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FBI MOBILE 

FBI BIRMGHAM 

10:50AM 5.•21-68 URGENT CEN 

TO MOBILE 

FROM BIRMINGHAM (44- 1740) 

MURK IN, CR. 

, RE BIRMINGHAM TELEPHONE CALL TO MONTGOMERY RA, THIS DATE. 

THIS TELETYPE WILL SERVE TO CONFIRM INFORMATION IN BIRMINGHAM 

TELEPHONE CALL TO MONTGOMERY RA, THIS DATE. 

ON MAY TWENTY, LAST, 'PORTLAND, ADVIS£D UNKNOWN SUSPECT OPERATIOO 

NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN CADILLAC, FOUR-DOOR, HARDTOP• ALA. LICENSE 

ONE C • FOUR TVO FIVE SEVEN. 

A PORTLAND RESIDENT SAW YOUNG MAN AND AN OLDER MAN AT A 

COIN-OPERATED LAUNDRY IN PORTLAND, LAST NIGHT, AND THINKS OLDER 
MAN MATCHES DESCRIPTION AND APPEARANCE OF JAMES EARL RAY~ THE MEN 

TRAVELING IN NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN CADILLAC, FOUR•DOOR, HARDTOP, 

BEARING ALA. LICENSE ONE C - FOUR TWO FIVE SEVEN. BIRMINGHAM 

,REQUESTED TO DETERMINE WHO MIGHT BE OPERATING ABOVE CADILLAC AND 

WHETHER ANY POSSIBILITY IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY. 

MVB JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALA., ADVISED NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT ALA. 

END PAGE ONE 



PASE TWO BH 44•1740 

LICENSE ONE C - FOUR TWO FIVE SEVEN IS.SUED, TO ROGEi BROUSSARD, TWO ONE 

TWO THREE, TWELFTR AVE. NO., FOR A SIXTYEIGHT CADILLAC DE VILLE, V.II ' 

B EIGHT - TWO ONE ONE THREE ONE ONE, FOUR D00R, IN APRIL, NINETEEN 
SIXTYEIGHT. CURRENT BIRMINGHAM DIRECTORY INDICATES RESIDENT AT 

TVO ONE TWO THREE, TVELFTH AVE. NO. IS ONE FRANK W. PRUETT. BIRMINGHAM 

PD, JEFFERSON COUNTY SO, AND INDICES NEGATIVE RE BROUSSARD.' JEFFERS81' 

COUNTY SO AND I NDICF.S NEGATIVE ON PRUETT. BIRMINGHAM PD RECORDS 

INDICATE FRANK W. PRUETT ARRESTED IN NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE FOR GL OF 

AUTO IN ST. CLAIR, CG., ALA. 

MOBILE AT MONTGOMERY, ALA., WILL DETERMINE IF BROUSSARD AND 

PRUETT LICENSED DRIVERS IN STATE OF ALA., AND WILL OBTAIN COPY OF 

THEIR LICENSE AND DETERMINE IF SIGNATURES SIMILAR TO THAT OF SUBJECT~ 

BIRMINGHAM WILL EXAMINE COPY OF APPLICA!ION FOR LICENSE TAGS Issuio 

TO BROUSSARD. 

MEMPHIS ADVISED BY AM. 

ARMED AND DANABEROUS. 

END AND ACK PLS. 

CORRICTlON PAGE ONE PARA TWO LAST WORD OF LINE ONE SHOULD READ 

OPERATING 

JEB 

FBI MOBILE 

TU@ 

.l 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1182 EDITION 

- G§~MR (41 CFR) 101-11.S 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, Albany DATE: May 20, 1968 

~oM Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

l 
5010-108 

PUBLICITY ON REWARDS OFFERED 

Each Special Agent in Charge and Legal Attache is 
instructed to promptly remind their established cooperative news 
sources, in a discreet and tactful manner, of the existence of sub­
stantial reward money for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the killer of Dr. Martin Luther King. This money 
now totals at least $100,000. The FBI should not, however, be 
publicized as the source of this reminder. 

While the Bureau's continuing policy is to encourage 
the public to furnish information to law enforcement authorities as 
a matter of good citizenship, without expectation of financial reward, 
it is fully recognized that monetary rewards are often necessary to 
motivate some individuals. The knowledge of the existence of the 
substantial rewards available in the Murkin case could possibly 
prove of value in the solution of this major investigation. 

1 - Copies to all Special Agents in Charge and Legats 

1_5- /1 -- c2r:; ;- 1 -_t-1-1t 
~·· -p; 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
--
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

BJJlMINGHAM MEMPHIS 5/20/68 4/17/68 - 5/17/68 
-~----
T!TU: ,~ CASE REPORT MADE BY TYPED B 

~J1;.L¥.'.ES EARL RAY, aka - SA HENRY A,. SNOW Ci!!p 
FliGITIVE CHARACTER OF CASE 
IO #4182 
W:E' #442-A 
TOP TEN FUGITIVE; CR - CONSPIRACY; 1!JFAC - ROBBERY 
)l)R,,. :\'AilRTIN LUTHER 
VlC'l'!M 

REFERENCES: 

BIRMINGHAM: 

K!NlG-, JR. -

Report of SA HENRY A. SNOW at Birll!'dngJhi,ifii1!11)1, 
dated 4/1 '7 /68, and numerous comimmmic1!l1. ti©Jrni~ 
and reports. 

- p -

AT BIRMINGHAM 2ALABAMA: 

Will continue efforts to locate fugitive RA~. 

-----,---,----A_,c,_c_O_M_P_L_IS_H_M_E_N_T_,.S_C_L_A_IM_E_D __ ,-_____ ACQUI T- CASE HAS BEEN: 

CONVIC. AUTO. FUG. FINES SAVINGS RECO V ERi ES TALS 
PENDING OVER ONE YEAR DYES e!:]No 

APPROVED 

COPIES MADE: 

Agency 

Request Recd. 

Date Fwd. 

How Fwd. 

SPECIAL AGENT 

IN CHARGE 

PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS DYES ~No 

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

y 

By --'-----1----__,_ ____ __,__ _________ ~----------~--·~----------



BR 44-1740 
HAS:jam 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

No leads are being set forth in this report 
as all have been handled by telephone or teletype 
during the p~riod covered in this report. 

One extra copy is being furnished to 
the Memphis Off ice marked "Hold" for the Uo s. 
Attorney, Memphis, which may be released only 
upon Bureau authority. 

The voluminous negative information is 
not being reported herein as it would serve no 
useful purpose. However, in separate volumns 
of the Birmingham file related to this matter, 
all such investigation is recorded including 
elimination of numerous "look-alikes" and suspects. 

tn accordance with Bureau instructions 
eail informant including Cl's and PCI's as well as 
logical racial informants and sources of information 
have all been contacted personally during the peri.od 
covered herein and each such individual has been 
supplied a copy of the Identification Order for 
RAY together with exhibition of several views of his 
photographs~ This has resulted negatively to date. 

The confidential source whose interview 
is set forth in this report at length who was a former 
inmate of subject W\Y at the Missouri State Peniten­
tiary is THOMAS BRITTON who resides at 1710 
Alabama Avenue, Jasper, Alabama, and is presently 
employed at Foster's Cabinet Shop, Haleyville, 
Alabama. He is being contacted on a regular basis 
and it is believed that should he receive a call 
from subject RAY that he will notify the Birmingham 
Office immediately. It was deemed.advisable not to 

COVER PAGE 
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di~©l©~~ mi~ id®ntity in thi~ report since he is appre= 
h~nsiw@ ©f p©s~ible ret~li~ti©n by f~rmer inmates 
sh©uld it b®©ome known th~t he is being contacted 
by FBI Agents. C©!ffit~cts with him have been had 
~fter his r®gul~~ work-d~y h~urs in ~r~er that he not 
be ©@mpr©mis@d 9 

In ©(Q)nne©tion with the information 
furnished in th® b©dy of this report by the above­
m.e!IBti.roJl!"~®d ©@1mfidreID1ti~JL :S(Q)UI:'©e regarding the po~:eiibility 
th~t ~ubje©t MY l!M\Y hawe kn@wn that Walker County, 
Aliadblifilmffi Wfffi~ dry b1Utt thca1t there were iv·beer jointsn 
ju~t ower th~ neighb@ring ©ounty line of Jefferson 
ne~r Birmingh~m 9 the f©ll(Q)wing is noted: 

Th® l@i:ca t ion of the vvbeer join ts" 
described by the confidential source is in close 
pr~ximity t@ the terminus of the navigable Warrior 
River upo~ whi©h l~rge tow b~rges operate to port 
Birmingham ~nd C@~d@w~ 9 Al~b~m~o The Warrior Riv~r 
is n~vig~bl® from those l@©ations through the length 
of Al~b~ma to Mobile then©® by inteli--OOastal canal 
to N~w Orleains and fr@m ther<e up the Mississippi River. 
Birm.ingh~m COJIIttempl~tes ~dditionlQl investigation 
on the possibl:ity th~t MY during the period 
1958 t<D 196({)) mtai,y hrmve 9 in fa(!';;t I} been .employed as a 
deck ha-tlTild @Jr' ~«ll©k <Ollrll ©ll.l'll~ @f th@ b~rge lilrl\e:s operated 
on the Mis~i~:sippi=W~~ri@r system& 

1111 c©nneit;'ti«>m w:lth the information 
furnished by BRXT1JON9 it W@,:S: thought :mdvisable 
t()) (;he(!';;k the l@ll'll(g' dif§lt:allllC® teleph@fille calls made 
from hi~ h@m~ t®leph«llne to determine whether there 
might be any possibility of his having been 
cont~cted by ~uch mea~s by subje~t RAY. 

On May 8/} 1968, &A JOHN He ERESEK secured 
from Mrs., ELA !NE DOWNEY, Assistant Manager, Southern 

COWER PACG'rE 

~ 



11 (C;,01mpari1y 9 ,Jaspe:tr:' 9 

,l\lfcil'!rJ:a1JJ;fil?a1 9 wh©~® ideuti.ty b:e.i pirote~ted, ~ 
LL"" t @:f aill ~uclh.i tt1ll c~ll~ ll!\\!Pilde t«:ll BIUTTON 9 s 

tie leph©ml<e) 3U81'7/' =1988 b!Elgim:iD ing ©.1.ra 
Sii:'.!ptcf")rrduice):ir' l<E 9 l s tlhlr(1:'Yuglm A p1r i 1 4, 1968 c The 
identity ind idu~ called have been 
e~t'?ibli.@h®d aJIT1d r<!'llf "t Jiil,t) pos~imlity of RAY 
beilc:g the recipi(~ttnrt ©f ~ny cia!ll$ A re<r::(Qlrd of 
th i!6: i!l!il:al ilh1ed ilTI! the Bi:;rrrtdll'ilght:ffi m file• 

1!:l!'llf (Q)Jrm~ti.©ml ~qpdJ?:l:H:>)f this :r'®JP([l)I"t ~re being 
furnished the auxiLiary offices indicated due 
t(() their im1v1®~tigill\ti10lim coliilduccted i!t1l this m.~tter 
and p(:'))&~1sible fut1unt't1;J :t'eciuests f@ir iaidditional 
inv~~ t igsi ti ~1t1., 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ M_a_y_l_5_,_1_9_6_8 __ _ 

Mr:s. lB.EATR1tCE BRJI"!i"''TiON, 1710 Alabama Avenue 9 

Ja~per 9 Alab~ma, furnished the following: 

She is married to THOMAS BRITTON, a former inmate 
at tbe Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. 
Il,trs. lBRlC1"'JI'ON s ta tlB!,12< her !thu:s b~nd never identified JAM1~S EARL 
RAY as a person known to him after or during the time when 
RAY 9s photograph and name were appearing frequently on TV and in 
newspapers and also stated her husband had never commented 
anything about RAY until about May 3~ 1968, when Mrs. 
BRI'TTON was first contacted by the FBI in an effort to 
locat® her husband. Her husband then told her that the' 
FBI wa.s Sleeking him concerning a man he had known in the 
p~~itentiary who had carried hot water to the prisoners' 
cells. 

Mrs. BRITTON stated that neither she nor her 
husband 1 to her knowledgej has ever received any telephone 
call:s: from any unknown men who were attempting to contact 
her husband and who could be identical with JAMES EARL RAY. 
:She stated she h~s never been C(())llJltacted at her residence 
by anyone resembling RAY who was looking for her hu~bl!lnd. 
She was unable to identify any photograph of RAY as a 
person ever seen by her at any time. 

She stated that from June, 1967, until January 1 

1968 9 she and her family had not resided at 1710 Alabama 
Avenue, Jasper, but had resided in a rural area outside 
of Jasper. During the same time, however, they had kept 
the same telephone .mJ.mber they had had prior to moving 
from 1710 Alabama Aven11Je. In ~January, 1968 y they moved 
back into the house at 1710 Alabama Avenue. 

On __ 5_/_8_/_6_8 __ at __ J_a_s_p_e_r_~_A_l_a_b_a_m_a _____ File # __ I;3_H_4_4_-_l_7_4_0 ____ _ 

SA ROBERT M~ BARRETT and 
SA WILLIAM Ao SAUCIER/ RMS:hss 5/14/68 

by -----------------------Date dictated----------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency._ 

?-;,9-z,.c.,rt:_, ~ ~-. 
- C7 -
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BH 4.'4 , lo' 40 
RMB:lbl:fii~ 

Jfn coiwnection wi tlh the informa t.i.on received 
BRJl'TfO~ tlhJcltt JJHff:S. EARL RAY l~;ad idemrtti.fied 

~<eV<el"ifill lb~r~ £HIid ird.glhlt clubs in Nortl!i1we:g,t 
Jef Coun • Alabama, the following investigation 
Wililrsl conducted OID May 8J 1968~ by Special Agent§l RO.BERT 
'!,fe BARRETT' and WJILLKA~;t Ae SAUCIER: 

CiLA.lJY:S ~ ·wtim '1il?~:El for:merly kno'iifm ifU;J (GLADYS 
UAYWOOD 1 'l1idfe of C$ C. H.J\Jf:NOOD, and also knowwn ~:s '~}Mt '' 
HAYWOOD 9 stia!.ted :BJ.he operated~ along with her former Jhlil.l!~band~ 
C. C. HAYWOOlD 9 the Riverview Night Club from July,, 19589 
until 1964. l'hi:B place i~ located on the Warrior ttver 
in nortt;!~1we~t Je.f.fierson County, Mrs O KEY stated s:hre, (Could 
not r@c~ll any .former customer during the period 1958 -
196:r, who wa:s identical with JAM.E,S EARL RAY. Shre further 
~dvi~ed that the photographs of RAY were not identi~al 
with any person she recalls seeing at the Riverview Night 
Club from 1958 to 1960 or at her pre:se.nt bar from April, 
19679 to the present time. 

Mrs" KEY is presently operating the uuLittle 
Warrior R:iver Cafe, •v which is located one-half mile from 
the Riverview, Mrs. KEYvs employee, MARLENE .KILiG',ORE~ 
;also W$!~ unable tini ide.nt:i:fy the photogr~ph of RAY a~; a 
customer she has ever seen in the Little Warrior River 
Cafe. 

Mr., C. Ce HAYWOOD 9 owner of the Riverview 
Night Club ~ince 1958, ~dvised he was unabl~ to identify 
photogr~pbs of ,JAMES EARL RAY as a customer who came to 
his place either in 1958 to 1960 or since April, 1967. 
The photograph~ of RAY were also shown to HATI'WOO:Dgs 
barmaid 9 Mr:~L ELLEN S Jr rGKLES, and to Mr'.5\ , Ce C 9 {PHYLLIS:) 
HAYWOODP who were 1JJ!lrn~1 e to identify photogra]Pllh:i~ of RAY 
as anyone they bad seen in the Riverview. 

MAMIF M1C'T1CHELL 9 Manager of Rose 11 [Si Placce on 
Old U. S. Highw;ai,y 78 9 Route One .9 Doria!. 9 Al311[Q)i!illlIDl@ 9 advised 
she ha:s opeJrated this 11 beer joint'0 since 1963, In 1958 
it was know)ljj as nJobnny's Place'9 and in 1960 it w~s kll'llo,~n 
as ''Parker w s Pl;aice .. 11 When .MITCHELL took ov~r in 1963, 
she named it rnMamie's Place" and ch~nged the name to 
9fRo5iews:" in 1964" Mrs. MITCHELL was u,nable to identify 
a photogr:B!ph of JAMES EARL RAY as ca per~on ~he ltMl\f;Sl ever 
seen in her bar. 
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ED HOL.LI:'S) operator (Q)f the All:st?.te Cafe 9 iL S. 
Highway 18 9 advised he and hts brother~ HAROLD HOLLJIS: 9 had 
been operating the Allstate Night Club and Allstate Cafe 
as u10 s(!Olp~rat.e tt:ilnsine~ses since 19570 HOLLIS :§:tated he 
cotli.l <di JR((Jt identify any of the ,Plmotogr~phs of JAMES EARL 
RAY as a person he bad ever seen at the Allstate Cafe 
either ~uring tbe pe~iod 1958-1960 or since April, 1967. 
lAR!)lo,D HOLL.LS was ca: LfB;O unalbillfl to i.dentify subj ett::t RJ\JI' 
after viewing the photographs. 

ELEANOR HOLLIS, wife of ED HOLLIS and who works 
as a waitress at the Allstate Cafe, identified tbe 1961 
and 1968 photogrilllphs of JAMES EARL RAY as a peri§)on :§he has 
seen at the Allstate Cafe. Sbe stated that quite !rankly 
she is unable to furnish any other information whatsoever 
abo,,llt tlble person she identified as RAY 9 as to description" 
time seen at the cafe 9 automobile used, or anything else. 
She was quite definite in that she had seen RAY at the cafe. 

MYRTLE NELSON~ cook at the Allstate C3sfe 9 

identified the 1967 and 1968 photographs of JAMES EARL 
RAY as a per8on she bad seen in the Allstate Cafe as a 
customer. She stated. however, she could not furnish any 
other information whatsoever concerning this person. 

Both Mrs. HOLLIS and MYRTLE NELSON stated they 
would give the matter considerable thought in an effort to 
recall any other information concerning the individual 
they identified. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 ~~ USA, Memphis 
l USA, Birmingham 

Report of: SA HENRY A • SNOW Office: BI RM INGHAM 
Date: 5/20/68 

Field Office File #.: 44-1740 

Title: JAMES EARL RAY; 
DRo MARTIN LU'THER KING 9 JR. -
VICTBf 

Bureau File #: 44-38861 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPJr:RACY~ UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID 
CONFINEMENT= ROBBERY 

Synopsis: Propri~tor of the "vGun Rackn, Birmingham 
9 

a store 
dealing in the sale of firearms, is of opinion that 
subject f;1pent considerable time examining high power 
rifles in his place on 3/27/68, which was two day~ 
prior to his appearance at the Aeromarine Supply 
Company where murd@r weapon was purchased. R~cord 
located of bank draft purcha:e:H@d by subject, as GALT, 
on 9/28/67, in amount $337.24:t payable to Superior 
Bulk Film Company, Chicago, for photographic equip­
ment. Son of seller of Mustang to subject believed 
photograph of subject identical to purchaser. Same 
opinion of photograph expressed by operator and 
cook at the Economy Rooming House, Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, wher@ s1rnbject resided from 8/26/67 to 
10/7/67. JAM:ES VL BROWN, Reform, Alabama, who waiSl 
W®ll acquainted with subject RAY while both confined 
in Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, 
Missourij recall,t~d that RAY was considerably upset 
during demonstrations led by KING and about the 
Fall of 1963 :i'-f.AY made the statement that he was 
going to kill KING when he got out and was under 
the impres~ion that some organization would pay 
$10,000.00 for· KINGqs murder. BROWN also identified 
severa 1 form~r and present inmates who knew fi\,ubject. 
Similiar information secured from another fortiHtY" 
inmate, who is now a parolee from Mi~souri State 
Peni tenti.ary, re~iding near Bh:.,mingham, but who 
desired his identity not be made krww1:11o RAY elim= 
inated as possible :&illl.~pect in any bank robbery 
commi tt~d in Birmingham Office territory. Since 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion~ of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency, 



BH 44-1740 

submission of last report and since issuance of Identi­
fication O~d®r and wanted flyer for RAY 0 s apprehension, 
extensive investigation has continued in Birmingham 
territory without securing any additional information 
as: to his whereabouts, although numerous "look-a-likes" 
and suspects eliminated. Thi~ investigation included 
personal contacts and delivery of Identification Orders 
to all employee~ in the following business categorie~~ 
outlets of salacious books, rooming houses. hotels and 
motels, bus stations, railroads, airline f~cilities, 
car renta 1 agencies j public luggage lockers, laundries 
and dry cleaners, 9vlonely heart•• type organiza tiorMs, 
and bank safe deposit box departments. Classified ads 
of used cars for sale which appeared in Birmingham 
newspapers during pertinent period, 3/21-4/2/68, were 
reviewed and 486 cars advertised eliminated as having 
been sold to subject. Subject's photographs published 
in periodical distributed to all service stations in 
state. No record located of subject having applied for 
employment at any country club. No record of any 
unidentified deceased male who might be subject located. 
Check of marriage and divorce records of all counties 
in Birmingham. territory negative. SUBJECT SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 



T·ABLE OF CONTENTS 

Subj~ct M1ath'l/r --
THE GUN RACK - VISIT BY MAN BELIEVED 
TO BE SUBJECT ON 3/27/68 ..... . 

PURCHASE OF BANK DRAFT PAYABLE 
CHICAGO FIRM FOR PHOTOGRAPHIC 
EQUIPMENT ........ . 

EXHIBITION SUBJEC'T' S PHOTO 
yro SELLER OF MUSTANG • • ' . • • . 

RECON"fACTS WITH DANCE INSTRUCTORS 

INTERVIEWS WITH F'ORMER INMATES, 
MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY 

JAMES W, BROWN • • • 

B. IDENTITY WITHHELD 

RECONTACTS AT ECONOMY ROOMING HOUSE 

MISCELLANEOUS 

A. OUTLETS OF SALACIOUS BOOKS ... 

IL BANK ROBBERIES AND BURGLARIES 

C. ROOMING HOUSES .. 

D. MARRIAGI~ AND :VYJ!:VORCE RECORDS 

E, POSSIBLE LOCAL ROBBERIES . . 

Fo UNIDENTIFIED DECEASED MALES 

G. POSSIBLE EMPLOYMENT' COUNTRY CLUBS 

HO'rELS AND MOTELS 

L 

Page Nos. 

3 - 6 

. 7 - 8 

. 9 = 11 

.12 - 14 

. . 15 - 21 

. • . 22 - 28 

29 - 32 

33 

• • 33 = 34 

35 

35 

36 

36 

37 

37 - 38 



BH 1740 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Subject Matter 
~ .. Iii@ ~ .. .,-,P-,~>,.-,•e-<-

J. RAILROADS • . . . . . 
K. AIRLINES 

L. CAR RENTAL AGENCIES . . . 
M. PUBLIC LU\GGAGE S'TORAGE LOCKERS 

N. LAUNDRIES AND DRY CLEANERS 

0. PAROLEES FROM MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY 

P. SAFE DEPOSIT BOXES .. 

. . 
R~ NEWS MEDIA AND PUBLICATIONS 

T. "MOTOR VEHICLES STOLEN IN ALABAMA . 

U. SUSPECT CAR CHICAGO, 4/19/68 •• 

v. nLONELY HEART 1111 TYPE ORGANIZATIONS 

. . 39 

40 

40 

41 

41 

42 

43 -44 

45 

46 

46 

4'1 

.48- 49 

50 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 5/2/6fi, 

Tlhe following s:igned statement was fur:rn by 
CLYJDE: R. MANASC0 9 Route 9 9 602 i Birmingham 9 Alsd:iam;,Jl 
clerk at the Gun Rack locattHl at 1507 s.w. 31st Stt'tH?t 9 

Birmingham, Alabama: 

"Birmingham,, ,A 
April 18, 1968 

11 1 1 CLYDE MANASCO, having viewed seven 
graphs exhibited to me by Special Agent J. T. T 
of the Federal Bureau of Invest igat ioni, hav@ :f!@lBir:tie1d 

the photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT as appea:ring s:1r,.U '11,0 

to the mat~ w'ho came to The Gun Rack Store~ Bi.r'm:ingh~IT1'~ 9 

Alabama, where I am employed 1 and made inqu regarding 
high=powered rifles and scopes. I believff¾ tih@ date tlh@ 
man appeared at The Gun Rack was March 27, 1968 C 'l'he 
photograph of a man identified as ERIC STARVO GlH.'1f' ca1p= 
pears identical to this man with the exceptioni~ t~~ 
photograph ERIC STARVO G.ALTvs face appears sliglhit 
broader than I recall the man who was in The 0mn 

1~1 have read this :statement and it is true to tlhe 
best of my knowledge. 

/s/ CLYDE R. MANASCO 

In addition to information furnished in the s d 
statement, Mro MAI,tltSCO ~dvised that as he had p:irenrio1.ius 
stated t the man who was in 'The Gun Rack making iirllqu:i:lr0 y r@f;ilt:r'ill= 
ing high=powerelfl rifles had l:ight brown hair, 

JOHN OSCAR LUCK~ ,'Jefferson County Sh,21lriff 9
~ Off:i..t:l121 

On 4/18/68 ~ Birmingham, Alabama 

by __ ...c.S _____ A___::J-'o'---T----'-. _A_R--'.'-N_E_-1_•r-'-: s ........ c-'--"'b-'-/ ........ e_,,_p_..g"'---------Date dictated _ 1 /2 ';; __ / lt_~""'_C ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property o'.. :·he FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distr~ttJd outside your agency. 
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BH 44=1740 

#102955, Birmingham, Alabama, photograph taken April 21, 1962; 

ROBERT CROS$9 Birmingham. FBI #91-1803; 

CHARLES NEWMANT GAUL'1\ Birminghram. FBI #26=22408 ~ 

ERIC STARVO GALT 9 true name JAMES EARL RAY; 

THOMAS FRANKLIN BRADY, Birmingham F'BI #'26=22408; 

ERNES'T GEORGE BLAND 9 Birmingham FBI #44=1740; 

JAMES ROBERT LUKE, Atlanta Police Departm~mt 
#251309, photograph taken October 20, 1967. 



BH 44=1740 
.JTA g :s:cb/epg 
1 

QUINTON B. DAVIS, 912 Ann Stre~t, Birminghailm 9 

Alabama, owner of The Gun Rack,) 1507 31st Stre®t, s.w.,, 
Birmingham, Alabama 9 viewied the following photogra.Jphs ~ 

JOHN OSCAR LUCK, Jefferson County Sher H 1 f' ,: :;.; Of J :ice 
#102955 9 Birmingham. Alabama, photograph taken April 21, 1962; 

ROBER'T CROSS, Birmingham F'BI #91-1803; 

CHARLES NHWMAN'T GAULT 9 Birmingham FBI #26=22408; 

ERIC STARVO GALT, true name JAMES EARL 11,\Y; 

T'HOMAS .FRANKLIN BRADY., Birminghiiim PBI #26=-22408; 

ERNES'T Gl!~ORGE BLAND 9 Birmingham F'BI #44=1740:; 

JAMES ROBERT LUKE 9 Atlanta Police Departm@nt 
· #251309 9 photograph taken October 20~ 1967. 

l!r. DAVIS ~dvised, after viewing the abov~ plhvJto~rr~phs 
on April 18, 1968, that he could not make a positive statement 
as to whether the photograph of any of the above individuals 
was identical to the photograph of the individuiill who lhad 
been in The Gun Rack m&11king inquiry rega:r·ding the high= 
powered rifle and had specifically made inquiry regardi a 
Model 264 Brown.iJrng automatiic rifle" 
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1 

JOHN ',UCHAEL KOPP 9 1420 35th Street, En:~ley, 
Birmingham, Alabamai employed as the manager of the Firearms 
Department Long Lew is B:ardware Store, Be.s,cs~mer, Al~b~11m:a, 
viewed photographs of the following individuals on il 18a 
1968: 

JOHN OSCAR LUCK, ,Jeff er son County Sher if f g ~ 01ft ice;, 
#102955,, BirmLJ1gham 9 Alabama,, photograph taken Apir :i.l 219 HHt2: i 

ROBERT CROSS 9 Birmingham FBI #91=1803; 

CHARLES NEWMAN'l' GAULT 1 Birmingham FBI 

F:R IC STARVO GALT~ true name J.A:MES F:JtfilL RAW· 

THOMAS l7RANKLIN BRADY 9 Birmingham FBI #26~·~2408 ,, 

ERNEST GEORGE BLAND,, Birmingham .FBI #44=1'740 9 

,JAMES ROBERT LUKF;, lUlanta Police Department 
#251309, photograph taken October 20, 1967. 

After viewing photographs of the above i.ndividu.·lls, 
Mr. KOPP adviseid that he could not ident 1-fy photog:t·.1ph of 
eith+:~r of the above individuals as being the photograph of 
the customer who wa:s in Long Lewis Hard~iw.'llJ!"(f? on March 29~ 19 
making inquiry concerning purchasing a high=powered rtfle. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ A_p_r_i_l_l_7_9_1_9_6_8 __ 

l 

A r®view of """"'"'rn,w-' of th.® Exchange :Security 
Bank 9 Birminghamv disclo~~d that on Sept~mber 28 9 1967v 
ERIC S. GALT pu~ch~~ed a bank draft #~4012FPS 9 from the 
Exchange Security B~nk 0s Fiw® Points South Branch Officeo 

This dr~ft was dat~d Septeir1ibeir 28 9 1967, made 
payable to Superior Ba.JJtt Film Compa 9 in the amount of 
$337.24 9 and was drawn on the City National Bank of 
New Y((Jl"k 9 New Yt0>rk9 and a\Ulth(Qlrizl1:';cd signature col!llt~ined 
thereon was BOB SElLlLERS. dr:aft died not contain any 
endorsement. 

In the is to be 
introduc®d in court 9 a tecum should be 
addressed to BOB CR.\DDOlClK 9 Exchangt!l Sete:uri ty Bank 9 

Birmingham, A la bam:13!, o 

00 __ 4_/_1_6_/_6_8 __ ~ Birmingham, A File # __ BH_4_4_=_1_7_4_o_· ___ _ 

b SA ROBERT Jo YARNALL~~~p 7 4/17/68 
Y ---------------=----:__-----Date dictated ----------

This documeD;t cont~ins neither recommendations n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; rt and its contents are not to be d1stnbuted outside your agency. 
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On 

by 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ A~p_r_i_l_l_7--"---, _1_9_6_8_ 

1 

WAYNE !UJ'SSElLILn, 1:&,t.:a1mt Audit©r 9 Exchange 
Security Bank, Birm 9 Alabama, advised that when 
a cu~tomer purcha~c0:;['li a b&ID1k ft 9 tbe cu~ tomer will 
fill out a requiei form or icat , or may 
submit to the 1 a paper containing 
neceseary information the p~eparation of a bank draft, 
and th.at thi~ will :51ub11d to a teill(el:ir, who will 
then tyip,1® ©ut the 0>rigina l and tswio ~©pi~s of the bank 
draft

9 
9 will then have one of the bank officer~ 

sign the draft as the authorized signer. 

return®zd 
:retained 

"I h fel iCT ,r JL 
to the ~Ul§lt(QJM8i;' 

the b:anik 
or requi~it 
will then be 

4/16/68 at Birmlngham. 9 

SA ROBERT Jo YARiiAJL,JL ~ \Cta p 

(t;(Q)py wi 11 biei 
~(Qipy w.;ill b-e 

The appliccation 
paper handed to the teller 

tJJe day Q 

A l1a b~,'l!lla File # BH 44=1740 

-,-
8 Date dictated 

4/11/68 

This docume~t cont1:ins neither recommendations n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agene;y. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4_/_1_8_/_6_8_:S _____ _ 

WILlLIA!'ii DAVID PAISL.EY, SR., 701 South 
48th Street, after viewing a photograph of ERIC 
STARVO GALT 1 said that there was a resemblance 
between this man and the ER IC STARVO GAL'l' who 
purchased PAISLEYv s 1966 white Mustang in August, 
1967. PAISLEY said he ,could not make a positive 
ident if icat ion and added that the man in the photo,-. 
graph has a fatter face than the ERIC STARVO GALT 
who bought the Mustang. 

On 4/18/68 ~ Birmingham, Alabama File # BH 44=1740 

SAs ROBERT M~ BARRETT and 
by WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: RMB/jml/epg Date dictated ~/_l_S---'-/_b_'S ____ _ 

--This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the i"i\l. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ag.:iky. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _4_/_1_8_/_6_8 __ ~--

LLIAM DAVID PAISLEY, SR., 701 South 
48th ~ aft~r viewing photographs of ERIC STARVO 
GALT, s:a id she could not be sure if this is the man 

observed buy a white 1966 Musta~g from her husband 
in A.ugust,, 196'7. st:ah~d that her recollectipn of 
this man is ly vague as she paid no attention 
to hi.ni, but, ~s best :she could recall, the photograph 
of ERIC STA.RVO GALT did resemble the purchaser, e,xcept 
that the man in the photograph has a fuller face than 
the purchas~r and the hair in the photograph is too 
dark. said the mouth and the nose in the pho..,o-
graph definitely remind her of the purchaser. 

4/18/68 Birmingham, Alabama BH 44~1740 On _______ at _______________ File# ------------

SAs ROBERT M. BARRE1:".r and 
by WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: RMB/jml/epg 4/HV68 

-----------------------Date dictated----------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4_:_/..:;c.l-'-8.:._/-'-68-'-. ___ _ 

WILLIAM DAVID PAISLEY 1 JR., 701 South 
48th Street 9 Birmingham 9 after viewing photographs 
of ERIC STARVO GALT» advised that the photographs 
showing GALTis eyes as being shut resembles the 
person known to PAISLEY as ERIC STARVO GALT, who 
purchased a 1966 white Mustang from PAISLEY'S father 
in August 1 1967. PAISLEY commented that it appeared 
GALT had put on some weight since PAISLEY had last , 
seen him in August, 1967, as GALT's face in the photo~ 
graph appears fatter than what PAISLEY recalls. After 
studying the photographs of GALT for several minu~es, 
PAISLEY commented that the more he looked at the photo­
graphs the more he believed that they were identical 
with the ERIC STARVO GALT who purchased the Mustang. 

PAISLEY added that he did not wish to mJke 
a positive identification at this time based on the 
photographs 9 and stated he could probably make a more 
definite identification if he could see GALT in person. 

On _4_/_1_8_/_6_8 __ at _B_i_r_m_i_n~g_h_a_m----'»_A_l_a_b_a_m_a ____ File # BH 44-1740 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by WILLIAM Ao SAUCIER: RMB/jml/epg Date dictated-4_/_l_B_/_G_S ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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1 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ _.c;4'-'-/=2=2'----/..::C..68..:...._ __ _ 

Mrs. J. D. (ELIZABETH) WEEKS, 2201 Pioneer Drive 9 

was interviewed at her place of employment, Sears Roebu~k9 
Vestavia Hills, Birmingham 1 Alabama, and stated that she is 
the sister of MARLIN c. MYERS, who owns the Continental 
Dance Studios, 7960 Crestwood Boulevard, Birmingham 9 

Alabama. Mrs. WEEKS stated that she took dance lessons 
between September 12, 1967, and October 3, 1967 9 at the 
Friendship Club, Graymont Avenue, Birmingham 9 Alabama 9 on 
Tuesday evenings between 7:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Mrs. WEEKS 
advised that her brother and sister-in-law were the instructors 
at these dance lessons. Mrs. WEEKS advised that the only 
reason she recalls an individual named ERIC GALT attending 
dance lessons at the Friendship Club, is that her sister 9 

DORIS LADNER, told her his name. Mrs. WEEKS advised from 
what she can recall of this individual, he spoke very little 
and did not mingle with the other students. Mrs. WEEKS 
advised she never saw this individual in an automobile and 
does not recall if she ever saw him smoking. 

Mrs. WEEKS described this individual as followsg 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Hair: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Complexion: 

White 
Male-
Early 30's 
Brown, crew-cut 
6' 
185 lbs. 
Medium 
Medium 

Mrs. WEEKS advised she could not furnish any addi= 
tional information concerning this individual. 

4/17/68 Birmingham, Alabama BH 44=1740 On _______ at ______________ File# ___________ _ 

SA PETER JOHN BODKIN:mfl 4/22/68 
by ----------------------Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your §!ieJljiY· 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date --~4~/-=1=9...,__/-"6-"'8 ___ _ 

MARLIN C. MYERS 9 Owner, Continental Dance Studios, 
7960 Crestwood :Boulevard, stated he is positive ERIC GALT 
took dance lessons at Continental Dance Studios, New Orleans, 
Loiil!isian:a, in 1964, under the name of ERIC s. GALT. 

MYERS stated Continental Dance Studios, New Orleans, 
Louisiana~ did not have any employees and the turnover in dance 
instructors was very rapid. MYERS furnished the following 
names of dance instructors who possibly were at Continental 
Dance Studios, New Orleans, Louisiana, during 1964, but 
cannot furnish their addresses: 

FRANK DESIMONE, New Orleans, Louisian~ 

JANET KISER, possibly married to D~SIMONE 

MARCUS FELOS, address unknown 

SANDRA BANKSON, Telephone No. 945-4612 

MYERS stated that FRANK DESIMONE would possibly be 
able to furnish current addresses for the above dance instruc­
tors and names and addresses of other dance instructors. 

MYERS stated the only student he can recall is one 
ORLENA MILLER, who owns a costume shop on Drier Street, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and is a very good friend of JIMM GARRISON. 

MYERS stated that all dance instructors were paid 
by checks drawn on the Whitney Bank, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

MYERS stated that Mrs. LOUELLA LUTZ would possibly 
have records for Conti~ental Dance Studios, containing names 
and addresses of all dance instructors, employed at Continental 
Dance Studios, New Orleans~ Louisiana, during 1964. 

On -~4=/~1~6~/~6~8~_at --=B=-=i=-=r'-"'m=i"-'n=<g=h=a=m:::::..i_, --=A:.::.=la=b=am=a ___ F ile # BH 44-17 40 

by __ SA...__P=E=T=E=R=-,._JO=HN=_B=OD=K=I=N,.,c.: ....._j""'--b-"'-t _______ Date dictated ___ 4_/_19_/_6_8 __ _ 

This docume11:t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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In connection with the above information 
:furnished by Mr. MARLIN C. MYERS!' Continental Dancii;ll 
Studio:s 9 Birmingham9 to the effect that he believed 
subject9 who was th®n known as GALT 9 had taken dance 
less:ons at the Continental Dance Studio 9 Ncew Orl~an:sl) 
Louisianaj) dtU"iJng 1964 9 it is pointed out th:at extens:iv~ 
investigation <~(mducted at New Orleans revealed no St'!ir"h 

record of attendance by GALT during 1964 or during any 
other year. 



02 (Re, 

FEDERAL BUREAL1 OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 5/_8_/_6_8 _____ _ 

JAMES Wo BROWN 9 Route 1 9 

Box l 1i6=B 9 Re;t((JJJ,"w, P /ll\,..l@J:>aruri<!i. 9 <il1"'1VilSled th&il. t he was sentenced 
to the Mi~s©uri St:ID.t® Penitenti~ry 9 Jefferson City, Missouri, 
in April of 1960 and W~:sJ rele~:sed on June 15~ 19,65. He 
stated that he knew ,JAMES EARL RAY while he was ·in prison 
and first met h:i:m :~©rtH~time in 19163., He :stated that he had 
been in gr©ups •ooih®re RAY was talking on several occasions 
and had talked to him per~ollilally a few times. 

BROWN st&1.tied that RAY made the statement that he 
wa:s glad when JOHN .F .. KENNEDY w:ai.s killed 9 and had made some 
s:tate:ro.remrt;s; at this time to the effect g'That is on~ 9Nigger'­
lovi.ng S.,0.,Bo th~t got shoto 09 He stated that RAY did not like 
Neg~~es and th~t during the time MARTIN LUTHER KING was leading 
~ome of his demon:str~tions i8J,rrild this inform~tion was being 
published in the newspapers~ RAY used to curse KING and the 
Negroesa The news of the demonstrations and marches used 
to aggravate him considerably. He stated that RAY ma.de the 
statement th~t KENNEDY was running the country and especially 
in the racial field 9 and that ~RTIN LUTHER KING could get 
the Federal Government to do anything he wanted them to. 
BROWN further advised that he h:ill,d heard some prison rumors 
that RAY w~~ supposed to have killed three Negroes while he 
was in the Missouri State Penitentiary. 

BROWN advised that sometime in the Fall of 1963 1 

RAY made the statement that he was going to get MARTIN LUTHER 
KING when he got ©ut. He stated that he heard him say something 
about COOLEY (phonetic} o:ir' COOLEY 9 S organization would pay 
$10~000,.00 to have KING dead., He stated. that he could furnish 
no further information c.@ricerning this and RAY did not mention 
it again in his presence. 

BROWN fut'ther advised that RAY seemed to have a 
sufficient supply of money a~d that he gambled with the 
other convicts continuously in the prison yard$ The convicts 
used chips made from bottle caps or gambled for cigarettes 
and they would settle their gambling lossres at th.e end of tile 
month. He st~ted that RAY iJJ1dic1a1,ted at one time that he go1:: 

On 4/30/68 t Reform, Al:ll1.bama F"l # BH 44=1740 a-----"-----'-''---'-'------ 1e --------,.-----

by SA CLARENCE Eo WRIGHT~bal Date dictated __ S_/_G_/_G_S ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusionsi[Sie FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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a ch~ck or m(D)n<ey ll'."egularly fr((}m s©me sourc@ <D>n thie outside. 
He ~taitceid th~d;; RA~']' did drink; ~<0me iffi.lllld he h@,d dcet~ct<ed iffi.lcohol 
on hi,'.Rl breath ©n different @c,cill1:S:i©ns o The convict~ made 
whi.skey in tlllrB: pir'i:B11fnli alllld :S:@ll'lll:~~, the gu@,.rd.s sold whiskey 
to tbe convicts als©e He st&tad there was a lot of narcotics 
passed !al,roundl ifil\ 1lJ11<B pris©n @1lllld thee guards would bring s<0me 
of it i.n and s©m.e it was bei.irng br,oughit in by visi trors s 

He never had pers©l!Jj/ill.1 l~Klll'Qi~Jledge that BAY usedl ruia!t'ic:©ti~s. 
He w~.s unable ito name @i,ny :Sp®ci:fic guard thai.t sold «:1:t.iirfltf.'@,\band 
to the COlillvictrs: 9 ltww.e:ver 9 he did s:~y that (Ql[H~/ guilll,!"d 11Vlll!.:S: CJiUght, 
selling contrmi):amd to the ~@nvict:s in 1962 or 1963 /.l:11,nd was 
fired. ,He @tarted that RAY did tai.lk t(\J) one p:ru,.irt:ic~Jl~r gu&trd ii11, 

lot; 1~.,0Jwwever ~ he does n©t f'temiember the guard Os n~1me., 

BROW'M St@.ted th@.t he h®.S ll(Q)t seen RAY SiID\Ctei he left 
prison and ha~ no idea where he might h~ve goillle0 H~ ~t~ted 
that RAY had t~lked :ffi.bout tuJrmelling out of prisi@m1 @.lfid going 
to Virgiirnia &nd hiding in ial, c/lilve. He hea.l!."d RAY ~ay thia!.t re 
had a. large supply of guns before hE:>) was in pri'Solfi ~,illld heard 
him mention wi, submachine guno The @nly fiorie:ign cou:roitry he 
ever heard RAY mention wars: Liberi®- 9 AfriciID.~ and MY stat~d 
that he had i!l.l, brother=i1lll=law w@ll"kiDg there mnd thifilt h® was 
m~king a lot of moll'.lley. 

BROWN Sll.d.vised that RA,Y W®,S not too frielrndly; 
however~ he w©uld talk in groups., RAY told B~~ce tlll®,t 
he h&d been in Birmingh~ 9 Alabam&JJ,~ and th1lll.t , illl,d 
stated that Birmi:Qghaun was a good town t@ steal in., He 
never discussed hi~ p&st lif@ illll B.ROW}PS presence @.@d B.R.OWJNf ll:uis 
no idea wher~ RAY i~ fI"@m ©r '.ID.llilything ab@ut hi.s f:mHAily o 

Bis closd aRsociates in prie©n were: 

VALEN1'1 is believed tco be from Ba tom_1 R.©uge ~ 
Louisiana aDd B,ROWN believes he is :sitill i.n I"!! 11.:,sinin.. VALENTI 
talked about Mexico a lot and could speak Sp~nisho RAY 
stated one time thS1.t he w~s going to visit ~ friem1d of hi~ 
and VALENTI 9 S (this friend 0 s name unknown) who wa&SJ rreleia!.sed 
from prison and got married ami i. t is believed tlhiat he is run­
ing a Cal.fie ne~r Moberly 9 Mi~~ourio 

mrICK:11
\i WlLSON, who wms killed while in MiS5:(Q)Ul"i 

State Prison. 

JOHNNY JOHNSON 9 who is from the K~!l'!S&\Si City ~-rea 
and is beliov~to be still in pris©n as he was servjng a 
twenty-year sentence. 
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ovNONEYg0 EDEN = EDEN was serving five yearfSJ., 

RICHARD BEEMAN 

(FJNIU) MAYBERRY 9 fr@m West Plains 9 Miss@uri. 

BROWN W~fSJ :sh©Wn a c@py ~f I.,Oa 4182 and he ~tated 
that the center picture l©©kfSJ exactly like he rememb®red him 
in prison and the other pictures resemble him also .. 



FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-1 S-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ M_a-'y_8--'-, _1_9_6_8 ___ _ 

JA.\ra:S: Wf e BROWN 9 305 South Eai.~t Street .i Talladega i 
Alwi,~~mm~ 9 wa~ reinterviewied. a1r1d .furnished the following 
informca\tion: 

He W~§ re~ently int~rvi~wed and furnished ~11 
tlm<e inflQ>:r'm.~ ti©fill :~«> .his knowledge as to his association 
with JAJMlES EARL RAY. As to the information he furnished 
concerfiling the fact that he heard RAY remark that the 
Cooley org~ni~~tion would pay $10,000 to get MARTIN LUTHER 
KING l·d11ied 9 cBilld he was going to kill KING upon his rel,ease, 
he :S@lf :d tlblere were at least three persons whom he can 
ree~ll who were present on this date and heard RAY make 
this statement. He said they were JOHNNY VALENTI 1 NOONIE 
EDEN (phonetic) 9 and CHESTER EALEY (phonetic). He said 
he believes these three per~ons are still in prison in 
Missouri" He said this statement was made by RAY during 
the latter part of 1963. He said he would testify to 
this information. 

He said he has no idea as to the identity of 
the Cooley organization and has never heard this organi­
zation mentioned by anyone other than RAY on this one 
occasi.on. 

On __ 5_/_3_/_6_8 ___ at __ T_a_l_l_a_d_e_g_a_9_A_l_a_b_a_m_a ___ File # __ B_H __ 4_4_-_l_7_4_0 ____ _ 

5/6/68 SA JOSEPH T. LANDERS:cap/hss 
by -----------------------Date dictated----------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusioni; of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ M_a....:.y_l_5-"-9 _1_9_6_8 __ _ 

JAMES W. BROWN 9 305 East Street 9 Talladega 9 Alabama, 
w~s i.nt~rvi~wed ~t the Reh~bilitation Center, Talladega, 
a.nd furnished the following: 

BROWN eJntt(eil!."ed the Mi1Srsouri State Peni tentitil!.ry 9 

0Jeffer~on City 9 :1tU .. 1SSlO\LU'."i 9 ©J!ll March 25 9 1960 9 after h~ving 
be~n convict~d in K~n~~s City, Missouri 9 for murder and 
receiving a twenty-year sentenceo· He stayed "inside the: 
walls'1 ~t Jefferson City until February 9 1964, when he was 
transferred to a br~nch of the Penitentiary System at 
Fordl~Lfll.d 9 Missouri. 

During his imprisonment 9 BROWN became acquainted 
with one JOHNNY V!ILAN'X".!J: (phonetic). VELA..'\\JTX had told BROWN 
tful.~t VELAN'TX h~d some relatives in Baton Rouges Louisiana., 
and VELANTI was serving a twenty-year sentence after being 
convicted in Kansas City, Missouri 9 for robbery. V LANT! 
had also clra1.imed to BROWN that when he was arrested by 
the Kansas City Police Department he, VELANTI, had in 
his possession the name of a notorious Kansas City gangster, 
which h.ad been given to VELANTI by a New Orleans friend. 
VELANTI did not identify either of these two names, but 
claimed he was questioned ij'thoroughly'9 by the Kansas City 
Police Department about this name VELANTI had in his 
possession. 

BROWN claimed Jhi.e !aillld VEL,ANTI became good friends. 
during this time ~nd ~@~etime in either November or 
December 9 1963 9 through V:EI..ANT!, BROWN met JAMES EARL RAY, 
another inmate ~t the p~nitentiary. This meeting took 
place in the prison yard at a time shortly after the 
assassina ti.on of Pr,~iisident KENNEDY. At the time of the 
meeting 9 RAY wa~ :ll.lllvolved in a poker game and VELANTI 
told BROWN that ~e 9 VlL,ANTI 9 was a personal friend of 
RAY's 9 who was doing twenty years for robbery. V~LANTI 
introduced RAY to BROWN as 'gJAMES RAY'' and told BROWN 
that everyone called him v'RAY o vu Later 1 at an unrecalled 
time 9 VELANTI told BROWN that he, VELANTI, had known 11RAY" 

5/9/68 Talladega, Alabama BH 44-1740 On _______ at --------~-----File# ___________ _ 

SA ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
SA WILLltAM Ao SAUCIER/ RMB:lb\ss 5/14/68 

by ----------------------Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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in Atl,anta, Georgia; aind that they {VELANTI and RAY} had 
cont.l'll11!tited a robbery in Atlal!1tta together. BROWN clai.med 
V1::L.AN'1l 1I had told him that Vl\LANTI and RAY had robbed a 

LQlil compt,my about midn.iglblt after having watched it for 
abotn; a week, \'l'~L.ANTI also told BROWN that VELANTI 11 :s wife 
and three children were then, 1963 or early 1964, living 
:in Atlanta and tltll~:t V~L;,t~'f'I'lijs oldest son had been killed 
in ~n automobile fill«::ici.dent i.n early 1964. About that time,) 
early 1964" VELAJ!f'.ll"l ~ s wife quit writing to h1m and VE LAN"JI"I 
tried to get the Catholic Chaplain to contact his wite in 
an effort to have her resume writing. BROWN also recalled 
thtat V!l,LANTI lhlcld told him he was serving~ sentence for 
the rointt»<B:l"y of a Kansas City hotel, BROWN and VEL~N'l'I 
had 1iiltl been in the f!:ilame jail at Kansas City, l\iiissouri; 
at the same time but were in different tanks and did not 
actually meet until they got to prison. 

BROWN ,stated he was present during about three 
or four conversations between VELANTI and RAY, but that 
BROWN and RAY never had any detailed conversation of any 
kind. BROWN recalls in one of the.se conversations in late 
1963 RAY said to v:r;LANTI that he 9 RAY., was going to escape 
from the "pen '1 and that RAY knew a Hguy named COOLEY11 who 
could hide RAY where no one could find him. BROWN •elaim.ed 
that RAY also stated thil1lt COOLEY would p&1y $10,000 to ta.nyon<f.l! 
who would kill MARTIN L1!Ji'K"JHER KJING. In other conver:sta!. tions i 
BROWN recJl!.lled RAY talking about tunnelling out of the 
penitentiary,if he had to 9 and going to Liberia where RAY 
cl~imed he h~d :m brother-:JLn-law living, who was "miilking 
good money." BROWN rec~ll:s thait at anoth<er time 9 in 
discus~ing the a:ss~rg:silllliill tion of President KENNEDY 9 VELANTI 
stated be did not believe anyone :should kill the President, 
to which RAY :said tl!na!t he, RAY~ would have done it him§elf 
if he had h~.d the CITT'll\)!)JC8 and that KENNEDY iVwafil nothing but 
a damn Ca tho Lie. 11 EH:::~ording to BROWN, RAY often expres~ed 
his hatred for Catholics and Negroes. 

BROWN ~lso recealls Ri\Y cl~imtng he knew where a 
cave was loc~ted in Virf;lnln, ,d'.c,·, ,\ could hide upon 
his escape. BROW'-1 i,r,J1cJ•( <'!;,, ·. · · ni .. J\C' prisoners who 
overheard some of i li, ,,.,i•l' ;;,(; Uli:· r,r;,;: "NOONEY EDENe IY 
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BROWNf claims that v:r;t,ANTI told BROWN on more 
tJuu11 one ocm1sion th&lt RA.Y had killed three Negroes in 
the pie:J.11i tentiary wi tlh a ''~h1 v'' {knife) o BROWN claimed 
he did not know the details concerning these alleged 
k i 11.i m1gs o 

BROWN be11eves he once told RAY that he (QROWN) 
'li\i:fll,tS from Alabama &[lid recillllls RA:y stating that Birmingham 
was a good towin to :steal in and that RAY had once s tolQ ·~ 
car in Birmingham before he wJs arrested in Kansas City . 
.BROWN ~1a5: of the opin:ion that RAY, at the time he met him, 
was Ii vi.lTilg 1n '''C'~ Hall and was working in the liGense 
plate 1n>"lsunt o BROWN further statE-~d he believed RAY wa$ 
left-ha,,nded 9 smoked Wins ton cigarettes i walked pigeon-to~d, 
anrf Jlmd a Zippo lighter with the initials "J. R." scra tcbec;t 
on it, 

BROWN claims he knows of no lottery or ga~bli~I 
operation conducted by VELANTI in which RAY took an ac~ive 
part. 

BROWN stated he would cooperate with the FBI in 
any way possible and was doing so. not for any reward, 
but bec~use he felt he shouldo 
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C«:mfidenti[lll source 9 whose reliability has 
not been established, advised that he was received in 
the Missouri State Penitentiary during September, 1965, 
and was im.med:h1t@ly placed in quarantine for a thirty-day 
observation period which is required of all new prisoners 
and thereafter he was assigned to Cell 188, Tier #8, 
J Hall 9 ~nd scheduled to work in the carpenter shop. 
In thie connection, the source stated that there is 
only one inmate to a cell and that the Missouri State 
Penitentiary has five halls within the prison wall which 
house p:1risoners. 

The source said that while in J. Hall, during 
Novembe~j 1965$ he first became acquainted with JAMES 
EARL RAY» who was already assigned to J Hall and who 
worked daily in J Hall as a "Walk Boy." The source 
explai.ned that the duties of JAMES EARL RAY as a ''Walk 
Boyn were to take orders for cigarettes, gum, candy, etc., 
which could be purchased within the prison and to bring 
hot water for shaving ~nd instant coffee to the inmates. 
The source adcded that J'AMES EARL RAY was the only "Walk 
Boyn in J Hall and furthe:r that he was free to contact 
any inmate and ~ould move throughout the hall freely. 
He pointed out that this was RAY's only duty in the 
hall and that he could Temain inside during working 
hours, h~ving no othe1r· assignments. 

Tbe source said that his first conversation 
with RAY took place when RAY observed him reading a 
Birmingham. 9 Al~b~m:a qqPost-Herald 11 newspaper which he had 
a subscription to while in prison. The sour~e advised 
that RAY asked him on this occasion if he was from the 
State of Alabama to which he replied he was from Walker 
County$ Alab~ma. RAY said to the sour~e that he knew 
where Walker County, Alabama, was located and further 
that this was a dry county 9 serving no alcoholic beverages, 
which gave the source the impression that RAY knew what 
he was talking about~ especially since he mentioned 
beer joints like the All State Tavern, another beer joint 
which source believed was Rose~s Place and Riverview Cafe. 
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RAY s;aid that he had visited or stayed in. the Birmingham, 
Alab~ma, area in the past; however, R-AY never mentioned 
any associates, acquaintances, friends, relatives or 
employments :in the State of Alabama. The source advised 
that this coriiv(e1l."sation ended with RAY asking him if he 
could have b:itS: Birmingham, Alabama, 1'Post-Herald" 
newspaper when he finished reading them each day, which 
was agreeable to source. The source advised thereafter 
RAY would rcome by his cell each evening and pick up 
his 1nut1w:spaper which he would place between the cell bars. 

'l'he source said that RAY never discussed hi.s 
family nor did he ever indicate from which part of the 
United States he came from, but the source believed that 
RAY was 'from the southern part of the United States only 
because RAY never indicated where he was from, coupled 
with his interest in a southern newspaper. 

The source stated that he personally gave RAY 
his present home address and telephone number on one 
occasion, telling RAY to stop by his home sometime if 
and when h® ever got released from prison and they would 
have a drink or two together. The source pointed out 
that RAY did not ask him for his address or telephone 
number and that he merely furnished this to RAY knowing 
that he was doing a 20 year prison sentence and more than 
likely he would never i:!gain see R,AY after he left prison. 
He stated that wnen h(e gave RAY his address and telephone 
number, RAY replied v1Don 't be surprised if I call you up 
sometime '1 and there:ffifter placed this piece of paper in 
his pocket. 

T'he source said that RAY was a very quiet 
individual, soft spoken, calm, clean, never laughed or 
enjoyed a good story, solemn face, and remained to 
himself most of the time. The source advised that he would 
often see RAY in the prison yard and on occasion attempted 
to stri.ke up a conversation with RAY, but he never appeared 
interested so the source gave up trying to make conversation 
with RAY. 

~rhe source said that the only topic which would 
arouse RAY's interest was the subject of money. The source 
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stated that on one occasion during a conversation with 
RAY, RAY said ~~one of these dtrJs if I ever get out 
of h.ere I am goin.V' to make 11rvself a bunch of money. H 

When :source asked how he intended doing this~ RAY 
replied he had contacts and there are more ways of 
making money than robbing banks. Source then asked 
RAY what h:is plan was~ to which RAY replied nThe 
Businessmen's A$:sociati.on has offered $100,000.00 
:for killing MAR1'IN LU"l'Hl:R KING and he's fi.ve years 
pa.st du~1. n The source stated he then asked RAY 
what the Bu:sines:smeng:s Association wast to which RA.Y 
replied ''! don v t know but I wi.11 find out." The 
source added th,at this was the first and last tim.~ 
RAY ever mentioned MARTIN LUTHER KING nor did he 
ever aga.in mention the Bu.sin.essmen 1 s Association 
in his presence., 

'The sourc;e said that RAY told him that he 
always worked alone and therefore limited the 
possibility of be:i.ng caught and said ~1 1 have got a 
place pi,cked out wher~i I .can hide," never mentioni,ng 
where the place was located. 

The source stated there was a prison 
cigarette lottery going on almost daily in J Hall 
and that F.AY was involved in this lottery, delivering 
wagering t:ickets as well as picking these up and would 
del:i.ver th~ winnings to inmates each night. He 
said there were two separate lotteries in J Halle One 
lottery was :run by two inmates named .JOHNNY VALENTI 
and another i11div:1l.dti1al from Ste Louis, Missouri, name 
unknown6 'I'he s<CHJ1 ;cce described this individual as a 
white male 3 Itaili.an, age 43 to 46, dark complexion with 
gunshot wound :in face and nicknamed 00Dago. vu The 
source said the other lottery in J Hall was run by 
an individual nicknamed "Boston, VQ who was doing a 
20 year sentence and described him as a white male, 
45 years of age, very short and occupied either cell 23, 
24 o:r' 25 on the flag in J Hall, meaning the first floor. 

The sour«::e said that he did not likeJ VALENTI's 
wagering odds so be always placed his wagers with the 
individual nicknamed ~'Boston." The source stated that 
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he t~ould 
ta irn1,!!.:aites :i.11 the wns reimll:ru1r•se1d 
by 1e1JOI!NNY I .and "Bi)ston qg for this service. 
Source estima,ted that there were appro.xim.ately two 
dozen lotterit1rs ng op®'li'.'16lteid tn the Mi:ssou1r Sta tee 
Penl itf~i y 9 CO!'.iJSisted of f:l vie S~f.l!il\!!:'3lte h:al 

pirisori\®!"S e 

?fht:1 sour"~~ :advised that he neve:t' saw f.?1\Y 
run. i,r,:s or handle contraband at any time 'i,,fi'.d on 
ont0

) ~J1CC&1tsion .RA'f showe<d blm his arnis to prove that he 
had never been addicted to narcotics. The source added 
that he never ohseirv1ed RAY with any large sums of 
money. 

The source advised that there was an 
orgmni:zationi being operated at the Missouri State 
Peni te:ntiary by the inmates and this or•ganb~ation was 
called ~Qcooley w s Organiz~tion. '' "l'he :Source s:ai.d that 
this was a protection and enforcer organization and that 
while en route to the l\Ussouri State Penitentiary he 
first became ,aware that an <011;'ganizati.on exi~ted. 
The source advised that be was at one time lodged at 
the County Jail in Springfield, Missouri, for several 
months and be(~ame acquai.nted with a prisoner~ (FNU) CRAIG, 
whom he des~::ribed as a "Qfour time loser~ n The source 
said that CtlAI(G has a h1°othe!" who is a detective on the 
Springfield Police De tment and that CRAIG had 
previously s,~rved t titt Missouri State .Penitentiary 
and was ing ret t1) :S penitentiary. The source 
said that when learned that he also wa:s en route 
to the Missouri f;tate Penitentiary, CRAIG advised him 
to jo:ini the Coo<l'8y ':s Organization at the :Missouri state 
Peni tentia:ry :since he would :need to g(':t ~lm:1\g with 
other pri:sioneir;s:; and be betng a member.' thlt:; org:am.i.zation ~ 
he would :aiin ~u:special favors. 11

~ :source said that 
CRAIG inform.ed him that the Cooley' :s Org:aur.dz~t1on would 
settle ~ny grievances be may have while at Missouri State 
Penitentiary against other pri.rsoners and that ttds was 
a vcrry powerful organ:i.zat:ion, h<Hri :influ~ni:;e with guards 
and could even ll for a price, a:r:r> :murd(n:·. v,' 
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~he source advised that after bis release from 
quarantine~ hf) ~1g~1in observed CRAIG~ who was then working 
in the mess hall :l'l.t the Missouri State Penitentiary. 
T'he source advised that he then approached CRAIG and 
told CRAIG th,:\i,t he <desired to join the Cooleyvs 
Organization and at th:is time gave him a $10000 cant@en 
book 1 pointing out that the membership fee to join the 
Cooley gs Orgra:r.dz,ation was $10. 00 and that this membership 
fee wou make an inmate a paid up member as lonr'· as he 
was i:r:i prison o T·he source advised that CRAIG told him 
that he would obtain his membership for him and the same 
night JAMES EARL RAY came to his cell and gave h:i.m a 
card saying nHer'e is your cards" and nothing else, and 
therefore he always felt that RAY was a member of the 
Cooleyv:s Organization since he was so trusted. However, 
RAY never said to him that he was a member nor did he 
ever ask himo 

The souu'."Ce said that his :membership card was 
type written with his name on 1.t and had the heading 
ggMembership Cooley gs Club. rr ''I'he sourice said that this 
membership ~ard was lik® a credit card and it could 
get an inmate credit on pu:t.''Chases of candy and other 
sundries but ~ould not be used for credit purposes on 
lotteries. 

The sotu:0 11;:e advised that he had tw© or three 
differe:n(Ces with pris(on<ers over wagers while in .J H:i'illl 
and upon getting no satisfaction, he personally contacted 
CRAIG in the mess hall at which time he displayed to 
CRAIG his membership card and filed his grievance with 
CRAIGo The sourQ~rt\> stated that CRAIG informed hi.m that 
he would handle thi.s complaint; however, the fee for 
handling his g.1r'ievance was 50% of what was due a 
prisoner. Th® source added that subseque:rrtly R.AY 
appeared at his cell in J Hall with his share of the 
cigarettes collected from his grievance. 

The source stated that CRAIG was later transferred 
from the mess hall to the Church Farm, which is located 
outside the prison wall at Missouri State Pen:itentiatry. 
The source said that prior to CRAIG's departure 9 CRAJ.G 

e-;,,r-~ 
tfw·. - ·! 
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contacted him and instiructed hdm. who to see in the 
future to take complaints should he have any 
additional grievances. At this point, the source 
pointed out that most grievances would be placed 
either at the m.®ss hall 01t" the pri.son yard, noting 
that only during these periods of time all the 
inmates from different halls could talk with each 
other. The source added that he was unable to 
furnish any description of name of the individual 
he was instru«:~ted to contact in the mess hall after 
the depa1'ture of CRAIG since he had no further 
complaints and was subsequently transferred to the 
Renz Farm, whi~h is also located outside the prisono 

The source stated that the Cooley's 
Organization was operating when he arrived at the 
Missour State Penitentiary and was still doing business 
when he departed and he felt that this operation had 
been started and maintained by old cons who are now 
trusties and who reside in A Hall, which is the trustie:sv 
barracks. He added that he personally feared the power 
of the Cooleyfs Organization as did other inmates and 
in his opinion, he personally felt they could 
render retaliation regarding him if they became aware 
that he gave information concerning their organization. 

The source said that during the time RAY 
was assigned to J Hall$ he had attempted an escape 
which was unsuccessful and thereafter he never saw RAY 
again since RAY was not retul"ned to J Hall and he 
later went to Renz Farm. He said that while at Renz 
Farm. he did hear that RAY su-ccessfully escaped from 
the Missouiri St~te Penitentiary by hiding him.self in a 
bred truck. 

The source was asked if there ever circulated 
at Missouri State Penitentiary a rumor concerning the 
killing of three Negro inmates and if RAY's name was 
ever mentioned as a suspect or being involved in these 
killingso The source said that he did learn that when 
prison authorities first tried to integrate the prisonr~rs, 
four white men with pillowcases over their heads waitl2.'d 
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for Negro prisoners enter· the shower room. on 
one occasion and stabbed three of the Negroes to 
death, wounded a f(nu:r'th and the fifth escaped. He 
said that at no time did he hear any rumor that RAY 
was involved in too se killings. 

The sour~e said that the inmates located 
in J' Hall at the time he was also lodged there and who 
could possibly furnish additional information cor:i.c·ierning 
RAY w.:n'•:'J (l"NU) SPRATT, cell 187 1 and GENE (LNU), cell 
190s who escaped by overpowering a guard and taking 
his uniform~ however, this individual was successfully 
apprehended and l"'t~tu:rn~d to Missouri state Penitentiary. 
Source advised that another inmate,name unknown, who 
occupied cell 190, was a lottery player. Another 
inmate 1 n:ame unknown, nicknamed wicowboy, 11 was a hall 
tender in charge of convicts in J Hall. 

Thi.s source was displayed numerous photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY and advised that all photographs bear 
a close resemblance to RAY; however, he specifically 
identified the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY taken at 
the Missouri. State Penitentiary during the time he was 
incarcerated. The source said that he would have no 
difficulty in identifying RAY should he ever see him 
again, even if he attempted to disguise is identity; 
giving as his reasons at RAY was definitely "slough­
footedvv arnd his toes pointed out noticeably when he 
walked causing his heels and solc1s to wear down on the 
outside edges. He hatSl a prominent cleft on his chin, 
which is noticeable and remarked that RAY liked his 
booze and that he had the impression from talking with 
him that he was a heavy drinker~ The source also 
added that in s opini.on from his knowledge of RAY in 
prison that hc1 thought RAY had a normal rs;ex life. 

'T'he source advised that the only other person 
that he kt1ew that RAY might havte been closely associated 
when in prison was a full-blooded Indian prisoner who 
was the barber in J' Hall but whose name he could not 
recalle The source stated that be definitely had not 
been conta(C;ted by RAY since he has been released from 
prison~ which was May 3, 1967, and stated that he would 
notify the Birmi.ngham FBI Office if RAY eve,r attempted 
to contact him in any way or manner in the future . 

.r:,q 
f¼I'. : .. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date _ __.4"""/_..2~0....,/~6..__.8..__ ___ _ 

Mr. PETER CHFmPES~ owner 9 Economy Rooming House, 
2806 Highla11iMJ! Avenue 9 Birmingham~ was given two photographs 
of ERIC STARVO GALT and after carefully studying these 
photographs for several minutes, stated, "I believe this is 

IC GALT who resided at my rooming house. The photographs 
t,ear a very close :resemblance to him; however, I can't be 
sure until I seen him in person. u 

0n-~4~/~1=8=/~6=8,..__atBirmingham, Alabama File # __ B=H=-4-=-1--=+--=-l=-7::_4=0=-------

by SA WILLIAM A. SAUCIE=R-: ..... J~·b ..... t,._ ______ Date dictated -----=4=/-=1=9_,_/-=6:....::8=-------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4_/_2_0_/_6_8_· ____ _ 

Mr. HERBERT KELLY advised that he is employed as a 
cooJk at the Ecorrlioimy Rooming House 9 2608 Highland Avenue, Bir­
mi~gham ~ and that he was employed at this house during the period 
August 26 9 1967, through October 7, 1967. 

Mr. KELLY advised that during this period of time he 
prepared and se:r·ved the morning and evening meals and was 
acquainted with most of the tenants. He said that he did 
remember a guest by the name of ERlC GALT who resided at the 
Economy Rooming House and particularly recalled that he occupied 
Room 14 9 and was always late for breaktast, 

Mr. KELLY was given two photographs of ERIC STARVO 
GA.LT and after carefully studying these photographs far 
several minutes, stated, "I believe these photographs of 
GALT are identical with the ERIC GALT who r~sided at this 
rooming house. These pictures bear a very close resemblance 
to him. 11 

Mr. KELLY stated that he would not make a positive 
identification pointing out that he desired to view GALT in 
person before making such an identification. 

On -~4=/~1=8-/~6~8~_at Birmingham. Alabama File # _B_H_4_4_-_1_7_4_0 _____ _ 
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by __ SA=--W~I-L,,,,,L-=IA=M-'A=· _,,__. -=SA=U=C=IE=R.-=..:&L.i=b--=t-~----Date dictated _4_/_19_/_6_8 ____ _ 

This docume~t cont1:ins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ M_a~y~l_o_· ~• _1 _9_6_8 __ _ 
l 

PETER CHEJRPES 
1 

Owner of the Economy :Rooming Hoi!ll ft<tJ, 

2608 Highland AvenilU1llfl, Birmingham., Alabama" wa~ 15\howm l'1l 

photogiraph of JAMES EARL RAY, which photograph had b®1e)!:l) 
tak~IDl during the residence of RAY in Los Angeles, Califtn::"lfll:litii, 
'1u.ring late 1967 and early 1968. CHERPESY without h@~it:!!ti.::Hll, 
~Efinitely identified this photograph as being a phot 
of a pe:r~Olill knowl!ll. to CHERPES a~ ERIC S. GAL'T, who :t''l2!~i,d~,d 
at CHERPES O roomir,1g hOll..llSe from August 26, 1961, th:f'Ol!.l!.~;h 
:ai.pproximately October· 7, 1967. CHERPES said this ph(difA:i~~ 
gr:aph of JAMES EARL RAY was the best likEHlless of th~ rm1:iil,\!i1 

k.!Ol.OWn to CHERPES as ERIC S. GALT that CHERPES had ~@!@1m t«> 
dateo 

On 5/6/68 at --=B=i=. r'--"m=i=n=g .... h=a=m'-"',~A::..,l=a=b=a=m=a'---F ile # _B_H_;_ __ 

SAQS ROBERT M. BARRETT & 
WILLIAM A. SAUCIER R:MB~cap 

by -----------------------Date dictated~----- -----·-------·---

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property oC ''le FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside yoarncy. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ M_a~y"---_l_0_,_,_1_9_' 6_8 __ _ 

l 

HERBERT KELLY, who is employed as a cook at 
the Economy Rooming House, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, Alabama 1 and who served meals to ERIC S. 
GALT during the residence of GALT at the Economy Rooming 
House, was shown a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, which 
had been taken during the residence of RAY in Los 
Angeles, California, during late 1967 and early 1968. 
KELLY definitely identified this photograph as being 
a photograph of th@ person known to him as ERIC S. 
GALT. KELLY also said this photograph was the best 
l ikene~t,J of GALT that KELLY had seen to date. 

On 5/6/68 at Birmingham, Alabama 

SA@S ROBERT M. BARRETT & 
by __ W_I_L_L_I_A_M_A_._S_A_UC_I_E_R ___ R_M_B_:_c_a-"-p------Date dictated __ 5 __ /_6_8 ___ _ 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be distributed outside your aa2'· 



BH 44-1740 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Outlets of Salacious Books 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER: 

During investigation it had been determined 
that subject RAY had on more than one occasion while 
residing in California written to publishing houses 
dealing in salacious and sex books. In view of that 
characteristic of RAY, all newsstands and book shops 
serving as local outlets of that type of material were 
canvassed and identification orders left with the 
proprietors. No one during this survey recalled having 
seen RAY in their establishments but each promised to 
notify the FBI at Birmingham should he be observeq in 
the future. 

Bank Robberies and Bank Burglaries 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN: 

Based on a suggestion from the Bqreau, all 
pending unsolved bank robbery files in the Birmingham 
Office have been reviewed on the possibility that subject 
RAY may have participated in such activity. Based on 
this review, RAY has definitely been eliminated as being 
a suspect in any such bank robbery. 

33 



2 

BH 44=1740 

Files p®rtaining to unsolved bank burglaries 
in the Birmingham territory were likewise reviewed but 
same reflected no witnesses to such bank burglaries 
and no latent fingerprints which might be compared with 
the prints of RAY. 

34 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M. BARREiTT, WILLIAM A. SAUCIER, NEIL P. MARTIN, 
and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN~ 

Alt hough as has previously been .1'E:~ported by the 
Birmingham Office that all rooming houses were canvassed 
with the photograph of the individual then identified as 
GAL'Tt each of these establishments were recontacted 
during the per'iods 1\pril 25-29 and May 3-7, 1968 9 and 
identification orders supplied to the proprietors. The 
proprietors were also questioned concerning the possibility 
of subject under the name RAY or additional aliases then 
known as having been a tenant in the past, especially 
during the pertinent periods when his whereabouts were 
not known. The number of such rooming houses was quite 
extensive and included all which advertised in the daily 
press, under the classified section of the telephone 
directory; or by sign :idvertisements. No identification 
of RAY having resided in any such place resulted other 
than as has been previously reported, his residence at 
the Economy Rooming House~ 2608 Highland Avenue1 Birmingham, 
from August 26 = October '7, 1967. The above also included 
checks at charity type shelter homes and institutions. It 
also included all YMCA operated establishmentso 

l~a~1~i:Et _ _g~ Divorce Recor,ds_ 

The records of the Probate Court in each of the 
31 counties comprising the territory of the Birmingham 
Office were searched pertaining to any marriage or divorce 
record of subject RAY under his true name or any known 
aliases. This resulted negatively but was considered 
advisable in view of his veiled reference on one occasion 
that he had a divorced wife living "over the mountain'' 
near Birmingham. 
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Possible Local Robberies 
=--~==a:-··~""'"""==- - ~- ._.,._-.,.-=~--

Immedlately after identification of RAY as 
being involved in this matter" the Robbery Squad of the 
Birmingham Police Department was furnished with photo­
graphs of him and also pertinent dates during which he 
was known to hav~ resided in Birmingham 9 ioe. August 26 
Octob('!l:!r' '79 1967, Members of the Robbery Squad hav,1 
exh1bttad his photograph to holdup victims occurring in 
B.irmingh.am during that period without :identification. 

At the present time;1 this facet of the investi­
gation is being extended to include robbery squads of the 
police departments in the six Resident Agencies of the 
Birmingham Office and to the (Cities of road trip 
territories, 

Unidentified Deceased Males 

Immediately after the identification of RAY as 
the subject of this investigation, contact was bad with 
the Jeff'erson County Sh~r if f vs Off ice; Birmingham, Alabanta1 

and with the Office of the Coroner, which official works 
clo.sely with the Sh~irHf "s OfficEL The Coroner was 
requested to advise the Birmingham Office should any un= 
identified deceas,ed male be examined by his off ice. As 
yet there have b:een no such instances coming to the 
attention of the Coroner. 

B'l:tsed on information: contained in Bureau communi= 
cation, dated May 9, 1968 9 regarding this matter, similar 
inquiries and stop notices are being placed at the present 
time with coroniers :and sheriff's offices in the counties 
of the six Resident Agencies and to road t:ri.p territories 
of the Birmingham Office. 
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Possible Employment of Ray 
By Coun_t:,~y Clubs 

The following irn1it➔ :st igat ion was conducted by 
SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and Wll.LIAM A. SAUCIER: 

In a commu~ication from the Bureau, dated May 10 9 

1968 9 it was pointed out that while residing in the Los 
Angeles area during the e~rly part of 1968v and p'ior to 
his deiparture therefrom in Marchp 1968, RAY had been 
determined to hav@ made s@veral telephone calls to country 
<Clubs in an effort to obtain employment, especially as a 
bartender, since he is known to have pursued a course in 
bartending while residing in Los Angeles. 

All country clubs in the immediate area of 
Birmingham were conta~ted on May 16 1 1968 1 by SAs ROBERT 
M. BARRETT and WILLIAM Ao SAUCIER, photographs exhibited, 
and records of applic~tions and employees checked with 
negative results. 'This matter is now receiving attention 
by the Resident Agencies in Birmingham Office territory 
in connection with country ~lubs located in those areaso 

Hot~l:s and Motels 

On the idlat,e,si April 25 9 26 and 29, 1968 9 SA:s 
ROBERT M. BARRETT 9 WllLLIAM A. SAUCIERp NEIL P. MARTIN, 
and RICHARD D. SCHWEIN conducted the following invrestig1ation~ 

After the idientification of RAY, his photographs 
and identification orders were exhibit®d to all hotels 
and motels in the Birmingham=Bessemer, Alabama, area 9 

although employees·of those establishments had previously 
been contacted and shown photographs during the period 
that subject rs name Wi'.li:t1; helieved to be GALT. Records of 
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