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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

x 

FD-209 ( Rev. 9-13-65) 
OPTIONAL FORM NO. TO SOTO-IO6 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA GEM. REG. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC 170-333 

SA GE'iVE L. GARRETT 

NO 1618-R (prob) 

DATE: 

6 

4/26/68 

CI [] SI XXR ( Prob) 

fl PCI PSI R 

Dates of Contact 4/25/68 

Titles and File #5 on which contacted 

MURLN 157-10673 

Purpose and results of contact 

ZUNEGATIVE 

F  POSITIVE 
 STATISTIC 

qX  Informant certified that he has 
furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact. 

Rating 

Very  Good 
Coverage 

RM (KIA ii) 

No personal weakness noted. 

- 170-333 
- 157- 10673 

/ 
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I 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) _ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date_....:4=-/-=1~7/~6=8;;;........_..,.,....._~ 

WALTER LANE~Y, owner, l,orraine Hotel-Motel, 
406 Mulberry Avenue, phis, Tennessee, advised that a check 
of his records reflec ed the following named persons as 
having been registered into bis motel on either April 3 or 
April 4, 1968, or bot.t. h. dates: 

1) GERALD HAR LL 
Room No. 
on April -4, 1968 
address: ~27 Urguhart Avenue 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

JAMES 
Room o. 11 
on April 3-4, 1968 
addrezs: 78 West Trigg Avenue 

· . Memphis, Tennessee 

M. JA KSON 
Room No. 12 
on A:zpri ,,-3, 1968 
no add ss given 

R. . ERS 
Room ··No. 200 

· on April 3, 1 
no address g 

WILLIE WI AM 
Room· No. 01 , 
on April 3, 1968 
address: · .. 810 Pa 

Atlan 

R. B. COTTO 
Room No. 202 
on April 3, 1968 

/ 
on Street 

, Georgia 

address: 408 Third Street 
Marks, Mississippi 

31 

00 _4~/_1_1~/_6_8 __ at Memphis, Tennessee F'ile # Memphi@ · 44 ... ,l987 ,, , 

SA EUGENE A. MEDORI, JR. and 
by _SA_:___;_S~TE=P=BE=N_M:..;;..=.... -'D=A..;.;:R=L=l=N=G=TO=-.;;;...:;;.;N_=S=MD=/'--'m'--n=r;;;__ __ oate dictatEid, __;;::4:.£../.:1...:.7~/6.::c..8=---~--

. 
This document contains neither recommendatiomi· nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propf:lrty of the FBI and is loatled to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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2 

7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

13) 

14) 

• 

::EN~ 
on Ap.:ir'~~~. 1968 
address: 3204 St. 

Columbus, Georgia 

BERNARD~ 
Room No. 06 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

~tlanta, Georgia 

TRACY ---1aHT 
Room N~r~08 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address jdven 

ANDREW 'YQffNo 
Room No. -209 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

tlanta, Georgia 

JOHN WI M 
Room No. 210 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334~uburn Avenue 

nta, Georgia 

WARREN LA N 
Room No. . 
on April 3..-4, 1968 
address: ;tl076., Wal ton Avenue 

· Da on, Ohio 

EUGENE CO Y 
Room No. 2 2 _ 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address;;i en 
WILLIAM MA NEY 
Room No. 3 1 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

32 

• 
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3 

· 15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

26) 

21) 

22) 

• 
I 

P.A. ~E Room N 303 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room N. 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no addres~g · en 

JAMES ORA E 
Room No. 04 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

A;J4nta, Georgia 

JESSIE J~~ON 
Room No. 305 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 3~6 East 47th Street 

~&icago, Illinois 

MARTIN ,{NG 
Room Nd'. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

~7•nta, Georgia 

RALPH ABE-ATHY 
Room No. S06 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atl nta, Georgia .· 

DOROTHY CO N 
Room No. 
on April .-1968 
address: 33 Auburn Avenue 

lanta, Georgia 

JAMES LO .· 
Room No • 30~f 
on Apri 3~, 1968 
address~. 231 Chancery Court 

Alexandria, Virginia 

JOSEPH UW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 45 Tiemann Place 

New York, New York 

33 

• 
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4 

23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 

29) 

30) 

on April 3 4, 1968 

CHARLES BA~· Room No. 31 

address: 506 Kansas Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 

STERLING TU~ 
Room No. 311 
on April 3- , 1968 
address: 6 6 Third Street, N.W. 

Washinrton D. C. 

Reverend SAMUEL K S 
Room No. 312 
on April 3-4, 19 8 
address: 704 South Parkway East 

mphis, Tennessee· 

JEANS 
Room N. 4 · 
on April 3-4, 196}-' 
no address givo/' 

MABELLE HEND¢Ks 
Room No. 315 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 767 Peachtree Street 

lanta, Georgia 

JAMES WE 
Room No · 
on Apri , 1968 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

~tlanta, Georgia 

A. D. G 
Room N .:... 201 · ' 
on April 4, 1968; 
address: Lo;,;isv lle, Kentucky 

0FFELIN RUTHE · RD 
Room No. 202 

· on April 4, 968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

34 
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31) 

32) 

33) 

34) 

35) 

36) 

37) 

38) 

39) 

, 

IAMS 
203 
4, 1968 

J.B. WI 
Room No 
on Apri 
address: 25 0 Jackson Avenue 

rrest City, Arkansas 

HENRY A 
Room No. 
on Apri 
addres : 334 Auburn Avenue 

~

1 ta, Georgia 

BERNARD LAF TTE 
Room No. 2 • · 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

anta, Georgia 

C. A. D 
Room 20 
on Apri , 1968 
address: uisville, Kentucky 

L.B. 
Room • 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

HERMANS~ 
Room No.~i4 
on April 4, 1968 
no_ add~es .-given 

EARL CA WELL 
Room N. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no addrs given 

JOHN~LL 
Room No. 1 
on April 4, 1968 
no addres-.;z;gi en 
S. MC COL GB 
Room No. 1 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
35 

• 
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• 
40) ---- B~LL first name not given) 

Room No 3 
on Apr. 4, 1968 
no addre~s g en 

41) JIMER GUE R 
Room No. 4 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 750 Pearl Street Grrnad,; Mississippi 

42) Reverend B. R 
Room No. 202 

43) 

44) 

45) · 

on April 4, 968 
address: 5320 South Drexel Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

w. BENNETT 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
icago, Illinois 

SONI 
214 
4, 1968 

3 6 East 47th Street 
icago, Illinois 

VEL 
room number 

il 4, 1968 
8407 South Ribash Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

36 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 . Date April 26, 1968 

Reverend SAMUEL B0'1, minister of the 
Monumental Baptist Church, 7 &iiuth Parkway Bast, who 
resides at 2215 South Parkw~y st, Memphis, Tennessee, on 
interview advised as follows: 

Reverend KYLES, who hiiS 1 :tved in Memphis for 
approximately the past eight ye~rs, is on. the Executive 
Board of the Memphis, Tennessee, Br~nch of the National 
Association for the Adv~ncement of C~lored People (NAACP) 
and is also a .,ember of the Souther~ Cllmristian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), the national headq~~rters of which is 
Atlanta, Georgia, and the President of which, up until 
April 4, 1968, was Dr. URTIN LUTHIR KING, JR. 

Reverend KYLBS (idvised th~t a sa!!llitation workers• 
strike began in Memphis 9 Tennessee, February 12, 1968, and 
that shortly after its start a group of Negro ministers in 
Memphis, including himself, banded together to form a group 
wnich adopted the name of Community on the Move for Bquality 
(COMB), raising funds for the s~~1t~tion strikers and 
assisting them in daily MJ.rcbes and other strike-support 
activity. He stated that as e~rly as March 18, 1968, he, 
along with some of the other 00MB leaders 9 induced Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHBR KING, JR., to come· to Memphis where, on the night of 
March 18, 1968, he gave~~ inspiring talk at Mason Temple 
to approximately 10,000 to 12 9 000 peopl~ 9 urging the Negro 
coamunity of Memphis to u~ite behind the sanitation workers. 

KYLES and some of the other COO leaders also 
induced Dr. KING to return to Memphis on the morning of 
March 28, 1968, to lead a •ssiv® downtown arch in support 
of the sanitation workers. 

Considerable breaking of dow~town windows and looting 
resulted during this miarcb 9 as a result of which KYLIS stated 
the sanitation strike reirJsived rM1ti'°imwide publicity, and 
Dr. KING agreed to return to Memphis, along with other SCLC staff 
members, in early April, 1968, to conti~~e support on behalf of 
the sanitation workers. 

On 4/23/68 at --=M=ec.=m.=ap=h=i=s:c...,11----'T::..:e::..:n=rm=e:::..::s=•=..:~~--File # Memphis 44-1987 

SAs BOWELL S. LOWB 
by and WILLIAM B~ LAWUNCI WID.a;gmb Date dictated __ 4=/L.:2=5=/,_6=8=------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned· to 
your ag.ency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Reverend S recalled that Dr. KING actually 
returned to Memphi on Wednesday morning, Apr 3, 1968, 
with several of hi staff associates includ g the Vice 
President of SCLC, Reverend RALP~ .. ABBRN. HY, and his 
administrative assistant BERNARD D. T all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 4 6 Mulber, y Street. Memphis, 
and actually KYLBS had rented rooms for some of tte SCLC 
staff members 0 under his name. He pointed out that actually 
he was registered in Room 312 of the Lorraine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968, although he did not physically occupy this 
room and did not now recall the exact SCLC individual who 
occupied Room 312. He recalled that Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306, as did Reverend RALPH D. ABBRNATHY. , , 

He recalled that Dr. KING and his staff remained 
in Memphis on the night of April 3, 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis' on April 4, 196.8. In addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespread publicity in not o,QJY the 
Memphis news media, including the two daily whit.f.newspaperJf, 
but also on virtually all of the rai.dio and ~elevi~ioiLstations 
concerning the presence of Dr. KING and his ·staff ilf/11~"~,is 
and of the f·act that they were staying at the Lorraine."Motel,/ 
He stated he could not recall the specific radio broadca·st ,'' 
but there was at least one broadcast, possibly more·,· whiofl1 

even gave the room numberp namely Room 306, in which Dr. KING 
was staying in Memphis, and that this information was readily / 
avail~ble to anyone who tended to read the newspaper or took.,' 
the time to listen to the radio news broadcasts. In other 
words, he said it was no secret as to where Dr. KING was 
staying. 

Reverend KYLBS recalled that he personally went 
to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 3s30 p.m. on April 4, 
1968, and recalled that the Operation Breadbasket band, 
a singing group of the SCLC, was rehearsing in=ne o the 
rooms in the motel, this group beiDg led by BBN BR CH,a 
former music teacher of Memphis, Tennessee. joined 
this group and they all sang various hymns and SCLC songs 
until approximately 5 p.mtt At this point, Reverend KYLBS 
went to Room 306 of the Lorr~ine Motel to visit with 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., and Reverend RALPH D. ABBRNATHY. 
He pointed out that he had earlier invited Dr. KING and 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his home at 2215 South Parkway East for 
a "soul dinner" on the evening of April 4, 1968, pointing out 

38 
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• • 
that Dr. KING and Reverend ABJmNA'fflY both savored "soul food~" 
which would normally consist of neck bones, chitterlings, 
turnip greens and black-eyed pe$.s, ta.ltlld that his wife had 
consented to cook such a dinner for Dr. KING and his group •. 
He pointed out that both KING and ABERNATHY had been reminded 
by him earlier that dinner was to be at approximately 6 p.m. 

He recalled that during t approximate period from 
5 :30 p.m. to 5:55 p.m., Apr~l, 1 8, that Dr. KING,. 
Reverend ABERNATHY and Revere BS s~t and talked in 
Room 306 as Dr. KING and ABB A - dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. At a time estimated by KYLBS 
as being 5:55 p.m., or ther abouts, Dr. KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, the door of which faces -
west and overlooks a swimming pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry street, which is a narrow north-south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KING's room, 306, was on the second floor and 
as one walks out of the room there is a balcony and walkway · 
area, the balcony having an irolll rail approximately ~hree· _ .· 
feet high to keep one from falling off t be balcony. · Dr. K'lNG, 
KYLBS recalled, stood on the balcony and was speaking with· 
various people standing in the parking rea of the motel . ''""':, 
directly beneath him. One of the per ons with whom Dr. KIN~t' ,--:: 
was speaking was Reverend JBSSI JAC N, an SCLC staff mem~~._, 
from Chicago, Illin .is. KYLES rec led leaving Room 306 and(-.'· 
going out and tal ng with Dr. KING, telling him not to _;: 
br iDg too many ople to bis house or there would not bt!, /' : . 
enough food to satisfy all of them. KYLES also recalled · 
that SOLOMON ONBS, a local Negro who works for one of the 
funeral h s~ had been Dx-.: KING!s ·chauffeur while in Memphis 
and that KING may have ma.de some comme!Dt to JONES about getting 
the car ready for their trip to the KYLES residence. 

Reverend KYLBS also recalled that at about this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied shaving cream 
to his face preparing to take a quick shave before departing 
to dinner and t at KYLBS and KING were standing side by 
side on the bal ony and he also recalled that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY BS IDGB who is an attorney for SCLC and who 
was in Memphi with the Sc.LC staff. 
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\ 
I Others recalled by .being on the ground 

level within viewing and li e distance of Dr. KING 
were Reverend .JAMBS L. L9 ~lso of the SCLC staff :and 
who has recently been.li ing in Chicago, and several 
young Negroes, names no r«:icalled 9 who had been. hanging 
around and supporting the sanitation workers strike. 
Be pointed out that he would put these folks in the 
c.ategory of uhero worshipers'0 who liked to be around KING 
and other important person~ges. 

At this point, KYLllS ~~timated the time•as 
being approximately 6 o'clock p.m. 0 ~nd ~tated that he, 
KYLBS, started to walk north on th~ balcony walkway toward 
the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establishment for 
the purpose of gett~ng his c$rP which was parked on the 
parking lot. He~called looking down and saying something 
to CBAUNCBY BSD B who was standing on the ground and 
estimated that · had walked iipproximately four door.,,lengths 
north of Room 3 6 when he, KYLES, heard a loud but possibly 
muffled sound. At first he thought it was ·, a noise from 
the immediate area possibly caused by the backfiring of 
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the immediate vicinity. 

He was next conscious of seeing Reverend JAMBS L. 
ISBVBL who had been standing on the ground north of Room 306 

. running to the motel!1area ostensibly for cover and recalled 
some uDknown individual yelling in a loud voice, "They've 
shot MARTIN." At this point he turned around and looked 
back south toward the entrance of·Room 306 and was next 
conscious of seeing Dr. KING's prone body. KING was resting 
on the balcony floor with his back to the floor, his face 
facing upward, his feet partially protruding through the 
grill work of. the iron railway,and his head headed in a south­
easterly direction toward the passageway just south of Room 
306. 

KYLBS continued that he took a quick glance at 
KING's prone body after reachi~g same and saw a gaping hole 
in what he recalled to be the right side of KING's face 
in the area of his cheek bone and p~otruding downward into 
his neck area. He stated that he was not familiar with 
guns or gun wounds but he subconsciously realized that the 

\ 
,' 
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noise which he had heard bad undoubtedly been that of a 
gunshot which had wounded Dr. KING. He pointed out that 
KING's eyes appeared to be open and that he personally 
felt KING may still have been alive. He was not conscious 
of anyone else near KING'S body at this time and pointed 
out that he went into a state of shock and ran rather 
hysterically into R~o 306 where. hEll attempted to use a 
telephone for the pu ose of calling an ambulance. In 
the meantime, ABBRN HY had run t of Room 306 with 
shaving cream stil on his face in an effort to see what 
bad happened to Dr. KING. S pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to p k up the phone properly to 
call the motel switchboard to ask for an ambulance and 
recalled ABBRNATHY running back into the room and telling 
him to settle down and ga~n his composure as everything 
would be all right, 

KYLBS came back out of the room to the vicinity .of 
KING's body and was next conscious of seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers running on foot toward the vicinity of 
KING'S body and recalled some of them yelling, ''What happened?'' 
He stated that he recalled yelling at some of the po_lice , 
officers to call an ambulance. He was next conscious of· 
Reverend ABERNATHY lea~ug over KING'S prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get some response from him and could 
recall hearing ABBRNATHY say, 09MARTIN, can you hear me?" 

Reverend KYLES recalled running into Room 306 and 
grabbing up a bedspread off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING'S body. He recalled that a white 
male employee of the United States Justice Department, name 
not recalledg who had been staying at the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large gaping wound on the right 
side of KING'S face. 

Within a few moments an ambulance arrived to take 
K body to a hospital and he recalled that a JOSBPH 

an African who is a photographer and who was staying 
t motel, took some pictures in the immediate vicinity 

and that many of the people who by this time had come to the 
balcony seemed to point toward the west side of.Mulberry 
where there is a thicket of bushes and empty land bordered 
further on the west by the back side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which face on M:ain Stteet and indicated in 

41 
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their pointing and co1D81lents that the shot probably came 
1 from that general direction. In other words, the sho:t 

came from the west toward the east. 

Thereafter, according to Reverend 
ambulance crew took Dr. KING'S body to the S 
Hospital. 

Reverend KYLBS looked at a series of photographs 
which appeared in 'Life Magazine," issue of April 12, 1968, 
some of which were taken immediately aft~r the shooting of 
Dr. KING and prior to the arrival of e ambulance and,1wh:Lcb 
depict Dr. KING's prone body lying ce up on the concrete 
walkway on tte second floor balco of the Lorrain~ ·~-11,,otel 
and taken by Photographer JOSB ow. He stated lb:-:t·~ the 
only people that ~e uld ident f y by name in the ea~,;: 
photographs prior t the arriv 1 of the ambulance we~·(,'f-~/;- c , . 
Reverend ANDRBW YO G of the SCLC staff ,and some local.,;:-\')~• · · 
unidentified Negr. s who were apparently assisting in an • ./ 
effort to render immediate first aid to Dr. KING. Reverend , 
KYLBS pointed out that these photographs must have been tak~n 
almost i•ediately following the shootin.g of Dr. KING becau$e 
they do not show the bedspread over KING's body. ·. 

He stated that very few people actually were . 
cognizant of the fact that Dr. KING was to be a dinner guest 
at his home on the evening of April 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been invited to his reca ection were Dr.9,:.ING 
his brother, Reverend A. D. WILLIAM G, and tw~of be 
latter's companions, Mrs. LUKIB W and Mrs. BORG • IS, 
both of Louisville, Kentucky; a that Rever A ATH ·. 
was to have been there, as was CHAUNCEY B DGB. , e stated 
that Reverend ANDRBW YOUNG and ROSIA WJ AMS, both of the 
SCLC staff, were also to be his dinne ' guests on that 
evening. 

He stated that to his recollection there had been 
no publicity concerning the fact that KING and his small 
party were to be his dinner guests and that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr. KING walked out in front of 
the doorway of Room 306 and stood there some four to five, 
minutes prior to the time that he was shot. 

42 
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Reverend KYLB!s~ated that he had searched his 
memory during the in?ne vening time subsequent to Dr. KING's 
being shot and that a no time could he recall seeing 
anyone to the west o northwest from which direction he 

· is now convinced thef shot came. He saw no one looking out 
any of the windows /in the buildings facing Main. Street, 
the rear entrances of which would have faced the Motel; 
and he saw no one on the ground below. ~ 

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCBY BSKR B 
shortly after the shooting and that· BSKRIDGB who wa on the 
ground level in the parking area in front of the, Motel 
stated that after the shot_he, BSKRIDGB, had run west 
from the Motel to the middle of Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with any firearm either on the ground 
or in an=o the buildings. Reverend KYLBS .recalled that. 
S>LOMON JO S has been reported to have stated that:31lllf~··saw ," 
someone ssibly with a white headpiece in the ground ,11~~::· ,_ 
just west of the west side of :Mulberry Street behind ffle · ··· :< 
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend· KYLES stated that in fairness to JONBS, 
JONBS could not have seen the ground area which he had 
originally described because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which surrounds the swimming pool and 
that JONBS would have been behind this wall when KING was 
shot and could not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as this wall is about eight feet 
tall. . 

Reverend KYLBS concluded that none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other acquaintances in Memphis 
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movements in the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel immediately preceding or during the time that 
Dr. KING was shot. · 
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On April 18, ).968, :IIABLBS. ~JID, 830 Kansas 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, personally contacted the 
Memphis, Tennessee, FBI Office and advised SA HOWELL s. 
LOWE and SA WILLIAM H.· LAWREICE that he registered into 
room 310 of the Lorraine Motel on the afternoon of March 
30, 1968, and remai.n.ed registered at this motel until 
April 4, 1968. He departed f·rom this motel just prior 
to 6 P.M. the evening of April 4, 1968. 

' ' 

BALLARD advised he was not at ::t-be motel at the 
time Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot and· advised he has 
no knowledge regarding who may· have shot Dr. KING. Be 
stated that during the period he resided.-a't the motel, no 
one inquired of him of any i»:formation ~·eg._~ding Dr. KING, 
and he noticed no one in particular expressing any unusual 
interest in the location of Dr. KING's room at the motel. ·~ '.. . 

BALLABD stated' th.at when he departed the motel :" -; ' 
at approximately 5:45 P.M., April 4, 1968, there were sevet-al 
persons walking around in front of the motel. He stated 
he paid no particular attention to these persons and is 
unable to recall anyone in this group whom he knows. 
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rMpril 23, 1968, SA's HOWELLS. LOWE and WILLIAM H;. 
LAWRENCE in rviewed an individual identifying himself as_JAMES 
E:t,MORE PHI IPS, JR., who resides at 1592 Short Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and who is a senior at LeMoyne College, 807 - 25 
Walker Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS advised that on or about March 30, 1968, 
he checked into room 315 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, 
Memphis, and continued to stay there until the late afternoon 
of April 4, 1968. He stated he well recalled the arrival of 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, in Memphis on the morning of April 3, 
1968, and recalled that Dr. KING and several of his Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) Staff associates checked 
into the Lorraine Motel on April 3, 1968, with Dr. KING staying 
in room 306 on the second floor, which was several doors nor.t.h 
of the room occupied by PHILLIPS. ·: 

PHILLIPS stated that he left the motel about 5:45 p.m'., 
Thur y, Apr 1 4, 1968, w~th ome of his associ~-~, CHARLES · -
BAL ' CHA LES LA VERNE CA GE, JOHN BURRELL s~·~~, and 
EDW HAR , who also h been staying at the motel. PHILLIPS 
stated he eft on foot, walked south on Mulberry to- Butler Street,' 
west on Bu ler to Main Street·, where he caught a #45 r,walker Homesrr 
bus, a city bus, going south on Main Street, catching this bus 
almost immediately after arriving on Main Street. 

He stated he rode this bus to South Memphis and walked 
to 1644 Hanauer, apt. 2, the apartment currently occupied by JOHN 
B. SMITH. He stated upon arrival at the SMITH residence, someone 
had on the television and they heard the report on televisio.n that 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., had been shot at approximately 6:01 
p.m. as he stood on the second floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel. 

PHILLIPS stated that at no time during the period in 
which he stayed at the Lorraine Motel did anyone, to his recolle~tion, 
inquire as to where Dr. KING was staying or as .to which room was 
being occupied by Dr. KING and he saw no individuals in the area 
arousing his suspicions. 

PHILLIH3 stated that he paid no particular attention 
to the buildings on South Main Street just west of the Lorrain~ 
Motel and recalled seeing no one look out any of the windows in 

/. 
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those buildinis d ring the- late afternoon of April 4, 
when he was in e process of leaving the motel. 

PHI IPS stated that as he was walking from 
motel toward the bus stop, as indicated above, he did 
see anything of an unusual nature. 
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. WYD JOVIE-< owner, J~m•s Grill, 418 South llain 
Street,·advised t¥t~t

1 

approximately 3:55 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968, he arrived at the Grill, and parked directly in 
back of a white Mustang that was parked on the street directly 
in front of his Grill. · He. stated that he believed that the 
car had Mississippi license pl~tes on it because they were of an . 
orange or orangish-tellow color. Be stated that upon parking the 
car he went into the Grill w~ere be saw a stranger sitting at. the 
bar having a meal. He s'tll.i«!d that it was unusual for him to get 
any strange customers ih the Grill since most of his customers· 
were local people of a steady ttature. Mr. JOWERS.described the 
stranger as follows: · 

Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Age: 
;Ha:l,r: 
Complexi.on: 
Dress: 

White 
Male 
5' 8'' to 5' 9" 
160 pounds 
Heavy 
27 to 30 
Sandy 
Ruddy 
Wea~ing a dark suit. 

He stated that the man finished his meal and left·the 
Grill, and he could not notice in which direction he walked, 
but he did not get into the white Mustang, which was parked.,in 
front of the Grill. · 

Mr. JOWERS stated that this same•individual returned 
to the Grill at about 8:00 p.m. on April 5, 1968, and ordered 
breakfast. Mr. JOWERS stated that in his estimation, this 
individual acted strangely because he seemed verf' :.,..c-.lm when .. . •. 
everyone else at the Grill and in the area was excited over the·· 
shooting. In view of the fact that he felt the individual was 
acting s+.range and also because he was a stranger in the area, ; 
Mr. JOWERS.called the Police, and told them that·he had a man· of 
a suspicious nature at the Grill. He said that when the stranger 
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finished his breakfast, he left the Grill and was arrested 
on the sidewalk in front of the Grill by the Memphis Police 
Department. ~ 

Lieflltenant JIM U ·ISON, Homicide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department,~~ r. i emtifi9d tnis arrested individual 
as GENE PEARSON CRA RD, 32=8 WestwGed Gu-dens, Jacksea, 
Tennessee, wbe was etermiDe4 to have had no part in the 
murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KIBG, JR. 
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Mr. GILBERT STEPHEN (STEW) , 935 Parkhaven 
brive, Memphis, Tennessee, advised he i employed as a clerk 
in the Fine Paper Departll\ent of Tayloe Paper Company, 425 South 
Frait Street, Memphis. 

Mr. CUPPLES stated he hft work at approximately 5:03 p.m., 
drove his 1959 white che•rolet Impalae and parked it immediately 
across the street from Jitn's Grill located at 418 South Main 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee.. He said he parked the car 
heading south and ~ediately behind in the next available parking 
space to KENNY ~BR's Camero.. He said when he parked his 
car h• . :,ecall~s ing several cars parked across the street in 
the vicinity of he entrance to Jim's Grill. He said he recall• 
seeing JIMMY R's white Fairlane Fora parked directly south 
of the fire hydrant lrac ted near the entrance of Jim's Grill 
and recalls seeing JO RS' Cadillac located in the first parking 
space north of the fie hydrant. He said JOWERS operates Jim's 
Grill. CUPPLES stated he recalls seeing a white Mustang that 
could have been a 1967 or possibly 1968 model parked directly 
in front of JOWERS' Cadillac. He said this ~u,tang had black wall 
tires and believes it had large hubcaps. He . said wien le entered 
Jim's Grill he walked behind JOWERS' Cadillac and, therefore, 
did not nottc, very many details of the Mustang. Be said he . 
does not ir·, a1l :.the color of the interior of the Mustang . 
and did no · · notice what license was on the Mustang. He said he 
got the impression the Mustang was dirty or not freshly washed. 

Mr. CUPPLES stated he was playing the pinball machine 
and the shuffleboard machine and that a great deal of noise 
was caused by these machines and the jukebox and, therefore, he 
did not hear what activity was occurring outside the grill. He 
stated sometime later he learned, at approximately 6:05 p.m., 
a deputy sheriff came to the door of the grill and instructed 
everyone to stay inside the grill until further notice. He 
stated shortly thereafter he and others in the grill looked 
out the front window and he recalls that the Mustang be 
had seen parked in front of 30WERS' Cadillac was gone. Mr. 
CUPPLES stated he did not see anrone enter the Mustang or drive it 
awa. 
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Mr. CUPPLES advised that after the deputy 
sheriff had told them to stay in the grill he believes it 
was a police officer that entered and told them all to write 
their names and addresses on a piece of paper. He said it was 
not until then that he and others learned that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING had been shot. He stated he did not hear a shot that was 
fired. 

Mr. CUPPLES advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerning activity in this area. 
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. Mr. DAVID M. wfoDt1 3639 TOWlnS 61 Memphis,.~vised 
he is 8J)lpl,:,y9e~ with Ta~;· Paper Company, 420 SOltth Front 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, as a city desk clerk. ·· 

Mr. WOOD advised he left work at approximately 5;00 
pom., on April 4, 1968, and walked alone to Jim's Grill, located 
at 418 South Main Street, Memphis .. He eaid h~ "alked down Ruling 
Street to South Main and crossed So\lltc1f•in di-.gonally toward 
Jim's Grill. Re ai.d he would e~timate it was approximately 
5:05 p.m., when he wa

1

lked in front Of a Mustang automobile which 
was parked cloa.to Jim's Grill. He. explained there is a fire 
plug on the east side of South·Main Street very close to ihe 
entrance of Jim• s Grill. He stated immediately to the north 
of the fire plug was parked a white ~'ti-ac that is owned by 
the owner of Jim's Grill •. Be said immediately in front of this 
Cadilla~, which would be the second space north of the fire plug, 
was.parked a Mustang. Be stated he is familiar with Mustangs · 

41•~ and .knows this was a Mustang automobile. Re said he felt that 
this was a white car that appeared to be dirty and not recently 
washed. He said this car did not have hubcaps, had.black 
tires, but he did not notice the interior of the car. Be said 
he did not look at the license(J but glanced down and there was 
no front license plate. He said also he noticed in the window 

- there was no city of Memphis sticker in this window. He said 
he does not recall that anything else was hanging from 
hangers or the rear view mirror of this caro 

Mr. WOOD stated he entered Jim's Grill and began 
playing shuffle ~oard and pinball machine located inside the 
grill. WOOD explained the shuffle board is located ~n the 
northwest corner of this building and that it is close 
to the front window of Jim's Grille He stated, however, he 
was interested in playing shuffle board and the pinball machine 
and did not look out the window while he was playing either 
machine~ He added, however 0 it is possible he may have looked 
out the window, but stated he does not recall seeinv any activity 
in the street nor did he see ariyone in the Mustang or, drive away 
in the Mustang. 
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w ~:ised he was not aware of the activity 
outside on tr.s::eet or that MARTIN LUfHER KING had been 
shot until a. ·deputy sheriff came into the gri~l with a gun 
in his ban advising everyone to stay in the grill until they 
were noti ed they could leave .. He said almost immediately 
Mro JOWE , owner of Jim's Grill, lQc:iked the door to ;kJ!ep 
everyo in the place and to prevent anyone else from entering. 
WOOD sated that after the door was locked they ceased playing 
pinball and shuffle board and looked out the window. ·He said 
this was shortly ~fter 6i00 p.m .. 0 ud he noticed at that time 
the~i te Mustang that had been parked in front of the gX'ill 
was · ne. He added he recalls that~ !Ni Ea owned by JIMMY 
WA R was parked just south of the fire plug and that j~st 
nor h of the Mustang was pa:i-ked a white Lincoln Continental 
automobile. He said in.front of the Lincoln was parked a white 
Rambler and- added there were no cars parked in front of the_~,,' 
Rambler to the comer of the intersection o~ing and Sou~h· 
Main. He ~a· d he also recalls that STEVE CUP S' 1959 
Chevrolet w parked across the street head south and that · 
KENNETH FO ER's C~ero was parked directly across the street 
from Jim's Grill. He stated he cannot recall any other · 
cars parked on this street .. 

Mr. WOOD stated he ~ecalls thai when JIMMY WALRER 
entered Jim's Grill which was shortly after 5~00 p.m., that 
WALI<ER made a rema1".k that the Mustang took his parking place. 
He said he knows .therefore that ·there was a Mustang parked in 
front of Jim's Grill. 

Mr. WOOD stated _he di~ not see anyone enter and 
dr.i ve away in the Mustang and he does n.ot recall seeing anyone ; 
running or carrying a package in the immediate vicinity of 
Jim's Grill during the time he was·in J'im'~_Gril~. 
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Mr. l(ENNETR Wo F New Willow Road, 
Apartment 9, Memphis, Tenne see, advised he is employed as 
a city desk clerk for Tayl e Paper Company, 420 South Front 
Street, Memphis. · 

Mr.FOSTER adv' ed he left work at approximately .• ~ 
5:00 p.m., with BILLY RD, .picked up his car and drove to a park-
ing space immediately cross the street from Jim's Grill, located 
418 South Main Street, Memphiso He said he would estimate 
it was approximately 5:05 p.mo, when he entered Jim's Grill 
with BILLY HOARD. He stated he recalls specifically that he 
walked between a white Mustang and a white Cadillac that w~re 
parked near the entrance to Jim's Grill. Be said he noticed 
the Mustang had black tires, but does not recall· if it had 
hubcaps. Be added he does not recall looking to determine if 
the Must·ang had stickers on the window or it had a local lie••••·~ 
Besa· he noticed speci~ically tha~ the white Mustang was parked 
int s area because this is the usual parking place that JIMMY 
WA R generally takes when he parks in this area. Mr. FOSTER 
ex ained that JIMMY WALKER parked his white Ford Fairlee just 
south of the re hydrant located very close to the entrance of 
Jim's Grill. He said immediately north of the hydrant was,_ 
parked~ • white Cadfll c and immediately in front of ~he 
white Cad llac to the nort · was parked a white Mustang. He said 
he recalls that BARRY T sparked his white Lincoln Continentat 
immediat,ly in front of he white Mustang and that there was 
a white.Rambler parked immediately in front of the Continental. 
He said he does not know who owns the Rambler. 

Mr. FOSTER advised he was in the grill playing pinball 
machine and shuffle board machine. He said he was not aware of any 
activity taking place in the immediate {' area and did not hear a 
shot and was not aware of the shooting ~ntil some time after a 
deputy sheriff came to the door and told everyone to stay in 
the grill until advised to leaveo He said after the deputy , 
sheriff left he and ot.h•r$ went to the window and looked QUJ:.. 
He said he noticed at. tb.u: t.i,le that the white Mustang which haq 
been parked in front of .WS' white Cadillac was gone. He 
said he did not see anyone in this Mustang and did not see anyon~ 
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dfive this Mustang away. He stated he has no idea when the 
car left. He said this Mustang was a late model ear, but does 
not know the exact year. He said it was not dirty and yet it w•s 
not very recently washed. He said the interior of the_ car was 
dark, possibly red, black or blue. He said he does not recall 
seeing anything hanging from the rea:rview mirror or from a hanger 

in 

th8 

car~FOS~-advised he cannot recall any additional 
information nce.rning the Mustang or any individuals in the 
area. · 
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Mr. PAUL SAllDER -~ JR., 2521 Th0111pson Street, 
West Memphis, Arkansas 0 adv~r:~ is employed as an inside 
salesman by Tayloe Paper Companyo 420 South Front Street, 
Memphis. 

Mre GARGAS stgr:te he left work at approximately 5:00 
p.m •. , on April 4, 1968, an $h.ortly the~e ter walked with 
STEVE CUPJLES, FRANKLIN , and JIMMY KER to Jim's Grill 
located at 418 South Majn str~et, Memphi a He said they walked 
down Huling Street toward South Main Street and when they 
reacheq that intersection they walked diagonally across 
toward Jim• s Grill. He sai~. he. ecalls walking between some .. 
cars possibly in front of~ ... 'white Cadillac that is usually 
parked in front of the gril ~ He sai~ he recalls seeing five 
or six cars parked in the immediate vicinity in front of the 
grill on both sides of th~ streeto He does not recall any 
specific car other than JIMMY WALKER's white Ford Fairlane parked 
just south of the entrance of Jim's Grill. He said he was 
playing pinball machine and shuffleboard machine and left Jim's 
Grill approximately 5g40 to 5g45 p.m. Be said he left alone 
and walked across the street to his car that was parked in 
Fred P. Gattas Company parking lot. Re said he recalls there . , ~ .~ 
were several. people in Jim I s Gri 11 when he left, but does ' 
not .i:ecall any individuals in the immediat• vicinity of the 
entrance to Jim's Grill at the time he left. He said he 
does not recall looking out the window at any time at Jim's 
Grill, but may have. He said he does not recall any cars 
driving past or in the immediate vicinity of Jim's Grill 
other than those mentioned previouslyo He said he has a feeling 
there was a car parked in front of JOWERS' Cadillac when he 
entered, but does not recall if the car was there wqen he left. 
Mr. GARGAS advised he cannot furnish any additional information 
cbncerning individ~als or cars in the immediate vicinity 
of Jim's Grill during the time he entered and left Jim's Grill. 

56 

On 4/12/68 at Memphis e Tennessee 
SA o. JAMES HOLBROOK 

File # _ __...ME-=-_,,4'--"'4'------1=9=8 .... 7 ___ ~ 

SA HARLEY E. GYLFE HEGgraj 4/13/68 
by ---------------------Date dictated ________ ,..,., 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

Ji. . 

• 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date 4/15/68 

Mr. BARRY ELWOOD ~BS, 315 Dias' Street, Trumann, 
Arkansas, advised he is empl ed as a sales representative 
for Tayloe Paper Company, 42 Front Street, Memphis. ' 

Mr. TUBBS stated he left work at approximately 5:00 
p.m., April 4, 1968, picked up his car, a 1961 four-door, white 
Lincoln Continental, and drove to a parking place in the 
vicinity of Jim's Grill located at 418 South Main Street, 
Memphis. Mr. TUBBS advised he recalls tha·t he had to park 
near the intersection of Huling Street and South Main because 
there were two other cars parked near the entrance to Jim's 
Grill. He said there were usually a few cars in the street 
when he goes there, but this time most of the parking places 
were filled on the east side of Main near Jim's Grill. 

He said he was one of the first, if not the first, 
from Tayloe Paper Company who 1tent. to Jim's Grill. He said 
he played shuffleboard and the pinball machines and drank 
three or four beers before a deputy sheriff came to the 
door and advised e~-ryone to stay in the grill. Mro TUBBS 
stated as soon~s he deputy sheriff left he and others 
went to the wind and looked out. He said he recalls 
seeing JIMMY WA R • s whi . Fair lane parked just south of the 
fire hydrant n r thee nee of Jim's Grill~ He said he 
recalls seeing STEVE s• car parked across the street 
and recalls seeing JeiffEilfS' white Cadillac parked just north 
of the fire hydrant m tioned above. 

Mr. TµBBS stated he does, not recall specifically 
what car was parked in front of JOWERS' Cadillac, but does 
recall there was a car there. Mre TUBBS stated he was 
not aware of any activity taking place in the immediate:)J' 
area and was not aware of the reason that the deputy 
sheriff told them to stay there. He stated it was s9111etime 
later that an individual he believed to be with the Memphis 
Police Department asked them to all write their names and addres•es 
on a sheet of paper. Re said it was then they learned MARTIN ~ 
LUTHER KING had been shoto He stated be did not know KING was 
in the area and he did not hear the shot because of the noise 
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in the grill becaus of the shuffleboard and pinball machines 
and the jukebox. 

Mr. T S stated he does ttot have any information 
concerning the ac ivity that took piace in the inunediatet9 
vicinitr 9.f Jim's Grill and cauot furnish any information 
concern ng cars in the immed~ata . · area and the individuals 
in the immediate area. 
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, Mr. BILLY RAY H ( 1592 South Highland, Memphis, . 
advised he is employed as~~ty de~k clerk, Tayloe Paper Company, 
420 South Front Street 11 Memphiso . 

Mr. HOARD advised he left work at Tayloe Paper 
Company_~E abo\,lt 4:55 p .. mo, April 4, 1968, and walked with 
KENNY. F~ER to FOSTER's car and then drove to a parking place 
directly across the street from Jim's Grill which is located 
at 418 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennesseeo He stated that 
FOSTER drove a 1967 blue Camero car with black vinyl top. He 
stated-he and FOSTER entered Jim's Grill at approximately 
5:00 p.m., and he and FOSTER and others in the grill ·immediately 
began to play the pinball machine and shuffle board machine. ' 

Mr. HOARD stated that when he walked toward Jim's 
Grill he rec.alls seeing a line of white cars parked immediately 
in front of the grill. He said he wo.uld estimate there:r:· four 

· or five cars in that vicinity and recalls eing JIMMY w R's 
car parked behind and just so~th of the re hydrant ne r the 
corner.· He also recalls seeing Mr • .:rmnn~• car, a white Cadillac, 
parked immediately in front of the gr 1 .. He said other than 
that he cannot recall seeing any spec fie cars in that area. 

Mr. HOARD stated that after they had been playing 
these machines for a whileoand he was not cognizant of the exact 
time II he recalls . a ceputy sheriff came to the door with a gun drawn 
and told everyone to stay in the grillo. He stated sometime 
later he came back and told them to all write their names and 
addresses down on a sheet of paper. Mro HOARD stated that after 
the deputy sheriff came in and after Mr. JOWERS locked the door 
he recalls going to the wind~ and looking outo He said he 
seems to recall then the only cars he specifically recalls were 
JOWERS' Cadillac and WALKER'S Ferd Fairlane. 

Mr. HOARD stated he did not hear a shot or any noise 
similar to the noise of a shot at approximately 6:00 p. m., 
on April 4, 1968, but added there was a great deal of noise 
in the grill and, therefore, he could not.hear the shot •. He sai~ 
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he does not know the names of any other individuals that 
were in_ the grill t that time other than several employees 
from Taylo.e Papa:C mpany., 

Mr. HO RD stated he did not see any activity in 
the street just · ior to and immediately after the shot and 
does not recall eeing anyone running or driving away.from that 
immediate area.· He said he cannot furnish -~ information 
as to the identity of the individual who shot MARTIN LUTHER 
ICINGo 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ----•~L-1~2~/-68-----~ 

Mr. ROllBRT ~~ {R, .749 l>icJtinaon, Meaphis, was . 
interviewed at the Fred r.E~attas Distributing Company, Ina., 
where he furnished the following information: 

Be advised that he is employed as a warehouseman 
and that on April 4, .1968, he came to work at 11: 19 a.m., and 
left at 6:27 Po•• Re stated that he left, about 5:00 p.m., 
to go to supper at Jim's Grillo 418 South Main, and returned 
to work at about. 5:'30 p .. m. While he was at Jim's Grill be 
noticed nothing which would indicate unusual activity, and stated 
he could furnish no information in this matter. He dic;i not learn 
that anything bad happened until later on at work when another 
employee told them to get ready to go home. He recalls that 
he looked out of the window at that time and saw many police 
vehicles in the areao He stated that while eating at Jim's 
Grill he did not recall seeing a white Mustang on South 
Main Stre•t nor does he recall seeing anyone go up the stairs 
to the boarding house which is adjacent to the.grill. He ate 
alone and stated that if there were any strangers at Jims 
he would not have noticed them. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ----=4:..!.../...::;l=S!...../.:...68:;_· ___ _ 

. Mr. JAMES A. ~R,, JR." 1066 Poplar Avenue, Apartment 
3, Memphis, advised he assistant buyer for the Tayloe Paper 
Company, 420 South Fron. eet, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Kr. WALKER advised he left work about 5:JS p.m., on 
April 4, 1968, and drove his 1962 white Fairlane Ford to 
the area of Ji••s Grill located at 418 South Main Street, 
Memphis. He stated he arrived at the area of Jim's Grill at 
approximately 5:20 p.m., and attemp~ted o park in his usual 
parking place that is near the entran to Jim's Grill. He 
said when he pulled up he noticed JO RS' Cadillac parked 
~n the first parking, spac~ just i:ior- of th~ fire hydrant that 
is near the entrance of Jim's Gril. He said he usualiy ~arks 
in the next parking space, but found that it was occupied by 
a white Mustang. He said as a result he had to back up and park 
in the fi.rs.t space just south of the above-me~tioned ?:ir ~ydrant. 
He said that he noticed prior to parking that BARRY T S f,,-1 
Lincoln ~Qntinental was parked in front of the Mustan and that 
a white Rambler was parked near the corner and in front of th;e 
Continental. 

Mr. WALKER sated he recalls that this was a 1966 
white Mustang hardtop. He said the interior of the car was 
dark possibly red or black. H~ -aid be did not ,see the license 
on the car,.but looked at the windows to see if there were any 
stickers. He said he was particularly aware of stiG:kers because 
he has a habit of looking in the windows of cars to see if they 
belonged to a particular college fraternity. He said he does 
not recall seeing any stickers or antenna on the car. He .- .... 
said, however, there could have been an antenna that he did not 
notice. He said he did not look at the tires or the ·.hubcaps 
and cannot furnish any other information concerning tires or 
,,atickers other than, as he recalls, the car appeared to be 
slight~y dirty or at least not recently washed. He stated 
he does not recall looking into the car, but is certain that 
he would have seen a sticker especially on the rear window 
if there had been any stickers on the window of this Mustang. 
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Conceming the Rambler that was parked in front of 
the Continental, he stated h• ~elieves this car'belongs 
to an elderly white man whosre he does not know, but 
is very likely~no. by Mr~ JO RS, the owner and operator 
of Jim's Grill. • 

f 

Mr. W. R stated that he ~as concentrating on 
playing the p · . · ~11 machine and the shuffleboard and lis:tening 
to the jukebox· and, therefox-e, was not aware of any a:::tiv:ity 
that was taking·place in that immediate area. ae·saidthat 
sometime later . a deputy sheriff came to the· door and 
instructed everyone to atay in the grill. He said·tbe custeller, 
in Jim's Grill instructed JOWERS to lock the door so that· 
no one could cOlfie in. · 

After the door was•:· locked. they went, to the
1 

win.cl~ 
and looked out·•;and he said he •,aoes ·. not recall seeing the· 
Mustang ther.• iat' that time.,. He· said he is c•rt~in 
the Mustang was gone because he commented·that.his car was 
without a ticket on it. He had parked-very close to the fi~e · 
hydrant and possibly·too close to be legally parked. He 
is certain there was another car parked behind him, but he 
does not recall make, model or color of that car. Mr. WALI<ER 
stated he cannot furnish any additional information concerniJ:19 
the car or any activity that occurred in that area. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date April 25, 1968 

Br. FRANK B ~, 287 Bu.tler Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised h is employed as, a trucker's helper 
to unload trucks at the N. E. Carter Capaimy, 415 South 
Front Street, Memphis, Temnessee. 

llr. HOLT advised that oim the evelD.ing of 
April 4, 1968, he left his residemice at approximately 
5:45 p.m., walked down to Calhoun Street, right on 
Calhoun to South Kain Street, right en South Main, 
toward Huling Street. 

Mr. HOLT stated that at approximm.ately 6:00 p.m., 
when he was in front of Jill's Grill, located at 418 South 
Na in Street , ■em phis , Teinumessee , he was iu true ted by a 
Memphis police officer er a Shelby County Sheriff's officer 
to go in Jim's Grill and to stay off the street until 
further notice. 

He stated he did imot now, at that time, •Why he 
was instructed to enter Jilllll's Grill. 

He said later a police officer requested that he 
write his name and address on a piece of paper. He said 
it was shortly after the police officerCBl!fflle into Jim's 
Grill that he and ethers in there learmi.ed that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING bad been shot. He said he left Jm•s Grill at possibly 
7:30 or 8:00 p.m., and went directly to his residence. 

Mr. HOLT advised he did mot hear the shot that 
killed BARTIN LUTHER KING. He said he does not recall 
meeting anyone on the street as he walked frOllll Calhoun 
on. South ■ailll toward Jim vs Grill. He said he does not 
recall seeing aay cars parked oim the street or driving on 
the street while he was walkimi.g on 8o~th Kain Street. 

1.' 

Mr. HOLT commented that o'&wi0usly he met SODle 
individuals or saw SOlllle individ~als OD the street and 
obviously saw cars driving om the street and parked on the 
street, but he was act aware of aimy of the activity oa the 
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llr. IIOL✓.::d he did 
because he was cdncerned about 
therefore, did not notice what 
immediate area of Jillll's Grill. 

Dot notice any activity 
getting to work and, 
was goi~g oa in the 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4~/_l_S._/_68___,. _ _,...,".....,.,.... 

Mr. WILLJ:AM ZENIE (BILL) /, Room 6, Clarke Hotel, 
106 Vance Street, Memphis, advised· ~s employed as a sales ... 
man for a photography firm and is currently working in the 
Memphis area. 

Mr. REED stated that on April 4, 1968, he and RAY 
HENDRIC stopped at Jim• s Grill,·· 418 South Main Street, f>r 
someth to eato He said he was in Jim• s Grill for some- · 
time a feels that he arrived there at approximately 4:30 
p.m., and believes that he left between 5:15 p.m., and 5:30 
p.m. He said when be left he picked up his hat and he and RAY 
HENDRICKS paid their check and left Jim's Grill. He said that 
they left the entrance of Jim's Grill and proceeded north 
on South Main Street for a few feet when RAY HENDRICKS 
remembered he left his jacket in Jim 0 s Grill. 

Mr. REED stated he waited in front of Jim's Grill 
while HENDRICKS went back for his jacket. He.commented that 
while waiting he looked and saw a white Mustang was parked 
near the entrance of Jim's Grill. Mro REED stated he does 
not have a car and is intl'e ~arket for a car and was considering 
buying a Mustang and, therefore, he looked this car over. 

. ) ' 

He said he believed the car was an off-white cotbr, 
that it was not dirty, but was not exactly clean either. He 
said he believes this car had not been recently washed. 
He said he does not recall the color of the interior, but 
believes that it was a dark color. He said he does not 
recall seeing anything inside the car other than five cartons 
lying on the back seat. He described these cartons as bei~g 
the size of ten package cigarette carton. He·said these 
cartons were red and white in color, but does not remember 
any lettering on the cartons nor does he remember whether 
the white or the red was predominant. He said when he saw 
these cartons he felt thatthe owner of this car was probably 
a traveling salesman. 

Mr. REED stated he does not know whether or not 
any stickers were in the window of this car and he did not.look 
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at the license. He said he does not recall if this Mustan~ 
had whitewall tires and if it had wheel covers. 

Mr. RE stated that after HENDRICKS obtained his 
jacket from J' s Grill they proceeded north on South Main 
and walked on he east side of South Main Street. He said. 
when they arrived at the intersection of Vance and South 
Main he was about ready to walk off the curb when for some 
unknown reason be looked around to see if there were any 
cars coming. He said as he looked back he saw a white 
Mustang about ready to turn the corner and go east on Vance 
from, South Main Street. He said he does not know if this is the 
same car be saw parked in front of Jim's Gril1, but added it 
seemed to be the same car. He said he did not see who was 
in the car, but believes it was a white male with white 
shirt, but does not recall if this individual had a tie· or bat 
on. He said he had the impression this person was not 
young, but was not old. He said he would have no way of 
estimating the age of this person. 

Mr. REED said the Mustang proceeded east down vanc;::e 
Street and he has no idea where the car went after it turned the 
corner. 

Mr. REED stated that he went to his room and that 
he had been' in his room for quite some time, possibly as much 
as 15 minutes, when he heard numerous sirens .. in. the. immediate 
area going down toward Jim's Grill. He said he learned later 
that MARTIN LUTHER KING had been shot and that the sirens 
he heard ~ere from officers going to that immediate area. 

Mr. REED advised he cannot furnish any additional 
information concerniD;J any cars parked on the street or any 
people in that immediate area. 
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Hro RAY ALVIS HE U, Row 14, ClarkPs Hotel, 
106 Vance Street, Kenphis, nessee, advised that he 
is employed by the Corps of ElDigi~eersf tt. s. Goverment, 
olli the dredge "Ockerson." Mr. HElmRIX stated he works 
about six aonths of nice wea.t!lller alDid is off the ot-•r six 
aonths of the YJ:)'1Jiti1' 

stated that ~m the evening of April 4, 
1968, he ED, who resid~s ilDi Rooina 4 of this hotel,· 
ate their dinner .. J'ia 's Grill, located at418 South Kaia 
Street, Kemph is ~~lljq.essee • 

•✓ ;i:·:.:f/,. ·i-· {< ·' 
He st' '' .:frhney left the grill at approximately 

5 :30 p.m., and s· 'ly walked to the Clark's Hotel. He 
said they walked on the east side of South Kain Street. 
Jfr. HENDRIX commtaented that whellll. they left Jim's Grill, 
be forgot his jacket and had .to retur~ for the jacket. 
Be said he learned later that while he was getting his 
jacket, BILL REED looked at a white 1111.tstaDg that was parked 
almost in front of Ji.n's Grill. Be said he did Dot-notice 
this Mustang or any other cars parked i~ front of Jim's 
Grill. Be stated, however, that whellll he alllld BILL REED. 
approached the intersectio~ of Va~ce alll'ld South Main Street, 
BILL REED pulled hia back to the curb because a car was 
turning the corner. Be said this car was a white Mustang 
and that after the car turlll'led the ccrimer, BILL REED 
commented to him that this was the Mustang that was parked 
in front of Jm's Grill, which be looked at while he, 
HENDRIX, was retrievilllg his jacket. 

Kr. HEDRIX stated ae did lll'lOt see who was in the 
car, but believes there was o~ly Olll'le person. He said he 
could not describe him and would Dot be able to identify 
the driver of this car. 

· Kr. HENDRIX ·stated that as they were returaing 
to their roons or possibly were just elll'ltering their rooms, 
they beard sireims imi the ll!lRediate area and going south on 
South Kain Street. He said be learlll'led later that the sirens 
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were frGll police cars tbat were g~ing to the scene of the 
murder of IIARTill .LUTHER KD<l. He said as near as he caa 
recall, he heard the sirem ab~~t 6:00 p.a., or just a 
few aiautes after 6:00 ·p.a. 9 onn April 4, 1968. 

llr. BB~ stated that the Nustang that turned· 
the corner and p ceeded east c~ Vamce Street, did not tura 
the corner very fast or make the tires squeal. Be said he 
did ~ot watch which way tbe ■~stann~-tur111ed or how far it 
traveled on Vance Street. 

llr. HENDRIX also stated be camn~t furnish any 
tion-as to the cars parked or traveliag ia the 

ate area of Jim's Grill at the time that he and BILL 
left. Be also stated he cannnnot furnish aay infor-

ma on coacerning individuals inn the umediate area of Jia•s 
Gr 11 at the tiae he left to return to bis room. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date _ ___..4..,./l......,9J.-J/'.Jli61'8-----

Records of St. Joseph Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, 
contain the fOllo.ving information concerning the admittanc~ 
and treatment of DR. MA8TIN LUTHER KING, JR. on the evening 
of April 4, 1968: 

"EMERGENCY ROOM SUMMARY - Dr·. Mart in Luther King 

"The following is an Emerge:ncy room Summary on 
Dr. Martin Luther King who was brought into the 
Emergency room by an ambulance stretcher at approximately 
6:15 p.m. on 4/4/68 immediately following an 
apparent gunshot wound of the right side of the 
face and neck. 

"At the time· of the patien~' admission to the 
Emergency room Dr. Ted Gal n was in attendance in 
the Emergency room talkin to the nurse about an 
out-patient who~a just left the Emergency ~oom. · 
He went directly nto Room #1, where the patient was, 
with Mrs. Stein rch, Emergency room nurse and finding 
the patient tot lly unconcious flat on his back in the 
supine position with his head turned slightly to the 
left side. There was a la~ge gaping wound in the root 
of the neck on the right ·side which was not actively 
bleeding at the time of his initial arrival. There was 
much blood on his clothes, neck and shoulder. His 
head was partially covered with a towel over the area 
of the wound. 

"Dr. Galyon immediately secured a stethoscope, 
detected a palpable heart beat and radtal pulse and 
started a cutdown over·· the left antecuoi tal vein w~ich 
was done immediately for fluids. These, were started 
while blood was ordered from the La~atory fo:r 
resuscitation. A second cutdown was-starte..sJ in the 
ankle in the saphenous vein by Dr. John ~sser for 
blood which was infused ,)lnder pressure .. / The surgical 
resident, Dr~ :Rufus Br.· n came in at 6:18 p.m. and 
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because of the massive defect in the wound a~d 
respiratiotia tracheotomy was started. Dr. rasso 
came in at 6:22 p.m. and completed the trac otomy 
and a cuffed endotracheal tube was inserted. Assisted 
respiration was then carried out on this patient. 
Following the re-establishment of an airway on this 
patient, the heart was again auscultated and very 
little tone couldi':heard. An EKG was immediately 
ordered by Dr. Gal on and Dr. Barrasso and the strip 
showed very poor o no function. Intracardiac 
Adrenalin was immediately injected and closed chest 
cardiac massage begun. 

"In the meantime, exploration of the neck was carried 
out by Drs. Barrasso and Galyon who found that' the 
jugular vein on the right was severed. A large 
artery, which was felt to be probably subclavian, was 
shredded and sticking up into the wound with very 
little bleeding at this time. In addition, there was 
much bubbling and a portion of 'the right apex of the 
lung was bulging through the wound. · 

"On further exploration a defect in the vertebral 
bodies of C7 to T2 was present wi~h mplete loss of 
spinal cord substance. Dr. Fred Gila was then called 
to confirm this diagnosis and att pts to secure 
closure of the chest cavity by packing and clamping 
of the vessels was done. A right closed thoracotomy 
tube was inserted in an attempt to drain the blood _ 
from the right chest and re-expand the lung. Immediately 
on insertion of the tube 1000 cc. of blood was obtained 
from the right chest cavity. At the time Dr. Gioia 
confirmed the diagnosis of loss of spinal cord 

· substance. lhi - patient's pupils were· massively 
dilated with n reaction. 

''Dr. Joe Wilh te, a chest surgeon, was also cal ed 
in attendanc and consultation. Dr. Julian F ming cam~ 
to the Emergency room at our request and an strip was 
done which showed no function. The cardia!c ,ssage 
was continued with all resuscitative efforts being 
continued for approximately 50 minutes, durin,tt wnich 
time we had had no response of any kind of vital signs and 
patient was pronounced dead at 7:05 p.m. by Dr. Barrasso. 
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"Post mortem X-rays of-cervical area _were done. 

''Final presumptive diagnosis: 
Gunshot wound·of right side of face and neck with 
compound fracture rt. mandible, severance of :right 
jugular vein and probable severance right subclavian 
artery, de'fect right pleural apex with hemopneumothorax, 
defect in-c7 -•T2 vertebral bodies on right with 
loss of spinal cord su'Qstance." 

These records.are confidential and are available only 
by a subpoena duces tecum. Should it be necessary to utilize 
this information in Federal Court, the subpoena should be 
directed to J. LUTON, Assistant Administrator, St. Joseph 
Hospital, Memphis, 1ennessee. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

April 19, 1968 Date----------

. ISCO, Shelby County Medical lxa•iner. 
B.0011 .. 529,, 858 ladison Ave e, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished four 
copies each. of .. fl:v♦ color photographs which show tile upper torso 

·of Dr,.·IIARTIN LUTHER KUfG JB •. Dr. ,J'RA-NCISCO·stated that he .. ·· 
persona11,-took,these photog.raplls on the night of April 4, 1968, 
during a c p111•t110:rtea examination of Dr.- ICING.o The photographs ., 
are described as follows: · ·· 

1) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

Close-up showing entry wound on right ~ide of victim's 
face and neck. · · · 

Showinj right sid• .,of victim's h~ad and neck'·and'· 
relative positi~n of entry wound. 

Showing entry wound path. 
' Showing missile after removal from victim. 

Showing victim's back and point at which 8'issit• came 
to :rest. 
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