
---,, 

FBI MOB ILE 

FB 1 ~!ASH DC 

735710PM URGENT 5/7/68 LCC 

TO ALL SACS RELAY MESSAGE PLA~ 

FRnM DIRECTOR IP 

T~O ADDITIO~AL PHOTOGRAPH9 OF RAY WERE RELEASED TODAY 

TO YEWS MEDIA IM ~ASYI~STO~. P~OTOSRAP4 NUMBER 01E SHOULD 

BEAR CAPTION "JAMES EARL RAY CPYOTOSRAP4 TAKE~ NINETEE~ 

• SIXTY-SEVE~ IM MEXICO)." T4IS IS THE P~OTOGRAPH OF RAY IN DARK 

GLASSES AND SPORT SHIRT. PHOTOGR~PH NUM3FR TWO S~OULD BEAR 

CAPTION .. JAMES. E,ARL RAY CPHOTOGR4PH TAKEN LATS JANUARY OR 
EARLY FEBRUARY \JI•JETEEN SIXTY·-E:IG1-!T p,J C.ALIF'ORl\JIA)... THIS IS 

HEAD SHOT OF RAY I~ BUSINESS SUIT WHICH SHOWS MARKED CLEFT IN 

CHIN. YOU /\RE AUTHORI~ED TO REPRODUCE COPIES OF THESE TWO 

PHOTOGRAPHS LOCALLY A\JD YOU SHOULD IN.SURE T\.fEY RECEIVE WIDE­

SPREAD DISTRIBUTION THROUGH ALL MEDIA CONTACTS. FIVE COPIES OF 

E.AC 1-I OF T'-!ESE PHOTC3R1~PHS PREVIOUSLY F'UR'HSHED ALL OFFICES. 

LEGATS OTTAWA AND MEXICO ADVISED. 

FBI .MOBILE 

5 7 _.-J-6 L7., ,£2-1), .. 
SWCHED IND ----
SERIALl~FILED ' . 

MAY7 J · · . 
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FBI MoB'ILE 

FBI WASH DC 

1115PM URGENT 5/7/63 LCC 

TO MOBILE CLEVELA1D MEMPHIS 

F'ROM DI.RECTOR ?,P 

. \· 

MURKPJ ,:,: 

AS BOB CQr'JF?OY, ALLIANCE, 01uo, WHO DECLITED TO FUR'HSY STREET 

ADDRESS, TELEPH0\1ICALLY co:,JT.AC:IE'J SU~EAU ~\lD FUR\}IS4E'D F'OLL0 11J-

I~G INFORMATION. AT APPROYI~ATELY EIGHT THIRTY P.M., MAY SEVEN, 

INSTA~T, HE OBSERVED A~ INDIVIDUAL WHO RESEMBLED JAMES E4RL RAY 

COLOR, BEARI\13 WYAT Wi\S 3ELIEVED TO BE ALA3AM.4 LICf\1S1? TWO -SEVE~ CNF S~VE~ PI1HT SIX FOUR. LICE~SE HAD A RED 3ACKGROUND ~ITH ...--. 
LISHT ~U~ERALS~ THIS I1JIVIDUAL STOPPFJ A11 ~ElT INTO TJR~ER'S 

I \ /;. 
\. 

,~F'TER ,6.. FEW MINUTES C,!\ME CUT ,'4.'·JD DRO'JE OFF HEADE) SAST ON 

t't\PJ '3TREET. P.IDIVIDUl1L DESCRI3ED ,1,S '>JHITE MALE, T'H~TYF'IVE -

FORTY, FIVE FEET ELEVE~, ONE EIGHTY POU1)S, 3L~CK H~IR, A?PSARED 

TC 3E DYED, VERY DA~K TAN CO~PLEYIO~. COlROY OBSERVEJ W~ITE 

SEARCHED _ __. 
SERIAUZ _ .. 

M Y7 19 

'.·I 



••- ••-·-•~ •••• ----,-- , • F 

FEMALE 11 CAR BUT COUL1 DESCRI3~ YER A3 O~LY ~AVI~G A 

LOT OF JARK COLORED 3R~W~ OR BLACK HAIR. ~E OBSERVED 

ISSUED A~~ SET OUT APPR0°RIATE LEADS TO JSTERMI~E IF 

\1qL[ occ:Jp; ·JI C0 1JLJ 13:: I1F'HICAL jJT'-1 SUBJECT. 

:LEVELAND C0~8UCT A0 PROPRIATE INVSSTIGATION AT 

TUR\JER'S DRUGSTORE, INCLUDING DISPLAY OF SUBJECT'S 

PijOTOGRAPH, IN EFFORT TO IDENTIFY ABOVE PERSON. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

K MO VF'P 

F'B I MOB ILE 

TU 

/. 
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FBI 

Date: 5/8/68 

Transmit the following in ___ P_LA_I_N-----------,--,---------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_EL_E_TY_P_E __ _ URGENT 
(Priority) I 

------------- ----------------------------------L---~--- -

TO: BUREAU 44-38861 AND CLEVELAND 

FROM MOBILE 157-2627 

MURKIN. CR. 00 ME. 

RE ALA. LICENSE SEVEN DASH ONE SEVEN EIGHT SIX FOUR 
.':;·/;~· ,,,;,~i;l'~)•;'fi¾,f~.$p""';f:_'5.if ,..,",,.,,·,~.:-_.'. ,,_,J-f; 7~;,:.;:_~_\,)""tj:-::•:t-i:--:~:··1~!'."'.',~·':~7 •• ,r~¼;~.t,r,'/?t:•'~"'~ft!,;~.~~~~~~~~.-f-t~i~:~~p~~i$,i.;}~~~j_ 

,,s!m~t?t:,i,,\lt,ltJtl~~,f,!ft~, ¥ MAY SEVEN J SIXTYEIGHT • 

ELEVEN FIFTEEN P.M. MAY SEVEN LAST. 

ALA. LICENSE TWO DASH SEVEN ONE SEVEN EIGHT SIX FOUR AN 

IMPOSSIBLE NUMBER. 

MAY EIGHT, SIXTYEIGHT, MRS. MABEL BAILEY, LICENSE CLERK, 

DALLAS COUNTY, ALA. _PROBATE COURT, ADVISED THAT SIXTYEIGHT ALA. 

LICENSE TWO SEVEN DASH ONE SEVEN EIGHT SIX FOUR IS ISSUED TO 

WALLACE GREATHOUSE, RT. ONE, SELMA, ALA., FOR A FIFTYNINE PONTIA, 

TWO DOOR CATALINA, VIN ONE FIVE NINE T FOUR SIX FIVE-SEVEN, 

COLOR NOT RECORDED. THIS TAG WAS MAIL TO GREATHOUSE, JAN. 
- 9 

END PAGE ONE 

JTB:lpw , ~-
Approved: "fpruJ - (4~ 

Special A~ harge 



FBI 

Date: 

the following in _____________________ .,..... 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

(Priority) , I 

-----------------------------------------------L---
MO 157-2627 

PAGE TWO 

ONE LAST, CARE OF GENERAL DELIVERY, PEACH ORCHARD BRANCH, 

AUGUSTA, . GA. 

THIS LICENSE HAD BEEN ORDERED BY MAIL AND IN ORDERING 

TAG GREATHOUSE SAID HE WAS EMPLOYED WITH JAMES H. DREW SHOWS 

IN TRAVEL STATUS. . .. 
-rwe1-VC: . .-

CLEVELAND REFER TO MOLET TO ALL OFFICES~. NINETEEN/ 

SIXTYSEVEN, CAPTIONED, ALA. CAR, ITSMV MATTERS, WHICH SET 

INFORMATION CONCERNING MAIL ORDER TAGS ISSUED IN SEVERAL AL,.t\. 

COUNTIES. IT IS NOTED THAT PERSON ORDERING MAIL ORDER TAG 

MUST ONLY IDENTIFY HIMSELF AS EMPLOYED IN THE ENTERTAINMENT· 

BUSINESS OR THE MILITARY AND FURNISH ADDRESS WHERE TAG IS To:· 

BE MAILED. 

CLEVELAND DETERMINE IF JAMES H. DREW SHOWS OPERATING 

THE ALLIANCE, OHIO, AREA, AND CONDUCT - NEEESSARY 

TION TO LOCATE AND ELIMINATE GREATHOUSE. 

NO INSERT BEING SUBMITTED BY MOBILE. 

AM COPY MEMPHIS. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ADDENDUM: .. 
·con 



Si 

The following investigation was conducted by 
A SPENCER H. ROBB, April 30, l968 

T MONTGOMERY , ALABAMA  

kWFUS RAY, 25 East South Street, advised he is 
prom the U. S. Internal Revenue Service, after 

42 years service, and has resided in Montgomery some 40 
years. His son Lt. Col. JAMES EARL RAY, is serving with 
the U. S. Army in Vietnam. He said Lt. 001. RAYs son, 
JAMES EARL RAY, JR., has recently joined the U. S. Navy 
and is stationed in Jacksonville, Florida. 

Mr. RAY stated that to his knowledge the JAMES 
EARL RAY being sought in connection with this KING killing 
is not related in any way to his family. 



AlRR.AD, 

SAC• lllOIID (44-1987) 

llAC • 1ll1mtl ( lST-a&!T) { 1) 

Be Atl•tia Mlet,ne 10:31 a.a., 4/30/SI. 

1'lcl._ U'9 15 eoptu ~ J.avau_.uve 1~ 
retlectiag in~w didl ... JUI, ---•r,• Al.W, 

I;;.,.~;;.~"" ,,-i.,_.i.,t.~ du.-. ,_, · _ . ..,.,i.: , 1 ., __ • l f 
. -,:-~ --- ,, 

15?- '2,,62 7-y..t/ 
~--

.. ~ 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUJTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Post Office Box 2128 

Mobile, Alabama 36601 
May 7, 1968 

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W, C, Herron and 
James O I Conner 

I am enclosing herewith newspaper mat and proof 
concerning the above named individual, a badly wanted 
fugitive being sought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Aid of the nation 1 s press is being solicited in bringing 
about prompt apprehension of this person, 

Your cooperation in the use of the enclosed in 
publicizing this fugitive will be greatly appreciated by 
me o 

Enclosures 2 

75 - 1 each newspaper 
,::eg)- Mobile ( 157-2627), 

JTB:gre 
(77)r 

/ 
I 

Very truly yours, 

w: m. ,A,:f_~~~ ...... 

W. M. Alexa tler 
Special Agent in Charge 

Mobile territory 

/5?-)-£2.1- ~ 
SEARCHEliflNDEXE~ 
SEltiALIZED FILED ..,e::_ 

M Y 9 19i8 
FBI-MOBILE 
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R8T 

DFTRCIT 

SEVEN TYREE T4REE ZE~O ZERO ZERO, EXTENSIO~ SSVE~, ROOM 

THREE T~O FOUR. NO EAL TICKET FOU1D, I~DICATI~S 1ELTA TICKET 

/57- 1--b 2-?- J-6 
SEARCHE~INDEXffD 
SERIALIZ .. ED.~ 

0 
F~~D. . 

r~ f\V "' i::,68 ,!{ .l 'V 

_E 1,-_l\/lOBILE 



MM (44-1854) 

PAGE T'JJO 

USED. DETROIT CONQUCT ~.JF:C:ESSARY INVFSTIGATIO\l TO 

ELIMI!\IATE. 

RESFRVATIO~ ~4DE EAL, ATL~~TA, APRIL FIVE, A~J TICKET 

PURCH4SEJ ATLANTA, APRIL SIX, ~CR TlAVEL Jv i. J. 1~LTO~, 

~03ILE TO ATLA~TA 01 EAL ?LIGHT srv z:Ra ~CU~ F 0~ APRIL T~FLVE, 

ATLA~TA TO AU3~STA 

PIFTE 01 EAL SIX ZERO Q~E ~ n~ APlI~ 
' 

FIVE 

-.. \ 
I 



(' l"',\1!;' 
•.J . ._,, ·---'. 

ATL1'JT:\ TO 

TJ~ TICKET JSEJ. ATLA~TA CCJJUCT MEC2SSARY I~VFSTIS~TIO~ 

DELTA, S~VA~1AY ~OR TRAVEL BY JOHN ~ILLAlD 

'' 



0M (44-1354) 

PAGE FOUR 

PASSE~GER CC~TACTEJ t ATLANTA C~ U1S?ESIFIEJ DATE A~D GAVE 

ELI ""I \.JA TE• 

RESE~VATIO~ MADE AT EAL ATLA1TA VIA EAL C~ARLOTTE ON 

TRAVEL OF I ,.., 
tJ • -.J. C OR T. C.) G .ALT 

TICK~T LOCATEJ. C4~RLOTTE CO~TA:T TELEP~O~E 3IVE~ AS T~C 

SIX FIVE - FIGYT T~O O~E ONE. RFS~RVATIO~ DRI8INALLY ~~DE 

AJJITID~AL PASSE~2f1. SUPPLEME~TAL TELETYPE FOLLOWS RE THIS 

flI Y:03ILE 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10. 
5010-104 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO :SAC (157-2627) DATE: 5/7/68 

FROM : SA ROY H. EVELAND 

SUBJECT:MtJRKIN 

CR 
(00: ME) 

Re Memo All Agents dated 5/3/68. 

On 5/7/68 the following persons representing the named laundries 
and dry cleaning establishments in Opelika, Alabama were shown the IO of 
JAMES EARL RAY and were also alerted to the laundry marks 1162B-611 on red 
thermo tape and "20R-3" on white thermo tape. 

rurn/ 
(1) 

Mrs. R. L. TRIMBLE, Employee, Handy One Hour Cleaners, 
515 Ermine 

Mrs. DOROTHY MASTERS, Masters Launderette and Cleaners, 
200 Second Avenue . 

ELLIS MC CONNELL, Owner, McConnell's One Hour Cleaners, 
821 Avenue A 

JASON MIRACLE, Manager, Midway Plaza One Hour Martinizing 
Cleaners, AuburnpOpelika Highway 

JIMMY BROACH, Manager, Opelika One Hour Martinizing Cleaners, 
110 South Eighth 

PAUL ODOM, Owner, Paul~ Cleaners, 1812 Pepperell Parkway 
T. E. PETERSON, Owner, Peterson's Cleaners, 417 Columbus Hwy. 
Mrs. W. C. MC CLENDON, JR., SWISS CLE4NEBS, 1001 Avenue B 

IS?-2-6' ?7- j!;;)? 

p ~-·· 
~-~--~c:--



.. :·Etf:'S 

Memorandum 
SAC (157-2627) (P) DATE: $/6/68 

FROM SA Raymond J. Maxwell 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR 
( 00: ME) 

Rememo of SAC dated 5/J/68. 

In accordance with instructions set forth in reference m 
on 5/6/68 SA RAYMOND J. MAXWELL exhibited WF on subject RAY a 
the following establishments in Dothan, Ala., with negative 
results. Employees at these establishments advised they will 
notify the FBI if any resembling RAY consacts their firms: 

Bishop Cleaners and Laundry 

Dothan One-Hour Cleaners 

Dothan Steam Laundry 

Hazel Hurst Lanndry and Cleaners 

Merry-go-Round Cleaners 

Modern Cleaners 

Monarch Dry Cleaners 

Spotless Cleaners 

Super~on Cleaners 

(1) 
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FBI ~li03 I Lf 

I 

1?13PM URSE~T 5-9-53 LJL 

TO DIR[CTOR (~b-33861) A~D f03ILF (157-?527) 

FRJ~ CLEVELAND (44-555) IP 

SIX EIG4T; ~O COPY MOBIL£: AjJ MOS ILE TELETYPE TO 9UREAJ MAY EIGHT, 

SIX EIG'-!T. 

:;:;-oR I\ffO ~"nSILE, WIT\lfSS TUR.IJER DRUG STORE, AL.LI4:\JCE, 

OHIO, ~DVISE0 I~DIVIDUAL W~b APP~AREJ AT THE DRUG STORE 0~ MAY 

ADVISEJ T~IS D~TE NO CIRCUSES OR CAR~IVALS ARS OPE~ATI~S I~ THE 

PJTF'RVIE'd WC\LLAGE 3REAJtff,iJSE, ROUTE 01\lE, FOR THE PROCESS OF 

0 
' . 

T rn 
t.i .L'..,d 

p 

;7 --u~?--f311 

SERIALIZE~ILED 
SEARCHED · . IND~EXED 

. · MAY9 19 8 . 
-M0.81~ 



-- -- - .. '' ~--~ - -
-.:ti• 

i\U\::i~.v:~, I'.JTS,1ifIEiJ[') YESTElDDiY l\T) SC\11 \)'.J ?'-(C)".Jl:.' c~.LL3 :::v::a 
\ 

RFCEIVE0 3Y YEq FROM ~~v U~K~O~~ ¥~LE ASKING FDl HER HUSBAND, 

SI~CE HIS RELEASE FROM MISS8URI ST~TE PE1ITE1TIARY. C\LSO STATES 

~O TNDIVIDUA~S CAME TO HOUSE ASKI1G FOR ~USBA~1. 

SYE ~~S U~A3LE TO IDENTIFY A~Y PHOT~ 

RESI1E. YRS. 3RITTOi A)VIS 



p T -.r-
. . ,. ·" ) ' 

-.._1-.:-' l T".7:..) 
•/_- .. ,\:-·I•' 

., 



I •\'TERI/I 

IJE~TI~Y PlOTOS OF RAY AS I1lIVI0UAL SEF~ 3Y WER. 

R~Y SY THOMAS 3RITTC~, IT ~PPEARS T4AT 3PITTo~·s I~~QR~ATION IS 

SORRSCT, T n ·,J.".11', 
J -. - . i -; .i -,-



?.~ G FOUR 

CAFE A~) ~IJHT CLUl, IDE1TIFI~D 3Y 3RITTJ~ AS A~CTHER PLAC~ 

REFERREJ TO qv ~AY I~ CO~VERS~TIC~S WITH 3RITTO~ I~ PF~, T4IS 

OPER~TED 3Y ~OLLIS' 3R0T~ , ~AR0LD ~OLLIS. THIS PL~C~ HAS BEEN 

1{AROLJ !-!GLLIS ST,'{TE PHOTOGRAPHS o::;- S'.J'.3JFCT NOT I'JENTICC\L \i1ITH 

THRCU3H SIXTY, OR S!4CS APP., SIXTYSEV~~- BOT~ 4SLLISfS, 

All STATF TH~Y 1ILL COOPERATE ~ITH FSI, £SPECIALLY I~ VISV Cf 

COOK, ~YRTL~ ~ELSG~, I~ ALL-STATE CAF~, 30TH IDENTIFY SIXTY 

SEV~N AM~ SIXTYEIG~T P~OTOS OF RAY AS PtRSO~ THEY HAVE SEE~ I~ 

LffOR~,JATI ON 



M~TTtR CO~SI0ERABLE THOUGHT IN EFFORT TO RECALL ~ORE DEFI~ITE 

S1XTVSEVE1, TO ~ATE OBTAI1EJ AS FOLLOWS: CHATTA~OOGA, TE~N., TWO 

SIX SIX - C~E FOUR ZERn FIS~T, CALlEJ OCT srVE~TEEN, TWO iINE, NOV. 

SIXTEE1, T~E~TY, LAST; J~FFERSO~ ~ITY, ½O., SIX THREE SIX - EIS~T 

CALLEJ OCT. THRE~, LAST: CGLLSCT CALL FOUR, 

LAST, RECEIVE'J FROM 1-!CPEWELL, VA.., FOUR FIVE' EI3KT - FnUR SIX ONE F'IVE 

DSC • S I X L /1-S T • 

¥C1ILE, RICHro1J, KA.~SA.S :ITY, A~D KNOXVILLE, IJENTIFY ONLY 

SU3SCRI3ERS .nF TELEPHQ,\lE: 1•JLJ~1RFRS I\J YOUR AREA, C\S LISTED A.30VF, AND 

C mrnuc T_ PJDI 8 ES CHECK AND J ISCRFET I \l'J UIRY. '.) O NOT PJTERVI E••' ,' AT 

THIS TIME, AS SUC4 ¥IGµT COMPRO~ISE CR A~TAGONIZ~ THC~~S BRITTON, 

~HO IS BEI~G ryEVELOPED AS SOURCE. BIRMI~G~AM WILL CO~DUCT SI~ILAR 

I'lVESTISATIO\J CO\JCER',jl\lG C~LLS 111A1JE TO TELEPHC\JE:S LOC~TEO I\l 

DIVISIO~. NOTS NO CALLS rADE TO A~Y TFLEPYO~E NUMBFR KNOWN TD HAVE 

FBI iV'QJ3 ILE 



ff(,H 

Ffft!Mt 

~~ ~ (44-~Q \ Jkl',.,i~~ll,l!'J;\. ~~ .,, , ' ,I 

fl))m& ( 157•-ii-621) ( i:) 

B~•d ~~wtm &lk"¥3"qb 1• ~~•~.eh 
9t' ·~ -~~!\N!l!:•N:f~NfUl•{l l•l•t:,p.e~,. 

9V hletn:• d.atltld 5/(::;/9!, t!l•"'1~1Md WY1tpJd tl'tlti 
15i1tt~~ tl:t t\t~i" D~ S~. Jl,l11.a.ntM1 810:#' tf.il!'tnd \Mt 
~ ·1.1.t4.1~t4~a1 -.be•~-~~ •t the dN~ at~ ••• D4lt idf'mti.­
~l ti) ~:r~ t?leffla~ al.1.1\'J 11rd~·ia~H~l th4t ~"' ~•~ '"° n-m1-
V1'lflt ,:jp,~'¥1~ 1ft Ill• Alll•~# ~)h1•1 a.n~ at ~-t and •~t 
r·tl'lln1' leN r~r Miell;tla 11t ,l.~1iil>'•A!l,,"'Ji!~.ill , t:o l"•k amt ittt«~ 
1tlat11 ~#i!J~"~JJ\ Giffi:~SI,-. \ht. t,'1:ro:@:••• '!l.1id,na-
t1.on," 

1nt.v4 1,~t 111 ~ili'i! wl~t>.,~ptt, 5/iP.J/j,, Al.a .. 
li~>tJ:ltii! 21-Je ••- le~dtld t;.) ~JftCVS.S- It,. l;il' ~la, 
Al&.~ .~a 1t. N•lt ,~f' ~ ~itll o~~r nd. ~•• !'orw~~ t.~ hfi!li, 
tHU~ .J.f' ~~Pal i.ieliv~~.,,, 'Pheb 0~.~1 ~Mlt#) Altpata,. .... 

/57-~tA?,, ¥3;;,_ 

~ 
~ 



let•~ -.a ~ to Wob.1111 le'°'l,fJ::r" " All Oftt._• 
,/61~. •l'ti~t -;.IL.4. CA!tJ ffaD -~·'• ~td,_, NI ... 

r l'1f01'NUM ~ -11 Ol\le~ tap ~cl\ an 1-.., 
1n -~ Al$. eou~td.ea td, the ~tlt' 'Div. ~ ·ap: 
_,. • •~ 1't 1.-,~;r.- •1Nt or ~•le~ Ol" ln JeN'ffl am 
an -.mt lie d\a\eftr •~ 1, lftd.1~ted tr ta ,-~ tdea. 
ttti.►.1l h~lr- •• b•t•c in -- -~-n&!.-t: :tS.lt - b tM 
•Uite:r, ftff10fi,. J!. P•te edd.~ 1- :18~ ,_ ta.. '- H­
atpt,. 

. ~ M1»r; a 511. 4'Ntit1,. ·tag. t•~ 1• . •• !MleaU.-. . . 
~t flBAftl'IJH _. H•ll 1~ Sela. Ala,..~ (l;e Della Cantv-. 
ard :la • -~~• ·.r •"1• 1ttt~t1•# t.u:re le tttl tavea,1-
gat!oa t. • ~l• -, the Mobil• Clf't'!.ca 1n •l'\ 11Jt'f&l"'t t• 1 .. -. 
~lit. 

BAV,,11SA11. Wtll. ·--~- to l"8• w~ ....... 
8fflMnl tkd .. l1ttt%'1' '# ,._. e~w ~-•~ ~••• _ ••at 

tb.14 be M:f M .__teetef t& d~~lM lf ~ .-w . 
,._1ll17 - .W.«f·t1llloal wtth JJ411a Elli& BAT. . 

~-. llfUl ~ .. , -~--- at >J.l1eMMt, ~­
- df.fYelcip aa~• Of' ~latftaio - (:OJlffl)T .... inWnih 
h:ta h ,-,_~ ~m:tug th• bldtttf~al ~ b;r 11,lte"" 

In t.te evet1:t •ate :t~t.1-:t,t..•• at ~~ ad.· 
-•-~ 4•• n«K ftJMtlt bit 1uat1• •r !(ALLMS a&i.l.,.._,. 
.t-t t• --~~, ~•. c1.-1a~ at-~ to t~ a:111 t-:b1!110t14 
t• ,,._, 11.. »~ A.a b;J' «ft~ w.t.-h -an~l.'4 ~~ 
CttiMitt~l, Ohio. 
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CALLS FROM PUBLIC T"ELEPHONES 
IN"rERSTNrE .1 O, DECEMBER 15-17, 1967 

investigation waG c ucted by SA 

7, 1968, Mr. WALTER FRIDAY, Administrator, 
spital, Butler, Alabama~ advisea that tele-

9<~1+61 has been assigned to that hos pl tal for 
sevc ars, He said that he has no knowledge concerning 
any tele calls received at this hospital from Orange, 
Texas, or any out-of-state calls in December 1967, as such 
calls rP 1ved the hospital are not cent ly recorded. 
He Elahi that he could not recall any patient at the hospital 
who might logically have received any telephone calls from 
Orange, Texas. FRIDAY advised that he checked with several 
c:1erlca1 ::rnp1,.Jyees of the hospital who se.r>ved at •,.rarying 
times on telephone duty but none could reca~l any long dls­
ta~.n ,2Jls from the State of Texas. 

The following investigation was cunductea by SA 
D,, CAMPBELL: 

On May 8, 1968_, Mr" CHARLES B, ST'EPHENS, Semmes 
Nursecy, Semmes, Alabama., advised that he has had telephone 
number 342-1435 for a long time and that during the middle 
of December 1967, he had received a call at the Nursery from 
a customer by the name of PPi'I'FIELD, who cal led from Houston, 
Texas. He said that PATFIELD had a short time before gone 
in t nursery business and was then maKing most of his 
telephone calls from public telephones. 

May R, 1968, WILLIAM T. HODGES, 1107 Hannon 
1 le, "lat2ma~ advised that he has nad telephone 

0 for the past ten years. He said that he 
cL \··2s Et truck moving fL_:;P-ure for Bekins Van 
::ecernber 16, 1967 1 he i,a.s j_ - ,_ 2pu.s Christi, 

n:::;sidence of c ,,,1s,_,e ,_,.,-., {e recalled the 
,_,i;J 1"1.ib sister•-~.j_r1=1av;!E, LiJ_1•th.cia~/, ( . .;.Lid on tha.t 

occ,; __ ,>.1,, Pe called his wife in Moo:Lle from orpu;-:, C ti, 

SEARCHED..- . __ ..IND!~~----··-·· 
SERIALIZE~---.FI L ··-··-··-·· 

MAY9 1968 
FBI - MOBIL£ ' 



a·ny, ,::~,r1e 
,;.t any 1 

Houston 9 

LTJ\M T, HODGES advlsed that the only long 
received in Mobile in December 1967 was 

,&.n•"' 1n Corous Christi, I'exas, She said that 
vr,J :1::· ca11 from the Houston 11 Texas, area, 

~tc Mobile J~phone number 479-7378 is lssued to 
,, Hes tcrn2cmt and Lounge, Highway 90, Inquiry 

. "";: )ll f3 ., J g6E3 y refleeted that the manager of 
tbL, Cf'. t :il j ,, 1.merit du:r,ing December 1967 was PRANCES PATRONAS, 
w11r, ts no111.1 .lor:ar;ed in Bel .Ai.r Apartments, Mom. le, 

n,~ 9y 1968,i) Mrs. FRANCES PATRONAS, Apartment 
11~c n,, l\ m"nts, advised that she recalls receiving 
no tt<!e calls at Captain Pete 1 s Restaurant and Lounge 
from he ate of Texas during December 1967 and could fur-
nhih no information concerning any t:;uch calls, 

Jv1J\RCH\HET1 GHIFFIN and MAF{{ V'EAT.rIERELL, waitrEmES at Captain 
Pet,\•, :.o t uu:rnt and Lounge during December 1967, were 1o-
eated tt1rough ~-1rs, PATRONAS, MARGARE'fl GRIFFIN could recall 
no t,el.ephone cal.Is from the State of Texas o MARY WEATHER.ELL 
advised she recalls a man who had been a customer at this 
Lounge on a number of occasions, name not recalled. and she 
SRerns to recall that this customer had received a phone call 
,~112 night from a girl i'ri.end from r11exas, T·he eall she has 
recollection of was definitely a personal call from a girl 
f She said that this man is a traveling salesman who 
had been coming through Mobile on a number of occasions in 
the nRs~ and had frequently stopped in at this Lounge. 

Tt,ese r;:.,ons were shown photographs of JAMES EARL 
RAY but could not identify any of the photographs as being 
s1rn11:::i c, 2;:c1c1:_' 2,:::en by them in the past" 



AIR MAIL 

SAC• MBMP1lIS (44-1987) 

PROM: SAC, MOBILE (157•26Zr)(P) 

SU~t ~ 
( OOt MDIPHIS) 

5/3/68., 
Eneloa•d ror Memphis are 25 cop1dtt!J tJf ,m 1rma:rt 

and ror Bouton, two o~p1ea, a,etting forth tl'Ml result.a or 
the 1nves-tigat1on in the Mobile Div .. t:n'>n.eemb:tg t.ne f"®r 
telephone numben l1$ted 1.n ref'erenoed Houston aivte,1., 

ARMED Am> DANBOOVS. 

2-Jl!mphis (Enes. 25) 
2-Houst.on ( 44-1509 )(Enea. 2) 
~obU• 
~·ur lg 
(0) cL{; 

~, 

J57,-v6t7, t/3/ 

~ 
y 



0.9 (Re.v. 5•22-64) 

FBI. 

Date: May 7, 1968 
Transmit the following in ---------------------------.,.­

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ AIR_-'-T-'-E---"-L ____ __:_ __ _ 

All SACs and LEGATs 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

MURKIN 
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987) . 

(Priority) 

The Bureau has designated Memphis as office of origin in this case. 
I 

You were previously advised that leads in this Top Ten Fugitive case 
-:,,<)Jmst be handled within 24 hours" The Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Houston, 

c::f~ckson, Kansas City, Los Angeles, New Orleansj St. Louis, and Springfield 
; '.Offices are to prepare the results of tlleir investigation to date in report form 1 

-'" ·not as an insert. At such time as the amount of investigation in these fieid 
· offices does not appear to warrant individual reports, adv.se the Bureau and 
office of origin that inserts being prepared in future in lieu of reportsj UACB. 

All other offices will record the results in appropriate form and 
. transmit 15 copies of each to the office of origin for inclusion in reports 
submitted by the Memphis Office o Should investigation increase in any such 
·•·ea warranting submission of individual report, do so and advise the Bureau 
· "nil Memphis. · 

LEGATs are to submit results of investigation which can be 
disseminated in letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination., llta.w 
administrative data which cannot be disseminated is to be set forth in the 
administrative section of your transmittal communication. Look-alikes and 
other leads resolved and reported by cablegram or other communication nee~ 
not be rereported as copies of these communications are being forwarded offic,e· 
of origin by the Bureau for administrative handling of the case. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUSo 



In Reply, Please Refer w, 

File No. 

UN1.LED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Ju:STICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Post "Office - ·Box 2128 
Mobile J Alabama 36601 

May 10, 1968 

RE: JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvos Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, 
James Walton, W. C. Herron and 
James · 0 1 Conner 

,re previously been furnished with information 
concerning the above named individual who is a badly wanted 
fug:ltive being sought by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

E.nc losed herewith for you are two additional photo­
graphs of Jatne8. Earl Ray, one taken during 1967 in Mexico .. 
and the other taken in late January or early February, 1968 
in California. 

It will be appreciated if' you will use these photo­
graphs in givd.ng additional publicity to th;is fugitive. 

Very tt-uly yours, 

IA/, h?-~ 
W. M. Alexander 
Spfcial Agent in Charge 

Enclosures 2 

75 - 1 each newspaper, Mobile territory 
6 - 1 each TV station, Mobile territory 

,72) - Mobile ( 157-2627) 
··JTB:gre 
(83) 9-_R./ 

/ 

I 
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·. -.. ,.,; 

FBI 

Date: 5/7/68 

Transmit the following in -----------.........,.,,,.._.-_.,.,....---...,.....,.--------1 
(Type in plain text or code) 

V AlRTEL AIRMAIL ia ---""""""'---------- -------.,.,,,..---,--..,--,,......,..'""'::'":",,...,.,..,.---,-------, 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

-- ----------------~ -'----=-- -----------------L- ----- _, 
TO 

.FROM . • 
SAC, Memphis (44-1987) 

SAC, New Orleans (157-10673)(P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
( 00: Memphis) 

Rerep SA STEPHEN M. CALLENDER dated 4/29/68 at New: 
Orleans. 

Memphis and Atlanta can refer to pages 19 through 
24 of rerep, which sets forth a list of all guests who were re­
gistered at the Provincial Motel, 1024 Chartres Street, New 
Orleans, La., between 12/17 and 19/67~ · 

2 - Memphis 
3 - Atlanta (44-2386) 
2 - Baltimore 
3 - Buffalo 
3 Chicago 
2 - Cincinnati 
2 - Detroit 
2 - Houston 
2 - Jacksonville 
2 - Miami 

- M.• inneapo.lis 
- Mobile 

2 - New York 
2 - Oklahoma City 

- 3 - Pittsburgh 
2 - San Diego 

.:. , .. 2:• - Springfield ! 
2 - New Orleans 
SMC:epk 
(41) 

// 

I 
/ 

J 
/ 



NO 157-10673 

Other Offices receiv;ing copies of this ai:rtel :we:re .· 
not furnished. rerep and so the following b1ckground infon,ation · 

· is being set forth to assist thes.e Offiees ln co1tducting ·the 
requested investigati0n; 

· Investigation has determined that the subject, using 
the name of ERIC·GALT, left Los Angelea, Calif., on 12/15/67, 
driving his Mustang automobile, in the, company of CHARLES J. 
STEIN, of.Los Angeles. STEIN hadfonntrly .been a resident of 
New Orleans and the alleged purpose of thitlJ trip was for STEIN 
to pick up two children of his si$ter's who w•u:e residing in 
New Orleans and return them to.California. According to STEIN, 
they arrived in New Orleans on 12/17/67 Jnd left New Orleans on. 
12/19/67. STEIN stayed with relative, ~nd investigation has 
determined that subject registered at the Pritvincial Motel, 
1024 Chartres Street, New Orleans, on 12/17/67 as ERIC S. GALT 
and was assigned room 126. The registration card, indicated 
GALT's automobile to be a Mustang bearing Ala.balQa. license 
1-38993 and his address as 2608Highland Aven"e, lirmingha.m, 
Ala. The subject, as GALT, stayed at the motel until 12/19/67 
when he checked out. ' 

Interviews of motel employees in regards to the 
subject have been negative in that they eannot recall him. 

There is set forth under a caption iloreach Office 
the identity or identities of persons -staying at the Provincial 
Motel from 12/17 through 19/67. ?h~ idf.Jntities of these pe:rsons 
were obtained from the motel :r:egistratiQll ~ard.s as well as other 
infonnation which isset forth under,the nut:. The date 
listed under each name is the date the individua.l or indi-viduals 
stayed at the motel. Each Office should lecate and interview 
these individuals for any knowledge or contact they may h~v,e 
had with the supject •. Various photvgra.phs ot·Jm.S URL UY, 
which have been · furnished to all QfftQes, she.uld be displayed 
to these individuals to ascertain if they rec•ll RAY. 

In order to ••.4tilft Meltlphis, the Office of Origin. in 
.this matter, each Office.should set forth the re$ult$ of this 
investigation in report .form with copies of the reports desig-
nated for the Bureau and Memphis. · 

2 



NO 157-10673 

In the preparation ()f these reports, lt is suggested 
that an appropriate predication for this pa.rt· of the il'ivesti~ 
gation be utilized in the details prior tQ reportj.ng the results 
of contacts with these individuals~ A.s an example, the foll0w;... 
ing information might be used for this pr•dicat:i.on; · 

Information was Received :f'rom th, Nff ·Qtleatul 
Office of the FBI that (insert ~am., a.ad. ad.dress 
of person) had registered OJ (inst:rt da.t.e) .at 
the Provincial Motel, 1024 itnlar'C;:rtrs :$tree:t, 
New Orleans, Louisiana. ,, 

Of course, if·any pertinent in!orinati()nis dev,loped;, 
as a result of these contacts, this infof'Jll4tioit $htuld be br(>ught 
to the attention of the Bureau and Ne-.phis bY: the ln.Ost exp!di-
tious means. · 

Each Office is reminded that prj'fiouslur•auinstruo­
tions are that leads in captioned ;matter·. sboul4 be covered 
within 24 hours • · ··· · 

ATLANTA 

RAY EASTERWOOD 
139 Briar Lane, Atlanta,·O;\. 
Room 219 
One in Party 
12/18/67 

E.. D. ELL IO.TT 
1610 Southland Circle, N. W. , 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Room 202 
One in party 
12/19/67 

N. R. HINEC 
1610 Southland Avenue 
Atlanta, Georgia 
One in party 
12/19/67 

3 

•. --'.:-~'.i"fi>.. . 
. . ........ ; 

\~.': :·> 
-~ 



NO 157-10673 

BALTIMORE 

BUFFALO 

Mr. and Mrs. R. C. MATTBEWS 1 JI\ .. 
2126 Mobry Road, Northeast 
Atlanta, Oa. 
Car - Pontiac, Georgia license 2511476 
Room 214 · 
Two in party 
12/19/67 

Mr. and Mrs. Waldorf Pl::i.tcher 
10820 Georgia Avenue 
Wheaton, Maryland . 
Car - Chevrolet, Maryland license AE %099 
Room 225 
Two in party 
12/18/67 

Mr. and Mrs. CUTTEN J. CARLSON · 
200 Collinworth Drive/ 
Rochester, New York 
Room 222 
Two in party 
12/17/67 

Mr., and Mrs. VINTON P. OSTRANCftER. 
126 Meadow Lane 
Buffalo, New York 
Car= Cadillac, New York licen$e TP 3035 
Room 207 
Two in party 
12/19/67 



NO 157-10673 

CHICAGO 

Mr. and Mrs • WENDELL H. WAYNE 
P .. O. Box 975, Evanston, Ill. 
Car - Pontiac, Illinois license 85299 
Room 215 
12/18/67 

EMIL F. MEIER 
2514 Pioneer Road 
Evanston, Ill. 
Car - Buick, Illinois license BX 1449 
Room 211 
Two in party 
12/19/67 

CINCINNATI 

DETROIT 

HOUSTON 

GERSON POLASKY 
123 North McNichen 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
12/18/67 

Mr. and Mrs. W. G. PINKER 
2261 Rolling Green Road 
Saginaw, Michigan 
Car - Oldsmobile - Michigan license LP 5907 
Room 118 
Two in party 
12/18/67 - 12/23/67 

Mro and Mrs. N. M. JONES, JR. 
213 Hutcheson, Houston, Texas 
License - Texas MIN 249 
Room 106 
Two in party 
12/19/67 

5 



NO 157-10673 

JACKSONVILLE 

MIAMI 

G. L. POSTLETHWAIT 
General Delivery, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Car - Dodge, California license VF 45l 
Room 214 
Two in party 
12/18/67 

W. H. RUNGLER (?) 
2899 Columns Avenue, Miami, Fla. 
Car= Cadillac, Florida license lWWll380 
12/18/67 

MINNEAPOLIS 

MOBILE 

Mro and Mrs. E. S. KNUTH 
514 Ebony, Duluth, Minn. 
Room 112 
Two in party 
12/17/67 

Mrs o HENRY J ~,-_ SHER.RILL 
301 Woodland Avenue 
:&rolhie, llaoa~, 
Room 117 
Two 'in party --
12/17 / 67 ----
Lto Col. WILLIAM P. FISHER 
610 A Seventh Street 
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama 
Car= Pontiac, Alabama license 3-2541 
Room 108 
Two in party 
12/19/67 

6 
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NO 157-10673 

NEW YORK 

Dr. and Mrs~ DAVID L. ROSNER 
87 Soundview Drive 
Port Jefferson, New York 
Car - Oldsmobile - New York license 
Room 101 
Two in party 
12/18/67 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

Mr. and Mrs. MIKE EPPLES 
1231 South Owasso 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
License - Oklahoma D8762 
Room 231 
Two in party 
12/18/67 

PITTSBURGH 

SAN DIEGO 

GORDON WELLMAN 
132 Forest Court 
Irwin, Pennsylvania 
Room 110 
12/19/67 

AUSTIN L. CONWAY 
3.28 Highland Pines Drive 
Pittsburgh 37, Pennsylvania 
Room 102 
One in party 
12/19/67 

STEVE FULLER 
4077 Hamilton Street, San Diego, Calif. 
Car= Volkswagen, California license VOD 912 
Room 109, two in party, 12/18/67 

. 7 . 



NO 157-10673 

SPRINGFIELD 

ROBERT A. CONEY, Judge 
311 Fayette Street 
Peoria, Ill.inois 
Car - Buick, Illinois license 3281 
Room 212 
Three in party 
12/17/67 

NEW ORLEANS 

JOE PARISH 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana 
Room 108 
12/18/68 

A. A. CASBARIAN 
716 Governor Nichols 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Car - Jaguar, Louisiana license 29B986 
Room 205 
Two in party 
12/19/67. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

8 



FBI MOBILE 

71 I \lORF'OLK 

lJRSE:'!T 5/10/6(; 

T L. 

ON ~AY ~I~E LAST, n~VIJ ~AYES, STRICKLA~J·s ESSn 

S~RVICE STATIO~, LASKI~ Rl., VIR3I~I~ JEACY, V~., AJVISEJ 

1 T 
:,..,..L ,J A 

ATTE~JA~TS AS SE~FRALLY FITTI~~ JESCRIPTI01 OF R~Y AS 

SUSPECT 1JSED 1.{UMBLE OIL A1:,l1J CREJIT NO. 

T~REE FIVE FOUR JASY SEVEl T41EE T~P~ )ASH EIS~T 

HIS PURS~ASE. 4AYSS A~VISED T~AT I~ 

/ / - ;z.,.-b ,2. ~ !':/" 
SEARC_ ffED~NDEXEQ .. 
8EBIALIZE~ILE~ 

MAY 1019oS . 
fBI-MOBILS 

, r 

... ",, 

•--~~-)..,ia••~--·:<._s_ :.:,# ~ .. ~.,;: __ ,~••'~:-:•.-



•-· - - ··- ·- -·•- -- -- - -·-
r 

/ 
ISSUED ON SAID CRFJIT CARD. 

LI':::E:\lSE rIVE :1 I"JE D/\S'-l FOUR ?:ERC SIX FIVF 

'JCRFDLK 'HLL CO\JTI'J'JE I'.'JVFSTI'?.'..\TIO'.i TO LOCATE I\lSL\\)T 

fi'1 V 
'.t...,.t\ 

F3 I ~~C'3 I LE 



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5 /10 /68 
PLAINTEXT 

Transmit the following in ------------------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ T_E_L_E_T_Y_PE ______ U_R_G_E_N_T ____________ ---1 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
TO BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

FROM MOBILE (157-2627) 

MURKIN, CR. 00: ME 

THE FOLLOWING RECEIVED FROM NORFOLK BJ TELETYPE THIS 

DATE. 

RE SUSPECT UNSUB, AKA 

ON MAY NINE LAST, DAVID IIPlYES, STRICKLAND'S ESSO SERVICE 

STATION, LASKIN RD., VIRGINIA BEACH, VA., ADVISED THAT AN 

INDIVIDUAL RESEMBLING JAMES EARL RAY CAME INTO HIS SERVICE 

STATION DRIVING A NINETEEN SIXTY GREEN FOUR-DOOR OLDSMOBILE 

BEARING SIXTYEIGHT ALABAMA.LICENSE FIVE NINE DASH FOUR ZERO 

SIX FIVE. UNSUB DESCRIBED BY THREE ATTENDANTS AS GENERALLY 

FITTING DESCRIPTION OF RAY AS PER MOST RECENT PHOTOGRAPH OF 

RAY WITH SUNGLASSES TAKEN IN MEXICO. 

UNSUB SUSPECT USED HUMBLE OIL AND REFINING CREDIT CARD 

NO. THREE FIVE FOUR DASH SEVEN THREE THREE DASH EIGHT NINE TWO 

DASH FIVE IN THE NAME OF ROBERT L. MOORE TO MAKE HIS PURCHASE. 

END PAGE ONE (5?-UZ,7 .... ~J. 



FBI 

Date: 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ----------------------ill 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

(Priori~y) I 

-~-- -------------------------------------------L----

MO 157-2627 

PAGE TWO 

HAYES ADVISED THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER UNKNOWN SUSPECT LEFT 

STATION HAYES RECALLED A REWARD FLYER HAD BEEN ISSUED ON 

SAID CREDIT CARD. 

MOBILE AT MONTGOMERY .A,t.8.~ DETERMINE REGISTRANT OF 

SIXTYEIGHT ALABAMA LICENSE FIVE NINE DASH FOUR ZERO SIX FIVE _, 

AND DEVELOP ANY INFO. 

PHILADELPHIA AT BALA CYNWYD, PA., CONTACT HUMBLE OIL 

AND REFINING CO RE DETAILS SURROUNDING REWARD FLYER ON 

INSTANT CREDIT CARD. 

NORFOLK WILL CONTINUE INVESTIGATION TO LOCATE INSTANT 

UNKNOWN SUSPECT. AIR MAIL COPY MEMPHIS. 

THIS LICENSE IS FOR ST. CLAIR COUNTY COVERED BY 

BIRMINGHAM. BIRMINGHAM HANDLE LEAD SET FORTH FOR MOBILE. 

AM COPIES ND.RmlLK, MEMPHIS AND PHILADELPHIA. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

END. 

_ Approved: --,-------_,;,____.__ 
Spe.cial Agent in Charge 



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5/10/68 

Transmit the following in ____ ___;:Pc..c..L=A=I=NT=E=XT==--------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ---~T-E=LE=TY=P=E~ ______ UR~· ~G=E=NT~-----------
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: 

FROM: 

BUREAU (44-38861) 1 BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) AIII> 

MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

MOBILE ( 157-2627) 

MURKIN. 00 ME • 

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL TO THE BUREAU, TWELVE TWENTY PM, 

MAY NINE INSTANT. 

MONROEVILLE, ALA. TELEPHONE WMBER SEVEN FOUR THREE 

:BEVElf TWO THREE SIX, SUBSCRIBED TO BY BOYD RAY, HILLEY, 'l'WO 

ZERO EIGHT DENNIS ST. 1 MONROEVILLE, ALA. PD AND S0 1 MONROEV LE 1 

NEGATIVE RE HILLEY BUT BELIEVES HAS GOOD REPUTATION. OFFICE 

INDICES NEGATIVE. HILLEY EMPLOYED AS SUPERVISOR AT ARVIN 

INDUSTRIES, MONROEVILLE, ALA. P 

ACM:crb 
(l)~ 

Approved: -~~::::;W_:;:/J1~=i:A~~~­
Speci;;AQ~ Ch~rge 

!fl 1.:1:16 

Sent IJ/ft f;l: /'7~ 
1)1£ /;;J,.';1_3 ~ 



M:O 15? 
rB:j:• .. 

'''J }\•·,, ,A, l.'1bc5, Mro GEORGE AVERITT, Community 
,, 1 s;, ,,0.,n,1 < ,ar,rice, 166 Government Street, Mobile, 

(·,···:~·~?•:~d ii-l'lo+ h:ts ft.I.es refl,·ect, that JAME'S EARL RAY 
· ~;-•i-:- o+"f:t'::e on Wiarc}'! 12, 196tL The fil-e 

,i'..l t~a.d Nav7 serial number 8932$6Jj was 5 111n 
,'.3ge Lt: 1.80 pounds.- had brown eyes and 

-,~~ ·s listed as welder and his residence 
.:t~et j !'.i,:,i1tgornery $ Ala barna, 

1u. adv; ;",f/1 ·':,har. he has no personal recollection 
nf this individu;-,tl g:t.ving blood and is not in a position to 

~J,y Whi:tl'lEi . I.ndividual actually showed Navy identifi-
:;:a tion at; 1~.1,1:~ t,:urre he gave blood o 

On. May 3~ 1968, Mro Mo Lo GRIFFINJ lfice Presidentj 
,'./;:-i.dcl:Lff J11[3.terials CompanyJ Mobile, Alabama:1 advised that 
·::;Jff:S 'B' i:?1YJ 311 May Streeti Montgomery:. Alabama, had worked 

:":•:r tJ .,, ,:,-;'"':::>en;7 :: n Mobile as a weld.er from February 26jl 1968)) 
through Mat,:::.h lli 1968 voluntarily quitingo This man was 

,;i white ma 1 born at Clanton)) Alabama o He 
?.;;:; Sc::ial Security L__~~~~-------... RAY claimed to have 
;:;

0 v-ed in t,he U o So to 1946 o 

CRIF'Ii':I:N a.dvised that this individual had left 
.. ,.·;is Eitmployment and had a small. amount of money due him in 
v;ages which money was sent to him in care of his home address 
:.ri .Mont,gom.ery i .Alabama o The check sent to this address was not 
:returned to Radcliff :Materials Company a 

f:rom this 
Wh e.8_ t 1p rv.:i 

·:.ri. M":;1 3? 1968, GRIFFIN's company received a letter 
i:ndiv:t.dnai using a return address of Sheriff's Office, 

:;,k,v , '"'sking t.hat money due him from his em-
,,°" ,1 4

·, ·;:,=•~ o.f the Sheriff's Office at 

- . 



MO 157≥627 
2 

that who ws arrested at Wheatland, Wyoming, 
Apri a ,3bad check charge, had been checked out 
as of Apri 25, i968. The FBI Identification Division advised 
from fing9rp±'ints, that he is not the JAMES EARL RAY being 
sought. 



F'D-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

D 5/Q 1"',3--__,ate: _ ,,/ o 

----- ----- -----··· -- ----~--,-------------, 
(Priority) I 

-- - -- - ·- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - L - - - - - - -

MOBILE (157=2627) (P) 

HE~ AMES EARL RAY 
311 MAY STREET 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 

Reference is made to Mobile teletype to Denver)) 
AM copy t.o Memphis» 5/3/68» requesting investigation con= 
cerning the above captioned individual who reportedly was 
in il in Wheatland, Wyomingo 

By letter dated 5/4/68)) Denver advised that 
the fingerp:r'ints of this individual had been sent to the 
Bureau and Denver had been advised that he is not identical 
with fugitive RAYo Accordingly» no further investigation 
is being made concerning himo 

Enclosed herewith are 25 copies of an investigative 
insert reflecting investigation of JAMES EARL RAY)) 311 
May Sto» Montgomeryy Alao 

ARMED AND DANGEROUSo 

(Encs, 25) 

' ----~ .. ------------------------------------' 

Approved: ______ e..---_____ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

.. 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

Page 9A, "THE MOBILE 
REGISTER", Mobile, 
Alabama • 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

5/8/68 
Morning 

Title: "2 NEW PHOTOS 
RELEASED OF SUSPECTED 
MURDERER". 
Character: RM 

or 

Classification: 157-2627 • 
Submitting Office: MOBILE 
D Being Investigated 

SEAftCHEO~INDEXED~-­
SEltlALIZEO ILED~--

MA 101968 
FBI-MOBILE 



TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC (157-2627)(P) 

SAR. GERARD ROBINSON 

DATE: 5/10/68 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
(00: ME) 

Re Mobile Memo, dated 5/3/68. 

On 5/8/68, the following persons who operate 
the only cleaning establishments in Jackson, Ala., were 
shown photographs of the laundry mark that appeared on 
Subject RAY 1 s clothing. They were also shown a group of 
photographs of RAY. They advised they would remain alert 
for the subject or any cleaning or laundry bearing this 
laundry mark. 

JOHN L. QUINN 
1-A Cleaners 
115 Carroll St.; 

ROBERT L. BUMPER 
Joy One-Hour Cleaners; 

LEON MCINTYRE 
Mac's Spotless Cleaners 
101 Monroe~ 

Re Memo to All SRAs, dated 4/25/68. 

This memorandum requested that WFs and IOs be 
exhibited to TV stations and hippie rooming houses. There 
are no TV stations or hippie rooming houses in Jackson, Ala. 

5010-108-0t 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



File - Serial Charge Out 
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FIie ----------------________ Date _____ _ 
Class. Case No. Last Serial 

D Pending D Closed 
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_;;&pno_ ~ 
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J 

Employee 

Date 
Charged 

RECHARGE D~e ______ _ 

To ___________________ From __________ _ 

Date charged 

Employee 

Locati~n 



FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5/8/68 

Transmit the following in ------------,-----::-c---------------1 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ___ A_I_R_T_EL ____ -------------,-----------1 
( Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -· 

TO: SAC, MOBILE (157-2627) 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

MURKIN 

Re Mobile airtel to Memphis 5/1/68. 

Enclosed for Mobile are the following: 

1. Ancillary Will proceedings on the will of 
EDITH R. THOMPSON, deceased, filed in Houston County, 
Alabama. (Will originally probated Greene County, Missouri. 
Mrs. THOMPSON was formerly EDITH RAY.) 

2. Microfilmed copies of deeds showing signatures 
of different heirs of Mrs. EDITH R. THOMPSON, deceased. 

3. Copy of deed signed by Mrs. FLORENCE MARTIN 
and DELBERT MARTIN, Springfield, Missouri. 

4. Copy of deed dated September 7, 1957, listing 
heirs of EVA UTLEY. 

The enclosures have been reviewed and do not 
indicate any connection with the subject of this case, 
JAMES EARL RAY. 

In accordance with request of contributor, 
these documents should be returned by the Mobile Division. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

/~ - Mobile (En't{'f 
2 - Memphis 

TO&'acp 
(4) 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 



MO 157 
1 

SHR-alg 

SUSPECT HAROLD EDWARD NICHOLS, 
ALSO KNOWN AS HAL NICHOLS 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
SPENCER LL ROBB at Montgomery, Alabama, on May 7, 1968: 

2s JANET COCHERIGAN, Bookkeeper, Midtown Holiday 
she could not locate the registration card; how­

ever, her Folio No. 1919 reflects HAL NICHOLS was a guest of 
that motel the night of February 25, 1968, paying in advance 
for a party of one. 

ED HAILS, Manager, Town flaza Motel, advised his 
registration card could not be located; however, his daily 
register of guests reflects HAL NICHOLS, his wife and child 
were guests of that motel on the night of March 2, 1968. 

I l.,,,/ 



TO 

FROM 

OPTlONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
DATE: t'>/9/68 

SUBJECT: 1'/fU'.l.YTN 

On 5/9/68 J .:::;. B\LE:T, ~entr2,l -''eCo:i'.'ds Bureau, ,:ontgo!,J:Jry 1~D ,md 
J.B. JOLLY, Id_entific,ition vfficer, '{l::,bn1;,:1 DJ:<,, ,dvised tLey h"lv-o bLeckE:Jd their 
latent print files sncl llcJve not b,0 en able to ident if;y ,.mr of the prints v1 i th those 
cf J ,ml§iS ?:;AS:L R:-SY. 

SHR/ 
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