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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

1 | Date __April 25, 1968

Photographs of JAMES,EAR&/ﬁ;;'taken in 1955,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recedvered at Memphis

April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN HENS,
Apartment 6B, 422% South Main Street, Memphis, Tehnessee.
STEPHENS said the 1955 and 1960 photographs of RAY were not
familiar to him, but he advised the 1966 profile photograph
of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442-A, April 19, 1968, and
Identification Order 4182 dated April 20, 1968, looked like
the man he saw _in Apartment 5B on April 4, 1968, talking to
Mrs. BESSIE . STEPHENS said he only saw the man's
profile in e boarding house and as a result could only say
the profilé photograph of RAY in 1966 looked very much like
the above mentioned man in Room: 5B, ‘

STEPHENS said he had never seen the bedspread or
any similar bedspread either at the rooming house Or anywhere
else. ; '
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Date ril 25, 1968

Photographs of JAMES EARL taken in 1955, 1
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis,
Tennesgee, April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. WILLIAM
ANSC , Apartmemt 4B, 4223 South Main Street, M
Tenpessee., He advised none of the men in the photographs
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to
identify the man he saw running down the hall on April 4,
1968, in the late afternoon after hearing the noise which he
thought was a shot, as the man was covering his face with
his arm as he ran down the hall,
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES'E\GATION

1 | S 4 Do April 25, 1968

Photographs of JAMES pn 1955, 1960, :
and 1966, and of the bedspread fecovered «f\Memphis, April 4,
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESS : ER, Room No. 2,
422% South Main Street, Memphis, Tenw€ssee. :She said she
had looked at the bedspread on April 4, 1968, when it was
displayed to her after being recovered by the Memphis Police.
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooming house
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her
life. Mrs, BREWER said none of the men in the photographs
shown her were iliar to her. She further advised that
she did not b eve she would recognize the man using the
name JOHN W D if he were to "walk up and say hello to
me right ngw." She said she did not look at the man
called WILLARD "squarely in the face" and as a result, does
not think she will be able to identify him.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4~15-64)

Date ___April 25, 1968

Photographs of JAMES EAKL RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread covered at M¢gmphis, Tennessee,
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BERTIE L, R 3, Apartment 3, .
422& South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. / He advised none
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him and that
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

pate ___APril 25, 1968

Mr. FRANK BREWER, Room No. 2, 422% South Main
Street, Memphis, Tenn¢ssee, advised he never saw the man
registered as JOHN WILLARD at the boarding house.

Photographs/of JAMES EARJ) RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread re¢govered at Memphis on
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BREWER,and he advised none
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him, He
also stated he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread
similar to it.
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) , ’

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ___April 25, 1968

_ Mrs, CHARLIE STE S, Apartment 6B, 422} South
Main Street, Memphis, Tenpessee, advised she never saw the
man registered into Room /5B on April 4, 1968, as she was
sick in bed that entire week, -

Photegraphs of JAMES EA RAY taken in 1955, 1960,
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs, STEPHENS, and she advised
none of the men in the photographs were familiar to her. She
"also stated she had never seen the bedspread or any .
bedspread similar to it before. :
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JWB:ngm
1

_ Various photographs of ERIC'?(’gng/;ere shown to -
‘the following individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN W,
BAUER and HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tennessee:

BESSIE BREWER, 4223 South Main Street;

FRANK BR ,#422% South Main Street;

CHARLES STEPXENS, A22% South Main Street;

ANNA CHRISTINE LY, Manager, Rebel Motel,
3466 Lamar Avejpue;

HENRIETTA HAGEMAJTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel,
3466 Lamar Avenue; :

VICTOR DUPKET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar
Avenue : e

SARA LOVING, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue;

SADIE M ?XY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue.

The above” individuals stated that the photographs
shown to them of ERIC S. GALT do not in any way look familiar
to them.
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PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL -
3466 LAMAR AVENUE -
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

Date April 23, 1968

Mrs. HENRIETTA HAG?/STER, Desk Clerk, Rebel
, lotor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenu Memphig, Tennessee, was
shown various photographs of JAIES EA RAY and advised

that none of these photographs looked familiar to her.

She added that/she still felt that she would be unable

to recognize fhe individual who registered at the motel

as ﬁRgc S. LT even if she had a face~to-face confrontation
wit im. - '
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iWB;ch

= '

~the following individuals on April l9 1968 by SA JOHN W.
BAUER at the Rebel Restaurant 3464‘Lamar Avenue, Memphis,
Tennessee . CHE : :

LLa owner? Rebel Restaurant,~

waitress, Rebel Restaurant,\{ ﬁ

JOYCE B, FQfLIS,. waiﬁ;ress,e Rebel Restdurant;

JUANITA WIE?é%, cook, Rebel Restaurant
L. V. CAMP 5 cook, Rebel Restaurant %

The abovel individuals stated the photographs shown
to them of JAMES EARL RAY are not ‘in any way familiar to them
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64)

1 ' Date 4/19/68

Mrs. PEGGY 3&QWN, 4810 Richland, was interviewed
at her place of employment, Oliver, Rexall Drugstore, Highway

51 South, white Haven, Tennessee at which time she viewed .
the photograph of ERIC STARVO wherein GALT ‘is depicted
with his eyes closdd and sug lshed the follow1ng informations

She stated that this photograph generally depicts :
the individual who was in theé druggsore oniApril 3, 1968, She
advised that the individual in the store was genarally
of the same age as GALT, had the same color hair, and
similar type complexion. :Photograph of GALT appearsd to
resemble the individual in the manner of build i a geperal way.
She advised that she is unable to say if this is dthe stme
person who was in the stgre. She coyld not; say ‘whet er the
facial characteristics d%plcted in t photo graph are ‘similar
to the man who made the purchase. $hé advxsgd she does not
have a good recollection of the persdén and my be able to
identify this individual if she were to see him in person.

She could not comment regarding the ayes, nosg, and other facial
characteristics depicted in the photograph as\she does not know
if they are similar to the customer who purchased the Gillette
razor kit.
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YORK ARMS COMPANY
162 SOUTH MAIN STREET
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64)

Date __April zs. ;__ 8

Mr., RALPH MEREDITH cnyé'rm, 4844 Durbin Str“t, AR
,Ienphis, Tennessee, a salesman at the Yorjke Arms Company, .
162 South Main Street, Memphis, was sh a group of picturoc ,
_taken on different datos of JAMES RAY, FBI No. 405 942 G,
Mr. CARPENTER said of the picture of/RAY taken March 28, 1985, -
- that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of tho e R
individual to whom he had sold a pair ef Bushnell binoculars = =
on April 4, 1968. He said that the purchaser of the binoculur!
did not have any board or mustache but his facial features -
resembled those in the March 28, 1955, photograph of RAY.
CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown = .
on the current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks more like the
binocular purchaser than any picture he has seen to date. ,
CARPENTER mentioned that he does not recall a protruding left
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his face. - He
said he could not positively identify this 1968 plgture of .
JAMES EARL RAY as being a picture of the binoculdr” mrem-r
above mentioned, but he believes that it is.
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INVESTIGATION AT OR NEAR
THE LORRAINE MOTEL,
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
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k‘RAL BUREAU OF lNVESTIGATId”

" Date April 15. 1968

e

 Mrs. NORMAN (GEORGIA M.) .D eyé’ 733 Cecil Avenue,

V Louisville, Kentucky, was interview at her residence. - She '“1:‘_ |
'_furnished the following information- IR o R ot

———

-
She is a Kentucky State Senator from the 33rd

| fDistrict of Louisville, Kentucky. She is also a Board member

" and Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Kentucky Christian =~ |
" Leadership Conference (KCLC) which is affiliated with the RN

. Southern Christian Leadership Conference .(SCLC).

Mrs. VIS in the company of Mrs. LﬁKI ) ARD and Rev.

ﬂ'A D. WILLIAMS NG of Louisville, Kentucky, were in Memphis, -

- Tennessee at tfie Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968. Their pur-
~ pose was to participate in a march scheduled in Memphis, .

. Tennessee for April 5, 1968, to be led by the late Dr. MARTiN fff;f,;g
 LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. DAVIS volunteered the following as back-"

ground data concerning the activities of herself, Mrs. WARD and

"Rev, A.D, WILLIAMS KING immediately prior to their visit to -

Memphis, Tennessee. \

On March 23, 1968, Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD left

© Louisville, Kentucky, traveling in Mrs. WARD's Cadillac automo=

bile, to go to Florida for a vacation. On the night of March
23, 1968, they stayed at a Holiday Inn Motel near Birmingham,

Alabama, possibly located on Highway.31. The next day they drove_?'.;

to Florida where they stayed at a Howard Johnson Motel in the

" vicinity of Fort Walton Beach. On March'25, 1968, they drove to .
. Panama City, Florida, where they rented kitchenette #4 6f the '

Treasures Island Motel which was operated by BUD EAST

his wife FRANCES, These individuals also owned ‘the Mfiearby :
Sunglow Motel. When Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD occupied kitchenette
#4 at the Treasures Island Motel, no other individuals were
occupying the motel,

on ‘April 1, 1968, Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louis=

| "ville flew to Panama City and was met at the airport by Mrs.

WARD and Mrs. DAVIS, and on that date, he occupied the kitchenette

" On

by

4-15-68 _ _Louisville, Kentucky File # LS 44-947

SA WARREN L, WALSH WLW/ds  ~ poioacn. . 4-16-68
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2 |

" next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed to be #5.

About 9:30 a.m., April 3, 1968, Mrs. WARD, s. DAVIS -

and Rev. KING left Treasures Island Motel in Mrs, W 's auto-
. mobile foy the purpose of going to Memphis, Tennessée, to parti-

~cipate if the scheduled. April 5, 1968, march. Mrs. WARD left

. some - of ‘her clothing in kitchenette #4 at the Treasures Island

" Motel as she planned to;return to the motel after the march for =~

further vacationing. Mrs. DAVIS does not believe that the owners '~ ||
. of the motel, the HASYINGS, knew at the time Mrs. DAVIS and her ;hw‘“
- .companions left the plotel that they were going to Memphis; but: .

the HASTINGS did kn that Mrs. WARD planned to return in a. few
days to the motel.

Mrs. DAVIS later learned that when Mrs. WARD,'because_ﬂtffW
" of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, decided notito further =

““'yacation in Florida and had flown to Panama City on April 6,
. --1968, to obtain the remainder of her clothing, that Mr. and
‘Mrs. HASTINGS had expressed some displeasure to Mrs. WARD K =~ ' ."
" about having as guests Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A,D. '

' WILLIAMS KING. Mrs. DAVIS believed the HASTINGS originally

‘.‘_came from Birmingham and recalled that Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING
used to pastor a church there. ;.

Mrs.:DAVIS and Mrs. WARD - and Rev. KING arrived 1n .

- Memphis, Tennessee from Panama City, Florida, and registered™

at the Lorraine Motel at about 1 a.m., April 4, 1968. Rev. ;
KING and Mrs. DAVIS did the registering and Mrs. ‘DAVIS occupied T

f”.  Room 201 and Mrs. WARD Room 207.

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lorraine

| Motel, Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A,D. WILLIAMS KING started.?ﬂ»f

making inquiry of other guests at the motel as to the where- -

-not be located at the motel and HOSEA NILLIAMS remarked that
Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting at fa church, the name of
which Mrs. DAVIS recalls as the Church of the Mimisal Salary
(Phonetic). Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING #hen went to
the church but Dr. KING was not there. Rev. A

. some- other people, identities not known to Mrg,

'+ abouts of Rev. KING's brother, Dr, MAj;EN LUTHER KING. He could

. appearing to be possibly local pastors and minigfers, were hold-

ing a meeting at the church. A man called "C GE" was speakw
ing at the meeting when Mrs._DAVIS.and:her'c panions arrived,
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‘upon leafning Dr/ KING was not there Mrs. DAVIS and her com‘-”v--'g--''i“"5

'/’/ﬂ;r éompanions did not stay atithe meeting-ff?*

;' panions went a smaller room in the church where they met
‘. Rev, JESSE JACKSON from Chicago, Illinois and conversed with

:'f Rev. JACKSON/for a few minutes.

Mrs. DAVIS and her companions thereafter returned to-

‘the Lorraine Motel arriving about 3 a.m., and the three of them;,"’”

~went to Room 207. - Here they conversed among themselves. with

.+ the door to the motel room open for about an hour or an hour NG
“and a half at which point Mrs. DAVIS happened to obseyve a taxi
cab, identity nog recalled, arriving at the motel to depart

from the cab Dy/ MARTIN LUTHER KING, Rev. RALPH A ATHY, :

_ and Rev, BERN LEE, Mrs. WARD immediately went out and in-

vited the thfee individuals into Room 207. Doctor. KING and\‘\ L

- his companions joined Mrs. DAVIS and her companions in Ro
207. After approximately five minutes Revs. ABERNATHY -&
- LEE left the room, presumably to go to their own rooms.
" DAVIS, Mrs. WARD, Dr. KING and Rev. KING remained in Room 207
until-about 5 a.m. wheh Dr. KING left, advising he was going to
Room 306.

During the conversation by the-above individuals in R

-"Ji”Room 207 no-one made any mention of indication that they were:

'iﬁﬂiearful of any attempt béeing made that day on Dr. KING's 1life. . i

After Dr. KING left Room 207, Mrs. DAVIS also 16ft - <]

'fthe room and went to Room.201. About one-half hour later, .

“Dr. KING came to Room 201 and visited with Mrs. DAVIS f£ér about '

“"remembering specifically that duri this time sheimentidneduﬂga5w !

. .an hour, the talk consisting of general matters, Mrs. DAVIS:
' to Dr. KING that Miss KATHERINE‘?Egggaof Kentucky was running

" for U,S. Senator from Kentucky, 4nd Dr. KING indicated he had =~ ' .

met Miss PEDIN as she had interviewed him as.a member of the
President’'s Commission on Civil Disorders. Also during this

.~ visit Mrs. DAVIS told Dr KING that in view 6f the.march in: ' . ..
- Memphis, Tennessee having been rescheduled from April 5 to

April 8, 1968, Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remain in uemphisldw

over the weekend, but would return to Louisville. - However,-Dr,ﬁV“‘“f

KING asked -that before Mrs. DAVIS made a final decision he.

. would like to talk to her further about this but that he had
.. to leave as he had a strategy meeting planned in Room 306 at

. 8 a.m., April 4, 1968, and he anticipated he would re=contact,

s

22
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i

 ‘her about her decision about noon, April 4, 1968. -~

SRR Y short}f after Dr. KING left Room 201, Mrs. WARD i e
.~ .- joined Mrs. DAYIS in Room 201 where. they had coffee and con= ' -

versed until gbout noon when Mrs. WARD left., About 1l p.m, -::

" or 1:30 p.m., Dr. KING returned to Room 201 and advised Mrs. .
. DAVIS that he needed to relax for a short while and left

- Room 306 so as not to be bothered unless important matters .
- occurred. From Room 201 Dr. KING phoned Room 306 and spoke

~~with Rev. LEE advising Rev. LEE as to his whereabouts and

informed Rev. LEE he did not want to be disturbed unless

‘'t was an important matter. While in Room 201 on this occasion 5?1:“5

Dr. KING made several phone calls using &: credit card. Mrs. v
DAVIS recalls that Dr. KING phoned his secretary, DORA McDONALD,
'~ in Atlanta, Georgia, and alsgo made a call to New York, 1dentity
' ically remembered.by Mrs. DAVIS, but
NS@N (phonetic) or a (First Name

speak of thgse individuals,

Thereafter as Dr. KING wagp’ just dialing his mother
in Atlanta, Georgia, Rev. A,D, WILELIAMS KING came into Ro
201 and Dr., KING and Rev. A,D. W IAMS KING conversed with
their mother telephonicall for w minutes. About 45

'», minutes later Revs. AB and E came to Room 201 and Mrs. {*'“"*

’fﬁiDﬂVIS then phoned Mrs RD and nvited her to Roocm 201. Mrs. e,
";jWARD did come to Room ' e

g Shortly after Mrs. WARD'S arrival in Room 201.,- Mrs e
. WARD left to pick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry
‘and dry cleaning store;, name not recalled, located at Beale ff'
" and Third Streets. in Memphis. Mrs. WARD had taken the clean=:
ing to.this location earlier on April 4, 1968, for Mrs. DAVIS,
. probably about 10 a.m. and as Mrs. DAVIS recalls, she had heea—w
accompanied on that occasion by Rev. A D WILLIAMS;K&NG.

g the absence of Mrs. WARD from Room 201, - L
CEY ES DGE the attorney from Chicago, and Rev. ANDREW -

O G, came /to Room 201. Mrs. WARD returned from her visit

t the laundry very shortly thereafter, making a total of

that he was going to dinner-at the home of Re¥., BILLY

'l f'” ight individuals in the room. The above eight individual e
" ..conversed generally until about 5:45 p.m., When Dr. Klzgngzgunced
S o
nner

i ~;'~in Memphis and he invited Mrs. DAVIS to join him for
e at the Reverend’'s home° She advised him that she would need T
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abo t 15 minutes or 80 to freshen hﬁ and he sgaqed he would -
'go to his room and freshen up and wait for he Mrs., DA¥IS
er. be-

_had just completed her prepara&ion for leaving for di
cause she recalled that she was standing in front of a mirror

i 'with her raincoat on taking a last look as to her appearance:

f; when she heard a shot. She was stunned for just an instant :
" but them immediately went outside the room and heard: someone.
~'yell Dr, KING had just been shot. She looked up. towards '~

/. Room 306 and saw what she is convinced were Dr.. KING'e feet "

‘. on the balcony" protruding slightly over the edge. There was._

. considerable confusion and panic and poligce arrived almost

mmediately. Mrs. DAVIS cannot be entirely certain of

. immediate events following, but as she recalls Rev. JACKSON

- -was in the motel courtyard at the time she went out of Roon
‘as_was Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS immediately.proceeded up t' '

;Ff'where Dr. KING was lying arnd remained in that v cinify ;
“ . Dr. KING was taken away in an ambulance which Mrs. DAVIS

mates wis approximately 10 minutes after she had hear

sy ~ ‘Mrs. DAVIS csn recall né incident which she © ]
‘i after coming out of Room 201 dfter the shot had béeen rir:d v
she feels has any bearing on a-certaining the identity of the ;

;j"individual responsible for the shot: | é
L . After Dr; KING had been taken fr the motel in an -
r'tambulance, Mrs. DAVIS recalls that Rev. JA was™in the

ff;courtyard and gave & press statement. T réafter Mrs. DAVIS
“went to the motel office where she found Mrs. WARD who was" .

:p ordering coffee. Then Mrs. DAVIS and a man Mrs. DAVIS recalll
" as a HAROLD MILLER, possibly & local minister from Memphi .
~Atlanta, went to Room 207 to advise Rev. A,D. WILLIAMS

. 'theé shooting of his brothéer. Rev. KING was asleep an they

. did not; ucceed in awakening him: Thereafter Mrs. WA
o ¥ 207 and Mrs. DAVIS and the man she believes was named
_left the room , . :

' : Later on the night of April 4 1968, possibly around
30 p. m..someone, Mrs. DAVIS did not know who; felt that Mrs.
RD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A,D. WILLIAMS KING should mot spend

the remainder of that night the Lorraine Motel and Mrs.
DAVIS recalls packing her clbéthes and the three of them g&‘ﬁg

; ' £S. After arrival at this home, .

"4t was. decided again by sdmeone not known to Mrs. DAVIS. nat

;'Rev. KING would remain at Rev xynns that evening buf thHat .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ot

LS 44-947

evening‘at a.
ARD and Mrs. DAVIS

Motel where Mrs. WARD registered for the two of them,'fjififf

e plans again changed as Mrs. DAVIS recalls HOSEA
AMS indicated that Mrs. DAVIS and her companicns should.
rn to the Lorraine Motel for the evening. Mrs. WARD and
Mrs. DAVIS were then driven in Mrs. WARD’s car by an unknown
individual back to the Lorraine Mg¥el where they entered Room

e 201. A short time later Rev. S brought Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS;*«:f&

KING back to the motel'at which/point Mrs. WARD left Room 201, : =

o Mrs. DAVIS apent -the remainder of the night by hnrself in
A Room 201. ‘ _\

‘On Friday morning, April 5, 1968, Rev. A.D, WILLIAMS' i

KING left the Lorraine ‘Motel to go to the airport to meet the
wife of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING Who was arriving in uemphis on
.that morning. . S
: ‘ ' Mrs. WARD and Mrs DAVIS left ‘Memphis, Tennessee,
about 9 a.m., April 5, 1968, and drove to Atlanta, Georgia. -

Mrs. DAVIS advised that during her stay in Memphis,

i"’on April 4 - 5, 1968, she personally had received-no threats

against her 1ife nor doées she have any knowledge of\anyone

.. &t the Lorraine Motel being specifically threatened on that

occasion.
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: ‘»ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI('

e Date. April 16, 19/8

By : Mrsg JA“PER E (LDCPETIA B.) W D, also known/as . .
; Lukie Ward, 2540 Ranzdell, Louisville, entucky, was inter- ,t_w?ﬂc,f
viewed in the office or the Federal Eureau of Investigatiom & "~ .
. (FBI), Louisville, Kentucky9 and furnisned the foll@wxa i
“iinformation° - ‘

SRR _' For the past several yemrs she ha rved as &dminis-

- trative assistant to Reveremd A.D, wx&mlA%%xyfgﬁ of Louisville
Kentucky,andas secretary of the Kentucky Christian Leadership :

a;j]uConferemce (XCLC) at lLouisville, Kentucky, an affiliate of the . :
4V'Southmwn Chiristian Leadership Conferemce (SCLC) . EEVC

_ . About midnight April 3, 1968, or sh©rt1y thereafter A
on April 4, 1968, .Mrs. WARD in the company of Mre. GEORGIA AR P
DAV of L@uisville Kentucky, a Board member of the KCLC. and el

co. a8 Wentucky State Semator from Louisville, and the Reverend e

Lo AD, WILLIAMS KING of KCLC and pastor of the Zion Baptij;‘§‘,{ a2

. Church in Louisville, arrived in Memphis, Tennessee, in Mr
-3 WARD's 1967 Cadillac, bearing 1968 Kemtucky license K79= R
T The purpose of their visit to Memphis, Tennessee was togsparti- ;. .-
. cipate in a scheduled march there on April 5, 1968 to be led
" by Dr. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR., Wrs. WARD and her companions
registered in the Lorraine Motel ocoupying Rooms 203 and 207

HEC v Mrs. ¥ARD did not leave the Lorraine Motel xE@M -
. the time of her arrival until after the shooting of Dr. MARTIN
¥ LUTHER KING at the motel at about 6 p.m. on April 4, 1968, o
“ierxcept for one occasion., This was in the afternoon @1 Apmil 4,
‘1968, possibly around 3 p.m., when Mrs. WARD left the motel to
- go to a nearby laundry, exact location not recalled, but’ the:
. name of the laundry believed to be One-Hour H&rtinizing, “The ARSI
‘purpose of her going to the laundry was to pick up some clothes .
. that were there ready for delivery to Mrs. GEORGIA DAVIS. When = .
" Mrs. WARD returned from. the laundry, she joined a group that .
was gathered in Room 201 of the Lorraine Motel. As she recalls™ s
i he room were gﬁﬁfﬁhﬁ‘lﬁ LUTEER—XTSC, JR., :
Rev.  ANDREW UNG, Attorney CAA?\CT& ;
: RNAPD//;F’ Rev. A.D, WILLIAMS KING and Mrs., | oo

4

; iﬂ,;an  4-15-68 . Louisville, Kentucky pué#' LS:44¢947:.

by SA WARBREN L, WALSH ‘i‘Tv’]LW/ds T Date dictated - 4=16-68

- This document contains neither racommendatxons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is /oaned to .
) yout agency. it and its contents are not to be dmtrtbuted outside your agency. ) . B
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LS 44-947
2 .

: The above group remained together engaging 1n just :
general conversation until approximately 5:40 p.m., April 4, '
4. 1968, at which time the group decided that they would go to -
« dinner, and the individuals left togo to their various rooms
i to freshen up for dinner. Mrs. D left Room 201 in. the
0 company of Rev, A.D, WILLIAMSAING and the two of them went
: - to Room 207. Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS KING had partaken of some

- alcoholic beverages during the afternoon snd had decided to
- rest rather than join the group for dinner. Approximately

.. 18 = 20 minutes after arriving in Room 207 at which time Rev.

- AJD, WiLLIAMS KING was sleeping, Mrs. WARD heard a shot.

.. 'She immediately opened the door to the room and loocked out and

“"heard someone yell that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING had just been
shot. The news stunned Mrs. WARD and while she cannot be B i
exactly certain of her exact movements immediately thereafter, ———
as she recalls upon hearing the news she briefly re-entered— ' ..
Room 207 and then immediately went out into the courtyard of .
the motel. There was much confusion and police were immedintely,

.. . in the area. Mrs. WARD observed nothing which gave her any - ..

“y:indication as to the possible idemtity of the individual. res= -

-~ ponsible for the shooting. Mrs. WARD recalls that she did not :
-advise Rev. A.D, WILLIAMS KING of the shooting of his brother-
-until about 20 minutes after the incident occurred. Rev.’KING'

~ reaction was one of extreme grief and hegave no indication that =
. he had any idea as to the. 1dentity @f the person responsible.i*w~“'

L »o - As Mrs. WARD recalls, someone, specific identity
"not now recalled, thought it best that Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAV
.- and Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS KING not remain the remainder_of-. ST
* . night of April 4 -, 5, 1968, at the Lorraine Motel. Accordingly, RN
at about 10 p.m. ey left the motel and went to the home of a . _
Rev. WILLIAM KYLES whom Mrs. WARD believes is a minister in RN ER T
Memphis. Rev. ES or someone suggested that Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS - '
~ KING remgin at his me that evening and that Mrs. WARD and Mrs - .0
DAVIS obttain mote.,accommodations at a nearby Howard Johnson's
Motel. / Mrs. DAYAS ‘and Mrs. WARD did go .to such a motel and i
"WARD regigtered in the motel, but just as she did so HOSEA
MS who was present at the time decided that Mrs., WARD,
4 DAVIS and Rev. A,D, WILLIAMS KING should go back to the R
- Lorraine Motel and spend the .rest of the night. They did thignﬂx}'- ,
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Mrs. WHHD and Rev. A.D. WILWAMS KING being in Room 207 and - . = |
Mrs. DAVIS occupying RoOO 0l. En route Mrs. WARD had stopped

at a drug store and pur sed some sleeping pills which she ;
. administered to the Rev. KING and Mrs. DAVIS because of théir 2
extremely excited condition !

: - 'Mrs. WARD commented that ghe possesses no information'tivyguu
which she feels might assist in identifying the individual res-.:
:‘ponsible for  the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.. e o T
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. FEUEKAL BUKEAU OF INVESTIGATION - = ™\

- = Date Aprillle, 1968

‘ Wrs. JASPER D, (LUCRETIA B.) WApf, also known as =
.. Lukie Ward, 2540 Ransdell, Louisville, Kéntucky, teleph@nically
s furnished the following 1nformation" :

L : §1nce belng 1nterviewed on April 15, 1968, Mrs, WARD .
" recalls that in addition to leaving the L@rraine Motel in the f G
afternoon of Ap 1 4, 1968, she had left the motel on that date»lk;a';
on one oOther This was during the morning, believed . ../ {

' to be around/ 11 a. m., when she took some cleaning for Mrs. RRCR VPO
. 'GEORGIA DAVIS to the nearby cleaners, the One~Hour Martinizing. = = @
& asion, she was accompanied by the Rev. A.D, WILLIAMS ... -

because she recalls that as she was taking the cleaning

1ocated diagonally across ‘the corner from the cleaners.

" . Mrs. WARD also advised that she and Mrs, DAVIS and
- . Rev, A D. WILLIAMS KING, prior to their arrival in Memphis, .. ‘.
- Tennessee about midnight, April 3, 1968, had been vacationing =
. in pPanamg City, Florida, at the Treasures Isliand Kotel. They. ! :,
-had driyen to Memphis in Mrs. WARD’s automobile from Florida. Prior
2o to leafing the Florida motel,Mrs. WARD had notified Mrs. FRANCES
' HASTINGS who, together with her hustand, owns the motel, that’
.- they were departing but that she, Mrs. WARD, woulad return ' "
- shortly for about a week's stay., Mrs. WARD inadvertently told R
Mrs . HASTINGS that she and her companions were going to ermingal.
ham,  Mrs. WARD recalls that when she and her companions were =
nearly halfway to Memphis that she remembered that she had - o
erroneously told ¥rs. HASTINCS they were going to Birminghmm.,
She fwels that she made this mistake in that she had earlijer
. talked to. the HASTINGS who had told her they were originally
from Birmingham,Alabama. ,

, After Dr. KING's assassinatiom, Mrs. WARD changed

her plans about spending any further time in Florida and at

. 6:50 a.m., April 6, 1968, she flew from Memphis, Tennessee,
~° ’to Panama City, Florida, to get the rest of her clothes. She
© L ..-rented & car at the airport and drove to the motel.  When she
0 arrived at the motel, she met Mrs. HASTINGS who immediately

4-16-68 .. Louisville, Kentucky — pije 4 LS '44-,947 s

by __ SA WARREN L, WALSH. WLW/ds  ~ . p.icdictated . 4-16=68

AR Thxs document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
-, your agency; it and its contents are not to be dxsmbut,ed outside your agency, )
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advised Mrs. ﬁkﬂsf:;at the motel was full and there was no RN
"room for Mrs.CWARD. Mxs. WARD felt this statement to be untrue
.'as there appeared toMe room at the motel, and she spoke rather . ,-
.. plainly to Mrs. HASTINGS about her feeling that Mrs. HASTINGS
+.~ did not wamt her at the motel because she had been in the company '
... of two Negroes, BRev. KING and Mrs. DA¥IS. Mrs. HASTINGS made
1 _some ccmment about they,; the HASTINGS, run a respectable motel,.e_a
and Mrs. WARD replied that it was because the motel had that '
reputation that she and her companions had originally decided [
to vacation there. X ; o ST

Mrs. WARD stated that it appeared to her t t thev’*

N Mrs. WARD stated that at no time did either oi,the i
' HASTINGS make any type of specific threat to Mrs. WARD, against
Mrs. WARD or her companions, but it was clear to Mrs. WARD - S
"that she was no longer welcome at the HASTINGS' motel. .

R Mrs. WARD left Panams eity by plane dbout 1:30 p.m.
on April 6, 1968 and flew to Atlanta Georgia, where was

met by Mrs. DAVIS. . .. e

v
v
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 -

MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
s4C (157-10673)
FEOM 84 TROY A. ‘ar.s,".r"'
. 'sUBJEicT: NURKIN , g
' Be memo of SA\sLﬁxpEEN M. CALLENDER dated 4/25/8_8.:

AT HAMWON. QUISIA : _
| HARRY JOYNTON, Chief Investigating Deputy, Tangipahoa Porish .

Shcrif.f 's Office,\d BBOOKS ROBINBON, Chief of Police, advised

there are no "hippid™ rooutng houses or hangouta iu Hannond or in

the Hammond area, Deputy JOYNTON 8said this is true for all of
Tangipahoa Parish and police offtciala do not allow them to stay

around the parish in any area.
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2:30 p.m. that GERALD HARRELL\of
‘viewed by ‘the Memphis fon.ce and
an 1nterv1ew here. ‘
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fsAc (157-10573) S+ patE: . 5/2/68

ASAC
MURKIN

Re BH tel to Bureau & New Orleans, 5/2/68.

Kansas City was telephonically contacted at
S i
SA RAY HOWE advised thatJOHNNY VEDANTIE was paroled

on 3/28/67, was originally from AtIanta, Ga. gave the
URNETTE, 636 Lillian Ave., S. W. Atlanta,

1:15 p.m.

Ga., as contact

hlAY 01968

, FBl — NEW ORLEANS
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+8AC, m o;zmss‘ "‘(’157%1'_‘96%3)_

C

FROM :céy D. CHRISTOPHER

‘Q‘mngEcT‘MDRKIN. §
AT approximately ‘7200 pm this date HAGG
Napoleanvillc, La. and furnlshed t_e

Jacklonville, rexa-, an&
rented two cabins from thx

: ‘She advised that thc man
HARR! MILLER paid for both cabins and uppearcd to her as
looking the man who shot MARTIN LUTHER KING. She advilcd‘thg,
XNE MILLER fit the déscription of RAY AND GALT all nxccpt
this man did not ‘have a crew cut. .

“She advised that" these two men were drlving &
blue panel or carryeall type truck. She advised that the '
men told her that it was new. The truck had’ texas license
fub sha did not get the licenae number.

S Speel ‘s

e The Napol.eonv:.lle, Lei., pokdee departmerit was’ |
¢ontacted and a deputy from that department ‘adviged thiu,-ﬁﬁ
office that their department would check Xk out’ the’
“information which was furnisheéd this office and advise
this office of their findings. At approximately 10:30 pm-
this date the deputy telephondiéally contacted this ofﬁic"
and advised that JAMES EARL RAY and ERIC STARVO GALT's
pitture were displayed to LA BARRE, The deputy advised
that she to6ld them that thé man did not resemble éither
~of% the pittures very much, The ‘deputy also advised tha
the Blue truck nor the two men were there at that time, !
They~ advised that any more information received by’ thcir
office would be promptly. passed on th thic office.,
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