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Date __ 4_/_Jl.2_/6_8 ____ _ 

SAM N~ BU!l))S0~9 3847 Mawio~ s~~®®tp ID®~k Cl@Wkp 
Rebel Moto~ Hotel 9 3466 Lamaru:r Av@llll~@ 9 a@wi~@~ that h@ w~s 
orrn duty at· t!hle bo'it~l fw©IMl 6 ~oo .Mil ollJJ. Apjfi,Jl. 4 9 to 2 ~roo PM . 
on April 4 9 1968~ Hs $tated that h@ ©~Uld ~ot_ W®~@oobew a~y­
thing col!ll©erim:i@g tltlle oc~upallll.t ifill 1"0>om 34. a!l'M:l1 ·lh.@ wa~ ullll:aware 
of afilly aut~mobile that tltlli~ ifilldiwidual w~~ ~~iVillJJ.g. 8$ 
©ould not rememll'»ei~ s~@i~g a white ~uwta1lll.l park@~ :i!lll th® lot 
in the hotelo He ~tat®~ that t~® o©~upa~t of l@om 34 ©he~ked 
out on the mowlllliIDlg of Ap~il 4 9 1968 9 without @(OO]l.ittg to the 
desk. He ~tate~ that thi~ would be nolt'm~l if the iw~ividual 

· .paid for his room i!lll a©lwaID!.«:i® 9 w!hli@ll!l !ms- ©Ji~ irm th:i~ case o 

,He said that if anyorm<9 leave~ arm.ythillTlg i~ th® hotel rooR!UJJ 
.after chieckt!.lllg out D the maids will brillllg the object® ito him 
and he tap them as to t~e ~co~ ~umbew armd o~eupant 9~ ~ame. 

• He state«ll that orm thei !M!Olr!D'!illllg of April 4 9 J!.968, llT!one of the 
maids brought ~~ythi~g to hi~ to b@ ta~pdo 

Mr o :mmsoIW waiw ~h(!)'iWlm al!"tiet w~ co!!ll~®p'i'tioim d:r1Lwings 
'·,,,dJraW!ll illll MiemphiSg ~lelnl!Jl!.(%$S<e@, l,)I).<\! Eimi@gb.am9 Alabdllag armd 

· he stated that ~either of the~~ d~awilnlg~ looke~ familiar 
to him. 

14(9) 

On File # Ml 44=1987 

SA JOBN Wo BA'lli':m& /boo 4/11/68 
by ---------------------Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it anil its contents are not to, be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



--------

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l 
Date __ 4_/_12_/6_8_-____ _ 

BECKY A~E~~ ll A~~i~tamlt Nla.llila~~Il° 9 ~®lb®JI. R@~tatul."ant 11 
3464 Lamar A v@lm1ll!®, a"1!vi~®©l t~a t elm@ came -to 1tlm® 1re~t awr armt as ... : . 

· ,·. -she'. -llllormally «ll«i.'®~ at about 5: 10 AM ~ml - Apiir:U. 41 ~ 1968:.! Slillce: ··'. _ : '<:\;-\· , 
stated tba:t $he W_®lll\t off ~uty tlhl$i'ft. ~am® cdl~y at about 10 :OJ~>'- AM, · 
aimd she was !lllot coim ©luty at tl!.i!® ll:'@~t$i\lllralmt @!ID tI.tn<ei ~v~mdllllg 
of April 3 9 1968. Sb® ~ai«l! th&at S5h® co~Jl.©I rmot-· :!l:'•®mb®r allliycine 
particeul~ ©©>lffillillll~ i!lilt@ tlhl@ ir®~tWlU~!lilt ©l!lil tlln® llllil@ll?rnli!lilig @f 
April 4 9 1~68. S~® ~ai~ that ~)ln® ~ft®lm ~®t~ g~~~t~ fr@m the 
hotel who ~<Olllle irm f@r br@akfa~t 9 b1ll!t fr(Q/Jitj th®~® gu@~t~ 
that came irm th~t mo~rmirmg ~b~ ~@1ll!l~ r®m@~b®1r rmothing C@llll• 
cerrmillllg anyorm~ of th@Do 

She wa~ sh~~~ p!!hotopaph~ of a~ti~t 0
~ ~~ll1l©®ptio~ 

drawii:mgs that ~®r® d~aw~ ill1l K~~p~i~ 11 Tell1lll1\®S~®® 9 a~d Birmingham., 
Alabama, all1l«fl sh® ~t:ate.~ _that th(!:) :Slk~t©b that wa~ @brawm.i iim 

. Memphis looks f:illtd.lia:if to her. Sh~ ~aid that it \W(O)Ul<ti have 
been possibl~ t!!hat oi:m@ -of th@ §PJl®~il:~ 01r<Ql®lf®d fo:ir' lf'O(O)tllll 

s~rvice on April 4 9 b~t off -lbl~ll1l~ ~h® ©ould l!llot r®oo•b®r 
ai:myone d<oilllli: so. Sh® a<dlcdl@d. tlmat if amlY(O)lm® lbla<dl a~k@@ f(Q)r 
room service eitb®r JUANITA WILSON or Vo Lo CAMPBEJLL·would 
have taken the foo~ tra~ to th® hot@l r@m. Sh® ~tat@d she 
never saves ai:my of th® foo~ ch@~k~ ~o ~~® woul~ hav@ no-record 
of her '.sal~~ for ai.my pawti©Ulfilf «Ray .. 
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.1 
Date _4_/_:U._3_f_<6_8 ____ _ 

AJNnDY GA~~~x~z,;· f~g, ~@l.l'!lV®lllLi®rm©@p ~~®~ tl'm® mi.ame 
AI&i1DY GAST alnld i~ @Mploy®~ a~ alnl OV@ll"-the-lt'oad ~ll"iW®~ 
f~il° Fr111®!lun:af Coimpami.y. . JBie r®~i©l@~ at Jm(D)llJlt® 6 9 W!f@ooomi.t ~ 
Ohio, b~t 9 b<el~a~~@ of ~i~ ®Xt®l!Mlliwe aoo@mi.©e fl!"om lliloM® 9 
cal.lll more edily · ~ ~ollll·bitrtl.ed it;lmwol!ll~lill t!ll® Frueb~l!Rf Hal!llaige1r ,· · 
Avollll Lake 9 Ol'mi@. 

Ee ~tate~ tlm~t ~llll ApFil 39 lii~S9 he ~~®Ck~d in his' 
traile:ir all!l<dl.· tllherm «lnoovcei lhli~ tlfa«:rttor to tlm® ~e~l Motel located 
Ollll S o L9.ll'iUlll" 9 Mle!mlplhliS 9 'relllll.l'!l®&il~!6® o l}l{e 8:Tlil°:fri v@«! at tlme imn.otel 
betweeltll.·6:00.aim~ 7:0@ oi~l@~k illll th~ ~vellllimi.g 9 alllld after parking 
the tract~~ irm the ~equi~®d a~®a arm th® si~s of the motel 
we~t t9 the offi~e allll~ ~egi~t®re~. 

GASDRETZA ~tate~ t~at lhl~ me~ thi~ oo~tel ea~b time 
be .~pm.es to Memphis allM:! ~id llllot gel®~'{t it _J"f'.~il:t-~a;; lfa1m©Jom at 
tfuii& tilllll6 ·o 

,·,>.-' 

Foll<OlWillllg regi~t~ati~)l'll whi~~ ll"®SUlt@d illli hi~ 
·, being -as~illDl®<d to i"t'ocmm. 35, h@ -~a~lri@d his OV®ll"ll'lli~hit b>ag 

from:-,tbe- off ice to t~® lt"<rM.>im. Durim1~ tlhle p~ll"i\001 of wisgiste:ir­
. J\llTlg a..-!m!I: <dlwring tlhl® tiim® b.® pil°<O~(@e«l!®©I :f~om tlln~ off ice to 
· hts(:assigl1'll®d lt"ca 9 h® <dli<d ll!iot ~~~ afilLYORil@ 'lWftnOOl he crallil, imoll!W 
re~•11·_;. · He ha~ llil<O lt'®~olle~tio!!ll of ~e~iimg allily V®hi~l® parked 
outstde of the adja~<el!ll.t x>om v llll\\llllllber 3~ o A:itit@i cl®all!.l:llmi.g up 
he retur~ed to th@ r@~ta~x>all!it of th® mot@l alllld ha~ dill!il1'll®re 
The ~esk ~l@rk tol~ lhli~ that a f@lloo Fll"U@ha~f ~wiv~r JIM 
BED.AN (phol1'll<eit:i@) wa~ Jf@gi~t@w@@l :at -th@ motel a<eJt>OOS tlhle 
comot from ~oom 3ij 9 all'll~ ~A~ID~X~ZA t!m®~ W®llllt to wi~it witlm 
this driv~r allll~ have a f@w b®®~~ a~~ ~om~ ~ollllvel"~atiomi.. 

He re~all~ tlhl@lr® wa~ a ~t(l)lr.mril bl'f@iillllg a,.md th® Willlld· 
rea~he«n ~u~h. f<>X"~® tlm®t lm® tfmou~Imt the iroof of th.@ rm.ot®l 
m.iglh\t blow off_. 

Wh\®llll he left hi~ ~cJ.mpaimirollll at approximuit@ly 9 :<OO ' · • 
oi~lo~k that ®W®lllli~~ 9 !m@ walk®~ b~~k to th® ~®~tal!m'allllt for a 
few m~®rmt~ allll~ thellll re®tmfllll@~ to hi~ ~~om 9 ll1\u~oor_3@p at 

. ,, . : .... 
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Ee $tat@d that iill'i p~o©eedi~g fwom ~oom 12 to the 
~e$tawrant aIDJ.d from t~@ ~estau~ant ba©k to room 35, he did not 
pass wom 34pmo~ has he my ~@coll@ctiom of ~e®ing a car­
pa~ked the~e. He ~aid t~at i~ ~@twr~i~g from the restaurant 
to his room 9 he felt that if a c:iur h~~ b®e~ parksd outside 
of room 34, he, in all p~obability 9 would have. recalled it. 

1 

At about 10:00 o 0cloek i~ the eve~ing 1 he was watch­
ing the beginind.ng of th~ news plrogir:ui ioIDJ. telev:i,.siori when he 
hea~d the-door to room 34 ~lam attd wa~ then aware there was 
am oorcupant 'to th~t :il"OOtM1. Hi~ plt"illllia::ry thought was· that in 
view of the fact he coul~ heu the ~~jace~t room 0s occupant 
movil'lllg about 9 that ~@ ~: GASDliITZA, would pirobably lose some 
sleep as soon as the ot!IM~lf occupa!l».t tui"Rl\S«il on. the television .• However, 
GAS1DEITZA said that :foJl.Jl.ooill'ilg th~ l1Il@WIE$ reporit, he went to sleep 
and dull!"i~g the.enti~e period ithat ~e ~as awake he heard no 
noise from the aijj~im:iing 1room a~d 1~ um:idslr the'impression 
the ocicupan'lt did imot. tuir!ltl om:i tllle televisioll'll_ •. 

The follit>Wi~g morllilim:ig he lsft his room at approxi­
mately 7:00 o~clcock :t.lllld:imoticed a liglmt ~X"ed call!" parked 
in front of the Slllltrance. to rio001 3~. He c·arrtimot- ll:'ecal'l the 
make or model o~ exact colo~ of thi~ automobile, ~or can 
he recall what licenmse tap o:ir o-tlln®lf idemitifying Olr descri.ptive 
data was affixed to the· vehi~le. · 

Wh6n he ~@~t to th~ re~tau~a~t for preakfast, he 
did not recall aimy9~e elffle b@i!lll.g there t alI!l<Xjl fo,llowil!!lg his 
b:ireakfast 2retaJ11rin.ed to h<is room about 7 :30. Xt was immediately 
aft@r this that he depa:irt~@ the mot~l with his tractor to 
pick up his tm.leJr of cargo aimdl ©!epa:rrt Memp~~s • ,, _ 

Xim co!lll.clu~io~P GASDEITZA ~tats~ that he ca~not 
~ecall seeilI!lg aIDJ.y of the gu@~t~ ©f th@ R@bel Motel from 
ths time of his $lrl' i val UJJ2'il: il · th@ t me of his,, dep airture 
otimer~ th.aim the f@llolY; dlit"ive:ir 9 wlllm !me stayed with fo:ir awhile .. 
If anyone was there,.· ~e ca$,JI!lot l'6-Call t:h~f!!!I arnd · would be 
imnable to identify them a~ould he iil<s® tliem ~gai!l'il. . . - . ~ ,. 
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE AND PHOTOGRAPHS 

(This section ef the report pertains 
only to photographs of the crime scene and the 
surrounding area; to physical_ evidence obtained,· 
including latent fingerprints, in the area of the 
crime scene, and other materi~l furnished te the 
FBI Laboratory, Washington, D. C.) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

On the ~vening of April 4, 1968, items listed _-:__-:-· · 
below were given by Inspector N. E. ZACHARY, Homicide Bureau,_ .. _ ,.,. 
Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tennes~ee,to Special Agent 
ln Charge ROBERT G. JENSEN, of the Memphis Office of the 
Federal Bureau 9f Investigation. Inspector ZACHARY personally 
recovered these.items from the sidewalk in front of 424 South 
Main Street, Me~·ph_is. These i terns were then· turned over by 
Mr. JENSEN to Sp~c.ial Agent ROBERT FITZPATRICK,. who person~lly 
delivered these :t,~f Special Agent ROBERT A~ FRAZIER, of the 
FBI Laboratory, Washington, D.C.s at 5:10 a.m. on the morning 
of 'April 5, 1968. The items del,iverer, are as ·follows: 

(1.) . A. ·black cardboard box which had originally 
contained a Browning Mauser rifle. At one end of this box 
appears a label ·bearing Number 130712. 

(2. f>-i ";ae~i1:1gton Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, . Ser:J.at::,.:.:".-::: 
N.uml;>er 461476, on .. \Vhich is mounted a Redfield telescop;i.c sight. _ 

(3 .) :··Ai/ empty ammunition clip removed from tll;is 
rifle by Special

1

Agent In Charge ROBERT Go JENSEN and 
Special Agen~ ORyfLLE V. JOHNSON. 

(4.) An empty s~ell casing removed from the qbamber 
of this rifle by· Mr. 'JENSEN and Special Agent JOHNSON. . ~ ..... 

(5 .) A box containing nine cartridges. 

(6. ): .--:.A. ·g:J"een and brown herringbone patterned bedspx-~:~d. 

(7.), ; .. A . .-~tjlue plastic zippered sui tease approx;i.mately.·" · .,. 
twenty by thirt.Y -~~_ches, which contained the following it ems: 

On 4/4..'..5/68 

' . 

(8.) 
• -·, ~ ~. i\ 

One magnetic tack hammer. 

(9.) One pair of pl:Lers bearing the label, "Rompage. ft 

(10.) , S,t.andard Oil road map designa, ted, "Georgia - Alabama.' 

145 

at Memphis 2 Tennessee File # 44-1987 

SAC ROBERT G. JENSEN 
by _S_A_R_O_B_E_R_T_F_I_T_Z_P._!A_T_R_IC_K_. ___ R_t]_• g_·: _: _..;;.j_ms __ Date dictated __ 4_/_6_/_68---..---

This document contains· neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI a~d i~ loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distribut.ed outside your agency. . ·· -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
2 

(11.) The first section of the April 4, 1968, 
issue of the "Commercial Appeal," a daily newsp~per published 
at M~mphis , Ten:nes_see • 

Serial 

(12.) ,A_. Standard Oil map of the United States. 

(13.) ,0,ne roll Of bathroom tissue. 
f' 

(14.) Binoculars, 
Number DQ · ,,1'08664 .. 

trade name, Banner By Bushnell, 

(1~) Lelther or plastic binocular case. 
~ . - ' ' 

(16·.) Cardboard carton marked, ''Bushnell." 
~ ;.• . 

(17.) _Gray paper bag bearing an advertisement for 
York Arms Comp~p.y ,,. Memphis, Tennessee. ' .. 

. :(18.)··:.,Yprk Arms Company sales slip in the amount of w· __ .. ,. 

$41.55, dated April 4, 1968. . --~- ... 

(19.) Clear plastic box containing a Gillette S.a.ft?ty" · 
Razor; Gillette razor blades, an aerosol can of Gillette sh~vi:ng -- · 
creme, a can of Gillette Right Guard deodorant, and a tuqe -
of Gillette Heads Up hair cream. A price sticker appears on this 
box bearing the.legend, "Oliver Rexall, Whitehaven, phone 
397-2301, $1~89.'t · 

(20~). One white and yellow checked hand-towel. 

(21.) One white handkerchief. 

(22.) One tube of Colgate toothpaste. 

(23,-J; ,,, (?~e pair of long black socks. 

(24.) :on'e seven ounce can of Gillette Right Guard ,¼A,; 

deodorant. 

(25.) One six-transistor Channel Master pocket 
size radio. 

; 

(26.) One bottle of Bufferin ta;blets. 

(27 .) One cloth belt. 
.. -~ .. ,,. .. 

gray 

(28.) One tube of Brylcreem hair dressing. 
146 
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(29., •. ) One bottle of One-A-Day vitamin tablets. 

: (30 .• ) One small bar of Cashmere Bouquet soap, 
bearing on the·wrapper an advertisement for Friendship lnns. 

(31.) 

(32.) 

One 

One 

small .,size bar of Cashmere 

small~~ar of Cameo soap. 

Bouquet soap. 
~""· 

.. 

(33 .) 
, 

One 
:-~ 

bal'.'. -·o'f Dial soap. 

(34 .) _ One hair brush._ 

... 

(35.) One tube of Head and Shoulders shampoo, $tamped- __ 
"Liggett Rexall Number 1678, $1.10." 

(36·.) One can of Kiwi brown shoe polish. 

(37 .) One aerosol can of Palmolive Rapid Shave, 
stamped, "Liggett Rexall Number 3478, 799." 

(3 S ~ ) A maroon but ton • 

(39.) One toothbrush. 

(400) · One safety razor, brand unknown. 

(41_.f One. plastic bottle of Mennen Afta Shaving lotion. 
. .. 

(42 .) 

(43 .) 
of Schlitz beer, 
4 cents." · 

TWO bobby __ pins O 

Brown paper bag containing two unopened cans 
·b~aring the legend, "Mississippi Tax Paid; 

Also delivered to the Federal Bureau of tnvestigatiQn 
Laboratory by Special-Agent FITZPATRICK were the following 
three twenty dollar bills, which had been obtained from 
Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, it being believed that one of them 
had been given to her on·April 4, 1968; by the unknown murderer 
who-had rented a room in her rooming house: 

Federai Reserve Note 
Series 1963 A SN Fl4002844A 

Federal Reserve Note 
Se];'ies 1963 A SN H'.~64 663A 

Federal Reserve Note 
Series 1963 SN F06445143A 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date 4/11/68 

The following items were received by SA ROBERT 
FITZPA'rRICK from SAC ROBER'!' G~ JENSEN a.t the FBJ Off ice, 
841 Federal Buildi.ng, Memphis 1 Tennessee! 

.. 
1) One pair·of meh's shorts (waist band 

2) 

3) 

in unstretched condition~ one si~e m.easures 
approximately 11-3/4 inches,. which would be 
waist band of approximately 23-1/2 inches) 

T--shirt,. s:i.ze 42 ... 44,. designated !'Jockey Powe1" 
Knit." T .... shirt large size~ It appears on 
visual examination that the lower port ion of 
the T-sµirt has been cut~ 

One board which is part of a window sill 
in the window of a bathroom at 422½ South 
Main Street, Memphis. 

These items were personally taken by SA ROBERT 
FITZPATRICK to th~ FBI Laboratory, Washington t D~ C., 

SA ROBDT FITZPATR.ICK left the Memphis -FBI Off ice 
at 6·:15 p.m., April 6, 1968~ ,en route Metropolitan Airport» 
Memphi_s, Tennessee., SA FITZPATRICK arrived at the Airport 
at 6:40 p~m0 , boarded American Airlines Flight #132 en route 
washingtc;>n i D .. C,., at wash-ington Nat iona.l Airport .. 

SA FITZPATRICK arrived at Washington National Airport, 
Was4ington,. D111 c., at 9:45 p.,m. 1 and p~rsonally delivered the 
aforementioned evidence to SA JAMBS CADIGAN of the Docu~ent 
Section,. FBI, W~s.-iing-ton, D., C.,, at 9:55 p.,m., 

SA FITZPATRICK ~ad these items of· evidence in hji.$7 
possession at all times until they ·were personally delivered · .. \ 
by SA ROBER,T FITZPATRICK to Washington, Da C,. 1 and ·ultimately . 
released to SA.JAMB'S CADIGAN of the FBI Laboratoryi Washington,D.,C., 
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On the·evening of April 4, 1968\ DR. J~RRY T. FRA~CISCO, 
Medical Examiner, University of Ten~essee,;_ Memphis, Tennessee,, _, 
gave to Lieutena,nt ___ J. D. HAMBY, Homicide }\ureau, Memph•is _ ,,, 
Police Department, the bullet removed froni, the body qf· · 
the deceased DR •. MARTIN LUTHER KING. Lieu~enant HAMBY turned 
this bullet ove~ to Inspector No E. ZACHARY1 Homicide Bureau, 
Memphis Police Department, who, in turn, delivered it to . 
Special Agent CY.Jll~ F. BUSCH. Special Agent BUSCH hand carried 
this bullet to ~-P~qial Agent In Charge ROBERT G.. JENSEN, who, ... 
in turn, furnishe4 .same to Special Agent ROBERT ~ITZPAT:a.ICK, to 
be hand carried to Washington, D.C. · 

At 5:10 a~m., on the morning of April 5., 1968, 
Special Agent ?ITZPATRICK delivered this bullet to Speci~l 
Agent ROBERT A. FRAZIER, of the Federal Bu;reau of Investigation 
Laboratory, Wasµington, D.C •. 
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l Date _____ 4_/_l_l_/_6_8_~ 
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The following items were received by SA ROBERT 
FITZPATRICK from SAC ROBERT G. JBNSEN at the FBI Office, 
841 Federal Building, Memphis, Tennessee: 

,::\f'' 
![;~;t·· 
~~ :e.~,,::-_ 

-~~~(} 

:,fa:i. 
i1 ,~~~,: C 

~}):{;, :~ 

1) Original registration card with the name 
ERIC s. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alabam~, who according to the card had Room 34 
and gave car license No 0 138993 1 State of 
Alabama. Arrival date is shown as April 3, 
1968; and make of car is listed as Mustang. 
This card is the property of VIC DUPRATT's 
New Rebel .Motor Hotel, 3466. Lamar,. Memphis,: 
T:ennesseeci The reverse side. of ··this card 
has· the following information thereon: 
Name: "Golt, E. s. 0 

Room: 34-
Rate: 6.24 
Arrival date: '94/3" 
Departure date: "4/4 u 

2) one bar of cameo toilet soap~ 

t,)., SA ROBERT FrrZPATRICK personally delivered these 
I, items to the Memphis Metropolitan Airport and personally handed r. these items to captain C. M. VICKERS, American Airlines Flight 
~ No. 132 which was scheduled to leave Memphis at 6:45 p.m., GST, 
~ A ~ April 9 9 1968, and arrive Washington National irpo:rt, Washingto_n., 
f I -

j D. c., at 9 :29 p •. m0 , EST, 
" 
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The Albany Office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation advised on April 8, 1968, that experts 
at Textile Marking Machine Company,.Syracuse, New York, 
had advised that the machine which printed the laundry 
labels on the undershorts and tee shirt abandoned by the 
Unknown Subject on April 4 9 1968, is unusual in that the 
first two type characters ar~ 15 point type and the last 
three characters are 18 point type, with the middle character, 
the letter B, ·probably being n~rrow rath®r than regular type~ 
The usual machine carries 15 point type for ~he first 3 
characters and 18 point type for the last two characters. 
Textile Marking Machine experts also stated that this 
machine is defective in that it is producing -a tape 
land 1/16 inches long instead of 1 and 1/8 inch~s long and 
is not projecting the tape far enough, resulting in cutting 
off a portion of the first letter$ 

Textile Marking Machine Company furnished a list 
·of concerns who purchased Thermo-Seal machines capable of 
printing a five character code and a nationwide canvass 
has been instituted for the purpose of locating the machine 
used by the laundry which was patronized by the UnknQwn 
Subject. 
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·) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date April 5, 1968 

Det. E. s. BERKLEY, Homicide Bureau, Police Departme~t, 
Memphis, Tennessee, was interviewed at the Homicide Bureau, at 
which time he furnished th_e following information: 

. . 
At the instructions of Assistant Chief ROUT1 of the 

Memphis Police Department, he went to St. Joseph's Hospital at 
appr_oximately 7:45 p.m. this evening.· .·while at the hospital, 
he obtained the personal clothing from the -body of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. At this time, KING's body_wa~.located -in a 
consultation room on the main floor of st. Joseph's Hospital 
adjacent to the -emergency ward . 

He then-brought the clothing belonging to Dr. KING 
to the Homicide Bureau of the Memphis Police Department. 

I 
,. 

l 
L 

,~~- q:,r;p ~. 
At this point, Det. BERKLEY made available- for exa_m-,.. 

ination the following items belonging to Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING: 

1 

t 
' I ,·;'! 

1) White lo~g sleeve ~rrow 
showing a composition -made up' of 
shirt was blood stained and there 
side in the area of the collar.· 

shirt, wash-and-wear:style, 
. dacron and polyest_er. This 

was a large bole on the right 

2) one black suit coat.·.and pants bearing the label 
Petroceli and the name Zimmerman, Atlanta, on the inside label 
of the coat. The coat was blood stained and torn. 

3) one pair black 100 percent nylon shorts, size ~4, ·. 
bearing the name Shorewood .-

4) 

5) 

One tie, brand D and H, bearing the name Apparel Shop. 
' 

One pair men's black socks. 
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Det. BERKLEY advised that he also obtained from D~. 
KING's body two $10 bills, one $5 bill and tfiree $1 bills,·as 
well as 45 cents in change .. He also ... obtained a key to Room 307 
for the Lorraine Motel and Hotel. He also obtained one silve:r 
pen, numerous business cards and a black address bqok bearing 
the year 1968 on tqe cover: 

, ( 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
4/11/68 Date-.......,...-----~--

Lt. J. Do HAMBY,. Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON after ob$erving what 
appeared to be a- recently made indentation in the window 
si'll of a window of the bathroom located at the east end of 
a hallway in the north wing, second floo~ of a rqoming house, 
422½ So Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, re~oved a substantial 
portion of that window sillo Lto HAMBY an~ SA JOHNSON 
identified this window sill and retained it as po~sible 
evidence • , 1 

,. 

By way of further explanation, the rooming house 
in question occupies a part of the second of two separat~ 
buildings there being an enclosed walkway connecting the _,·two 
buildings o Mr o · FRANK BREWER, husband of the landlady· of' '11 

this rooming house; advised that all tenants in the ::roomi~g 
house use the address of 422½ s. Main Street, altho~gh the 
north wi~g of this rooming house is not actually located":•'l 
over the entrance designated as 422½ S ~ Main Street~·. 'Th~f 
bathroom window from .which this sill was removed- faces east 
and from this window there is a clear view of the west side 
of the Lorraine Motel which is l~ated east of the rooming 
house in questio~. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D te April 5, 196~ 
a ---""--------__,,. 

Lt. GLYNN KING, Homicide Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, 
Police Department, was interviewed at the Homicide Bureau, at 
which t'i.-~e. he furnished the following info:l'mation:,-· 

·- . . 

. At approximately 7:15 p.m. this evening, he was at 
Apartment 5B, 422½ south Main street, Memphis, and copducted 
a search of this apartment with sever.al other law enforcement 
officers. The search was conducted after it was believed that­
the slayer of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. had sfayed in this 
roc>.m. During the course of the search, he obtained :a red,. 

,\ 

white and blue stick pin which appeared to be a Disabled Veterans 
pin. The stick pin was located in tqe top drawer on th~ left hand 
side of the dresser adjacent to the east wall-of Apartment 5B. 
This stick pin was taken to the Homicide Bureau to be retained 
as possible evidence. 

i: ,. 

:1:t }~;;{--· ___ :;,.._ _____________ 1_5_5 _________________ __,,,~ 

·:::>: 
.-..; 

·}~fon 4/4/68 at Memphis. Tennessee File# Memphis 44-1987 ; :·t ---------- _---=:;..:..;....o;;..;_~_,__-=-----.-c~--------

\>::.: 

//~y SA ANDR'.EW SLOAN: LF · Date dictated 4/5/68 
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FEDER.!;L·,BURE'AU ·OF INVESTIGATION 

•.,; ,_, .... 
-1 ?t( .. ,:,.. ... ,:_ 

.· ::•, ... ~ . 
. .... . 

. :/ Mr., FRANK BRIWER, husband o~ the landla,dy at a 
ro9ming house, 422½ Sou~h Main Street, Memphiss T~nnessee, 

... petmitted Captain ~ICK CARIMit Identification BQreau, -
Memphis Police Department, and SA FRANK~IN L. JOHNSON 
entry into Room 5-B of this rooming house on the even~ng 
of}April 10,. 1968i tollowing which a small blond chest 
of '·drawers, located at that time against ti.e west wall 

:~e:..~~~ • 
.. -.. ~----~ 

of >this room, was completely processed for latent · '.' · 
fin.,gerprints ,. and no latents of value were obtained~ , 

' :'%· . . 
This chest was processed for latent prints 

af~er Mr~ BREWER 0 s wife had on April 10, l968, called 
attention to the fact that this chest had originally 

•been placed against the east window in t~e soqth wall 
of this room when she rented the room on Apr-11 4,. 1968 1 
to a man using the name of JOHN WILLARD, but late~ when 
she checked this roomt- she found that this chest ha.d been 
moved to the west wall of the room and a chair placed 
next to that window ... 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

. Date 4/5/68 
'. -i"' 

E~ LARRY HUTCHINSON 1 Criminal Investigator, 
Attorney General ts Officer Shelby Countyi Memphis, Tenn~ssee, 
was interviewed at the Homicide Bureau of the Memphis Police 
Department 1 at which time he furnished the following information: 

Mr. HUTCHINS~N advised that he went to Apartment B; 
422½ South Main Street, at approximately 7;30 or 8;00' p.m.$ 
April 4 1 1968, at which time he and other officers 9onducted a 
searc:it of this apartment~ He identified the other officers con~ucting. 
this search and working with him as Captain R. L~ WILLIAMS· 

. and Captain R~ A~ COCHRAN, of the Memphis Police Department, 
and JOHN CARLISLEt Chief Investigatorv Shelby County,Attorney 
General's Office, Memphis. Mr. HUTCHINSON stated that during 
this time a complete and minute search was made of th~ 
apartmentt at which time the following items of possible 
evidentiary.value were located and retained as evidence in this 
case: 

A. One pillow and one pillowcase. 

· B. Two white sheets. ,,A.fr::;~:• 
;r-~ ~: 

C. 
. couch pillow. 

One small green pillow, which appears~to be~a· 
::-+ j'.--;~:.~/~: <~~ . 

-,c..;·; ,;;., 

D. One black st.rap with buckle, approximately one-halt 
inch in width. ·,,.'1ilf,,,,. · ,,. · 

'E;,,, One small black. s.tr.a,p appr@ximate.ly. 0'one-fourth . 
inch in width,. . · · ".' · ~; ~rr(,,i:' ... ;c, ·. 

. . ¥,.,,.~ 
F ~ One towel t white in color wi th1::b1'11e and green ,-stripes. 

' . 

G. Several strands· of., grassy..:li_~e mater~,.] which .were 
locat;e.d approximately four feet and one ineh·north'of the south ' ~ wall at1d four feet and three inches west oft the east,, wall in 
this a'partment. 
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Mr". HUTCHINSON advised that after the above. items 
of evidence were located, they were then taken to the · 

;, · Homicide Bureau at the Memphis Police Department wher~ he 
identified them by placing his ·initials on a small brown t~g 
and putting each item in a separate cellophane ba-g.-i 

I l 

Mr. HUTCHINSON turned this evidence over to SAs SLOAN and .. 
JOHNSON in order that they may be forwarded to the FBI Laborato:fyf . , ' ~ 

! 
1 ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _ _.4 .... /-=1=2..._/-=6-=-8 ____ _ 

On April 12, 1968,. SA THOMAS L. BUCKLEY gathered 
soil samples from the below-listed locations. It is noted 
that the second floor of 418 South Main·Street is the 
north wing of a rooming house, the main entrance of which is 
located at 422½ South Main Street.~ It is further noted 
that. there is on the second floor of these buildings a 
covered connected -walkway·between the buildings through 
which one may_pass from one building to the other. 

All refe1 .. ences made to the directions,. ''right tt apd 
"left," as listed bel.Qw, are made with reference to the scene 
that would be presented to a person who was facing the rear of 
these buildings. · 

Soil Samples: 

1. Sample· obtained from in front Qf the threshold 
of the rear door of 418 South Ma-in Street. 

2. Specimen obtained from a looatio~ six feet from the 
building and· five feet to the left of th~ rear door of 
418- South .Ma,in; St'reet. 

3. Specimen obtained from a loc~tion 12 -feet from, 
the building and nine feet to the left Qf the rear doo,.,- of 418 S,outh· 
Main Street. 

4. Specimen obtained from a location twenty ~eet­
from the building and fifteen feet to the left of the rear 
door of 418 South Main Street. 

5. SpecimEm obtained 47 feet from tr e building and 
20 feet to the left of the rear door of 418 South Main Street. 

6. Specimen Qbtained 48 feet from the foot of the 
stairs in the rear of the building known as·. 422½ South Main 
Street and in a line with those stairs~ 
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8, Specimen· fr<;>m between '418 and 4·22½ Sou-th, '.lain 
Street at the rear o:( ~nd even with t·he end of <;122,,·south 
Main Street. --- · · · - ' -· 

9. Specimen obtained 15 feet from the end of a fence 
and four feet north of that fence, the fence being locate~ on the south 
side of 422½ SQuth Ma~n Street. -

. 10. Specimen._ obtained from location four fee~ north 
of the southeast corner of 418 South Main Street; ~nd three 

-feet from the building wall •. 
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FEDERAL BUREA'l::I OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ . 4_/_1_5_/6~8----,,------, 
:!:•·, r,• , • ) ; • '•• ~ l • :•' . • ' 

:.\ · \:: ' ·\·: .. (jl:·j~;ii :13./::1968'-'~ .~i'. TH~~s · L·/ BUCKLEY <>bt·fln~-~--\~. : 
soil ~pecimens from the vic·ini ty of the Rel;>el Motel, . 

. 3466 L~mar A~enue, Memphis, Tennessee, as stated below. 

It should be noted that all references. to the 
directions "right" and "left.,·are from the viewpoint ~t 
a person standing in the parking lot of the Rebel Motel 
facing the door to Unit 34. . 

SOIL SPECIMENS: 

No. 1: 

Specimen obtained from a depression in the 
blacktop immediately in front of Units 34 apd 35 of the 
Rebel Motel and approximately one foot from the curb. 

No. 2: 

. Soil .specimen obtained from a depressi~n in 
the blacktop 9'feet from the curb and 8 feet to the right 
of the door to Unit 34. 

No. 3: 

Soil specimen from a depression in the blacktop 
14 feet to the left of the door to Unit 34 and 9 feet from 
the curb. 

No. 4: 

Specimen of soil obtained from a depression in 
the blacktop 24 feet to the left of the door and one foot 
from the cu~b. 

No. 5: 

A specimen of soil obtained from a depression_in 
the blacktop 6 feet to the right of the doQr to Unit 34 ~:and 
one foot from the curb. 
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No. 6: 

• • 

Soil specimen from grassy area between the 
curb and sidewalk immediately in front of the ~oor to 
Unit 34. 

162 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. ,}. 

F EOERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
D~te _4_/_P/i_6_8_.......,._ __ -r-r 

Detective THOMAS SMITH, Homicide Bureau, Mempbis 
Police Department, advised that he had taken the following 
photographs on April 4, 19680 He stated he used 4 x_ 5 
speedgraphic camera, serial number 969171, equipped with a 
135 mm Graplex Optar lens, serial number 45917. SMITH 
advised that he used Kodak Tri-X film and number 5 
General Electric photo flashbulbs for the photographs. 

l ~ Showing blood on veranda, second floor of 
Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry. Exposure data: 1/~0Q second 

i F.18, distanc·e approximately 6 feet. 

2. Front of Lorraine Motel showing rooms 206 
and 306. ExposQre data: 1/200 second F·. 18, distance, 
approximately 30 feet. 

3. Front of Canipe Amusement Company, 424 S. 
Main, showing bundle. Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, 
distance 10 feet. 

4. Front of the Canipe Amusement Company, 424 s. 
Main,. s.howing bundle. Exposure data: distance 10 feet, 
1/200 second F .18. 

5. Showing interior of room 5-B, second floor, 
422½ s. Main Street, shooti~g southeas~ from ent~ance. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second F.18, distance 12 feet •. 

6. Showing interior of room 5-B, shooting south 
from· entrance. Exposure data: 1/290 second F.18, distance 
12 feet. · 

7. Showing seco~~ floor hallway looking west, 
422½ s. Main~ . Expos,,.11re d~t.a: 1/200 second F.1·8, distanc~ 
approximateiy 25 f~et. 

8. Showing rear stai.~s. leaving from second floor 
to ground, 422½ So Main. Exposu,:;i~ data: 1/200 second. F.18, 
d:i-st,ance approx1rnatf:lJ y 25 feet • · ·" · · 
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. . . $ .• · · Showing re~ stairs looking t.owards. second 
floor ·422½ s •. ~ainr Exposure d~ta: • 1/200· second F ♦-18, 

. dis·tal!il.ce ·25. feets. 
. . 

. · 10. Sllowing entry· to· rear bat~oo;m, second f l~or, 
. · 4~2½ · s·. · Maini. Expoowre ~:&t$l: :t/~@@ se©:ol.llld F .18, ©11$tance 

15 f~~t.. ·: . 

· · 11 · • Showigng ~ll):try .of r®~ bathroom· sei©oRP.«11 floor 
· l«-,Joting euit : 4j~½, Se Main. E~oowre data: · ],/~00 ~e~ond 
F. 18, distan~e· 10 f e®t r> 

·. 12. ShffliW!g bath:t~ imt rear· bathro@lD second floor ' 
42i½ S. Ma-in. •. Expo~m,oe data: ;L/200 s~cond F .18, . dista!D,Ce 
1 fre@t. 

13 •. ~hWill'Ag rear exteriGr of ~econd .floor 422½ 
S .. ·Hain~ Expos~e ©Ja:ta :· l/20(fseco!llld F. 18, distance 20 feerr,· 

_, ; 

14. ·. Sh0«wililg:,~~-~eens found near north .wall at ·re~ . 
. ~f 4~2½ s ~ Main lcok.i·m.it{ifuorthwest. Expooure data: 1/280 · 
s@©ond. F ,18, distarm.cce· ·1 feet. 

·., 

15. Sf?.~wiimg debr:~tit·,>at Jrear of Jim's Grill, 418 ~. 
ExposU:]re,data: 1/200 se~ond F.18, dis~mce· 7 feet. 

· 16. Sh~in.g footpr'iimti' fou!lhd J>?etween · 418 and 422½ 
.so llai~. Exposure data·: l/200-se~ond F ,18, distance 8 feet. · 

17. Closeup <0f f-ootprint found. between 418. an,d .. 
'422½ ~-. · Main,~ Exposure. data: 1/208 _secpnd F .18, distance. 
6 feet. 

The · ·above photographs · were developed.- and P'+'iiltf!i'd 
by Dete~tive CALVIN ELLISON, Pho.tograpb~:ir, •.Memphis Police . 
Department,. Memphis, Tennessee.· 
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l \Date Apr:iJ J2. 1968 

Detective CALVIN ELLISON, photographer, Memphis 
Pollce Department, Memphis,. Tennessee, advised that he bad 
taken the following photogJ:aphs on Apri 1 4, 1968. He 
stated these photographs were taken with a four by· five 
Speed Graphic camera, serial number 889178, equipped with 
136 mi 11 :tmote:c Graph lex Op tar lons, scr :i.n 1 number 8!·)39H). 
Kodak 'l'r i--·X f :i..lm was used for a 11 photog1,apl1s and munbor 
iivc Goncral Ki.cct1·1c photo flash bulbs wore used for 
ilJ.uminat:i.on. Detective ELLISON stated that Detective 
THOMAS' SMI'fB'., Hom:Lcido Bureau_. had also -u:i.ken 17 
photographs of the Lorraine Motel and the area of 
422½ South Main and in order to preserve the continuity, 
the photographs taken by Detective SMITH had been numbered 
from one to 17. Detective ELLISON stated that his photograpl1s,.-. 
begin with number 18. They are a~ follows: 

18, Showing right side and upper abdomen 
of Dr. MAR'1'!N LUTHER KING, JR .. taken at 
City Morgue, John Gaston Hospital, Memphis! 
Tennessee. Exposure data: 1/400 second~ 
F.32) distance 5 1

• 

J.9. Showing vwund and upper body of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, .distance 
4 t. 

20; Showing wound and upper body of-victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 seconcL F .. 32, distance 
..-.:LI 02 

21. Shmving wound and right side of head of 
victim. Exposure data : 1/ 400 second, F. 32 ,, 

· distanGe 3½ 1
, _.•;, •... 

22. Showing front and head of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F. 32~ 
distance 3½'. 

. : .,· ..... ".:,~ .. 

On 4/10/68 at ,. Memphis r ., Tennessee ,. ' '.-;fFli~';1#:~;M~~khi.'~·::·1~~-f9g7''-~;';" ' :_;.·:;~·}j~ 
:':· ~:,· ;,--~~\:)\::~·-~;: ·.; · \'..(Y>":: .-'.:::,} · · •: :, .~--~~-::_'.' :· 7~~~:'::'.~-~1:;;:,t:~,,~:,., · :':·,:'.'.~~~lf:~1'.;'.::~ r'.1\/'::~~,':•'"'· · • ·:~. · ,, 

by SA HOWARD D ~, TETEN: tjm Date dictated , 4/12/68 . 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI: It is. the pr~perty of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents ·are not to be distributed outside your agency:· · .. ·.. · · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



23. · Showing left upper body of victim-. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.32, . 
distance 4½'. · 

24. Showing left upper body of victim. 
Expo~ure data: 1/400 second, F.32, 

•distance 2½ 9
• 

25. Showing upper body of victim. 
Exposure data: 1/400 second, F.~2, 
distance 6 ' .. 

26. Showing left rear of body of victim. 
· Exposure data : 1/ 400 sec(l)llld, F .. 32 , 

dista!llce sj· • .. · 

27 •. Showing upper back ~f victim. 
E~pcsure dat~: 1/400 sec@llld, F.32, 
dis ta.nee 4 9 

" 

28. Showing right rear @f body @f victim. 
Exposure data: l/400 sec@~d, Fo32, 
d:ls ta.nee 4 ' • 

. . 
299 Showing right side of body of victimo 
lxpcsure data : 1/ 400 se·c<O>lllld, F. 32 , 
distance 5 ! • 

30. ~howillllg rear of body of victim9 
,bposure data: 1/400 secollld, F.32, 
dis ta.nee 5 ' • 

The following photographs ~ere taken on April 5, 
19168, by Detective CALV'IN ILLISON, using the camera a11nd 
film described above. Natural lightillllg was used for 
illumiDation, except w~ere noted: 

31. LQoking north on Hain ~treet toward 
the·4GO block o~ South Kain. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 
infinity. ' 

32. Showing Fire Station Nu~ber 2, 
northeast corner of Hain Street, looking 
east. Exposure data: 1/100 secon~, F.22, 
dist~nce 100'. 
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• 
33. Showimg Fire Station Number 2, 

,f 
northeast corner of Main and Butler, 
looking east. Exposure data: 1/100 secQnd, 
F. 2~1 dis.j¥,rmce 100' • 

If 
. 34:/ Showing entrance 

:f; 

j~~k ·yard, south side 
Rfposure data: 1/100 
d.its tal!lce l 00 • • 
#t 

to parking lot and 
of 424 South Main. 
second, F.~2, 

)5· Showilllg entramce to parking lot and 
ffeulllk yard, immediately to the south of 

J/424 South l!ailll. 1 looking east. Exposure 

1
/ldata: 1/100 second 1 F.22, distance 100'. 

/g 
f!f g,r 

j/i' 

I 
ii/ 

// 
II - lit 

ll' 
/rfP 

,,<7" 

36. Showing front of 422, 422½ and 
424 So~th MaiD, looking east. Exposure 
data: 1/100 secondt F.32, distance 100'. 

37. Showing front of 418, 422, and 
422¼ South Hain, looking east. Exposure 
data: 1/100 second, F.22, distance 100v. 

38. Showing front of 422, 422½ and 424 
South Main, looki~g northeast. Exposure 
data: 1/100 secomd, F.22, distance 30'. 

39. Showing 418, 422 and 422½ South 
Hain, lookillllg southeast. Exposure 
data : 1/100 secol!lld, F. 22 , dis ta nee 100' • 

1" ,o. Showi~g Main Street and east side of 
sidewalk om Mai~ Street, looking south 
from Huling Avenue. Exposure data: 
1/100 secomd, F.22, distance infinity. 

41. Looking west f~om front of Room 306, 
second floor, Lorraine Motel. Exposure 
data: l/200 second, F.22, distance infinity. 

42. Locki~g west from driveway entrance 
to l[,sorraine Motel on Mulberry. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F .·22, dis taince infinity. 
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43. Showing front of Lorraine Motel from 
entrance driveway on Mulberry Street,· 
looking east. Exposure data: 1/200 second, 
F.22, distance 100'. 

44. Showing Lorrai~e Motel from south 
entrance, looking north from Butler Street. 
Exposure data~ 1/200 seco~d, ~.22, distance 
so•. 

45. Showing Lorraine K~tel, looking 
northeast. Expesure data: 1/200 second, 

. • ,if .• ~2 ;t\4ist,ance il'lf ini ty. ,, . . . 
: ,,:,/:t•'::·•'.;::'\?;.>· ,,\:>.> < .\>".: .. ' ". .: /:, : -,~·- ·:i -'•: . ,;''.}~ ' .· : :::··.;\, ,• ., .... :, 

. 46: .. '\:SliQwing> Loi-r~_ixitf, Kot~i\. ~:i.lilg:;;~~ttlt;,,~.~. . 
Exposure data : · 1/200 sec'Gnd, F. 22 , ,ii':is ta.nee· 50 ' • 

47. Showing rear of Fire Station Number 2, 
iooking northwest. Exposure data: 1/200 
second, F.22, distance 100v. 

48. Showing Mulberry Street from intersection 
of Mulberry and Butler Streets, looking north. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second, F.22, distance 
100'. 

49. Shewing Lorrai~e ~otel frO!ln top of rear 
steps of Fire StaticD ~uimber 2 1 looking 
Dortheast. Exposure data: 1/200 11$'econd, 
F.22, distance imfiDity. 

50. Showing Lorraine Hotel from northeast 
corner of Fire Statio~ ~tmber 2~ Exposure 
data: 1/200 sec@nd, F.22, distance infinity. 

51; Showing rear of 418 - 422 South Rain 
Street, looking imorthwe~t. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F~22, distaDce 100' • 

• 
52. Showing rear of 418 - 424 So,~tb Main, 
looking northwest. Expcs~re data: 1/200, 
F.22, distance 100~0 
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• 
53. Showimg rear of 422 -424 South Main, 
looking northwest. Exposure data: 
1/200 secoro.d, F. 22 ~- di$tamce 100' • 

.- 54. ·Showing ·northern maost .portion of 
parking lot amd junk yard which is located 
immediately south of 424 South Kain, 
looking west. Exposure data: 1/200 second, 
F.22, distance 100 9

• 

55. Showiio.g parki~g lot and j~!!llk yard, 
looking southwest. Exposure data~ 
1/200 seco~d,' F.22~ distance 100'. 

56. S~~wimg Lorraine Hotel 9 corner of 
Mulberry and Huling, looki1ng southeast. 
Exposure data: 1/200 second, F.22, 
distance 100•. 

57& Shewilllg Lorraime Hotel and Motel from 
Huling entraDce, looki~g south. Exposure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22 9 distance 100'. 

58. Showimg secomd floor hallway, 4221 
South Main, locking ea=t• Exposure 
data: 1/50 secondr F.8, distamce 25'. 
One number five Ge~eral Electric photo 
flash bul~ used for illW'i1ination. 

59. Showing outside of R@eim 58, second 
floor, 422½ South Hai~. Exposure data: 
1/200 seco~d, F.22, dista~ce s~. One 
number five General Electric photo flash 
bulb used for illumi~ation. 

60. Showing i~side cf sec~~d floor rear 
bathroom wi~dow, 422½ South Kai~. Expo$ure 
data: 1/200 second, F.22, dista~ce 4°. 
On·e number f iwe Gel!ll.eral Electric: photo 
flash bulb used for illumimation. 

61. Showing Lerrai~e Motel from opening 
in seco~d flo@r rear b&throam window, 
422½ South Hai~. Exposure data~ 
1/200 second~ F.22, distance infinity. 
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• 
62. Showi~g Lorraine ~otel fr@~ seco~d floor 
rear bathr@om wi~dow,p422½ Scutb Main.· 
Exposure data: 1/200 sec@~d, F.22, distance 
infiraity. 

Detective ELLISON stat®d that he personally 
developed and printed all photograph~ described above. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

l 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

; 
I 

Date ·. · 4/12i6·8<° .. :'-'·? '\ .. 
-~• ,.,,;fk,~ ,\ ' :f • ;n 

' . 

, -~~-;;;.~~. 

ELi;!ER C ,,.· HOLDERi JR, : 20~6 Pend1·eton Street/.: Memphis 1,._,. . .... 
Tennessee. advise~ that on April 101 1968, he photographed the_<:·:_:··:>, 
area of South Main Street and the 1.¢::rraine Hotel a1,1d .. ,1k0tel ,.: · . '.·,,:.;-/,: 
on Mulberry Street 1 from the air .. He \furnished .. ,the.iJ°l~\!.low;ing ;• ;:,,• 
information concerning these photograp~ ~ · .·.·- './;}/:/~•::( .<·"~. 

--.~·; ',,~t··,-· ;~- , ·,, :•.l,~ 
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by _S_A___;;;H;..;.,O_W_A_R_D_D...c.,_· _T_E_T_E_N __ ;_· _j_m_s _______ Date diGtated .4/12/68 . 
•,·•, .,,., f ,.· • 

This docume~t cont~ins neither recom_~endatio1:s n~r conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the proP,erty_._):l~Jli~(i~'BI atidjs lo,:tne4 to 
your agency; it and its contents are ~ot to be distribute~ outside your agency. ;-;;_ :·.,1~f;_,f,lJ:,r, , ,, , .. '-.• -

' -~, ',•~~'t.~ ·~~1)/(::'~J~-~.\.~l- . 
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F'D-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ___ 4...;../_l....:...0.;..../_6.,;.-8----.....,,_..,.__,... 

cont~nts of Room 34, Rebel MotQr ffotel, 346~ Lcunar 
Avenue, Memphis, were processed for anything of an evj,.dentiaxy 
value. As a result, the following lifts of latent fiDgerprints 
were obtainec;l: 

(1) Removed from the left side of ins~d~ of front poor 

(2) Removed from left side of television set 

(3) Rem~ved from left side of television set 

(4) R~oved from right side of outside portion of 
bathroo~ dopr 

(5) Removed from right side Qf oQtside pqr~ion qf 
b~throom door 

(6) R~oved from right side qf out$ide portiori pf 
bathroom door 

(7) ~emoved from right side of outs~de por~io~ of 
bath:i:;-oom door 

(8) Removed from left side of :,:-~ght of batlu:oom' door 

(9) Removed f~om left side of right o~ pathroo~; door 

(10) Removed from left side of right of pathroom door 

(11) Removed from center of inside of bathroqm doo~ 

(12) Removed from center of inside of bathro(!)TQ d9or 

(13) Removed from center o~ inside of bathroom door 
' (14) Removed from center of inside of.bathroom 900r 

(15) Removed from left side of ~~s~d~ o! b~throom 
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On 4/9/68 at Memphis r, Tennessee 
SA ROB:SR'l' F. BOYLE 

,File # ~-M-E...,., ·_4_4.,...-_1_9_8..,,.7 ___ ..........,._ 

SA HOWARD D. TETEN RFB:raj 4/9/68 · 
by -------------:----------Date; dictated--,----------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and."is loan d t 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · e 0 
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(16) · 

(17). 

(18), 

(21) 

. (22) 

(23) 

. (24) 

(25), 

Removed from lE?ft side of· inside of bathroom 

Removed· ;from left side 9£· i,nside ,of bathroo~ 

Removed from left side of inside of bathroQm 

Removed ~rom outer batbroQm door -~am\> 

Removed from outer bathroom door ':jamb 

Removed from inside· closet door 

Removed,fr~ -inside. closet door . 
R$1tOV~d from ine,ide close~ door • . ' 
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AUTOPSY FINDINGS 
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ll l • 
EXTERNAL EXAMlMATION OF THE BODY 

Th1s is a well developed. well nourished Negro male measuring 69 1/2 
inches in length and we1gh1ng approximately 140 pounds. The hair 1s .-,,-,--- - "I 
black• the eyes are brown. There 1s a 11ne mustache- present .. ------" l 

: 
EXTERNAL MARKS ANO SCARS 

There is a remote m1d11ne scar present in the center of the chest 
and a remote scar present extending to the right axilln measuring 8 
inches in length. There. 1s a sutured vertical surgical 1nc1s1on present 
at the base of the neck. A sutured incision is prcs~nt in the right chest 
at the anterior ax111nry line. Three needle punctures are present in the 
precord1um. having no hemorrhage present surrounding the area. There are , 
blood splatters present on the palm and dorsum of the right hand. A remote 
scar is present in the right lateral chest. Sutured incisions are present 
in the left ante cubital fossa. one that is obliquely directed measuring 
2 inches in length. one that is horizontally directed measuring 1 inch 1n 
length. There are two sutured 'incisions present on tho medial aspect of the 
left ankle. The superior incision measuring 2 inches in length, the inferio~ 
incision measuring 1/4.inch in length. There 1s an extensive excavating 
lesion affecting the right side of the face beginning at a point 1 inch lat• 
eral to the right corner of the mouth and 1/2 inch inferior to the right 
corner of the mouth that measures approximately 3 inches in length. At the 
superior aspect of this gaping wound there is-~n abrasion collar that measures 
1/8 of an ineh in max 1mun thickness., having bro~mi_sh d1scol oration present 
at the superior margin. Adjacent to th1s nrea there, 1s extensive laceration 
of tha soft tissues of the face with a fracturing of the right side of the 
mandible. A re.-.approximat1on of the tissues reveals the laceration to extend 
to the base of the neck an-d into the base of the neck with '1n~rven1ng skin 
unaffected 1n this area. The second penetrating wound at the base of the 
neck in the superior aspect of the chest mensures 3 inches in length. The 
missile path is through the external jugular vein and vertebral artery. 
There 1s a penetration 1nto the lateral aspect of the base of the neck into 
the upper thoracic and lower cervical cord totally severing the lower cervical 
and upper thoracic cord passing through the spinal column at the level of C7 
and T1 into the posterior aspect of the back. The bullet 1s removed from the 
posterior aspect of the back, 56 inches superior to the r19ht heel and 55 1/2 
inches sup-er1or to the left heel, 3 inches to the left of the m1d11ne of the 
spine in the medial aspect of the left scapula. The entrance wound 1s 61 1/2 
inches superior to the right heel and 59 inches superior to the right heel with 
the head turned and posit1ont?d so that the wound in the face correspands with 
the path of the missile into the neck and spine. ·· The total thickness from the 
entrance wound to the posterior aspect of the back.ts 8 1/2 inches 1n thickness. 
The angle of the penetrating wound is approximately 45• from a sagittal plane 
at an angle from right to left inferiorly and anterior to posteriorly at 
about a 30° angle with a coronal plane. · 

SECTION 

The abdon1rial pann1culus measures an inch 1n roax1ruum thickness. The 
skeletal muscles are red and f1b111ary;· There 1s scarring present over the 
right anterior-superior chest w1th pleural adhesions present 1n this area. 

. . 

175 ·- 1~ 
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BODY CAVITIES 

There is approximately 25cc. of blood present within tha right thoracic 
cavity and some subpleura1 hemorrhage that is present affecting the right 
and the left in the posterior apex. The missile did not enter the right. 
pleural cavity. 

HEART; 

AORTA: 

ESOPHAGUS: 

TAACHEAt 

BRAIM: 

GROSS DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANS ,. 

The heart weighs 450 9rams. The myocardium 1s pale 
brown. The valvu1a~ surfaces reveal no significant 
changes. There is focal yellowing of the subendo­
cardial areas affecting the left aspect of the inter• 
ventricular septum. The right ventricle measures 
Sr.m. in maximum thickness. The left ventricle 
measures 20mm. in maximum thickness.. The coronary 
ostia originate in normal position and have a normal 
distribution over the epicardial surface. There is 
minimal intimal proliferatfon present, Focal yellow 
plaquaing is present in the atcending aspect of the 
aortic arch but ulceration is not present. There is 
no significant dilatation affecting the chambers of. 
th@ h~irt, . 

Focal yellow plaques are present throughout the 
. aorta·but ulceration and calcification is not present. 

The great vessels originate· normally. There is 
-. perivascular h~rnorrhage affecting the right carotid 

artery but no penetration of the wall. The right 
-subclavfon artery is laceratud1Z 

- Parti'ally digested food fragments are present throughout 
the esophagus. · 

Hemorrhagic mucoid material is present throughout the 
upper trachea. 

' 
The right lung weighs 300 grams. The left lung ~ieighs 
325 grams •. There is diffuse.congestion. consolidation 
and hemorrhage affecting the right upper lobe of the 

. lung. Frothy fluid is expressable from the sectioned 
surface. There is minimal wrinkling of the pleura 
diffusely throughout the pulmonary parenchyma. 

· The brain weighs ·1400 grams. There ·is iome fiattening , 
of the gyri and narrowi~g of the su1c1. The cerebral 
vessels are symmetrical.· There is no subdural, . 
epidural» or extradural hemorrhage present. There is · . : 
no significant flattening throughout the cerebral vessels. . 

1 

KIDNEYS: The kidneys weigh 175 grafl1s on the left and· 150 grams : · ···· 
on the right. _Jhe capsular surface is smooth. The 
parcnchyma is of nonnal coloration. The cortfcal-
medullary junction is promine·nt. 

3,76 

.. ~: 

,,. ,,· ., .. ~ ..... --- --· 
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PAHCREASl 

LARYNXt . 

THYROID: 

· SPLEENS 

DUODENUM: 

GALLBLADDER: 

Bl.AODERt 

PROSTATE$ 

COLON: 

· SMALL INTESTINE: •. -
ADRENALSt 

; . 

--·--·~·---. ·-·-- . ~. 

• 
. . 

·1he pancreatic p&renchyma is well preserved. The 
lobular pattern is preserved. rhere 1s no fatty 
1nf11trat1on present. The parenchyma 1s yellowish• 
grey. 

There 1s diffuse hemorrhage present throughout the 
superior larynx along with submucosal hemorrhage 
that is present within the 1ntra•laryngd_l-- areas. 
There is a tracheostomy perforation that is superior 

· to the thyroid penetrat1ng_to the ~1ght of the pyra• 
m1da1 lobe. . 

No significant changes. 

The spleen weighs 80 grams. The capsule 1s wrinkled. 
There is no capsular thickening present. The follicles 
are not·praninent. 

Tho stooach contains approM1mately lOco~ of p~rt1ally 
digested food fragments. Thete 1s no ulceration present./ 

. No significant changes. 

The gallbladder contains approximately. Sec.- of light 
green b11e. No stones are present. 

The liver weighs 1600 grafus. The parench)'ffla fs pale 
yellowish•brown~ The lobular pattern ts accentuated. 
Theparenchyma 1s quite soft. · 

There is approximately 25cc. of cloudy yellow urine 
· present. 

No significant gross abnormalities are present. 

-The appendix is present. 'The colonic contents 1s nonnal. 

There is alternately liquid and gaseous distention 
present throughout the small intestine. 

The adrenals are 1n nomal position and weigh 8 grams , 
together. The cortex is bright yellow. jhe medulla 

_· 1s grey~ · · 

. l'J,7 
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LUNG-:· 

· .. 
PANCREAS: 

KIDNEY: 

THYROID: 

LIVER: 

ADRENAL: 

SPLEEN: 

HEART: 

SKIN: . 

• MICROSCOPIC SUMMARY 

Focal areas of intra-alveolar hemorrhage are ptesent 
throughout. O.therwise the alveoli are well preserved 
without hyperdistention or collapse. There is a loss 
of bronchial epithelium free within the lumens of the 
bronchioles. The pulmonary vessels reveal no signifi­
cant changes·. 

The pancreatic parenchyma is well preserved. 1:he i.$.l._et~ 
and acini are well .p"teserved. There is l:}inima1 conges_---: 
tion present but no fibrosis -or .hemor--rlfii.ge. · · 

The glomeruli and tubules are well pres·erved. There :i;s~ 
no parenchymal fibrosis evident or vascular prolifera~· 
tion present. The tubules are filled with eosinophilic 
material. There is no collapse of .the tubular lumen. 

The follicles are uniform and., regula~. There is a small 
quantity of oxtravasation of mature erythrocytes into · 
peri-follicular locations. Cellular inflammatory reac­
tion is not present. There is no ma:xgination of poly- , 
morphonuclear leucocytes within the areas of hemorrhage, 

There is diffuse cytoplasmic vacuolation throughout the 
hepatic cytoplasJll being distributed througl10ut the lo­
bules and in.both pericentral and periportal locations • 

. A small number .. of mononuclear cells are present in por-
tal areas. There is some variation in siz~, shape of 

· the hepatic nuclei... The vacuoles that are present are 
irregular in size 11 being numerous in some cells and 
being single large vacuo_les in others with a disruption: 
of cytoplasmic borders ii1--~ome. · 

Ther~ is congestion of the i~ne.r cortical zones of the 
adrenal. The cytoplasm is othorwise well maintained., 
The cortico-medullary ratio is maintained .. 

Tho follicles are present but withou/·-secon<lary reactiV( 
centers. There is some congestion of the pulp but foca: 
hemorrhage is not present •. 

~.The myocardial fibers are well preserved. Tho nuclei 
are regular. Fibrosis is not present throughout tJH~ 
myocardium and cellular inflammatory reaction is not 
present. The-atrium reveals no significant changes. 

There is dermal hemorrhage present but no accumulation 
of polymorphonuclear leucocytes. Blackened debris is 
present throughout the. hemorrhagic area of the dermis 

, having no identifiable form. There is pronounced eo­
sinophilia of the collagen bundles. There is hemorrhag, 
into the dermal !'ayers with an alteration in the tinc­
torial properties of the epithelium with focal fragmcn• 
tation of the epithelium adjl.cent to the area of dermal 
hemorrhage. 

178 Continued .. o .... ~ .. 
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A6S-252 Continued ••••••••••••••••• 
MICROSCOPIC SUMMARY 1 Page?• 

CORONARY: 

PROSTATE: 

There is moderate intimal proliferation along with an 
extra cellular deposition of lipid within the sub­
intimal areas along with lipid filled macTophar,cs pre­
sent in this location. Small foci of perivascular inon.o, 
nuclear cells are present in.tho regions of most pro• 
nounced intimal proliferation. 

The glandular elements are well preserve al with out anr i 
significant increase in• collageneous connective ti:5suc. 
Inflammatory reaction is not present. 
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Form 388 

Autopsy No. 

THE CITY OF MEMPHIS HOSPITALS 

AUTOPSY PROTOCOL 

A63-252 Service Med. Ex o Hospital No. 

Jr. ame Martin Luther Kin. 
pprox:i::r -e-1-y 

Date of Admission DOA Date and Hour of Death 4-4•68 P .M • 

Date and Hour of Autopsy 10: 4 s P .1-.r. 

Assistant Pathologist Drs .Sprunt and Francisco 

Checked by Date Completed 4-11-68 

PIKAL PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS 

PRIMARY muns: 

I. Distant gunshot wound to body and face 
A. Fracture of right mandible 
B .. Laceration of vertebral artery; jugular vein and 

artery, right 
c. Fracture of spine (T•l, C-7) 
D •. Laceration of spin~l coTd (lower cervical, 
n ,., . Submucosal hemorrhage, larynx 
F. · Intrapulmo~ary hematoma, apex right upper 

SECONDARY SERIES: 

1. Remote scars as described 
2. Pleural adhesions 
3. Fatty change li_ver, moderate 
4. Arteriosclerosis, moderate 
s. Venous cut-downs 
6. Trache?stomy 

LABORATORY FINDINGS: 

. Blood Alcohol -
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PROVISIONAL ( )· 

Fl NAL O{) 

NAME OF DECEDENT 

TENNESSEE DEPARThlENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

- OFFICE OF THE CHIEF MEDICAL E-INER 
858 Madi son Avenue · 

Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

AUTOPSY REPORT 

CASE NOA6S • 252 

COUNTY Sh0lby 

Martin Luth0r King, Jr. RAcE-N---sEx---M- AGE~ 

HOME ADDRESS ----N-u-.. ,-t R-OR_S_T_Rt-, T-----..AA..1.t..Jl .... .1~p~J..-1,p,....,dlir-/~0Jw~':YO-sr~g:-:1i:-cia1:-----S-TA-TE ____ _ 

COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER J. T. Francisco, ~;.n. 
ADDREss Memphis, Tennfjssee 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL_PL.hu....i ... 1__...,A..._.__..c..,.a .... n ...... a:a...l...,e,.,.~---------~~-------
ADDRESS M""mpl:ds, Tenn.osso@ 

ANA TOM I CAL DI AGNo s I s _....,GiH:UoHttH,is..,..,hi+011:H:.-t--¥1W'\alO...,ut+.' llH=. e:1~ti:-i03--bs-· oeed'¥y:.......-aa.~RH:d~fHR'tieeie!'!--'"Ww~+i-Y't-i"lh~:-· ___ ......,_ __ 
Fracture of.mandible 
Laceration vertebral artery. jugular vein and sub• 
clavian artery, right, 
Laceration of spinal cord (lowf~r cervical. unper 

r • • 
thoracic), 

Intrapul1~onary hemat9ma, apex, right upper lobec------
. -~-·-""" -' . 

cAusE oF DEATH Gunsl1ot wound to spillal column, lower oe-rvieal, upper 
thora_cic 

NARRATIVE OF FINDINGS Death was the result at a ~vinsbot WOUJ:&Q to tho 

chin and ne,;k with a total tmusectiou of the low€r corvical and 

upper thoracic spinal cord and other stxuctures in the necl:. The 
/ 

direction of the wounding was from front to hack• above downward anti· 

.from right to left. The severinr, of the spinal card at tbis level 

ancl to this extent was· a wounq. that was fatal very shortly after its 

occurrence. 
·,, 

·,, ---, 
The purpose of this report is to provide a ce-rtJ.fied opinion to the County Medical 

Examiner and the District Attorney General, 'lhe facts.'and findings tq support these con­
clusions are filed with the office of the State Medical Exa:min~r. 

DATE April 11, 1968 

TENNESSEE OEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH • 144 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FORM #W • Special Chart I I . f 
. "i 

Autopsy No. ___ _ 

/Jr; x -i.s-i---
/ 

\ 

.....,_;'/ 

182. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-------

• • . - Speci~i .. , 14 

Autopsy No. ___ _ 

Ab't-"-<t-· 

~ 

~ 

~:· 

RIGHT 
f) . 

183 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



·,, 
"~ ......... 

fORM #3◄ I - • · •·· ... ,,"' Special Cho·•~ 

·,,~ Autopsy No._ 

J l, 

i 
. ' . 

184 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



·, ·, 
' ·, • • 

#413 :,. 
\ 

' . 
I •. 

,,....._:, 

lEFT 

· 185* 

• -:;HART # 17 

.. 

• ' • I 

.... 

.. 
. , RIGHT C •. ! 

_ ... , 

J 

1 
. \ 

; 

' ' 
' 

~-
1 ~,...... ~ . __ _..,. •: 

,.·, 

. ~--; ,~· ~-,~~ ;,_; -;~~ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




