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ALFRED W. EAt:N 9 .422½ South Main Street 9 
Apartment lOp advisep hat he had been in and out of the 
apart~ent most of t~e ay on April 4, 1968. He had been 
drinking that afternoon 9 and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and some commotion outside 
the boardinghouse. He got out of bed, and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw someone covering up a 
body across the street. 

EA'IO_N did not see the -person who rented . 
Apartment 5B _ in . the roominghouse. .He also heard nothing 
in the othe_r wing--of the building- (where Apartment SB is· 
located) after the shot was fired. 

EATQN s~id he went back to bed sho~tly thereafter, 
and did not know what actually 'happened until the mornin~ of 
April f?, 1968. 
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Apartment 
following 

• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4_/_1_1_/_6_8 __ ---'--

Mrs. JESSIE LEO LED ETTER, 422} South Main Street, . . ~ 
1-B, Memphisf Tennie see, was interviewed with the· 
results:· 

Mrso LEDBETTER is a deaf mute and an attempt was 
made by Agents to communicate with her by writing questions 
on paper and using·various hand and head motions. Mrs. 
LEDBETTER was unable to furnish any information of value in 
this matter. 

'I , 
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_ LORRA.INE MOTEL 
406 MULBERRY STREET 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE . 

(This section of the report .ref.lects interviews 
with employees and customeirs of the · Lorraine.--- .. 
Motel, _ _as -well- as with persons who actually 
obs~rved_ Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, _JR. on th'e 
bal-cony at th~ Lorraine Motel.) ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _A_p_r-,-.-i_l_l2_, ~19_6_,8--.-----,.. 

- MAB.RELL MC CULtUGH, residing 270 Gaston, Apartment 6, 
Memphis, Tennessee 1 tele hone 947-4265, who is employed as a · .,­
warehouseman by the summ rall Electric company, 345 s.·parkway, 
Memphis, telephone WH:8-4455, advised as follows: 

MCCULLOUGH is a native of the state of Mississippi_ 
and has lived in Memphis$ Tennessee 9 since appro~imately F~bruary 
1967. He had been present at the Lorz·aine Hote 1 and Motel, 406 
S. Mulberry Street, Memphis, from approximately 5:.55 p.m. unti,1· 
approximately 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 4, 1968, and was pres­
ent when Dr. ltfARTIN LUTHER KING JR., President of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), was shot. 

He explained his presence as follows: 

MCCULLOUGH~ who is a Negro, had been a sympathetic 
supporter of t~e Memphis sanitation workers who had been on 
strike in Memphis beginning February 12, 1968. 

/ 

Beginning around t~e early pa~t of March 1968, MC­
CULLOUGH, in his spare time,,' ha,.s engaged in various stri·ke 
support activities sponsored/ by a group of Memphis Negro minis­
ters who have adopted the name com~unity on the Move for 
Equality (COME). He has worked with this group and other 
supporters in the Memphis c;ommunity engaging in sympathy 
marches and other strike support activity which is primarily 
centered in t.he headqu.artE'n:-s of the Minimum salary--Division 
of the AME Cl'.lurchj 276 Her:nando, Memphis» and at the Clayborn 
Temple AME Church at 280 ~.ernando. -. 

Around March 1s1: 1968 9 the SCLC sent various of its 
staff tr:> Memphis to assisl the OOME group in strike support 
activit,y, and in fact, Dr.;. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. made a public 
speech, in behalf of. the si:1nitation workers at Mason temple on 
the n:ight of March 18, 19!68. Dr. KING returned to Memphis cm 
the n:torning of March 28 1 ;1968» to lead a mass downtown Memphis 
stri-:ke support marchi an~l after a major disturbance occurred in 
the·aeale Street area ofj~emphis resulting in considerable· 

---
/ 

/ 
\, ! 
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property damage by some of the marchers, the SCLC staff .left 
various of its members in Memphis to further organiza the 
strike support activity. ·Shortly after March 28 9 1968, Mr. 
MCCULLOUGH became acquainted~ith two members of.Dr, KING''s. 
staff; namely, Rev. JAMES ORA GE, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
and Rev. JAMES BEVEL, of Birm ngham,. Alabama, and Chicago_,. 
Illinois, and he has worked with them on various projects since 
that t;i.me. 

on the afternoon of April 4, 1968, MC CULLOU~H, who 
has a blue 1967 Volkswagen, 1600 series 9 fastback, drove to 
the Lorraine Mote~accompanied in his car by Rev. JAMES ORANGE 
and Rev. JAMES BE L, and he fixed their arrival at the motel 
in the car at abo t 5:55 p.m. He parked his Volkswagen in the 
motel parking lot which would be on the east side of Mulberry 
and just south of the old hotel portion of the Lorraine Hotel 
and Motel. His car had been followed by a white Pontiacre:m­
pest, exact model number not recalled, driven by CLARA E R, 
a student at LeMoyne College and who he understands~si es at 
396 Laclede, Memphis, and another young lady, MARY : , who 
lives on Baltimore street in the orange Mound area o Memphis 
and who he believes attends Me1Uphis state University. These 
young ladies had also been working in some of the strike support 

·activity sponsor;ed by COME, and they had been with BEVEL,. ORANGE 
and MC CULLOUGH' at the Clayborn Temple prior to coming t6-' the 
Lorraine Motel. 

They parked their car behind the Volkswagen, ·and at 
that point, BEVEL, ORANGE and MC OJLLOUGH and HUNT -and ESTER 
got out of their cars and stood around the parking lot area. 
MCCULLOUGH recalled seeing numerous other people on the·north 
end of the parking lot area which is directly in front of ,-the 
new motel portion of the Lorraine and· recalled seeing·a Negro 
singing group managed by JAMES BEVEL known as the "Bread'Basket· 
Group." He did not know any of their specific ide~tities. 

MC C\fJ,LOUGH was first aware of the presence in' :the, 
vicinity of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KXNG,JR. when he got out of his 
car and observed Dr. KING standing on the second floor ·balcony 
of the motel almost directly in front of Room 306, which had 
been Dr. KINGws room during his recent visit to Memphis. Dr. 
KING was leaning over the rail.which runs in front of an out~ 
side walkway running the length of the second floor motel· 
portion, and MCCULLOUGH noticed no one else on the balcony 
with him at the time. 
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· ,~:;. ·---·.;~f- At this point 1 which would probably have been close 
to 6:00 p.m., either shortly before or shortly thereafter, Mr. 
MCCULLOUGH walked back toward the car driv~h~ by CLARA ESTER 
and Rev. BEVEL and Rev. ORANGE walked north on the parking lot 
toward the group of people who were standing there. 

Suddenly 9 MCCULLOUGH heard an explosive sound and 
recalle~ that he was standing and facing north when he first 
heard:'j~t. He was standing south of the position occupied by 
Dr. 'KING and noted that th$ rail on which Dr. KING had been 
leaning runs north and south, and that KING would have been 
facing·Mulberry Street, or to the west with his back facing 
the dooiway of the motel and to the east. MC CULLOUGH wa~f 
unable to adequately describe the sound other than it was 
rather )..oud and had a seeming echo to it. He has served 3:n, 
the U.S. Army and would offer an opinion based on his Army 
experience and limited knowledge of firearms that the noi§e 
which he heard was .a gunshot sound. !i 

Immed.iately thereafter, someone in tihe crowd, itj~ntity 
not recalledtbY MCCULLOUGH stated in essence, nor. KING Ji~s been: 
shot. n ' MC CULLOUGH pointed out that he had been facing n~fth 
when he ~eard the soundj and upon hearing the person ~ay ~qme­
thing 1:o the effect that Dr. KING had been shot, he looke~- ·eas­
terly and upward toward the rail where Dr. KING had be~n ~~anding 
and observed Dr. KING falling ·b~ckward in a southeast'erlY direc-
t ion. It appeared as though Dr. KING may have been 'gr.:;tS.p~ng 
with one of his hands for his throat area, although MC Cl:JlitOUGH 
could not be positi,ve as to the physical movement, if any ,)'of 
Dr. KING'S hands. Almost immediately~ MCCULLOUGH turned his 
head in a westerly direction looking across Mulberry Streeft, 
which runs north and .south 11 and saw no one, ;either on the gr,':()und 
or in any of the buildings which face east toward the Lorraine '" 
Hotel and Motel. lie saw no one in the area in the vicini\y of 
the motel with -a gun or a weapon of any sort. ' 

He saw no one running from the area in any direcii1,.on. i{ 
. _-;:'/ .. 

A few seconds laterj he recalled seeing a group of 
what he felt- were··Memphis Fire Department employees running 
from the rear entrance of the fire station which faces Main' 
Street and ·wh~se ,rear entrance faces Mulberry street and Which .. , ..... · 
is located just south of the motel, noting that ·these firemen· 
seemed to be running toward the vicinity of the motel. 
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When f CULLOUGH looked upward again at the point 
where Dr. KING d-fallen~ he was first conscious of seeing 
Rev. JESSE JACK ON, an SCLC staff member from Chicago, looking 
out a doorway o a motel room just south of the room previously 
occupied by Dr: KING. JACKSON would have been looking in a 
westerly or actually a nortbwes1S:n]¥direction, because he was 
looking toward KING's prone body. 

Almost instinctively 9 MCCULLOUGH ran up the outdoor 
iron and cement stairway which leads to the balcony from the 
ground level and which is located about two or three motel door$ 
south of where KING'S body rested. He turned north.on the bal­
cony tiifon reaching the second floor level 9 running toward Dr. 
KING 's·, body, and noticed tha·t Dr. KING was lying prone in a· 
crosswise position with his head ·pointing iri a southeasterly 
direction and his feet pointing in a northwesterly direction, 
his feet being located adjacent to the protective railing. 

Mr. MCCULLOUGH was the first person to reach the 
body of Dr. KING, and he knelt dow.n to ar. KlNG's prone body. 
Almost simultaneGusly, one of the Negroes at the motel, iden­
tity not recalled, handed MC CUtLOUGH a towel which MCCULLOUGH 
used to apply pressure. to the wounded area of Dr~ KING's body, 
which he recalled was on the right side of his face in the 
immediate area of l'tis cheekbone and running down into his· upper 
neck area. The wound was recalled by him to be a large wound, 
not unlike a tear. The flesh on Dr. KING's face on the right 
side thereof appeared to be torn backward toward the rear of 
his head area, and the wound appeared to start around the _­
middle of his cheekbone and continue downward into hie,, upper 
neck area. He also recalled seeing splotches of bloqd, possibly 
pinhead in size, in the immediate vicinity of the large wounded 
area, and his first impression was that these may have been 
minute pellet wounds 9 although he now feels that they were 
probably mere blood splotches or spots. , 

MCCULLOUGH attempted to apply pressure to the wound 
in an effort to stop the bleeding~ as the bleeding was quite 
profuse at this time, and as he knelt•down and observed Dr. 
KING's body in its prone position with his back facing the 
concrete floor and the front side of his body facing upward, 
the wound would have had to have been caus-ed by a bullet or 
projectile coming toward Dr. KING from a northwesterly diree­
tion since it entered the right .side of his face and since KING 
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was last recalled being seen by him looking directly west as 
he stood against the hand rail. It was his definite impres­
sion at the time ii and he still holds to this impression,· ·tb,at 
the shot would have come from orie of the buildings to thE(" ·:· 
northwest. There is~ series of old buildings located just 
west of the motel whose fronts would face on s. Main str.eet., 
which is the next north-south street west of Mulberry. ·;:<: 

. i; 
From the second story position of Dr. KING when he 

was _shot, coupled with the position of the wound beginning 
around his cheekbone area and dropping down toward his nee~ 
a~ea, he believes the shot· in all probabllity would have come 
from; one of these buildings at an elevated level rather than 
fram·,Jhe ground area surrounding the buildings. · 

MC CULLOOGH also recalled that as he applied the 
pressure around Dr. KING's cheekbone and upper neck area with 
the towel, he was aware of an unusual odor which was similar 
to the odor which one smells when a firecracker is ~xploded. 

· . · i Short_ly thereiter 9 .he was conscious of the \lict tha 1; 
CLARA ESjER and MARY HU had come up onto the balcony and were 
standingLnea~ him~. BY his time~ there was no doubt in MC CUL­
LOOGH 's mind that Dr~ ING was dead. There was no movement in 
his body, and his eyes were immobile and hebbelieves they were 
open·, although ·he could not be certain of this. He estimated 
he applied the pressure for one to two minutes P a·nd by this 
time 9 a number of Negroes had gathted around the body, an~ he 
recalled seeing Rev o RALPH B. ABER ATHY 9 Dr. KING' s chie_f aide. 
ABERNATHY knelt down and began app•ying pressure with the towel 
which had originally been ·held by MCCULLOUGH. : 

At this point, Rev. A~. RNATHY relieved MC CULLOUQH, as 
MCCULLOUGH noted that CWA ES' Rand MARY HUNT were crying and 
appeared to. be shaken c9nsidera ly at the sight of Dr. KIN(l's 
body. He. was a_fraid they woul become hysterical and he. there-· 
after walked with them away fr.m the area. They walked d~wn the 
outside motel stairs to the south of Dr. KING is body onto· the 
parking l?t area and stood around. 
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• 
By this time, it .would probably have been a few 

minutes after 6:00 p.m~ 1 and he observed a large number of 
members of the Memphis Police Department and possibly the 
Shelby County Sheriff 9 s Office in the immediate area. one 
of the officers;---' identity not recalled 9 asked all of the 
people in the immediate(area to remain and not leave. 

He estimated that he stood around the parking lot 
area in the immediate hotel and motel area until close to -8;00 
p.m. and when no on·e had asked him specifically not to leave· 
he left and returned to the Clayborn Temple. 

He had been to the motel on Wednesday, Apri·il 3, 1968, 
with some of the SCLC people and representatives of tl'fe COME · 
group, and at no time while around the Lorraine Motel did he 
recall seeing any individuals he could consider to be su,spic­
ious or who may have given the impressio~ they were observing 
the area other than the fact that be had from time to time 
seen law enfo~cement officers in the area. He was unable to 
pinpoint the exact times when he had seen this. · 

MCCULLOUGH concluded that he knew of no suspects 
and had not recalled having heard any of his associa~es men­
tion any suspects or any suspicious persons who may have been 
frequenting the area of the motel d~ring the day or two pr~or 
to Dr~ KING's death. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D~e April 8 1 1968 

Reverend l!ALPII DAVID ABEtTfif'i, 690 La Verne Drive, N. W., 
Atlanta~ Geo~gia 1 was interwiew~d ~t tbe Memphis Police Department 
at 10~55 p$~ April 4~ 1968. R werend ABERNATHY was advised of ·_ -
the Agent~s identity and of th rnmture of _the matter under investiga-
tion. - -

Revere~d ABERNATH7 9 who described hillllSlelf as Vice President 
at Large and Tre:ro.:r:1:imrer of th.le Southern Cnristian Leadership 
Conference 9 stated he was Dir. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR6's closest 
associate and stated that he and Dro KING always shared a room 
whenever they travelled togethero He stated that at a.bout 10:30 a;l!l,& 
on April 3 1 1968 9 he and D:il'.'~ KING registered at the Lorraine Motel, 
M,sphis 9 Tennessee. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated that on April 4, 1968, he and Dr~ 
KING did not leave the motel and spe~t most of the day in their 
room 1 #306~ which is located on the second floor of the motel~ 
He stated that he and Dr. KING had beern gone from their room for 
&pproximately o~e hour or le~s whefil tije returned to the room at· 
about 5:30 p.m$ He said they got dres$ d £ts they were going to 
dinner at the home of Reverend BILLY E and that at almost exactly 
6 p.m~ they sta~ted to leave tbe room$ Reverend ABERNATHY stopped 
for a moment and Dr. KING walked out Oitilto the balcony just outside 
the door to his room~ Reverernd ABERNATHY was still inside the 
motel room b~t could hemr Dr. KING disc~~si~g the dimner engagement 
with other ~ssoci~tes who Reverend ABERNA11!Y believes were standing 
in the parking area of the motel ~~derneath and to the front of the 
balcony on which Dro KING ~&s standing. 

Reverend ABERNATHY stated he heard what sounded like a fire­
cracker and thefil heard the scre~!Ml of per~ons to whom Dro KING had 
been tall~inge Rewe:r~filld ABERNA'Jf'JH!Y we:imt the:n to the balcony" and dis­
cowered Dro KIN~ lyiThg the~e ~oranded in the right side of the face 
and ~ecko He ~aid he believed D~c KING &tte~pted to speak to him 
but w1m.:s llJ1rutble to .do so$ Rewe~emi.d ABERNATHY said he instructed 
sorueoime to call &n amb!!Alan©e aXl!.d the1!ll mccompanied_Dr. KING in the 
ambulance to the hospital where D~Q K!MG sub~eqmently died. 
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Reverelll\d AB~R ATHY stated th~t judging fr~m the sound 
of the noise it appear d t~at the shot came from _directly in 
front of.the door a~d ot from any gre~t distance. H~ stated 
he did not observe &lll\y bing that would illl\dicate who fired the 
shot. Reve,relll\d ABER&-,L=~ &l$o stated that while .they were in 
the motel room Dr. Kl G did :a:not 1 to his knowledge,. receive any 
telepholll\e c&lls of a thre&tening rna.t!Ullr'e or calls from persons 
who would not identify themselves. Reverend ABERNATHY said 
Dr. KING had not fe~red that aimy particular persons m,~ght 
harm him a:nd Reverend ABERNATHY W$!.S u!lll.able to suggest any 
suspects or t9 provide ainy ot~~~ illl\formation ~h;i,C.h m~ght 
assist in id.en;tifying Dr. KING"s k;.iller. ·· 
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. Mr.,· :: CHAUNCEY Esw-JiooE 
9 

123 West Madison. Street, Chicago, 
lllinoisg was interviewe~~t the Memphis Police Headquarters at 
12:05 a .. m .. , April 5, 1968 .. Mr .. ESKRIOOE wa1SJ advised of the 
interviewing Agent's identity_~nd of the nature of the matter 
under investigatio~e 

Mr .. ESKRIOOE, .who identified himself as General Counsel 
for the Southern Christian Leader$hip Conference, advised that 
he arrived i~ Memphis, Tennessee, ~t approxim~tely 11:30 a.m. 
on April 4, 1968. ~estated he h~d been with Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JRo during a portioim of the d!9l.y o!Il April 4, 1968, and at 
about 5:45 p .. me was st~nding in the pa~king area of the Lorraine 
Motel when Dr .. KING walked out 0£ his motel room onto the second 
floor balcony of the motel and leaned over and·began to discuss 
his dinner engagement with other persons who were standing below 
the balcony6 

Mre ESKRIDGE stated he was standing with his back to 
Mulberry Street ~nd was f~cing Dr. KING when he heard to his 
right rear a sound like~ firecracker~ He looked to his rear 
momentarily to see if someone were behind him-and when he looked 
toward Dro KING again he saw him lyi~g on his back on the balcony. 
Mr$ ESKRIDGE said he heard only one shot fired and he recalled · 
th~t Dr. KING was sta!Illding in front of his motel room at the 
time he was struck~ He stated he believed the shot came from 
the area of the houses overlooking Mulberry Street or from the 
high grass in the yards which ~ere behind the houses overlooking 
Mulber~y Street* · 

Mr~ ESKRIOOE st~ted he h~d been standing in the parking 
~rea of the Lorraine Motel for approximately 5 to 10 minutes . 
prior to the shot and he h~d not observed ~nyone in the area who 
he believes might have fired the shot. He said he did not know of 
~nyone who wished to harm Dr~ KING and he stated he had no other 
information which he felt might ~ssist in identifying Dr. KING's 
killer., 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ___ 4 ..... / __ 1_3_:./_6_8_· __ _ 

Mr .. S0LOMON J~S, JRo, 374 Vance Avenue, Memphis, 
who is employed as a f~~er l director for R .. s, Lewis and.Sons 
at the same address was i erviewed at the Lorraine Motel, 406 

. Mulberry o Memphis.. : . · 

. Mr o \10NES advised that he had been serving as 
chauffeur for Dr .. MARrlN LUTHER KING, JR., on Dr. KING 1s last 
tr1.·p to Memphis .. He b_elieved that.he had started driving fo1 · 

,.Dro KING on April 1 0 1968.. He stated that Reverend JAMES IA SON 
of_ Memphis had requested him to drive Dr .. KING while he was n 
Memphis., , 

On Wednesday night, April 3i.> 1968@ Dr .. KING spoke 
at the Mason Temple in Memphis and after the speech returned 
to the Lorraine Motelo 406 Mulberryo Memphis .. Dr. KING told 
him to report back to the Lorraine Motel on Thursday morning, 
April 4o 19680 at 8g30 a .. m .. , as Dro KING was. due to go·to 
court in-Memphis in regard to a restraining ordero 

Mro JONES stated that on Thursday morningu Apri~ 4, 
1968@ he returned to the Lorraine Motel at about 8i30 a.m.u 
which motel is located at 406 Mulberry. He stated this motel 
is located on the east side of Mulberry S~re~t and is bordered 
on the north by Huling Avenue and on the south by East·Butler •. 

He advised that he parked the carowhich was used to I 

drive Dre KING and which car was a 1967 Cadillac and belonged 
to the R. s. Lewis and Sons Funeral Home 9 in the parking area 
of the Lorraine Motelo He parked this car in front of Room 
207 which is on. the ground level of the Lorraine Motelo The 
car was headed into the motel area whi~h would have been in an 
easterly directiono . . . 

A short time after he arrived Reverend ANDREW vo!iNG, 
an associate of Dr., KINGu cl.ollntacted JONES and stated that Df .. 

. KING was not going to go to court on the morning of Ap~il 4, 
1968 0 and YOUNG was going to go to court. Reverend YOUNG -(:,. .. · 
informed JONES that he was to remain at the motel as Dr. KING 
wa~ to later that day address the sanitation workers. 'l 

,, 
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JONES advised that he remained at the Lorraine 
Motel and ate his lunch at the m!elo At about 3g00 p.m., 
April 4 11 1968 0 Reverell'Jld BILLY. Kl ER (phonetic),_ a minister·in 
Memphis; informed JONES that Dro KING and other members of his 
staff were going to have dinner at Reverend KIZER1 s home at 
about 5g00 Pomo, April 4P 19680 

Mro JONES stated that Dro KING did not leave the 
motel area the entire day of April 4 0 1968, and JONES stated 
that he stayed in this area the entire dayo 

He advised that Dro KING and his group did not leave 
the motel at 5g00 P.JDD~ as had been originally mentioned to him 
by Reverend KIZER., At approximately 6:00 p.,mo(J, April 4, 1968, 
JONES noticed Oro KING come out of ~ room on the balcony 
level of the Lorraine Motel whi~h room was north of Room 306 
where Dr. KING was residing. Dre KING proceeded to Room 306 
and as he was about to enter the room Dro KING told JONES to 
star~ the car as they were preparing to go to dinner. JONES 
stated he started the car and Dro KING went into Room'-306 
where he was staying with Reverend ABERNATHY. 

Dr. KING came out of Room 306 a short time later and 
was standing on the balcony area in front of Room 3060 At this 
time or. KING was fully dressedc Dr. KING wa~ looking from the 
balcony level down to JONES who was standing beside the car on 
the ground levelo JONES advised the car was still parked in_ 
front of Room 207. Dro KING was talking to JONES about the 
weather and JONES stated he told Dro KING he should put on · 
a topcoat as it was cool outSJideo He stated that he was 
looking up at Dr. KING during this conversation and Dr. KING 
was facing west and that he 0 JJ'ONES, was facing east .. Dr. KING 
acknowledged JONES concerning obtaining his topcoat. 

JONES stated while he was still looking_at Dro KING 
he heard a sound which he thought. was a fire cracker o Dr. KING ;. 
fell to the floor of the walkway in front of Room 3060 At this 
point JONES co~ld see blood coming from Dr. KINGo and realized 
the sound was actually a shot rather than a fire craokero 
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JONES stated that he started $Creaming and calling for help 
and repeatedly called several timers 00Dr., KING• s been shot Q at 

1 He advised that at the time of the shooting that 
JESSE JA RSON, a staff member of Dre KING 8 was standing, at 
Room 305 He also reca~led that Dro KING's lawyer by the 
name of ESKRIDGE of Chic{ago, Illinois 8 was standing near JONES 
on the ,grou.nd lev~l. 

After seeing Oro RING bleeding and realizing th~t 
he was shot, JONES stated that he and ESKRIDGE did not run 
to the side' of Oro KING asi others were coming to Dr .. KINGfs ai~ .. 
Howeverg he and ESKRIDGE turned west since that was the direction 
in which the shot had origiirnatedi, and went toward Mulber_ry 
Street which street is located on the front portion of the 
moteL They ran about 50 feet and stopped opposite . the 
office Gf the motelo JONES stated he and the lawyer both 
then looked around and saw nothing. JONES stated he ran 
about another ten, feet we.sit and stopped at the edge of 
the sidewalk in front of the motel and stood beside a brick wa-11, 
He stated ESKRIDGE also ran up to same area opposite himo . 1

'·· 

He advised when he reached this po1nt he looked opposite the 
point where he was standing which was also the driveway area. 
He looked opposite the driveway area toward the west side 
of Mulberry Streeto This area has a large retaining wall. 
Immediately above the retaining wa~l is a grassy area with some 
small shrubs and busheso This area is behind some btildings 
facing Sputh Main Streeto He got a quick glimpse of a person 
with his back toward Mulbe~ry Streeto 

He estimated-Qhe person he glimpsed would have been 
approximately 60 feet from where he was st.andingo He pointed, 
out it was dusk dark and he merely got a quick glimpse of 
someone in that area~ Ee stated th~t it was the back of this 
individual and he could not tell whether the person was 
Negro or whiteo This person was moving rather fast and he 
recalls that he believed he ·was wearing s.ome sort of light 
colored jacket with some sort of a hood or parkao He stated 
this. person apP.eJu.·ed to }lim to b\9 abp.ut'L :> 0 11 °1 or a..:a little 1;.a,ll~r .. -
He did not see him @arrying anytlmng 1n uisnand anu ctid not 
notice anyt.hilllg c©ncerning his dr<eS$ below his waist" 
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He said he could not tell anything further abou~ 
this individual and it could have bee~ 'an officer, but he 
could not furnish any further details concerning thisindividual. 

, ' 

He related that he did not look to his left or south 
oim Mulberry Street., After taking a quick glimpse he immediately 
ran back to the motel area where Dr. KING was locatedo He ran · 
up.the middle stai':rway of the motel which stairway was opposite 
Room 308/ As he was running up the stairway he noticed a red 
ambulance had arrived and he believed this ambulance was a Memphis: 
Fire Department ambulanceo · · 

At this point he stated he was in ~uch a state of 
shock that someonje put him in Room 308 and he had to lie down 
for a momente Whi -e thev were placing Dr. KING into the 
ambulancie., LEE BE ARP, an aide of Dr .. KING,. came into Room 308 
and told him to c 1m down a~d for him to drive the car and 
follow Dr.KINGus ambulance~ JONES stated he drove the car which 
had been used for Dr .... KING and followed the ~ulancto the 
hospital. In the car with him was Reverend ANDREW YO G and 
LEE :BERNARD o · 

,, 
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' ' ' FD{302 (Rev. 4-l5~Q4) . • l , 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ----=4/,_l=l=/"--6"-'8"--___ _ 
l 

Rev~ BERNARD SOOTr #E, 334 Auburn Avenue, Atlanta, 
Georgia, was interviewed at . t e Poli©:e Department, Memphis, ·: 
Tennesse,e, in tlhi.e prese1rH:e:,~of Lt o WM MARSHALL, Homicide 
Bureau, Memphis Police DepJr-tnnent •. J;t<ew ~ LEE woluntarily 
furnished the following information: .,. 

Rev. LEE stated thta.t he came to Memphis on April 3; 
1968, with Dr. MARTIN LTnHER KING 9 JRo, and had been staying. 
at the Lorraine Motel since his $J.rrival. He-was registered· 
in Room 205 and was alone in that room. He advised that 
Dr.·KING was registered in Reem 306 with Rev. ABERNATHY~, and 
their room was immediately abowe his and one door south:of 
his unit. · · 

Rev. LEE stated that he and DrG KING and.all members 
pf_ their party had been around the Lorraine Motel most of the 
da:Y' •. : · He advised that he dressed fer dinner and left his ;~ 
motel ro~m at approximately 5 :.45 to 5: 50 P.,M! and went to lne 
court yard of thtl I.orraine Motel where he jo:i:ned other·. . :!·t1 
members. of the staff· of. the Southern Christian Leadershi-p, ... -.' ~f.".r;1,.':t•~(~\.!H/:'.· 
Conference (SCLC) and local community. people. .LEE. stated,ia-t 
that t~me he was ·standi~g about. three feeil: '·from· the· steps . .· .. , ,,., · 
on the north ~nd of the court y~rd which led to the second 
floor of the mete 1. He · said he saw Dr •. KING come out of 
his room" at approximately 6:00 P.M. and ·nr .. KING walked out-

' on the balcony in front-of that room. Rev. LEE stated about. 
that time. his attention was directed· 'tQJ two female workers,' · 
names unknown, who were following· one of the staff cars of 
SCLC as they drove into the Lorraine Motel. He said as he. 
was looking at t°R'ilese individuals, he h@ard a shot a.nd knows 
that.the shot came from across the street in front of Dr • 

. KING 9 s room and which would be coming from the west. Rev. · 
LEE said he immediately realized that this was not a -fire­
cracker and that it was a shot from a high caliber rifle. 
He· sa~d • he 'based this cm his experience in the u. s .. Air 
Force and pointed out that he h~s fi~ed the M-2 carbine -as 
well as the .22 caliber rifle.· He said he immediately knew 
that this was not a blast from a shotgun but from a high calibe~ 
ri.fle-. Rev. LEE st&11.ted he immediately ll!:lloked toward the 
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buildings which were to t~e west of him but said he did not 
see anyone in any of the windows of these buildings who could 
have fired that shot. He said he only recalls seeing some 
white police officers who had shotguns but knew at the time 
that this shot was not from~ shotgun but from a high caliber 
rifle. Rev. LEE said he turned and looked at Dr. KING and saw, 
that he had fallen b~ck a~d was lying on the floor of the 
balco_ny. He s~id he believed that bie saw Dr. KING's hands 
leave the railing of the balcony and that this indicated to 
him that Dr. KING was le~ning over the b~lcony rail at the 
time of the shooting. Rev. LEE said he saw Rev. YOUNG 
running up the steps which were on the north end of the motel 
leading up to the second floor 9 and he imm~diatriy started, 
to where Dr. KING was, following behind Rev. YO G. He said 
when he reached Dr. KING 9 Dr. KING W$S lying on the balcony 
floor in a large pool of blood. He advised that he could 
tell that a bullet had torn out~ section of the right side 
of Dr. KING 9 s face between the high cheek bone and the 
lower bone of the jaw. Rev. LEE said he immediately asked one 
of the police officers who had rushed to Dr. KING to call an· 
ambulance and he said an ambulance appeared on the scene 
shortly thereafter. 

Rev. LEE pointed out that he only heard one shot and 
is of the positive opirdon that this shot came from a hig.h 
powered rifle and definitely not any type of a shotgun. He 
advised he did not see asnyone fleeing the :area around the 
motel who might have any connection with the· person who shot 
Dr. KING and st~ted that at the time of the shooting he did not 
see anyone on the b~lcony of the mo.tel with Dr. KING. 

" 
Rev. LEE co~tinued by ~dvising that the only in­

dividuals he can identify by name who', were in the court yard 
of the Lorraine Motel at the time of the s·hooting were Rev. 
ANDREW YOUNG, Attorney CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, and Mr. SOLOMON 
JONES. Rev. LEE st~ted th~t th~r~ were other individuals 
at the motel at the time of the shooting but he C$nnoti 
ide~tify them by n~me. Rev. LEE stated th$t Rev. ABER ATHY 
was in Room 306 at the time of the sh~oting and was pr bably 
the first person to ~rrive ~t D~. KING~s side after the 
shooting. Rev. LEE st~ted th~t when he ~rrived at the place 
where Dr. KING W$S lyi~g, Dr. KING w~s unconscious but did 
attempt to make some sounds which he ~ould not understand. 
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Revo LEE advised that Dr. KING wms put in an ambulance, and 
Rev. ABERNATHY accomp~niad him t@ the h~spital. 

Rev. LEE &dvised that ~e h~s Th@ idea who is 
responsible for shooting Dro KING and said h® noticed nothing 
at the time of the shooting whi©h miglhi.'it be of value to identify 
this individual. He reiterated that he was not looking at 
Dr. KING at the time he was shot but was looking in the area 
of the court yard around the Lor~$i~e Motel. He stated these 
are all of the facts that he ©an re©all at the present time 
regarding the shooting of Dro KING and the events which happened 
immediately after the shcctin.g. 
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FD-302 (R~v:. 4-15-64)' _ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF iNVESTIGATION 

_ Date 4/9/88 -
1 

.· · .. · Rev; Aim!IBWM~., 'II~-G, 1088 Veltre Cirele_,,.st,~~-.,· _· 
At;tl!l.nta, Geor1:t'i~1, home tel horae 753=8320, ·busine1Js tele~,; 
pbo~e 522-1420,:·was .inten ewed by Detective •~, R •. DAVI_S, 
Homicide Bureau,· Memphis, Teim.nessee, PO lice Departmen1:, · ·a:ad 
SA EUGENE G.-oo'iGLASS at'tb.e Memphis Police Departaeat at 
apprc,-xima'tely 11 :·oo P .-M. · 

• 0 •, • ' • ~ C .• • • • • 

·Rev; YOi.ffl'G advised. tl:dlt be is tbe Executive Vice 
-Pr~si~filllt of-_ 'the: Southern ChlfiStian 'lAademhip Conference 
(SCLC)._ ·.ae stated that on April 4,_1968, at approximately 
6:·0t•: P~M. -he was -at the L®rraine Motel, -406 )ftllberry, Jlempbi&!r.r _ 

_ \. ' '. ·:·•,_ 

' ' Be advised that D'.r. D:RTIN LUTHER KING, JR., . 
- oe~upi~d. Room. 301- of-tb.'¢St'"-ntctel, and Rev. YOUNG occupied · 

Room.~09o:_ Bestatef) th.,t·at apprcximately-6:0e P.11., April- 4, 
-~ . , :,J 1968, · the:, wen _ pr•paring · to -go to dinner with other ■e■beii'& : 

· : l'.,.. of .. 1;:be··scu,· staff. Ile advised that Dr. KING was standing •• 
the .se!C()nd _floc;,r -en th♦ balcony portion of tile motel andi•·" 
YOUNG was .down-- in the- eourt yard just below_ Dr• KIKO. Re ,, .. 

_ ·_a_dvi••_ d ,tb,at _ Qr.,-. ICING .came ou_, t onto tile ~aleoay in froot· f -
Room 306 of_ the motel· and ~alled down to ~Mr;:,1 SOLOIIOlf JO 81 ,_ 

.-+', .. JR,-; wbe wa~ ·standing on the grc~nd level ana advised • 
1LM.v;~ JOHES to· start the_ motor of the car~ Rew. YOUNG stated 
that llft overb.e•'.~d .:M.t/1: J()lf.ES _si:, to Dr. 'KING, "I tbillk JOU _ 

·Jteed·a ·coat" and then Rev. YOUNG advised that a staff meaber 
d~we up. iii a~ car en -·the'. dreiv~way of. ~be motel, and he t,.rned· 
~way te look at- :th.is ;lndividu.al. 

-_ --- - At this -point:: .. b,*,siatect he heard .a sound and 1hougbt,_;, 
1 t was a fireeraekel'' but_ · tben he looked up and c,bserved, Dr, · · . 
KING, _;Lyi'ng on his back oil the floor of tb.e, balcony of· B<H>a·': . · 
306. · -Rev. YOUNG· :stated - he rmn up the stai-rs to· br. KING and . 

- o.bserve4· that 'Dl". · KING wa·s. seriously ,wounded·. Be then looked 
aercin!i the· str~e"t. arid el>aliervjfid pcliee officers coming froa 
the area where he thought the shot may have come from but 

. stated he observed n~ one . ~lse G . 

.. --RevG YOUNG advised ·that the p@lice officers then_ 
@alled for a Memphis Fire hpartaeat ambulance and he stated 
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he helped cover Dr. KIN® with~ bl~nket &~d st~ted.he observed 
th~t Dr. KING was l@sing blG@d ~apidlJ. He St$ted that at 
this time he checked Dro KING 9 s p~lse a~d n@ted it w~s very 
strong. He st~ted t~i~ wms just priwr to the ~rrival of the 
ambulance 9 but ~e ~cti©®d bleed coming f~om the wound on the 
right side of Dr. KIN® 9

~ ~e©ko 

Rev. Yoho st~ted that whe~ he ~efe~red to the area 
from which he th~ug@t t~@ sh@t h~d ©ome, he w~s referring 
to~ larga clump of bu2hes which is-located on the west side 
of Mulberry directly oppO$ite fro~ the area where Dr. KING's 
~@om w~s located. He p@inted out th~t the motel is loc~ted 
on t~e e~st side of Mulberry. ~e ~tat®d he w~s standing 
on the ground lewel below»~. KING talking to~ staff member, 
whose n2me be ~ould mot ~ecallp wbe~ he ~e~rd the sound which 
he. later determined 1t© be ~ gtufilslh.cit. He stated that he would 
not· b~ye been able to @~s@rwe ~ fl~sb from a gun being fired. 
on the west side of Mulb®rry as the swimming po~l wall 
blocked his view from th~t are$. 

He p()inted out th$t immedi~tely ~fter seeing Dr._ 
KING fall he r$n upstmirs to a$sist Dr. KING ~nd then looked 
aerG$S the street but did n@t see ~ny C$WS le$ving the scene 
in a hurry and saw ~o individuals who he felt could have been 
reisp@:msible for the &;b@@ti~ ~ 
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• FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April is. 1968 

CEOLAR SHA~RS, 610 F Brownmall, Clayborn Homes, 
Memphis, Tennessee, 4µrnished the following information: 

. ,; 
She advised that she formerly was employed as a maid . 

. at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, '406 Mulberry Street, Memphis,. 
Tennessee, and that she was on duty on the 11:00 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. shift on April 3 and 4, 1968. 

She·also stated that sometime around 6:00 p,.m. on 
April 4, 1968i·pursuant to instructions from her employer, 
Mr. WALTER BA EY, owner, Lorraine Hotel. and Motel, she was 
proceeding al ng the second -level of the motel on the balcony 
in a southerl direction to clean two roomsJ which had not been 
taken care of by the· maid assigned to these rooms,· It was 
not normally her iesponsibility to clean these rooms, bu·t 
the other maid left work at about 5:30 p.m. without attending 
to them. . 

She stated she had not as yet passed Room 306, but 
estimated that she was in front of Room 304 proceeding in the 
direction of Room 309 when she heard what she thought was a sbot•o· · 
She stated the sound was very loud, and caused her to drop some ~ 
sheets, which she had been carrying, and that it frightened 
her quite a bit. · 

She stated that right after hearing the sound, she 
looked down into thf.' courtyard parking lot area, and saw many 
people beginning to assembl·e. She advised that she. then looked: 
in a northwesterly direction toward some buildings where she 
believed the sound came from. S·he stated that she did not see 
anyone., and definitely did not see anyone in the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry ·street nor did she see anyone running away 
from these bushes. 

She also stated that she had been employed at the 
Lorraine for about six weeks, and during that time cannot 
recall seeing or hearing anything suspicious nor anything which 
she would consider·to be connected with the assassination of -----------------------------:--...;_ ___ .,, 
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• 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

• 

She further advised that after being startled by the loud 
noise,which sounded to her like a shot, she was very frightened 
and did not look at DR. KING. She did not see him get hit. 
She did look at him. shortly thereafter, and saw him as he fell 
to the ground. She remembers looking at his feet as he fell. 

She stated she then quickly went down the steps to 
the ground level, and recalls nothing else relating to the 
sound • - ::·1 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l· Date 4/m'µS 

, . ~ - WALTER LANE· BAX Y, 
406 Mulberry Street, Memp is, 

owner, Lorraine ·Motel and Hotel, _ 
_ Tenn~$,ee,. furnished· the follow~·ng 

information: . ' · • : :· ·;t 

He· has owned the Lorraine: Motel and Hotel since 1945· 
and Dr. _MARTIN LUTHER KING had stayed there on approximately· 
twelve occasions since 1958. To the best of his knowledge, . 
Dr. KING had never received any threats on. his life while·stayi;ng'. 
a.t · the hotel: ··To,,his ~nowledge, 110 one,, had been aQting. in a 
suspi~ious ma:tu.ier~~-·such as asking·_questions a.bout Dr. KING{'s 
whereabouts, - nor had he heard 6'f atiyon~ walking or clr'iving up 
:Mulberry look~~g as if he were 11ca~ing1

' or "sizing up1
' •. the 

-locatio:q during any of Dr. -KING's -v,isits. ..:; · 

• - He siated he· dia not kn~i Dr.· KING very ;eii>. but --b~·...,' · . 
lieved he was acting very strangely on April · 4, 196$. · He ·1Pf.:td'f~h.at. 
!Jr. KlNG norma.~ly was verr. .. ~l>~~in~$!like in manner :~nd<nev.r 0 joked .·· 
aroundr1 but on.:.that date at. the mQjel he was very Jovial ~net was 
Hteasing and: cutting upt1 •. -He be1ie'.ved this type of behavior was 
oufti o:f ·charact~r with Dr.· KING'S ~s~ activities and thought:: it 
strange but could attach no meani~g or significance to it .. 

. ~ - - . 
,' 

Mr. BAILEY-said he heard what he thought was a shot· 
at approximately 6: 00 p. m .. , on Ap~!l 4, 196~, while he :w_as in· 
the northern lower. sect'ion of his Jiotel. He could feel the .. 

ffltire · hotel shake when the· shot w~rlt off. He ra-n outside and 
looked up and saw Dr. KING iying-·oij the balcony in• front of his·. 
room, w_hich was #306. He said contusion was all arol.tnd the . _ 
hotel ad he could not recall any details·after looki'ng up at-
Dr. KING. . . - -

; He said he had absoluteiy no intorm.ation· or th~ughts 
on the assassination of Dr •. KING'· btit ·would notify the FBI . ' 
should he acquire any information Qf vaiue. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date 4/12/68 

OLIVIA HAIYEs, maid, Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, M~~phis, Tennessee, advised that she was on 
duty··at that motel from 12:00 noon until 8:00 p.m., April 3 and 
4, 1968. . . . . 

She advised that she was
1

"cleaning upu the rooms on 
April 3, 1968, and worked as a desk clerk on April 4, 1968._ 

'o ;_I 

She advised that she was not in a position to observe 
a nyone on Mulberry Street on April 3, 1968, since she was 
cleaning up on the inside. She further advised that she could 
not · observe Mulberry Street from h~r location behind the desk . 
on April 4, 1968, and did not see ~nyone on Mulberry when she 
took her work breaks. ' 

. HAYES said thatm one made inquiries concerning Dr. 
KING to her and no one acted suspiciously on either date, that 
she could recall. 

She stated she could rec~ll nothing relating to the 
assassination of Dr. KING and could furnish no ·information at 
all. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

MARY ELLEN NORwkon, Desk Clerk and cook, Lorraine 
Hotel, 406 Multierry Street, Memphis, Tennes$ee., 
the following information~ ·' 

She worked from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., Apri.l ~.,;,,,.· 
_and April 4, 1968, at the Lorraine Hotel in the kitchen ···' 
cooking food. She heard a shot around 6: 00 p.m. on April 4 1, 

1968, and ran out of the kitchen, out the back door on the t 

eastern side of the hotelj looked around, but saw nothing 
and re-entered the hotel and ran out of the main entrance 
on the east side of the hotel. She looked up and saw Dr. 
KING lying on the balcony in front of room 306, but at no 
time did she look in a westerly direction towards South Main 
Street. She said she has no other information concerning the 
assassination o! Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and would 
immediately n<:>tify the FBI should she. recall or obtain any 
further information. 
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1 Date __ 4....:.../...;;;;l'--2-'-/6.;,....8"---..-------

EUNIS E. M~LER, cook and waitress, Lorraine Motel and 
Hotel, 406 Mulberry treet, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that 
she worked at the ho el from 7:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. on 
April 3 and 4, 1968~ She said she had absolutely no infor~ 
mation regarding the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING 1 

. JR., as she worked inside the hotel both days and was not · 
outside at all during her working hours. 

She advised she would notify the FBI should she 
remember or obtain any information regarding the assassination. 
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-Mr~ GUY WARREN CANiPE, JR~, 1078 Brower Road, 
Memphisj Tennessee 9 telepho~ number 324-0344 9 owner of 
Canipe Amusement Company 9 424 South Main Street, Memphis,· 
Tennessee, telephone number 525-0439 9 furnished the following 
information to Lt. J. Do HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis · 
Police Department 9 and Special Agent FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON:, 

He has been in busine~s in the South Main Street 
area for the past twenty year~. His store had been closed 
and unattended most of thrday, April 4j 1968, he having 
been with Mr. EDWIN BODEN lMER 9 180 Clark Place, Memphis, 
one df his competitors an ,a close friend 9 during the day~ 
He had left his store arotind 9:00 or 9:30 A.M~ and did not 
return until after 5:00 PoM& 

Soon after he returned, two Negro males came into 
his store and started looking at phonograph records on some. 
shelves on the south side of the store near the front door~ 
He had been playing records on a ujukebox 9

' located toward t_he 
front of the store.. He did not hear a shot or noise which ·· 
he thought might be a shot anytime around 6:00 P.Me One of 
the Negro men was overheard by him subsequently to say that 
he 1 the customerj did hear a shot. 

Sometime around 6:00 P.,M .. (although he has no way 
of fixing the time) ll he, heard a ~9thud91 in the vicinity of 
the front door of his storeo He looked up to observe a 
bundle lying in front of the door to his store. He _pointed 
out that the front door of his store is offset or located in 
a recess off the sidewalk$ Almost simult_aneously as he looked 
up after hearing this "thud~ 0 he saw a w-hite man walking· 
south on the sidewalk in front of his store. 

After hesitating.momentarily, Mr .. CANIPE walked 
out onto the sidewalk, ·1ooking in both directions to see 
what happened to the man who obviously had dropped this 
bundle$ As ~e did this 9 a white small car, possibly a compact, 
pulled away from the curb on the east_ side of Main Street 
at a point just south of his store. There was only one man 
in the car 9 nrunely the driver., 
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' ' ' () i:'_f :: ft ,i 
l'/hien M.w q C.ANrPE l«:))@k~dl lm©:ir'tlh Q)lfi Main S.t,l'eet. ,he'. ; '. ! '. -. ·, '.:\ '.':.', . :::; , ,: I 

_ s_aw a D~Jmity Sheriff w~J.king rapidly <0n the ~idewalk· ~n- ,1~ ...... :1 '. ,.' ·; . .: 
.ea$t ~ ide- @f Main 9 appwoa@hing_ Mr o C,~lU:PE 11 · thi~ Deputy h~~i.~c .. i. · f· .. : . 
hi~ r~vt,lver drtMWllo Mio., ,CANIPE\i con~lmU,ng that ·~omet1ti7;rg. 1; ·:,'. iJ•'t =::· .. •i; 

. u:nu:~ual ha~ ju:~t ~c~uirr~d 9 · immediat®ly $t@pp~d ba~k into! · · · , . ·:. • : :,\ ·-:> ·:: . ;; 

.hi~ stor~;o Thi~ Dapuity l'l)jj,"@ce~d~d ~®uth ~n· t~e ·~i~®'!Walk J?~S,t . . ··.: ]/ :\\· ·.;/· !// 
h.i~ ~tolr'~ 1 not ~t@ppingo A shol"t time later -after cth~w. .... ' . ::p.:· · /; 1~;111 .+ 
@ffic~r$ had· airriw~d. 9 h@ ~aw tlbd.~ ~&m~ Deputy· ·and t:l!l.ll~e~ -, -, · · · : '\\ ,1,t '!.::! · ;,;:-

. to him
1 

H~ doe~·· riot· kinow hi~ rineo. · · . · . : . . ''t ,; __ } \;.Ii -.•.:'_ 
'

11

' • • ' ~ 
1 

•' • :J~ f : •• ~ ;··: .~t ,· ; \': 
Aft~r ~ddition~l offi~ar~ 1a:rr:ived 9 th\$11" attention'·· · ;l , ,: ... :,.' ·· ·. 

w_as called to the bundle lyiing t© the front of. CANIPE!~ ·s~ort~ '/ · ·,:: .. ;; · ''. 
. . . ·;. ·.,'': '· .:, .... ;; ,-:_ 

As to the cont~n:t~ of th~ bundle or. package ·whiotJi · : ,, ., ·(, > , · -= 

he obser~~d, he poi:ntied <.mt ith~t·it app®'ar~d tobe a rathi:r· , •. ~·: ·v ·· : 
!:~:~fr:~::b~:r:h:::~:b~:~ t~:~ ~::: .:: . !~~!d b::p::: .· :j:!o•!:n i_:_ t:r·:_;i;.: ?~:\1:/_ 
··:~~;:s:~::d t:ep~::1~: ~:i:· :::d~::~:;i~i?!t~:l11::s s:::~:rt::. ',J 'i . ''.·i:'::'):',;; 
color and· which impJ.r>~as<.ed him a~ po~~ibly being a et.trtain: <,f -· <:> ,}.,_ . .,: · · 
~«>me kindo In tO~s~ _ng th1i~ bundl~ he noti~ed that the . ,.._ .. _· . ~(~:' Ji :j'..f _ _:_ ··: 
pa~teboa,rd b0: .... e word Qrsrowning'v on it~ ije also sa.~, , .. • _; (1,-,_1,,-·Jrr1. 1l:,.:·)_1i" 
~om.~ typ~ of ca~~ or bri@f ~a~~ und~J:>n~ath 'the ~if:;~h{ .,: : /; ·:t,:'.\if\.J1q-\ \ 

. . As t~ th® pa:i!."kiing ~ituation in f~ont of hi~ ~r~or~·t,:; ,.., ... ·i•r:i''I":,·· ·-;.:;. 
Mr.,· CANIPE fur!fii~h~d the following informai;i<C'»n~ . ., 1 - _ .. ,_' . t· 1 

·. 1 
• ) • ' • J 

. In :fr@nt of hi~ $llJtOl!.°e on th~ ea~t side of Main· ,, . 
thel'e are three paE'king spa~e~ betw~ein a fiwe ·plug anil a · · 
driveway: south of his sto~e., H® u~ually i~.able to )ial"k ln 
@ne of · these spa.ce(Sl., How@ver 9 when he a,rri ved at; .. dits store 
after> 5~00 P~Mo 9 April 4 9 .196~ 9 a-11 three of the~e spaces . 
were filled and he ha<l.i to park hi~ 196~ red $tatibn w~gon· at: 

.a point south of the ab<0ve mentioned drivieway., He does not 
recall n~ticing the im.ke a1n,d model of the :three ~ar~ parks~,­
in the~e ~pa<:ies 9 · biut he is certain that there wa~. a white . ·· 

· ~mall~W ca~ 9 po~~ibly a Valiant e>l" Com.et,.J 'pal',!c~~p in the ,, · . ·. . 
parking spa~® neare~t JJ,_is doior- (wl'ili_ch wi,11 be ~~efer.red to : : 
&.$ p~kl~g sp~c~ ~~b,r., on~),, - ,. ~e •. do~~Il .~ ~~c-~_llu thi\~'."~~~?'.S .··: 
parked in $pa.c~s t~o and thre~ i!.)Uth ~f this white ca.r. ,i' . - · ·. . . 

- - . . . -- ---- - . ' ~-· - - .'·.. '.,__ _' - ... :,L,;,_, ,;:,_ . ' ' : i;-
H~ :i.~ @®Jrtain iin hi~ @Will. :m.inid th~.t th®J.Wh.it~ :lilimra.11 ··;:'',_'1 

,; ·.··., 

@ar he $\aw p'Ql11 away f:re@m th® tmrb a~ h® l@@k®d out of his ; . _ ,. ,. . . . ..... 
do@r 9 . ~:si. ou'fcli~~d. abow~ » wa~ parked_ i_n_ ei tb~r, n~mber. t~o , .. ,···:-:>;.\:/X)>·:"_ti •'.".~,;';f:;:,..., 
· park.i:ng ~paQe er -numbex> three. ,Parking·_ ~pace 9 · ·but-'. Jut ·~oe~ ·rt<>:~ti -"!•J'_~·~:~"t:· ·tJ• /,· 
know which of these· ~P,aces this ~ar wa~ parked irr~--·: ·Jie·· ca~not· .. ·~ :.l;_t,: ', ,·· .. · 
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further describe the car that pulled away~ but he heard one 
of the Negro male customers tell the Police that this car 
that pulled away was a Mustang~ He definitely knows the -
car was white and was sure that the car was a small~r car, 
possibly a compact cat" 9 rather than a full~si~~ average 
American car such as~ standard model Ford or Chevrolet. 
He ~tated that it would be his judgment that the car was 
at least a 1965 or later model. He did not observe·the 
license plates at all~ 

Based upon the period of time which elapsed from 
the time he heard the ttthudu9 near his frornt door until the 
time he walked out of hi~ front door and saw the white small 
car pulling ~way, coupled with the fact that he did not see 
a man proceeding south on the sidewalk as he looked south, 
Mr. CANIPE feels that the man who had dropped or thrown the 
bundle in front of his store was the man driving the·white 
small car away from the curb 9 as outlined above. He only 
know~ that this man in the small white car drove north on 
Main past his front door. He does not know whether the 
car turned off Main Street at the next block or whether it 
continued to proceed north on Main Street. He does not 
think that the car was traweling unusually.fast and he did 
not hear the tires jisereecha as the ear J,.eft ~ 

As to a description ot the man who dropped the 
bundle and walked s~~th on Main pa~t his store, Mr. CANIPE 
stated that he only had the opport~nity to view this man 
momentarily 9 seeing the ba©k.of this man. He stated he saw 
the man's back and the man & ~ left side o,;1ly o lie stated he. 
did not see the man's face unle$S pos~ibly he got a 
fleeting glance at the left ~ide of the man's faceo Mr. 
CANIPE furnished the :fo'ilowing description of this man: 

Race: 
Sex~ 
Age~ 
Height: 

69 

White 
Male 
25 = 30~ possibly older 
5' l()iV - 6' 
(at fir~t placed height at 
6 f~et but on reflection 
stat~d man might be shorter 
and in no event could he 
be certain as to approxi­
m:ate height) 
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I : .,l ;. !._' 'I ·, , 

.. , · ·:)'·.<f; l .\. 
.'. . . :: . '.:, /;·\\/ :;,:;: .: ~:,,_. _·; .. >. 

115 = 200 pounds · . : -.,,·,,t-:.· .• , .. · .. ,,. . · •.t1 • 

(at i ir>2t ·e~timatect. we:t·g;~t }, ,,°;:.·: . t'.:-( · :- 1
•· 

at 170 ... 185 11 s:tat·ing 1:i-f: ,:' 1.i: :,': · 
maim i$ it$ ta_l'l as 'a:, f.~~;t·<· i.(f' : i, ·:;! ;.· ,, ;. 

-th~n be might weigh al!lj · ,u,~~ 
a~ 200 11 a$ he gaiJ;led ' 1 . · Y·: , .. 
impi"e~~ion man was·• .. ~9ebdpkj,1,r .· 

Build:· 
Hair~ 

~e~\\o. ·-11,,, ei • _.. , •· ,· •· . .. :f:.1 
. \.,lll!1J.l!.V!.l&Y . ' ... ;.,,,' ;:·;·\ 

Darki,. @\llt normally ·, . ;·::: : : 11 ·: .. 

(definitely b:ai.reh~aded)f.·1 •• ; : "·: .• •, ... : •. '· 

Gained ·1mpl°~~~ion ma,r,1· w~~jj;1.i,,g• .. ::: , : . ·:; 
da:irk col~:lt"~d ~1llli t · · · · · .. '·'. .· , • .. :' . . .. 
Ve'E!y @lean~· neat_ in ~1,1pei,~Jr,~~,-~·.,· :•.·.' ... 
clean C\Ulto . · ... ·.,. ·. ·· .· '.1.} · ., ,· ,. 

. t.' ·, 1 . • : • 

Mr.~ CANIPE advi~~d that lll(!) O!lit<e wa~. in h;l~ ~towie. .. ~t. · . ': 
· tb~ time 'ct t·he above r~lateid in~i<d!e:int oth~r than: the two · ' · 
Negrc:mal~~ 9 ~n~:of wh~ ha~ b~en pu~©ha~ing records f~om, 
him in· .t_he past 9 th®' ~th@it' not being ?>®called as a fcr~er; . , . 

];·1'. '! 

. ,'J 

cu~tom~r. · He stat\\;ld, that he @$J.lt:illfi@t rei@all any oth~r per•~ns ... :: ·_ · ·, 
in the immediate vt@:inity at the tim~, and the next perscSrf . . · . :: .'·, .... \ ·f.,. ;, 
he 151aw. ~fter seeing th®. uwrn.@wn man ·who -<h"opped or threw ;, .. ; · · .1• ·/i.: ·' · • '-·,' 
down the. bundle wa~ the above merit ioned Deputy ~heriff ·w110: ··, I , ·; 
was walking· rapidly @ID the ®a~t ~:ide of ~in Street·.'tow~r.d .. 
CANIPE's sto:rre 9 having hi~ gun <drafil 9 wb~n Mr, CANIPE: l~:,~k~d· ;. 
out the door u outlin19d ab@w~o He de~cribeid. ti,J.$\ Deputy1 ·: · :. ~,'.;•· 
a$\. ~ white miille, age twenty, to thir>ty_ 9 bareh6a,ded 9 59.:.(P', · ' 
165 p(»unds 9 wearing a Sb~ri.ff's Office uniform a~d definitely 
having- the Shelby Couimty Sh<er;iff 's Olffi4:Je insignia 011 _h.~s · ~rm,,.r: 

. ..~.:tr. 
t,:·. ·.- .. 

. . ~ ! ' 
! ~. 

' : ' ~· . ; . . . ' : ~ 
' . 

.,, '. 
:: .•.; 

.. : ,, ! 

. ; ( . ... ~: . '.:~ . ' ~ 
r. ,, . 

. : !_,:•f (· -,.·_1· 

i ', •• :1 .! ·, 

.. ,. . 
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I 

1 Date April-' lO, ··lil68 
',~ , 

. Mr. BERNELL FI~J-'EY1 1468 Kyle, Memphis, Tebnessee, 
home telephone numbel" 275~6524, who stated th·at he is 3:n.. '· 
offset pressman at the Church of God in Christ Publishing 
Ho~se, 930 Mason Street, Memphis, Tennessee, telephone­
number 526=1169, was interviewed at his home by Lt. J, 0 1, 
KAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department,· and' 

1
'' .. 1. 

Special Agent FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON., He furnished the 
foll~wing information: 

He got off work at app:roJCimately 5:20 P.M., · -
April 4, 1968, and he and a fellow employee, JULIUS: GRAHAM, · :1 · 

drove in Mr,. FINLEY's car, a 1964 white)) four=door Rambler·,;: .. -
directly to Canipe Amlllsement Company JI 424 . South Main Stt·e~l,f 
where they want~d to look over some old :phonograph records~.,· 
As· they proceed~d north on South l~in Street tc> the ·viQJJni tY 1 1 

of this store, they observed that all of the parking spac~s 
in the block in front of CANIPE's · store on the east side,'.of·', ··, 
Main were filled with automobiles:. They continued north:. on < 
South Main to Huling Street, turning right and parking Mr,. ' ' 
FINLEY'S car. near a driveway under construction in the firs:t 
bl'Cck east of Main Street. They walked directly to Canipe 
Amusement Company. He estimated they arrived there about 
5:30 P.M. There were no customers in Canipe Amusement 
Company other than Mr. FINLEY and Mr~ GRAHAM.- The two of 
them proceeded to look at old records in shelves on the south 
side of the store near the front of the stor~. The owner, 
Mr~ GANIPEjl was playing the Hjukebo-x.u . 

Sometime around 6:00 P.M., Mr. FINLEY heard a 
noise that sounded like a shot. He does not know whether 
Mr. GRAHAM or Mr~ CANIPE heard this noise, as they said 
nothing and he said nothing. He attached no .. particular il? 
significance to hearing this noi~e at the time, but continuef 
to look at records. ·Shortly thereafter.and certainly within, 
a matter of just a minute or so, he heard a second noise nea~ 
the front door of CANIPE's store. Hep Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. · · 
CANIPE all immediately looked to the front door where they 
saw a box or package or bundle lying immediately in front 
of the door of this store. As his attention was attracted 
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to this box ol' package 9 he also saw a man walking rapidly, 
south on the sidewalk on the east side of Main, it being 
obvious that this was the person who had dropped or thrown 
the package in front of CANIPE~s store~ there being no one 
else around in that area and the box or package not having 
been there earlier. 

Mro FIJ'tEY recalls that Mr. CANIPE walked up to 
the door and Mr. {FINLEY followed him. Mr~ CANIPE opened · 
the door and started outside but immediately backed up and 
said, ttGet bac.k 9 theres s some kind of trouble out here. and 
I don't want no part of it. 0 Immediately thereafter, Mr •. 
FINLEY saw a Deputy Sheriff walking rapidly on the sidewilk 
south on Main 1 with his gun drawn 1 this Deputy not stopping 
but continuing south on Main in the same direction in wh~qh 
the above mentioned unknown man had walked. A few minutes 
thereafter he saw thi~ same Deputy in front of CANIPE's sto~e 
with his gun.still d~awn looking up as though he were trying. 
to observe the upper stories of the buildings in the vicinitlf 
A number of other officers arrived immediately thereafter, :r 
all of them being on foot. 

Just about the time that Mr~ CANIPE started out 
of the front door of the :sitore 9 Mr. FINLEY heard the 0 s~reeo,h" 
of tires and looked up to see a white Mustang speeding north 
on Main past CANIPE's ~tore. 

Mr. FINLEY explained that there was a car parked 
in front of CANIPE's store and therefore he did not get a . 
full view of the car which had sped away 9 but h~ did see 
the rear portion of the roofline 9 as well as the trunk of 
the speeding car, and the~e i~ no question in his mind that 
this was a white car and there has been no question in his 
mind but what the car was a Mu®tang~ 

At the time thi~ car sped away~ Mr. FINLEY stated 
,that he did not associate the ~peeding white Mustang .with 
the man who had dropped the box or package 9 but after he 
learned what had occurred and after reflecting on the matter, 
he is now of the opinion that the man who dropped the package 
and walked south on the sidewalk past CANIPE's store was 
probably the man who got i~to the white Mustang and sped away 
from th~ areap going north on Main~ As nearly as he can · 
recall the sequence of the events, this white Mustang sped. 
away from .the curb moments before the Deputy Sheriff walked 
south past CANIPEts storeo 
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As to the cars in the parking spaces in f~ont,ot · 
and to the south of CANIPE 0s store on the east side of Main, 
Mr •. FINLEY advised that the car in the first position (·that··· 
is~ ~he car in front of CANIPE's store) was there when he 
firs·t arrived at CANIPE's store and was there when he 
eventually left the areao He stated that after he had bee~ 
questioned by Police and left CANIPE's store~ there were 
no other vehicles immediately behind the car in front of 
CANIPE's store. He stated he was not in position to tell 
whether the _speeding white Mustang pulled away from a parking'. 
space immediately behind the car which remained parked in 
front of CANIPE's store, or whether possibly it pulled away· 
from a parking space fmrther south of this point. · 

Mr. FINLEY stated that -he simply did not observe 
whether there was one or more occupants in the speeding. 
Mustang, and he did not observe the license plates on this 
Mustango He stated that the Mustang was one of the standar~ 
varieties and not the 98 Fastbacku variety of Mustang.__ · 

Mr. FINLEY stated that the first person he saw 
in the area after his attention was first ·attracted by the 
droppipg of the box was the above mentioned Deputy Sheriff 
with .a ·revolver iri his hand, and he knows of no one othe~· '!,.,.:'·.\~;,)>j\ , i.:\! 
than himself, Mr. CANIPE, and Mr. GRAHAM who saw the man · 
in question and who saw the white Mustang speed away ·from 
the area, going north on Main. ~--

. ' 

As to the box or package dropped-, or thrown down 
by the unk~own man, Mro FINLEY stated that'he observed a 
pasteboard box about 4 feet x 6 or 8 inches x 3 'or 4 inches, 
having a tag of some kind on it, the top to this box being· 
par.tially off to the point where ha could see from one foot 
to 18 inches of the barrel of a gun. Eventually he observed 
that this gun was a rifle with a scope on it. There was 
some type of luggagep appreximately 2 feet x l½ feet.x 6 or 
8 inches, larger than an attache casep and some type of 
cloth folded over both of these items. · 

Mr. FINLEY stated that after the above menti~ned 
armed Deputy Sheriff wal.ked past CANIPE' s store and after 
some other officers had arrived and were in front of CANIPE'sf. 
storej Mr. CANIPE motioned to the officers from inside 
CANIPE's store, attracting the attention of one of them and 
pointing out the items left in front of the store and· 
explaining to them what had occ~rred. 
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As to a deis~ript ion of the uirnknown ma•n who dropped 
or threw down tbe pa~kage 1 Mr .. FINLEY pointed out that he 
saw this man only momentarily 9 the man not taking over one 
or two steps while still in Mr~ FINLEY~s viewo He'stated 
that he t'only got a glimpse of the man 9 

99 ltlot seeing his 
face except enough oi the left side of the man's face to 
tell that he was a white mano He furnished the following 
description of this man: · 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

White 
Male , 
Simply not in a posttion to. 
ju.dge other th~n to state 
that man was not an old man 
(based upon the manner in 
which he walked). 

5'8et to 5 9 10" (Mr. FINLEY 
at first placed the height 
at 5e5r, to 5'·8" stating 

' t that his final estimate 
was a little better than· 
a guess). 
Around 160 pounds (stating 
that his estimate as to 
weight would vary depending 
on the man's height, that 
the man was not skinny and 

I • 

• j 

''' 
':--: 

Build: 

not fat but had an average 
build)o 

-'i . 
,: i':· _: " 

Hair: 

· Dress: 

?fr&i :-...·,;-,. 

----------·-·-·--

Average 
Simply cannot recall observing 
area of man's head;_ does not 
recall ·whether wearing ha:t.; . 
does not recall observing hair ... · 

· Wearing dark suit · '· 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTlGA'r ION; 

1 Date April 10, 196a 

Mr o. JULIUS LQ G~AM:9 AJJlillt:lfii:!Jlllent 5 p 8!04 North . . 
Fifth Str®etD Memphi8 9 T@~ ~$$@~ 9 tel@phone nwaber 527-3817, 
employed a~ general agsi~ a~t at th~ Chu~~h ©f God in · 
Chri:st Publi$hing Ho~w~ 9 30 Maw.olll Stre@t, Memph1:,;;, Tennessee, 
telephone numb~526=1169~ fu~ni~~®d the following information 
to Lt~ Je D~ HA. Y, Homicide E~weau 9 Memphi~ Police Department, 
a10.d :Special Ag t FRANKLIN L~ JOHNOON: . 

He ac©omp~nie~ Mr~ BERNELL FINLEY fr@m their 
place of .employment to Callipe Am~~ement Company, 424 South 
Main Streetp Memphi~p wh@~e th~y a~~iwed about 5:30 PGM 9 

on April 4~ 19680 He recalls that as they approached the 
store 9 proceeding north on M:ai,in St:ll~eet s thal'e were no parking 
~paces on the ea~t :si©le of Main in the block in front of 
this ~tore~ He also recall~ that as they were looking for 
a parking space there definitely w®r~ two white cars in 
the parking spaoes in fl"or.rt of and! to the :asouth of Canipe 
Amusement Company-0 Th® §eeond of th@~e two white cars, or 
the one slightly south of the CANIPE ~tore wa~ definitely a 
white Mustang. He beliewes the oth~r white car 9 the one in 
front of CANIPE's ~tor~~ wa~ probably a white Rambler. He 
cannot remember a third car being pa~k~d behind the Mustang~ 
The Mustang he saw as they appr@~ched the ~to~e looking for 
a parking place was the @rdinary wariety of Mu~tang rather 
than the late mco,del 0ijFa~tback9

~ walf'iety. He did not notice 
the 1 icens;e plate:s on this M~:iirtan.g ~ 

Mr o GRAHAM e:swentu&lly parked ME' o GRAHA~Ps car 
on Huling Street~ ea1a1t @f Main St1rel!;1lt~ M.ll"Q GRAHAM and Mr~ 
FINLEY thereafter walked to CANIPE 9 s ~tore and ~tarted 
looking at phonograph re©o~d~ in ~helv~s en th~ south wall 
of this store near the front of the ~to~~~ M~~ GRAHAM did 
not hear a ~hot or any other ~n~~ual noi~e while looking at 
reci01°ds until he hea:r'd th® n@i.§,e ca1!.ll~ed by a man dropping a 
pa.it;;kage on the sidewalk illiW@.~@i.ately in fr@nt @f the front 
doow of CANIPEis store~ Ha @tated~ h©w@w~r~ that he saw 
the man who dropped thi~ package b@fo~e he heard the noisee 
He happened to be looking towa~d th~ f~ont door 9 his attentio~ 
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hawing possibly been attracted by the foot~teps of a running· 
man. He is not ~~~e b~t he beliewes he heawd the footsteps· 
of a man running and therefore looked toward the front door~ 
Almost simultaneously as he looked up and saw a.man carrying 
a large package of ~ome kind~ this man 1 who was walking· 
south on the :s;;idewalk immediately in fron.t of CANIPE·'s 
store~ stepped to the left and dropped the bundle in the 
recess in front of CANIPEf~ store and ©Ontinued south on 
Main Street. Mr. GRAHAM stated! that in his opinion this 
man was running rather than walking fast. 

Mr. GRAHAM jvised that the attention of both 
Mr~ CANIPE and Mr~ Fl EY was attracted by what had occurred 
when the man dropped he package 9 and all three of them 
started looking towar~ the front of the store and at the 
items which had been dropped◊ Mro CANIPE started out of the 
front door, and as he recall~~ ll'leanedH out of the front door 
looking in either dliirecticm 9 following which Mr. CANIPE came 
back in the store and made some w~mark ab©ut some trouble 
outside. Immediately after this a Deputy Sheriff walked 
south on the east side of Main 9 immediately in front of 
CANIPE's store, this Deputy paS$ing the store and not stopping, 
He saw no other per~ons in the vicinity until some additional 
officers arrived on footo Mr~ GRAHAM later ~aw the same 
Deputy Sheriff who had walked past the store in the area in 
front of the store 9 s-till with his guum drawn. Eventually 
Mr. CANIPE was able to get the attention of one of the 
officers outside and pointed out the item~ in front of the 
store and the circumstances surro~ndi~g the presence of these 
items. Mr. GRAHAM observed a part of a gu.n barrel inside a 
large pasteboard box and al~o ob~erved what appeared to him 
to be some type of green matting or cloth which appeared to 
be wrapped around the box containing the gun. 

Prior to the tim~ the armed Deputy first ran south 
past CAN.IPE fl s doorway 9 Mr~ GRAHAM heard t ireisi H~creach '' and 
observed a white Mustang to ~peed noTth o~ Main. The other 
white car 9 which Mr. GRAHAM believed to b~ a white Rambler, 
which had originally been parked i~ front of CANIPEes store, 
was still parked there at this times and therefore his view 
of the car ~peeding away was pa:§?ti·ally obscnu:•ed.; however, 
Mr~ GRAHAM is positive that the car which sped away was a 
white Mustang and there is no que~tion in his mind but what 
it was the same Mustang he had ween earlier when he and 
Mr. FINLEY arrived in the vicinity of CANIPEi~ store~ as 
outlined aboveo He statsd he died not observe whether there 
was one or more p®opl@ in this speeding M~~tang. 
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As to a description of the man seen by· Mro GRAHAM 
carrying a package and later dropping this package, running 
south on Main 9 Mr~ GRAH!\.M pointed out that he saw this 
person primarily from this pers@n~s left side and saw him 

·only momentarily, but he believe~ he might re~ognize him 
if he sees him againo He furni~hed the following description 
of that person: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 

Hair.: 

Dress: 

General Appearance: 

77 

White 
Male 
25 - 30 
5i7u - 5t 8?t 

About 165 pound$ 
Average (Mr .. GRAHAM heard 
Mro CANIPE tell the Police 
that he thought the man had 
a ifchunky~v build, but 
Mro GRAHAM got the definite 
impression of a man who was 
neither thin nor fat but 
who wa~ average in build)e 
Dark (either black or dark 
brown 9 normally cut). . 
Dark clothing (either a dark­
suit or a dark.dress-type' 
jacket and slacks; no hat; 
did not not ice shirt or tie 11 . 

Neat and clean in appearance, 
created impression of a 
$alesman or businessman~ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



' ; 

FD-802 (Rev. 4•1S-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

r 
l Date _4_/_1_2_/6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. EDWIM\~DiWEIDR, 180 Clark Place, 
Memphis, Teimnessee; _ ~leph@tm@ l!P.alber 275-9844, whG 
stated that h~ (O)perates Shelby .Atml!.We~eimt C@~]P)atmy, 
975 Jam~si:, MelJDp,hiSl, T<etmimessee, was :D.1mterwiewie~ at 
C&lllipe Am,WSl<Bl!n<e&l~. C@m]P>!lll'ilJ', 424 !S@llllth Mai!l!I. Street by 
Lieutellllallllt ',J. D. MBY, H(O)m:lc:l.de Bwr~tallll, Melllllphis 
:'Police Departmen.t, alllld. SA FIRBKLIN llo. JOJ!DtfSON. He 
fur.lll\:fl.She d tbe fclJl(Q)Wiq il!llf(O):if!n!ati@lnl: · 

On. April 4, 1968, hs speimt $ g~@d part of 
the day with Mr. !G, W • CAN !PE, ll CClliP,8t J1.'tl:<O>ll" &allTid,. persoD~l 
friend, and he (Mr. BODl!lml!ll!DR) 'waa lll\@'t.at th<e Canipe 

· -Amusement Compal!lly at ~tmy time en the ~ftertm<0>cn or ·eveni~g 
. of April 4, 1968. 

He sta'ted tlhl~t as &llll aid itm ·llnelpitmg Mr .• ·. CANIPE 
to estimate what time Mr. ~ANXPE retur~ed to Ca~ipe · 
Amuseme~t:Ccmpany @~ the $ftern@©l!ll @f April 4, 1968 1 
be recalled that .it.w~~ 5:20 p.m. w~~n Mro CANIPE 
telephoned MA-. BODENHEIMER, ~nd he w@uld estimat~ that 

. Mr. CBIPE .<Cl©Uld h~ve @lthly b~ell'! at CANIPE's plaetit·Of 
busine~s ~ few mi11u1tes !&t thi$ tiim®o k ~ 00:0ENHEIMER 
stated he could furl!lli~b n@ illllf@rm~ti@~ whi~h would be 

·, ··(O)f as~ist:1nce in the ilIDV®$t1gati@Im @f the sJm@tO)ting af 
,.: . "f' Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

On 4/5/68 File # Mcempl!ui.s · 44-1987 
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NOo 2 EN©rINE HOUSE 9 
MEMmIJ FIRE DEP~RTA\l!ENT 9 
474 SOUTH MAIN STREM\ 
ME11PHIS TENNEISEE •. ,.,, . .,.,. . L , = ··-···-· ,, .. 

(~his secti(;})n pertsiilll1~ to interviews. 
with firemen stationed at this h@~e and with 
poliee- offieers a~d sheriffi~ d®puties wh~ were 
on duty at or near this fire h@~se $Sa result ~f 
Dr~· MARTIN Ltnimm K:U,q'Gll JR .. g beil!P.g at the twrraine . 
Motel located in the immediate vicinity @if th·:is 
e ng.in.e . h~uise ., ) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/16/68 
1 

Lte JUDSON EU~~E GHORMLEY, Deputy Sheriff, 
Shelby County She~iff 9s~~~ic~ 9 a white male, age 40, 
residing at 4124 Ronnie Avenue 9 telephone ~86-6034, furnished 
the following informationg 

on April 4 9 1968i he was assigned to-Tactical 
Unit 10, which consisted of three vehicles and twelve officers, 
both Deputy Sheriffs and Memphis Police Officers. The 
Deputy Sheriffs,i~ddition to!BORMLEY assig~-ed to Tactical 
Uni~O were We J. BERRY, R& N~ BAKER~ W. A. FOUR, Ve V. 
DOLL ITE ~ and R. · MALEY.. Me phis P_olice Of cers assigned 
to Ta tical Unit 10 were Office~s DOOOLASS 9 GRO , DUNN, 
LANDER 9 WRIGHT and MORRIS. · 

At about 6:00 PM on April 4 9 1968, Tactical Unit 10 
had stopped at the Memphis Fi~e Department Engine House 
located at Main and Butler 9 about t block southwest of the 
Lorraine Motel, and the unit was in that location when a 
Negro male detective ran into the fire station and stated 
that Doctor KING had been shot. Upon hearing this, the 
members of Tactical Unit 10 i in~lud_ing (t}HORMLEY ran east 
on Butler to Mulberry and north on Mulberry toward the 
Lo~'.lr'aine Motel. While en route 9 GHORMLEY observed a number 
of Negro males and female~ standing on the balcony of the 
motel pointing towards a building west of the motel, the 
front of which was located on S~ Main Street. 

GHORMLEY saw Officer DU FOUR ru1rming up the stairs 
of the Lorraine Motel toward the balcony where Doctor KING's 
body was lyingq DU FOUR was followed clo~ely by Officer 
BAKER. DU FOUR an.d BAKER, in that o:w!der 9 would have been t~e 
first officers to reach KING., 

GHORMLEY,al$o saw Officew LANDERS scale a wall on 
the west side of Mulberry Stre~t and enter a back yard~ 
which he later determined to have been behind the buildings 
known as 418J 422½· and 424 s. Main Street. 
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S~ei~g the l)®ople o:im th® balcony pointing toward 
the building on Main. Street~ Offi~@~ GHORMLEY s~opped and 
r@twac®d hii& $'tt;®ps arouRl\~ the f i:W(S) ~tat ion a:imd ran n.ol"th 
on Main St~eet~ As he app~oach®d th~ buil~ing at 424:$. 
Main 9 ~~ notice~ a suit~a~e 9 blu@ in color~ a rifle ~ox, which 
was pwrtly op~n and ~hat app~a~~d to be a blanket lying ini 
t.he doorway at 424 S. Mai:ull. He coul@ ~~e the barrel of a · 11 

~ifle in the ~ifle box. At thi~ tim~, a white male whose name 
he later·detrermined wa~ Mlt"o CANIPE, cam@ to the door of 424 
S. Main an.d advised hi~ that a whit@ mal@ 9 who CANIPE des-· 
c~ibed as tall, a littl® on the heavy ~ide, wea~ing a dark colored 
po~sibly black suit, a shi~t a!llld ti~, having da~k colored 
hair possibly black 9 moments befor@ had deposited these .. 
mrti~les in the doo~way and had tlln@n run south on Main Street. 

Using his walkie-talkie x>adio, GHORMLEY advised 
hi~ di~patche~ of the infol'mation provided by Mlro CAN~~Eo _ 
He also guarded the a:wt.i<eles lyillllg in the doorway so.,:.DQ·; , ;. 
one would <distwrb t!liem., Up«:m talkiimg further to Mr o CA~IPE, 
he learned f!"om CANIPE that showtly after the white ma-le who 
left the above d~sc~ib~d a~ticle~ in CANIPE'~ doorway, had 
run south on Main Street, that CANIPE had noticed a white 
Mustang automobile drive past th.at lo~atio!rll at a high rate 
of speed he..aded n.ortlln orm Main. At this timeD Officer- GHORMLEY 
again used his radio to advis~ hi~ dispatche~ of this 
i1lllf ormatioim. · 

The ~ext officer to a~riYe at GHORMLEY 8s location 
was Officer DOOOLASS~ who drove the station wagon assigned to 
Tactical Unit 10 from it~ location at the fire station to 
a looation directly in f~ont of 424 S. Main where Officer 
DOUGLASS double pa~ked the $tation wagon am aided in guarding 
the evidence left by the above de~c~ib®d white male. · 

The next office~ at thi~ location was Deputy . 
Shteriff Vo V9 DOLLAJIU/Jr'E 1 welhlo appiroacb.erd the location fl"om · .; '. 
the llllW;'th on Main St~eet aft®~ haviirng appa~e~tly circled the 
blook. About thi~ tim@ 9 Office~~ f~om the Memphis Homicide 
Squad a~riv~d at th~ ~ce~@ a~~ t~~k cba~ge. GHORMLEY 
estimated the total time lap~@d f~om th~ time he heard that 
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KKN((l had ~@llll mh({)t Ulllltil lhl® «lli$©0W@'1"®@1 th® ~t.dtca~e, gun and 
blan.llt®t, wa~ no m«»ll"® tba.m1 ~ or 3 mnd,llll@t®~ • \GlliOm!LEY doe~ . not · 
re~all ~e®ing a white Mu~tang pall"k®~ al<t'l)q tbe area of So 
Main~ which b.® <e<OJV®.ll"@~ <dlw.rillllg tlhv.ei ti.m@ imm®diat@ly following 
th~ shooting, n@i th®,r <dlo@~ he .ll"®©all ~®®.ing anyon® running 
~outh O)]ll Main Str~@t i~ thi~ ~am~ ar@~o 

Dwring th@ in©i<dle~t ~@~©~ib@~ ab~v@, ~HOEML~Y wa~ 
dr@~~ed in a khaki ©Ol<t'l).ll"@d l~mig ~l®@V® ~birt ooaring the 
in~ignia of the Sh~lby County She,riff~~ D~pa.ll"tm~n~~ and dark 
gll"e~~ uniform t,rou~er~* Ee wa~ n«»t wea~ing a b~t or belmeto 
GHOQLEY re©all$.l th.at Of:f:ic®r 1LANIDE~S 1 whom. he ~aw l§'!Caling·:··· 
th~ wall ac~@~~ from th® Lo~r~i@@ Mot@l, was dre~~ed in 

-~!.~ '. ! . r 
·t~ 

th@ u~ual Memphi~-Polic@ Depall"tm®nt uniform con~i~ting of a 
blue ~hirt an«! trou~~r$l ~. Offic@r LAJWE~s· wam n.ot wearing a 
hat or h@lmeto G~OMLEY r~@all~ that th~re were 2 Negro males 
in Canipe•~ •·Amu~ememrt Center at the time he. wa~ talking to · 
CANXPEo He think:~ th®$~· per~on may al~o .have seen the above · 
de~©r.ibed· whit@· male d@p@~it th@· gurA9 ~uit@ase,·· and blanket 
in CANIPEv~ doorway an~ may ~l$O have~®®~ the white Mustang 
speeding noartb on So Main Str@et in front ~f CANIPE'~ store •. 
He does not know the name~ of th®~® U®p>@@~o 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAIJ OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4~/_1_3_/6_8 ____ _ 

Piatr@lMllll v~-Oti VEDAID OOLLAHITE 9 Patr~l 
Divisi@n 9 Shelby ·c@~~:~~eriff 1 $ @ffi~® 9 re~ideR'il.ce. 
3330 Dawn Drive 9 Ap~rtm@nt 12, b@~® t®l~p~@lll.\e 
358 ... 8061 9 M®m_ JP)birsi_,~@ll'!l!il®~~®®, Wfi~ illllt®rvi®Wl®®!. by 
Lieutenant Wo S'o ~ IWLTZ 9 EI@mmi©id~ Bur®~1ll1 9 Me!!imphis 
Poli@~ DepartmeR'il.t, llhd. SA FRAilNllIN Lo JOD~ON, at whicb 
ti~e he re=enacted his 6@v~•~t$ @~ t~e· aftern@@n of 
Apri14, 1968 9 i.ft~r lbl<e le$.rned tlbllSl.t Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot ~t the L«»rraillll~ M@tel. He fwrnished 
the f <0>llowing iimf@rmo.~ti@llil: 

On Thursday, Ap~il-4, 1968, he wa~ assigned 
to Tactical Unit N@o 10 9 ©@ro.~istillllg @f 12 men, half of 
wh~m were Deputy Sheriff~ alll.\d half @f wh~m w~~e police 
~fficers, which unit was l@cated at the fire stati~n at 
Main and Butler ar@~lllld 6:00 p.mo, whe~ be learned that 
Dr. KING bad been ~h@to 

Ar@und 6:00 p.mo, be ~nd @th®r @fficers were 
i~side.the fire ~tati@n when he he~rd ~@m®@ne yell that 
Dr~ KING h~d been ~h@t. H@ immedi~t@ly r~n @ut @f the 
do©r on the n~rth ~id@ @f the fir@ ~tati@~ 9 then ran 
east t©ward the L@rr~i~® M@tel 9 jllm'!pi~~ @ver a felli!ce, 
$1lild then dr@pping d@vn ~b@~t a lO=f@@t ©@llil©rete retaining 
wall which runs .al@ng th® we~t ~id® @f Mulberry Street. 
·ue then ~$D t© t~@ driwe~~Y on Mulberry ~treet 9 which 
leads illilt@ the L@l'~fi.iltil® M@t®li, t© ~ p@illilt b®llll~$l.th the 
balc@ny Wh®re Dr. KING~$ b@dy w~~ lyillilg. H@·st~ted that 
be heard $.Im unk~@Wlri.\ N®gl'@ m~le ~t the !S©@im@ s~y, 09The 
dirty m=--== f-=,,,.== p@li~e $h@t !'aiim:. 1~ 

As be r~n imlt® th® driv~w~y, be dropped his 
firearm and had t@ ~t®p ~@m®nt~rily aad pi~k up the. 
fir®arm, cb®ckiimg it briefly, a~d theim c@~tinuing •. After 
g@i~g to th@ scene ne~r w~®r® th® b@dy w~~ lyi,mg amd 
determi~iimg that @th@~ @ffice~m w@r@ c@~w®rging @lll the 
are~, he immedi~t®ly r~~ out @f the drive~ay 9 running 
north@~ Mulberry Streett@ H~lillllg ~~d w~st @n Huling 
Street to ·~ain Streetp th~~ s@~tn @n ~in Street. As he 
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ra~ out @f the driveway ~t the L®~r~in~ Motel, h~ was 
joined by an ~:ff:icer named MALEY 9 wh@ rmlll along with him 
to a d.rivew~y on the !Sl@1mtlb1 g;ide of H:111:U.ng Street between 
Mulberry and S@uth M~in Street. Officer ifALn ~topped 
at that p~int t~ @bserve, and OOLLAHITB kept rumning 
tcward Main.· · -

Upo1m reachirmg ain Street ®nd tvrming south 
@n Mi&il'II Street, b.e saw rm~ pede~tri~llll tr~ffic whatever. 
:He ccntin~ed ruimnilliig s@uth «»n M®.iim · ~treeit uimtil he came 
to Jim's Grill~ a restaurant at 418 ~outh Mai~ Streeto 
The do({))r was stairuH.n.g @peim.. H® stepped iimside, looked . 
around briefly, seeing c~~t@m@rs sitting aro~nd eating 
and drinkil!!.\g 9 al!!.\d he ann@Ull'll@®~ t@ all ,re~en.t tb~t n~ one 
sh@uld leave that resta~r$~t ~l!!.\til the p@lice had arrived 
and approved their le1&vi• it.m~ pr<el!d.se~. He then 
pulled the dG@r to the re~t~u,want sh~t all'lld ©@ntin~ed 
running s@uth @n M~in Street. 

As he came @ut @f Jim'~ @rill and started 
~unning swuth again 9 he @b~e~ved s@me iteu lying in t~e 
d.@@rway t(O) Canipe AmUl~eMeimt C@mp$ny Slt 424 South Main. 
At, the time, he had ii).@ ids~ as t@ the sigll'llificance cf 
the~e items lying in. th$t d@orw~y. He did n@t st~p but 
kept. running s@uth @n :Mlllim pa.st Cali\ipe 's, going a distance 
@f s@me 20 tG 30 feet before ~tcppingo His purpose in 
running p~st Canipe 9 s·was in @rder t~ l@@k east around 
the.c@rner of the buildiimg in which Canipe's is lo~ated 
to see if he could observe anyo~e ru~n.illhg @r any @ther 
suspici@us activity 9 OOLI~HXTE stating th~t at this time 
he, of e@urse, did not kn@w the p~int fr@m which the gun 
had been fired resulting in the killing of Dr. KING. 

Uprr.nt runrm:iimg 20 @r 30 feet s.cnuth, o_f Canipe•~, 
he observed that there wa~ n@ are®t at that l@catien where 
any@ne could run.. -/Qlr c@nceal himself II the.re being SGme 
large ·outdw@.r sign.191 and &l f@nce lo~~ted ju~t sc0iuth ef 
Canipe 's. In iiddi ti@n, he @bserved @tb.er @ffi~ers ru11uiing 
north @n Main on the e~st side of th® ~idew~lk, coming 
from tlYB dir-ecti@llll @f the fi.1N1i stmti@ll'!l 1 so that these 
@fficers w@~ld have b~®n in a p@$iti@~ t~ see_a~J@ne 
running or $ny ~ther s@~pi@i@\W &©tivity in the general 

_:_are!li. in. which OOLUHITE w~s p.11"@@:l~@d:ilimg. He thcen t~rned 
around and walked ~@wth @~ the ea~t ~i~e of M~in to the 

84 

This docu,,.ent c­
your agency; it 11• 

_-.--,.!-, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



vici~ity of the d@@~W$J t@ Cffi@ip® Am~~eme~t C@mpa~Je 
Ab@~t this time other @ffi©e~~ $~~iwed @n the. scena 
and t@@k up a p@siti@ll1!.ar@~ttd th® it®m lyirmg i~ front 
~f the d@@rway t® C~ni~ A~\ll1$.l®m~rmt C@mp~@fo Pat~olman 
OOLLAHXTE then walked ~®st a~~©$$ :oo&irn Street in front 
of Canipe Amuscememt C@mJpiall1!.y armd. :stati@nied himself . 
m1emr a blme Camar@ p~rked @rn tfu~ ~®st $ide of Main 
~pp@site Canipe Am~sem@~t C@mp$IBfo 

Patr@lman 00'.II.JL.AHET~ ~dwi~®@ t~®t me is p~sitive 
that ~fter he arrived @n Main 2tw@@t 9 ~@d ~ntil the officers 
h~d given their $ppr@v$l 1 ~@ ~~~@@ l@ft t~e mrea on foote 
He is equ~lly positive th$t f!'l!@ vehi©l® ~ped $W$f fr~m the 
~rei.a ~rcund C$tmi·pe Amusame@t C@mpaum:w mf ter he ia:ir:iri ved on 
,M~in Street. He stated th$t the @f!'l!lf ti~e me was not in 
a positiwn t@ ob~erve the activity iWl the 400 block of 
South Main after be first ~rriv®d th~~a was during the 
time that he stepped int~ Jim~s @~illa He stated, however, 
that he was in this grill @~ly m@me@t~rily and he is 
certain in bis own ~ifl'lld thst he W$S n@t in Jim's Gr111· 

long enough for any@file to have rurm fr@m either of the 
exits to a ro©mi~g h@use at 422½ South M~in af!'l!d thereafter 
run to ~n automobile amd le~ve the scene with~ut his 
ha~ing seen such activity~ 

With regard t@ the owner @f C$nipe Amusement 
Company, a white man~ and two cust@m~is inside Canipe 
Am't:llsement Company 9 tw@ Neg!"@ iull@ls 9 he stated that he S:li.W all 
th~ee of these pers@ims and was.with~ gr@up of officers who 
were talking to these i~dividuals. He stated, however, 
that as he ran south @n ~in before leaving Canipe 
Amusement Company 9 he did not see t~e white male, Mr. 
CANIPE, step out o~t@ the sidewalko He stated that since 
he was alone arnd ~~e @f the first @fficsrs to arrive in 
this area, his essential puwp@se w~s fi~~t te attempt to 
@bserve ~nd locate ~~Y suspici@us p6~~@® whw might be 
attempting to leave the aX'ea 9 arnd se@o~dly, wherever he 
saw any people in busi@e~s b@lWS\®$ ~r @therwise, he 
inst~ucted them t@ remai~ whe~e they were~@ th~t officers 
later checking the arei?a w@uldl h8:lV(6 alll opp@ll?tuimity to f 
interview eve:ry@!!lle w1:tu1 wasi in the mi'®$ ta~ soon as possible. 

Patl'@lmrallil OOlLIJJU:TB ~dvi~ed th\$1.'i: after other 
@fficere had arrived illil fr@nt @f C~lllipe Am~sement Company~ 
and afte~ he had le~r~ed d~rimg the corawew~~tion that 

85 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
ems @r ~@re @f th® thlre@ pe~~©~~ iuide Catlllip~ Amusement 
C@mupany reported bcearifillg tJln(e 10$q1lll.ca:1li1IDg00 @f tires as a 
white Must~ng sp~d aw~y fr@m t~® $lt"'e~ 9 he @Toolerved what 
he reg$rded t~ be ~kid ~arlW $t ~ p@i~t app~@ximately 
one c~r length s@~th @f tbs d@@JMW$W tw C~imipe Am~sement 
CCRP!illmlJ o In plti))iim"tiimg @l!.!11: 't1m<e getmeiral ~rea where be 
observed these ekid m~rllw 9 ~tr@lm~lll DOLJAEXTI ~bserved 
that there is spf!lce f@r thl1re~ 1a1ut@m@bil~s t(Q) park.between 
the first drivew~y s@uth @f C~nipe Am~se~ent CcMpany 
(oim tha east side of Mtain) and a .nc p~rki~g ~cime around 
a fire plug just tc the lll@rthof this driv~way. He 
stated that he wculd esti~at® th&t tb$ skid m~rks which 
he observed were made by a~ $ut•(®bile p~rked in the 
center parking area 9 assmiming $ll th~ee p~rking spaces 
were filled at the tims. 

As ·to au.t@m@bill®a! parked Ci>ll'll tfme east side of 
Mai~ in the area in fr@nt @f C~nipe !D~~nent C@mpany at 
the time he arrived on the see~~ 9 he stated he cannot 
n@w recall a descripti@n @f the vehicles ~hich he did 
see~ Howeverp he d~~~ r~~~ll @b~ervi~g ab@ut a 1962 
red Chevrelet st~ti@n ~ag@n whi~h he b~li~vea was parked 
in the first space s©r~tb wf the ab@ve-l!lnlemrticned driveway. 
He advised that he W$$ alsc ~nder th® i~pressi~n he bad 
seen this stati@n wag@~ at an~t~e~ p@i~t jut n@~th cf 
this driveway a~d p@~sibly the @W~®r h~d ~wved the car 
later on during the eveni~g. _H~ $t~t~d that there was an 
~utw~obile park~d directly in fE@~t of c~nipe Amusement 
Ccmpany 9 but n@ aut@m@bile parked i~ t~e space inmnediately 
behind the car i~ fro~t @f C~nip® Am~®ae~t C~mpany. 
It was in this blank ~pa~®~ @r th@ ~wnbsr twc p@sitioo 
south of Canipe .biu~®o®~t C@~pMny, t~at hes~~ what he 
thought to be skid m~ru ~~d wbic~ $p,eared to have been 
made as a c$r pulled ~w~w fr~ tb~t p@~ition going north 
Ol!il Main Street. 

Patrol~~m OOLU~ETE advi~®d tbat he had his 
firearm in his ~~~d ~tall t1~es wh~~ he was in tke 460 
bl~ck cf Main ~tr~~t 9 ~nd if th@ wit~®~$~S in Ca~ipe 
Am~$@~e~t Comp$~Y ~~p@rted ~eeing a De~uty rwnning s@uth 
o~ Main carrying a fir@a~m 9 the~ ~~d@ubtedly these 
wit~e~ses were referril!lg t@ him, ~tr@l~~~ OOLUHXTE. 

86 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



•• 
f'D.302 (Rev, 4•15·64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _4_/_1_5_/_6_8 ____ .,....-

TORRENCE ., LA:NPERS P PatF>o 1mm $ Memphis Police 
Deputmeimt 9 furni~he the followi~g iimformatio~~ 

. Oim the aft®r oon of April 4 9 · 1968, be was a 
member of Mobile Tactical Unit Ten which consisted of 3 
vehicleso Shortly prior to 6gOO PM$ theunit $topped at the 
fire st~tion l~ated in the 400 blo~k of s. Main Street 
at E. But le!" A venue e Doctor MARTIN \)LUTHER KING, JR<> , was 
stayi~g at ~he Lorraine Mo~el at the time 9 and the motel·was 
locat~d approximately on~ block from the fire station. · 
At a~proximately 5~50 PM on April 4 9 he hea~d a sharp sound 
Whi~h resembled a firea:irm bedniig di.$;ictuurged, however 9 no 
onei. else paid any attention to the koise and he paid no 
f~rther attentiolf!l to it 9 : .however 9 a ~few momel!7).ts later someone 
iy,A ~he f~re statiorm anno1 . .1nced that D o~tor KING had been shot I> 

Jfte immediately left the £ire $tation by the door on the 
/northwest corner 9 ran along side the station to a retaining 

/
, wall in back of the ~tat ion which i~i also Mulberry Avenue. 

He and another offi~er jumped down ebnto Mulberry Street 
/ and ran to the LorE'/aine Motel. wherei a gr,oup of NegE'oes · 

/ were gathered on t1i'.1e walk b~neath t be balcony., There was 
a great deal of tu~moila and he a~I ed one of the men 

I . ~ -/ present e fioom wha.t direction the 1$1, ot was fi:ireii:L This individ-
ual pointed to t;nE~ second f looJ:> wi: @dows of a rooming house 
on S. Main Stl"f<~et and $aid, ~0f:irom . ver the:ire." 

O:ffti<eet:ir' FLANDERS immedia:tely leift the motel on 
foot~ ran a'~ross Mulberry Street 1 and leaping on an 
empty 55 g'allon d:t"wn which was on 1the $idewalk" he· boosted 
himself u•'.p onto the top of a retai ning wall. He then searched 
the grou·.nd in back of. the rooming hou~ie for footprints, 
however he foulllld noll1le with the eJ •;ception of 2 footprints 
near s.. ~ella1r door. It had rain.e Ii the previous day and 
the Y ,round wa$ ~oft a:m-d any footp1 ,~intm would hav® been easily 
note ,d 6 Just a few minute~ later 9 he was joined in the search 
by a deputy sheriff" who wa$ wear ing a light colored helmet.• 
LA",tmERS. stated that he 9 himself~ had no hat and he was wearing­
a .,: li~h~ .'. blue shir:t 9 . no tie 9 and )~ ark blue trousers. 
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The grou~d lev~l p~~mi~@~ i~ the area were immediately· 
search~d 9 howeve~, nothing wa~ re~@al~d or noted connected·· 
to thi~ i~v~stigation. He also a~vi~~d that in a matter of 
a few minutes the .area was s~a:nDi~g with officer$ who sealed 
off the area in a effort to appr~b@nd the individual responsi­
ble for shootiq Docto~ KlNGo He ~eiterat~d that he is· 
positive if anyone ha~ bee~ ac~o~s the st~eet from the 
Lorraine Motel in the a~ea behind the ~ooming house in the 
400 block of So Main Streetv he would have been able to 
observe the iDdivii!llual~ footp1rint~P however, none were note~,,-: 
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