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CIVIL R IGH·rs 

Records of Provincial Motel, New Orleans, La,, 
indicate RAY using alias of GALT, stayed at the 
motel December 17-19, 1967. Data concerning 
occupants of mo tel December 14-:22, 1967, obtained. 
It shows Rl\Y as GALT wa.s in Room 126, Prior to 
RAY occupying Room 126 it was occupied by H. R. 
QUINN and JOE LACEY, JR., 1211 Westmoreland, 
Montgomery, Ala., make .of car S.W. (probably 
station wagon), Alabg~a licen~e 3-2146, 2 in 
party. While RAY was in Room 126 Mr. and Mrs. 
DONALD C. {jllegible) SM.I'TI-I, 3319 Dodge Avenue, 
Sioux City, Iowa, 2 in party, occupied Room 125 
which is next to Room 126. Mrs. LOUIS]j: LARSON., 
5231 LaJolla Blvd., L~Jolla, Calif., 1 in 
party, registered in Room 126, 12/19/67, after 
RAY checked out of Room 126. Probably with 
Mrs. L,.!\RSON, occupying a nearby room, were Mr. 
a.nd :Mrs. VIRGIL L. LARSON, 5646 Taft- Av~., 
LaJolla, Calif., 2 in party. ·It would appear 
the three LARSONs arrived by taxi rather than 
personal car. Toll cards December 14-22; 1967, 
from public phone at Provincial Motel not 
available. Clerk who registered RAY and 
owner-operator of laundry arid dry cleaning 
which does work for Provincial Motel interviewed 
and no additional info obt~ined. 
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FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) • • 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date --=1=1~/=2=1~/~6~8 ___ _ 

:,:1 
. -_lo/· 

Mr" BRYAN DUPEPE, Owner Manager, Provincial Motel, 
1024 Chartres Street, French Quarter, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
was contacted concerning guests residing at the motel 
during the period December 17-19, 1967, which was when 
JAMES EARL RAY was reportedly registered at the Provincial 
Motel as ERIC S. GALT, and for guests residing at the motel 
three days before, i,e. 1 December 14~16, and three days 
after, i,e., December 20-22, 1967. 

After an exhaustive search of motel records, Mr~ 
DUPEPE made available the following work sheets and motel 
registration cards and long distance phone bills which 
have been xeroxed and are attachedo The originals are 
being retained in the files of the Memphis Office of the 
FBI and are to be returned to Mro DUPEPE after they have 
served their purpose. 

In explanation of the records Mr. DUPEPE furnished 
the following information: 

Each workday has a work sheet. The date is shown 
at the tdp, e,go, Thursday, December 14, 1967: The entries 
on the sheet are made by the morning desk clerk and the 
afternoon desk clerk. The numbers on top of the sheet, e.g., 
36967-36975, are ledger numbers and are used for internal 
bookkeeping·pu~poses. The other numbers, e.g., X 12, S/0 
17, R 8, T 25, mean 12 rooms are ready because the occupants 
have paid and checked out, 17 persons are staying over, 
8 rooms were rented the day in question, and a total of 25 
rooms were occupied the day in question. 

In further explanation, using the Thursday, 
December 14, 1967, work sheet as an example, Mr. DUPEPE 
explained 1 Room 101 was not rented although as indicated by 
the circle it was ready for renting. S/0, staying over in 
Room 102 was TAGLAVOREo Further down in the rooms, room 109 
was rented for the first time on December 14, 1967 to 
JOHNSON. The number 36968, .under J'OHNSON, me&1ns that 
was his ledger card number. Each guest is assigned a 

11/20/68 at New Orleans I Louisiana File# -~N~O~l_5_7_=_1_0_6_7c_3 ____ _ 
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• 
ledger card whereon are recorded charges for room, food, 
beverage, vaJet-and phone calls. All the ledger cards for 
December, 1967, have been destroyed· and whatever charges 
each guest had are unavailable at the motel. All these 
services are rendered by the motel.except valet which is 
handled by Lee Laundry and Cleaners, 830 C_hartres Street. 
Every two weeks or so this company sends the motel individual 
slips showing valet work done for the applicable room. 
These slips are checked against valet slips in the motel 
and are then destroyed at the motel. Mr. DUPEPE advised 
he does not know what records Lee Laundry and Cl~aners 
maintain. 

As_ far ~i's telephone calls are c_oncerned local calls 
are dialed through the switchboard at the·•otel and the phone 
company has no record of them. Collect long distance calls 
going out are not recorded at the motel. Other long 
distance calls going out and collect calls coming in are 
paid by the motel and recorded. These are recorded by the 
switchboard operator at the motel and then checked against 
the monthly bill submitted by the phone company. The calls 
for December, 1967, recorded by the motel switchboard 
operator have been destroyed. Mr. DUPEPE made available the 
phone bill dated December 19, 1967 which shows long distance 
calls from November 9, 1967 to December 18, 1967. Page 7 
a copy.of which is attached shows calls from December 11, 
1967 to December 18, 1967 and one for December 3, 1967. 
Pages 1 and 2 of the following month's bill, dated January 
19, 1968, shows calls from December 19, 1967 to part of 
December 25, 1967 am one for December 8, 1967. Mr. DUPEPE 
explained occasionally, such as December 8, 1967 in this 
instance, a call is not recorded in the perio~ of the 
bill. The check marks against the amounts shows these have 
been checked against the individual ledgers. Mr. DUPEPE 
stated from the phone bill he has no way to determine from 
which rooms the calls were made. The ledger cards,·which 
have been destroyed, would have shown that information.· 

Further in regard to phone calls, Mr. DUPEPE 
advised tne:motel has only one public pay phone. This •is 
located in the motel's outdoor alcove between the office 
and the swimming pool. The phone number is 523-8802. 

The procedure for registering at the· motel is· as 
follows, Mr. DUPEPE explained: ·1f a guest· has a reservation 

-.3-
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notice of the reservation .· i;,si kept; at t_he_ regis= 
tration desk. At the time th~ guest comes in the work 
sheet is consulted and the guest assigned the appropriate 
room. The guest then normally fills out a registration 
card. In a rare in·st:ance the card is filled out by the 
clerk. After the card is filled out the reservation notifi~ 
cation is generally stapled to the registration card. After 
it has served its purpose and prior to filing, the reser­
vation notification is taken from the registration card 
and destroyed. The registration card, copies of which 
have been xeroxed and are attached, are filed, If the 
registration card bears the imprint of a staple in all. 
probability that person had a reservation. Generally 
speaking if the card bears no such imprint chances are the 
person had no reservation. Mr. DUPEPE explained this is no 
hard and fast rule because the reservation notification 
could have been fastened to the registration card by paper 
clip. Generally written on the bottom of the card is the 
time or, at least tentative time the registrant will check 
out. 

Concerning the work sheet, taking December 14 
again as an example, Mr. DUPEPE stated Rooms 116 and 220 are 
not rented and the 11H11 means hold and as indicated they 
required plumbing work. 

Xeroxed and attached are work sheets for December 
14, 1967, through December 22, 1967. Motel registration 
cards which are xeroxed and attached were located for 
everyone on the work sheets except Room 115 HIGGINS on 
December 14, 1967, Room 112 FISHER and Room 234 MADDEN on 
December 21, 1967, and no registration card was found for 
CRISSEY, Room 212, on December 22, 1967. Inform•tion 
reg:arding BRANCH and PRUET is set forth herein. Mr. DUPEPE 
advised in all probability data are misfiled among the 
various records of the motel. , 

It is observed there is a registration card for 
Mr. and Mrs. BARNEY BRANCH, 4334 Stern Avenue, Sherman'· O:aks, 
California, 1968 Chevrolet, license US 6320, California; 
(not too legible), on December 14, 1967, Room 108, but the 
work sheet shows that room vacant. Written in but erased 
~ppears to be BRANT (not too legible) and in all probability 
they registered and then decided they did not want the 
roomo 
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Further in connection with registrations, the 
work sheet for December 15, 1967" shows one PRUET in Room 
217. There is no registration card for him how~ver, which 
indicates the room was reserved for him but he did not 
show. Mr. DUPEPE advised there are two PRUETS who 
occ:asionally stay :at the Provincial Motel. One of them 
is JIM PRUET, 3130 SW Freeway, Houston, Texas, believed to 
be in the electronics business. The other PRUE'r is from 
Dallas, Texas, and is known :as JAMES PRUET. Off hand the 
address and business connection of JAMES PRUET of D:all:as 
:are not :available to Mr. DUPEPE. 

Specific:a lly in reg·ard to G.AL'l\ Mr. DUPEPE advised 
as follows: 

The work sheet for Sunday, December 17, 1967, is 
where GALT first appears. This is indicated by Room 126. 
The R, as previously explained, means December 17 is the 
first day he rented the-room. The 2 by his name means 
either he said he wanted the room for 2 d:aya or th:at ~ 

reservation had come in :and that because of the reservation 
the room would be :available only for 2 days. The number 
under GALT, i.e., 37263, means GALT had a ledger card with 
that number on it. The ledger card which has been previously 
explained hlas been destroyed. Mr. DUPEPE stated from the 
writing GALT on the work sheet it :appears to him that Mr. 
B. C. DUKE, a clerk at the motel, registered GALT. 

In connection with the 2 d:ays as above, the 
registration card of Mr. and Mrs. VIRGIL Lo LARSON, 5646 
Taft Avenue, L:aJolla, California, 92037, be~rs the imprint 
of a staple indicating, according to DUPEPE, they had a 
reservation for December 19, 1967 as shown on the card. 
With them was probably Mrs. LOUISE LARSON, 5231 L:aJolla 
Boulevard, LaJolla, California, 92037, who registered in 
Room 126, December 19, 1967, after GALT checked out of 
Room 126. The cards indicate the LARSONs arrived by taxi 
rather than personal car. Mro and Mrs. LARSON as indicated 
by the card and work sheets were moved from Room 124 to 
Room 125 on December 20, 1967, apparently to be next to 
Mrs. LOUISE LARSON who was in Room 126. Rooms 124 :and· 
125 have :a connecting door. Rather than the 3 L..ARSONs 
occupying Rooms 124 and 125 it would be $6 cheaper for 
Mr. and Mrs. VIRGIL L. LARSON to move into Room 125 
instead of Mrs. LOUISE LARSON moving from 126 into 125. 
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In connection· with the physical layout of the 

rooms it was observed Room 126 is in the back of the motel 
:and on the first floor. It fronts on the parking area. Room 
126 is a two level room 10 feet by 10 feet and has :a spiral 
stairway to an upper bedroom. In other words, it has two 
beds, one on the first floor and one up the spiral stairway. 
Next to Room 126 on the first floor is Room 125. Room 125 
has one level only and is the only room next to the lower 
level of Room 126. Next to the upper level of Room 126 
i.s Room 234. 

The work sheet for Sunday, December 17, 1967P 
which indicates GALT checked in that day, shows SMITH was 
in Room 125 as a stay over. The work sheet for Friday, 
December 15, 1967 shows SMITH first checked in Room 125 
on December 15, 1967, SMITH is last shown on the work 
sheets on DecEmber 19, 1967 which according to DUPEPE 
means in all probability SMITH checked out on December 20, 
1967. It would therefore appear SMITH was next to GALT 
all the time GALT was in the Provincial Motel, i.e., 
December 17 = 19, 1967. The registration cards shown 
SMITH to be Mr. :and Mrs. DONALD C. (illegible) SMITH, 3319 
Dodge Avenue, Sioux City, Iowa, no car or license indicated. 

It is observed that none of the registration 
cards h:ave :anything written on the back of them such as 
check out time. In connection with times, Mr. DUPEPE explained, 
the time of registration is not recorded nor is· the time of 
check out. Check out time is 1~00 PM, but occasionally 
people stay over the check out time so he cannot say 
exactly when anyone checked out. Mr. DUPEPE :advised he 
previously furnished the FBI the registration card of· 
GALTo From the work sheets, however, particularly since 
GALT is shown on two days, i.e., December 17 :and 18, 1968, 
and not on December 19, 1968, it would appear he checked 
out of the motel on December 19 prior to 1~00 PM. The 
next occupant of this ·room, Room 126, was Mrs. LOUISE LARSON 
on December 19, 1967. 

As to who wa's in Room 126 immedia te_ly prior to Gi\LT, it 
noted t~is would be nobody as indicated by the work sheet 
for Saturday, December 16, 1967. QUINN and LACEY :and stay 
over were written on the work sheet for that day for Room 
126 but erased. It is observed from the work sheet of 
Thursday, December 14, 1967, that QUINN and LACEY first 
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rented Room 126 that day. The registration card indicates 
they, however, checked out Saturday, December 16, the day 
before GALT was assigned Room 126. The registration card 
shows QUINN and LACEY to be H. R. QUINN and·JOE LACEY, JR., 
1211 Westmoreland, Montgomery, Alabama, make of car S. w. 
(probably stationwagon), Alabama license'3-2146. 

·In regard to Room 234, immediately above GALT's 
room 126, it is observed from the work sheets that this 
room was unoccupied Sunday, December 17, 1967, the day 
GALT checked into Room 126. Work sheets from December 14, 
1967 which are attached indicate it was unoccupied from 
that day on until December 21, 1967 when it wa~ occupied by 
MADDEN for the first time. No registration card could be 
located for MADDEN, it apparently having been misfiled 
according to DUPEPE. Work sheets prior to December 14, 1967, 

.available in Provincial Motel records, i.e., December 13, 
1967 back to December 8, 1967 show Room 234 to be unoccupied. 
Mr. DUPEPE explained from Thanksgiving roughly to the 
Christmas weekend business is generally slack and for 
that reason Room 234 was unoccup~~~ ?s j_ndicated. 

In regard to a,, to parking, the motel has a parking 
area, which is all open, and which Room 126 fronts .. This 
parking area is rree to all guests and guests use it particularly 
because it is available and parking in the French Quarter, 
wh0r~ che Provincial Motel is located, is very limited. 
0ther motels·in the immediate area have parking that 
entails attendants handling the cars. 

Mr. DUPEPE advised-·the name. "RAOUL" meant nothing 
to him. 

- 7-
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