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En view of the large volume of correspondence in this case, 
mi.o attempt has b~en made to reference any particular communi-
ieatioin. 

E®~au~e of the urgen©y of this matter, leads for 
other offices ar~ being set out by telephone or teletype, 
and it would ~erve no purpose to set out leads for other offices 
iIDJ. this Zfeport. 

The imi.formation included in this report has been· 
carefully reviewed, and negative interviews have been eliminated 

·. wlme1rever it wa~ believed possible to do so without giving the 
appea~a1mce that less than a complete and thorough investigation 
wa~ ico1m<dluct@d • 
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the USA 9 Western District of Tennesse®, Memphis,_Tennessee, 
but extra copies are being maintained in the Memphis Office 
and will be made available to the USA when so directed by 
the Bureau. 

LEAD: 

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE: 

Subject. 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE: 
I 

Will continue efforts to identify the Unknown 

- B* -
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Report of: 
Date: 

•• 
UNITED S_TATES-_DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF·:lNYESTIGATION 

SA JOE C. BESTER 
4/17/68 

Office: MEMPHIS 

Fife, Nu.mber: ME 44-1987 

Title: UNKNOWN SUBJECT, 
also· known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmeyer, 
John Willard; 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTlM 

Character: CIVIL RIGHTS 
Synopsis:- At about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, while standing on second 

floor balcony outside room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, victim was struck i:n 
right side of face by a single bullet. Autopsy report indi­
cated that "the severing of the spinal cord at this level 
and to this extent was a wound that was fatal very shortly 
after its occurrence." This investigation, predicated 
upon a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
u.so, disclosed fatal shot was fired from. the bathroom of 
a rooming house located at 422½ S. Main Street, Memphis, 
which bathroom was located at the rear of the rooming 
house, and which bad a window overlooking the Lorraine Motel. 
(Crime scene--diagram included in details.) On afternoon of 
4/4/68, Unknown Subject rented room 5-B at 422½ S. Main . 
Street and paid one weeks rent. After hearing rifle shot 
at about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, other tenants in rooming house 

. observed. Unknown Subject flee from rooming house carrying a . 
. large package which .was subsequently abandoned by him, on 
·sidewalk in front of Canipe Amusem_ent Company, 424 S~ Main 
Street, fro~ which place he was observed to flee in a white 
Mustang. Found abandoned in front of 424 s. Main Street 
was 30-06' Remington model 760 rifle_, serial number 461476, 
a small plastic suitcase containing nu•er-~bs articles, 
undershorts, a tee shirt, binoculars, and a brown and green 
bedspread in which all of these items were partially wrapped. 
Investigation at motels in the vicinity of Memphis, Tennessee, 
to locate an individual driving a white Mustang, disclosed' 

T/iis-documenf contains nelfli"e('- recommendations nor conclusions of.:any;lcind. If' Is tbit properly of-f/,e FBI, and Is a loan to your afenc,,- ,-. 
· it and/or its contents c,,e,nof'fo·&e disfrifiuted·outslde your ogency. 1&-m21S-1 opq 
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that BRIC S. GALT 9 2608 Highland Awenue 9 Birmingham, 
Alabama, had spe~t the night of 4/3/68 9 at the Re~l Motel, 
3466 L~xnr Ave~ue, Memphis 9 Ten~essee 9 mnd was driving 
~ Mustang with Alabama license 1=38993. Investigation 
disclosed bi~oculars abandoned by Unknown Subject were 
purchased afternoon of 4/4/68 9 from RALPH M. CARPENTER, 
salesman, York Arms 'Company 9 Ue~phis. Gilletteshaving 
kit abandoned by Unknown Subject determined to have been 
purchased Oliver: Rexall Brug Store 9 Whitehaven, Tennessee. 
Autopsy findings set out. IN ViEW OF THI CRIME FOR WHICH UNSUB 
BEING SOUGff!, HB SHOULD Bil _ OON'S iblRlb AR~D AND DANGBROUS • 
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Th is invest iga:t: ic,illl was predicated upon receipt 
ef ·a specific request from. theJ Attorimey Ge1.ru91ral of tile 
United· States en the miight of Apr·i:~ 4, 1968, th.at the Fed$ral 
Bureau of Investigation con.duct ami invest iga.t ion :lnt(> the · · 
murder of Dr. MART DI LUTDR KIN<G, a. , . at ,iemphis, Te•essee, 
~n:tbat date. · 
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· INVESTIGATION AT CRIME SCENE AND VICINITY 

Set forth@~ the four pages which follow is 
illustrative material which relates to the general area 
of the ~~1me scene ~nd p~rticularly to the rooming 
house at. 42·2½ South Main Street (where the Unknown 
Subject o~~upied Ro@m 5-B and from which rooming house 
the shot was fired) and Canipe Amusement Company, 424 
South MaiQ. Street (in fr@nt of which numerous items 
were found and which were reportedjy dropped or thrown 
down by- th~ Unknown Subject as he ran south on the east 
side of·Ma;i:.n Street) .. The illustrative material is as 
follows:· 

· ·1) A plan view diagram of the crime 
scene area 

2) ·A composite photographic front view 
of the east side of 410-424 ·south Main Street 

. 3) A floor plan diagram of a rooming house 
located @n the second floor of two 
separate buildings over 418-424 South 
Main Street, the address of this rooming 

. bouse being 422½ South Main Street . ·.· ·. · ·. 

· 4) A map of part of the city of Memphis, 
.. TennesseeD showing the relationship to 

the ·crime $Cene of York Arms Company, 
where Unkn@Wn Subject purchased binoculars 
which were later recovered; Oliver Rexall 
·nrug Storce 9 where the Unknown Subject had 
purchased~ shaving kit which was. later 
recovered; and the Rebel Motel, where the 

· Unknown Subject was registered ,o.n the ni~bt 
.. of April 3, 1968, under the name ERIC s. 

GALT. 
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MULBE"R-RY 

PARKING 
·-·AREA-

. . 
1,,;... __ ..=.,:::::;;,.---.J• . 

O ~"i~~,6~~ <~i~d~;~--;:. ·;i:;·'~f- roo~ini 'ho~stk¼E'ffe.'M 
f) Point_ where Dr.\King was shot 

424 - Canipe Am~sement Co. 

@ 422~ - S. ent-ra-'ce(stairway)to rooming 
house, 2~ floor 

422 - Cohn and C I • - _ -

@ N. ~ntra nee (s ta iiwa y) to rooming house; _ 
._ 2nd floor ; - · 

420-418 - Jim's ~r,il __ 
Jndicates 2nd floo~ area of rooming house 
from 418-424 with two entrances marked · 
.A and B . - . 

-© Space for 3 .ca.rs be"t:ween fire· plug -and 
drive~y _ _ 

@_concr.ete ··retainer wall 

--1--1'9' ~bite Mustang ~een here ,about 4:00pm r. ~~ h~r · 1 -

2·,ll)i '\\bite MllStang seen h~re between approx.·· -- r~l4:.45 pm_and 6:00 pm 1 
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PERSONS AT ROOMING HOUSE, 
422½ SOUTH MAIN STREET 
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• • F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A"""'p._r_i_l_S ..... ,_1_9_6_8_~ 

Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER: Resident Manager, rooming 
house located at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee,.Police Department, at which time-she furnished 
the following information: 

Between 3:00 P.M~ and 3:30 P.M. on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER if she had a room. She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
it. .Mrs. BREWER showed him Room No .. 8, which is located in 
the southwest part.of the building, and the individual put his 
head into the .doorway and after looking, stated that this. 
-would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping roo~~ Mrs. BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said 1t·would be fineo At this 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-a·. She and this individual then returned 
to he~ office. The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week. 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 
be for one week, and MrsQ BREWER replied $8.50. WILLARD then 
put his hand into his right trou~er pocket ~nd withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to· 
her. She gave him change in denominations of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar billse When WILLARD-arrived at the 
rooming house, Mrs. BREWER did not not·ice any luggage in his 
possession, ~or during the brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence, 
line _of business, or mode of transportation. WILLARD was not 
required to sign any type-of register, and the only written 
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8.50, which was made out in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWER. 

Mrs. BREWER was unable to state if WILLARD retu~ned 
9 

On __ 4/_5/_6_8 __ at __ M_e_m-=p'--h_i_s_,_,_T_e_n_n_e_s_s_e_e __ _,,File # ---=M=e=m=p=h=i=s,.___,4....,4=---=1..,.9....,8...,7.....--,,-.. 

by __ S_A_RO_B_ER_T_F_. -"-BO_· Y_L_· E_:_j_a_p ________ Date dictated __ 4_/'-8--'/_6_8_· --,----
' This document contains neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusi.ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and, is loaned to 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be d1str1buted outside your agency. · 
--·' 
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to Room 5-B o~ if he left the b~ilding at any time after 
renting Room 5-B~ Mrs. BREWER did not again observe WILLARD 
after 'he rented the room. 

Mrs. BREWER•s husband returned home from work at 
5:25 P,.M. on April. 4i 1968j) and at that time Mro and Mri:i .. 
BREWER. commenced their dinner. After dinne~ Mr'o .BREWER 
then turned on the television set and was watching the 
uRawhide" television programs and Mrs .. BREWER did the 
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the dinner dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also $at down to wa:tch the 0 Rawhide99 television 
program~ Within a matter of a couple of minutes 1.' Mrs o BREWER 
heard what she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back 
of her rooming house. Mrs. BREWER believed that this must 
have been around 6:00 PoM• o~ April 4, 1968. She advised 
her husband that she thought it was a gun shot. Her husband 
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the building. Upon 
arriving at this point,Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the 
back door; howeverp a law enfor@ement officer was in the back 
of the building and instru~ted both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return. to their apartment. Mrs. BREWER 
did not hear any noise ~uch as ~omeone running through her 
building after hearing the gun shot, and the only noise she 
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and screaming 
near the ba~k of her building toward the Lorraine Motel. 

Mrs- BREWER examined ca~h that she had on hand 
and determine~ that. she had th~ee $20.00 bills in her . 
possession. She was unable to specifically pinpoint which 
$20 .. 00 bill was furnished to 'her by WILLARD for payment of 
his room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available the following 
described· twenty dollar Fe~eral Reserve Notes: 

(1) Series 

(2) Serie$ 

(3) Series 

Mrs. BREWER 
of WILLARD: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

1963-As Serial No. Fl4002844A 

1963-Ag Serial No. Hl6164663A 

1963~ Serial No. F06445143A 

furnished the following 

White 
Male 

description 

Approximat®ly 35 years 
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Height: 

• 
5' lP9 to 6' 
180 p@1lllndsi Weight~ 

Btll.ild: 
Appearance: 

Medi11'00 (carried weight well) 
Real neat looking, clean 
9llluiven.o 

Mrso BREWER stated th~t WILLARD appeared to have a . 
~mile or a sneer on hi~ fa©e during their entire conversation; 
did not app~ar as though h~ was the outdoors type; was 
wearing a dark sport jacket o~ ~hort jacket 9 a~ he did not 

~' I h:ave to .pull the jacket back when he l'>c@ached his right hand, 
into his pocket for hi~ money; did not notice any rings or 
watches; paid no attention,to hi$ shoe~)> pantsp shirt 1 

or whether he had on a tiej but wasi quite positive that he 
did not have a hat; did not give the appearan©e of needin~ 
a haircut, nor was he wearing a mustache or any long sideburn$; 
paid no particular attention to mis teeth while he was talking 
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face, 
including nose 9 mouth 9 ears 9 chin 9 or eyebrows~ 

Mrs~ BREWER claim~ that she did not particularly 
look at this individual a~ ~he did not like the smile or 
sneer that he had on his fa©®. 

Mrs. BREWER did ree~ll that when she pointed out 
,the bathro@m facilitie~ to WIUARD 9 ~@e told him that everyone 
in the area of hi~ room wa~ usually q~iet but that the guy next 
to him u~ually drink~ a little bit. Mr$~ BREWER claimed that 
WILLARD the:n stated 9 n1 take a beer once in awhile mysel:f.u 
Mrs. BREWER claimed that $he tol~ him that was all right as 
long as he ~tayed in hi~ room and kept quiet. 

Ml'~o BREWER wa$ unable to state wh@ther any of the 
other roomer$ at her rooming ho~~e had an opportunity to 
either observe or ha:ve any c@imta~t with WILLARD!) nor was she 
able to furnish any addi ticnal :inf@rm.:atioIDi conce!"nin.g .. J 

WILLARD's activitie~ duriThg the brief p@riod that he resided 
at her rooming ho~~®o She claims that she does not believe 
that she would rereogni:JZe 'this individual again ·trom a . · ·· 
photograph or if ~ha had a~ opportunity to see him in person~ 
but qualified thit€ by stating that sihe probably wou.ld be 
able to reoogni~e him from the ~mile or ~neer that he had on 
hi~ face if she were able t© @b~e~ve that in the future. 

11 
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 
information concerning hi$ personal background or volunteer 
any information concerning his reason for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WILLARD's speech was "just like the rest 
of us around here~n and that hi:s vocabulary and accent were 
not out of place in her ro©ming house& Ml"s. BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD first looked in Room 8g he remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping r@om a~ he would not be in the 
room in the daytime 9 just at nighto 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 4/13/68 Date---------~ 

Mrs. FRANK (BESSlll::E) BUWR9 Room 2, 422½ South Mal.in 
Street, ~empb.is, Ten!!llessee~ wllllo mm&!n~ges the roomi!!llg house at 
this address a~d Who ha~ be®!lll interwie~ed previously by Agents 
of the FBI, telepho!!llically @ontacted the mx Office on April 10, 
1968, at ~hich time ~be ~eq~~sted to be co!!lltaeted by an FBI Agent. . . 

Mrs. BREWER was c~~ta@ted by SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON 
and Lieutenant Wo s. SCE~LTZD Homi~ide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Dapartme!!llt, at whicb time she adwised t~at she was beginning to 
receive mail from illildi w:id.~al~ l!Jlimkl!lolio/!lll to her. She displayed an· ... ,. 

envelope postmarked April 1 9 1968 9 at Niagara Falls, New York, 
bearing the returD 2dd~~~~, Mr~8 zuc~o, 518 Ferry Aven~~, 
Niagara Falls, New York 9 in which~~~ lo©at$d a one-page band­
writte~ letter, which letter refe~red to newspaper publicity 
idellltifying Mrs. BREWER as oper~ting a 9•rflop house, 0 the writer 
of the letter referring to the fact th&t Mrs. BREWER should· 
0 buy some paint'8 and ending by- st~ting 9 

981' 11 bet you even have 
cockroaches!" 

A second e~velope ~~~ postmaim.rked April -7, 1968, at 
-~s Moines, Iowa, which contained a printed religious tract 
and.--neither the envelope ll'.U>r the trim.ct identified the sender .. 

.. , . 

. ,<JJ.·:J;he o@casiolll tof/tl!Jlts: contact With ,~s ~,,_BREWER, 
she furni~hed the following inf@rm~tion: 

Sb.~l'ftatedl she V,$!l'i!.t®dl to poimit out that she 
has previously forgotten to &dwise officers of the 
Police Dep~rtment &nd FBI Agents tllnat at the time she 
rented Room 5-B to & ~tra~ger uing the n~e of JOHN 
WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there wms ~ sm~ll, cheap 
che~t of drawers, blond in ~olor, in front of the east 
~indow on the south wall of Room 5=B, whereas after the 
shooting of Dr .. Klt:NG and Willen she next saw Room 5 .... 13 9 , 

that chest ot dr~wers,w~s sitting ai.g~inst the west wall 
of that -roem ai.nd the:te'e '$1~S a. @blfal.il' :siitting in. .. front of 
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• 
that wind@w~ She ~tated she w~s p@i~ti~g this out since 
this would indic~te th~t the @©cupant of the ~@@m 
definitely handled thi~ che~t @f d~awers. 

Mrs~ BREWER ~tated that $1~ce inte~vi~wed 
pr~vio~sly, she had be®n trying t@ think of anything 
else which might ~s~ist in ide®tifyi~g the guest who 
used the name of JOHN WILLARD., She :stra.ted as she h:is 
discussed the m~tter with her husband a@d thought m@~e 
about it 9 the one thing which impre~~ed her most about 
the appearance of thi~ i~dividu~l was the fact that when 
~he first cracked ope~ the door to her room after this 
ma~ knocked, she observed that he w~a standing at the 
do~r with an u~usual $mile on his faceo She went on to 
$tillt® that she would describe the ~mile tas a 0:sneerH or 
a Hsmirk~" She stated that she ©gnimo-t be m@!l."e specific 
ether tha~ to stat~ that she w~s impressed by this 
expression en this mau 0

~ fac®p as th@ugh he w~re trying 
to smile for no reaso~o She ~tated that she did not 
interpret the smile~~ an effort to be flirtatious. 

She also stated that her iThiti~l impressien 
of thi:ai man was that he did not ~qfit in'9 with @tber 
te~ants in this ro@~irng h@u~eo She p@i~ted ©ut that this 
.r@@ming house i~ l@©(ated in a p@@rel' ~ectiol!! of town 
where most of the te~ants are @l~&r' p@@ple @!" others 
with limited income,~ ~ui:aber of wh@m a!"e ~lc@holics, 
and this ma@ was clean Mfild tte$tly d:!r@~$ed 1 giving the 
impression that he co~ld ~btain lodging in nicer 
surroundings. 

Mrs. B~EWER at thi~ time ~ttempted to recall 
the word2 used by thi~ person. As ~he r®calls 1 when she 
went to the do~r and e~~~ked open the do@r, leaving the 
chia:in faste~ed, the miu:i. '~ first w@rdi!Sl wiere 9 g~Do you have 
a ro@m for rent?'n She :iuiswie!"e<d il.li!. the ia.ffirmative and 
amked him whether he wunted a r«»@Illli by the week or by the 
month~ He repliedg as nearly as $he can recall~ by 
St$_ting simply p oi:sy the weeke II~ At this p@illilt she 
unfastened the chain which ~~cured tbs partially opened 
d@@r and w~lked dire~tly to Re@m 8 l@c~ted in the s@uth 
wing of this ro@ming house& Sh~ ~t~ted t~at the man 
followed her to the room ~~d lo@k®d inside the room but 
never actually entered the room 1 ~t ~hi~b time his words, 
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• 
asi nearly as :she .c&ul\ r>e©~llp 'W®J.l'."® 9 ~~wcell 9 I d@tm't need the 
st@ve and ~efriger~t@r ~i@ce l w@@vt b~ d@i~g aay c~oking. 
I ww..s tld~k:».3:].g m.@!'@ @f ii!. $ ll.<eepirmg l'@@JM!., ~j 

At thi~ p@i@t IDf$o BREUR @x~l~ifiled that the 
only vwicaimt t~sleepaing :ir@@i®l'!il {@11." r@@am wwitlh ll'll.@ stove and 
~efriger~tor) which ~h® h@d in either wiimg @f the 
r@@ning h~~$e was R@@m 5=B i@ th@ n@~th wi~g. She 
thel'ef@~e immediately walked from R@@~ 8 i~ the south 
wing across the ®n©l@~ed w~lm~y which c@~~ects the 
south wing to the @@rth ~i~g @f th® r@@ming house, 
a~d thereafter to R@@m 5=Bo Ag~in she w~lked in front 
cf the man. As so@n as ~he ope~@d the d©@r to R@om 5-B, 
th@ man immediately ~t~ted th~t be w®uld t~ke that room. 
She then walked to her r@@m in th® south wing cf the 
buildi~g 9 foll®wed by the umik~@WII~ llMl.~, who paid her 
$8.50aas outlined previou~ly by her 9 f@r th~ rent @f 
Room 5-B for one week i@ adv$~©®~ 

Mrs. BREWER ~t~t~d th~t OO©$t @f the rooms in 
this ro@ming house c~n b® $@©ured only with the use of a 
padl@ck 1 and after sh@wil!llg thi$ individual Room 5=B, she 
removed the padlock f~@m the do©~ a@d took the p~dl@ck 
with her to her ro@m. She stated it is necessary that 
t®nants put up a deposit if they secure th~ padl~ck, but 
thi~ tenant did ~ot inquire~~ to hw h® ~@~ld look the 
do~r a~d did not req~~~t the padl@~k aThd ~ keyo She also 
added that she did n@t e%plmin t@ him the method of 
locking the door @r th~t it w~s ~ece~~ary that h~ put up 
~ deposit in ord@r to obt~i~ the padlock. 

She st~ted at this p~i~t that she had been 
somewhat unnerved wh~~ whe fi~~t l@@k®d at this man, at 
which time he had th@ u@w~~~l ~mile@~ his face, or 
appearred to be ttsm.®eE'iimg1

~ w.t !bl@!", &!!'Mi the1!."eafter she made 
a point of having a~ little to d© wit~ him~~ possible, 
always walking i~ fromt @f him ~nd ~voiding all 
UlllllM:'!!C®Ssary ~©DV<elf~at ti@Tu @l' d®$. :U.@g(§l With him e 

Mrs. BREWER ~~s $Sked wh@th®~ ~he n@w feels 
that she c@uld ide~tify thi$ m~To if ~he $ee~ him again. 
She ~tated that sh@ th@ught ~h@ might be $ble to identify 
this m3~ if $he~®®~ him ~g~i~. She ~t~ted the man used 
n@ $l~Thg er U@@:iJ$W~l ®xpr®~~i@m ~~@ ~~@ c@uld not ~sscciate 
his ~ccent with ®nJ p$rticul~~ ~W®®p ~dding he had no 
particul$r ac@®~t. · 
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She al$@ ~t~t~d th~t sh® i~ p@sitiv@ she h~~ 
never see~ this msin b®f©r®& She p@i@ted ~ut that she has 
@nly-been(handling the re~tal @f th® r@ou ~t this 
rooming house since H~r~h 12 9 1968 9 hi@wever 9 aimd she 
w@uld have no way @f k~@wi~g whether ~e stayed at this 
rooming house pri@r t@ t~at tim®. 

She st~ted that at the time she became the 
landlady at this ro@ming h@~se 9 R@@m 5=B was occupied 
by an elderly man by the ~a~e of C~DODORE STEWART. 
This man was ill as @f Maircb 12 9 1968~ and she believed 
that it was ~n March 1~ 9 1968 9 th/at he W~$ taken to a 
Memphds_ hospital. A @@uple @f days l~terg probably on 
either March 13 @r 14p 1968 9 thi$ m~n dieitio The room 
had not been rent~d fr@~ th~t time u~til the time the 
stranger using the n~m® of JOHN WlLURD re@ted this room. 

She,u~der~t~nds that a number of different 
persons have acted int~® c~pacity @f rental agent fGr 
this rooming h@u.se in re({;ent mcmths, il!ll.eluding Mr. · -
WYATT MADDOX, who is now a clerk ~t t@e Tri=State Hotel 
located nearby, Mr. MADOOX never havil!1l.g lived in this 
rooming house, however, and app3r@ntly having acted as 
rental agent f@r @nly a $h@rt peri©d @f time. Another 
individual wh@ handled th~ re~tal @f room in this 
r@~ming house was H~ R. THOMP~ON 9 $l!ll. @l~ drunki according 
to other tenants, wh@ n®v~r lived in the r@@mi!llg houseo 
One other rental agent ~t tbw r@@miimg h@l\llSe. pri~r t@ 
the time Mr$. BREWER !el.$l~Wla®Jd. the~~ dutires W!i.:S I' o V • 
SAMMONS, whCfl $he underst$.lli00 i$ n@W,'B-t the bdiscn Hotel 
in Memphis. She is Sllll"® that Mr. ~AWOl'S wias the rental 
agent in J~nu~ry 1968 9 b~~®d @n ©@pi@s @f receipts in 
her receipt bo~k. She re@$lled that M'f'. SAMMONS stabbed 
his wife while hew~~ rent$l agent ~t this r@omi1t1g h~use 
aDd the matter received publicity. 

Mrs. BRDIR advi$®d that m@~t @f the occupants 
of rGoms in this r@@~i~g h@~e ~r~ m@re @r less permanent 
tenants 9 although shed@®$ @c~~~i@n$lly r~nt a vacant 
ro@m t@ traMients for @nly one ~ight. 

Mrs. lmDi1R ~dvised that ther@ are 10 ~eparate 
apartment~ @r rO@m$ i~ th@ $@~th wi~g @f th:1$3 r©@mi~ 
h@U$e and ~ix sep~r~t@ ~p~rtment~ or r@@• in. the n@rth 
wing. The six r@~m i~ the ~@rth wi~g ~r® r~fe~red t@ as 
_1-B, 2=B 9 etc o s wh®re~~ the r@@m$ ~n. the -~outh wing have 
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~@ letter @f the alph~b@t f@ll@Wi@g th® ~@@m ~Mmber. 
Sme furnished the f@ll@wi@g imrfo~m~ti@@ ©@@~e~~i~g the 
statU$ of these r@®M ~s @f Ap~il 4 9 1968 9 whe@ t~e man 
using the n:ame JOlm w:n:.JLJiiftD it:he©-ked. i@t@ R@®!ffill. 5=B~ 

(Ro@ms are ~l1lfil!.be~e~ i@ $ c@unter-~l@~kwi~e @rder, 
starting with R@@m N@& 1 i@ tfue ~@ut~W@$t c@r@@r of 
this wing of the r@@ooing h@u~®~) 

R@o~ l - V1a©ant 

R@@m 2 = @~©upie@ by Mlt". a~d Mx'~. BREWER and 
rerfi&r!"@d t@ IBl~ tlhle "@f:ff i©@. H 

Room 3 = gceupied by Ml".· BERTIE L. REEVES; 1 an 
eld®~ly ~a~ wh@ is retiwed a@d w~@ appears 
to be re~~@Th~bly we~p@~ible. She ~tated 
that M!r¢ REEVE~ ©b® @@t @f hi$ ~@om mbout 
the~~~® ti~@~~ Mr. a~d Mr~o BREWER after 
all heard wh~t they believed t@ bs ·~ sh@t 
ab@ut 6:ij@ p.m., April 4 1 ,19680 · 

Room 4 - ®>©trn.pi@d. by HOWARJJ VfflCCl9 8Ull @ldl®l" man, 
chr@~i© ~l©@~@li~g w~@ ~@rk~ ~~ ~ ma~dyman 
at Jim '81 01!.''ill l@©®ted llil!ElfU'.'bJ 9 but 1rh<0 ias 
of April 4~ 1968 9 ~a~ kimoo@ by M!'$3o BREWER 
%~ h3we b~®~.d~uillik f@~ tw@ day~. Mi's. 
BREWD $tated ~h~ k@e~ that VANCE·wa~ in 
hi~ r@@~ ~~ @f 6g00 p.mo 1 April 4 9 1968, 
b~t $he al~@ kllilew that h@ h~d b@e~ @llil a 
tw@~d3y ru:"~Tok ~~d th~t rne'did llil@t ~@~e 
@ut @f his r@@m~ 

Ro@m 5 = OCCQpied by T~ Lo ME~~ER 1 £ ~~~ 15 to 80 
y@~rs ©f ~g®~ ~ho h&~ b@ellil ill r~cently, 
wh@~@ h@@~iimg i~ v~ry defe~tive, am who 
w~s in hi$ ~@@m ~~ @f th~ ti~e @ft~~ 
shw@ti~g. MT$~ JRREWER ~@d®d 9 howeve~, 
t~at du® tw ME>. US~]mis ~g® a~d hiw 
phy$ic~l ~nd m~@t$l @@~diti@n, Mr. MESSER 
still d@®® m@t unde~~tarnd wmt ~ctually 
ocou~red %@d ©@ntim~®~ t@ ~~k wh~t ~11th® 
ezcite~e@t W~$ ab@ut wh@@ p@lice @fficers 
and FBI Agettt~ qw®~ti@~ed oo~~pa~ts @f the 
bu:ildi@g" 
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Ro@m 6 = Va©~@to Ma~ by t@@ Th~me @f SA!im'EL WXUON, 
wh@ sh® u@d@r$t~noo h@d been~ te~ant for 
several m@@ths 9 v~~~tsd thi$ re@m @n 
April 3v 1968. 

R@om 7 = @!lc~pied by FMRK M$ ~m.El 9 a~ elderly 
W$@ wh@ i~ ~ chr@ni© $!C@h@lic, Wh© W$$ 
al$@ d.E'@Thk a@d i~ h~ ro@m ~~ of the time 
of the sh@@ting. She ~tat'@d that MARLEY 
did n@t c@me @ut @f his r@@m around the 
time @f the ~h©@tiimg. 

Ro@m 8 - Vacant. (This i$ th® r@om which Mr$~ 
BRDW first ~h@'OO'<ed ·. t~ the .ms.mt us iirag ths 
name JOB WILIARID~) 

Room 9 - Oc~upi@d by &ROW CARTER 9 a man 55 to 60 
ye~r~ @f %ge~ u@e~pl@yed, wh@ receive~ 
welf~re ~h@~k~' £~d who~~~ a physical 
~fflicti@~o (She ~t~ted @~e @f his ha~ds 
is def@rmed @r Har%Wlr!l. Ulp., 0il) She stated 
this ~~n ~ls@ dJfinbz CO~$ider~bly~ She 
d@es rn@t believe h~ ~$S h©>liile at the time 
of the sh@@t ing,. 

Room 10 = ~ccupied by LEONARD EATON, ~ge 60 t@ 65 9 

who $h@ m@dew~t~~d$ tw be a l@@g=time 

NORTH WING: 

resident $t this ro@mi~g b@~sei who rep@rtedly 
formerly worked on a river bo~t. She ~t~ted 
it i~ he~ impre$Si@~ th~t h@ W$S in his 
r~om asle~p ~t the tme of the ~h@oti~g 
and that he t@@ h~d bee~ dl"i~~i~ge 

(Ro@ms on north wing ar@ @wmb@~ed l=B th~@ugh 6=B9 

reading from w~st t@ ®~~t. Th@~® ~@~r~ rnavi~g numbers 
have numerals only @n t~®~s but all @f the terma~t~ 
understand that 'ttfhe @®$aliglm&-ti@ru @f ~9B 99 we:fe.w~. t@ the __ ,/ 
rooms in the n@rth wing&) 

Room l=B ~ (l@cated W@~t @f ~ ~@rth=~@uth h~llw$y 
whi©h c@®fill®©ts t@ ~~:@rmcloo~d w~lkw~y 
C@ID!fill@©ti!!!g the tw@ wirmgs @f: the l'@@m.imi.g 
b~~~@) ®©@@~i@d by M-1:"So JE~SXE L~ LEDBETTER, 
a widow w@@ ~b@ u~d@~starmds h~s resided at 
this ~~dr'@~m f@r ~@m~ 8 t@ 10 yearso Mrs. 
LlmBE'ffD im ttd®mf ID!lilli&'.- ., . 
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Room 3-B - vacant. 

R@@lm 4-B = bcteupied by W!UI~ ANamTZ, employed·at 
bu·ir1all Tr~oof~t Comp8l!ny. Mrs~ BREWER 
later learl!MNi i that MJt' • ANCHUTZ 
i@p@rtedly saw the maim ru~ning down the 
hall f@ll@wing the sh@@ting and had some 
conversation with himo 

". ~ ,-

Room 5-B = Room @c.cupied by ,the man using name· " . -· 
JOHN WILLARD and which X'@(O):m had not··.·.· 
been rented since f@rmer tenant, 
COMMOOORE STEWART, died ab@ut March 13 
or 14, 1968. 

Ro@m 6=B ~ Occ@pied by Mr. and Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS. 
Mr. STEPHENS is an unemployed tuberculosis 
patireJat and his wife is presently confined 
to her bed. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/7/68 

WI~IAM.CHARLES ANSCHUTZ" 422½ South Main, Ap$rtment 
4B,, Memphis, advised that he is employed by the Firestone · 
Tire and·Rubber Company, 1054 Ftrestone Avenue, Memphis. 

He· r.et.urned home frcml _ work about 2: 30 p .. m., 
April• 4-., 1968~ Miss JESSE_ LEDBETTER" a neighbor in Apartment 
l.B, ,came to his room to watch television. They watched television 

... threugho~t the afternoen. 

_ on two occasions during· the afternoon, A~CHUTZ tn·~4 
to get -into the bathreom at. the end of the hall tcf';~11r .out - _·,,. ··:. ', 
some water he had used to wash dishes .. · Eaoh time '.someG:t'le ,. 

~ ; 
was in-the ,bathroom. The second time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroom, another n~igbbor,, CHARLIE STEVENS of Apartment 6B, 
told ANSCHUTZ that a new-tenant who rented Apartment SB 
was in the bat.hroomo · ANSCHUTZ did not· know the exact · . 
time of his attempts to get tnto the.bathroom, but he indicated 
these attempts were only a few minutes apart~ He does not. knew 
how long the new tenant was ·in the bathroom., but it flf!•ed like 
a long time to him. · · 

Later ANSCHOTZ heard a shota He had been watching 
television for·sorne time, but he did not have any idea what 
time it- was. He got up -and went to the door. As he opened 
it a man came down the hall. ANSCHt:JTZ thought the man came 
out .of Apartment SB, but he could not tell for sure. 

The man was running and. as be passed ANSCHUTZ's 
door, he bela· his hand· and am over his face s~ ANSCHUTZ • ... ,✓ 
could not get.a good ·1ook at himo As the man passed ANSCHUTZ, 
ANSCHUTZ said, "_I· thought I heard a shot!" The man answereq, 
"Yeh, it. was ·a shot." - · · 

The man ~as carrying .something under his arm. It. 
appeared to be so~ething long and was wrapped in what looked 
like· a blanket. ANSCHUTZ thought it might bf# a 9\111. . 
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··ANSCHUTZ knew that the shot had been fired nearby, 
but he could not tell if it came from the bathroom or from 
apartment 5B. He had never seen the man or talked to him 
until he saw the man running down the hall. He thinks the 
man went down the stairs to Main Street, but he did not follow 
him. 

Afte~ittlle man had run down the hall, CHARLIE STEVENS 
came out of his apartment 1 and said he had also heard a shot. 
ANSCHUTZ' ·went into the bathroom, and looked out the window. A 
police of"ficer in the backyard yelled for him to get aw~y 
from the window. ANSCHUTZ heard a girl say that the shot ~ad 
come from the window. ·· 

After leaving the bathroomj ANSCHUTZ went to the. 
other side of the roominghouse, and told the landlady, 
Mrs. BREWER, that he ba_d heard a shot. Then he went back t~r 
his room to watch television. To the best of his kn<:>wl~qg1i1F ~ • • 

ANSCHUTZ cannot remember the man having any . other luggaget~~..,, ~;$.~~~ , 
except the object that was wrapped up in the blanket. ;ri,·, - · · 

ANSCHUTZ describes the man as follows: 

Height: 
Build: 
Age: 
Clothes: 

6' 
Slim 
30 9 s 
Did not seem to be wearing a 
coat. 

ANSGHUTZ did not see the man 1 s face because the man 
covered it with his arm and hand. ANSCHUTZ does not think he 
could identify the man if he saw him again. ANSCHUTZ said be: 
had not been drinking at all during the afternoon. He had to 
stop drinking for health reasons. 

ANSCHUTZ advised that JESSE LEDBETTER is-a deaf mute. 
She can read and write and can speak ·sign language. ANSCHUTZ 
does not know if she saw the man when he ran past the door. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_10_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, Room 6-B, second flo9~, 
422½ 8. Main Str~et 9 fm."inishecd the followim.g information to 
Lieutenant J. D. HAMBY, Homicid<e Bwreau, Memphis Police 
Department, alDld SA FRAMKLltN .L. JOHNSON: 

Mr. STEPlBIENS$ wlho statecdl h~ is 46 years of age, 
and his wife o<e1Cupy 2 rooms in. the north wilDlg of .a rooming 
house j. the address of whiclll i$ 422½ S. Main Street. This 
~ooming house actually cover~ the second floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS 1 room being located in the 
north ·building in the southeast corner of the north building. 

Sometime in the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in. thie:1b." room. His wife, who has .• 
:recently been in the hospital for an extended period of 
~.ime, was in bed in. th~ir ~ombinatio!Ol of living-bedroom~ 
He was in the kitchen, ~hich i~ ea~t of the living-bedroom. 
He was repairing a radio Oll'll a tabl~ located at the north 
wall of the kitc.che:n. Immediately Imolrtth···· of him is a common 
bathroom which is looated at the east e:nd of an east-west 
h:allway in the nortlbi buildiimg. While nee was repairing the -
~.a¢ti o, he heard what h.e is cert aimi. wa~ a sho'ff; , ·and he is t -·.f t 
cert.ain that shot came fJrom iU'!le ~atlnJr>oom from a point 
within• just a few feet of whelfe lblcet wa~ sitting. He h_as no 
way of knowing 11:h.e time but can. oimly estimate it was sometime 
between 5:00 and 6:00 PM. 

Upon bea~i~g this shotg he walked out of the kitchen 
through his 'livil!Jlg-bedlt"oom and opeimed the doolt° leading onto . 
:the hallway alilld obs~:irved a man ?'Ulmlllling west down this hallway 
~ll'!ld this man was carJryillilg a lairge - b.11.u.ra<dlle of some kind. He 

.would estimate that this bul!lldle or package was at least 
3 or 4 feet lol!Jlg am.d 6 to 8 in~he~ thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bu~dle only mamentalt°ilyp he gained the impress~on 
th.at the bulill<tHe was wJrapped in ~<001~thing 9 p.ossibly a newspaper-. 
This man con.tin.ue<d ruimiming to the en<d o~ the hallway turning 
left (south) alilld appaJrently theireafte~ ran down the stairway, 
olnl.to the street, although he couJL<d not actually see the man 
going down the stai~way& 
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It imMediately ~c~Ul"l"®~ to Mt. STEPHENS that 
this wa~ the same maim h® had s~@im @al"lie~ in the afternoon, 
possibly around mid-aft~l"lThOOlOlp staim~ilOlg at the door to · 
r-oom. 5-B which i~ lb«::ateid i!illi.lme@iately w@~t of Mr. 
ST,EPDNS !J liviimg-bedroom. Jffi<B ~tated · tl'mat. aroulOld mtd­
afte~ttoolTh he had se®lOl a man with Mrs. BREWER standing in the 
hallway at th@ elTht:irallll«::e to i:roomm 5-B lookiimg i:mto room 5-B. 
He $aw the maim's left side •. Th@ mallll had nothing in his hanas 
at .:t•he time. He asetumed thil§l was som.e new guest looking 
at a room & 

MX'o STEPlllmNS'sta'ited that he- aimdl his 'Wife remained 
i!pl thei:ir. room the' west of the afti&lflThOOllll. He pOinted out that 
he, Mr. STEPJHIENS,"is a·1 d:i&ilabled veit®ran·who lha.~1 been treated 
for tubel'culosis,··alrlld ·h~ spexmql5l mo~rt of his tim~ in his rooms 
iith''.J:li~ wife whcc/iit''al$o"ill .aTud who··at pieseit is a bed 
patient. 

Sometim@ after se®iimg thi~man with Mrs. BREWER, he 
hea~a ~omeone in l'O©m 5-8 an~ a~~wned the man hehad seen 
~ad rented the room ll:llext idoo1r. Hei ~t.ate«i tm t'. he recalls 
on s®ve~al diff~l"@~t occa@ion~ hea1ri~g foot~tep~ in this room 
and also leaviimg from thi~ :t>ooim pa:Ftt hi~ {Mr .• S'lrEPlBIENS vs) 
room and into th® ~om.m.on bath1roo~ at the ea~t end ~f the 
hall. He ~as also V®l'Y much a~al"@ that when the person went 

from 1roam 5-B to the , 'batlh.:irioom 9 that p®lt"l§10fill remained in the bath­
room. fol" a considle?rable P®X'iOd of timm@. He polnt.:ed out that 
thi$ · i~ palfticula:irly ll'!!.oti<eeabl® Bi!ll.\~e. this i~. a common bathroo,qi 
'Whichmust be uiSlenifby,.:a imumb®l' of @iffereimt tenant~. He , ,, 
also sp~cifically· icecalled that only on orme occasion did , .· 
he heax- the commo<dle. b@ii:mg flushed a!ll.\td ne ~aiSI therefore cu:riou, 
as to why thi~ per~oim wa~ $p@!ll.\dillllg ~o much time ~n the bathroom& 

He state~ that om the la~t occasion that someone 
went f~om ~umbe~ 5=B to the batlrufoom prior to the time he 
heawd the shot 9 he woul~ e~timat@ that that per~on remained 
in the bath:iroom fo1r at lrsa~t 20 to 30, mill'ilutes •. During 
this pe:wioo he heaw<d! no: nbi~e~ <e<O!mni@g, from th~ bathroom. 
p:e al~i0 ~peiicifically w~call$1 that dUE'ilTilg thi$ same period, 
M:w G WILLIS ANCEilll'X'Z (phoimeti<e) p wh@ occupies room 4-B, imnf~di.,,. 
ately we~t of 5=8 w.h<ei:rf@ tlhl'® im@'@f teima.imt appa:irently wa~ located_,. 
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had knoolked o!ll Mr o S1'EPimim3 ~$ <tl](O)roilf' alll\«l 8Slomewhat ~ti, angrily, 
inquired as to who was ~tayilll\g illl\ the bathroom so long. 

It wa!§I at th.~ em.id of thi~ latte,r period «:>f time 
that~. STEPHENS hear~ the ab(O)ve de~cribed shot which he 
was certain came from the batlhuroom •. Be stated that immediately 
after the shot wa~ fired h~ hear~ ~ome people looated across 
the stree\ ea~t of the buildilll\g where he lives, screaming. 
Due to the excitement of the mom~nt 9 ·the fact that people 
across the st~eet illl\ the vi~illl\ity of the Lorraine Motel 
were sc~eaming~ and th® fa~t that hi$ h~ari!llg is not the . 
best, he did !llot hea~ a!llY a<tllditiowal noises caning from the 
bathroom. He pointed out that he would expect to hear a 

''scuff le" coming from th® batm:>oom if the man in· the bathroom 
had fired the shot that kille~ MARTIN LUTHER KING 9 but be 
call'llll'll«>t recall hearing 5n1ch a 0,lls~uffle. 9' He ~tated that he 

Simply has ll'!IO way of kll'llOWill'llg whether the man came out of the 
b atbr.oom 9 well'llt into room 5-B aimd itheim :irall'll out of 5-B down 
the hall toward the froll'llt of the buildingp or whether the man 
in the bathroom rall'll directly f~om the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the froll'llt of the building. He ~tated he did 
hesitate a few moment~ aft~r h@ru.rill'llg the shot and bearing the 
screaming outside before he well'!lt to the door all'll~ looked down 
the hall to see th® man l!."U!IIl!IIling cawrying som~thing in his hand. 

Mr. STEPlBIEMS advis®d that the O!lllly people in the 
north building of this roO'llling ,hou~e at the time of this 
~ncident we~e (1) Mr. STEPD~S, (2) Mur. STEPHENS es wife, 
who was in bed and who wa~ nev@l!." i!lll a po~ition to observe ; 
a!llything, (3) Mr. WILLIS ANCH'OOJ'n {phonetic), above,in room 
4-B, who came out of hi~ room and was s~e~ by Mro STEPHENS 
at the same time MX' • STEPHENS ~a\W the man runnillllg down. the . 
hall 9 (4) Mrs. JESSIE LEDEE"ETERP a deaf and dumb lady who re­
sides i!lll iroom 1-B to-wall."«!! the fwont (west) of the'.r1:mr~~tb wing 
or n~tth buildi!IIlg, a!IIld {5) the U!IIlk!IIlowlll ma!lll who had occupied 
room 5-B who was rullllning dowll'!l the hall a,$) previously stated. 

Mr. STE.PEENS stated that Mr .. ANCEUt,1.Z made some remark 
to the unknow~ man wh~ wa~ wunni~g dow~ the hallway and the 
unknown ma~ appa~ently made som@ kind ct~eply. 
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Mr. STEPHENS advi~@d t~at wherea~ he could, hear 
footsteps in 5-B and could hear footsteps between 5-B and the 
bathroom, he -:.at llllO time herurd any «:ol!live:irsation in 5-B, 
and he is certain that there wa~ no conver~ation in 5-B 
f:r>om the time the miew teiruu1t checked iim umitil the time_ . 
he heard the shot. He stated he never heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him the:r'e was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good, it is very ea~y to hear noises 
in the adjoining roolMil of thi~ ~ooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conver~ation coming from th.at room. Mr. ' 
STEPHENS stated that when he saw the new tenant with_ Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-81 he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he saw what he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway carrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. Ee pointed out he never saw 
him directly in front 9 but based upon hi~ observations he 
would describe thi~ per2on as follow~~ 

Name~ 
Race: 
Sex~ 
Age~ 
Height~ 
Weight·: 
Build~ 
Posture~ 
Hair: 

25 

Unknown 
White 
Mal® 
~qin hi~ 30 vs." 
5 y 10-11 V9 

165 pounds 
Avel'age 
Man ~tood erectly 
Described as sandy, also 
<dlescr i be<d as nd ark blond" 
©r·klaving the appearance of 
unwashed sand. 
Further de~cribed btrline 
as rec~ding on left side 
(and presumably on both sides) 
m~i~g it appear he would haYe 
upeaks n on either side but 
with full thick hair toward 
th® frollllt center of his head 

- bceitween the peaks. Hair 
~embed straight back. Normal or average haircut. 
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Dress: 
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Bar~ headed, wearing dark 
suit 
Clea~ shaven, neat appearing 
i.ndividual. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l D te 4/7/68 a --~,--'------~---.-,-

CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B~ 422½ South Main 
st·ree~" Memphis., advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 
l968q he was with his wife at the above addressa He stated 
that at about Jg30 p~m$" ~h the above date, be began working 
on a tabl.e·;m.odel radio of bis which was ~ heed of repairo .. 
He said he·took a radi-o to the kitchen~ placed it on the 
tabllte.which was against t.he wall that wu a:djacent to the 
bathroom which was .used by all tenants·o~ his floero As he 
was working on his r~dio he could hear ;t,hs' man in the next 
apartment to.hi~, Apart!nent SBq l~ave }'tis room several times. 
and go intb ·the bathrGOffl~ Mro STEPHEJS stated that he knew 
it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment SB that 
afternoon becausf:!! he eould hear the door of Apartment SB 
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom, 
the bathrbom door would.open and then close .. 

Mr. STEPHENS said that during th~e various trips ~hat 
the individual in Apartment SB ma.de to the'bathroom h:e failed 
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of 
the last time he was in the bathro@m .. At this time he flushed 
the toilet., He stated that this individuai seemed to be spending 
an undu@ length of time in this. bathrG!om.. At about 6,g00 p.,mq 
on Apri•l 4, 1968a Mr .. · STEPHENS heard a loud no'ise which he described 
as sounding like a guBshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing 
this noise 0 Mr., STEPHENS ·ran from the ki t.Gihen where he was repairing 
his radio to hi$ door that led te the hallway~ H~ stated this is 
only a distance of ;about. 10 to 12 feet .. Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about three 
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper .. He saw 
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying 
to leave the apartment. buildingo As th.iii was·happening WILLIE · 
ANSCHUTZ~ who lived in Apartment 4B~ came out of his apartment 
and went to the pathroom~ ANSCI\iUfZ then told STEPHEN~ to look out 
of his windowo STEPHENS said.that he then looked out of his 
kitchen window which faced the Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying about and people running'screaming in the 
vicinity of the hotel., , . 

27 

On 4/5/68 at Memphis o Ten!l].eS$ee File # _ME __ 4_4_=_1_9_8_7_....,:-__ _ 

SA JOHN W. BAVER 
b~A STEPHEN M .. DARLINGTON J'WBg~aj Date dictated ___ 4.;,_/_S_/_G_S~--
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not ta be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Mlr. STEPHENS ~t@.t@d tlb:®.t the man ~ho was in 
Apartment 5B had che©ked i~ abo@t 3:0@ o~ 3:30 Pom. on 
April 4ii 1968. B@ $tfal.t<ed hie W®.$ i@lUll!?@ of thi~ \M!leause b.e'had 
heard the lmn~lady ~hoving him the apmrtment ~t. that time. He 
~tated he glm.neled o@t of hiw doo!" $1llld got$. fairly good look at 
the main who he dleseribed as; f!lleiX!lg m \Wlkitr5 male; i' 10-lP'; 
~eighing 165 po~nds; ~lernder ~Mild; wuddy @omplexion; sandy 
hair; lhla-d· a lo,nig ~ sh&Irp pointed IID«>:sl@;; wearing wh:m:(!; :appeared to 
be a dark blue or bl&ck ~~it~ white ~~irt and dark tie. 

Mr.. STEPDNS st@. ted thm t tlhe Marn 1Ybo he saw running 
out of the bmthroom ~loli3lely !"®lSlei&bled the m&im who had checked 
i~to Apartment 5B~ H@ ~~id he could ornly s~e the man who ran 
f~om the b~throom from b~hind~ but his gener~l build, hair 
coloring -andl cl<0thes were the smme as the i:ndi vi dual in 
Apartm.eint 5B. 

·Mr o STEPHENS d@:s(rwi"d i. tlme iimdi widua 1 . Ile . saw, running 
OUJ\t of the itiat~woom iW!.S folltf/J'S,: 

.. ~(ll~ 

Sex. 
-Height 
Weight 
Build 
Compicexiollil 
Hair 
Clothing 

.White 
~Male 
fPlO=llu 
165 
Slemvaler 
Ruddy 
Sandy, mlightly O® da~k si4e 
W@m~ing d&rk sMit 

Mr~ · STRPllm~S &dld~d thiID, t he h~d ll'llewer 'taet th~ man who -
cheeked ·iimto Ap®.l't!tll@J.Nt 5B, tmlk®id! to !ld .. !ll., or knew his name. 
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l Date ____ 4/,_6""""/_6_8 __ _ 

Mr's. GRACE JB!ADlB STBPJB!ENS, Apfal.rtm.ent 6=B, 422½ 
Main· .Str.e,t, Memphis, Tenl!llesise<e, furimished the following 
inf orm~t ion: 

Mrs. STEPHENS s~id that she \Hls imi. bed all day 
O!ll April. 4, 1968, as she. lhlas beellll ill fol" several months. 
She advised that she he:BJ.rd a l!lloise, which sounded like 
a firecracker at 6 p.m0 , April '4, 1968. She·said the noise 
sounded to her as if it c~• frooo the y~rd on the east 
side of her apartmeIDlt. She s~id she did mi.ot think anything 
a.bout the noise ~s it was 1Common f@JC> trams to set off 
firecrackers on the tracks ·oll'D. the. east side of her 
apartm.ent. Mrs. SUPifmNS said sh® heard soft footsteps 
coming from 9ut of the b~t!'mro(C)J&1 'which is located adjacent 
to· her apartment, allbd pro©<ei(Sldii:mg-.:rapidly down the hallw~y 
toward the entramce to the apartment building. 

Mrs 0 STIPHENS said she then he~rd screaming 
· a·nd yelling from the east side <0>f her tipartenent near the 
Lorrai~e Hotel at 406 Mulberry Street. Mrs 0 STEPHENS 
said she did not get out of bed at a!ly time on April 4, 
1968, and did not see anyone lea~e the apartment bathroom 
:an.d knows nothirmg else re lat iirng to the 2bowement ioned no:i,se,. 

File# Memphis 44 ... 1987 

S.~is STEPHEN M. .DARL.!NGTON 
by __ ~_n_d_Ji_O_HN_· _w_·~• _BA_U_· Jm. _______ SM_n_-~:g=nm_. --Date dietated __ 4_/_S~/_-G_S ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned_ to 
your agency; it and its contents ~e not to be distributed outside ·y·our agency. · 

·'' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



·-~-...--....--·-------- ....,.- ·,-- -·· . --·.-·- ·-·---•....--... ··· ----- __ .. __ ....., ... .,.. .. - ---· ----

• F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

' I 
I 

FEDERAL BUREAU 'OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_1_0_/6_8 ____ _ 

Mr. BERTIE Lo R~EVES, Eo~m 3 9 wouth wing of rooming 
hou~e looated on ~e©ond floor, 422½ s. Main St~eet, Memphis, 
furnished' the,followiimg information to Lieut~nant J. D. 
HAMBY, Ho~icide Bureau 9 Mempht~·Polic® Department, and 
SA FRANKLIN L. JODSON. Ml!." o DEV.ES 9 'IS!.9l\lo advised be. is 74 years 
of age, retired, fo~me~ly a ~raglin@ operato~, railroad 
fi~eman and hotel clerk, a~vised he has ~esided at this 
address for the- past 8 yeal"s. 

He stated that ~ometill!l\<e in the late afternoon of 
April 4 9 1968 9 exact tim® imot ire~alle)d, he was in his 
room when he heard a sbet. Be irJBm~diately walked out into 
the large hallway at wlhli©h time th® 'Jl~mi.<dlady, Mrs. BESSIE 
B.IUfflER, and her husbani~ FR.Ame, ~ho oc~upy room 2, next 
door-to his room, als~ came out of t~eir ro~mo The 3 of them 
proceeded east <dlown th@ lugi:e hallway cor lobby of this wing 
of the ro0111inig house to th@ east <dloow o As they walked 
down the hallway they hea~d sc~eas coming from· across the 
street to the east of t!ni~ buil©lillilg iim th@ vicinity of the 
Lollll.'aine Motel. ~polll\ arriving at th~ ~ear (east) door, 
poli~e officers in th@ a~ea iMtructed them to get ·back 
.inside ain.d · they did so. 

Mr. REEVES advised he did llll~t ~ee anyone leave the 
build_ing alll\d does imot kDow who fi:ir@d th~ ~hot anid has no 
way of kllllowillllg the exa©t looati@rm of th® shot ·which he 
heard. 

Be adviseu that @arlier illll th~ afternoon of April 4,. 
1968, and pe!'baps arouirad 3~00 PGM., 11 he ha<dl returl'll.ed to his 
room after goiimg to Jim vs Cafe lo:cate«i mt@arby. As he approaohed 
his room; he saw a ~trange man standlimi.g at the door of. the 
lan.dladyrs room. This maim th@Jr(e}aft~i!' left from the vicinity 
of the doo:!t" to th® lalnldlady '~ room!a a!!Mll ~alkei(dl north across 
a hallway to the nowt.h willl.\g of thffl 'roomil.lilg house. He 
pointed out that th@ ~oomiimg hotis® locat~d o~ the second 
floor i~ actually locate~ in two ~iffe~emi.t buildings, but 
the:ire is alli\ e1t11clos~(d, walkway toW9ard. tl'me front ofthese two 

' 
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second floor cal1ll walk from the north building to the south 
huildixng. Th~ :irOoms il1ll th@ llilO~tfui buildiIDlg have a nB" 
nwnber 9 such as l-B9 2-B an~ ~o fortb 9 whereas the rooms 
in the south buil~iK have imo letter of theal,phabet follow­
im.ig the room number~. ·Thi~ new teimamrtt walk~d ;through this 
enclosed walkway :h.0om the $OUth to th~ ._noll:'th building 
where the u5°' :Jr'oom$ awe locat~«i.. He did: not ~~e him again. 
He pointed out that he only ~aw this Du1n_.f~ipm. ine rear · .. 
and right side as the mallll left thee lal$dla~y'~,dpor and walked 
north to the north bµildiirng. 

Mr O REEVES:, furimi~hed th@ fo:u,owing description of 
the man seen by him: 

Name: 
Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Buil;d: 
Hair: 
,Dre~~: 

General Appearaimce~ 
Miscel lam:ieous : 
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tlillllkllllO~ll} 
White 
Male 
25-30 
5 ~ 11 °' to 6' 
16s-11s pouimds, 
A v@ragi;, 
Dall:'k, full'i hea~_ of hair ., . 
Bare headed-,,; 'filil~ dark sui ,t.i: : 

., - ,, ~ , r_;.: i e f 
@i<d not see' ~hfrt oJr tie·. 
''l>ret'ity n@at" 
Mr. ~EEVES stated that 
thi$ mallll definitely was not 
©a~ryillllg anything when he 
~aw him and'the man did not 
say allllything when he was in 
th~ omis presence. 
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/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date--------------~ 

FRANK BREWEl-,422½ South Main Street 9 Apartment 2, 
Memphis, advised that \is wife, BESS!~ BREWER, is the 
landlord of the roominghouse at 422½ South Main, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BREWER works at Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 
1199 Warford, Memphis, Tennessee. He arrived home from work 
abo·ut 5:30 p.m. on April 4 9 1968. He· immediately sat down to 
eat supper. His wife told him that she had rented 
apartment 5B that afternoon, but she did not mention anything 
about the person to whom she rented the room. 

BREWER finished his supper and sat down to watch 
television. He figured the t.ime to be just about 6:00 p.m. 
He heard a loud noise that sounded like a gun, but he 
thought it must be a firecracker. He got up and went to the 
door to see what had made the noise. He opened the door that 
leads into the hall. He heard people-behind the roominghouse 
yelling, ''Oh\ God, help me! 'f He also heard some firernen from the 
nearby fire station running toward the Lorraine Hotel, and 
one of them ~aid, "Someone has been shot. 0 

_' __ BREWER ran to the back door and w -, out on the back 
porch. It took him two or three seconds to u ···1ock the door 
and get~ it open. BREWER figures that the time elapsed from 
when he heard the noise until he stepped onto the back porch 
was abo~t 15 - 20 seconds. 

As he stepped out on the porch, a uniformed officer, 
possibly from the Sheriff 9 s Office 9 ran into the backyard of 
the roominghouse and yelled to BREWER~ '?Get back in the house 
and lock the door. 9f BREWER thought he was from the Sheriff.ts 
Office because he was wearing dark green pants and a tan shirt. 
As BREWER started back inside 9 another officer yelled, 0 The shot 
came from there," and pointed toward the northeast corner of the 
roominghouse. BREWER thought the officer was pointing toward 
either the windows on the northeast corner or the roof. 
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• 
BREWER came back into the apartment house and 

locked the door. He looked out the window and saw two 
policemen on the roof of the building that faces Mulberry Street, 
and is just northeast of the building at 422 South Main. 

BREWER went back to his apartment and sat down. 
He did not hear-anything until WILLIAM ANSCHUTZ, who lives 
in apartment 4B, came to BREWER'S door and yelled, "The guy 
that rented the room ran down the steps 9 and had something 
wrapped up that looked like a gun.u BREWER did not go out 
to look for the man. 

The police came to the door within a minute or two, 
and officers were there the whole night. 

BREWER and his wife have lived at 422½ South Main, 
Apartment 2, since March 12 9 1968. BREWER never did see the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD 9 and, thus, could offer nothing 
conce~ning WILLARDts appearance. BREWER e~amined the rent 
receipts dating back to January 27 1 1968, and could find no 
record of a JOHN WILLARD living here before April 4, 1968. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 4/6/68 Date _________ _ 

Mr. llIOl'Allm OONlU!E VANCE, 422½ South Main S.tr_eet, 
Apartment 4, South Wing, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the 
following information: 

Mr. VANCE said he W$S "int(O)xicated" for the two 
days of April.3 and 4, 1968. He said he went to the bathroom 
twice on April 4, 1968, at 9 aom. and at 3 p.m., and dtd 
not see anyone or hsar anyone <O>llli th«»se two occasions. 
VANCE said he lives alone in his ro~m. He said he was 
completely unaware of any activity outside of his room 
for the tw~ above-mentioned dates • 

. ,/ 
' 

34 

4/5/68 ~emphis, Tennessee Memphis 44-1987 
On ______ at ---,-------------File # ------,----.....,..,..--

• ,.. ~- . r 

SAs STEPHEN .lVf. DARLJiN@TON 
and JOHN W. BAUER . SMDtjgmh/wp 4/5/68 

by ---------------------Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and i~ loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 
\ 

On 

/ - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date 4/11/68 -

· - Mr, :-J., •. t •. :MESSER, 422½ .S@uth Main· Street,- Apartme-nt · 
5 ,._ ~mpb;Ls, · 'Teliiimsssee ,_ furni$hed tb~ · f@llowi~g information:,. 

. . Mr. MESSER·; ·s:p®akini in· a_ very loud- tone, stated 
that'Jle was extrem~ly ba~d of_ bearing.and was almost deaf • 

.. _ lki --state~ that he (lid not kn@" amiyth:ing had. b.appened tbat : 
WclS, ~ut· of 'the :ordinary on April 4~- 1968 ,- and th.at he was in 
his_ room the· ~~tire. day-:~ · ~1& stated he did aot km.lW an7thi-ng 
had occurred·. untJl that mo~i_ng, April -5, 1968, when Mrs. -
BR.EWER t~ld_- h~m- that some@ne bad JJeen killed. Mr. HESSEJt -
sta:ted· that b.Et h$&· been having_ trouble wi tk bis back and · 
that --b.e Jipel!itd~ ·m'-st: .~f bis time ~dthe;r• in bed ·or sitting 4own 
in· his room·~- . - -

-He· s1fated lie -could furnish no irmfor-mation. iii this. 
matter. --
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date-----------

l 

FRANK M. MARLEY, 422½ South Main Street,. Apartment: 7, 
advised that he was home all day on April 4, 1968. He 
heard a loud noise about 6:00 p.m. on April 4, 1968, but 
he had been drinking heavily all afternoon, and he did not 
get out of bed to see what was happening. 

He, did .not see the man who rented Room 58,, and 
h_e did not hear anything unusual after he heard the ·loud 
noise. 

36 

On 4/5/68 Memphis, Tennessee 44-1987 at ---------------.File# ___________ _ 
SAs JACK D. VAHRENWALD 

EUGENE A. MEOORI / JDV:jms 4/6/68 
by -----------------------Date dictated----~---~-
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



\ .r 

ME 44•1987 
VLJ'/bbs 
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• 

On April 5p• 1968, an effo~t was made by 
Lieutenant J. »~ HAMBY, Homicide Bureau 1 an.d SA 

I , 

· FRAlfflLIM L. ~to inte:wview Mr. FRANK MILLARD MARLEY;~ 
white male, 81-years oldp tenant in :iroom. 7south wing of . 
rooming house secoimtd floor, 422½ S., Main Streetp Memphis., 
Tennessee e Extreme idiff iculty was experienced ·:1n an effort 
~o • interview Mlr. MARLEY who stated be is 81 years of age., · Mr,.,,, 
MARLEY ··stated he had''·bearrdl a shot sometime late in the ' · · · 
afternoon of April 4,' 1968, at which time he stated he was 
standing on the back · pOlf(Clh ( located . at the east end of a 
large hallway in the center of.the south building or sou~h · 
wing of the ;r>ooming house at this address)~- ·Be. stated that 
he was on the back po~ch to hang out some clothing~ He 
pointed out some items of clothing in water in- a wash pan.,. 
It._ was noted· the!:Se .. items. of clothing had not be~m· WJ;;9ng c>li~ 
and were still in the waeh water. '· · ·· 

Mr. MARLE1flrelated :several different. ~ersions 
; . . - , 1 . - . . 

~s to what he had ~eep and w~ere he had been. located.,. at 
o!ll~_point stating th®irewere:3 me:n illlvolved in tbe shooting 
of_ MARTIN LUTHER Kl:t$G · and that he had seen one,. 6f th~m 
sliding._down a bank~.east of the above mentioned':•"ba,ck'c:porti,on 
ivhe:ireas the other 2.,.had run we:mt out of the buil<ting~. At · . 
this point, he sta'tt®d that he waus irm the hallway· when the , 
2 men ran west and: o:ne of them. told him ·0 get the bell out 
of the way." He also stated at one point that one of the men 
l"t:nming west had a1n~y:a1UJ.kee brogue n and at anoth~r poi·nt 
stated bne of them look~@ like an Indian~ . 

'. • ;~ L •: .' ~ •,• • ,:f' •_;;, 

;"; During eff6~ts to iil1lterview Mw. MARLEY, Mr.~ FR.A~ 
BREWER, husband of the landlady of this building, Mrs 1 
BESSIE BREWER 1 advii!!ed LtL J. 1D o HAMBY and · SA FRANK. L ~ 
JOHNSON that Mr~ MARLEY is a complete alcoholic, stays drunk 

. all the time? all1ld he personally knio-ws that Mr. ¥ARLEY was ' 
passed out in h:;s _ room at the time Mr.• BREWER.1 Mrs~ BREWER_,.,_ 
and another te>Imairut Mr. BERTIE REEVES hea:ird a shot around ·: 
6 ~00 P'4, Aplril 4 9 1968 ~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _4=/._7.:..1./:-.6=..cS::;.__ __ ___,,.~~ 

BAROID .CARTER 17 422½: South Main11 Apartment 9 o advis•t?d$'1- . r 
that he arrived at home. about 4g30 pem~~ on April 4, 1968. 
He·vent to his roan and he was st.ill there when he heard 
a shot about 6i00 pomo He stayed in his room until the 
police came inside about 10-15 minutes latero 

CARTER did not see the man who rented Apartment SB, 
and he did not notice anything unusual before or after he 
heard the shoto He does not feel he has anythi~g that \'.Ould 
help,in the investigation of this oaseo 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 4/7/68 

1 

ALFRED W. EATON,.422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 10,. advise~ that he had been in and out of the 
apart~ent most of t~e day on April 4, 1968. He had b~en 
drinking that afternoon, and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and some commotion outside 
the boardinghouse. He got out of bed, and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw someone covering up a 
body across the street. 

. ! _, . • ~ 

.· ... 
EA'l'O.N. did not see the -person who rented .... 

Apartment 5B in . the roominghouse. . .He also heard nothing 
in the other -)Ying- of the building,.(where Apartment 5B is 
located) af-~,er the shot was f :i,red. .· 

~--~ ~ '• } 

EATQN s~id he went back to bed shortly thereafter, 
.and. dicl not know what actually :happened·until the mornintJ Qf 
April$, 1968. 
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