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FEDERAL s!REAU OF INVES~ATION 

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN CATE INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

BIRMINGHAM'. MEMPHIS 4/17/68 4/4-17/68 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY 

ERIC STARVO GALT, ,, SA HENRY A. SNOW 
aka Harvey Lowmeyer, CHARACTER OF CASE 
John Willard - FUGITIVE; 
(FNU) GALT. 
DR .. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. r- CR - CONSPIRACY 
VICTIM 

REFERENCE: Memphis telephone call, 4-4-,68, and other 
numero,us communications. 

- p -

'CONVIC. AUTO, 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED -----r------,.--------,------------~------1ACQUIT- CAS1='. HAS BEEN: 
RECOVER! ES T ALS FUG. FINES SAVINGS 

TYPED B 

hss 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR □YES [1'J'No 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

APPROVED 

l. COPIES MACE: 

4 - Bureau (44-38861) 
2 - Atlant~ (44-2386) 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 

2 Los Angeles (44-1574) 
3 - Memphis (44-l987) 

(1 - USA, Memphis - HOLD) 
...... ~-- Mobile (157-2627)(In'"f'o'J" 
QV New Orleans . 

4 - Birmingham (44-1740) 
-, S. Birmin·ham - HOLD 

Dissemination Record of Attached Report 

~ Ag~ncy 

Request Recd. 

Date I•wd. 

How Fwd. 

Nototions 

OVER SIX MONTHS 

DO NOT. WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

I SEARCHED ·-­
SERIALIZED • 

y 

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



-----------------------------

• 
ADMlUU~TRATIVE g 

No lead~ are being set forth in t~i~ report a~ 
all lh\ave beiemi lhlaimdl<ed by telep)l:».@ne @r telety~e dllJlrilDlig 
progress @f the inv~~tig~ti@n. 

Two copi~s are being furnished auxiliary office~ 
which have conducted intelll.lsive investigmti@llll iim tb.iil1!l l!lll.atter 
for_ tlh\eir information. 

One extra copy of this report is being fur~ish~d 
to the Mtemphis Office_ marked 99H@ld for 1IJ o S. Att@r>imey 9 

Memphi~ 9 
99 to be released only upon Bureau autlhlcri ty. 

An attempt has been made to limit the vol11.mie (Of 
rep~rting herein and the hundreds of neg~tive coimt~ct~ 9 

which were made during all phase~ of the inve~tig~ti@llllp 
are not being included but the names, addresse~ and the 
reason for contacting these numerous individual~ nave ~eelll!. 
recorded in the Birmingham file in this mattero 

Beginning at the inception of this illl!.vestig~ti@im 
@n the night-of 4/4/68 1 ~11 logic~l CI 9 s alll!.d rexes a~d 
other confidential sources ~vailable to the Birminglbi~m 
Office and throughout it~ territory have b@eim co~t~ct~~o 

_ No positive results resultedo 

_ On 4/8/68, SA HENRY A~ SNOW C@lll!.ta~ted BM 36~-C 9 

a reliable confidential scu.rce wlbio is employed iim tlm@ 
Delivery a~d Money Order Departme~t cf WESTERN UNION ~t 

_ Birmi.nghamo Cl was recqi@e~ted t@ check alll!.y availtmlbJle re~ord~ 
which might reflect~ ~ester~ U~ion m@mey @rder b~ing 
received during the ~~rtinelll!.t period whe~ GALT purch~~®d 
the- 1-966 Mu.st~ng f@r $1 9 995o@O. CI rep@rted tlblat all 
records pertaini~g t@ m@ney orders rec~ived by We$t~rn U~i@~ 
f~r the month of Au~~~t 9 1961 9 had bee~ f@rw~rd~d t@ the 
Main Office @f Western Union ~t Minne~p@li~i Min~es@t~D 
or might p@ssibly be in the Atl~nt~ 1 Ge@rgi~, Area Offic~. 

- 8 
COVER-PAGE 
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BH 44-1740 

Those Agents of the Birmingham Office who are 
familiar with matters relating to the Ku Klux Klan, hate 
groups, and bombing suspects, thoroughly reviewed the 
voluminous files relating to such matters in the Birmingham 
Office for any logical suspect whose identity might be 
reflected therein. This file review did not produce positive 
results, but all bombing suspects were eliminated during, 
the period of the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

A·second subject, (FNU) GALT, is being carried in 
the title_of this report to include.that individu~l as a · 
subject of the Conspiracy violation of the Civil Rights Act, 
upon which the complaint and warrant were issued at Birmingham 
on 4-17-68. The identity of (FNU) GALT is unknowJ:1 to the 
Birmingham Office but mention of him was made by subject 
ERIC s. GALT at the time he exchanged weapons at the 
AERO.MARINE SUPPLY COMPANY. 

An extra copy of this report is being maintained 
in the Birmingham Office for delivery to the USA·, Birmingham, 
upon receipt of Bureau authority. 

C 
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i 
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BH 44-1740 
NPS:jml 
l 

AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
I -~ 

• 

On April 10, 1968, >Mr.· HUGH EGERTON, Postal 
Inspector, Birmingham, was conf;i.dentially advised of 

_the ·necessity for determining any forwarding addresses 
left in either the South Highlands Branch of the Post 
Office or the Birmingham Branen in.the names ERIC s. 
GALT, HARV'Ji:Y LQWMEYER or JOHN WILLARD •. Mr. EGERTON was 
also ·requested to determine, if ppssible, the identity 
and present dispos;i tion of a pa:ckag~ and 'letter shipp~d 
from some company in Ghicago,Illinois• to Mr. ERIC s • .' 
GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue,Bi~mingb~m. He was further 
requested to review the subscribers of all ~<>st Office 
boxes in the main Birmingham station and the South High,.., 

· lands station. · 

. On the same date, Mr. EGERTON advised that 
he could 1o·ca te no forwarding addresses for any of the 
three individuals mentioned •.. Be stated that it is 
impos&~ple to determine the date or disposition of any 
package delivered to 2608 Highland Avenue, unless it was 
registered.or COD, which would pave requi~ed a signature. 
He said that ~ny letters delivered to this addre$S and 
not clainiC;)d would be returned to the sender, if one was 
indicateq, and, if not, wo~ld ~e returned to the dead 
letter station at either Memphis, Te~nessee, or the city 
in which postmarked. · 

On the same date, M~. EGERTON advised that he 
checked the carrier for this particular address to 
determine the identity of people moving away from this 
address during the pertinent period. He determined that 
op October 4, 1967, Mr. SAM J. SCRIVER moved from 2608 
Highland Avenue to 1805 Pinson Street, Tarrant, Alabama. 
On October 18, 1967, Mr. WILLIAM E. WILKINSON moved from 
2608 Highland Avenue to 1805 Pinson St~eet, Tarrant. On 
December 26, 1967, Mr. GEORGE DWIGHT PARK moved from 2608 
Highland Avenue.to the YMCA, Birmingham. 

On April 11, 1968, M~. EGERTON advi~ed that he 
again checked with two carriers, M~. R. H, WYNNE and 
Mr. w. M. VEST, and learned that his carriers' book show~ 
that ERIC s. GALT was noted as no longer living at 2608 
Highland Avenue as of October 28, 1967. · Mr. EGERroN said 

D-­
COVER PAGE 
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BH 44-1740 
NPS:jml 
2 

that this indicated that GALT aad received mail on 
October 28, 1967, or shortly before, and it was returned 
to the carrier on October 28, causing him to make this 
notation in his book. 

On the same qate, Mr. EGERTON advised that he 
had· checked all QOX holders, present and for the past 
two years, in the South Highlands Branch and had not 
found one in th~ name of GALT, LOWMEYER or WILLARD.. He 
stated that he would personally chec.k all the box holders 
in the downtown bran.ch, but tpat this would take more time 0 

E 
COVER PAGE 
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FD-302 (f\ev. 4-15-64) •• 
FEDl;RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

\ • Daoo April 12, 1968 

On April 12~ 1968, Postal Inspector Hugh Egertor, 
Uo S. Popt Office Building, Birmingham, Alc3.bama, furnished · 
to Specigl Agent Lawr.ence G, Gettings two copies of· a· 
Mail Arrival Notice. The Article Number; as it appeared 
on the Mc1il Arrival N6tic;e, was pa:r;-tially. obliterated; 
however, it appeared to be 6 7 6 2 3 6.6 ~- The name and address 
which appeared on •the notice was Eric Galt, 2608 Hi .• Ave o 

The Mail.Arrival Notice reflected that the article was 
mailed and insured at Chicago, Illinois. The notice was 
signed by R. Cherpes on 10-4-67.· The name of the post~an 

.who delivered the package, as it appeared on the Mail 
Arrival ~otice, was not legible to the naked eye. 

~f bit 4-12---68. 
\ ti• 

: at Birmingham, Alabama File# 44-1740 

!:}h:. ·by. SA Lawrenc~ · G. Gettings :rlg 4-12=68 
Date dictated-----,-,-----

~ ,:r 

j_ 
I 

' '':. ,This:document contains ~either recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
,'..> · · )'QU? ag~ncy; it and its c§ntents are not tQ be distributed o ·· .~fh\\i: . ·· , \.· 
t~_t,,·_·':·•.· ' . . , ''. . ·_.-·~ .• ·. ! •.. '- ' !ii:tt - -~..:.1.-;i .. , 
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0-2 04 (Rev, ~ 

Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

j. 
. -UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA HENRY A. SNOW 
April 17, 1968 

j 

Offic:e: . BIRMINGHAM 

Field Office File #: BH 44-1740 Bureau File #.: 44-38861 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

ERIC STARVO GALT; 
(rnU)M~. . .. 
DR. MART IN LUTHER KING~ . JR. - VlCTlM 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

Murder weapon, a Remington 30. 06, -.Medel 760, Serial 
No. 461476, was one of a shipment,from Remington-Arms 
Company, Bridgeport, Connecticut, to Wimberly-Thomas 
Hardware Company, Birmingham, an~ sold.on 8/31/66 to 
AEROMARINE SUPPLY COMPANY, Birmingham. Employees that 
concern recall an individual, who was· later identified 
from photog·raph as ERIC S. GALT, had first visited 
Aeromarine Supply Company on two,occasions Friday, 
3/29/68, when he purchased a .243 caliber Remington 
rifle, Model 700, which was equi:J1peij,on that date with 
Redfield scope 2x-7x; paid casb::and gave name HARVEY 
LOWMEYER, 1907 South 11th Street,.Birniingham. On 
following day, Saturday, 3/S0/6$,·~anie individual 
returned after telephonic contacq,t and exchanged this 
rifle for the murder weapon, a ~emington Model 760 1 

30.06 caliber, to which scope w~s attached. Investi-
gation at address given, 1907 ~ 11:th Street South, _ 
and all surrounding neighborhood revealed· that LOWMEYER: 
or any individual po~sibly iclentical, was unknown as 
residence occupied over thirty years. by elderly mother 
of local attorney, W$ A .. ·JENICINS/.'Records Jefferson 
County Department of Revenue, Birmingham, revealed 1968 
Alabama.license 1-38993 issued to.ERIC. s. GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham~ for 1966 Mustang two-door:,, 
VIN 6T07Cl90647. :Previous registr.ation for this car 
was to WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, residenc¢::... 701 South 48th 
Street, Birmingham. PAISLEY advJsed lie purchased car 
from local Birmingham dealer on 12/15/66 and sold same 
to GALT on 8/30/67 for $1,995 9 00 cash, paid in front of 
local downtown bank after· GALT ha·d visited his residence 
and inspected car on 8/29/67ain respon$e to newspaper ad. 

This document contains neither recorornendaUons nor conclusions of the FBI. clt is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agen.cy; it and its contents are not .to be distributed outside your agericy. 
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BH 44-1740 

Synopsis: (continued) 

Investigation determined GALT rented room at rooming 
house operated by PET~R CHERPES} 2608 Highland Avenue, 
on 'the Southside of Birmingham, on 8/26/67. Maintained 
room until approximately 10/7/67 when departed for 
unknown destination; had in possession the 1966 Mustang 1 

which he kept parked in center median of the avenue and 
apparently used same very little. While there,.GALT was 
unemployed, claiming he was on vacation and did not 

·associate-with other roomers, all ·of whom are being 
contacted. Shortly prior to departure from rooming 
house, received package later determined to have been 
shipped from a photographic company in Chicago, which 
contained a camera and other equipment.· A £tandard 
Oil Service Station on Highland Avenue determined to 
have been source of S & H Green Stamps distributed 
d_uring period 9/8-22/67 1 which were recovered from 
GALT 0s effects in abandoned Mustang at Atlanta, Georgia◊ 
Also, a dry-cleaning ticket recovered at Atlanta 
determined issued by neighboring cleaning establishment 
on Highland Avenue~ Birmingham, under name GAULT.· On 
8/28/67, ERIC s .. :,iGALT:,rented safe deposit box #5511 
at Main Office, Birmingham Trust National Bank, and 
record reveals entries to box after that date on 
September 5j 21 and 28, 1967. Box surrendered to bank 
12/13/67 after receipt of letter from GALT enclosing 
both keyst stating he no longer needed as had moved. 
Letter believed postmarked Baton Rouge~ LouisianaQ, 
GALT determined to have enrolled for five weekly classe~ 
in dance instruction at the Continental Dance Club 
Studios, Graymont Ave. 9 Birmingham, on 9/12/61. Gave 
same rooming house address on registration c~rd. 
Operators of that establishment and-persons.who attend@d 
classes with GALT unable to furnish pertinent background 
in.formation regarding him. Extensive investigation 
conducted in effort to secure further information re­
garding GALT during his period of residence at rooming 
house and also on the days he apparently returned to 
Birmingham to purchase rifle. This encompassed numerou~ 
neighborhood investigationsj contacts with boarding 
housesj hotels and motels, financial institutions~ 
airlines, taxicabs, b~s stations, automobile insurance 
agencies, libraries, laundry and dry-cleaning establi$h­
ments, divorce records, barge line operators, and $ll 
other similar investigative phases, which did not produce 
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BH 44-1740 

Synopsis': (continued) 

additional evidenceo On 4/16/68, a photograph forwarded 
to the Birmingham Office by the Los Angeles Office of 
ERIC S. GALT was exhibited to three witnesses at AEROMARINE 
Supply Company, two of them stating in their opinion same 
was identical to the HARVEY LOWMEYER, purchaser of the 
murder weapon, On 4/17/68, AUSA R. MACEY TAYLOR, 
Birmingham, authorized the filing of a complaint charging 
ERIC STARVO GALT with Conspiracy to_v:iolate Section 241, 
Title 18, USC, and recommended_bondin amQunt of $50,000o 
On same date, $AC JOSEPH H. GAMBLE filed the complaint 
before USC 1\-fILDRED F. SPRAGUE, Birmingham, and warrant 
issued, which is being maintained in Birmingham Office. 
SINCE SUBJECT IS CHARGED WITH MURDER BY USE 0:.1 A HIGH­
POWERED RIFLE, HE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND EXTREME!,Y 
DANGEROUS ._ 

- p -

DETAILS: AT BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

-,3-

• 
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IRWIN, A6 L. o o 4 o • o ♦ ♦ • e o o a ~ • • o O o 

Page Nos. 

132 

129 

166 
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130 

29 

JENKINS, WILL AM ARTHUR .••..••••...••• 35 

JENKINS, Mrs. WILLIAM ARTHUR. . • . • • • • . . • • 36 

JENKINS, Mrs .WILLIAM ARTHUR, SR. (Virginia B.) • • • 

JONES, CURTI 

JONES, R. E 

KEEF, RALPH 

(American Leasing) • 

. . 
. . 

• • • 0 

KELLY, 

KLYCE, JOE 

KLYCE, PET 

o o ~ o o • o o • • • • • • • • e o o 
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NAME 

McCLINTON» 

MORRISON, ROBE 

• • 
INDEX 

D. • 

l\K>RTIMER, JAMES H. • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

MYERS .. MRS • JOAN • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . I . -
MYERS t MARLIN 1 • . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . . 
ODOM, LAURINE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

PAISLEY, WILLI M D.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • 

• • e ♦ • ~ e o o • • o e o 

·!:age N~. 
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42 

83 
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130 
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56 

59 PAISLEY, WILL AM DAVID ••••••.••••••• 

PAISLEY, WILL,AM DAVID, JR~ •..••••••••• 52 

PATTERSON, WitLIAM •...•...••.••••. 39 

PHILLIPS, JIMfY (Standard Oil Service Station) .•• 140 

REEDY, Mrs. 

RUFFIN, 

SAFE DEPOS 

SALTZMANN, 

SHUBERT 9 

SIMMONS, 

SKELTON, 

e • + • 6 b e . . . 134 

40 

88 

BOX# 5517 (BTNB) • . . . . . 
• 0 130 

82 

• e a • • • o o e • • & ~ • o o o 

(VIRGINIA) • • • • • ., • • • 

o • • & • • o o • e o o o a o o 
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CITY MAR~QE B~M 11_.RU'h~GT.IN.~ 
POINTS OF CONTACT BY ERIC S.- GALT. 
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BH 44-1740 
ME 44-1987 
HAS:mas 

1. 

2. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

• 

LEGEND 9F .l.10CATIONS VIS !TED BY ERIC S. GAil.C 
DEPICTED ON CIT~_l\1AP OF BIRMINGHA,.)I~ ALABAMA 

Fictitious address 1907 11th Street South 
given by GALT at time of purchase of rifle. 

- ' 

Location of Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 
Airport Highway, where rifle purchased. 

Rooming house operated by Mr. PETER CHERPE.S, 
~608 Highland Avenue, where GALT resided 
from August 26 1 1967, to ~bout October 7 9 1967. 

Main Off ice of Birmingham Trust ,Nation.al Bank 9 

112 North 2Qth Stre~t, where GALT maintained 
safety deposit box from August 28, 1967, until 
cancelled by bank on December 13, l967. 

Location of Continental Dance Club Studios, 
731½ q-raymont Avepu_e, where GAL'.l' enrolled on 
September 12, 1967. 

Residence address of WILLIAM D. PAISLEY, 701 
Sout\l 48th Stre~t ,. where GALT answered newspaper 
ad to purchase 1966 white Mustang ·011 August 29, 
1967, and sale consv.mmated followin.g day. 

NCfl'E: The address of The Gun Ri\ck, 1507 31st Street, SW, 
and Long-Lewis Hardware Company, 2014 2nd .Avenue North, 
Bessemer, Alabama, are located several miles southwest of 
the area depicted on the map and not readily shown. These 
stores of interest due to d~scriptio:n of i,:odividua 1, possi.bly 
identical with GALT, furnished ty salesman as exhibi.ting 
unusua 1 interest in guns and their ba llisti,cs. 
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HAS:h.ss 

COMPOSITE DESCRIPTION GIVEN BY WITNESSES; 
ARTEST 9 S SKETCH;' AND DATES ERIC S. GALT 
KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN IN BIRMIN@HAM: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Eyes~ 

Hair: 

Complexion: . 
Characteristics: 

Residence: 

Occupation: 

Knowledge of Gun: 

White 
Male 
32 - 3~ 
5 11 8" - 5 9 10 89 

165 - 175' 
Blue; large pupils; habit ~f 
staring-~ntently while 
conversing;others say looked down. 
Medium brown 1 not parted, 
combed back, rather short 
with some "ripple wave'~ as 
appeared to have formerly 
been short crew-cut. 
Medium to pale ... 
Meek; mild-mannered; quiet; 
non-smoker but occasiolllally 
user of alcohol 9 possibly 
beer and/or Vodka. 
Neatly dressed on ec~asio~s in 
business suit-, white shirt and 
tie; other occasions, sport 
clothes. - · 
Rooming house - 2608 Highl~~d 
Avenue, on south side of 
Birmingham, Alabama. 
Unemployed while in Birmingham; 
read newspapers and 99relaxed., i 9 

Witnesses at AEROMARINE SUPPLY 
COMPANY stated subject did not 
appear to have any knowle~ge 
of high-powered rifles~ 

7 

• .. 
•'· 
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BR 44-1140 

DATES AND LOCA"lrliONS GALT KNOWN ffll!LE AT BIRMINGHAM 

October 3, 1961: 

October 3, 1967~ 

Rented ro@m at 2608 Eighland Av@~Me~ 
Birminghamp in boardi~g hoUs® 
operated by PETER CHERPESo 

Ranted safe deposit box,#5517 at 
~ain Office of Birmingham Trust 
Natio~al Bank in downtow~ Birm.i~gham. 

Replied to newsptaper cl~~sli.fiied ad 
for purchase of 1966 white Mustang 
from local resident 1 WILLIAM :OQ 
PAISLEY, at his residernce and S$le 
consummated i~ do~nt@w~ Birmingham 
the following d$y~ 8/30/67. 

Period during which s· & H Gr~e~ 
Stamp:st which were foul!I!d in @ALT~$ 
abandoned Mustang in Atlant~, were 
distributed to customers at 
Standard Oil Service Station 1 · 

2188 Higlmlaind Avenue 9 . Birmingham. 

GALT enrolled for 5 weekly cl~~~®~ 
in dance instruction at Contifil~Dt$l 
DY.nee Club Studios 1 ak~- Friend~hip 
Club 1 Birmi~g~am 9 givimg residence 
address as 2608 Highland A venue~­
Birmingham. - · 

Dry-cle~ning ticket, which had been 
recovered fro~ GALT 0s effects at 
Atlanta, identified as having R:»eem 
issued on _this date for tfuie pre@li!>iirag 
of a coat at ~ayfield Cleaner~, 
2222 Highland Aven~e, under name 
GAULT. , 

Records of Superior Bulk Film ComhJNam.y 9· 

Chicago, reflected ~hipment of photo­
graphic equipment and camera to ~ALT 
at the Highland Avenue rooming bo@ae 
address. · 

I' 9 
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• 

October -7 1 1967 :, 

October 18, 1967~ 

October 22, 1967: 

November 20, 1967: 

December 13, 1967: 

March 29, 1968: 

PETER CMERPESt ~perator of rooming 
_house, ~608 HighlaDd Avenue, signed 
for pack~ge addres~ed to GALT. 

GALT ~r@te ty~ewritten letter fr@m. 
his·rooming house at Birming~am to 
the Superior Bulk Film Companyi 
Cllhic~g@, retil.nrlQ.iimg @n.e cam.era · \\WhicD:h 
llhad be~n. delivered ~l@ng wit~ @t~er 
pb@tographic equipment. 

Approximate dat® of GAL'ffrs departfill.re 
from ~is Birmi~gham rooming llh@~s~, 
and no f~rther correspondence re­
ceived -_ :from him l!»y l?ETEn ClRIERP~S • 

L(gtter from_S!.IJ!)P)eri~r Bulk Film C@mpan.y~ 
Chicago, returned from t~e rooming 
lm@use address at Birmilllgfmamo . 

Re~ords of Superior B~lk Film Comp~nys 
C!blicago; reflect typewrittelll lett$~ 
from GALT requesting a ref~nd on th~ 
retu.u.0 rmed camera be seimt to !blim at 
Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, .il1exico, 
H'.([) te 1 Rio • , 

Record~ of the· film compallly at C~icago 
reflect letter from @ALT advisi~g be 
.ud not received !blis refund and ,re­
que~ting same be sent then to 1535 
N@rth Serra11M:», L«»s Angeler1ff Calif@rnia. 

GALT 0s safe depQsit box, Birming~~m 
Trust Nation~l Bank, Birmingham, 
cancelled a~d found empty upo~ r~ceipt, 
of letter en©lo~illlg keys, believed 
mailed in. Louisianao 

@ALT purc~ased @lll~ rifle from AEROHARXNE 
Supply Company 9 Birmingbam 9 and had 
scrope mounted. 
GALT returned above g'Wl to AEOO!i«ARXNE 
and traded same for t~e mu+der weapon. 

·-10 
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1-302 (Rev. ,1 ,S-6,l) 

FEDERAL BU~EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date· __ 4..;.;/-'l~l=/_6_8 ___ _ 

JOE F~ BXDDJ&E, ~a~~~~~, Sp@rting Goods D@pal°t= 
Ii!~mit, Wimb®l"l@y-Thoma:1:1 Halt"dW~lfd C~pany, 1809 ftlt"fi:llt 
Awe~~e, South, Bimingham, was contacted at approximat®ly 
8:30 a 0 m. and advised that h~ had already been conta©t@d 
by the man frQlm ~emington .• Arm§ Company in Bridgep@:trt~ 
C@nniei.cticut, and ha,l been advised-by him that RemiIDl~it@lli1 
30.06 :irifle, serialnwnber 461476 1 had been sbipP®d it@ 
Wimberl~y on Ma:trch 30 9 1966 9 und®r ~mington invoic® 
nunib~?' 55868. · -

Mr. BIDDLE stated t~at this order wa~ r@~@iv~d 
~~d was, in fact, a shipment of 418 gun~ of vario~~ typ,®~. 

He consulted his record book 9 caption@d Daily 
Report of Sal~ of Guns and PJ.stols, and deteminced that 
Remington'rifle, caliber 30.06, marketed under Re~i~gt@n 
symbol number 9684 9 serial number 461476, had b®ern ~@ld @~ 

A~gust 31 9 1966, to Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Ai~p©~t 
Highway, Birmingham. 

On _.....,4,.._/...,,5.,../_,,,6"""8.____at __ _,,,,_B=i..,..rm......,,i,.,.n."<!.'lg.,.,,h"'"'a""'m"'-19'-"-""A.._.l"'-':a=lhl=a ... m.,.,~""---F-i.le # _ __..,.B""H._____.4.__.4o..;:=:_,,· J!.....,,10...,4"""'(0)"------

by _ _.S""'A"'---"NE ......... Jr .... L..__.P...., • ..__.3""'HA=N=A-H'""A~N.x-:...,j,_..m=l.,__ _______ Date dictated _ _,4,..../....,,1..,.1:u.l....:,6'""'8'--__ _ 

This document contains n~ither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your ag-ency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · · 
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, D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

1 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4/:......;.c;,.ll=/~6_8 ____ _ 

At appr<>xima.tely 10 :30. a.m. DQNALD F~. WOOD 
was con.t.acted at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 A.i,rp@lr't 
Highway~;·. Birmingham, and. advised that he is the son of 
ROQERT E; ·w~n, SR., who' is the owner of the Aeromaril'Jl® 
Supply Company. WOOD was discreetly questioned con­
cerning the sale of ·a Remington ,qaU.ber· 30.06 riflep 
serial numbe!:" 461476, which Aeromarine bad pur~hasced 
frQm Wimberley-Thomas in August, l966. 'DONALD Ii". WC-OD 
immediately stated that he had heard the accounts oft~~ 
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER .KING the-previous day@~ 
the radio and bad immed:i,ately.recallecJ, selling a rif'Ji® 11 

as was described in the ~ewspaper as the murder weap@~ 9 t@ 
an individual about a ·week befc;>r~f the ,murder. WOOD 
imme<li.ately seat"cbed for and found a $ales invoice in lbii$ll 
records and indicated that on ~atu,rday, March 30, 1968, h® 
had sold this gun to an :i.ndiv;i.dual ue:iing. the name HARVEY 
LOWMEYER. 

After obtaini-ng both copies of this sales 
invoice, Mr. WOOD was req~ested ·to acco•pany the int@r= 
viewing Agent to the Birmingham Office of the FBI, wlb.li©h 
he agreed to do. Mr. WOOD was transported to th~ Bi~i~g= 
ham Office of the FBl, where· he furnished the followiIDlg 
signed statement: 

"Birm,ingbam, Alabama 
Apr:i l 5, l968 

"I , DONALD F. WOO:O ,· hereby m~ke 
this statement to-Special Agent ~JL P. SHANAHAN 
who has identified himself tom, as a Special 
Agent of the Federal B1.1:reau of lnvestigationo I 
resi~e at 405· Lanqe Lan~; B;irmingham, Alabama aimd 
subscribe tQ telephone ptµnber 836--.918. I am 
employed by •Y father, ROQERT E. WOOD, SR. at th® 
Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Higbway9 
Binningham, Ala., as a salesman. 

On __ -_,,4..._/...:::5=-<-/-=6-=8'--_at ---=B=i=rm=i=n,,_.g=h-"-am~,--"-A=l_a=b-'-am:;:;;__a~_File # _ __;;;;;_BH=-4~4_;.=_l.;:_1 __ 4.::.,_0_. ___ _ 

by ----"S=A""-"NE=I=L=--=P_.~.,,__:::S=HA=N=A=H=A"'-'-N~:-o&jm=l=----.------Date dictated __ 4c:_/_1_1;_/6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Jt is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.· 
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-------

"On Fri day , March 2~ , 1968, some ti m® 
in the early afternoon I had just returned fr@m 
lunch when I observed Mr. u. L. BAKER, als© a 
salesman, completing the sale of ,a rifle to a~ 
individual unknown to me. Mr. BAKER ~ad ju~t 
sold this man a Remington, Modet 700, Caliber 
.243 Winchester with a 2x-7x R~dfield Scope 
mounted- thereon. Mr. BAKE~ had made this sal~ 
and had also mounted and bore sighted the seep@ 
on our machine. This individual also bought@~® 
box of 20 rounds of ,.243 Norma ammunition. H® 
payed cash fo~ this s.ale. When I first obs~~v@d 
this man be was dressed in a dark business suit 
with a white shirt and tie, as well as I xemembe~. 
He was approximately·5'8" tall, 150 to 160 pound~ 
and had dark hair. He had a medium complexio~ a~d 
appeared to be ~ meek i ndi vi dual.. This i ndi ~ti dutal 
had given his name as HARVEY LOWMEYER and sta:tl;@d 
that he resided at 1907 South 11th Street, 
Birmingham, Ala~ama. He aiso advised that he was 
36 years of age. 

"This informa ti ~>n was· not _given to m® 
personally by thi9 individual 1 but I determined .:t t 
from the bill of sale that was prepared by 
l.Ir • BAKER. 

uFollpwing the sale this individual l®ft 
the store.carrying the gun in a cardboard box 
utilized by the Browning Manufacturing Compa~y. 
This box was used because with the scQpe mount~d 
the rifle would not fit in the no,:,nal Remington~@~. 
He also took the eJ)lpty Remi~gton mariufactu.r@r' :rs · · 
carton with him when he left. 

· ''lt was, as best I ~ecall, either 1at®X' 
that afternoon or.early tbe following Saturday 
morning when this individual called on the tele.,, 
phone and stated that he bad had a conversati©n 
with his broth~r and decided that the gun be had 
purchased was not th~ gun he wanted and he ~@qu®~t®d· 
whether he could exchange- it for a Remingt©n, ~@d@X 
760, 30.06 caliber. I advised him that w~ ~@1mld 
make this exchange but that it would cost him a~ 
addition~l $5.00. 

· 16 
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BR 44-1,740 
3 

ttAt appro~:i,.mately 9:00·AM on Sat@~day, 
~arch 3Q, this same individual returned t@ th@ 
~t@re with the gun h@ had previously pu.~cha~®de 
When he returned th® g~n he had the gun ~till i~ 
th~ Browni~g bo~. I told him tbat I would ©ha~g® 
the scop@ fr~~ the caiiber .243 rtfle to the 
lil:(»dal 760, btit that it would t~ke me until apK,i)lt"@%i= 
mately 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon and I 
instructed him -w return at :;J :00 ·o'clock" and it@ n»irt1mg 
the original nemJ.ngton be~ foT the caliber .243 
weapon with him when he.came as! would ~@@d a fu.xQi~ t@ 
g;;'tore the gun in. I gave him · the ttodel 760 g\\llill atfilld 
l b~lieve that l left it tn the Browning ©a~to~. X 
did not receive the $5.00 because in exchanging th® 
scope X had to use a w~aver b;lse and ring~ i n[jt®~dl 
of the. Redfield base and rings· and this mad® ~P th® 
cost difference. I also.exchanged tm bo~ @f .243 
caliber ammunitiQn for a box o;f 30.06 anmm.niti«:m 
which I b~lieve was Peters C9re Lokt, 150 g)l"aiIID~ 
20 rounds per box. He left the store car~ying t~~ ~l!l!~ 

- in the cardboard bo~.. · 

vvnuring tile cou;rse of oui- dealings @).(j) 

Saturday l asked th1$ individual why he didn't w~~t 
the calJber .243 gµn and I told him that it w~s ~ 
big enough gun to bring down any deer in Alabam~a H@ 
stated in an ·offhand manner that he wanted th® 30.@6 
caliber gun becaus~ he was goj. ng to use it to lbll!l!tm it . i fill 

Wi~consin. 

fQ At th~ present time this is a.1.1 that JI ©~ID.I. 
rem~mber conc®~ning the transaction with thi~ i~~iwi= 
dual. 

"4/5/68 

"I have read this signed atatemettt a@d · 
accept where I have initiated o.ne correction. E 
find it to consist of this and two Qth~r pag®s a~d 
it ·is true and correct. 

·"/rs/ OONAJ.&D F~ WOOD 

H/s/ NEIL P. SHANAHAN, Special Ag®Rlltg 
FBI, 4/5/68. 

"/s/ MARVIN M. · EUBANKS, Special Ag@inrft:, 
:nu, Bi;rmi.ngham, 4/5/68. ~~ 
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5701 BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT HIGHWAY:. 
BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA 35212-' .. · 

TO 

1f CHECr. is ~IVCtl 1M FU\.L OR ,1.fl:T J'ATNENT FOR THIS IKVOICE., t•T\.I SHJ.LL •El[,MN WITH $!:Lt.ER CliltL C:HECI:_ His 
CU.AR'ED I.AN,t 1K WHICH DRA.WN, AT THE: OP'HON OF TKE Sl\.l.E.R., 

RECEIVED BY 
MERCHANDISE CANNOT BE RETURh'f.D fOR CRFDIT, REFUND OR EXCHANGE AFTER 10 DAYS FROM SALE DATE I PURCHASE INVOICE MUST ACCOM?ANY ALL RETURNS. ' 

-• . ~->- ···.·. . .,•.·{· ... •· ... -.-~_. .. ; .. _.·.-~:~_n.::.t./.:~.- ...... , .. ·, . .., .. _ .. ,. 
. "':' ·:: ~ 

INVOICE 
NUMBER 

NET 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1 

Date April 8 2 1968 

DONALD F. WOOD, residence'405 Lance Lane 9 Birmingham, 
the son of the owner of Aeromarine Supply Company, Ail!:'port 
Highway, was asked if he could identify a customer who pur~hased 
a gun case for a Varmint model rifle on March 29, 1968. WOOD, 
after checking his invoices, noted that there was such a sal~ 
made on March 29, 1968, but the invoice was made out to 'gCash. 90 

WOOD recalled, however, that this customer is a regular cuatom~r 
who is a white male, about 25 years old, five feet, te~ inch@s, 
170 pounds, long, black hair, whose first name iS JOHNo WOOD 
further recalled that he had sold a Browning pistol to this man 
about two--and one-half years ago. WOOD then checked his r>eccord~ 
and identified this man as JOHN WEBSTER DeSHAZO, 17 Montevallo 
Lane, Mountain Brook, Alabama, who purchased- a Browning Standa~d 
Weight Pistol on December 11, 1965. 

Later on April 7,. 1968, DON WOOD made available the 
following weapons which had been identified by JOHN WEBSTER 
DeSHAZO as having been handled by the person who purchas@d a 
rifle and scope sight at the Aeromarine Supply·company o~ 
March 29, 1968: 

weapons. 

One Browning Safari grade, caliber .243, 
bolt~action rifle, Serial No. 3700Z5, 
Stock No. 946A. 

One Remington Mode 1 700, heavy barre 1,. ~ 
Varmtnt .243 Winchester, Serial No. 2~6009 9 

Stock No. 753A. 

One Remington Model 788, caliber .30~30, bolt= 
action rifle, Serial No. 020726, Stock No. 756A. 

Mr. WOOD was furnished a receipt for the above 

On __ 4_,_/--'7-"/_6_8 __ at --=B=i=rm=i=n=g=h=a=m"""''----""A;....:;l=a:....::b=a=m=a:..__ __ File # __ B_H_---,4,_,,4_--=l-=-7-=4-=0 ____ _ 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT ME 44- 1981 
and WILLIAM A. SAUCIER RMB:mas 4/8/68 

by , .. ;-1 . _ _ _- Date dictated ---------
This document contains neither recommendati~lis nor con1s~ns of the FBI. It is th~ property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its. contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF l_NV.ESTIGATION · 
1 

Date April 14 9 1968 

Immediately following the receipt of a package· at 
approximately 12:30, a.m., April 8, 1968~ containing three 
weapons from Special Agent ROBERT Mo BARRETT, ·special Agent 
RALPH N. BUTLER hand-carried them aboard ·a Delta Airlines· 
flight; changing to an Eastern Airlines flight ip Atlanta, , 
Georgia, and ultimately acc;ompanied tllem to Mr. GEOR<GE BONEBRAKE 
of the FBI Identification.Division at approximately 8:00 ~.m. 
on April 8, 1968. · 

These items, from the time they were delivered to SA 
BUTLiER,, did not leave his possession until deli~ered to Mr. 
BONEBRAKE. 

Birmingham, Alabama -
On __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 __ at Washington 2 D. C. File # __ B_H_4_4_-_17_4_0 ____ _ 

by __ S_A___,..RA_t;_P_H_N_._B_U_T_L_E....,R ___ : m_a_s __ . ---.,-----' Date dictated __ 4_/1\l_/_6_8_-___ _ 

. This document contains neither recommendations]l;•concl~ of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be disiJ'Tuuted oul!§,tUyour agency. 
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D-302 (Rev, 4-15-6-!) 

l FEDE_RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4---'/_l_l...;./_6_8 ____ _ 

At approxi~ately 1:00 p.m. on April 5ll 1968, 
Mro ROBERT E0 WOO:P, SR., and DONALD F. WOOD ac©@mpa.ni®d 
the interviewing Agents to the Aeromarine Supply_Co~~a@y, 
5701 Airpqrt Higbway, Birmi~gham, wh~re DONALD F. WOOD 
made available a Remir,.gton Model 7QO, caliber ,.243, ,ri.fl<.eJ, 
which was believed by them to have been b~ndled by tlhl® 
unknown i Iidi vi dual who had purchased_ t~e Rem ngtoim ~@d® Jl. 
760 rifle on March 30, 1968. DONA,r..D F. WOOD also fanlt'Imi fSlh@d 
nine boxes of caliber .243 ammunition from their inv@~t@~Y 
stating that one bo~ of this ammu~ltiOQ was believ®d t@ 
have been handled by the individual who purchased th<e g@iio 

DONALD F. WOOD also furnished a set of Redfield bases aimd 
rings which had .been the o~igin~l ·ba~es and rings f~r~i~~®d 
by the manufact~rer of the Redfie~d scQ~e. 

Immediately following the :rece:l.pt of th@se iit®m~, 
SA NEIL P~ SHANAHAN band car:ried them aboard a United Ai~,,;, 
lines. flight, changing 'to a·Delta flight iri Atlanta, @®@~~i~ 9 

and ultimately accomp~nied them to Mr. GEORGE BONEBRAD~ @f: 
the. FBI Identification Divi.sion 'at app~oximately 8:00 p.~o 
same date. These items,- f;rom the time they were deliv®X"®©l 
to SA SHANAHAN, did not le~ve bis po$1ses$ion until deJLi l'®rreid 
t9 Mr. BONEBRAKE. . 

/ 

4/5/68 Biimingham, Alabama BH 44=1140 On ______ at -------------File# __________ _ 

SAs ~IL P. SHANAHAN and 
by __ · __ N_E_I_L_G __ • _MA_R_T_I_N_: _N_P_S_/.,.;::ja...m_l _____ ~---Date dictated--4_/_l_l/_6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its conte-nts are not to be distributed outsip~ age~! ' 
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· FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL SUR EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date _. ---"'4...,/__.,8~/2-6-8.__ __ 

JOHN WEBSTER DESHAZO, 17 Montevallo Lanep M@@llilt~illil 
_ Brook, furnish·ed the following: 

· DE SHAzo· is a regular and treq1,1ent customer at .&ewe= 
mat'i,ne Supply Compa~y, Airport· Highway, BirJPingham.. DE SHAZO 
1s· also a me111ber of the National Rifle Association· (NRA) allild 
therefore has- an extensive and-avid interest in•weaponso 

On March 29, 1968, DE SRAZO went to the Aercl!Ji\~Wil!M:1 Su)¥lply 
Company, arriving sometime al;'ound 3:00 P.M~. He was the:it'e f@:w 
about one to one and one~h~lf. bo:qrs. iAt the time he arrived 9 

' the ~on of the owner; DON WOODS, was out to lunch, and DE smro 
wanted to conduct his business_ with WOODS. About twenty millil11:rite~ 
after DE SRAZO arrived, a man in a ~ark shade of brow~ busilliless 
suit which was wri_nkled as it he had been. working or travieli.lIDg~ 
came into the stQre. ·. nE· snzo said his "first impression of this 

· man was _that ·he did not ·1ook like a hunter or an outdoorsmallil 9 

and.that he appeared to be out of place in the store. it was 
apparent to DE SUAZO in watching this man that he did !Dl@t 

know anything about rifles. lie _·looked at and handled sew@~ial 
dif1erent weapons and fi~ally decided.to buy a Remi11gt@!fi\ 
Model 700 .• 243 Winchester,. Be also ordered a Redfield Va~iable' 
scope.. The total cost of th-i.s pu~chase :would have been :a.boot 
$270. ·DE-SHAZO recalled sayi,ng to this man. uy9uive really 
got quite a gun the·re - you'll have to learn how to use it~ ~9 

The man replied that he_ was going _dee,,. hunting with his brothe'.lf 9 

or brother-in.,law, in Wisconsin,· who had invited him to huw,rt o 

_ · ,· This. man also said that he was now able to buy a rifle ~{{l) he 
was going to get a gc;,od one. SQmetime while DESHAZO ~a~ 

-observing this m~n, he noticed that he could detect the @d@ir 
of alcohol on his breath. He said_ the man was not dru@k p 

bleary-eyed, nor was h~s speech slurred, but he had defi~itely 
been drinking. DE SHAZO sa.14 when be left the store thi~ 
purchaser was still in the store waiting for a salesmal!.'J n~mn@d 
BAKER to get the scope sight mounted on the rifle that tbis 
man had purchased. · 

·-
4/7 /68 -- at Mountain· Brook. Alabama, File# BH 44-1740 

.': 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
-b WILLIAM A. SAUCIER:RMB:.jbt D t d. d 4/8/68 _ - y ----'~==;;;.....;;;;;...;_r-....::="-"--=-'=~=~-----=-aa..------- a e 1ctate ---=-----'--'-------

- This document contains n~ither recommendations nor conclusions of t~I. It i;,.tk property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents ate not to be dl-Stributed outside your ~cy. --~ 
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: /, :;2:<• .. < .. : '~,:,:-(/:\:_,, .· , :·:. : .. ·:_: 
. BH.,44"'!'-1740 ·· . · .•,. . .. .. . . .. 

. ,:. : · ?:'.)!~f tf i;,~;~\~~;' ¢o~l4 · i~q~l:l o~lY .two laborers c-img 
·. , .. , · ·. , ;Jira,:to:' ,t:he ,.store:while this man W;iS there and that · there 1111e:i'i"e 

· :_· .. ,.•'tw~,:p.er-$oais\b'e~:~D:0/.t~e •.counter, BAJCE~--~nd ,a man named SlfE~D~~ .. · 
<;\,: . · ... .- ,:i··\.;{f,:?rr:{}}.:".-<:···:::.. . .. . · . . . 
)/, .· . _:,.:•,,· ':_·:;·::;-DJ:;:'iS~:ZQ:C'said·,;tbe:'.•Dlan:·gav~ DE· SUAZO the impr@s!Si@lID. 

·{~:;,~:. .· . :Y~(,_~'..,~;l!~~'.!~~~:i~~~~~;i~~~~,~l~~~:~~~~a:(11~{~( ~Tht:~._:ma~:·.~a,s. quiet_~ scf t~s~~®~ 9 _
1 .. ,,., ... ;.-.a:n~ .. wa~,.1,1<>1,,,~~-S.~:tt~y,,p_ .• Qiii,g a:t ~ny .. 1:i,~e.. DE. SHAZO sllllia §)@we:umlt 

_;:t[[t{L·;;'.()·: 

·.,,·-:,·.·:-:,,,,:r:: · ... ,, · ... ,_:x--.>;•·Wetgli:tt····~,.;'"~'i .. :,.,,:,- · '.· ···170··- l75 .. lbs 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

On 

FEDERAl- BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 4/8/68 
Date----~-----

On April 6, 1968, JOHN DENNIS HANNERS, 809 Meg Drive~ 
furnished the following: 

HANNERS went to the Aeromarine Supply Comp~ny @~ 

Airport Highway twice on March 29, 1968. The first time was 
aboutlO:OO A.M .. , and he was there for about an hour, dur:!@g 
which time he made a purchase. He returned sometime betwee~ 
2:00 and 2:30 P.M., and stayed until. sometime after 4~00 PoM .. -
About fifteen minutes after he arrived, a man wearing~ b~~i~~ss 

~· suit, dark br~wn in color, came in and looked at so~® rifle~& 
From this man's actions it was obvtous to HANNERS that this 
man knew little or nothing about rtfles~ He was waited@~ by 
an employee named BAKERe He finally purchased a Remingt@~ 9 
model unknown, rifle and ordered a scope sight to be i111st~lled 
at that time. BANNERS ·left sometime after 4:00 P .. M., -a111d :t1it -

. that time this pure.baser was. still in the storeo At the time­
HANNERS leftt the purchaser was watching BAKER. equip the rifle 
with the scope sight. HANNERS said he is quite poisitive h.e 
could identify this purcha~er if he ever saw-him againo 

HANNERS recalled that thi~ purchaser talked t@ ~ 
customer who was in the store at th~ .same time on March ~9~ 
1968, which customer was buying a gun case for a Varm.ill'ilt 
model rifle. Thi~ customer apparently was well k1nvow111. to BAUR · 

,. and HANNERS recalls seeing this customer have some co111wers~ti@ll1l 
with .the purchaser of the ~ifle. 

HANNERS advised h~ had no conversation with this 
purchaser nor did he hear hi~ mention any name, loc~lity 9 @©~U= 
pation, residence~ and/or automobile. When HAN~RS left time 
stor~ be noticed tqere were several cars parked i~ th® st@~e 
parking lot, but could not recall any one specific ca~ 9 e~~e~t 
a small red midget-type compact •. HANNERS further said- he ~~d 
never seen the purchaser of the rifle before nor has he see~ 
him since tll'is occasion. 

4/6,7/68 at Center Point, Alabama File# _B_H_4_4=_11_4_0 _____ _ 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by WILLIAM A. SAUCIER:RMB:jbt Date dictated __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 ___ _ 

Thie document contains neitlier recommendations nor conclusions JiiJ ~B;~ a4 the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents··are not to be dtstributed outside y~i-agency. · · · 
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DNlffllRS f\\lll"Ullished th~ followirmg deSCiri)P-)ti@IIil @f the 
p@rc~a~er @f t~e ~ifleg 

ma~e 
Sex 
Age 
Heigll1rfl; 
Weigllilt 
kir 

Cl@thing 

Speech 
Manner 

Wflblite 
Male 
Abo\l.llt 38 years 
5 t 10" 
iSO lbs_., with slight 1-i)l»«>>tn 
Dark brown and wavy @!Ill t@~9 
thick on the ~ide~ 
Open as if l@@ki@g intefill.tlJ ~t 
something 
Dark brow~ busi~ess. s~it 9 

white shi~t a!Illd tie 
Possibly S@~therfill. 
Acted sby 1 quiet s~@k®® 9 @@t 
forward, in ma.mmeJr @r S>E})@ech ~ 
not ""bserved sm.@kilmg ~ 

On April 1 9 1968 9 JOHN DENNIS HAmmRs said b@ did. 
llllot rec®ll hearing t-he purchaser of_ the rifle sp®:m.k ®fill.@1llltfril 
t«:il defin!itely ide1r1.tU:y ·.his voice or his acce!Iilt 9 if ~®1 • 
He <O>flllly recalls the p1Ulrcbiase:ir specific@.lly sayi~g t@ ~Alfrt~ P 

i1m conimecticni with the purclma$e of t_he riflej) tq1°11L tt£ke tfhli~ 
/ 

I~ going over his actions in the store @im ~ mi~~t~= 
t@=millute ba~is, HANNERS said he believes be arrived-bet~®®@ 
~~00 afill.d 2:30 P,.Mq tlhlait the l)\\lllrChaser of the .rif·le ~lr'Jrivad 
f iftee1m. mii1mtes la:ter, that tbe son of the @'itmer @f the ~.rt@'.!r'ie) p­

DON WOODS~· ie~mme· into tlh\® stip,11:'e abo~t thirty lfflliw11tes a1cte1e tllle 
p@rch~ser of the rifle had ar~ivedt and that Wt~RS left the 
st@~~ about @ne a1md ~ne=half hours afte~ he h~d fir~t ~~wived~ 
which would have been s@metime betwee!!ll 3~30 ~nd 4~0© i'P>.Nl: 09 ~.-it 
wtnt©b t,ime the P,l!.)Jlt"©!m~sell" · of the rifle was sti 11 ifill the ~it@lt'®" 

H!\mffllRS. recalled that th~ Y(IJ)U@.g !l\Ul.lil.l wh@ W'$!.S Iblimyi@g 
the gun case fer the Varmint model rifle w~s a white ima$le i flll1.bmnt-
25 years 9 fP10" 9 110 lbs., black 1 thickgl@fillg lb.ab'' cc~w,rubied 
st:waight ·!back$ Th.is individiu1l was still iim the ~t@:ite witlhl time 
pwrchai.ser when HAIDfflRS left e , _ · 

HANNERS. said that the pr~iurcfro$l~:rt" drew JBIArffliii.!~S ~ $1i.ti!;e.1rot:fi.@fil\ 
'because <0>f his obvious lack of k!l:llowliedge c©@ce:wni@g :it" ilf Jl® ~~ . 

2S 
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!IAimERS al:!00! recalled that the1re ~,as ~tmorth.ew saJLe~m)iil.n 
lb>elrnftll.nd the C@\lllllllter @ther tha!Jll lE:~IDll.:R who was gt'ai.y=had.wed. H.AlNllmRS 
:h.l.lrtlJM~lr :irecalled ~eeiirag 'that th@Jr@ was mroi:re tha»,\lli @UM'!l rt/fle comi 
tliM!> C@l!.mmter d1mri!l'.llg ihe time tlllle :purcha$elr of the Wif:!I.® \W@.SJ 
id :l'Lscussi!lllg the JP>llll:il"CID.i~~e with BADRe 

26 

- --·····- ------~------
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _____ 4--"-'-'/8 ........ l6¥w8 ____ _ 

U. L. BAKERj) 1408 Clermont Drive, advised he is ~1lll 
empl@yee of the Aeromarine Supply Company, Airpo~t Highw~y 9 

Birmingham. In connection with the sale of a gun case fo~ a 
Varmint model rifle~ BAKER said be recalled making such~ 
~ale~ but could not recall the date rior ·the name of the 
~ustomer. He .said-he cQuld not state that this gun case w~s 
sold on the same date that he had se>ld a rifle a~d sic@pe sights 
which was }iarch 29 9 1968. He said th~ man who bought the gmm 
case was a frequent customer, and described him as a whit@ m~le 9 

· 27 - 28 years old 11 5 '9° t 180 lbs. i heavyset, with blollld ~ 
th.inrling hair. BAKER identified the other salesman 9 who wo1i.d.d 
have been behind the counter on Marc'1 29, 1968, as the m.&lin~ger 
of the store, Je HOYT STEPHENS. 

In connection with the accent or speech of the pe1rsm1 
who pu~chased the rifle and scope sight, BAKER said he believed 
it was from "this" (Alabama) genera,1 area. BAKER said that 
the man who purc;hased the rifle had left the store Olrtl Mal'ch 29, 
1968~ and came back later in the afternoon a~d picked up the 
rifle. He was asked if it wa~ possible that the man sta;w<sd i.ID! 
the store during this time, and BAKER said he was not s~~e& 

On __ 4_/_7_/_6_8 __ at _B_1_· r_m_i_n_g.;...h_a_m_~ _A_l_a_b_a_m_a ___ File # BH 44= 1140 

SAs ROBERT M. BARRETT and 
by __ · _W_IL,,_L_I_A_M_A_._S_A_U_C_IE_R_:R_M_B_: __ j_b_t ______ 08te dictated __ 4_/S_/6_8 ___ _ 

'fhis documen;t c,ont~ins neither_recommendatio~s 11:or conclu.si.ons oft~. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
~~ur ag-e'i}cy; 1t an.,d. its cont~nts ai:e ':lot to be dµitr1buted out~1de your ~il:Y. . 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF 1NVESTI.GATION 
! 
-J 

1 Dllte 4/8/68 

J. HOYT.STEPHENS, residence 1108.South 55th Stweet 9 

Birmingham, •Said he is the manager· of the Aeromarine Supply 
Company, Airpor·t Highway, Birmingham. STEPl{ENS said he «»C©$lS= 
ionally work,s behind the counteJ;"_and would be the persollil ide@= 
tified by a customer-as a gra,y .. i.ai?'ed salesman other tha1m M1r. 
U. L. BAKER. 

STEPBE.~S · said he c.ould no~ reca 11 anything collilce:rr@imig­
the sale of .a gun case tQ-r a VarD,1;i.nt-type rifle nor the s~le 0>f 
a Remington ri,fle and $Cope ~ight on M~rch 29, 19680 

on _ _.,c..4_,_/,..:..7..:../""""6""""8 __ at Birmingham, A labarna_ · . File # BR 44~ 1740 

sAs R08ERT ¥. BARRETT a~d 2B 
by _ __:.:W-=I=L~L~IA::::.:M:::.....:A~.,!......!:S~A~U=C=I=E=R.s.:i R!!'.:;'_M=B=· .,_.: j,...b...,,t,,_· --~--,-. . ....,._.....,.,Date dictated _ ___,,,4..__l.,.,_8..._/f2=8.........., __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the· property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your ag-ency; it and its contents are not to be d~stributed outside your ~~ncy. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64). 

On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF ll'!VESTIGATI.ON 

1 . Date _____ 4.=......../8=-· ~/6~8 ____ _ 

A. L. IRWIN 9 7822 Sigth Avenue South 9 a patrolman 
employed by the Birmingham Police Department, advised he i~ 
presently attending the police department academy for ro@lde 
policemen. · 

IRWIN recalled· being at. the A~ro Marine Supply . 
Company, near the airport j Birmingham, on: March 29 !' 1968)) fer · 
about an hour· between 4 ~30 and 5 :30 :P·.M. _. IRWIN recalled seeing 

.a customer in :the store wearing a darkbuSipess suit. Be could 
only recall that this man was. a white ipale, age about 36 9 

about 5°8" tallj about 160 pounds, with dark hair. IRWIN said 
he could recall nQthing else about this man or if he was still 
in the store when IRWIN left. He did recall there were several. 
cars parte·d outside the Aero Marine Supply when. he left 9 b11lt 
could recall none specifically. -~ .. 

4/6/68·• at _..,,B,.,.i.,...r....,m~i...,n~g..,·J....,ja...,miD-9-9 _.A~lf!.,,.b_,_am.._._a_~_File # · BiL 44-1740 

t,,,: SAs ROBERT lt. BARRETT and IR:: .. by . __ ._w.....,.,u ..... :r .... ,.r .... A.._.M_ ...... A ...... ..__..s...,A...,.U...,.C...,I-E....,R,__._;....,.R,...M .... B_._:..,,.j-.h-"'-t ___ --'-2;;:..;9=.· D~te ~ict~ted . 4/8/68 . 

This document contains neither reco_mmendations nor conclusions of the FBI. ·n is ·the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
·your ag~ncy; it and its contents are. not to be d\stributed outside your agency. · . · 
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BH 44-1740 
JTA:cap 

On April 6J 1968, CHARLES F~ CiH.IDLE, employed 
at Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highway, 
Birmingham, Alabama~ advised that he did not recall 
observing the individual at Aeromarine Supply Corr~ any 
on March 29s 1968 9 and March 30, 1968 $ wh(o purchased a 
rifle and a scope. · 

On April 6, 1968, J. HOYT STEPliENS 9 employee 
of Aeromarine Supply Company, 5701 Airport Highways 
Birmingham, advised he did not recall observing the 
individual at Aeromaririe Supply Company on March 29 and 
30 1 1968, who purchased a rifle and scope. 

30 
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BH 44-1140 
MR 44-1987 
HAS :mas 

The foll~wing classified advertisement app~a~ed in 
the morinilI!lg miews:paper, The Birmingham Post-Hera].d, 11.1mi.der the 
uArticles for Sale" column in its issue of March 30, 1968, 
a~d had appeared in the evening Birmingham News during th® 
pertinem:(t period: · · 

Rifles--Shotguns--Pistols 

BROWNING--REMlNGTON--COLT 

--Hi~standard--Ruger--Winchester=­
Weatherby--Savage--Smi1;:h & Wesson. 
over 1,000 arms in stock for your 
selection. Surplus Rifles, Pistols 
and Shotguns at pargain prices. 
Leather Bolts and Holsters. Gun 
Scopes, Polychokes & Recall pads 
installed. Shotgun Shells 1 Reloading 
Supplies & Equipment at discount , 
prices. Colt Anniversary Presentati@~ 
Revolvers. 

REMINGTON PRIMERS: 
RIFLE AND PISTOL 

$6 pell:' M. · Sh~tgufil 1 $10 per M. 

BlITTf=-=SELL-=-TRADE 

&\EROMARJINE SWPLY CO. 
5701 Airport Hiway 595=2142H 

\ 
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