed into ltllis· motel on either .April o;r 

April .4, 196a 9· @r (C)t!m d~tce~: 

5) 

6) 

GERALD .. RRE:LL 
· Room N(OJ ~ l (QI 

ob A~ril a~4, 1968 
· · !al.ddI!."~s~: 5.4~1 10Jrgm.1lh'i~urt Awemlu~ 

N@W Ol:i!:'l@ll!il!!l\f§l 9 lL@uirsi~IDla 

J'JUiiESJ LE 
Ro<0>m N@ o 

Olnl Apjt"il 
addl"eS~ : 

IS 
11 
3=4p l,\El®18 
. 1ij W@~t Lf:g,oigg Awelllue 

M<eiunplhdL~ P Tceim!lllessee . 

. · M. J'ACK N . 
. · R@om· No.112 

·• on Ap~il 3,, · 19®38 
· no ~ddr,~s giv<eim 

· R. . :ROGE~S 
Room N«'JJ ol 20(() 

·oim Apri] 3, 19i8 ::L::~l:~::en . 
Ro@m·No. 201 ... 
on Apri~ 3 9 19~8 

·. addrl6ss:. ·. 810 -· ~l"son :Stlr<eet 
· · Atl~ntm, ~<t1>rgiia1 

. R. B. . OOITTONREADJEJR • 
Reem No o 202 · 
on. Aprill 3, i9i8 .. 
·address i 408 Third· Sltr~et 
· . I M1aurks, Mississippi 

; :f 
On 4/11/68 at Melin llili~ T<eimirnes~~e File# Memphis 4 -1987, 

SA EUGENE A • MEOO~JI ' J'.R. ®.ll'lld ' I 
by SA STEPHEN M. DAR11INGffiN SMDl/mnr Date dictated ___,;;4;,s_/.,;;;;;l..a..7;:-V.,;;..68~----

This document contains neither recomJendations·n:or conclusions of the FBI. It i1;1 the property .of the Fil ~d is lo!lned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not' to be distributed outside your agency. 

. I ,.,, . 
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7) 

8) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

13) 

14) 

TOBIE 
Room Nolo 
on Apri1 
address: 

NN 
204 
3=4p 1968 

3204 St. 
Columbus, 

BERNARD LEE 
Room No. 206 (oliil April 3 9 1968) 
Room No[ 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address~ 334 · Au.lbr1U1rn Awiemlle -
. ~ Atlifll.nta, ~orgi~ 

TRACY W XGET 
Room No. 208 
OD Aprii 3~4 9 1968 
no addrt:ss given 

ANDREW JOUNG 
Room Nol 209 
on Aprii 3-4, 1968 
address~ 334 Auburn Avenue 

t 
Atl~nta, Georgi~ 

.JOHN WI LIAM 
Room No 210 

I 

on Aprif 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

I Atlanta, IG<eorgia 

WARREN tARDSON . 
Room Nol 211 

~~d!~~!

1
t 31~7a

1i:~ton Awenue 
· Dayton, Ohio 

EUGENE 1 01JJRTNEY 
Room Nol 212 

I 

on April 3-4, 1968 
no addrtss given 

WILLIAM MALONEY 
Room No 301 
on April 3=4, 1968 
address~ 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
3 

15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

21) 

22) 

Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968) 
P.A. ~NCE . 

Room No. 200 (on- April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

. I 

Room No. 304 .· 
JAMES OrNGE 

on Apri1 3-4, i968 
addre~s: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Ge@rgi~ 

JES~JrE JACKSON 
Room N. 305 
ori April 3-4, 1968 
addres: 366 Eiaist 47th·Street • j Chicago, Illinois 

MARTIN KING 
Room N • 306 .. 
on Apr~l 3-4, 19~;8 . 
address: 334 Auburlm Avenue 
· ' · 1 · Atl~imt~, Georgia 

RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room Ne). 306 
on Apr41 3-4, 1968 . 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

/ Atlant~, Georgia 

DOROTHY CO'r.OON 
Room No. 307 
on April 3-4, 1968 
addres$: 334 Auburn Avenue 

/ Atlanta, Georgi~ 

JAMES LOVE 
Room NOo 308 
on April 3=4, 1968 
addres[

1

: 8231 Chancery Court 
Alexandria, Virginia 

JOSEPH LOUW 
Room-N. 309 
on Apr~l 3-4, 1968 
addres: 45 Tie~ann Place 

New York, New York 
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23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 

29) 

30) 

CHARLES BALLARD 
Room No 310 
on April 3~4, 1968 
address# 506 Kansas Street 

/ Atlanta, Georgia 

STERLING TUCKER 
Room No! 311 on Aprii 3~4, 1968 
address~ 626 Third St~eet, N.W • 
. . ·. [ w~~binjt~n, D. c. 

Reveren~ SAMUEL KYLES 
Room No~ 312 
on April 3-4, 1968, 
address~ 704-SoutJ;:A Parkway East 
JEAII SMlTB Meaiphis ,: ND.n<issee · 

Room Nol 314 
• I 

on April 3-4, 1968 
no addr$ss given 

MABELLE HENDRICKS 
315 . ltOOlll . Noli. 

on Ai>ri 
address~ 

3-4, 1968 .. 
767 Peachtree Street 
Atlanta, Geo~gia 

JAMES LOON 
Room No. a·1a i · 
on Apri 3-4, 19~8 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

·A. D. ~ING . 
Room Nol ,, 201 
on Apri~ 4, 1968 ' 
address[: Louisville, Kentuc~y 

OFFELI:?5 RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on Aprill 4 1 1968. 
a(Jdres : . 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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31) 

32) 

33) 

34) 

35} 

36) 

37) 

38) 

39) 

• 

Jo Bo WILLIAMS 
Room Nol 203 
on April 4j 1968 
addresst 2510 Jackson Avenue 

I Forrest City, Arkansas 

HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No!. 206 
on Apri1 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

.BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

C., A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on Apr~l 4, 1968 
addresi: Louisville, Kentucky 

L. B., WARD 
Room Nd. 207 
on Apr~l 4, 1968 
addres~: Louisville» Kentucky 

HERMANISWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no addtess given 

I 
EARL CALDWELL 
Room Ne!,. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no add~ess given 

I 
JOHN ~LL 
Room No. 1 
on April 4 9 1968 
no address given 

:«;
0
:CNf~L~UGH 

on April 4, 1968 
addres 1 

: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 
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40) 

41) 

42) 

43) 

44) 

45) · 

---- HJ1L (first name not given) 
Room Nol 13 
on Aprii 4, 1968 
no addr~ss given 

JIMER akMooR 
Room Nol 14 
on Aprii 4, 1968 
address~ 750 Pearl Street 

I Grenada 9 Mississippi 

Reverend Hu VERNER 
Room No/. 202 
on April 4, 1968 
address~ 5320 South Drexel Avenue 

/- Chicago, Illinois 

Reverenb Wo BENNETT 
Room No/. 202 · 
on April 4, 1968. 
address: 5320 South Drexel Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

GARY MASSONI 
Room No/. 214 
on Apri 4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

JAMES Bi VEL 
unknown room number 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 8407 South Ribash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUR EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date Apr~l 26, 1968 

Rew~:!C'e d SAM\!JEL B0 KYLES 1 mini~ter of th~ 
Monu~nt~l B~ptift Clmul"©h 9 7~4 ~~th P~rk~~y E~~t, w o 
r~side~ ~t 2215 &»uth P~rkw~y ~~~t 9 M®mphis 9 Tenne~~ e 9 on 
interview ~dv i~e~ ~~ f ©llow~ ~ 

Rew®reld KYLES 9 ~h© h~~ liw~di illll Memplmi~ fr 
app:!C'oxill1ll~t®ly th: p~st eiig!'rnt ye~r~ 9 i~ O!lll the Execmtive 
Bo~rdl of the Memphif§l, T~nl!i1ef§l~®e 21 Bll!:'ra),iru~h of tlb\e N?£tio~~l 
A~~oci~tion for flhl® Adv~n~®~nt of C©lor®d People (N ACP) 
iallrild is 1a!lf§3o ~ ~eJ\!'llber (Q)i' the S«:n1the~mi Cllmr il§lt i~!lll L<eialde ship 
C©lnlference (SCLCt 9 tlhl® mHID,tion~l !m®iredi(qllutllllr.ter~ of whic.* is 
Atl~nta 9 Ge(Q)rgi~ ffi!Tild the Pr~~idefillt ©f ~hich 9 up untll 
Apr1l 4 9 1968, W/J ~ DX'., ORT:IN LIDTHE:R KING» JRo 

Rev@r®id KJLIS ~dwi~®d th~t ~ ~~nit~tion W/J rkers' 
$trike b®g~n in emphi~ 9 Te!Til!Til~~~ee 9 F~b~u~~y 12 9 1968, ~nd 
that ~hortly liil.ft r it~ fi.filt~rt ire gl'«:»1lltp of N@g:iro mil!llist~(t>S in 
Memphis 9 iDclud i~g hi~@lf 9 bJ!ii1,fillded tog@ther to form ~ group 
which adlopte<dl th~ D@l.E of C(Q)llmll!llll\\ll!lllity o!Til th~ Movre for ~quality 
(COMR) 9 l'~i~ing fu!Tild~ for the ~~!TI11t~tio!TI1 ~trikel's ~nd 
~ssisting them i~ d~ily Ullffi:irch®~ ~!Tild oth~r ~trik~-~upport 
~ctivity~ H@ ~tft®d th~t ~~ e~~ly ~~ M~rch 18 9 19681 he, 
along with so~ of the ~th~r OOd l®~d~r~ 9 imdu~~d D1 ~ MARTIN 
LUTHER KING 9 JR 0 ~ to ~o~® to Memph1~ wh~re, on the night of 
M~rch 18, 1968 9 f® g~v® ~llll in~piri~g t~lk ~t M~son Tlmple 
to iapp~oximliti!;illy l? 9 000 t© _ 12 i! 000, p~opl@,, ur~ing. the Negro 
co•unity of M~mphxs to unit® oohind th® ~~n~t~tion orkers$ 

I - . 

KYLES ~nd ~o• of the oth~r COW lei~der~ a so 
induc®d Dr., KINGtt© :lr'(f;?JtUl"ll'll to Mlf::lmphi~ O)l] thei mormi ing I of 
Mialrch 28 9 1968 9 o l~~d ~ m~~~iv® dow~towfil m~rch in ~upport 
of the sairn itat i@ W«'.lJrk®r~,, J 

Consid~r~bl® br®~king of downt(Q)Wl!ll window~ nd looting 
r~~ult®d during ~his ~r~~v ire~~ r~~ult of which K · S stated 
th~ ~~nit~tio~ St~ik® ~®c®iw~d irll~ti@miwid® publicityj land 
Dr 0 KING ~gr~®d fO ~etu~fill to M@mphi~, ~long with oth~r SCLC staff 
mern1bl®:irS 9 il!ll ~?£I°ly April 9 1968 9 to c;(Q)filltimil!Jl® suppo!"t o behalf of 
th® s~nit~tiollll w !"k~~~ 0 

On 4/23/68 at M:emphi:s: 9 T~nmi@S(§l~® 44=1987 
I 

SAs HOWELL Sa LOWE 
by fil1irlld WILLIAM IL I LAW~lNCE WlB.lILi~gmlh Date dictated 4/25 68 

This document contains neither r~commendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of he FBI and is lqaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Rever~llil, KYJLElS ~@c~ll~d th~t Dre KING actua ly 
~~turl!lled to Mempfmfs oin WedJ.!OOJ~©!iaiy m@:irll'ili!filg 11 April 3, 19j8, 
with sever~l of hfs ~taff as~(Q)ci~tes i~cluding the Vie 
Presidemt of SCLIC, Rewer®nd RALPH D 0 AMRNATHY,, and hi 
administrative ~s~i~t~llllt BERNARD LE~a Th®y all check d into 
the Lorraine Hotei ta11Iild Motel, 406 Mulberry Stre@t,. Me phis, 
and actually KYLES h~d re~ted ~ooms fow ~omei of the scn.c 
staff members u~der his n~m®~ He pointed out th~t ac~ually 
he was registered[ in Room 312 of the Lorr~ine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968» although h~ ijid ll'ilot phy~ic~lly occupy this 
room and did Dot how rec~ll the ex~ct OCLC i~dividualjwho 
occupied Room 312[. He rec~ll®d th~t Dr 9 KING occupie 
Room 306 ~- as did eveire!l'ild RAJLPH D., AEIRlN~THY 0 

He reca led that D~e KING 2nd his staff rem ined 
in Memphis on the night of Ap~il 3 9 1968, and also re~ained 
in Memphis' on April 4, 1968,, In addition 9 he pointed I out 
that there had been widespre~d publicity i~ ~ot only the 
Memphis news med~a, including the two d~ily white new~papers, 
!but. also on v irt~ailly 1a1.ll of the riBldio ta!ll:ild telev ision~stat iotis 
concerniirng the prjes<eimHc@ of Dr" KING ~ltld lmis staff in emphis . ,. 
all]d of the fact ~/hat they were ~tzai.ying at the Lorrain Motel. "" :·: ,: 
He stated he couJJd not recc~ll the specific radio broatlcast · :'· · 

even gave the rodm number 9 irn~mely R~om 306, i~ which r~ KING 
but there was ~i least one bro~dcastv possibly more,~which 

w~s staying in M~mphis, ~nd th~t this information was readily 
available to anyone who te~ded t© r@~d the n~wspaper 

I
r took 

the time to listen to the radio new~ broadc~stsa In ~other 
wordsp he said i1 was no secret ~s to where Dr. KING as 
stai.y ing e I . 

Revere~d KYLE:S r®called th~t he personally went 
to the Lorraine ,otel ~t ~pproxim~tely 3:30 p 0 m0 on ~pril 4, 
1968~ ·. and recalled tlhl8il.t the: Oper~tioirn Breadlb~sket b~rad, 
~ singing group ~f the SCLC 9 w~s rehe~rsi~g in one o~ the 
rooms in the mot~l 9 this group bei~g l~d by BEN BRANCH,a 
former music teabher of Memp!mifS! 1 T'en.nes~ee 0 KYLES jchned 
this group and they all ~~ng w~rious hymns ~Dd SCLC songs 
tm:nt il approxiDM31ttely 5 p .. m, 9 At thi~ p«'>i:nt" Reverend LES 
went to Room 306[of the Lorr~i~e Mot~l to visit with 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 J'R, 01 ~nd R@w~rend RALPH D0 A, RNATHY. 
He pointed out th~t he h~d earli~r i~wit~d Dr~ KING nd 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his hom@ ~t 2215 South Parkway East for 
a. Q~soul din:nerQY birn the ieweining of Ap1ril 4, 1968, poi ting out 
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re 

thi9l.t Dr. KJING i!ll.lIHll Rewer~ri<dl AlmR:NATHY both :s~vo:red Q'so 1 :i;ood," 
which would norm~lly ieonsi i~t of neicck bJl])ltll~S, chitterl i, gs, . 
turnip greceltlls ~n~ bli!ll.ck=eye<dl pe.a1s, itll.lllld th1a1t his wife had 
consented to coo~ such~ rliltllllll~~ f~~ Dr. KING and his group. 
He poi~ted out tn~t both KING ~lllld ABERNATHY h~d been' eminded 
by him earlier tti~t dinltll~:ir ~~~ to b® ~t ~pproxim~tely 6 p.m. 

He rieH::Jlled th~t diluring the ~pproxim~te period from 
5:30 p.m.u to 5:5~ PoMoi, Ap:iril 4, 196\8 9 th?ait Dr. KING,. 
Reverend ABERNi\THY ~irMll Rew<e:ll~ieirnd KYLES Slalt ~nd talked in 

I 

Room 306 as Dr. KING al!'lld ABERNAmy. dr~ssed in prepara1t ion 
for the dinner appointme~t~ At~ time ~stimai,ted by ~YLES 
as being 5:55 p~~an or the:ir®abouts, DrQ KING walked ~ut of 
Room 306 of the rlo:irr~i!llle Motel 9 the door of which fa5es · 
west ~nd overlooks~ swimming pool ~nd parki~g area qnto 
Mulberry Street,,lw!b.ich is~ n~rrow llH>rth=south streetj in 
Memphis. Dro KINIGvs r~om, 306, w~s on the seco!llld fl9or and 
as one walks out 1of the room there i~ a balcony and walkway 
are~ 9 the balco!lllf h~vi!lllg ~n iro~ rail ~pproxim~tely .~/hree · 
feet high to k.eep one from f~ll1ng off t ~. balcony & Dr 6 KING, 
KY~S recalled, stoo~ cull. the b®.lici.)l!~ and wras :speak.in~ with 
various people standing in the p~rki~g ~rea of the motel 
directly b~neathf hima One of the persons with whom~. KING 
was speaking wa~ Reverend JESSE: JACKOON 9 an SCLC staif member 
from Chicago~ 11iinoiso KYLES rec~lled le~wing Room/306 and 
going out and talki~g with D~. KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his hou~e or there would not be 
enough food to s~tisfy ~11 of theme KYLES also reca~led 
that SOLOMON JONBS 2 ~ loc~l Negro who works for one of the 
furner~l hom.e~ 11 hr,d beeP'.ll D;.r O Kll~G w~ i;:h3\uff~tu: while i~ Memphis 
al!lld that KI. NG ma.iY' have !lll~die ~omie commeinllt to JONES ablut getting 
the c~r rerai.dy fo:1~ their trip to the KYlnES residle:r,ce. 

Rev~r~hd KYLES ~lso r®~~ll~d th~t at ~bout this 
period of time R6ver~nd ABERNATHY had applied sh~vin cream 
to h~~ f~ce prapkring to t~ke ~ quick ~h~we ~for~ diparting 
to id inner and th~t KYLES ranidl KING wer~ st~1ru:h.l!llg s:1de by 
:side O!!ll th~ balc

1
bny ffilt'llidl he r!il,lS(OI re~~lleirll th~t KING s oke 

to CHAUNCEY ESKRIOOE wh(Oi is an ~ttorney f~~ SCLC al!lld who 
was in Memphis with th~ Sc.LC ~t~ffG 
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Others recalled! by KYLES bei~g on the ground 
level within viewing and list@niimg dist~~ce of Dr. K G 
were Reverend JAMES Le BEVEL 9 also of the SCLC staff and 
who has recently I beeliil liv iirng in C!bl.ic&'l1gol) and several 
young Neg:iroes, n~m.eis l!llot recalled! 9 who had been ha.ng · ng 
around and suppo:Jtiimg the :s~nit~tion workers strike. 
He pointed out t*at lhle would put tl'me~e folks in the 
Cal tiegory of 901he:ro 'WIP.Jl"Shiper~ 90 who l ik®©! to \b,® ~l"IOlUll'lld KING 
~nd othe~ importtnt person~ge~~ 

At thi' poilrlrt, KYLEJS e~timated the tilm!le · as 
being approxim~tely 6 o 9 clo~k Pem. 9 ~nd ~t~ted that e, 
KYLES, started t¢ walk north on the balcony w~lkw~y toward 
the old Lorraine,IHotel portioi!Iil (Q)f thte eistablishment for 
the purpose of gE!ltt ing his c~r 9 which W@l.rs1 parked on the 
parking lotG Heirecalled lo~king dow~ ~nd saying so ething 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who Wial.Sl standing o.in the ground nd 
estimated that he had walked! apprlQlximately four door,, lengths 
north of Room 30~ when he, KY.iLES 9 heard~ loud but p ssibly 
muffled sound., 4t first he thought it w~s · ~ Jrmise from 
the immediate are~ possibly C@l.U:S~d by the backfiring of 
an a.utomobile or possibly ewien a loud firecracker wh · ch 
had exploded in he immediate vicinitye 

He wwa:s next col!!sc i10>u:s of si<ee ing Revel"end J S L. 
BEVEL who h~d be n st~ndi~g o~ the ground north of R m 306 
running to the m.<?t®ll ill,JrEllal o!Slten~ibly for cover and r called 
som.e unknown imh.v iduai.l yelling in ~ loud voice 9 °~h y•ve 
shot MARTIN., 0

' At this poil!!t he turIAed ~round ~nd lo ed 
b~ck south tow~rd the entrai.~ce of.Room 306 ~nd was n t 
conscious of seeirng Dro KING 9 s prone bodyo KING was resting 
on the balcony flot0r with his b~cik to the floor 9 his face 
facing upward, hfSl fe~t p~rtially protrudi~g through the 
grill work of th' iron r~ilw~y,and hi~ h~~d headed i a soqth­
e~sterly directiI~ toward the p~s~~gew~y just south f Room 
306. 

KYLES ,ontinued th~t he took @l. quick glanc at 
KING 's prone body ~fter re~cllli!!ilg ~taim.ei alllid ~iffi'llll a gia.pi g hole. 
~n what he recalfed to be the right side ~f KING's f c~ 
1n the 1a.reai. of h:ts clhl@ek bJ(Q)irne :litl,fill@ p'.ir'(Q)tirudli.ng downwar into 
his neck a.r~~ 0 ~ e st1a1ted th~t !me w~s not f&'l1miliar w:ilth 
guns or gun woun s but he $Ubco!lll~ciou~ly r@~lized th t the 

\ 
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noise which heh d he~rd h~d undoubt~dly been that o a 
gunshot which !hliel. 5lt1©umidleirll Dir., KING., He pointed out that 
KING's eyes ~ppe~red to bX6 op~n ~~d that he personaliy 
felt KING may stlill h~ve be~~ ~liw~~ He was not conscious 
of anyone else ne~r KING's body at this time ~nd poi~ted 
out th~t ·he) wentl- iinto ~ st~t~ of shock a!!ld ralrn' r~the:t 
hysterically intp Room 306 wlhl.®re,:,Ji~ ~ttem.pted to use ra . 
tel~phone for the pu~p~se of ©~lling an ~~bul~n~®. n 
the meantime, AB!RNAT~Y h~d run out of Room 306 with 
shaving cre~m still o~ hi~ f~c~ i~ ~~ effort to see jhat · 
had happened to I r. KINGo KY.LES pointed out that in his 
confusion he wasl 1!.mai,ble to pick '6.lp the phone properly to 
call the motel s;witrcJ1bo~rdl to ~sk for ~n amb)\ul~nce a!\ld · 
recalled ABERNATHY runni~g b~ck into the room ~nd tetling 
him to settle do~I n and ga~n his composure ~s everyth~ng 
would be all right. I. 

KYLES bame back otUt of the room to ·-the: vic!"nity1.of 
KING'S body a~d ~~s ~ext con~cious ©f seeing several unitormed 
Memphis Police (!)tffic~r:s :irunning on folO>t towla\rd the v·cwity of 
KING's body and ~ecallied some itilf them yelling, nwhat happened?" 
He stated th.at t r®calJLed yeilling iit some of the po_ ice , _ :-_ 
officers to call a!n amlbm.l~ncie. H~ was ID\ext consciou of· , · 
Reverend ABERNA .y le~~imlg over KINGis prone body atfempting 
to talk with KI~G or to get some respolrlise from him ad could 
recall hei9!.r in.g ~BRRNATHY s~y 9 °9:MIARTIN, c~l!l you hear e? 99 

I I . 
. Revere,lrnd KYLES rec2lledl running into Room 06 and 

grabbing up a beldspreiaid off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to c~er KINGes body., He rec~lled that a white 
male employee of the United State~ Justice Departmen, name 

which someone held over the large gaping wound on th right 
side of KING'S f~ceo . 

Withi , a few momnients alTIJ :!ll,mbul~nce arrived o take 
KING'S body to hospital and he ~ecalled that a JOS~PH 

at the motel 1 t 
1

ok some p1.ctur@~ 1n the 1mmied1ate vi 1n1ty 
and that many o~ the people who by this time had co to the 
b~lcony seemed tlo poiirnt t-oW~ll:'td the west sidle of Mulb rry 
where there is I thick.et of bushlf:llsi ~nd empty land bo dered 
further on the est by the bffick side of som.e old two story 
brick buildi~gs which f~ce on'Main St~eet and indicated in 
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their pointing a~d ~olll1l!lllent~ that the shot probably ca e 
from that genera~ dirEH:]tion 0 In other words 9 the sho 
came from the wes, toward the iea~t .. 

Therea~ter, accordi~g to R®verend KYLES, an 
ambul~~ce crew took Dr. KING's b@dy to the St. Joseph 
Hospit~lo j 

Revered KYLES lo~ked at a series of photog aphs 
which appeared i~ 9Lifre M~g!lll2.we 9 °0 iss11.u~ of April 12, 11968, 
some of which we~e taken immedi~tely ~fter the shooting of 
Dr" KING and pri9r to the arriv~l of the ambulance an/d,1which 
depict Dr .. KING's prone body lying f~ce up on the co~crete 
walkw~y on tre s,co~d floor b~lcony of the Lorraine otel 
a~d taken by Photographer JOSEPH LOUW 0 He stated tha~t the 
only people that the could idel!lt if y by !Ill•am.e in the ea ly 
photographs prio to the ~r~iv~l of the ~mbulance we 

1

e · 
Reverend ANDREW OUNG of the SCLC st~ff and some loc~l . 
unidentified Negroes who were apprai,:rent ly assisting s· an · 
effort to renderlimmedi~te fi~~t ~id to Dro KINGq .R verend 
KYLES pointed oui that these photogri!.!1ph:s must have en taken-­
almost inunediatety following the shooting of Dr. KINJ becau~e 
they do not showlthe bedspre~d ow~r KING'S body. 

·' He stated that ve:iry f~w peo,ple aictually we e 
cog~iz~nt of the/fact that Dro KI.NG w~s to be a dinner guest 
at his home on the eve~ing of April 4, 1968; th2t amjng the 
guests who had been invited to his r~collection were Dr. KING, 
his brother, Revrrend A0 D. WILLIAMS KING 9 and two o the 
l~tter's companipns 9 Mrso LUKIE WARD ~nd Mrso GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisvil~e, K~ntucky; and th~t Reverend ABER11ATHY 
w~s to have beenj there, as was CHAUNCEY.ESKRIDGEo He stated 
that Reverend AN REW YOUNG and HOSIA.WILLIAMSp both bf the 
SCLC. staff, were 11:l.lso to be bis din!rl!er guests on th~t 
evening. / 

He sta ed that to his re~ollection there he been 
no publicity con erni~g the f~ct th~t KING and hiss all 
party were to be his dinner gue~t~ ~~d th~t it ~ppea d to 
be a mere coinci ence that nr., KING w~lked out in fr nt of 
the doorway of ~oom 306 ~nd sto~d there some four to five. 
minutes prior to the time th~t he w~s ~hota 
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Reverein KYLES S1t1a1ted thaiit lh.~ hri!!.d searched is 
memory during the j interverr:n iing t im® subsequent to Dr.· ING' s 
being shot and that ~t ~o tim® could he recall seeing 
~nyone to the west or northw~st from which direction e 
is now convinced the shot c~~®. He ~~w no one lookin~ out 
~ny of the window~ ilTh the buildings f~cing Main Street, 
the rear entrances of which would h~ve faced the Mote ; 
and he saw no one,on the grou~d b~low~ 

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCEY ESKR 1 DGE 
shortly after the j slmootiirng i!llnd t!uit ESKRIDGE who was ~

1

n the 
ground level in tre p~rki~g ~r~~ i~ front of the Mote 
stated that after the shot he, ESKRIOOE~ had run west 
from the Motel to the middle of Mulberry Street butt at 
he did not see an one with alllly firearm either on the lround 
or in any of the buildings~ Rever~rnd KYLES recalled hat 
SOLOMON JONES hasjbeen repo~ted to have stated that h saw 
someone possibly with a white he~dpiece in the ground area 
just west of the ~est side of Mulberry Street behind he .. 
bushes and possibly sa~ someorM~ drop siomething in tha"t .·' 

area. I I 
Reverend KYLES stat~d that in f~irness to J~NES, 

JONES could not h~ve seen the g:round ~rea which he ha 
originally described because of the fact that there i a 
brick retaining w~ll which surround~ the swimming pool and 
that JONES would have be~n behi~d this wall when KING was 

I 

shot and could not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as this w~ll is about eiiht feet 
tall. j · . 

Reverenk KYLES concluded that none of his 
acquaintances in ~he SCLC or other ~cquaintances in M mphis 
who have been cloFe to th~ Negro mov~ment can recall 4nything 
concer~ing any SUfpicious moveme~ts i~ the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel i ediately precediing or during. the ti 1 that 
Dr. KING wias shot • · 
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O:o. Ap il 18 9 1968 9 ·CHARLES BALLARD~ 830 K 
Street, Memphis Tellll.llllessee 9 pi'ersinilDl.ally coirn.tacted th 
Memphis, Ten.llll.essee 9 FBI Offi~e allll.d advised SA BOWEL. S. 
LOWE and SA WILLIAM Ho··· LAWRENCE tlhl~t he regtstered · nto 
room 310 of the I Lorraill'lle M\Qltel Ol!il the afte'rrioon of arch 
30 9 1968, aimd r~maiY:il:ed·registered tai:t tlbl.is motel un.t'l 
April 4, 1968. f e de:par-ted f·r-om this motel "just prior 
to 6 P.M. thee elllling of April 4, 1968. 

' • , l 

. BALLA advised he wa:s !!il.Ot a;t j;·lbl.ie motel a the 
time Dr. MARTINI LUTHER KING w~&; shot allll.d1 advised. he bas 
no knowledge re$arding who may· ~ave shot Dr. KING. He 
stated that during the period b.e resided a't the mot 1, no. 
ol!e inquired of I him of al!lly. i~formatioID.1 ~·eg~~d:i.ng Dr. KING; ·) 
!nd he no~iced ~ one. i __ l'@. parti~ulriitr. expressi,ng any nusual · 
interest in the locat1ofil of Dr. KING 0 s room at the otel. 

• ! j:-.,. - l· .. , ~. ,. 

BALLA .. stated th~t whelm he departed the otel 
at approximatel .5:45 P.M. 9 Ap,,ril 4 9 1968 9 there wee several 
persons walking]around il!li front of the motel. Hes ated 
he paid no particular attefiltio~ to these persons an is 
unable to recal aimyoime i~ this group whom he knows. 

44 
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On April 23, 1968, SA's HOWELLS. LOWE and ILLIAM H. 
LAWRENCE intervij1wed an individual identifying himsel as JAMES 
E~MORE PHILLIPS, JR., who resides at 1592 Short Stree, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and who is a senior at L<eMoyne College, 807 - 25 
Walker Avenue, Mimphis, Tennes~e®. . 

Mr. PHILLIPS advised that on or about March 30, 1968, 
he checked into ~oom 315 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 ~ulberry, 
Memphis, and con~inued to stay there until the late ~lfternoon 
of April 4, 1968,

1 
He stated he well recalled the arr1ival of 

Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, Southern Ch~~stian 
Leadership Confe~ence, in Memphis on the morning of ~pril 3, 
1968, and recall'd that Dr. KING and several of his outhern 
Christian Leader!Efhip Conference (SCLC) Staff associates checked 
into the Lorrain, Motel on April 3, 1968, with Dr. K NG staying,· 
in room 306 on tqe second floor, which was several d ors north · 
of the room occupied by PHILLIPS. 

. I . " C 

PHILLIJ;>S stated that he left the motel abo t 5:45 p.m. 
Thursday, April 4, 1968, with some of his associates II CHARLES : 
BALLARD, CHARLESjLAVERNE CABBAGE 1 JOHN BURRELL SMITH, and · 
EDWINA HARRELLr 'fho also had been staying at the mot 1. PHILLIP~.­
stated he left or foot, walked south on Mulberry to· utler Street, 
west on Butler t, Main Street·, where he caught __ a_ #45 ''Walker Homes 1

' 

bus, a city bus, going south cm Main Street, catchin this bus 
almost immediately after arriving on Main Street. 

He stated he rode this bu&Si to South Memphi and walked 
to 1644 Hanauer, I apt. 2, the apartm~~t currently occ pied by JOHN 
B. SMITH. He strted upon arrival at the SMITH residEtnce, someone 
had on the televfsion and they h~~rd the report on t~levision that 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 9 had been shot at approximately 6:01 
p.m. as he stood/ on the second floor balcony of the f;· rraine Motel. 

PHILLIPS stated that at ~o time during the period in 
which he stayed 4t the Lorraine Motel did anyone, to his recoll~ction, 
inquire as to where Dr. KING was staying or as to wh 0 ch room was 
being occupied by Dr. KING and he s~w no individuals in the area 
arousing his suspicions. 

I . 
PHILLIR3 stated that he paid no p~rticular attention 

to the buildings on South Main Street just west oft e Lorraine 
Motel and recall d seeing no one look out any of the windows. in 
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those buildings d ring the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
when he was in the process of leaving the motel. 

PHILLIP 
motel toward the 
see anything of a 

stated that as he was walking from the 
us stop, as irndicated above, he did not 
unusual nature. 
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