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JAMES EARL RAY; 

U.S. Departmei.....ofJustice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
.July 23, 1982 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY 

Captain E. Robins, Jefferson County Sheriff's 
Office, Fairfield, Alabama, advised Paul Bernard Marler 
had telephonically contacted the Sheriff's Office in Bessemer, 
Alabama, and stated James Earl Ray did not kill Martin 
Luther King. Captain Robins advised this conversat.ion 

·was taped and he will make a copy of the tape available 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

· This document contains neither 

.• 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

~t• of transcrlptlo'n July 2 3 , 19 8 2 

CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sheriff's 
Office, made available a tape of a telephone-conversation 
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MAR.LER, the transcripts 
of which is attached. 
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Testing J 2, 3. T~sting 1, 2, 3. 

Unknown Female Sheriff's Office 
(UF) 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

· MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

Sheriff's Office in Jefferson County? 

Yes sir. 

(unintelligible) 

Okay. 

My name is PAUL, P A U L BERNARD MARLER. 

What is it? Is it PAUL or POL? 

PAUL, PAUL. 

Okay. 

BERNARD .MARLER, M A R L E R. 

MARLER? 

Yes ma'am. 

Okay. 

U'm up in Calhoun County. 

Calhoun? 

Calhoun County. 

Okay. 

I'm a white male. I's born I'm sorry 

I'm calling in reference to JAMES EARL 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

RAY. 

JAMES EARL RAY? 

Right. 

Okay. What, what about JAMES EARL RAY? 

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING? 
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MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER· 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

No ma'am we did it. 

You did. Who, who was you besides •••• 

LEO DENHAM. 

LEO OONHAM? 

L E O ••• DNH ••• D E N H A M. 

D U N H ••• 

DN •••• DUN •••• 

D U N ••• 

.... HAM. DENHAM 

••• HAM. D E N H A M. 

Right. .LEO fired the shot. JAMES RAY was a punk. 

He never shot anybody. He ain't never been that brave. 

Okay ••• have you, have you 9~lled the police department 

to investigate? 

I've called the "Washington Post." I had called, I have· 

talked with the warden in Tennessee ••• Warden DAVIS and 

you can call that okay and verify it. 
·, 

Did they,tell you to call us or •••• 

No, no. 

I just don't think I'm gon be here that long. I just· 

· want, I just don't want JAMES RAY to die for something -··· · · 

that he didn't do. Now he might be, they might lock 

him up forever I don't know. That's up to JAMES you 

know.· JAMES was, he was, uh, he was, he was a nitty, · 

he was a punk anyway. But JAMES didn't kill that 

nigger. I didn't mean to say that. JAMES RAY didn''t 

kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. We did. 

You, you and this LEO DE NHAM. 

LEO killed him. I didn't kill him, but I was there; 

and that makes me a part of it. Right? 
4 
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UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

OF 

MARLER 

. UF 

. MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

3 

Yes sir. What, what, you live in Calhoun County? 

I just gave you that. 

What's your,. uh, what's your address? 

716 East 10th Street and I'm at 238 ••• seventeen, 

seventy-seven. 

238 •••• seventeen, seventy-s~ven? 

Yes ma'am. 

And your address was seven sixteen? 

I whatn't involved in it. I saw it. 

Do you know where he is now? 

Yes I do. 

Where is he? 
; 

I' 11 talk to you a.bout that· 1ater. -"~•"'-- ,. 

Okay • 

I had nothing to do with it, uh, well maybe I did • 

Maybe I had something to do.with it because I didn't 

come forth earlier ·you know •••• 
\ 

Yeah. 

•••• to say what I had to say. But I saw the man, I 

wasn't involved in_ it. I didn't shoot at anybody, 

but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

And you've already •••• 

Yes I did. 

You've already called the police department and 

investigated him. 

I've already called "Washington Post." 

And what did they tell you? 

I don't know what they told me. 

5 
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MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

MARLER 

UF 

. MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

I've called you. I've ·called Mobile'. I've called 

Atlanta. I've calLed Memphis. I've called and talked 

to this judge, uh ••••. I've talked to, uh, Warden DAVIS 

at the penitentiary in Tennessee. I've done already 

talked to him. 

Well okay. Well I •••• 

Lady, I'm blind and I don!t know how long I'm gon 

live. But I'm gon tell you ••• that man did not kill 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. They've got the wrong man. 

Well okay. I got the situation and I'll, (unintelligible). 

I'll pass it on. 

I appreciate it. 

Okay. 

Wait ••• are you in Bessemer? 

Yes sir. 

Well that's where it came from. Now let me tell you 

something else. 

Where what came from? 

Where information came from. 

Are you in Bessemer? 

. That's where it all came from in Bessemer, Homewood 

right? Now and do you know the man ••• are you still on? 

Yes I'm (unintelligible) 

Okay you know they said the man, the gun that killed 

KING came from Homewood whatever right. That Woods boy. 

I hope you're getting all this down. There was WOODS 

boy that sold him my gun. You see lady •••• 

Uh huh. 

I'm the man that brought the gun. 
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UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

, MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

? 

UF 

? 

UF 

You bought the gun? 

Now then ••• 

What kind of gun was it? 

That wasn't the only ••• now wait a minute. That's, 

that's where everybody got screwed up. How many guns 

were there was bought? · You,·don 't know that do you? 

No sir, (unintelligible) 

The law don't even know it. 

I'm not up on, on, uh, the killing. 

J 

Okay, yeah ••• well but it was, uh, it was, uh, it was 

a tragic thing right •. · But you got the wrong man. 

There was more guns bought that day than what the law 

knows about. Okay •••• Will·you have him to 
r" ,,II•-···----

call me if you don't mind. 

Who do you.want to call you? 

The police. 

You want a sergea·nt to talk to you? 

Yeah. 

Okay. Hold on just.a second. 

Now wait •••• 

Hello. 

Sir .... 

Hello. 

Sir didn't you want to talk to a sergeant? 

Sir ••• Mr. MARLER •••• Hello •••• I guess he's hung up. 
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. .. Birm:lngham·,. Al~~ 
· December 5, 1979 

. ...... •· . .... _. :;., 

Re: 

.... · ... 
:._ .,.· . 

RICK TOWNSLEY;· · 
TERRY WALTER9; 
RALPH TtJRNml:. 
JERRY ~.;t -. . , . •· 
OPP'ICRRS, ~ISTON POLICE DEPARTMENT:·.::i·.· · 
CECIL BLOSTER, FIREUAH. . - . 
ANNISTON FIP..E · -DEPART!!EN'l' •. 

: ANNISTON, 
PAUL BEP..NARD ~ ...... - VICTIK :'.­

CTill · · .. 

' . ._: ,: '.:~·;;::.-

. ··. - -. . . 

,! .-~ 

~ ..,_ 

.. - •. _ ... · • .. -~ ,!•-""':,:..,. • : . • . .. 

On November ·19, · 1979, Paul Bernard· Jlarler, 716-:?~':--·, · ··::· ·~:~~-; --~ •"' 
Ea.st 10th- Street, Anniston,· Alabama, telephonically con_;;'";~_;:.--~ · · · - 1 
tacted the \fa.shington, D.C. oftice of the P'ederal Bureau~:-;5(~ , 
of Investigation at which time he related the following:_?.:·;:-:. ··_. ·. ·· . 

. . ~ .. .. . . . .:: . --~ -~---~- ~-·:~/-<::.t~:~~-:_ .. _ . .-:.-. ~ : ·:~.·:~70,:.~~~;:~(:~·<r.>;·_._\:~-: -~ . .'. ~---. --~; _·_. 
. • .. .; In September or ·0ccober 197«;), h~ and: his brother __ ';· __ ··'.':\'.:.',: __ / · t 

were arrested at the VF'f Ball 1n Anniston, Alabama, follow-· · · ~:·('·::;~·:~ .. · ~'-
ing a tight resulting from drinks. His brpther, when put.·: ; ·· 
in jail, was beaten by the officers. This 1s not a racial · -. 
matter as the police officers and his brother were white. 

On June 15, 1979, Paul Bernard Marler appeared . -· : · 
at the Anniston, Alabama, Resident Agency, obviously under 
the influence of either alcohol or narcotics. Throughout· 
the interview, Marler would doze off or begin.crying un- _ 
explainably: Yarler complained that in 1970 he and his· 
brother, "Duke", bad gone to the VFI' Club in Anniston to 
pay their dues. While there, they began to drink and trouble 
broke out between them and some of the patrons or bartenders 
at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother in a 
fight with several other individuals, he then broke a 
bottle and came· to his brother's a.ssista.nce. Uarler stated 

...... -----------,-----·- -----
This document contains neither recomr.:ienda.tions nor con­
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the P'BI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are n~~~:--~°.-J>~ .... ~•~~1._r,~ 
distributed outside your agency. · · ,. ·· •' · . -

..•• ,.. ,,..: . iLt 8 1- -1.7 .... i.tp.-. • • 
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JAMES EARL RAY; 

U.S. Departme.,., of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
..July 23, 1982 

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY 

Captain E. Robins, Jefferson County Sheriff's 
Office, Fairfield, Alabama, advised Paul Bernard Marler 
had telephonically contacted the Sheriff's Office in Bessemer, 
Alabama, and stated James Earl Ray did not kill Martin 
Luther King. Captain Robins advised this conversation 
was taped and he will make a copy of the tape available 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Date of transcript!~~ July 2 3 r 19 8 2 

CAPT. E. ROBINS, Jefferson County Sheriff's 
Office, made available a tape of a telephone-conversation 
on July 11, 1982, by PAUL BERNARD MAR,.LER, the transcripts 
of which is attached. · · · 
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---- ----- ---

Testing J 2, 3. Testing 1, 2, 3. 

Unknown Female Sheriff's Office 
(UF) 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

. UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

Sheriff's Office in Jefferson County? 

Yes sir. 

(unintelligible) 

Okay. 

My name is PAUL, p Au L BERNARD MARLER. 

What is it? Is it PAUL or POL? 

PAUL, PAUL. 

Okay. 

BERNARD .MARLER, 

MA R L E R? 

Yes ma'am. 

Okay. 

MA R L E R. 

U'm up in Calhoun County. 

Calhoun? 

Calhoun County. 

Okay. 

I'm a white male. I's born I'm sorry 

I'm calling in reference to JAMES EARL 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

RAY. 

JAMES EARL RAY? 

Right. 

Okay. What, what about JAMES EARL RAY? 

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

He didn't kill MARTIN LUTHER KING? 

3 
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MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER· 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

No ma'am we did it. 

You did. Who, who was you besides •••• 

LEO DENHAM. 

LEO OONHAM? 

L E O ••• DNH ••• D E N H A M. 

D U N H ••• 

DN •••• DUN •••• 

D U N ••• 

•••• HAM. DENHAM 

••• HAM. D E N H A M. 

Right. LEO fired the shqt. JAMES RAY was a punk. 

He never shot anybody. He ain't never been that brave. 

Okay ••• have you, have you called the police department 

to investigate? 

I've called the "Washington Post." I had called, I have 

talked with the warden in Tennessee ••• Warden DAVIS and 

you can call that okay and verify it. 

Did they,tell you to call us or •••• 

No, no. 

I just don't think I'm gen be here that long. I just 

· want, I just don't want JAMES RAY to die for something -··· · 

that he didn't do. Now he.might be, they might lock 

him up forever I don't know. That's up to JAMES you 

know.· JAMES was, he was, uh, he was, he was a nitty, 

he was a punk anyway. But JAMES didn't kill that 

nigger. I didn't mean to say that. JAMES RAY didn•·t 

kill MARTIN LUTHER KING. We did. 

You, you and this LEO DE NHAM. 

LEO killed him. I didn't kill him, but I was there1 

and that makes me a part of it. Right? 
4 
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UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

.. MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

3 

Yes sir. What, what, you live in Calhoun County? 

I just gave you that. 

What's your,. uh, what's your address? 

716 East 10th Street and I'm at 238 ••• seventeen, 

seventy-seven. 

238 •••• seventeen, seventy-st:ven? 

Yes ma'am. 

And your address was seven sixteen? 

I whatn't involved in it. I saw it. 

Do you know where he is now? 

Yes I do. 

Where is he? 
,i 

I ' 11 talk to you about that·- ·1a ~er-,,.~,~ 

Okay. 

I had nothing to do with it, uh, well maybe I did • 

Maybe I had something to do.with it because I didn't 

come forth earlier you know. • • • .. 
'\ 

Yeah. 

•••• to say what I had to say. But I saw the man, I 

wasn't involved in. it. I didn't shoot at anybody, 

but I saw the man that shot MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

And you've already •••• 

Yes I did. 

You've already called the police department and 

investigated him. 

I've already called "Washington Post." 

And what did they tell you? 

I don't know what they told me. 

5 

... •- .. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

I've called you. I've ·called Mobile:~· I've called 

Atlanta. I've called Memphis. I've called and talked 

to this judge, uh ••••. I've talked to, uh, Warden DAVIS 

at the penitentiary in Tennessee. I've done already 

talked to him. 

Well okay. Well I •••• 

Lady, I'm blind and I don!t know how long I'm gon 

live. But I'm gon tell you ••• that man did not kill 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. They've got the wrong man. 

Well okay. I got the situation and I'll, (unintelligible). 

I'll pass it on. 

I appreciate it. 

Okay. 

Wait ••• are you in Bessemer? 

Yes sir. 

Well that's where it came from. Now let me tell you 

something else. 

Where what came from? 

Where information came from. 

Are you in Bessemer? 

. That• s where it all came from in Bessemer, Homewood 

right? Now and do you know the man ••• are you still on? 

Yes I'm (unintelligible) 

Okay you know they said the man, the gun that killed 

KING came from Homewood whatever right. That Woods boy. 

I hope you're getting all this down. There was WOODS 

boy that sold him my gun. You see lady •••• 

Uh huh. 

I'm the man that brought the gun. 

6 
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UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

. UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

UF 

MARLER 

? 

UF 

? 

UF 

You boug~ the gun? 

Now then ••• 

What kind of gun was it? 

That wasn't the only ••• now wait a minute. That's, 

that's where everybody got screwed up. How many guns 

were there was bought?· Youidon't know that do you? 

No sir, {unintelligible) 

The law don't even know it. 

I'm not up on, on, uh, the killing. 

Okay, yeah ••• well but it was, uh, it was, uh, it was 

a tragic thing right., But you got the wrong man. 
> 

There was more guns bought that day than what the law 

knows about. Okay •••• wi11·you have him to 
•• ;#--·· ., 

call me if you don't mind. 

Who do you want to call you? 

The police. 

You want a sergea·nt to talk -to you? 

Yeah. 

Okay. Hold on just.a second. 

Now wait •••• 

Hello. 

Sir .... 

Hello. 

Sir didn't you want to talk to a sergeant? 

Sir ••• Mr. MARLER •••• Hello •••• I guess he's hung up. 
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.- ·-·-- -·------·----t>·--. . . - -· ·- . 
,;...·, 
( .• ......... ; ... 

. . . 
. ..... .. ,\_ .. , .. . .. . · ... _ 

.· .-.····· .. .; .: :.,. . - ··.· . -· 
. : :· .. : ." ' 

· ... · 
. -A".-.•.;. .. _ ..... .. B:i.rm:lngham·,. Ai~-... 

· December 5, 1979 
·.--.· ·•.:. 

Re: 

. , 
. - ... 

. . · .. · .. :. 

RICK TOWNSLEY;-· 
TERRY WALTERS; 
RALPH 'l'tJRNtR:.. 
JERRY CARR~ . ', .. ' 
OFFICERS, ANNISTON POLICE DEPARTMENT;~::··.·· 
CECIL BLOSTER, FIRDAH, .. 
ANNISTON FIP.E -DEPARTl!EH'l', . 

. ANNISTON, .- ... 

PAUL BEPJiARD .· -.g.&w.i 

·--

: . .- .. · . 

.. ,~ .; . :.:.:;... . 
.. : -.. :·.. . . ~ -"·-··"":.,. .. '." -:·· . . ~ . : 

. On November 19, . 1979, . Paul Bernard' Jlarler. 71Et1 i\:···'°; .• ··:::.· ·;;~~;/so ., .. 
East 10th- Street, Anniston,· Alabama, telephonically con-t~;;;:2~.':; .:·· · '.- ~ i. 

tacted the \fa.shington, D.C. office of the Federal Bureau~i:}: _,:__; ~-- :::· .: / 
of Investigation at which time he related the. following:_·-~.:':··:-:: . • _:_ · . ·. ~ · 

.. . . . .. -_: .. . . . . .:. . . . . _ _._ ~:-.. -~~;~-:~:~.t!~~~----· -~-.. ~ : --.~--:~t~~\~:~x~-~-_<:;·.~:;~~-- . · ='- .. ~ . __ _ 

· ·. .-,., In September or October 1970, he and- his brotber·:;_'~~-·-;·:r:',:.·,:,,> · ~~.~­
were arrested at the VF'f Ball in Anniston,· Alabama., fo11o,;..;· ,~_-i •. {>:<~':1 .. ~-~ 
ing a tight resulting from drinks. His brother, when put.·: ~ · ·· 
in jail, was beatentv the officers. This is not a racia1 ' .. 
matter as the police officers and his brother were white. 

. .. . . 

On June 15, 1979, Paul Bernard Marler appeared·_.:. 
at the Anniston, Alabama, Resident Agency, obviously under 
the influence of either alcohol or narcotics. , Throughout · 
the interview, Harler would doze off or begin crying un- . 
explainably~ Yarler complained that in 1970 he and his· · 
brother, "Duke", bad gone to the VFW Club in Anniston to 
pay their dues. While there, they began to drink and trouble 
broke out between them and some of.the patrons or bartenders 
at the club. Marler stated that seeing his brother in a 
fight with several other individuals, he then broke a 
bottle and came· to his brother's assista.nce. Uarler stated 

.-. 
" .. -. ...... 

··-···---------- ., ____ ----~ 

JJ{;fl 

. -------------- ,-----·- ------
This document contains Deither recommendations nor con­
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; 1 t and its contents are n~'f;~:--;~:J>~.: i~~-"," 
distributed outside your agency. · · ···••' -

•.•• ,. • ,,.., ii..' 8 -- 'u-••. ..,, _ . 
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Memorandum 

To DIRECTOR, FBI Date July 23, 1982 

From SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

Subject : JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY 
00: MEMPHIS 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing 
investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for 
the information of the Atlanta, Memphis, Mobile and 
WFO Offices are two copies of an LflM containing results 
of investigation by the Birmingham Office. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

The Birmingham Office is not interviewing 
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter 
due to his mental incompetency and he is an alcoholic. 
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Memorandum 

To DIRECTOR, FBI Date July 23, 1982 

From SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) 

Subject : JAMES EARL RAY; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING-VICTIM -
CIVIL RIGHTS-CONSPIRACY 
00: MEMPHIS 

i 
jf 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of a letterhead memorandum containing 
investigation by the Birmingham Office. Enclosed for 
the information of the Atlanta, Memphis, Mobile and 
WFO Offices are two copies of an LHM containing res~lts 
of investigation by the Birmingham Office. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

The Birmingham Office is not ~nterviewing 
PAUL BERNARD MARLER in connection with this matter 
due to his mental incompetency and he is an alcoholic. 
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